TAROT FUNDAMENTALS

Lesson Thirty-five

AWAKENING

We come now to the second stage of spiritual unfoldment,
which is the awakening from the dream of sense, from the
nightmare of bondage. The first stage represented by Key 15, is
the realization of the nature of bondage and the perception that
it is, after all, only a bad dream.

Key 16 is obviously a picture of destruction. But notice that the
source of the destructive power is the sun, and that the
disintegrating force comes forth as a flash of lightning. This

_ refers to the flash of superconsciousness which constitutes the

" O - first awakening.

W _ y .

H TR ﬁ‘ It is the first moment of clear vision, after which the person to
)A 1‘[]"1“&\1\'@ whom it comes is never qgain quite the same as he was before.
16 TE TOWER m D Like th.e hatcl}lr}g of_ a chick from the egg, another life opens

before it. So it is with man. At the moment of sudden
illumination, which is pictured by Key 16, he receives an initiation, and from there on he
belongs to a new order of creatures.

In THE BOOK OF TOKENS, the meditation on the letter Peh to which Key 16 is attributed,
says:

“Verily, destruction is the foundation of existence,
And the tearing-down thou seest

Is but the assembling of material

For a grander structure.”

Destruction is really the basis of existence. Our entire lives are spent in the disintegration of
forms for the sake of building up other forms. Power is released by disintegration. The food
we eat, the clothes we wear, the automobiles we ride in, are all in process of destruction from
the first moment we put them to use. In the act of destruction itself lies all the utility we can
extract from any of these things. (In the material universe, the second law of thermo-
dynamics postulates that all forms of energy are derived from the destruction of some
previously existing physical or energy structure. Entropy is the word used in physics to
describe this down-grading process. Ed.)
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In the experience of spiritual unfoldment, awakening is distinctly a destructive process. All
the customary wrong thinking and wrong acting must go. The false sense of personal will, or
personal autonomy, of personal self-action, must be utterly destroyed.

This is not a comfortable process. When one is forced to recognize the truth that some of his
most cherished beliefs are false, the consequent readjustment is not easy. Yet the wise in
every age have testified that this destruction is essentially a gathering of materials for a
grander structure. (All true scientists must stand ready at any time to discard even their most
deep-rooted convictions when competent observation and experiment . . . “new awakening” in
the sense of this text . . . show such beliefs to be inconsistent with newly established facts. As
this is written, the Law of Parity a cornerstone of physical science, appears about to fall. Ed.)

The first chapter of the Gospel according to St. John says: “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. All things were made by Him; and
without Him was not anything made that was made. That which hath been made was life in
Him, and the life was the light of men.”

This passage refers to the power you have been studying since the first lesson of SEVEN
STEPS. You have learned that this power is not only the source of the forces used in creation,
integration and reproduction, but that from it spring also the forces manifest in the opposites
of these.

THE BOOK OF TOKENS, in the meditation on Peh which means “the mouth of man as
organ of speech,” states:

“I am the mouth whence issueth the breath of Life;
I am the all-devouring one
Whereunto all things return.”

This is the power which is active in the disintegration of the old forms of personal
consciousness. It rends the veil which hides truth from our eyes. The doctrine that this
breaking-down of form is fundamental in the process of the Life-power's self-manifestation
deserves most careful consideration.

A practical occultist has to learn that he cannot hope to reach any goal he may have set for
himself without first breaking down the conditions in which he finds himself when he
formulates his desire. In occultism, as in everything else, we cannot have our cake and eat it
too. Before we may find release from the chains which bind us, we must learn how to break
them.

The time to begin this process of breaking down the old, limiting forms is now, not some time
in the future. You have already made a good start. You are aware of your limitations. You
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are making an effort to transcend them. This is witnessed by the fact that you have followed
the instruction this far.

As you proceed with it, other practical methods for combating your limitations will be given
you, and things of splendor will unfold within you. Your first step is to apply in your daily
life the principles represented by the Tarot Keys so as to build those principles into the
structure of your own being.

The number 16 says as much. Right discrimination, the principle represented by Key 6, is
necessary in this work. Apply this principle through acts of concentration typified by Key 1,
and you will find that each day's experience brings you some measure of the awakening so
strikingly pictured here. Superficial observation will not suffice. You must give attention to
the meaning of your thoughts, desires and actions. Thus you apply the principle of limitation
to overcome the forms of limitation which constitute your present bondage.

He who is proficient in concentration rarely places himself in embarrassing situations by rash
and unconsidered action. He thinks before he acts and then acts wisely. The planet Mars is
related to Key 16 through the letter Peh, and in exoteric astrology Mars is the planet of war
and of rash action. Yet it is also the planet of the driving force behind all successful activity.
The way the Mars force manifests itself in us depends therefore, on whether we direct it so as
to make full use of its driving power, or whether we permit it to control us, thus inducing rash
and foolish activity.

The Mars force is the propulsive energy which drives our desires into manifestation.
Direction of desire is not repression. No one lacking powerful desires and emotions ever
attains to the heights of mastery. When one tries to repress the Mars force, it sooner or later
breaks loose in a burst of terrific destruction. Books on analytical psychology tell of many
horrible examples of human wreckage caused by the repression of desire.

The channels through which desire force finds expression are normally under our conscious
control. It is natural and proper to manage the desire nature. Key 1, the Magician, shows
how. Formulate your desires, using intelligent discrimination, and then bring them into
manifestation by concentration. Make your mental images of the desired results sharp and
clear so that subconsciousness will receive definite impressions. Then the activity of the
dynamic Mars force will make your dreams come true.

Some very old versions of Key 16 are named “The House of God.” Others are called “The
Fire of Heaven.” Still others bear the title, “The Lightning-struck Tower.” The title in our
version is a short form of this third variant. There is a tradition that it refers to the Tower of
Babel and thus to the confusion of tongues. Readers familiar with the figurative use of the
word “Babel” in the writings of Jacob Boehme, and in other productions of the Inner School
of Western Occultism, will understand how to interpret the title, “The House of God.” Here
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too, is a clue to the channels through which the doctrine symbolized in Tarot came into
Europe from farther East.

Specifically, the title we use is related to the notion of speech. The Bible story about the
Tower of Babel indicates that it is a mistaken use of language to try to reach heaven by means
of a structure of words. The correct use of language is to direct the forces of nature by making
words the tools of organized thought. When we try to use words to define superconscious
states which are beyond words, confusion always results.

COLORING INSTRUCTIONS

KEY 16. THE TOWER

Yellow: Two bands on crown that look like rope; crown of woman. The Yods are
yellow, with a tongue of red also shaped like a Yod in lower right hand
corner of each. Flames coming out of windows and top of tower should be
red, with yellow highlights, somewhat like the Yods except that red should
predominate. Solar disc, except gold edges around triangle rays.

Blue: Dress of woman; hose of man.

Gold: Crown, except yellow parts; lightning-flash; points around solar disc.

Grey: Tower; clouds (heavy storm-clouds, as in Key 10).

Brown: Cliff (top of cliff is made a lighter brown).

Red: Boots and coat of man; shoes of woman. Parts of flames and yods (see
above).

Blonde: Woman's hair,
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