
































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































APPENDIX 2 :  MAGICAL SCRIPTS 

' PASSING THE RIVER' SCRIPT 

257  

\'( J 1 9 J  1:. '1 ., 1 0 7 1  
A B C h  D G H I K L M N 0 

:I. A ; ') 'V' -f  £ 1 '-- < 
P Q R S Sh T Th Tz V Z 

WRITING OF THE MAGI 

A B Ch D G H I K 

1>· '/ � n w qr -o :5 hl 
L M N 0 P Q R S Sh 

2 .. e v l C') 
T Th Tz V Z 

A MASON IC/ROSIC RUCIAN ALPHABET 

J _d L l:J L � J  � 0 8 E:J [ 
A B C  D E F G H IJ K L M 

E l � n r-1 1 1- V :> < /\ A  
N O P  Q R S T U  V X Y  Z 
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HIEROGLYPHIC ALPHABET 

Based on the scholarship of Sir E .A.  Wallis Budge ( The Egyptian 
Language, Routledge and Kegan Paul, London, 8th ed . ,  1966), 
this script is used by some enthusiasts to prepare talismans. 

A B Ch  G H I K LIR M 

NWM ...__, c A 0 �� CSJ � :=;, .-,  � 
N 0 P Q R S Sh T Th Tz U/V 

GREEK ALPHABET 

A,. Bp fT fl& & Z{ H� 0e IL K�< 
A B G H E z Ee Th I K 

/\}. Mr Nv =t Oo TI�t Ff l:cr lT Tu 
L M N X 0 p R s T u 

<P- Xx. q>, n t.)  
Ph Ch Ps 0 
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OGHA M *  ALPHABET 

!Ill II 1111 AW II IIIII I ,w II IIIII 1111 I 

A B c D E F G H I J M N Ng 0 

X !Ill //HI II 
Ill Ill Ill 

p Q R s T u v 

• Named after Ogamus, the Gaulish god of speech. Some occultists believe this to have 
been the written language of Atlantis .  



APPENDIX 3 
THE OCC ULT WHO ' S  WHO 

THE PERSON who decides to  study magic will often find him
self in company as strange as anything he may encounter in the 
lower astral realm.  In  this Appendix he is introduced to some 
of his companions, past and present, in the art . The next few 
pages can offer no more than a short selection, but even so they 
introduce a motley crowd of people. Among them are saints, sin
ners, cranks and sages, most of whom showed a not ignoble ambi
tion to penetrate the mysteries of nature. Some pursued 
knowledge for its own sake, or for the good of humanity. They, 
alas, are the minority. But whatever the faults of the others, who 
sought knowledge in order to profit from it, they are rarely dull . 
That, in the end, may be their saving grace. 

A/harw, Pietro de (c. 1250-1310). An Italian philosopher who studied 
medicine in Paris, then returned to Padua to practise as a phy

sician . There he wrote some highly respected medical books as 
well as a treatise on magic called the Heptam£Ton or Magical Ele
ments. Accused of practising sorcery by the Inquisition, he was 
acquitted, but was later rearrested. He died in prison while await
ing trial .  

Abaris (fl. 400 BC) .  This Scythian magician, famous for his long 
fasts and extraordinary feats of levitation, deserves a mention 
because he is reputed to have been the tutor of Pythagoras (q.v.) ,  
as was Zoroaster. 

Abramelin (c. 1400) . Little is known of him except what can be 
gleaned from the introduction to the Book of Sacred Magic, as deli
vered by Abraham th£ Jew unto his son Lamech a volume reputed to 
date from 1387 but believed (despite Aleister Crowley 's  claim 
to own a 1458 edition) to originate only from its first appear
ance in 1 785 in Cologne. In this introduction, Abraham tells how 
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he learned the secrets of the kabbalah from his father Simon 
before travelling to Egypt and thence to Constantinople, where 
he came across the secret books of Abramelin .  In occultism there 
persists a tradition that those who follow Abramelin will sooner 
or later come to a sticky end . Aleister Crowley had unwelcome 
results after an experiment conducted in the wilds of Scotland, 
while his successor as head of the Ordo Templi Orientis, a Dr Peder
son,  together with his wife, met their deaths, probably by sui
cide, after following Abramelin ' s  instructions. I t  may be a l i ttle 
unfair always to blame Abramelin ,  but at least you have been 
warned ! 

Agrippa (Cornelius Agrippa von Nettesheim, 1486- 1535) .  This is the 
famous Agrippa whose work De occulta philosophia, condemned by 
the Inquisition in 1533 ,  is  a comprehensive defence of magic. 
In it the author argues that magic offers us the means of under
standing God and His manifestation in nature. This book, and 
others in which Agrippa attacks inter alia the Church ' s  distortion 
of the original Christian message, brought him not unexpect
edly into conflict with the Inquisition. Agrippa travelled widely 
in Europe, and was at various times a soldier, lawyer, theologian 
and royal physician . In 1510 he was sent on a diplomatic mis
sion to England, having founded an esoteric order in Paris three 
years earlier. A sequel to the De occulta philosophia was later pub
l ished by an imposter who styled himself 'Agrippa'. In it we are 
given detailed instructions on exorcism and the conjuration of 
spirits .  

Albertus Magnus (c. 1200-80). The Great Albert, Bishop of Ratis
bon, was a doctor universalis, or man of wide learning, who earned 
distinction as a philosopher, scientist and theologian. One of his 
pupils was St Thomas Aquinas. He was both an astrologer and 
an accomplished alchemist, having discovered the Philosopher 's  
Stone, which enaqled him to effect the transmutation of metals .  
Among his other recorded achievements is the construction of 
a statue so life-like that it became endowed with the gift of speech. 
He could also control the weather and perform a wide variety 
of marvellous feats. His posthumous reward was canonization 
by the Church in 1931 .  The two magical books ascribed to him, 
Le Grand Albert and Le Petit Albert, appeared only in the 18th 
Century. 
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Apolltmius of 1jaM (fl. c .  1 BC ) . A Greek philosopher who travelled 
widely in the East and is said to have visited India, where he 
was initiated into the Mysteries. The narrative of his travels, given 
by his disciple Damis and reproduced by Philostratus, is so full 
of wondrous events that by the Middle Ages Apollonius had come 
to be regarded as an entirely mythical character. Among his 
recorded exploits is the story of how he reanimated the corpse 
of a Roman matron who had died a short time previously. Besides 
working this and similar miracles, Apollonius went about preach
ing love and the forgiveness of one ' s  enemies. In many ways his 
life resembled that of jesus and, like him, Apollonius was believed 
to have ended his earthly mission by ascending bodily to heaven. 
Elevated to the status of a Master by Alice Bailey (q.v. ) ,  Apol
lonius is regarded by many Western occultists as their Magister, 
or spiritual patron, his life commemorated by an act of dedica
tion performed around sunset on May 1st. In 1854 the magi
cian Eliphas Levi (q.v. ) performed a ceremony designed to 
summon the shade of Apollonius, but the experiment, recorded 
in his Dogme et Ritutl de Ia liJJUJe Magie, had somewhat mixed results . 

&con, Roger (1214-92). A philosopher and lecturer at the University 
of Paris, though born at llchester in England, he became a Fran
ciscan in 1247,  and later he lectured at Oxford; there his pro
found interest in mathematics, astronomy and chemistry 
developed. His great ambition was to provide a scientific foun
dation for the magical ideas prevalent in his time, and he con
ducted careful experiments to test his ideas on magic, alchemy 
and divination. He was imprisoned for fourteen years after being 
accused of demonism by the superiors of his Order, and died 
a year after his release. His definition of philosophy is nowadays 
accepted by many magicians as appropriate to their art: 'The 
end of all true philosophy is to arrive at a knowledge of the Cre
ator through knowledge of the created world '. 

Bailey, Alice A (1880-1949) . By her own account ( The Urifinished 
Autobiography) she was visited one Sunday morning (on 30 June 
1895, to be precise) by an oriental gentleman, complete with tur
ban, whom she later identified (after seeing his portrait at the 
Theosophical headquarters in California), as the Master Koot 
Hoomi. By 1920, having moved from England to the USA, she 
had behind her an unhappy marriage (to the Revd Walter Evans) 
and a brief career as an evangelist in the Great War. Soon after-
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wards she married Foster Bailey, a Theosophist, and soon she 
and her new spouse were giving tutorials on Mme Blavatsky ' s  
Secret Doctrine, prior to  sett ing up their own organization , even
tually known as the Arcane School ( 1923) .  From then on, her 
pen , often guided by the Master Djwhal Khool ( 'The Tibetan ' ) ,  
produced a stream of esoteric books, many concerned with the 
spiritual hierarchy allegedly responsible for planetary govern
ment and the imminent return of the Christ .  These complex writ
ings, published by the Lucis Trust, continue to attract widespread , 

if at times uncomprehend ing , interest .  

Bardon, Franz ( 1909-58) .  Czech occultist and writer whose book 
on magical evocation (Die Praxis der Magischm Evoko.tion) is still worth 
reading by novice magicians .  He died in a prison camp. 

Barret, Francis. Author of a learned treatise called the Magus or 

Celestial Intelligencer (1801) ,  which is described on the title-page as 
a complete system of occult philosophy. The book is likely to daunt 
anyone save the most dedicated student of magic, but is useful 
because it recapitulates almost everything contained in the old 
grirrwires, conscientiously plundered by the industrious Barrett .  
In  addition , he offers his readers ' private instructions and lec
tures upon . . .  the RITES, MYSTERIES, C EREMONIES and 
PRINCIPLES of the ancient Philosophers, Magi, Cabalists, 
Adepts, &c .' Those who would bring their minds to a contem
plation of the ' ETERNAL WISDOM ' were invited to present 
themselves at an address in Marylebone between the hours of 
eleven and two. I t  is not known who or how many visited the 
Magus in his private chambers, but it is possible that the young 
Bulwer Lytton ( q.v. ) was among them. Barrett is also believed 
to have gone to Cambridge to help run an occult fraternity at 
the university. 

Benedict IX (d. 1045) .  One of the many popes who, by reputation 
at least, were gifted exponents of magic. Others include Gregory 
VIII ,  John XX, Alexander VI and Silvester I I .  The last-named 
is better known as Gerbert, a specialist in necromancy and inven
tor of a bronze head capable of prophetic utterances. 

Berossus (d. 280 BC). While a priest of Bel at Babylon, he trans
lated the standard textbook on astrology into Greek. In later life 
he settled on the small island of Cos where many came to hear 
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his prophesies. He has the dubious honour of being accredited 
author of several grirrwires. 

Besant, Annu (1847 -1933) .  After separating from her clergyman 
husband in 1873 ,  she became a free-thinker, increasingly involved 
in socialist activity. Sent a copy of Mme Blavatsky ' s  Secret Doc
trine to review for the Pall Mall Gazette in 1889, she met the author 
and was converted to Theosophy, becoming President of the 
Adyar-based branch eighteen years later (1907) and holding that 
high office until her death at the age of 86. During this period 
she fell under the influence of a renegade clergyman, C. W. Lead
beater (1847 -1934) who possessed the clairvoyant faculties Mrs 
Besent lacked. With his encouragement she presented their young 
protege, J iddu Krishnamurti to the world as its new messiah 
(identifying him both with jesus and Lord Maitreya, the future 
Buddha). This particular eccentricity lost her the support of many 
Theosophists (among them Rudolf Steiner q .v. ) and ,  in 1929, 
of Krishnamurti himself. An enthusiastic Freemason (of the 
mixed Droit Humain) she sanctioned the introduction of 
ceremonial elements into Theosophy (among them the Liberal 
Catholic Church of ' Bishop' Leadbeater) which must have sent 
Mme Blavatsky 's ko.ma rupa spinning in its grave! A staunch 
defender of Indian independence and an eloquent orator, she 
was loved and revered by the Adyar Theosophists, reviled by the 
rest . 

&uther, David. An alchemist who flourished in the seventeenth 
century, and was imprisoned for refusing to reveal his secrets. 
He committed suicide rather than part with them. 

8/.avatslcy, Helena Petrovna (1831-91) .  Shortly after her eighteenth 
birthday, Mme Blavatsky deserted her home in Russia and her 
husband of barely twelve months in order to travel. Such travels 
are the classic beginning to many occult careers, but in her case, 
according to her own - disputed - account, they ranged far
ther and wider than most . She is believed to have visited Canada, 
North America and Mexico before setting out for India. Next 
she tried, unsuccessfully at first, to enter Tibet , eventually gain
ing access to that mysterious country in 1856.  Afterwards, she 
returned to Russia whence she emerged to fight for Garibaldi 
at the Battle of Mentana in 1867 .  The year 1873 saw her in New 
\'ork, where she investigated the spiritual i stic phenomena then 
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in vogue. Although she accepted the genuineness of the raps and 
knocks heard in the seance room, she would later pour scorn 
on what she called their ' spooky ' origin ,  and demonstrate that 
she could obtain the same and better results without recourse 
to ghostly assistance. By 1873 she had already attracted some 
devoted admirers, among them a Colonel H . S. Olcott (1830-
1907) who was to be her lifelong partner, and William Q Judge, 
future recipient of many of the Mahatma letters. 

On November 1 7 th,  1875 ,  she and her friends founded the 
Theosophical Society. It aroused little interest at first, but in 1877 
Mme Blavatsky produced her controversial opus Isis UTWeiled, 
which purported to be an esoteric history of mankind ar,d 
religion. Two years later, Mme Blavatsky set sail again for India 
where the Theosophical Society was reconstituted in the Madras 
suburb of Adyar. Soon the phenomena were coming thick and 
fast, to the growing horror of Christian missionaries and the 
embarrassment of local Hindus .  In spite of scandals  and a 
devastating report produced by an investigator from the Society 
for Psychical Research, the Theosophists continued to grow in 
numbers. When Mme Blavatsky, who had long been a sick 
woman, died in London, she had, it was estimated, some 100,000 
disciples in countries all over the world. 

The years following her death were turbulent ones for The
osophy with schisms and defections from its ranks. The Adyar 
society, the largest branch, has, however, managed to survive the 
messianic emphasis inflicted on it by Mrs Besant (q.v. ) ,  the bogus 
visions of ' Bishop' Leadbeater and the desertion of Krishnarnurti. 
Unfortunately these batterings have left Theosophists somewhat 
hypersensitive to criticism, but there are hopeful signs that they 
are now becoming more robust and outward-looking. 

At some time or other every occultist must tackle Mme 
Blavatsky ' s  formidable opus The Secret Doctri'fll!, although until one 
finds the courage to do so her IVy to Theosophy is a quite satisfac
tory substitute. 

Bolingbroke, Roger. An Oxford prelate who was also an astrologer 
and magician. In 1441 he was hanged for trying to murder Henry 
VI by demoniac means. 

Bo Yin Ra Uoseph Sch'fll!itkrjranken, 1876-1943) .  A painter and, more 
importantly, the author of 40 rather pompous books, he claimed 
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to have met an oriental Master when aged only seven and, after 
a further meeting in 1915,  proclaimed himself an emissary of 
The Great White Lodge. His occult musings, many borrowed 
from Mme Blavatsky, continue to be studied in German-speaking 
countries, though the secret society he helped establish in the 
1920s (Ermiichtigte Bruderscha.ft der alJen Riten or EBDAR) is reported 
to have fallen on hard times. 

Bulwer Lytton, E. G. E. L. (Lord Lytton , 1803 - 73) .  Au thor of works 
l ike The Caxtons, The Last Days of Pompeii and Zanoni, was a prolific 
writer of imaginative fantasies. Among these are A Strange Story, 
The Coming Race and The Haunted and the Haunters. A member of 
the Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia, he was a keen student of magic 
and was initiated, it is said , into its mysteries by Francis Barrett 
( q.v. ). He was also a friend of Eliphas Levi ( q.v. ) ,  whom he enter
tained in London. With Levi ' s  assistance , Lytton is believed 
to have set up his own esoteric order which, according to the 
writer Montague Summers, still flourished in post-Second-World
War C ambridge. He lies buried in Westminster Abbey. 

Butler, W E. A practising magician and sometime member of 
D ian Fortune ' s  Fraternity (later Society) of the Inner Light, who 
is also the author of several books of which the first (Magic: its 
Power, Ritual and Purpose [Aquarian Press, Wellingborough, 1952] )  
is by far the best . The others ( The Magician: his Training and Work, 
1959, Apprenticed to Magic, 1962, and Magic and the Qabalah, 1964, 
all Aquarian Press) are more wordy but less informative .  Also 
available is Practical Magic and the Western Mystery Tradition, a collec
tion of previously unpublished articles and essays edited by 
Dolores Ashcraft-Nowicki (Aquarian Press, 1986) . 

Cagliostro, Alessandro di, Count ( 1 743-95) .  His real name was 
Giuseppe Balsamo but he changed it to Count Cagliostro dur
ing his early travels, which took him to England, Greece, Malta 
and Egypt .  He also visited Rhodes, where he studied occultism 
under Althotas . On returning to Italy he married Lorenza 
Feliciani, and the happy couple promptly set out on a grand tour 
of Europe, during which they amassed a considerable fortune 
through the sale of love philtres, rejuvenating potions and alchem
ical catalysts. But things did not always go well for the soi-disant 
count; he was incarcerated in the Bastille and also spent time 
in the Fleet Prison in London. His luck finally deserted him on 
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a visit to Rome in 1 789, when he was arrested and sentenced 
to death for being a heretic. The sentence was commuted to life 
imprisonment, and after enduring great hardship Cagliostro died 
in San Leo Prison in 1 795 .  Traces of his ' Egyptian' rituals sur
vive (Memphis-Misraim) in contemporary Masonry. 

Casarwva, Giovannijacopo ( 1725-98). Casanova, son of an actor, was 
brought up in Venice where for a time he became a theatre 
violinist before setting out on his first round of travels .  During 
these he became interested in the cognate sciences and was 
received into a Masonic Order in Lyons in 1 750. Later he joined 
the Egyptian Order founded by Cagliostro. In 1755  he returned 
to Venice, where he was accused of practising sorcery and sen
tenced to five years ' imprisonment. But Casonova had no inten
tion of languishing in jail for that length of time. On October 
3 1st, 1 7 56,  he achieved that spectacular escape which he was to 
describe in his famous Histoire de ma Fuile ( 1 786) . Once out of pri
son, he journeyed to Paris where he was entertained by all the 
best people. More travels followed, among them a trip to Lon
don. In spite of his reputation for magic, he received an honour 
from the Pope. After a period during which he was a spy for 
the Venetian authorities, he returned to Bohemia where he had 
a post as l ibrarian and archivist. During his lifetime he com
posed verse and operatic libretti and even produced a transla
tion of Homer' s  Iliad. More important were his Mbnnires which 
provide us with a fascinating glimpse of the eighteenth-century 
beau TTUJTUie. 

Cellini, &rwenuto ( 1500-71) .  In  his autobiography ( Vita scritta da lui 
metlesimo) the Florentine goldsmith and sculptor has given a valu
able description of two necromantic conjurations he attended in 
Rome in 1534.  The rites took place in the dead of night in, of 
all places, the ruins of the Coliseum. We quote an extract from 
his own description of the episode on pp. 205 ff. of this book. 

Cobhllm, Elearwr. She was the wife of Humphrey, Duke of Glou
cester, and this probably saved her life when in 1441 she was 
accused, together with Margery Jourdain,  ' the witch of Eye', of 
practising necromancy and witchcraft . Her sentence was banish
ment to the I sle of Man, where she is said to have founded one 
of the covens that still meets there. 
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Crowlt:y, Aleister (1875-1947). His real name was Edward Alexander 
Crowley, but he soon exchanged this for Aleister Crowley, who, 
as the Master Therion , saw himself as 666, the Great Beast of 
Revelation or, more prosaically, 'The Wickedest Man Alive '. His 
magical pedigree was certainly a good one, for he claimed to be 
the re incarnation of both Edward Kelley (q .v. ) and Eliphas Levi 
(q .v. ) .  Originally associated with the Hermetic Order of the 
Golden Dawn (he was init iated on November 18th, 1898), 
C rowley, or Frater Perdurabo as he was called, decamped after 
an abortive attempt to gain control of the organ ization . Guided 
by astrology, the I Ching and , before he abandoned her, his wife ' s  
clairvoyance, he travelled to  America, Mexico, Egypt and Hong 
Kong, practising magic as he went .  In 1920 he establ ished his 
famous Abbey of Thelema in Cefalu,  Sicily, where, as in Rabelais ' 
fictional abbey of the same name, the motto was ' Do as thou 
wilt '. Stories of drug-taking, sexual orgies and even child-sacrifice 
soon began to circulate, until in the end Mussolini ordered 
Crowley ' s  expulsion from Italy. Back in England, Crowley 's  cul
t ivated beastliness could scarcely compete with the increasing 
beastl iness of Hitler, and the Master Therion was largely for
gotten by the public when he died in 194 7. Details of his life and 
magic may be found in Aleister Crowley, by Charles Cammell 
(University Books, New York, 1962), Aleister Crowley: the Nature 
of the Beast, by Colin Wilson (Aquarian Press, 1987) ,  The Books 
of the Beast, by Timothy d 'Arch Smith (Crucible, 1987) ,  The Great 
&ast, by John Symonds (Rider, London, 1951), The Magic of Aleister 
Crowley, by John Symonds (Muller, London, 1958), and The Mag
ical Dilemmas of Victor Neuburg, by Jean Overton Fuller (Allen, Lon
don, 1965) .  His poetry may be found in Aleister Crowley: Selected 
Poems, edited by by Martin Booth (Crucible, 1986) . Several books 
are available on the Golden Dawn, particularly Magicians of the 
Golden Dawn,  by Ellie Howe (Aquarian Press, 1985); the Aquar
ian Press also publishes The Roots of the Golden Dawn Series. 

The rituals Crowley describes in his writings owe much to what 
he learned after his entry into the Golden Dawn, though they 
include also material from other sources, not to mention 
Crowley ' s  own (often valuable) refinements .  Even so, not all the 
changes he made were happy ones and his work, while of immense 
value to the experienced occultist , cannot be recommended to 
beginners . Crowley 's Confessions have been published and make 
enjoyable reading Uonathan Cape, London,  1969) . 
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Da.shwood, Sir Francis (1 708-81). Founder of the notorious Hell Fire 
Club whose members known as the Monks of Medmenham,  met 
in the mid-eigh teenth centu ry. They were repu ted to celebrate 
obscene parodies of the Mass, although it i s  more l ikely that all 
they went in for was a l i ttle communal debauchery. In a famous 
etching by Hogarth, Dashwood is depicted worshipping a tiny 
nude Venus .  A recent biography of him is Dashwood: the Man and 
the Myth , by Eric Towers (Crucible, 1986) .  

Dee, Dr john ( 1527 -1608). A distinguished English mathematician 
and competent astronomer, Dr Dee taught at the universities 
of Louvain ,  Brussels and Paris before returning to England in 
155 1 .  There for the next thirty years he taught navigation to sea 
captains and indulged his l ifelong enthusiasm for the occult 
sciences. I t  was these that eventually attracted the attention of 
the Court, and he was asked to decide the most astrologically 
propitious date for the coronation of Elizabeth I. Afterwards the 
queen used regularly to summon him to give her instruction in 
arcane matters. 

Dee ' s  practical experience of magic began when he met 
Edward Kelley, a younger man who possessed the mediumistic 
gifts which the Doctor, with all his learning, lacked . The new 
partnership turned out to be a great success with the two of them 
sharing everything, including their wives. In 1583 they set off 
together for Poland and Bohemia where they were entertained 
by kings and princes , all dabblers in occultism. It is sad to relate 
that despite his knowledge of magic and alchemy, Dr Dee died 
in poverty at Mortlake, while the unfortunate Kelley came to 
a mysterious and possibly violent end. Some of Dee ' s  writings 
are now kept in the British Museum and the famous mirror, or 
speculum, in which Kelley had observed the spirits has also been 
preserved. 

An account of Dee ' s  magical work will be found in Charlotte 
Fell-Smith ' s  biography, john Dee (London, 1909), in Richard Dea
con ' s  more recent study, john Dee, scientist, geographer, astrologer and 
secret agent to Elizabeth I (London, Frederick Muller, 1968), Ger
ald Suster ' s  collectionjohn Dee: Essential &adings (Crucible, 1986), 
and The Heptarchia Mystica of john Dee, editied by Robert Turner 
(Aquarian Press , 1986). The record of his occult experiments 
and, thanks to Kelley ' s  mediumship, his commerce with the 
angels ,  are of more than academic interest to magicians, their 
attention being particularly drawn to the Enochian language dis-
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closed in them - and held by some to be the precursor of San
skrit ,  possibly even the sacred language of Atlantis .  

Encausse, Gerard (1865-1916) .  Best known as Papus,  author of a 
standard textbook on the Tarot ( The Tarot of the Gypsies), he was 
something of an occult 'all-rounder', famous for his talent as an 
alchemist , astrologer, healer and magician . His other books are 
now difficult to obtain; they include The Krwwledge of the Magi, 
The Kahbalo. and A Treatise on Practicql MagiC. During the First World 
War Papus made several predictions about German strategy 
which are said to have been remarkably accurate. He is buried 
in Pere Lachaise cemetery in Paris, the city where members of 
his Ordre des lnconnus Silencieux are thought still to meet . 

Evolo., Julius. Twentieth-century Italian esotericist, with a nostal
gic fondness for the Middle Ages and a dislike of all things modern 
(RivoliLz contra il monde nuovo, 1934) .  Not surpris ingly, he was con
temptuous of recent occult movements (Maschera et voUo dello spiritu
alismo contemporaneo, 1934).  For him magic involves above all the 
disciplined - almost scientific - development of the will (he 
had a special fondness for Nietsche) not the exercise of psychic 
or mediumistic faculties. 

Faustus, Dr johannes (d. 1538). Immortalized in the etching by Rem
brandt and plays of Marlowe and Goethe, the historical Dr 
Faustus was born in Wiirtemberg and earned a legendary repu
tation for his marvellous feats of magic. He was also the author 
of many books although not all the grirrwires later attributed to 
him are in fact his own work. 

Fludd Robert (1574-1637) .  A philosopher and historian with a strong 
mystical bent, he became acquainted with the writings of 
Paracelsus (q.v. ) on his travels in Europe. He himself was the 
author of two famous books, The Mosaical Philosophy and Summu.m 
B01'Ulm, in which he presents his own version of the cosmogenic 
theories of the kabbalah.  According to Fludd all creation 
proceeded from God, who is the sum total of everything, and 
all will eventually return to Him .  The act of creation he saw as 
a separation of two principles, the active (light) and the passive 
(darkness), within the unity of God. Since the three 'worlds'  have 
existed , the first being God or the divine archetype, the second 
the universe or macrocosm, and the third man or the microcosm. 
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In addition to his interest in the kabbalah, Fludd was an ardent 
Rosicrucian . He is also claimed by the Freemasons as one of their 
own.  

Modern occultists perform rituals dedicated to  enlightenment 
on the anniversary of Fludd 's own death on September 8th. These 
involve meditating on the celebrated diagram of Man the Micro
cosm in his verbosely titled Utriusque Cosmi-Historitl TTUljoris scilicet 
et minoris, meto.physica, physica atque technica, historitl. 

FOTTTUln, Dr. A highly respected occultist who lived in the seven
teenth century. For a long time he was persona grato. at the court 
of King James VI of Scotland. 

Fortune, Dion (nom de plume of Mrs V. M. Penry-Evans, nee Firth) .  
Dian Fortune is the darling of contemporary occultists. A psy
chotherapist by training, she came to magic via the A .· .  0 .  ·. 
Lodge, run by S. L.  Mathers' widow in London. Later she estab
lished her own Society of the Inner Light . For the rest of her 
life (she died in 1946) she wrote stories, essays and a treatise called 
The Cosmic Doctrine (Aquarian Press, 1988) which has often been 
compared with The Secret Doctrine, although the comparison is 
unfair to Mme Blavatsky. 

Throughout Dian Fortune ' s  work there is a curious contradic
tion between her many flights of fancy and the sober approach 
to magic she ceaselessly advocates . Her book The Esoteric Philosophy 
of Love and Marriage (Aquarian Press , 1 988) is unintentionally 
hilarious .  

Despite these faults, Miss Fortune ' s  lucid, though sometimes 
ungrammatical ,  prose is compulsory reading for all would-be 
magicians. Her books include Applied Magic, Esoteric Orders and their 
Work, Glastonbury - Avalon of the Heart, The Mystical Qahalah, Psychic 
Seif-Deftnce, Sane Occultism, and Through the Gates of Death . Also see 
Alan Richardson's biography of Dian Fortune, Priestess ( 1987) ,  
and her books of occult fiction (1989) .  All  are published by the 
Aquarian Press in Well ingborough.  

The Society of the Inner Light still functions, although apart 
from conceding that its founder's books are in places rather dated, 
it has itself done little to modernize occultism, preferring to dwell, 
at times sentimentally, on Gnostic Christian themes. 

Fox, Kate and Margaretto.. The sisters Fox were never magicians but 
are included here because they are generally regarded as the 
founders of modern spiritualism. Their story begins in Hydes-
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ville, a small town near Rochester, Pennsylvania, in 1848, where 
strange rapping sounds were heard one night coming from a room 
where the girls slept . When their frightened parents ventured 
into the room they found their daughters sitting up in bed con
versing with the invisible agency responsible for the tapping. The 
adults, soon joined by curious neighbours, hastily devised a code 
by which the spirit could answer questions by giving an appropri
ate number of raps. In no time at all Kate and Maggie were 
demonstrating their mediumship in packed concert halls, being 
joined later by an older sister who, not to be outdone, had dis
covered that she too shared the family's  psychic gifts. Other people 
copied them until the whole country was swept by a veritable 
fever of knockings, rappings and table-turnings. When this had 
reached its height the sisters astonished everyone by confessing 
that the manifestations were one big hoax.  The raps, they 
explained, were produced by dislocating the toe and other small 
joints in their feet .  But far from finishing the girls '  career, this 
revelation gave it a boost . Crowds flocked more than ever to wit
ness the dexterity with which the Misses Fox clicked their joints 
on command. Then one sister announced that her confession 
had been false and that the spirits did after all produce the raps. 
A confusing series of confessions, retractions and more confes
sions followed until it became impossible for anyone to tell where 
the truth lay. In the meantime rival mediums had begun to 
produce phenomena far more spectacular than anything managed 
by the dexterous Foxes. They died, it is said, of drink. 

The sisters are still remembered by spiritualists to the extent 
that most regard 1848, as the year when the modern movement 
began. But a discreet silence surrounds the young ladies and their 
noisy exploits. And who can blame the spiritualists? There are 
quite a few popes whom the Vatican would prefer to forget .  

Gafferel, Jacques (1601 -81) .  A practising French kabbalist of wide 
learning who had the post of librarian to Cardinal Richelieu . 

Gardner, G. B. In the nineteen-fifties, Gardner, by then a septu
agenarian, became the self-appointed Pope of British witchcraft. 
His first book on the subject, Modern Witchcraft (Rider, London , 
1954), is a vulgarization of Dr Margaret Murray ' s  earlier find
ings, but his second, Witchcraft Today (Rider, London, 1957) ,  is  
more interesting. On his retirement he became curator of his 
own museum of witchcraft at Castletown on the Isle of Man .  
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This curious institution was subsequently run by Gardner's heirs, 
who claimed to have inherited also the high rank he had assumed 
for himself in the witch movement. Such a claim was more than 
some witches could accept and so they promptly transferred their 
allegiance to a rival pontiff who l ived in the north of England. 
As a result British witchcraft, l ike the fourteenth-century Church, 
is rent by schism . 

Gaufridi, Louis. In his lifetime he was known as the Prince of Sor
cerers ,  although no amount of sorcery could keep him from the 
gallows where he met his death in 161 1 .  

Gessner. A German farmer who was convinced that treasure lay 
buried in his orchard. To discover its exact whereabouts he and 
two friends, called Heichler and Zenner, resolved to question the 
spirits. For this purpose they engaged the services of a young 
man, Weber, who was a student at  the University ofjena. Weber 
possessed the magical instruments needed for the proposed evo
cation. The seance took place, without Heichler, in a small hut 
on Christmas Eve, 1 7 1 5 .  When Heichler visited the hut some 
fifteen hours later, he found Gessner and Zenner both dead, the 
latter's body hideously mutilated, and Weber unconscious .  That 
night three men were sent to guard the hut ,  but by the follow
ing morning one was dead and the other two gravely ill . There 
is a theory that the deaths were caused by fumes from some char
coal burning inside the hut; but that in no way explains the muti
lation of Zenner's body or the terrible story told by the surviving 
guards once they had regained their senses. 

Grant, Kenneth . An admirer of the late Aleister Crowley and, like 
him, associated with the Ordo Templi Orentis, founded by Theodor 
Reuss in 1912 . Its teachings are allegedly based on those of the 
Kn ights Templar. With John Symonds, C rowley ' s  biographer 
and literary executor, Grant edited The Corifessions of Aleister Crowley 
Oonathan Cape, London, 1969). 

Guaito., Sto.nislas de (1861-97) .  An active nineteenth-century writer 
and occultist, an admirer of Elphas Levi ( q .v. ) , who tried to revive 
Rosicrucianism on the Continent . His philosophy, as set out in 
his Serpent de Ia Genese, a defence of magic was based on the accep
tance of evil as the balancing force in life .  
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Guinan, Rene (1886-1951) .  After sampling various occult systems 
(The Hermetic School of Papus, Theosophy and a modern ver
sion of Gnosticism) he embraced I slam in 1912 ,  detecting in it 
the essence of every esoteric tradition. His many books, some 

of them critical of contemporary movements (L'Erreur spiril.e, 1923, 
Le TheosophisTT�£, histoire d'une pseudo-religion, 1921) can still be read 
with profit. Like julius Evola, (q.v. ) Guenon believed that civili
zation could be redeemed only under a leadership combining 
temporal and spiritual power, a theme developed in his difficult 
but fascinating book, Le Rni du Monde. In 1934, by then widowed 
and re-named Abdul Wahed-Yahia, he married the daughter of 
a sheikh and settled in Egypt. There he died in 1951 ,  with the 
name of Allah on his lips. A biographical and critical introduc
tion to his work in English is Rene Guenon and the Future of the Wert, 
by Robin Waterfield (Crucible, 1987) .  

Guibourg, Etienne (1602-80). An elderly priest who between 1673 
and 1679 conducted amatory masses for Mme de Montespan, 
whose nude body provided him with his altar. During this rite 
he would slit the throat of a small child and allow its blood to 
gush into a chalice resting on Mme de Montespan's  stomach. 
Flour was added to the blood in order to make the wafer which, 
duly consecrated, was then dedicated to Astaroth and Asmodeus, 
twin powers of Darkness. Later the amatory Masses were suc
ceeded by Masses intended to cause Louis XIV's  death, which 
Mme de Montespan supplemented by trying to poison him. It 
was her attempts to administer these poisons that finally led to 
the investigation which brought the whole sordid business to light. 
It is not known how many children were immolated by Guibourg 
in his effort to serve the royal favourite, but he was executed for 
his pains .  

He/mont, Jean &ptist van ( 1577 -1644). A kabbalist (and the dis
coverer of gases !) who sought to unify Rosicrucian teachings. His 
son is held to have introduced Leibniz to the kabbalah, thereby 
helping him to develop his famous theory of monads. 

HeTTTU!S Trismegistus. His name means Hermes Thrice Greatest, 
but his true identity is unknown. The Neoplatonists, like Plato 
himself, associated him with the Egyptian god Tehuti (Thoth) ,  
but others have claimed that he was either Adam or Adam's 
grandson . His importance in magic is due to the so-called Emer-
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ald Tablet which succinctly sets out  the 'as above, so  below' prin
ciple on which most magical theory is based . Accepted by Free
masons as one of their craft ,  he was also the fabled author of 
forty-two books about the l ife and philosophy of ancient Egypt . 

'Horwrius : The accredited author of a famous grimoire called the 
Constitution of Horwrius (1629),  which has been attributed both to 
Pope Honorius I ( 7 th Century) and to Pope Honorius III ( 12 16-
27 ) .  Its rituals are a Christ ianized version of the sort of thing 
found elsewhere, notably in the Key of Solonwn. Eliphas Levi (q.v. ) ,  
who claimed that the book ' s  author was in fact the anti-pope 
Honorius I I ,  argues that in it ' superstitious and sacrilegious 
forms ' are used to conceal its secrets from the uninitiated . 

lambliclw.s (250-325) .  This philosopher, founder of the Syrian 
school of Neo-platonism , is not highly thought of by historians 
of philosophy since he complicated Platonism by splitting up the 
assumed realities of the spiritual world and inserting intermedi
ary categories between them . He was also the author of a theur
gic treatise On the Mysteries of the Egyptians, Chal.deans and Assyrians, 
in which he aimed to reconcile Neo platonism with the beliefs 
of pagan religion.  Like modern magicians, lamblichus believed 
in the ritual conjuration of cosmic forces under the appearance 
of traditional god-forms. 

'Inquire Within : Anonymous author - in reality Christine M .  
Stoddart - of two rather silly books, Light-Beo.rers of Darkness (1930) 
and The Trail of the Serpent ( 1936), which argue that behind occul
tism there lies a nefarious plot to assume control of society. 

Kardec, Allan (Lion-Hyppolite-Denizo.rt Rival, 1804-69). Kardec, a 
schoolteacher (and former pupil of Pestalozzi), was the father 
of continental spiritualism. His Spin"ts ' Book (Lake, Sao Paolo, 
new ed. ,  n.d. ), a series of questions and spirit answers, is described 
as the bible of modern spiritualism. Among the spirits purported 
to communicate with him were Socrates, St Augustine, Martin 
Luther and Napoleon.  Kardec ' s  tomb at Pere Lachaise cemetery 
in Paris remains a place of pilgrimage for the faithful. 

Kelley, Edward (see Dee, Dr John) .  

King, George. Founder in 1956 of an occult group, whose aims were 
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to disseminate the teachings of one Aetherius who lives on Venus 
and communicates through Mr King. As their effort towards 
world peace, members 'charge ' mountains with a cosmic power 
channelled through certain space-intelligences who circle the earth 
in flying saucers. 

Knight, Gareth (Basil Wilby). Author of A Practical Guide to Occult Sym
bolism (Helios Books, Toddington, 1964 ). This work contains Mr 
Knight ' s  reflections on,  among other things, the Tarot and the 
Tree of Life. He is also, with W. E. Butler ( q.v. ) , responsible for 
a correspondence course on the kabbalah , both having served 
their apprenticeships in Dion Fortune's  Society of the Inner Light. 

Koh Hung. A Chinese sage who lived in the fourth century and 
wrote a book on charms called the Pao Poh-Tze. His essays on 
alchemy still exist . 

Kramer, Heinrich. His main claim to notoriety is that he was co
author with Jacob Sprenger of the Malleus Malejicarum or Witches 
Hammer (Hogarth Press, London, 1969). Published in the fifteenth 
century, this terrible book described ways of identifying and deal
ing with witches. The ecclesiastical authorities used it as their 
vade-mecum in the great witch-hunts that were to follow. A few 
years ago an English translation was produced by the Revd Mon
tague Summers. 

La J..Visin (d. 1681) .  An infamous sorceress whose real name was 
Catherine Monvoisin . She became the confidante of many ladies 
in the French Court to whom she sold love potions and other 
amorous charms. Her services extended also to the provision of 
Black Masses, for which she recruited the help of the renegade 
priest Etienne Guibourg ( q .v. ) .  Her most famous client was the 
Marquise de Montespan, mistress of Louis XIV, who sought 
Satanic help to retain the king ' s  affection . The full extent of La 

Voisin ' s  influence came to light after Louis ordered an investi
gation into her activities . So many important people were found 
to be involved in the scandal that things were hushed up, although 
La Voisin, being expendable, was put to death. 

Leon, Moses de (1250-1305). A Jewish scholar who is thought either 
to have written (as his wife claimed) or to have brought the ilJhar, 
a kabbalistic work, to Spain in the thirteenth century. The book 
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records discussions with Simeon ben Yochai, a second-century 
rabbi and mystic . 

Uvi Eliphas (c. 1810- 75 ) .  Eliphas Levi was the adopted Hebrew 
name of Alphonse- Louis Constant, later to become one of the 
important modern writers on magic. Originally destined for the 
Church, he was expelled from his seminary because of unortho
dox views and a social ist conscience. After an unsuccessful mar
riage he turned his mind to occultism - he coined the term -
and became connected with a school of magic said to have been 
established in Cambridge by Francis Barrett ( q.v. ) .  His philosophy 
is contained in two books, Le DogTTII! et rituel de Ia ho.ute magi£ (1854-
6) and Histoire de Ia Magi£ (1860) . Both have been translated into 
English and are still in print under the titles Transcendmtol Magi£ 
and The History of Magi£ (Rider, London, 1968 and 1969 respec
tively). Before completing his second book Levi reverted to the 
Catholic faith, but though ceasing thereafter to regard magic as 
the one true science, he remained fascinated by it . The 
experienced student will find in Levi ' s  books much that is use
ful and interesting and much that is pretentious and nonsensi
cal as well , perhaps deliberately so. 

It was Eliphas Levi who, though normally averse to necro
mancy, attempted in 1854 to communicate with the spirit of Apol
lonius of Tyana. Compared with the extravagances of Levi 's  usual 
literary style the description of the evocation given in Transcen
dentol Magi£ is remarkably straightforward. 

Lewis, H. Spencer. The founder in 1915 and subsequently Imper
ator of the Ancient Mystical Order Rosae Crucis (A.M .O.R.C.) ,  
which, thanks to the generosity of a Californian benefactor, has 
its headquarters in San jose , California and claims to be the sole 
guardian of Rosicrucian truths. The organization offers noth
ing less than the complete mastery of life, combined with the 
more altruistic aim of redeeming modern civilization .  This 
extraordinary service comes in the form of a correspondence 
course which can be supplemented - at extra cost - by the 
Imperator's own books on reincarnation, Atlantis and the mean
ing of the pyramids. The Sphinx and the pyramids feature promi
nently in both the text and illustrations of the society ' s  literature, 
the rest of which offers further courses to help disciples win high 
rank in the movement. 

Other less prosperous Rosicrucian fraternities exist (see 
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&senlcreu.z, Christian), but rich or poor, none has been able to prove 
its direct descent from the original namesake. 

Lully, Raymund ( 1235- 1315) .  A Spanish alchemist and keen stu
dent of the kabbalah, which in his lifetime became popular among 
Jewish intellectuals living in Spain. He was apparently success
ful in obtaining alchemical gold, which is sometimes called aurum 
raymundi in memory of him. His tomb is located in the church 
of St Francis in Palma de Mallorca. 

Magus, Simon. The Samarian whose story is recounted in the New 
Testament (Acts 8). He was converted to Christianity on wit
nessing the thaumaturgic skills of Philip as he went about heal
ing the sick. To show his renunciation of magic Simon hurled 
his occult books into the sea, an extravagant gesture he lived to 
regret, for his conversion did not last long. Non-biblical accounts 
of his subsequent career, for example those of Iranaeus and Hip
polytus, tell how he launched a gnostic-type religion of his own .  
His end, however, was a sad one; seeking to  emulate the resur
rection of Christ, Simon instructed his followers to bury him alive. 
When he failed to resurrect on the third day, he was dug up and 
found to be dead. A rival account maintains that he fell to his 
death from a high tower, mistakenly believing he could fly. 

Master John . A shady character from the fourteenth century and 
an enthusiastic necromancer. He was accused of plotting to 
murder Edward II  by magical means. 

Matmw.s, julius Firmicus. A Roman writer of the fourth century 
who studied magic at Alexandria. On his return to Rome he com
posed a lengthy defence of astrology and divination called the 
Mathesis. 

Mathers, S. L. 'MacGregor: S. L. Mathers (the MacGregor was a 
Scottish addition which both he and Aleister Crowley adopted 
in their Celtophile phase) first came into contact with what was 
to become the Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn through Dr 
W. R. Woodman, supreme magus of the Societas &sicrucio.TIIl in 
Anglio.. Woodman had obtained access to documents setting out 
rituals ,  the authenticity of which was confirmed by a mysteri
ous German woman, Anna Sprengel, leader of a continental 
branch of Rosicrucianism called the L . . .  L . . .  L . . .  (Licht , Liebe 
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und Leben) .  Frau Sprengel , authorized the Englishmen to set 
up a British Chapter to be known as the Golden Dawn. Its mem
bers included Annie Horniman , W. B. Yeats, Arthur Machen 
and A. E. Waite. The rituals set out in the ancient documents 
formed the basis of the ceremonial used by the Golden Dawn 
in their magical work, but there is evidence that Mathers con
tributed much from his own head and his private researches in 
the British Museum - where, incidentally, he first encountered 
W. B. Yeats. Mathers married the sister of Henri Bergson, the 
French philosopher and settled in Paris, setting up a temple 
(Ahathoor) there. His magical name was Deo Duce Comite Ferro 
and his book The Kabbalo.h Unveiled (Routledge, London, 1970) 
is still widely respected - it is based on Knorr von Rosenroth ' s  
Kabbalah DerwdaJo. (1677) .  After Mathers' death, his widow, Moina, 
created her own lodge, the A :. 0 :. (Alpha et Omega) which con
tinued to function in London until the outbreak of World War II .  

Merlin. The historical Merlin (Myrddin) was probably a bard 
who lived in the first half of the sixth century when, according 
to tradition, he attended the court of King Arthur. He is said 
to have been buried on Bardsey Island. The name was picked 
up by Geoffrey de Monmouth, whose fanciful Vzla Merlini (c. 1145) 
was to provide the basis for subsequent legends about the great 
wizard of the Arthurian cycle .  He has since become the patron 
of druidic magic (although it is unlikely that he ever met a Druid 
in the sixth century) and of many occultists of Celtic stock. An 
esoteric order known as the Lux Merlini was recently set up to 
establish contact with the Inner Planes tradition of which Mer
lin, rightly or wrongly, is believed to he the head. As Spenser 
has pointed out: 

For Merlin had in Magick more insight 
Than ever him before, or after living wight .  

( Th£ Faerie Queene, Book III ,  Canto 3) 

Molay, Jacques de (b .  1244) The last Grand Master of the Knights 
Templar, he was burned at the stake in 1313 after King Philippe 
IV of France had ordered the arrest of all the Knights .  Among 
other things they were accused of sodomy, trampling and spit
ting on the Cross, and worshipping a homed idol named Bapho-
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met. Eliphas Levi claimed that the French Revolution represented 
the Templars ' revenge for the persecution they had suffered in 
the fourteenth century. An order claiming to revive the Tem
plar tradition was re-established in 1902 by a German, Theodor 
Reuss. In Masonry there exists a Templar tradition believed to 
revert to 1314 and traceable (via Scotland) to de Molay ' s  nephew 
Frans:ois de Beaujeu. 

Mora, Pietro. A notorious magician who dwelt in Milan at the 
beginning of the seventeenth century. There he practised nigro
mancy, alchemy and, it was rumoured, the Satanic Mass. He 
was also accused of poisoning people and being responsible for 
spreading the plague. As our knowledge of these crimes stems 
entirely from a confession Mora made under torture, he may 
not have been so wicked after all . His book Zekerboni came into 
Casanova' s possession and helped convict him of sorcery in 1755 .  

Necto.nebus. An Egyptian king who reigned in the fourth century 
BC and a magician of considerable prowess. He had a gift for 
prophecy which enabled him to see the outcome of battles, and 
on at least one occasion to escape disaster. Tradition maintains 
that he travelled to Greece, where he set himself up as a physi
cian and occultist . 

Neuburg, Victor (1883- 1940). Neuburg, poet and critic, was also 
Frater Omnia Vincam in C rowley 's  magical Order, Argenteum 
Astrum. There he was subjected by his mentor to all sorts of 
indignities, although he probably accepted these as a necessary 
part of his magical training. ( In the East it is quite common for 
a guru to treat his chela or apprentice with studied cruelty, while 
nearer home the respected Gurdj ieff was none too gentle with 
his pupils . )  In addition, Neuburg was Crowley ' s  sexual partner 
in many magical operations. 

Nostradamus (1503-66). Nostradamus, whose real name was Michel 
de Nostre-Dame, was a favourite of Catherine de Medici, 
physician- in-ordinary to Charles IX and a well-known figure at 
Court . A Jew who converted to Catholicism, his enduring 
celebrity is due to Centuries (Lyon,  1555) ,  a book of prophetic 
poetry in which many world events are foretold, seemingly up 
to the year 3797. Unfortunately the ambiguous language in which 
the prognostications are couched makes it difficult to assess their 
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accuracy. The book was put on the Index by the Church in 1 781 .  

d'Olivet, Fabre ( 1 768-182 5) .  an occultist who wrote a famous work 
called The Restitution of the Hebrew Tongue, in which he sought to 
revive the rel igion of Pythagoras. His knowledge of it he owed 
partly to the Master responsible for his initiation in 1790,  an 
Arab named Elious Bactor, and partly to his wife who was clair
voyant. He was also the author of a Catechism of Cahbalistic Principles. 

Papus (see Encausse, Gerard) .  

Paracelsus (c .  1493 -1541) .  Born at Einsiedeln, his  real name was 
Theophrastus Bombast von Hohenheim; he changed this to 
Aureolus Paracelsus partly in order to show his superiority to 
Celsus. After studying at Basel he became for a time the pupil 
of Tritheim (q.v. ) ,  who introduced him to occultism . Afterwards 
he lectured on medicine but was dismissed from his post on 
account of his controversial views . More travels followed, until 
he died - some say was murdered - at Salzburg where he had 
enjoyed the friendship and protection of the archbishop. 

Paracelsus is often described as the father of modern medi
cine although his theories - like his esoteric speculation - owe 
a great deal to the misunderstandings and superstitions of his 
age .  The mainstay of his occult system was the Hermetic view 
that human life is inseparable from that of the universe. From 
there Paracelsus went on.to assert that the clay from which men 
are made, the lirrw.s terrae, was a compound of every chemical ele
ment in existence. Foremost among these chemicals were salt ,  
sulphur and mercury which in healthy people were bound 
together by Archaeus, a subtle force situated in the stomach. 
Paracelsus sought to heal his ailing patients by prescribing small 
doses, according to the law of similars, as in modern homoeopa
thy, as well as by immersing them in mineral baths so as to make 
up for any deficiency in their chemical composition and 
encourage the Archaeus to function properly. Of more interest to 
us nowadays are his views on the power of thought and the preva
lence of the universal mind . He also has much of interest to say 
on the elemental kingdoms in his De nymphis, sylphis, pygmis, et 
salamandris, one of the 364 works attributed to him . His death 
is commemorated on September 24th, and healing operations 
which invoke his assistance are performed on that day. 
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Paris, GuillaumJ!. A medieval magician who, like Pope Silvester 
II and the famous Robert of Lincoln (Robert Grossetete), manu
factured talking statues. 

Pasqually, Martines de ( 1 72 7 -74 ) .  A French occultist , founder of the 
Martinist order, its aim the ' re- integration' of the human con
dit ion. His  followers, the Freres du Si.eur de Pasqually, still have a 
few Hermetic lodges in north-eastern France, their 10 grades of 
initiation leading to that of Reau-Croix. The rituals  described 
by him were later adapted by his secretary, Louis-Claude de 
Saint -Martin ,  on more orthodox Masonic l ines. 

Postel, GuillaumJ! de ( 1510-81) . A noted astrologer and kabbalist who 
was often in trouble with the Inquisition. He claimed to have 
received hidden knowledge which he embodied in a book called 
The &y to Things &pt Secret From the Foundation of the World. 

Prophetissa, Maria. Known also as Mary the Jewess, this lady was 
thought by her contemporaries to be none other than Miriam, 
the wily sister of Moses. She worked as an alchemist in Alexan
dria in the fourth century and designed a special furnace for spa
gyric experiments. The term 'bain-Marie', still used in chemistry 
and cooking, owes its origin to her. 

Pythagoras (569-470 BC) . Occultists are proud to claim the great 
philosopher-mathematician as one of their own, pointing out that 
after studying astrology and other esoteric subjects in Egypt and 
Chaldea, he established his own school of initiates in C rotona. 
His theories on the transmigration of souls and the significance 
of numbers have earned for him their profound gratitude. How 
many of these theories are actually those of Pythagoras is uncer
tain, for according to Aristotle many disciples used falsely to claim 
that their own pet theories had been received from the l ips of 
the Master. The Stoic philosopher Diogenes Laertius associated 
the teachings of Pythagoras with those of druidism. 

Rais, Gilles de (1401-40) .  After a distinguished military career, dur
ing which he accompanied Joan of Arc to Orleans, he began to 
squander his vast fortune until at last he had to resort to magic 
in an effort to replenish the empty coffers. His first experiments 
were unsuccessful, but things began to look brighter when a 
Florentine priest called Prelati offered him his services. Unfor-
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tunately, Prelati 's familiar, Barron by name, had a liking for small 
children, 140 of whom were sacrificed in his honour. Gilles ' s  con
fession, though made under torture, makes gruesome reading. 
He was hanged , repentant, on October 26th, 1440 . 

Rasputin, Gregor EjiTTllJvitch ( 1871-1916). Many stories surround the 
Russian monk, including, inevitably perhaps, one that makes 
him out to be a practising magician. During his lifetime he exer
cised tremendous power over those who came in contact with 
him, but this was probably due to the force of his personality 
rather than magic. Rasputin believed that within him there 
burned a divine spark enabling him to offer salvation to those 
who sought it. Salvation, however, demanded repentance, and 
repentance presupposed sin. Thus Rasputin is said to have 
encouraged his followers to sin heartily so as to have something 
worth repenting later. 

The circumstances of his death after a supper party at Prince 
Youssupoffs  palace are well known. 

&gardie, Dr Israel. Since 1920 Dr Regardie has done much to 
remove the excessive secrecy surrounding modern occultism. His 
account of the Golden Dawn rituals, once a collector ' s  piece, is 
now generally available ( The Golden Dawn, an encyc/Qpedia of practi
cal occultism [ Llewellyn Press, St Paul, Minnesota, 1970] ) as are 
his other books. These include, from the same publishers, The 
Philosopher's Stone, The Middle Pi/lo,r and The Eye in the Triangle, this 
last being a study of Aleister Crowley. All appeared in new edi
tions in 1970. Also available are Fountlo.titms of Practical Magic (1979) 
and CereTTllJnial Magic ( 1980) from the Aquarian Press. 

Reuss, Theodor (1855-1923). In 1902 Reuss re-established the O.T.O. 
(Ordo Templi Orientis) which still exists and claims to continue the 
teachings of the Knights Templar. In 1912 Aleister C rowley was 
authorised by Reuss to establish an English branch of the Order 
known as the My�teria Mystica Maxima. The M.M.M.  was later 
assimilated into Crowley ' s  own Argenteum Astrum. Those 
occupying the highest grades of the O.T.O. ( its headquarters in 
Zurich) are reported to indulge in certain Tantric practices. 

Ripley, George. A fifteenth-century occultist who claimed to have 
discovered the Philosophers ' Stone. He also experimented with 
an aurum potabile which he had distilled and which he hoped might 
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provide him with the elixir of l ife. He died of old age. 

Rosenkreuz, Christian ( 1378-?1484 ) .  Rosenkreuz and Rosicrucian
ism are first mentioned in a book called Famo. Fraternitatis which 
turned up between 1610 and 1615 .  It tells how Rosenkreuz jour
neyed to Damascus, Arabia and Egypt, where he acquired great 
wisdom. On his return to Germany he chose eight friends to 
whom he imparted the secrets he had learned. Each then departed 
to a different country in search of recruits. For the next 120 years 
the fraternity remained secret, until one day a member came 
across the vault in which lay the perfectly preserved body of its 
founder and some valuable documents. Once these papers had 
been distributed among the brothers the tomb was resealed and 
its whereabouts are now unknown. 

Some commentators contend that Rosenkreuz is a mythical 
character whose ' life '  is an allegorical history of the Rosicrucian 
movement, first penned by a Protestant clergyman, Valentin 
Andreae ( 1586-1654). In modern times there are some fifty 
Rosicrucian groups in existence, not to mention the Rose-Croix 
Order in Freemasonry. The largest existing fraternities are based 
in America where H. Spencer Lewis (q.v.) founded the Ancient 
Mystical Order Rosae Crucis while his rival R. Swinbum Clymer 
created the Fraternitas R.osae Crucis known as the Rosicrucian Foun
dation, and not to be confused with the Rosicrucian Fellowship 
founded by Max Heindel (1865-1919) in Oceanside (CA) - or, 
for that matter, with the Lectorium R.osicrucianum which seceded from 
the Fellowship (under the leadership of Jan van Rijkenborgh) 
some forty years ago. All claimed to have inherited the ancient 
wisdom of their Rosicrucian predecessors, Lewis apparently 
claiming that his group is directly descended from a secret 
brotherhood that has numbered Solomon, Plato, Jesus and Ben
jamin Frankl in among its members. 

Saint-Germain, Comte de (c. 1 7 10-?80). Said to have been of 
Portuguese-Jewish origin, the mysterious Count appeared .at the 
French Court in 17 48 where he astonished everyone with his vast 
knowledge and fluency in every major European language. The 
thing which really intrigued his contemporaries was his claim 
to be over two thousand years old .  The story he gave was that 
having discovered an alchemical elixir which halted senescence, 
he had succeeded in staying a perennial thirty-year-old. The tale 
was widely believed and its teller credited with the most won-



APPENDIX 3: THE OCCULT WHO'S WHO 285 

drous magical secrets . He was the author of a manual La Tres 
Sainte Trinosophi.e, and Cagl iostro tells us that Saint-Germain was 
the founder of Freemasonry in France. 

In 1 760 he journeyed to England and stayed there for two years 
before going off to Russia where he captivated the Empress 
Catherine. More travels followed before he eventually settled in 
Schleswig-Holstein. There he taught magic to Landgrave Charles 
of Hesse-Cassel until his death in 1 780. There are reports, 
however, that he was seen in Paris in 1 789 and then elsewhere 
in Europe. He is even believed to have turned up, as spry and 
erudite as ever, at a diplomatic reception on the eve of the last war. 

These and similar stories have made Saint-Germain something 
of a hero among occultists. According to the Theosophical Soci
ety, he is to be counted amongst the Masters, being linked to 
the son of Prince Racoczi of Transylvania (The Master R. ) ,  but 
before accepting this claim the reader should examine the chap
ter devoted to him in Professor E. M. Butler ' s  Myth of the Magus 
(Macmillan , London, 1948) .  Among other incarnations 
attributed to Saint-Germain are the two Bacon's ,  Francis and 
Roger (q.v. ) .  

&hropjer, Johann Georg ( 1 730- 74) .  A teacher and practitioner of the 
magical art, previously the owner of a coffee house, he was known 
as the ' Illuminatus of Leipzig' . On one occasion he conducted 
a seance for Prince Charles of Saxony. It  is recounted that he 
once dispatched a fiend to torment one of his adversaries. 
However, the demon found its intended victim dead on arrival , 
and furious at being thwarted returned to plague Schropfer. In 
desperation the magician shot himself one morning in a wood 
on the outskirts of Leipzig. 

&ot, Michael (c. 1 1 7 5-1232) .  After studying at Oxford and Paris ,  
Scot became one of the many scholars at the Court of Frederick 
I I .  There he produced several books dealing with the occult 
sciences (Super actorem spherae, De Sole et Luna, De chiromantia) . These 
became exceedingly popular in the fifteenth and sixteenth cen
turies when new editions regularly appeared. 

Many legends grew up around Scot, the most famous being 
one that tells how he met his death . According to this, Scot had 
once predicted that he would be killed by a stone weighing not 
more than two ounces. In order to protect h imself, therefore, 
he always went about with a helmet on his head. But Fate was 
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not to be cheated. One morning in church, just as the unsuspect
ing Scot raised his helmet at the elevation of the host, down fell 
the fatal stone. 

Sir Walter Scott has more to say about him in a note to his 
Lay of the Last Minstrel, where the opening of the magician' s  tomb 
is described .  Michael Scot is also mentioned by Boccaccio and 
figures in Dante 's  Inferno (Canto XX, 1 15 - 17 ) .  

Scot, &ginold. He was the author of a book called Discouerie of Wzlch
craft ( 1584) which is intended to be an exposure of ceremonial 
magic and the 'cozenors ' who practised it. In it he gives a descrip
tion of many ritual processes, most of them derived from the Pseu
dmnonarchia daemorw.m of Wierus  (q.v. ) .  However, his contempo
raries, far from being put off by what they read, were fascinated. 
The book was frequently reprinted and emerged in 1665 with 
copious additions by an anonymous author who, unlike Scot, 
took his magic seriously. The most substantial additions are to 
the section called 'A Discouerie of Devils and Spirits '. 

Sibly, Ebenezer (b. 1 757) .  Known as the Prophet Sibly, he was a 
physician who in 1790 published his New and Complete Illustration 
of the Occult Sciences. He held that all in nature had a prophetic 
meaning, and sought in his lifetime to make that meaning known 
to his contemporaries. 

Solomon. With the passing of time, Solomon' s  wisdom was 
extended to occult law, so that by the first century AD the 
historian josephus could report that the biblical king had power 
over all the spirits of the infernal world. Soon afterwards his name 
began to recur in the folklore not only of Europe but also of India, 
Ethiopia and China. By the Middle Ages he had become a univer
sal figure, a Lord of the Occult, who was expert at magic, 
alchemy, astrology and much else besides. Many magical text
books were ascribed to him, the most famous being the Testo.ment 
of Solomon which recounts the king's  magical exploits in autobi
ographical form, the Lernegeton or Lesser &y of Solomon which con
tains a catalogue of the demonic powers, and most notable, the 
Clavicula Salomonis or &y of Solomon which remained for centuries 
the happy hunting-ground of magicians and scholars. 

Solomon is revered also by the Freemasons. A legend surround
ing his construction of the Temple l ies at the heart of their corpus 
symholicum. 
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Spearman-Cook, Gladys. In the nineteen-sixties, this lady presided 
over an organization known as the School of Universal Philosophy 
and Healing. Students of the School , situated in the Holland 
Park area of London, received their instructions from an enlight
ened Venusian whose mouthpiece was none other than Mrs 
Spearman-Cook herself. At one point, the Venusian entered the 
political arena on the side of the Labour Party. Apart from his 
opinions on the Socialist Theocracy, the same Venusian had to 
his credit some bizarre views on flying saucers, nutrition and sex. 

Steiner, Rudolf(1861-1925). It was while preparing for his doctorate 
from the University of Rostock that Steiner began to develop 
his theories about a state of perception totally independent of 
the senses. This spiritual perception was a product of the higher 
self and enabled man to become aware of an otherwise imper
ceptible spiritual world.  This world is probably identical to the 
astral world of esoteric tradition . In 1902 Steiner became 
associated with the Theosophical Society but eleven years later, 
unable to stomach Mrs Besant ' s  messianic claims on behalf of 
her protege, Krishnamurti, he founded his own Anthroposophical 
Society, whose headquarters were the Goetheanum at Dornach 
in Switzerland. The original Goetheanum, constructed entirely 
of wood, was burned down in 1922 but a new edifice soon took 
its place. Steiner died before its completion in 1925 .  A philo
sopher, scientist and artist of considerable merit, he is remem
bered also for his practical contribution to medicine, art, 
education, agriculture and the cure of mental illness. For a some
what adulatory survey of his work see Rudolf Steiner's Virzim of Love, 
by Bernard Nesfield-Cookson (Aquarian Press, 1983), and Rudolf 
Steiner: Essential Readings, edited by Richard Seddon (Crucible, 
1988). 

Strinbdherg, Aug!Lft (1849-1912). The Swedish playwright, an admirer 
of his visionary compatriot Emanuel Swedenborg (1688- 17 72) ,  
was much interested in the cognate sciences, especially alchemy, 
and for a time frequented esoteric circles in Paris .  

Tritheim, Johann ( 1462-1516) .  Abbot of Sponheim and friend of 
Agrippa (q.v. ) ,  he was profoundly interested in alchemy and her
metic science. His division of magic into three categories (natural ,  
kabbalistic and Satanic) has gained little acceptance, but the clas
sification of demons in his book Liber octo quaestionum is still 
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accepted by some magical lodges. Tradition has it that Tritheim 
once exorcized Mary of Burgundy, wife of the Emperor Max
imillian . 

U&ite, A .  E. (d.  1942) .  In 1903 , when its members were quarrel
ling among themselves, Arthur Edward Waite, an American, 
seceded from the London branch (Isis-Urania) of the Hermetic 
Order of the Golden Dawn and set up a rival order of the same 
name (he had been admitted to the parent body on Aleister 
Crowley 's  recommendation in 1898). At once he set about Chris
tianizing its rituals, to the dismay of his more pagan brethren. 
A formidable scholar, Waite was responsible for, among other 
things, translating Eliphas Levis ' s  books into English . Waite ' s  
autobiography, Sho.dows of Lift and Thought, has two chapters on 
the history and organization of the Golden Dawn. His papers 
are collected in Hermetic Papers of A. E. U&ite, edited by R.A. Gil
bert (Aquarian Press,  1987),  A . E. U&ite: Selected Masonic Papers, 
edited by Edward Dunning (Aquarian Press, 1988), and a ser
ies of correspondence in Arthur Machen: Selected Letters (Crucible, 
1988). The first biography of Waite is R.A. Gilbert's  A . E. U&ite: 
Magician of Many Parts (Crucible , 1 987) .  

Wrnus, johannes ( 1516-88). A pupil of Agrippa (q.v. ) and author 
of a manual De praestigiis daemorrum tt inconJJztitm.ibus tt vmtficiis, which 
gives advice on demoniac conjuration, sorcery and the concoc
tion of magic potions. His book Pstudomonarchia do.emonum contains 
a list of nearly seventy demons together with details of their offices 
and activities . 

Ytats, W B. (1865-1939). The Irish dramatist, poet and mystic 
established a small esoteric group of his own in Dublin called 
the Hermetic Students. On coming to London he met - and 
much admired - Mme Blavatsky, becoming for a time an 
enthusiastic supporter of Theosophy. Later (on 7 March 1890) 
he was initiated by S. L. Mathers into the Hermetic Order of 
the Golden Dawn. There Yeats, as Frater Daemon est Deus 
lnversus, quickly rose to high rank, eventually obtaining con
trol of the London branch after Mathers had decamped to France. 
Yeats saw his position threatened by Alt>ister Crowley (q.v.) ,  who 
had managed to win over Mathers during a visit to Paris. After 
lengthy and undignified squabbling Yeats resigned from the 
Golden Dawn and, like Dr Dee before him, is reported to have 
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burnt his magical books. A general account of all this activity 
can be found in Yeat 's autobiography Th£ Trembling of the Veil (Mac
millan, London, 1926); a critical study of the influence of his 
occult activities on his life may be found in ltatr's Golden Dawn, 
by George Mills Harper (Aquarian Press, 1987) . He was also 
the author of Studies in Mysticism and Certain Aspects of the Secret Tra
dition (Hodder, London, 1906) and The Real Histmy of the Rosicru
cians (Kegan Paul ,  London,  1909). Yeat ' s  ambition had been to 
reconcile his own Celtic sympathies with occult tradition, creat
ing perhaps an esoteric order to which I reland ' s  cultural elite 
would belong. 

Ziito. A fourteenth-century magician at the Court of King Wen
ceslas IV of Bohemia, his feats are recounted by the historian 
Dubravius .  





NOTES 

CHAPTER 1 .  MAGIC AND NATURAL LAW 

I .  Cf. Virgil, Gtorgiu iv, 219-21 : His quidam sitniJ tJ/tjU6 1111« exnnp1t1 S«Uti esse apibus Jltlr· 
11m tlWintle mnrlis et ltaustw aetlreriDs dixnt; deum 1lllnii{U4 in pn umnis temJsque lrrJ&twque mtlris 
CMiumque prl!funilmn. 

2. R. Sheldrake, A New &iert&t rf 4fo and Tire Presma rf tire PfJSI (Collins, London, 
1981 and 1988). 

3 .  On these points, see H.  H.  Price, 'Parapsychology and Human Nature', J-u 
rf Pampsychology, vol. XXIII (1959), pp. 180-95; 'Survival and the Idea of another world', 
��. Society for Physical Research (1953), pp. 3-25. 

4. For Sir Alister Hardy's thoughts on telepathy and its significance, see his book 
Tire Divine Flame (Collins, London, 1966), pp. 176-97. 

5 .  See, for example, PhilDsofJiay, vol. XXIV (1949), pp. 291-308, as well as his �. 
PhilDsofJiay fl1lli Psyc/liuJJ &uanh (Routledge and Kegan Paul, London 1953). 

6. For details of Soal 's suspect data, see �� r( tire Society for Psyc/liuJJ &s.nJ&, 
May 1978, Vol. 56, PP. 250-77 .  

7 .  cr. the lint vene of  the �: 'All that we are is the result of  what we have 
thought; it is founded on our thoughts, it is made up of our thoughts'. 

I 

CHAPTER 2 .  THE MAGICAL UNIVERSE 

I .  See Ezek. 1 : 26 and Dan. 7 : 13 .  

2 .  Those who read German will find the &Jrr-W-&Jrir, together with other kabbalistic 
literature, in G. Scholem 's QJM11m und Fond&slumgm zur Gesch. d. Jud. Mystilc (Leipzig, 1923). 
Of considerable interest also are the same author's MJJjJr Tmtds injewi.sla Mysticism (Schockm 
Books, New York, 1954) and KabbtJJtJ/a (Keter, Jerusalem, 1974). 

3 .  Eliphas Levi, Trans� MD,ic, tr. Waite (Rider, London, 1968, p. 19). 

4. Raymorul or Lifo After IJealh (Methuen, London, 1916). This book caused a sensa
tion when it appeared, marking as it did the convenion of a world-famous scientist to 
spiritualism. 
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5. E. Uvi, new ed. ,  op. cit, pp. 122 fT. 

MAGIC : AN OCCULT PRIMER 

CHAPTER 3. THE WORLD AND THE MAGICIAN 

I. See Lucretius, Dt rmun Miura ii . 216-93. 

C HAPTER 5. THE MEANING OF RITUAL 

I. See Aristotle, Mnaplrysia i. chs. 5 and 8.  

2 .  Helping these prurient ideas to gain currency were the writings of the late Revd 
Montague Summers, a Roman Catholic priest, who is the nearest thing to a 20th-century 
Witchfinder General. For him, the slap and tickle of a witches ' sabbat was the most 
heinous crime in Christendom. See his Witchcraft and /Jio.dc Magic (Rider, London, 1945 ), 
and the same author's Hislllry of Witchcraft and Dtmtmo/Dgy (Routledge, London, 1956). 

3 .  To meet this interest, Reich's treatise The Function of the Orgasm was published in 
paperback in London by Panther Books (1968). See also Charles Rycroft 's recent study, 
Reich (Fontana, London, 1971) .  

4.  Details of the ritual may be found in H .  T. F. Rhodes's book The SakuUc Mtw 
(Pedigree Books, London, 1960). 

5 .  Margaret Murray, The Wlldl CuJJ in UCsttm � (Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1921); 
The God of the Witclla (Sampson Low, London, 1931; Faber and Faber, London, 1952). 
The same notion had already been mooted by Charles Leland in his Aradia ur the Gos/Hf 
of the WitcM (London, 1898). 

6. e.g. G. B. Gardner, Modem W� (Rider, London, 1954) and Arnold and Patricia 
Crowther, Till Witclles SpttJJc, (Weiser, New York, 1976). 

CHAPTER 6. THE PREPARATION 

I . For details of research in this field see Ingrid Lind, A� anti Cornmommse (Hodder, 
London, 1962),  pp. 17 fT. ; and Michel Gauquelin, Astrology anti &inra (Peter Davies, Lon
don, 1969) and l#zlten in the Stars (Aquarian Press, 1988). More recent is a study by H. 
J. Eysenck and D. K. B .• Nias, Astrology: scimu ur m�tition:' (Penguin, Harmondwonh, 
1984). 

2 . Michel Gauquelin, op. cit. pp. 211  fT. 

3 .  Details of the movements of planets through the zodiac may be obtained quite 
easily from almanacks, ephemerides, astrological magazines and the astronomical data 
given in some newspapers. 

4. Herben Trench, ' She Comes Not When Noon is on the Roses'. 
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C HAPTER 7 .  THE MASTER RITUALS 

I .  Cf. Ps .  xci  10,  I I .  

2 .  See, for example, ]. Vandier, La &ligitm i.v1Jtrlrw (Paris, 1944). More idiosyncratic 
is Rudolf Steiner's Egyptian Myths and Mysteries (Anthroposophic Press, New York, 1971) .  

C HAPTER 8. ASTRAL PROJECTION 

I. Among the best are those of R .  Crookall, Out-rf-IN-Borl:J Exfxrimas (University Books, 
New York, 1970), The Techniques of Astral Pruj«titm and More Astral Pruj«tions (both Aquar
ian Press, Wellingborough, 1964). Also of immense value are Sylvan Muldoon, The Cau 
for Astral Pruj«tilm, and Muldoon and Carrington, Tlv PllnuJrnma of Astral i'rr?j«titm and 
Tlv Pruj«titm of IN Astral Body. The last two books are published (new editions 1969) in 
London by Rider and are highly esteemed in occult circles. 

2 .  See Eccles. 12:6. 

3 .  Cf. Jer. 1 :  6: 'Then said I ,  Ah, Lord God, behold I cannot speak: for I am a child'. 

CHAPTER 10. THE ART OF PROPHESY 

I. Details of experimental work in this field will be found in D. J. West, PsydliaJI. &s.rr:A 
TotltJy (Duckworth, London, 1954; Penguin Books, Harmondsworth, 1962). See also New 
&ienlist, October 18th, 1969. 

2 .  See S. G. Soal, 'A Report on Some Communications Received through Mrs 
Blanche Cooper, Prouetlinjs, Society for Psychical Research, vol. XXXV (1926), pp. 471-
594. The case is mentioned by most writers on psychic research, among them West (op. 
cit). 

3 .  J. B. Priestley, Man and Time (Aldus, London, 1964). Of interest also are John 
Grant 's &ole of Time (Westbridge, Newton Abbot, 1980) and Michael Shallis '  stimulat· 
ing study On Time (Penguin, Harmondsworth, 1983). 

4. J. W. Dunne, An Experiment wiJh Time (Faber, London, 1929). 

5. This took place il) January 1914 and an account of it is given in Jean Overton 
Fuller's book The Magical Dilemm4 of V.&tor Nmlnug (Allen, London, 1965), pp. 203-16. 

CHAPTER 1 1 .  A WORD ABOUT DEMONS 

I .  For example, see R.  H .  Robbins, The E� o/ Wilchmift and Dmumology (Spring 
Books, London, 1959). The most comprehensive catalogue of angels, good and bad, 
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has been compiled by Gustav Davidson in his Didimrllry of A,U (The Free Press, Lon
don, 1967), while demons find their own chronicler in Fred Gittings, A Didiontlry rf Dtmoru 
(Rider, London 1988). 

2 .  Benvenuto Cellini, Vila scriJIIJ dtJ lui m.Jesimo (1558-66). 

CHAPTER 12.  THREE MAGICAL INTENTIONS 

I. See E. M. Butler, The MytA of IN MtlfUS (Macmillan, London, 1948), pp. 185-214. 
Saint-Gennain was the inspiration of Bulwer-Lytton's novel Zatrtmi, and is also a ' Master' 
of the Theosophical Society. 

2. See, for example, EdDgue VIII. Virgil's work was used for random divinitory experi
ments (SortG ViTgi/itmtJI) throughout the Middle Ages. 

3. Emly &,W/1 Prost Ramtznas, ed. Thoms (London, 1858), II, p. 58. The story is retold 
by Professor E. M. Butler, op. cit. More recent than Virgil 's alleged rejuvenation by 
these means is that of Cardinal de Cusa who, in the 15th century, is said to have forced 
his astral self upon the infant Copernicus. The story is recounted by Mme Blavatsky 
in her S«ret Doctrilll! (Theosophical Publishing House, Adyar, Vol.  V, 1962), p.355. 

4. Eliphas Levi, Histmy of Mt��i& (Rider, London, 1969), pp. 303 IT. 

CHAPTER 13 .  DEATH AND THE MEANING OF LIFE 

I. See particularly Karlis Osis, � OIJservfJliDru (Parapsychology Foundation, New 
York, 1961), Raymond A. Moody, 4fo Ajtlr Lifo, and it sequel &fl«<ilms on Lifo Ajtlr 4fo 
(both Bantam Books, New York, respectively 1975 and 1978) and Michael Saban Rlmll«titJns 
of lJttJJll (Harper and Row, London, 1982). 

2. Lepsius Dar TotllmJJuda tllr kci/Mn 1111&11 tlem !Ueroglyphisdwn Papyrus in Turin, cap. 
LXXXIX, p. 6. More accessible is Sir E. A. Wallis Budge's edition of The &ole of tlte 
IMtJ (Routledge and Kegan Paul, London, 1982). 

3 .  Ibid, p. 5. 

CHAPTER 14. THE WAY OF HIGH MAGIC 

I. Cf. M.  Barbanell Modem SpiriJu.a/ism (Herbert jenkins, London, 1959), p. 52: 'The 
knowledge [he) has gained is astonishing. Men would give kingdoms to have it '. (A spirit 
guide is speaking.) See also P. Andreas and G. Adams, &twter� HlfJlJnl and EartJr (Harrap, 
London, 1967). pp. 41-65. 

2 .  For a detailed report on this see NaJun (August 1961). 

3 .  ]. V. Luce, Tire ENi of Atltwis (Thames and Hudson, London, 1969), and A. G. 
Galanopoulos and E. Bacon, Alltwis: The Trulla &hind The Ugmd (Nelson, London, 1969). 
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The latter book contains a light-hearted examination of some of the more extravagant 
theories of Atlantis. 

First-hand evidence of such theories will be found in Volumes I I I  and IV of Mme 
Blavauky's &em Doamv and in Ignatius Donnelly 's classic, Atlturli.J and the An�e-diluWm 
U6rld (1882) which has recently (1970) been reissued by Sidgwick and Jackson, London. 
Much of the evidence is open to serious challenge. 

4. Dion Fortune, Applied MD,it: (Aquarian Press, Wellingborough, 1987), p. 80. 

5 .  Num. 9:15-23. 



Of further interest 

WICCA 
The Old Religion in the New Age 

Vivianne Crowley 

Witchcraft is said to be the oldest religion in the world. Its adher
ents have been sorely persecuted and publicly ridiculed, yet on 
a deeper, more intuitive level, many people view witches with 
a sort of fearful respect, furtively seeking them out to buy magi
cal spells, potions and talismans. 

Vivianne Crowley here explains the 'way of the witch', the 
quest for the self, showing how Wicca - rapidly regaining its 
former popularity - has real relevance in today's world. Includes: 

• Witchcraft as a non-dogmatic New Age religion 
• The misunderstood concepts of black and white magic 
• Why witches have initiations 
• The meaning of magic 
• The God and Goddess within us 
• Sex and nudity 
• Making sense of the life cycle 
• The future of witchcraft 

Complete with an explanation of the relationship of witchcraft 
to Jungian psychology, this intriguing volume aims to shed light 
on what has traditionally been seen as a shadowy and slightly 
malevolent religion. 
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