B1�
a vitamin, also called thiamine, essential to nerve function. �
�
B23, 42, 7�
a made-up designation for roads in England.�
�
B-47s�
US jet bombers built by Boeing Airplane Company.�
�
B-52�
a large all-weather intercontinental strategic heavy bomber built by Boeing Airplane Company.�
�
Baal�
the Old Testament term for the deity or deities of Canaan (name for ancient Palestine). First applied to local gods, it was later the name of the chief deity. His cult practiced holy prostitution and child sacrifice. In Israel it was denounced by Hebrew prophets.�
�
Babies cry for Castoria�
reference to a former advertising slogan for Fletcher's Castoria (the brand name for a type of laxative)�
�
baby carriage, like a�
(informal) smoothly and without difficulty.�
�
Babylon�
the capital of an ancient empire called Babylonia which was located in southwest Asia and flourished from 2100 to 538 B.C.�
�
Bacardi�
(trademark) a brand of rum produced by the Compania Ron Bacardi now in the West Indies and originally located in Cuba. �
�
Bach�
Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750), outstanding German composer. His vast output includes all types of music current during his time, except opera; he was also a violinist and a renowned organist.�
�
Bach-Bach we Kill Them All Society of Southern Jungleosis�
a made-up name for a group.�
�
back burner, on the�
(colloquial) in or into a condition of low priority or temporary deferment. From the custom in cooking of placing pots not requiring immediate attention toward the rear of the stove�
�
back to battery�
(slang) an artillery term. A gun, after it fires, is said to go out of battery, which is to say, it recoils. Then after it is fired it is supposed to go back to battery, which is sitting the way you see them in photographs. It is used as a slang term to indicate somebody who is now fixed up; he will be all right for something, or what he has had will now be over.�
�
back, pats on the�
(colloquial) praises for something done.�
�
background music�
the accompanying music in a play, motion picture, television program or other show.�
�
background music�
the accompanying music in a play, motion picture, television program or other show.


Used figuratively in these lectures.�
�
backscreens�
reference to the various backdrops generally hung from the ceiling of a photography studio to serve as backgrounds for portraits or other types of studio shots. �
�
backwards and forwards�
(informal) very well.�
�
backwash�
a place regarded as stagnant, backward, etc. �
�
bacon is served�
a game or prize is won. A variation of the expression bring home the bacon.�
�
Bacon, Roger�
(1214?-1294) English philosopher and man of science. He was deeply interested in alchemy and wrote upon alchemical subjects as well as various other aspects of the experimental study of nature. In modern times he has been considered of particular interest because of his interest in natural science, in experiments and in observation of phenomena. "It is the intention of philosophy," he said, "to work out the natures and properties of things."�
�
bacon, save (one's)�
(slang) save (one) from injury; help (one) escape from a danger; spare (one) from loss or harm. The expression comes from the care taken by people of earlier times to save the bacon, which was laid up for winter use, from the dogs which frequented their households.�
�
bacon, saved (someone's)�
(slang) saved (someone) from injury; helped (someone) escape from a danger; spared (someone) from loss or harm.�
�
bad light, in a�
with the emphasis on the bad part, e.g., of a person's charac�ter. �
�
baddy�
(slang) a bad or wicked person, especially such a character in a play, movie, etc.�
�
bag of tricks�
(informal) a group of things used for a particular purpose, especially when almost magically effective.�
�
bag, in a�
ruined; destroyed. From the use of a heavy plastic body bag for handling military and other fatal casualties.�
�
bail (someone) outee�
(figurative) release (someone) from difficulty.�
�
bail out�
(slang) abandon an effort, project, relationship, etc., in order to minimize losses. From the aviation use "to parachute from an aircraft."�
�
bailing (someone) out�
(figurative) releasing (someone) from difficulty.�
�
baked-up�
(slang) intoxicated with drugs. �
�
Balaklava, the six hundred at�
a reference to the famous charge of the Light Brigade (a unit of lightly armed and armored cavalry) at Balaklava, a city in southwestern Russia, during the Crimean War (a war over the domination of southeastern Europe from 1854 to 1856). Owing to a misunderstanding of orders, an English light-cavalry brigade, 670 strong, charged a heavily protected Russian position with utter disregard for the hopelessness of their task. More than two-thirds were killed or wounded. In this lecture Ron makes a play on the similar sounds of Balaklava and balalaika, a Russian stringed instrument somewhat like a guitar but with a triangular body and usually three strings.�
�
bald�
(dialect) bold. �
�
balderdash�
senseless talk or writing; nonsense.�
�
ball�
a confusion; a muddle; a mess. �
�
ball of fire�
(slang) a dynamic person capable of or displaying rapid and highly effective thought, action, etc.�
�
ball, dropped the�
(figurative) failed to handle something correctly or completely. An allusion to the American game of football in which a player dropping the ball can result in his team failing to score and the opposing team taking control of the football.�
�
ball, had a�
(colloquial) had great fun; enjoyed (themselves) very much. �
�
ball, having (oneself) a�
(colloquial) having great fun; enjoying (oneself) very much.�
�
ball, like a�
(colloquial) with great speed; with considerable effectiveness or success. A variation of like a bomb.�
�
balloon goes up, that's the way the�
a variation of that's the way the cookie crumbles.


See also cookie crumbles, that's the way the in this glossary.�
�
balloon, go to hell in a�
deteriorate badly; go downhill. Variation on the phrase go to hell in a handbasket (or a bucket).�
�
balloon, goes to hell in a�
deteriorates badly; goes downhill. Variation on the phrase goes to hell in a handbasket (or bucket).�
�
balloon, goes up in�
(slang) fails or becomes unsuccessful. A Variation of the phrase goes up in smoke. �
�
balloon, going to hell in a�
deteriorating badly; going downhill. A variation on the phrase going to hell in a handbasket.�
�
balloon, going up in a�
same as going to hell in a balloon. 


See also balloon, going to hell in a in this glossary. �
�
balloon, going up in a small�
(colloquial) becoming very angry. A variation of the phrase going up in the air.�
�
balloon, up went the�
(colloquial) the operation, action, battle, affair, excitement, etc., began.�
�
balloonostatics�
a coined word from balloon tire, a broad tire filled with air at low pressure for cushioning the shock of uneven surfaces and used on road vehicles such as bicycles and early automobiles and statics, the branch of mechanics dealing with bodies, masses or forces at rest or in equilibrium.�
�
ball�up�
(slang) muddle or confusion.�
�
Balooga-uga-uga-stan�
a made-up name for a country. �
�
Baltimore�Ohio�
the first American railroad designed to carry passengers and general freight which started operation in 1830, running west from Baltimore, Maryland.�
�
Ban the Bombers�
a made-up name for a group which would get rid of nuclear weapons.�
�
banana split�
a dessert consisting of two or three scoops of ice cream placed on a banana sliced down its length, covered with whipped cream, sweet fruits or sauces, nuts and other garnishes. �
�
bang (one's) head off�
(slang) hit (one) very hard; beat (one) up. A variation of knock (one's) block off�
�
bang, like a�
(colloquial) a variation of like a hot bomb.


see bomb, like a hot in this glossary.�
�
bang-up�
(informal) very successful; very good; splendid; excellent.�
�
bank holiday�
(British) any of several legal holidays, usually on a Monday, when banks, schools, etc., are closed. �
�
Bank of England�
the central bank of the United Kingdom, founded in 1694 and located in London. It issues nearly all of the country's bank notes (paper money), handles the nation's foreign exchange operations and cooperates with the British government in influencing business and other financial conditions. It was owned by private stockholders until 1946 when the government bought all its stock.�
�
Banquo�
a character in the play Macbeth by William Shakespeare. He is a Scottish general who is murdered by order of Macbeth, who sees Banquo as a threat to his security. Later the ghost of Banquo appears to Macbeth, terrifying him into a public betrayal of his guilt.�
�
ban-the-bomb march�
a demonstration against the use of nuclear weapons. This type of demonstration has been held in many countries, including the United States. During 1961 in England there were repeated demonstrations, specifically against the stationing of United States missile submarines at British bases.�
�
Bantu�
a member of a large group of Negroid tribes found in equatorial Africa and southern Africa.�
�
bap�
(slang) hit; punch.�
�
bapped�
(slang) hit; punched.�
�
Bar Harbor�
a famous summer resort on an island off the coast of southern Maine.�
�
barber poles, climbing the�
looking for scandal. From ancient Roman times, the barber's shop has been a center for the dissemination of scandal and the talk of the town. �
�
Bard, Sir Reginald�
a made-up name.�
�
bare-boned�
irreducible minimum or most essential. �
�
bare�bones�
having to do with the irreducible minimum or the most essen�tial components.�
�
bargain basement�
a basement area in some stores where goods are sold at prices lower than usual. �
�
barium meal�
a humorous reference to barium sulfate, an odorless, tasteless, white powder that is opaque when swallowed and so helps in the examination of x-rays of the stomach and intestines.�
�
barn doors�
(photography) folding hinged doors which are used on the front of studio spotlights to shade the sitter or actors from direct lighting, and sometimes used to give more direct light onto the subject. �
�
Barnum�
Phineas Taylor Barnum (1810-1891), an American showman famed for his flamboyant publicity. Barnum is mainly known for his circus, "The Greatest Show on Earth." His side shows were particularly notable, even though many of the "freaks" he advertised turned out to be hoaxes. (A mermaid, for example, was put together from a monkey and a fish.) According to a famous story about Barnum, someone pointed out that many customers had reason to be angry at him, because they paid their admission and then found out that the freaks in his show were fakes. Barnum supposedly replied that he was not worried about losing business because, in his words, "A sucker is born every minute.�
�
barre noire�
(French) literally means black bar, a reference to the papal courts of the Dark and Middle Ages where black-robed priests tried people for heresy. Such courts developed into the Inquisition of the thirteenth century, where officials sometimes gained confessions through torture and then turned over those who had confessed to the civil authorities for execution.�
�
barrel, at the bottom of the�
at the lowest or last place or position. From the expression scrape the bottom of the barrel, to make use of or be left with the remaining part or members of something, especially when these are of poor quality.�
�
bash�
(informal) strike with a smashing blow; hit very hard.�
�
bashed into�
(informal) met by chance.�
�
bassackwards�
(slang) an alteration of the expression “ass-backwards,” which means backwards; reverse.�
�
bat one thousand�
do the right or correct thing each and every time. From the sport of baseball where the percentage of hits of the ball by the batter is kept in 3 figures (e.g. if a batter hit the ball fifty percent if his times at bat his percentage would be written .500 and would be said "five hundred" in the language of the sport). Thus for a person to hit 100 percent of the time (1.000) would be to bat "one thousand."�
�
bat, off (one's) own�
(colloquial) without asking for the help, advice, per�mission, etc., of any other person. A reference to the score made by a player's own hits in games such as baseball and cricket.�
�
bat, off [on] (one’s, it’s) own�
(colloquial) without asking for the help, advice, permission, etc., of any other person. A reference to the score made by a player's own hits in games such as baseball and cricket.�
�
bat, off the end of your�
immediately; without delay. A variation of right off the bat.�
�
batfur�
a made-up word�
�
Batista�
Fulgencio Batista y Zaldfvar (1901-1973), Cuban dictator (19331944, 1952-1959). As an army sergeant, he took part in a military coup in 1933 and became the de facto ruler of Cuba and later its elected president from 1940 to 1944. He retired to Florida with his wealth after a period of stability, reform and corruption. In 1952 he seized power again and had himself elected president (1954, 1958). His corrupt rule caused popular discontent, and he fled the country in 1959 during the Castro revolution. 


See also Castro in this glossary.�
�
batosis�
a coined word for a mental condition from bat, to hit with or as if with a club or bat and -osis, a suffix meaning an abnormal or diseased condition.�
�
Batten, Barton, Durstine and Osborn�
a large American public relations firm founded in 1891 which has offices worldwide. Among its many cli�ents are Pepsico, Inc.; Polaroid; Campbell's Soup and Federal Express.�
�
battery, reverts to�
(slang) a Variation of back to battery.


See back to battery in this glossary.�
�
Battle of Actium�
a decisive battle (31 B.C.) in the civil war between Octa�vian (the first Roman emperor) and Marc Antony (Roman politician and soldier who is most famous as the lover and husband of Cleopatra, queen of Egypt) in which Antony was defeated.�
�
Bay Head, New Jersey�
a city on the Atlantic coast of the United States where LRH was living in the winter of 1949 when he wrote the book Dianetics: The Modern Science of Mental Health.�
�
BBC�
abbreviation for British Broadcasting Corporation: the governmentsponsored radio and television company of the United Kingdom which holds a monopoly on radio broadcasting throughout the United Kingdom.�
�
beans or buttons, isn't worth�
(slang) is not worth much; is not worth anything. A coined expression from beans, nothing; a minimal amount and buttons, things of very small value.�
�
bearcat�
(informal) a person or thing that fights or acts with force or fierceness.


(colloquial) something remarkable, wonderful, superior, etc.�
�
beard, pull a long, gray�
act the sage, or wise man. Beards have tradition�ally indicated age and experience. The image of this expression is that of a man who tugs or strokes his long, gray beard as he gives forth his wis�dom.�
�
beast, any (thing) known to man or�
any (thing) possible; any (thing) that one can think of or imagine.�
�
beast, any (thing) known to man or�
any (thing) possible; any (thing) that one can think of or imagine.�
�
beast, every (thing) known to man and�
every (thing) possible; every (thing) that one can think of or imagine.�
�
beat (one's) brains out�
try very hard to understand or think out something difficult; tire (oneself) out by thinking.�
�
beat (something) to death�
(colloquial) deal with or discuss (something) until it is no longer in any way interesting A variation of flog to death.�
�
Beat the Clock�
a former television game show where contestants, usually married couples, would attempt to perform stunts and beat the amount of time shown on a ticking sixty-second clock.�
�
beat your head against a wall�
(colloquial) try to do or obtain something difficult with very little hope of success.�
�
beating (one's) chops and (one's) brains out�
a coined expression from batting (one's) chops, talking idly but volubly and beating (one's) brains out, laboring strenuously with the mind, often with a sense of having failed.�
�
Beatty, Clyde�
(1903-1965) a circus performer known for his acts with wild jungle animals. He was the featured attraction at every show he appeared in for more than 40 years. �
�
beaucoup�
(French) much. Well, very much, very many.�
�
bed of spikes, made (one's) own�
(informal) chose a particular course of action and so were forced to accept the results of it. A Variation of made (one's) bed and had to lie in it.�
�
bed, put to�
(colloquial) put away, as from one's mind.�
�
Bedford�
the brand name of several types of large commercial trucks first manufactured in Bedford, England, including flatbed trucks, eighteen-wheel trucks, etc.�
�
bee on (someone), put the�
ask (someone) for money�
�
beefs in�
(slang) a variation of beefs up, gets stronger as by adding units. �
�
Beethoven�
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827), famous German composer of symphonies.


music composed by Ludwig van Beethoven.�
�
Beetle�
the title character in the comic strip Beetle Bailey, started in 1950 by Mort Walker (1923� ) which depicts characters in the army and aspects of army life. Beetle is a private who continually seeks the easy way out and tries to avoid, work.�
�
befraught�
thoroughly filled or charged (with something).�
�
begatrons�
a made-up word.�
�
begetteth�
a humorous variation of the word begets (brings into being; produces), adding -eth which is an archaic ending for a word.�
�
beginner's luck�
the good fortune that sometimes allows a novice to outdo an expert, as in fishing or certain games.�
�
behaviorist�
one who believes in behaviorism, the doctrine that observed behavior provides the only valid data of psychology; it rejects the concept of mind and consciousness.�
�
belfry�
(slang) the head.�
�
Belknap, Burke�
an early Dianeticist and auditor. He was on the first professional course for auditors given in 1950.�
�
Bell, Alexander Graham�
(1847-1922) Scottish-born American inventor; patented the first Telephone (1876).�
�
bell, book and candle�
everything; the totality of resources. This expression comes from the excommunication ceremony of the Roman Catholic Church. After pronouncing sentence, the officiating cleric closes his book, quenches the candle by throwing it to the ground and tolls the bell as for one who has died. The book symbolizes the book of life, the candle that the soul is removed from the sight of God as the candle from the sight of man.�
�
bell, Clear as a�
(colloquial) very definitely Clear; without aberration. From the expression clear as a bell, very clear; very easy to hear or understand.�
�
bell, like a�
(colloquial) a coined expression meaning perfectly clear. From clear as a bell: very clear, very easy to hear or understand (especially of a sound or situation), and like a dream: perfectly. �
�
bell, saved by the�
(colloquial) saved or freed from an awkward situation at the last possible moment. The expression comes from the sport of box�ing. If a fallen boxer does not rise after 10 seconds have been counted, he is declared the loser. However, a former practice in boxing allowed the count to be interrupted by the ringing of the bell which signaled the end of a three�minute period in the boxing match.�
�
Bellevue Hospital�
a large hospital in New York City that has a psychiatric division and mental health clinic. �
�
Belsen�
a Nazi concentration camp in Germany during World War II. 


See also Auschwitz in this glossary.�
�
bend, around the�
(British slang) insane; crazy.�
�
Bennington, battle of�
a battle of the American Revolutionary War in which US troops defeated the British. It was fought in 1777 near Bennington, Vermont. �
�
bent�
(British slang) abnormal; perverted.�
�
Bentley�
a sports car manufactured in the early twentieth century by Bentley and Bentley, a company started in 1912 by Walter Owen Bentley (1888-1971).


a high�quality automobile first manufactured in the early twentieth century�
�
Berkshire�
a county in southeastern England. It is chiefly agricultural. Windsor Castle, the main residence of English sovereigns, is in the eastern part of the county.�
�
Berlin thing�
the Berlin Wall. A reference to Berlin being divided into English, French, British and Russian sectors by the Allies after World War II. The Russian sector came to be known as East Berlin, and the other sectors were called West Berlin. In 1961 a wall was erected by East Germany which divided the city into a communist section and a noncommunist section (just as Germany was similarly divided between East [communist] and West [noncommunist]) to keep East Berliners from defecting to the West.�
�
best�laid auditors�
a humorous allusion to the poem "To a Mouse" by Rob�ert Burns (1759�1796), Scottish national poet. A well�known quote from the poem is:


"The best�laid schemes of mice and men�Gang aft agley (often go astray)."�
�
bet�
(figurative) a satisfactory choice�
�
Beta Centauri�
a bluish-white star, the second in apparent brightness in the constellation Centaurus. It is over 1,000 times the brightness of the sun.�
�
betcha, you�
(informal) of course; surely. Variation of you bet.�
�
bête noire�
(French) someone or something that is the bane of a person or his life; an insufferable person or thing; an object of aversion. In French, this literally means black beast.�
�
Betsy Jo Ann�
a made�up name for a person.�
�
Better Business Bureau�
any of a nationwide system of local organizations, supported by business firms, whose stated function is to receive and investigate customer complaints of dishonest business practices.�
�
biannuated�
a made-up word.�
�
Bible Belt�
an area of the US, chiefly in the South and Midwest, noted for its religious fundamentalism. (Fundamentalism: a movement in Ameri�can Protestantism that arose in the early part of the 20th century that stresses the infallibility of the Bible not only in matters of faith and morals but also as a literal historical record holding as essential to Christian faith belief in such doctrines as the creation of the world, the virgin birth, physical resurrection, atonement by the sacrificial death of Christ, and the Second Coming.)�
�
Bibles, lay (one's) paw on a stack of�
affirm with absolute confidence and considerable vehemence. A Variation of swear on a stack of Bibles.�
�
bichromate�
a chemical compound whose molecules have two atoms of chromium. Combined with potassium, it is used in the development of negatives in photography.�
�
Bide-a-Wee Cemetery�
a made-up name for a cemetery.�
�
Bide-a-Wee Club�
a made-up name for a club.�
�
Bide-a-Wee Cocktail Bar�
a made-up name for a bar.�
�
Bide-a-Wee Construction Company�
a made-up name for a company.�
�
Bide-a-Wee Hotel�
a made-up name for a hotel.�
�
Bide-a-Wee Insane Asylum�
a made-up name for an insane asylum.�
�
Bide-a-Wee Soap Company�
a made-up name for a company.�
�
big bad-wolf�
having a cruel, ferocious or rapacious disposition. The Big Bad Wolf was a character in a children's story about three pigs who each build a house to be safe from the wolf. When the wolf arrives at the door of each house, he boasts, "I'll huff and I'll puff, and I'll blow your house down." The wolf blows down the first two houses that are made out of straw and sticks, and the first two pigs take refuge in the brick house built by the third pig. In some versions of the story, the wolf eats the first two pigs.�
�
Big Ben�
the bell and clock in Parliament tower in London. Installed in 1856, it was named for a government official, Sir Benjamin Hall.�
�
Big John�
a made-up name for a larger than average or giant man. In a song called "Big Bad John" which was released in the early 1960s, "Big John" is the name of a very large miner who holds up the ceiling in a collapsing mine long enough for his fellow miners to escape before he himself is killed.�
�
Bilco, Sergeant�
a character on an American TV show in the late 50s which was a satire of army life. Sergeant Bilco had different schemes where he would manipulate the US Army for his own personal benefit.�
�
bilge pumps�
pumps located in the bilges (the lowest part of the interior of a vessel's hull, the part either side of the keel which is most nearly horizontal) to drain the water that collects there.�
�
billennia�
a coined word meaning a very large number of years.�
�
billiard-balled�
turned into a billiard ball (a small solid ivory ball used in the game of billiards which is knocked into other balls by a long, tapering stick called a cue).�
�
Billikins�
a made�up name.�
�
billycan�
(Australian) any container in which water may be carried and boiled over a campfire, ranging from a makeshift tin can to a special earthenware kettle; any pot or kettle in which tea is boiled over a Campfire.�
�
billy-o�
(colloquial) a euphemism for devil used in phrases such as like the devil, what the devil, etc.�
�
billy-o, gives (someone)�
(colloquial) gives (someone) trouble; makes (someone’s) life unpleasant. A Variation of gives (someone) hell.�
�
billy-o, like�
(colloquial) a Variation of like the devil.


See also devil, like the in this glossary.�
�
billy-o’s sake, for�
(colloquial) an exclamation expressing impatience, annoyance or surprise, especially in questions or requests. A Variation of for goodness sakes.�
�
bimph�
a made�up word.�
�
Bingblatt, Jing�
a made-up name.�
�
binged out of me bean�
exteriorized. Binged is an obsolete word which means "went." Me is dialect meaning "my." Bean is a slang word meaning "head."�
�
bingo�
(slang) sudden, swift.


an exclamation used to express sudden, swift action or change.�
�
bird�
(slang) a person.�
�
bird, free as a�
(colloquial) very free; with no limits.�
�
bird-dogged�
(colloquial) being searched out diligently or pursued doggedly. �
�
birds�
(slang) people.�
�
Birmingham�
a city in central England. England's second-largest city after London, and an important industrial and transportation center. �
�
Bispicks�
a made-up name.�
�
bisulfite�
short for sodium bisulfite, a chemical compound used as a preservative in photographic developer to keep the solution clear.�
�
bit the dust�
(slang) suffered defeat; was unsuccessful; failed.�
�
bitch (something or someone) up�
(slang) spoil (something or someone) by clumsy work or action; botch (something or someone).�
�
bitch kitty�
(slang) a difficult or disagreeable task.�
�
bite�
have an effect.�
�
bitter end, to the�
until the end, however difficult or distressing.�
�
bitter end, toward the�
a variation of to the bitter end: until the end, how�ever difficult or distressing.�
�
bituminous zinc�
a made-up phrase. Bituminous means containing or made with bitumen (any one of a number of minerals that will burn, such as asphalt, petroleum, etc.). Zinc is a bluish-white, metallic chemical element, used as a protective coating for iron, in electric batteries, in alloys, and (in the forms of salts) in medicine.�
�
Black Bart�
a made-up name for a gunfighter (a person who engaged in gun duels) in the late nineteenth century US West. Gunfights were notoriously carried out in the main street of the town "at sunset." Referred to as "Black" as in early black-and-white American cowboy movies, the villain always wore a black hat while the hero always wore a white hat.�
�
Black Dragon Society�
a Japanese nationalistic group. In the early twentieth century this group, made up of the more extreme militarist and nationalist elements of the country, advocated state socialism over capitalism and supported the annexation of Korea and Manchuria. During the 1930s, the military party extended its control over the government and brought about an increase in armaments, and later economic and political penetration of China. �
�
Black Maria�
a police van used for the conveyance of prisoners. It is suggested that the name is derived from that of Maria Lee, a black woman in Boston in the early 1800s who kept a lodging house for sailors, but cooperated with the police in the arrest of any lodger who became unruly or violated the law. she was of such great size that when the police required help they sent for Black Maria, who soon collared the refractory men and led them to the lockup.�
�
blackbird pie�
reference to a children's nursery rhyme:


"Sing a song of sixpence,�Pocket full of rye,�Four and twenty blackbirds,�Baked in a pie;�When the pie was opened,�The birds began to sing,�Was not that a dainty dish,�To set before a king?"�
�
black�edged letter�
a note, letter, etc., written on paper with a black border to signify that a person is in mourning.�
�
black-edged letter�
a note, letter, etc., written on paper with a black border to signify that a person is in mourning.�
�
Blackfeet Indians�
members of an American Indian tribe, many of whom live on Indian reservations in Montana.�
�
Black's textbook on physics�
an elementary textbook on physics.�
�
blankety�blank�
(informal) damned, darned (used to imply an omission of an unprintable or unspeakable word). From the practice in the late 1800s of leaving blank spaces to represent profanity.�
�
blankety-blank-blank�
(informal) a euphemism for unprintable or unspeakable words. From the practice in the late 1800s of leaving blank spaces to represent profanity.�
�
blazes, let (something) go to�
do nothing about (something).�
�
blazes, like�
(informal) very much, very hard, very fast, etc.�
�
blazes, madder than�
exceedingly angry.�
�
blessed�
(slang) a euphemism for damned, deserving cursing; outrageous.�
�
blew (something) out�
burst, melted, burned out or destroyed (something) by exploding, overloading, etc. �
�
Bligh�
William Bligh (1754-1817), a famous English naval officer and colonial governor. In 1787, he was assigned to the ship Bounty. His severity and harsh discipline as a commanding officer were cited as the causes of a mutiny by his crew against him in 1789. �
�
blighters�
(British slang) men; fellows.�
�
blimey�
(British slang) short for gorblimey, an interjection used to express surprise or excitement.�
�
blind eye, turn the�
take no notice (of something).�
�
blind staggers�
any of several nervous diseases of horses, cattle, etc., that make them stagger or fall suddenly. Used figuratively lectures.�
�
blink in�
a coined expression meaning become more alert.�
�
blinking�
(British slang) used as a substitute for a strong expletive.�
�
blinks out�
a coined expression meaning goes unconscious.�
�
Blitz and Company�
a made-up name for a company.�
�
Blitz, George Q.�
a made-up name. �
�
Blitz, Joe�
a made-up name.�
�
Blitzen Company�
a made-up name for a company.�
�
blitzkrieg�
warfare in which the offensive is very rapid, violent and hard to resist. In German it literally means lightning war.�
�
block knocked off, getting (one’s)�
(slang) getting hit very hard; getting beat up.�
�
blonk�
a made-up name for a body part. �
�
blood on (one's) hands�
the responsibility for the death of others.�
�
blood sugar�
glucose (a kind of sugar found in plant and animal tissues that is used as a source of energy) in the blood.�
�
blood, for�
as though one's life depended on it; for real.�
�
blood, sweat and tears of the Churchills�
a reference to a statement made by the English statesman, soldier and author, Sir Winston Churchill (1874-1965) upon becoming prime minister of Britain:


"I have nothing to offer but blood, toil, tears and sweat." �
�
blood-and-thunder magazines�
(informal) magazines specializing in violence.�
�
blooey, goes�
(slang) goes totally out of commission; breaks down completely. Breaking down; collapsing.�
�
Blooga-uga-uga-uga-stan�
a made-up name for a country.�
�
bloom, in full�
in a flourishing or thriving condition.�
�
bloom, in high�
in a flourishing or thriving condition.�
�
bloomer�
(slang) a blunder; a goof.�
�
blooming�
(chiefly British slang) confounded, damned, blasted, bloody, darn. (used as a mild oath or as an intensifier).�
�
blow (someone) out of the water�
(slang) defeat (someone); thwart or ruin someone's efforts. �
�
blow me down�
(colloquial) an expletive used to express surprise, annoyance, etc.�
�
Blow, Joe�
a made-up name for a person. Also used to mean any man; the aver�age man.�
�
blow-back�
(figurative) the act or process of blowing back, specifically in firearms, removal by the force of an explosion.�
�
blowing (something's) head off�
 (slang) killing (something) by a shot through the head. �
�
blowing the living pants off of�
a coined phrase meaning completely get�ting rid of; utterly defeating.�
�
blown (something's) brains out�
(slang) killed (something) by a shot through the head.�
�
blue blazes�
(slang) hell. From the blue flames of hell. A euphemism occurring in many oaths and exclamations.�
�
blue flash�
a suddenly obtained piece of insight, as if there had just been a flash of lightning.�
�
blue moon, in a�
(informal) extremely infrequently, so rarely as to be almost never. From an unusual bluish tinge to the face of the moon, occurring very rarely, which has led some to call it a "blue moon." The bluish coloration has been attributed to atmospheric pollution such as that caused from large volcanic eruptions.�
�
blue, out of the�
sudden and unexpected.�
�
bluefly�
short for bluebottle fly, a fly with a large bluish body.�
�
blumjum�
a made-up word. �
�
BMA�
short for British Medical Association, the British counterpart of the American Medical Association.


See also AMA in this glossary.�
�
board of trustees�
an appointed or elective board that supervises the affairs of a public or private organization.�
�
board, across the�
including everyone or all; so that all are included. Originally a phrase from horse racing wherein equal amounts of money are bet on the same horse to win a race, to place second or third. �
�
boarding net�
a rope net which was earlier used on sailing ships. It was raised from the ship's sides into her masts (when under attack) as a defense against boarders jumping from another ship to her decks. Used figuratively in some lectures.�
�
boards, by the: �
Lost, forgotten; not used. From the nautical definition of boards meaning "the sides of a ship," so literally meaning over the ship's side.�
�
boards, fall by the�
go away or disappear forever; become forgotten or not used. From the nautical definition of boards meaning "the sides of a ship," so literally meaning go over the ship's side.�
�
boards, go (-es; -ing) (completely) by the�
go away or disappear forever; be forgotten or not used. From the nautical definition of boards meaning "the sides of a ship," so literally meaning go over the ship's side.�
�
boards, goes by the�
goes away or disappears forever; becomes forgotten or not used. From the nautical definition of boards meaning "the sides of a ship," so literally meaning goes over the ship's side.�
�
boards, went by the�
was gotten rid of-, was lost; was ruined. From the nautical Definition of boards meaning "the sides of a ship," so literally meaning went over the ship's side.�
�
boat, make the�
take advantage of an opportunity; succeed.�
�
boat, miss the whole�
(informal) completely miss the point of something; fail to understand something.�
�
bod�
(British colloquial) a person.�
�
bodhi�
(Buddhism) one who has attained intellectual and ethical perfection by human means. The state is called bodhi as it is said to have been first achieved under a bodhi tree (a fig tree) by Siddhartha Gautama Buddha.


See also Buddha, Siddhartha Gautama in this glossary.�
�
Bodhi tree�
also called a Bo tree, the sacred fig tree of Buddhism. Gautama Siddhartha Buddha is believed to have gotten heavenly inspiration under such a tree. Bodhi means wisdom or enlightenment.


See also Buddha in this glossary.�
�
Boeing�
an aircraft manufacturing company, founded in 1916, which produces a wide variety of civilian and military planes.�
�
boggies�
a made-up word. �
�
Bogtown�
a made-up name for a place.�
�
bog-wog�
a made-up word.�
�
boiled up�
(colloquial) thought up; concocted; devised. A Variation of cooked up.�
�
boils down to�
is able to be simplified or summarized as.�
�
Boleyn, Anne�
(1505-1536) the second wife of King Henry VIII of England. When she first appeared at the English court in 1522, her beauty attracted much attention. The king became interested in her but kept this interest well concealed until 1527. Henry separated from his first wife in 1531, and Anne became his mistress until 1533, when they were married. In 1536, Anne was beheaded at the Tower of London for alleged adultery and incest.


See also Henry the VIII and Tower in this glossary.�
�
bollard�
a thick post on a ship or wharf, used for securing ropes and hawsers (cables or ropes used in mooring or towing ships).�
�
bolt from the blue�
a sudden unforeseen occurrence. Literally, a thunderbolt from a clear sky.�
�
bomb, like a�
(colloquial) with great speed; with considerable effectiveness or success.�
�
bomb, like a (hot, well-oiled)�
(colloquial) with great speed; with considerable effectiveness or success.�
�
Bombay�
one of the largest cities in India and the capital of the state of Maharashtra. It occupies two islands off the coast of India and the Arabian Sea. It is the center of the Indian film industry. Much of the inner section of Bombay is a crowded slum. The mean annual temperature of Bombay is 79.3 degrees Fahrenheit, with May being the warmest month and January being the coldest month.�
�
Bond, James�
the hero in a number of novels by English author Ian Fleming (1908�1964). Bond is a secret agent for British intelligence who is ruth�less, witty and invincible.�
�
bone of contention�
the subject of dispute.�
�
bone rattler�
a witch doctor or medicine man; from the practice of witch doctors in some primitive cultures using charms made out of bone in rituals and incantations.�
�
bongo!�
(slang) a variation of bingo!, an exclamation denoting sudden action, success or comprehension.�
�
Bongo�Bungo�
a made�up name for a jungle river.�
�
Bonwick�
a Chauffeur at Saint Hill at the time of this lecture.�
�
boob�
(British slang) make stupid mistakes, foolish mistake or blunder.�
�
booby hatch�
(slang) an institution for the mentally ill.�
�
boogies�
a made-up word.�
�
boojum�
an imaginary animal invented by Lewis Carroll (pen name of Charles Lutwidge Dodgson [1832-18981, English author, mathematician and photographer) in his poem The Hunting of the Snark (1876).�
�
Book of Changes�
a divination manual (a guide dealing with the act or prac�tice of trying to foretell the future or the unknown by magic, astrology, etc.) which contains mystical speculations. It is one of the books in the Chinese Five Classics: five books that are part of the Confucian canon which served as part of the basis of Chinese education until recent times.


See also Confucius in this glossary.�
�
Book of Job�
a book of the Bible which tells the story of Job, a man whose faith was severely tested by Satan with God's permission.�
�
Book of the Winds�
reference to the Chinese Five Classics, part of the Con�fucian canon.


See Book of Changes in this glossary.�
�
book, in the�
on record; known. �
�
Boola-boola-boola-boola-boola tribe�
a made-up name for a tribe of people.�
�
Booplum-Booplin law�
a made-up name for a law.�
�
boot�
(slang) kick; power; strength; potency.�
�
boot school�
(colloquial) a place where navy or marine recruits receive basic training�
�
bootapad�
a made�up word.�
�
boots, shaking in (one's)�
(informal) trembling with fear or great anxiety.�
�
boots, shudder in (one's)�
(informal) tremble with fear or great anxiety. A variation of shake in (one's) shoes.�
�
bootstrapped�
modified or improved by making use of what is already present. �
�
bop out�
(colloquial) pop out; move, go, come, etc., suddenly and quickly out.�
�
Borgia, Lucrezia�
(1480-1519) Italian noblewoman and daughter of Pope Alexander VI. She and her brother, Cesare, were reputed to be adept in ridding themselves of foes or unwanted friends by inducing them to respond to pledges in poisoned wine.�
�
Borglum, Gutzon�
(1871-1941), American sculptor who planned and started the Mount Rushmore Memorial in South Dakota, where the likenesses of four presidents’ heads are carved: George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt. He died before the memorial was completed, and his son finished it.�
�
borne down on�
made a strong effort toward accomplishment on.�
�
borne in�
forced in, impressed with force.�
�
Boston�
capital of and largest city in Massachusetts founded in 1630, it is a major financial, government and educational center. A focus of opposition to the British, it was the scene of several actions in the American Revolution. It was an early center of American Puritanism. In the 1920s, the phrase banned in Boston became famous because the Watch and Ward Society was forever getting the city to ban books. Publishers tried to get their books banned in Boston because they knew that the books would sell more copies elsewhere if they were banned in Boston. Boston became a center of active opposition to the institution of slavery and continued to be so through the Civil War


See also Watch and Ward Society and American Civil War in this glossary.�
�
Boston stomach�
indigestion. A humorous allusion to the fact that Boston, the capital of and largest city in Massachusetts, is famous for its baked beans; beans are known for causing intestinal gas.�
�
Bostonian�
a native or inhabitant of Boston.


See also Boston in this glossary.�
�
bottom dollar on, betting (one's)�
being absolutely assured of; counting on.�
�
botulinus�
a bacterium sometimes found in foods improperly canned or preserved that produces the toxin causing botulism, an often fatal type of poisoning characterized by muscular paralysis and disturbances of vision and breathing.�
�
bou�
(French) wood; forest; timber.�
�
bouton, right on the�
(informal) exactly as desired, expected, specified, etc. bouton, is French for button.�
�
bow�
a tale. From the phrase stringing a longbow, exaggerating. A longbow is a large bow drawn by hand, as that used by English archers from the 12th to the 16th centuries. It is said that a good archer could hit between the fingers of a man's hand at a considerable distance, and could propel his arrow a mile. The tales told about longbow exploits fully justify the application of the phrase.�
�
bowline on a (the) bight�
a type of knot which forms a loop and can be used as a sling for a man. Used figuratively in some lectures.�
�
bowline on a bight�
a type of knot which forms a loop and can be used as a sling for a man.�
�
box canyon�
a narrow canyon having comparatively flat bottom and vertical walls.�
�
box, first crack out of the�
(slang) immediately; before anything else.�
�
Boy�
fraudulent; deceptive.�
�
boz-woz�
a made-up word.�
�
Bradbury, Ray�
(1920- ) American science fiction writer. He is noted for his unearthly, fantastic tales, many of which have appeared in short-story anthologies.�
�
Brady�
Mathew B. Brady (1823?-1896), an American photographer who accompanied troops during the Civil War (1861-1865) and took pictures which became the basis for the pictorial history of the war.


See also American Civil War in this glossary.�
�
Brahma Be with Us�
a made-up name for a song. Brahma is the name for God in the Hindu religion.�
�
Brahms�
music composed by Johannes Brahms (1833-1897), German composer. His works include symphonies, choral works and nearly 200 songs. He wrote in every field of music except opera. Typical of his best loved works is "Cradle Song" (also known as "Lullaby").


music composed by Johannes Brahms.�
�
brain to the bone, work (one's)�
work very hard. A variation of work (one's) fingers to the bone. �
�
brains out, bang (one's)�
try very hard to understand or think out something difficult; tire (oneself) out by thinking.�
�
brains out, bat (one's)�
labor strenuously with the mind, often with a sense of having failed. A variation of beat (one's) brains out.�
�
brains out, beating (one’s)�
(informal) trying very hard to understand or think out something difficult; tiring (oneself) out by thinking.�
�
brains out, blow (-ing) (one's)�
(slang) kill (oneself) by a shot through the head.


Used figuratively in these lectures.�
�
brains out, knock (one's)�
(colloquial) labor strenuously with the mind, often with a sense of having failed.�
�
brains, beating (one's)�
trying very hard to understand or think out something difficult; tiring (oneself) out by thinking.�
�
brainwashing�
(colloquial) subjecting a person to systematic indoctrination or mental pressure with a view to getting him to change his views or to confess to a crime.�
�
brakes, put on the�
(informal) reduce the rate or speed at which something is done. �
�
branding iron�
a long-handled metal rod with a stamp at one end, used for branding livestock, especially cattle, with a registered or recognized symbol or character to indicate ownership.�
�
brass�
(informal) very important jobs. �
�
brass ring�
(slang) a chance for riches or success. The phrase comes from the once-popular practice of picking a ring from a box while riding a merry-go-round: whoever caught a brass ring received a free ride. The expres�sion catching the brass ring has come to mean gaining wealth, success or a prestigious position considered as a goal or prize.�
�
Brave New World�
a satirical novel by Aldous Huxley that depicts the potential horrors of life in the twenty-fifth century. It is a grim picture of the world which Huxley thinks our scientific and social developments have already begun to create. Human embryos are developed in bottles and conditioned to collectivism and passivity.


See also Huxley, Aldous in this glossary�
�
breadboard�
(electronics) an experimental model, especially of an electric circuit; prototype.�
�
breadboarded�
(electronics) constructed (an experimental circuit) for the purpose of feasibility tests.�
�
break the back of�
overcome; defeat. From the idea that the back of some�thing is what supports or protects it, therefore to break or crack the back of something would be to destroy its support.�
�
breath of an eye, in the�
(colloquial) within a very short time; very quickly. A Variation of in the twinkling of an eye�
�
breech�
the rear part of the bore of a gun, especially the opening and associ�ated parts that permit insertion of ammunition.�
�
breed of cat�
(informal) type; sort; variety. Example: The new airplane is a completely different breed of cat from any that has been designed before.�
�
Breeding�
Don Breeding, a person who did research and helped LRH on development of the E-Meter.�
�
breeze, like a�
(informal) easily; with little effort.�
�
Br'er Rabbit�
a character in several novels by the writer Joel Chandler Har�ris (1848-1908). Many of the characters in these works, such as Br'er Rabbit, are animals endowed with human qualities. Br'er is Southern US dialect for brother.�
�
Brfrumph of Wuf�
a made-up name for a year.�
�
Bricks, came down on (someone) like a ton of�
(informal) turned the full force of one's anger against (someone), usually as a punishment.�
�
Bridge, a lot of water's gone under the�
(informal) much time has passed and many different things have happened.�
�
Bright side, look on the�
(informal) think of the advantages and not the disadvantages in a Situation.�
�
Bright, bushy-tailed�
(colloquial) very cheerful and lively. A variation of bright-eyed and bushy-tailed which is in reference to cats whose tails become much thicker when they are angered or excited.�
�
Brisbane River�
a river in southeast Queensland, Australia.�
�
brish-brash�
a coined word from brash, a mass or pile of rubble or frag�ments, as of floating ice.�
�
British Medical Association�
the British counterpart of the American Medical Association. . It is a professional physicians' organization with the stated purpose to promote public health, protect the welfare of doctors and support medical science.


See also American Medical Association in this glossary�
�
British Museum Library�
a national depository in London, England hous�ing a collection of exhibits related to art, literature and science. Origi�nally the museum was planned to hold natural history objects and manuscripts; however, the increasing number of gifts of manuscripts, etc., necessitated the need for more divisions. In 1881, the natural his�tory department was moved to the Natural History Museum to allow extra space for manuscripts in the British Museum.�
�
British Silver Trust�
a made-up name for a company.�
�
British Tea Services, Limited�
a made-up name for a company.�
�
British Vice-Consul�
the British official in a country who is subordinate to or a substitute for a consul (an official appointed by the government of one country to look after its commercial interests and the welfare of its citizens in another country).�
�
Brize-Norton�
a Royal Air Force base in England, north of London.�
�
Broadway�
a street in New York City, famous for its theaters, restaurants and bright lights.�
�
Brobdingnagians�
inhabitants of Brobdingnag (a land inhabited by giants about 60 feet tall). From the book Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift.�
�
broke the back of�
overcame; defeated. From the idea that the back of something is what supports or protects it, therefore to break or crack the back of something would be to destroy its support.�
�
broke, go for�
(slang) exert oneself or employ one's resources to the utmost.�
�
Bromo Seltzer�
brand name for a compound sold to relieve headaches and upset stomachs.�
�
bromoil�
(photography) a very involved and complicated process for developing photographs that uses oil pigments.�
�
Bronx Zoo�
a zoo located in Bronx Park in New York City which is also known as the New York Zoological Gardens. It houses more than 1,000 species of wild and rare animals, some of which roam freely in a replica of the African veld (open grassy country).�
�
brot�
(German) bread.�
�
brother�
(slang) an expression of disappointment, disgust or surprise.�
�
Brothers Karamazov, The�
a novel which is considered to be the best work of Theodor Dostoevski. The main plot involves a father and his four sons. The father and one of the sons are rivals for the affections of the local siren. Violent quarrels over her and over the son's disputed inheritance ensue until the father is killed and the son arrested and brought to trial for the crime.


See also Dostoevski in this glossary.�
�
Brothers of the Snake�
a group on Earth around 1216 B.C. which was involved in an effort towards total religious conquest of the Near East, India and some of Europe. The conflict between them and those fighting against them was extremely violent.�
�
Brown Derbys�
restaurants similar to the Brown Derby, a famous restau�rant in Hollywood, California, USA. In the early days of Hollywood and the motion picture industry, especially in the 1940s, the Brown Derby was a popular meeting place for Hollywood stars.�
�
Browne, Sir Thomas�
(1605-1682) English scholar, physician and author. He is considered one of the greatest stylists of English prose.�
�
Brownie box camera�
a simple camera shaped like a box, having a fixed focus and, usually, a single shutter speed. It was made in the first half of the twentieth century by Eastman Kodak under the brand name of Brownie.�
�
brush country�
sparsely settled country, covered with wild scrub growth.�
�
brushfire war�
a war which arises suddenly and is limited in scale or area.�
�
bubble�
an illusion or delusion.�
�
buck (something) up�
(informal) give fresh courage or energy to (some�thing).�
�
buck up to�
meet head on as if in butting. Used figuratively to mean confront; face up to.�
�
Buck, Pearl�
(1892-1973) American novelist. The daughter of Presbyterian missionaries in China, she drew on her long experience of that country to write many novels, several of which, e.g., The Good Earth (1931) and Dragon Seed (1942), became very popular. She was awarded a Pulitzer Prize in 1932 and won the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1938.�
�
bucked in to�
(figurative) brought up against; opposed to.�
�
bucket, drop in the�
(colloquial) a very small amount, especially when compared with the larger amount that remains or is needed.�
�
bucket, in the same�
a variation of the phrase in the same breath, at the same time; without waiting.�
�
bucket, kick the�
(slang) die. The phrase comes from animals about to be slaughtered for food often being hung from a frame scaffold and kicking out as they are lifted into position. Their legs hit part of the frame whose French name, bucket, is the origin of the word bucket.�
�
bucking the tiger�
(slang) gambling. In America, more than a hundred years ago, the game of faro (a gambling game in which players bet on the cards to be turned up from the top of the dealer's pack) was known as tiger. To buck the tiger was to play against the bank; hence, to gamble.�
�
Buckingham Palace�
the official London residence of the king or queen of England.�
�
buckling in�
setting to work with real effort. A variation of buckling down.�
�
Budapest�
a city in and the capital of Hungary; located in the central part of the country, on the Danube River. Hungary was a communist country from 1949 until a reform movement in the late 1980s which led to the disbanding of the party militia, the withdrawal of political cells from fac�tories and offices, and free multiparty elections.�
�
Budapest, treaty of�
a made-up name for a treaty concerning Budapest.


See also Budapest in this glossary.�
�
Buddha�
Siddhartha Gautama Buddha (ca. 563-483 B.C.), a religious philoso�pher and teacher who lived in India and was the founder of Buddhism. The hope of Buddhism was, by various practices, to break the endless chain of births and deaths and to reach salvation in one lifetime. Buddha is a title applied by Buddhists to someone regarded as embody�ing divine wisdom and virtue.�
�
Buddhism�
the religion founded by Gautama Buddha. The term Buddha derives from Bodhi, or "one who has attained intellectual and ethical perfection by human means." The hope of Buddhism was, by various practices, to break the endless chain of births and deaths and to reach salvation in one lifetime.


See also Buddha in this glossary.�
�
Buddhist�
one who follows the doctrines of Buddhism


pertaining to or characteristic of the doctrines of Buddhism�
�
Buddhistic�
of or having to do with Buddhism.


See also Buddha in this glossary. �
�
Buffalo Bill�
William F. Cody (1846-1917), a frontier settler, scout and soldier. Originally an Indian scout, he became known as "Buffalo Bill" by supplying buffalo meat to railway workers.�
�
bugga-bugga�
a made-up word.�
�
Bugga-Bugga Booga-Boogas�
a made-up name for a tribe.�
�
bugged�
(slang) confused or puzzled.�
�
buggy�
(slang) crazy; insane.�
�
buggy whip�
a whip used by the driver of a buggy (a four-wheeled horse-drawn carriage). The whip was used to direct the horse and control his speed.�
�
bug-jumps�
a coined word from bug, prison slang for a psychiatrist.�
�
Buick�
a car built by the Buick Motor Division of General Motors Corporation (a US automobile manufacturer).�
�
Buicks�
cars built by the Buick Motor Division of General Motors Corpora�tion (a US automobile manufacturer).�
�
Bukwuk�
a made-up name for a location.�
�
Bulawayo�
the second largest city in Zimbabwe, a country in southeast Africa. It is an important commercial, railroad and industrial center.�
�
bull�
(slang) an exclamation of disbelief, derision and contempt in retort to some proposition.�
�
bullpen�
(computers) an area in early electronic computers where partial solutions were held until new material was fed into the computer, making a complete solution. At that point the data was sent on to the computer's memory bank. Used figuratively in some lectures.�
�
bulls�
bad blunders.�
�
bully (it) through�
(slang) drive or force (it) forward.�
�
bum�
(slang) inferior or unsatisfactory.�
�
bum steer�
(slang) an erroneous guidance or piece of advice.


(slang) mistakes; errors�
�
bump up�
(colloquial) increase or raise (prices, etc.) suddenly.�
�
bunch of canned questions�
(informal) prepared in advance.�
�
bung�
(British slang) throw or shove carelessly or violently; sling.�
�
bunged�
(British slang) thrown or shoved carelessly or violently; slung.�
�
bungstarter�
a mallet for loosening or removing a bung (a cork or other stopper for the hole in a barrel, cask or keg).�
�
bunk�
(slang) nonsense; pretentious talk�
�
bunk, do a�
(slang) depart hurriedly. �
�
bunk, done a�
(slang) run away; deserted. Used here to mean the person shot out of his head and left.�
�
bunk, go�
(slang) run away; desert. �
�
Bunker Hill, battle of�
the first great battle of the Revolutionary War; it was fought near Boston in June 1775. The British drove the Americans from their fort at Breed's Hill to Bunker Hill, but only after the Americans had run out of gunpowder.�
�
bunny, quick as a�
(slang) very quickly. (From the idea that a rabbit, or bunnies is very fast.)�
�
Buntline, Ned�
the pen name of Edward Zane Carroll Judson (1823-1886), American adventurer and dime novelist. He is credited with being the originator of the dime novel.


See also dime novel in this glossary.�
�
Bunyan, Paul�
a legendary giant hero of the lumber camps of the northwestern US. His supposed feats-such as cutting the Grand Canyon of Colorado by dragging his pick behind him-are told and retold with embellishments by lumbermen. . . .�
�
Burchiman Company�
a made-up name for a company.�
�
Bureau of Infernal Ravening�
a humorous reference to the Internal Revenue Service, a division of the US Department of the Treasury, established in 1862. It is responsible for the assessment and collection of federal taxes other than those on alcohol, tobacco, firearms and explosives. It collects most of its revenues through the individual and corporate income tax.�
�
Bureau of Statistics�
reference to the Bureau of the Census, a government agency established in 1902, which collects, tabulates and publishes census statistics about America, its people and its economy.�
�
Burial Society, I Will Arise�
a made-up name for a society.�
�
burleyoue�
(slang) a humorous pronunciation of burlesque, a sort of vaude�ville (a stage show made up of a variety of acts, including songs, dances, comic skits, acrobatics, etc.) with skits of low comedy, striptease acts, etc.�
�
Burmapad�
a made�up word.�
�
burn�
(slang) pass; spend; waste.�
�
burn the midnight oil�
(informal) study or work very late at night.�
�
burned�
consumed rapidly, especially squandered.�
�
burning (something) up�
consuming (something) rapidly, especially squandering (something).�
�
burning pot�
reference to a censer: a container, usually covered, in which incense is burned, especially during religious services.�
�
burning the midnight Ron�
a humorous variation of the phrase burning the midnight oil, studying or working very late at night.�
�
burp gun�
(military slang) any of various automatic pistols or submachine guns.�
�
Bushville�
a made-up name for a place. Bush is slang for rural or provincial.�
�
business, in�
(slang) in operation; underway.�
�
business, the�
(slang) all that (one) is able to do; the greatest effort.�
�
busy bee�
(colloquial) a very busy person.�
�
but good�
(informal) very much so; thoroughly; completely; forcefully.�
�
buttered all over the universe�
(slang) a condition whereby a preclear doesn't know where he is. The preclear has used remote viewpoints (those viewpoints which an individual puts out remotely, to look through) and has left remote viewpoints located all over everywhere to such a degree that the preclear thinks he is anyplace rather than where he is.�
�
Butterfly�
(photography) a type of portrait lighting in which the main light is positioned straight in front of and somewhat above the subject, thereby projecting onto the upper lip the nose shadow, which can be imagined to look like a butterfly.�
�
butterfly net�
(slang) a net used to catch an insane person.�
�
butterfly nets�
(slang) nets used to catch insane people.�
�
butterfly squad�
a coined term for a group of people involved in catching insane people.�
�
buttoned (something) up�
(slang) stated (something) precisely; ascertained (something); pinned down (something)


(slang) locked (something) up; closed (something) up; secured (something).


(slang) finished.�
�
Buttoning up�
(slang) finishing; successful completion.�
�
buzz-bomb�
(colloquial) a pilotless jet-propelled airplane with an explosive warhead, first used by the Germans against England in June 1944. Although it was known as a flying bomb, the troops generally called it a buzz-bomb probably because it normally came in at rather low altitude, reminiscent of an airplane buzzing the ground.�
�
by George�
an oath or exclamation, originally referring to Saint George, Christian martyr of the early fourteenth century A.D., and patron saint of England from the fourteenth century. "Saint George" was the battle cry of English soldiers, and from this arose such expressions as "before George" and "by George."�
�



