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Reviews 

I n  the past few months several  of my 
subscribers have enquired a s  t o  the 
connection between my dlchemical 
s tudies  and the other facet  of my 
in t e re s t s ,  the research i n t o  the 
ancient Stone Circles,  Standing 
Stones, etc. ,  and the ear th  forces 
associated with such sites. I iq terd  
i n  l a t e r  issues t o  devote some space 
t o  de ta i led  a r t i c l e s  on t h i s  subject  
but perhaps I might just. indica te  
some of the  basic aspects of t h i s  
l i n e  of reseazch, and jus t  how it 
might t i e  i n  with the hermetic 
t radi t ion .  

Certain points on the body of the  
Earth, have been ident i f ied  since 
the e a r l i e s t  times a s  having specia l  
healing powers ,or producing some 
change i n  consciousness, o r  having 
an atmosphere, a qual i ty  which 
people f e l t  a s  sacred. Fany of these 
specia l  points on the Earth were 
marked (especial ly i n  the Northern- 
European ~ r a d i t i o n )  with Standing 
Stones, Stone Circ les ,  a He'nge, 
ca i rn ,  o r  other s t ruc ture ,  and these 
can still be looated tcday. 3 u t  
although t h i s  sense of "atmosphere" 
or "sacredness" is a subjective 
impression, i n  recent times it has 
been discovered (or  re-discovered) 
that the f ine de ta i led  s t ruc ture  of 
this'htmosphere" around a standing 
stone, can be mapped by the object- 
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ive process of dowsing. The dowser, 
using various instruments, rods, the 
pendulum, can discover various 
patterns of l ines ,  c i rc les ,  and 
s p i r a l  bands of earth energy around 
such Standing Stones. These are 
completely objective and can be con- 
firmed by other dowsers (even i n  
double blind t e s t s ) ,  and some ass- 
iated e lect ros ta t ic  and magnetic 
energies can be measured on physical 
instruments. I t  is  these patterns of 
energy i n  the %a*, that lead the 
ancient paoples t o  mark out these 
points a s  sacred, and t o  work the i r  
in i t i a t ions  and yearly cycle of 
f es t iva l s  a t  these centres of Earth 
energy. 

Through my research, I am convinced 
that the energies a t  these s i t e s ,  
are 104  exteriorisations of the 
e ther ic  body of the Earth, points 
where the Earth's etheric body 
presses out from the physical bound- 
ar ies .  The ancient peoples a l s o  used 
the standing Stones, and earthwork- 
ings such a s  Henges, t o  mould, st* 
cture , accumulate and contain these 
forces. Some of these s i t e s  a l so  
have astronomical connections, such 
that on particular days of the year, 
the Sun and Moon, or  a Darticular 

rise or  s e t  alGg~a partic- 
u lar  alignment, o r  Earth energy 
pattern,  thus activating and prov- 
iding a pulse of planetary energy 
within a cosmic cycle. Thus we have 
a t  some s i t e s  a meeting of Cosmic 
and Earthly forces. 

We should come t o  see that  these 
ancient s i t e s  ac t  as kinds of 
r e to r t s ,  participating i n  a Cosmic- 
Earthly alchemical process, invol- 
ving the etheric forces of t h i s  
planet, and we w i l l  find t h i s  para- 
l l e l ed  i n  Alchemy i t s e l f .  

The alchemist a t  work with substan- 
ce i n  h i s  crucibles and r e t o r t s ,  i n  
essence w a s  working with the etheric 
forces in  substance, the e ther ic  
forces of the mineral r e a l m  (and it 
is t h i s  that distinguishes Alchemy 

fkom Chemistry, which merely works 
with the physical dimension of sub- 
stance). Thus the alchemist repeats 
within h i s  retorts, i n  microcosm and 
i n  a compressed space of time, using 
higher energies, something of what 
takes place over aeons i n  the Cosmic- 
Earthly alchemical process, t h a t  
works a t  the special  etheric Earth- 
mgans, the sacred s i t e s  our ancest- 
ors, with t h e i r  more sp i r i tua l  
oriented c iv i l i sa t ion  strove t o  
honour and protect. 

Thus 1 believe t h a t  we should come 
t o  see that the future development 
of the Western H e m t i c  t radi t ion,  
should involve a new encounter with 
the earth-energies. 

The destiny and sp i r i tua l  impulse 
that unfolded the alchemical t r ad i t  
ion, is t o  bring t o  YZmki.nd the 
a b i l i t y  t o  work sp i r i tua l ly  i n  the 
dense world of p h y s i a l  incarnation. 
Y !  must find through alchemical 
inspiration, the a b i l t i t y  t o  work 
sp i r i tua l ly  w i t h  substance, and harm- 
onise the relationship between matter 
and s p i r i t .  An important past of t h i s  
new s p i r i t u a l  working with the mater- 
ial world must involve Nan's re la t -  
ionship t o  h i s  planet, the Earth. 

I n  bringing together them two realms 
Alchemy and the Earth-energy research 
together, a true understanding may 
a r i se  of the uses of these energies, 
fo r  s p i r i t u a l  growth, inner trans- 
formation, for  agriculture,  and for  
healing p q o s e s ,  linking together 
the macrocoamic energies of the . 
planet, with the microcosmic energies 
of Man. 

Thus I believe t h a t  a s  students of 
Alchemy we must be open t o  the new 
discoveries being made i n  the r e a l m  
of Earth-forces research. 



News & Informat ion 
The MPI;NUM OPUS HERMETIC SOURCEWORKS Series is now well established 
with two publications i n  its f i r s t  y e a  - The Magical Calendar and 
the Robert Fludd Mosaical Fhilosophy - Cabala. Next t o  be published 
i n  this ser ies  are two p m l y  Alchemical items - The Rosary of the 
Philosophem, and The Crowning of Nature, both very important early 
alchemical texts ,  never before available i n  Snglish translation. Theee 
should be available l a t e  December 1979 /early January 1980, and w i l l  
be followed by the Khunrath Amphitheatrum Sapientiae Aeternae Engrav- 
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A POSSIBLE ORIGIN 

FOR THE ENOCHIAN CALLS 

Geoffrey James O 

There is p r h a p s  no magic of the  renaissar.ce more i n t r i g u i n g  than t h e  
mysterious Enochian C a l l s .  Reputed t o  be one of  t h e  most dangerous s e t  
of  conjurat ions i n  the  reper to i re  of  the western magician, t h i s  s t range  
and otherworldly language is  undergoing a renaissance of its orfn. I n  
l e s s  than a year's t ime,  two new t r a n s l a t i o n s  of t h e  Calls have been 
published, and a t h i r d  is  imminent.' L i t t l e  se r ious  research, however, 
has been spen t  i n  at tempting t o  l o c a t e  a source (o ther  than Kelley 's  
clairvoyance ) f o r  the  Enochian Cal ls .  

i!isconceptions about t h e  C d l s  are coa71on. Some scholars  a t t r i b u t e  t h e  
Ca l l s  almost e n t i r e l y  t o  L!ee.' Even Laycock, i n  h i s  exhaustive d i c t i o n a r y  
of Enocfiian, suggests t h a t  Kelley may have been reading Dee's mind i 3  
This  tendency t o  downplay Kelley 's  contr ibut ion hampers most analyses of  
the  Calls. I n  f a c t ,  Dee's r o l s  was that of  a s c r i b e  ; it w a s  Edward 
Kelley who e i t h e r  conceived, perceived, received, o r  p lag ia r i sed  t h e  
Cal ls .  Only tL-ough a c lose  examination of t h e  environment i n  which t h e  
C a l l s  were d i c t a t e d  can we properly assess  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a p r i o r  
t e x t  of t h e  Ca l l s .  

~ l t h o u g h  he s t a n d s  i n  t h e  shadcw of Dee, Edward Kelley was a magician 
and alchemist  i n  h i s  own r i g h t .  Th is  is s i g n i f i c a n t  because, during t h e  
period i n  which t h e  Enochian Calls were d i c t a t e d ,  Kelley was performing 
ceremonial magic on h i s  own, without Dee's p r i o r  knowledge o r  consent. 

The Enochian Calls were recorded i n  Sloane FS 55007 (present ly catalogued 
a s  Cotton Appendix XLVI i n  t h e  B r i t i s h  ~ i b r a r y )  i n  passages dated Apri l  
13, 1% t o  J u l y  13, 19: On May 7, 1%. t h e  s p i r i t  Gabriel  in te r rup t -  
ed t h e  d i c t a t i o n  of  the  Calls t o  command Kelley t o  destroy c e r t a i n  i tems 
of  h i s  personal  magical r e g a l i a  2 

Gabriel  : ' A l l  t h e  t r a s h  thou h a s t  of t h e  wicked, burn it.' 
E.K. : ' I f  Moses and Daniel were s k i l f a  i n  t h e  Arts of t h e  
Egyptian Magicirns, and were not thereby hindered from being t h e  
se rvan ts  of  Cod, Ihy may not I deal. with these ,  without hindrance 
t o  t h e  W i l l  of Cod ?* 



Cabriel t 'Darkness yeildeth unto l i g h t  I the Great excludeth 
the lesser.' 

Kelley resists these suggestions, but f inal ly  concedes t o  the r i t u a l  
destruction of a single talisnran ; concerning the r e s t  of t h i s  forbidder. 
regalia, gelley rPdces the following remak 8 

'What I have done w i t h  the rest, God and they ( i f  they be of ~ o d )  
bar ; won the aforesaid conditions I am contented t o  have this 
matter t o  be burnt. 

It is interesti,ag t o  note that  t h i s  r i t u a l  destruction was the f i r s t  a c t  
of the May 13, 1584 working, on which the majority of the Enochian mte r -  
ial was 8icAkted. Thus we discover tha t  Dee's csremonial magic was not 
the only occult influence upon Kelley I his  ovin secretive ,nagical pract- 
ices  ';rust have had some effect  u?on h i s  consciousness during the dictat-  
ion or' the C a l l s .  

Kelley continued h i s  i l l i c i t  ceremonies, but he eve~tud l ly  became fright- 
ened a t  the i r  results.  On June 8, 1584, he confessed h i s  practices t o  
gee, -ho w a s  so a l a 3 z d  a t  this reservation t h a t  he noted the event i n  
Latin : 

'iio,renLa & multiplicia heresium, blasphemiaum dogmata, quibus 
illi hostes Jesu Christi illum imbuennt . . . i l l i sque malia 
Angelis renunciare, & omnes illorum fraudes deteger ... Conversio 
2 .K. ad Zeum, abdicatis omnibus Diabolicis experimentis. ' 

Kelley's imlvement  i n  such heret ical  mgica l  practices immediately 
w i s e s  some questions that are v i t a l  t o  research into  the origins of 
the C a l l s  I what iragical texts  was Kelley u t i l i z ing  for his secret  
cere!no?1es, ~ z d  w h a t  re la t ion ( i f  any) do these have t o  the Enochian 
calls ? 

I s rae l  ilegaJl- is s t a tes  tha t  'there is absolutely no trace of any par t  
of the Enochian im&ical system or W e l i c a l  langueqe i n  Zurope,' a 
vit?wpoint tkt wzs perhaps jus t i f ied i n  its t i m e .  The Calls are, indeed, 
very Cifzerent from the Solomonic q i c a l  t ex t s  ; the bar5aric names i n  
the Lemgeton are bastaniized Arabic and Greek rather than .% syntactic- 
a l l y  - d i d  lzyuage ( l ike  Enochian). There did,  however, exis t  i n  ren- 
aissance Surop ,  mnuscripts of evocation magic attr ibuted t o  Enoch 1 

'Conjur%s carr ie  about a t  this daie, bookes in t i t l ed  under the 
na~les of Adam, Abel, Tobie, & Enoch ; which Enoch they repute the 
most divine fellow i n  such matters .' 

!&at A&xts f ight  have influenced Kelley ? During the *rid or" the Enoch- 
ian dictatiocs and Kelley's secret cerenoniss, Dee and Kelley were l iv ing 
on St. Stephen's Street  i n  Cncow, a location within easy walking dis t -  
ance t o  the University of Cracar - the second oldest University in  
Eastern Surope, a d  a centre for  the study of the occult arts during the 
renaissmce.' It is not unreasonable t o  assume t h a t  Kelley would haw 
been &=awn t o  the University l ib ra ry  i n  h i s  consuming search for  ;llagical 
and alchemical knowledge. It is a fac t  that  Kelley was doing sur rep t i t i t -  
ious reseuch,  8nd that the products of tha t  research ware appeaxing i n  
h i s  scrying, a s  shown i n  this passags from Dee's notes t 

'He ( ~ e l l e y )  came speedily out of his Study, and brought i n  his 
band one volume of Cornelius .Gigpa  h i s  works ... whezeupon he 
W e r r e d ,  that  our sp i r i tua l  Instructors were Cosenors t o  give us 

6 - 6 



a description of the Yorld, M e n  out of ather Books . . . I repl ied  
and sa id ,  I am very glad t h a t  you have a Sook of your own, wherein 
these Geographical names are expressed.' 

It is in teres t ing  t h a t  Dee seem u n a w a r e  of the current extent of Kelley's 
lihy. From Dee's reaction t o  Kelley's secre t  ceremonies, we can assume 
t h a t  Kelley was not t o t a l l y  fm& with Dee concerning the breadth and 
in tent  of his magical reseazch and e ~ r i m e n t a t i o n .  

It I s  l i k e l y  that the University of Cracow contained manuscripts on magic 
t h a t  had been preserved by here t ica l  sec ts  i n  Eastern Europe. F a y  of 
these sec t s  had a ' f e t i sh '  fo r  Snoch, and one was reswnsible  f o r  the 
survival of a version of the Book of Enoch, a rs l ig ious  text so  old,  
t h a t  the only other extant version survived i n  isolated ~ t h i o g i a . ~  

The notion that Kelley night ,have found an 'Enochian' t e x t  remains en t i r -  
e l y  speculative unless some s i m i l r i t p  (other than the vcgue a t t r i bu t ion  
t o  Znoch) can be found between the Calls ,  and Gnostic magical texL&. The 
f i r s t  indication of some connection is the philosophical vieviioint of the  
C a l l s  which is  of course, 1-lanichaean : 'it repenteth me I nade man . . .' ' 0  

3eyond t h i s ,  cer ta in  p r a l l e l s  t o  Enochian language can be fomd in 
ear ly  Gnostic t e x t s ,  such i n  this incantation from the Pistis Sopkia : 

ZAI.lA ZUIA OZZA RACHAMA OZAI I'  

Note the overuse of the * Z 1  phoneme (a 'characterist ic  of Snochian), and 
the r epe t i t i on  of 'ZAMA' a possible cognate t o  the common Snochian word 
' Z ~ ~ '  , meaning 'appear' . 
Another possible l i ngu i s t i c  cognate can be four.& i n  the Gnostic nam 
f o r  the demiurge 'IAIJABAOTH' j2 quite close t o  the Enochian God of Right- 
eousness 'IAD B&TOK'. Unfortunately, it is d i f f i c u l t  t o  f ind  Gaostic 
mgica l  words t o  compzre with Enochian ; modern t rans la tors  of such t e x t s  
tend t o  omit such words a s  'untranslatable'.  

One Gnostic t e x t ,  the Fistis So?hia, mentions books of mgic  a t t r ibuted  
t o  Enoch : 

'Ye s h d l  find them i n  the two great  3ooks of IEOU, whkh 3noch 
wrote when I spoke with him from the Tree of Knowledge, and from 
the Tree of Life,  which were i n  the ,pxadise of Adam.' l 3  

The name IEOU suggests t h a t  the books contained conjumtions o r  magical 
names, and the  legendary origins of the t ex t s  i n  the garden of 3den is  
similar  t o  the  statement of Kelley's s p i r i t s  t h a t  Enochian was the Izn- 
guage 'which A d a m  ver i ly  spake in ilmocency'. 

G.R.S. Mead suggests tha t  one of the books of IEOU is the Book of the 
Great Logos, a t ex t  t ha t  contains the following passage a 

'The M i a n s  of the Gates of the treasure willopen them, and 
they w i l l  pass upwards and ever inwards through the following 

' 

spaces, and the powers re jo ic ing  znd giving them t h e i r  mysteries, 
s ea l s ,  and ~mes  of power : the Orders of the Three Amens ... 
Within each treasure is a Door o r  Gate, and without three Gates ; 
each of the outer gates has three  guazdians. 

COW%re the  above passage with the following passage from Kelley's s c q -  
ing during the ,"nochian pericd : 

'Every Table hath his key : every key openeth h i s  gate,  and every 
gate being opened, givbth knowledge of h i m e l f ,  or  of h i s  e n t a m e ,  
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a.nci of t n ?  s j s t e r i e s  or' those t h i r g s  ,Anereof he is ul i n c l o s ~ r e .  
Within these  ,%laces you shall f i n 6  t h i n g s  t h z t  are of pmier, a s  
well  a s  t o  spa!!, for e v e r j  (1 )  Tdlace is above h i s  (2) C i t y  and 
e v e r j  S i t y  i s  above h i s  (3)  Ent rmce .  ' l 5  

30th  t h e  Si iost ic  T s x t s  and. t h e  E n o c h h  Calls ?lace a ,great emphasis on 
t h e  nu-.hr 9 ; f o r  exan?la, t h e  P i s t i s  So_ohia s t a t e s  that ' t h e  r e f l e c t -  
ioris of t h e  su?ernal p ro jec t ions ,  powers, o r  co-partners of t h e  So3hia 
(when) lookeJ a t  from without ,  m k e  a n  ordering i n t o  r ' o r t y - n i ~ e , * ' ~  and 
t h e  apocry;kL Books oi' t h e  Saviour  s t a t e  t.%-t 'no r j s t e r j  is higher  t h a n  
t h e  n-yster5.e~ ye seek a f t e r ,  sa- only t h e  nryster- of t n e  Seven 'loices 
and tin4 Nir-2-md-Forty Pmiers 2nd : : ~ h r s . * ' ~  The Books of  the  S a v i x r  
mention t h e  ' z y s t e ~ j  of t h e  Forty-rAne Povrers''? Could t h s s e  forty-nine 
powers (or 'voices '?)  ?E the  Enochian C a l l s ,  xhich rn Gescri jed by 
I :e l l ey l s  s p 5 z l t s  93 ; 

'9 voyzos o r  c z l l i q p  : which a-z- t h e  Natural  Keyes, t o  0-n ... 
X t e s  05 UrLerstan5ing, wharby you s h a l l  have kl~ii l3tgS t o  movs 
a v e q  Gate, and t o  c a l l  out ss xzzy 2s YOU ?lease . . . and n i s e l y  
o F n  you t h e  s e c r e t s  of  the& Ci t ies . '  l9 

I n  t h e  Eock 3: t h s  k e a t  L o ~ o s ,  t h ~ ,  f&y-nine pavers are connected t o  
'Gates of -,te Li&ic~-treasure ... and t h e  Cates  am opened unto them, anti 
t h e  Wa-<ens 31.e then  t h e i r  S e a l s  arid t h e i r  Grea-t :la,...* 'O 

The Enochizc *%lls r a y  n s t  Se a s  unique a phenomenal a s  h a s  k e n  p z v -  
ious ly  b e l i e - e d .  % e l l e y l s  s e c r e t  cererionies and r e s e ~ z h e s  i n  Cracoir, 
t h e  s i ~ & l a . z l t y  05 t h e  C a l l s  t o  c e r t e i n  Gnostic -exts, a s  wel l  a s  t n c e s  
of ~ r z i s a e n s e  z-r3cetion l i t e r a t u r e  ntk-ibutec? t o  Eaoch, a l l  po in t  t o  a 
teYCu.4. m t k r  than a s p i r i t u d  o r i g i n  f o r  Kel ley ' s  d i c t a t i o n  of  t h e  
Enochi- Cn;ls. ?e r :?~s  t h i s  is t h y ,  du_xing t h e  Enochian d ic4 , t t ions ,  t h e  
s p i r i t s  c o ~ t t ? t l y  advise Dee t o  'Hove no t ,  f o r  t h e  place i s  holy.' 
Could t h e  rp--eltt-Lon of the C a l l s  ha= been t i e d  t o  e p x r t i c u l a r  ~ i c z l  
t e x t  l o c a t e e  LI the  l i 5 r z r y  a t  t h e  Universi ty  of Cracow ? W r t h e r  
r e s e a c h  i n t o  t h e  x g i c a l  l i t e r a t m e  or' t h e  Gnostic s e c t s  of Eas te rn  
Europe m y  revea l  t h e  t-rue source en& ;;edra of t h e  ~ y s t e a r i o u s ~ E n o c h i ~ ~  
Cal la .  

1. S e e  G e o f f r e y  J a m e s ;  " E n o c h i a n  E v o c a t i o n :  The  T r u e  C a l l s " ;  
G n o s t i c a  Magaz ine ,  I s s u e  47; L l e w e l l y n  Books,  S t .  P a u l ,  M N ;  a n d  
D o n a l d  Laycock;  The C o m p l e t e  E n o c h i a n  D l c t l o n a r y ;  A s k i n  Books,  
London; 1978 

2 .  S.=e-osbdsgV$ ;phi11 i p ~ y , ~ d d m m e n t a r y " ;  G n o s t i c a  M a g a z i n e ,  I s s u e  
50 fQ~:a,cgm@gtg' . c o l k c t f o q  o f  E n o c h i a n  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s .  

3 .  &+~dbe' 5s c f t:'; Pav- Sir- 

4 .  See  C o t t o n  Appendix XLVI o r  M e r i c  CasauSon ( e d i t o r ) ;  A T r u e  
R e l a t i o n  o f  Dr. J o h n  Dee and Some S p i r i t s ;  A s k i n ;  1974  

5. I s r a e l  i iegardi_e;  The G o l d e n  m+ &Uye l lvn  Boo_ks, S t .  ~ a u l ;  - - 
1971; page 298- 

6. Reginald $'c&%, T* -.Ui%iioo9r¶"e Xrr: ~ c 5 h c ? a f ~ ~ o " o ~ ~ v  C h a p t e r  
X X X I ;  ~ i l l i a m " . B r o m g ,  Loadon;  1-583- - - --- ". +.' - 
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7.  Funk and W a g n a l l s  E n c y c l o p e d i a ,  Volume 15;  A r t i c l e  o n  Krakow; 
1959  

8 .  S e e  C o t t o n  Appendix XLVI; May 24,  1584 o r  Casaubon;  o p .  c i t . ;  
p a g e  1 5 8  

9 .  S e e  S e c r e t s  o f  Enoch; p u b l i s h e d  i n  The L o s t  Books o f  t h e  
B i b l e -  Forum Books; C l e v e l a n d ,  Ohio; 1963  -' 

10. S e e  James ;  o p .  c i t . ;  i n  t h e  C a l l  o f  t h e  T h i r t y  A i r e s  

11. G.R.S. Mead; F r a g m e n t s  o f  F a i t h  F o r q o t t e n ;  U n i v e r s i t y  
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18 .  I b i d ;  p a g e  523  

1 9 .  C o t t o n  Appendix XLVI; A p r i l  1 4 ,  1584 
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THE ALCHEMISTS 

Huddled fo r  warmth about t h e i r  curcurbites 
Alone or  paired these darkling winter nights 
They s t a r e  with sleepless eyes of well trained w i l l  
Uncaring i f  the neighbors speak them ill 
O r  cannot share i n  these secret  delights 
Of ultimate perfection and the l a s t  
Step between God and Man mirrored i n  glass,  
Their eyes behold visions l i p s  mutter charms 
A s  drop by drop the blessed menstrum forms. 

John Phi l l ips  Palmer 



Hermetic Meditation Number 6 
I n  t h i s  s e r i e s  of elementary meditative exercises,  no specia l  postures 
a re  required but t h a t  i n  which one is  most comfortable, nor a re  any 
specia l  breathing rhythms used. CIeditation should be undertaken when one 
is not too t i r e d ,  and the  best  s i t u a t i o n  i s  probably ly ing down in  a 
quie t  nearly dark room, and it is essen t i a l  t o  have privacy and no 
poss ib i l i ty  of being disturbed. 

A 1 1  these exercises begin with the  Philosophic Egg or  Retort Meditation, 
described i n  the  f i r s t  issue,  which leads  one in to  an inner meditative 
space. Within tha t  space, we s h a l l  perform short  exercises, and then 
close the  meditation with the Retort exercise reversed, t h a t  i s  leading 
one out of the inner spaoe back t o  normal consciousness. 

MERCURIUS or the CADUCEUS '4 
When one is within the inner space of the-re tor t  exercise, begin t o  build 
a picture of the Caduceus within ones being. A s  i n  the Hermaphrodite 
exerci.se  umber 5 ) ,  experience the left-right polar i t ies  of ones inner 
nature. Picture one's being i n  the pentagram gesture, and allow one1$ 
feelings of the l e f t  and r ight  po la r i t i e s  t o  focus i n  the arms and hands 
and form an inner picture of the horns of the Caduceus. 
Then begin t o  work with the other pol&ty experienced i n  the Ouroboros 
meditation  u umber 4). the head-body-limbs. Form inwardly the rounded 
solar  part of the Mercurius symbol, and superimpose it upon the trunk 
of one's body experienced inwaxdly. 
One should then begin t o  experience a kind of current flowing into  the 
l e f t  hand, (the passive side of our being) *om the Cosmos-outside , and 
round the c i rc le  of the the Caduceus t o  the r igh t  side of the body, then 
round up the l e f t  side and across t o  the r ight  hand, from which one shold 
experience the flow of energy leaving. (some purely l e f t  bnded people 
may need t o  reverse these directions.) Do not allow t h i s  inner experience 
of flowing energy too develop too powerfully, and dominate the meditation. 
It should be just a gently flow. We a re  not her concerned with dynamics 
but with the balancing of energies within the subtle body. 
~t the lowest point of the solar facet of the Caducew , one should form 
the image of a cross, and t h i s  Cross is the earthing point of the symbol. 
I f  one fin& the energetics of the Lunar-Solar flow beconing too strong, 
one needs only w i t h d r a w  in to  the Cross farm, and a l l o w  the upper open- 
lemniscate of the Caduceus t o  fade. 
I n  performing t h i s  Piercurius exercise one aims t o  balance the various 
forces and facets of the symbol. The Lunar  crescent or open part  of the 
lemniscate - against the closed Solar part. The whole upper part - 
against the lower cross form. The l e f t  passive side- against the . r i&t  
active side. I n  the upper lunar part one opens one's being t o  the 
Spiritual-Cosmic forces, the closed Solar pa& allows one t o  experience 
the enclosed forces of the Soul, while the Cross is the solid part of 
incarnation, experienced through the fee t  i n  the contact with the earth 
realm. 

The three meditative exercises of the Ouroboros, Hemaphrcdite and the 
Caduceus form an inter-related group, and they can and should be pract- 
i sed  together a s  an organic whole,integrathg the various polar i t ies  of 
our beings. 
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MEMOIR OF E.J.L. GARSTIN 

Ithell Colquhoun @ 

3dsJard John Langford Garstin, though a somewhat d i s t an t  cousin, was 
familiar  t o  me by the name of 3ddie from my ea-ly childhood. I don't 
--call i n  w h a t  connection I f i r s t  heard of h i m  but h i s  name seemed t o  
come up i n  any talk of family re la t ions .  I d id  not meet him u n t i l  1929 
when I -,?as studying art a t  the Slade School an3 had joined The Quest 
Society. This group w a s  run on f a i r l y  informal l i n e s  by G.R.S. Mead, ore 
time secretaxy t o  M m e  Blavatsky, and author of many works on Gnosticism. 
3 d w d  was a prominent nember of The Quest arid I ma& myself known t o  
h l m  a t  one of its meetings. I have to ld  something of my associat ion with 
hin i n  my study of ~ a c ~ r e ~ o r  ):athers and the ~ o i z e n  ~2&, The S w e  of 
Wisdom (spaaman ,1975). 

I am not ce r t a in  of the date of Edward's b i r th ,  but i f ,  a s  I Selieve, he 
.As 62 a t  the t i m  of h i s  death on June 26th, 1?5j, t h i s  could rake it 
about 1393. I am hazy about h i s  exact connection with my family, but I 
have traced record of a cer ta in  Louisa Charlotte, daughter of General 
Garstin and wife of Charles (Andrew ?) Colebrooke Sutherland who was i n  
the Be&@ C i v i l  Service. This lady died a t  sea i n  1333, presumably on 
the way t o  o r  *on I r d i a ,  having produced two daughters. One of them 
aamied James Colquhoun and became the mother of my grandfather, James 
Andrew Sutherland Colquhoun, b. 1839. I suppose that Edward's p a t - g r e a t  
grandfather was the above mentioned General Garstin who must have been 
active a t  the  end of the  16th century., but there was cer ta in ly  another 
General Garstin among h i s  immediate fo rekazs  - h i s  fa ther  o r  g randh the r  

E"y impression is that there was no l i n k  with the writer  Crosbie -tin 
and h i s  fa ther  Norman, who was 3 founder ~nei~ber o? the Newlyn School or" 
%inters and se t t l ed  i n  Cornwall towards the end of l a s t  century. 

I n  appearance Edward was above middle height and of sandy colouxing with 
?ale blue eyes. i n  features he resembled the phot-ph or' the FYench 
Alchemtst , ClauOe d ' ~ &  de ~ab la t in i ' e r e  (1912-1964), which a?peared on 
the cover of the  review L ' In i t ia t ion  e t  Science, 1:o. 63, Bris 1965, 
narkire the occasion of the l a t t e r ' s  death. 

Z d - w a d  w a s  dogged by i l l - luck  a l l  h i s  l i f e ,  both i n  business and i n  



a f f a i z  of ti.,e he&-%. The fa te  of h i s  occult work r eca l l s  a phrase used 
by W .3. Yeata i n  a similar conn=ction, being 'neither a i d  nor praised1 . 
Zdwant was a? excellent dancer and married young, one of h i s  wife 's  
a t t r ac t ions  - s i n g  t h a t  she was able t o  @ner him i n  ballroom dancing 
cham?lonships, mcy of which they won. The 1914-19 'riar 3roke up this 
partnership when the &my claimed Edwaxd. On h i s  return from active 
service with the rank of Captain, he found no sign of his wife,exce+& 
riumrolls &ebb .  She had vanisned, having sold the  contents of t h e i r  f l a t  
and s p n t  a l l  the noney i n  t h e i r  j o in t  account. I n  an attempt t o  re- 
es tabl i sh  h i z e l f  Edward em'mked on d o u s  business ventures but with 
a notable lack of success. So it came about t h a t  when I met hiin he was 
sharing a f,zt n i th  h i s  widowed mother i n  a l e s s  than moiish area of 
KensingLon, w.sm?loyed except for h i s  esoter ic  s t d i e s .  Xe found out 
t h a t  he was also a good cook an6 t h i s  proqx?d useful  i n  t h e i r  straightened 
c i rvns t ances .  %e was a vegetarian a t  this time, probdoly following the 
em.?le of Ysthers. Later, he was t o  be glad t o  have f ocd of any :kind. 

I take it t k s t  ne was akesdy  a c  occult  student when he met Mrs. Morgan 
3oyd, who hai help",.loina KacGregor Kathen t o  establish the A:. 0:. 
Lodge of the  Golden Dawn, when the l a t t e r  noved t o  London from Far is ,  
soon a f t e r  Yather's death i n  1918. So Pdward nust have been i n i t i a t e d  
i n t o  this La-?.-?= by the  e e l y  13201s. Moina had died when I met him Sut 
he had -mowr her well. I do not think he would have had the opportunity 
of neeting !Cathers himself, and whether he had joined The Quest before 
h i s  i n i t i a t i o n  1 don' t  how, Certainly f o r  some years between the tuo 
W a r s  he was investigating the groups and personal i t ies  then ac t ive  on 
the Londorl cccult scene. He hoped t o  ma;ery Y z s  3ofi1s daughter Esme , who 
was a l so  a zexber of the  Lodge, but  she married a stockbroker insteaci. 

Then 23out 1430 Y z  'sea3 deciied t o  close down The Quest Societjr and 
magazine, relinquishing the lease of t he  two studios lxsed a s  prenises, 
Ed-&.L? tried t o  CLTJ on a s imi lar  group under the name of The Search 
Society. T C s  lacked not only The Quest's headquh-ters 3ut  most of its 
p e s t i g i o u s  zenbershi?, though D r  W.B. Crow and Hugn Schonfield we= 
&Tong its su;loxt.ers. The latA&r co-edited x i t h  E d ~ d  a quarterly rerlew 
The Sascrch, -xoduced by the Se-h Publishing Company, a venture i n  which 
they were joined as I r e c a l l ,  by a t h - 3  M n e r ,  Cazirir  de Prozynski. 
They ?xcou&t out some few titlss, but i n  a year o r  two, a l l  three 'sear- 
ches' - society,  review, and con-?any - had collapsed. 

After I l e f t  LI:?e Slade School, I went t o  l i v e  abroad fo r  a while, and 
iihen I retu-'5-ed t o  Lon&on was nuch occupied with my work a s  a %inter .  
I had g m d u z l l y  l o s t  touch wit!! Edward a f t e r  the  re--1 of W s  aoyd t o  
a t  ae t o  t h e i r  Lodge - a s  recounted i n  The Swod ol" iiisdom.(It was 
hasty of m, as I noii see ,  t o  take t h i s  No f o r  an answer, since it is 
com;mn -xac=L=e :iith some secre t  associat ions t 3  zefuse a candidate the 
f i z s t  t i ne  2~3~32.) Later  I heard that with the  outbreak of the 1939- 
myar, Zdw;* was reca l led  t o  the A r m y ,  i n  which he Tinally reached the 
rank of a c t i r g  Colonel, but t h i s  was never confirmed and he returned t o  
c iv i l i z?  li5 a s  a Eajor, much t o  h i s  disappointment i n  view of h i s  
family tradi5ions. Such 'Graditions nust have been impork~~nt t o  h i m ,  s ince 
he used. h i s  f3~ai ly  not to ,  Anino e t  Fide, as h i s  m g i c d  name. 

Edward's mocier had died and he maxried again, t h i s  t h e  a red-haired 
c-r, f o r s r l y  the  wife of t he  corcnarcial artist Eeresforci Egan. This 
second ; ~ a r r i q e  was no mom successSul than the  first. Ths ex-ifrs 3gan 
had no sympA:ly with Edward's occult i n t e r e s t s ,  which were a topic  of 



r id icule  between her and her boyfriends. After the war, she departed with 
one of these, a G.1 . , taking most of Edward1 s furniture and a l l  h i s  
family por t r a i t s  with her t o  the U.S.A. 

When I next made contact with Edward, i n  the early 19509s, he was l iv ing  
i n  a service flat a t  Scarsdale V i l l a s ,  n.8. He was unemployed except fo r  
a partnership, again with de hozynski,  i n  a concern called the Anglo- 
Brazilian Trading Company, which dea l t  in mechanical spare-parts of some 
kiad. Unfortunately no commercial ac t iv i ty  i n  t h i s  l ine  was possible, 
since al l  trade with Brazil  was barred by the Bri t i sh  Governuent for  some 
years. I presume the partner had some other means of subsistence, but 
Edward complained of being badly h i t  by the ban. Tho* I did not under- 
stand how near he was t o  desti tution,  I wondered why he did not exchange 
h i s  flat fo r  a simple room i n  a l e s s  expensive area,  and take any kind 
of job u n t i l  he could find something mom congenial. I suggested tha t  he 
asked Mrs Boyd's help, as she had some useful contacts i n  the business 
world, but he maintained that she could do nothing. ( I was l a t e r  to ld  
t h a t  she had already come t o  his rescue financially on occasion - now 
e i the r  she was unmilling t o  do so again, or he was unwilling t o  ask her) 
Finnlly, he was obliged t o  give up Lhe f l a t  and s e l l  his small but well- 
chosen l ib ra ry  of occult books t o  John Watkins. 

Next he migrated t o  one of the remoter suburb ,  lodging for  a time with 
a chemist and h i s  wife i n  return for  assistance i n  running the i r  business. 
Lastly he exchanged thzse rather cramped quarters fo r  a room i n  the f l a t  
of A.C. ( ~ o n y )  Winyard's parents i n  Battersea. Tony, since deceased, w a s  
then a young teacher of Mathematics and much interested i n  esoteric s u b  
jects. I do not know how long t h i s  arrangement lasted,  but it was not 
long. Afternards Tony related t o  me t ha t  one evening they had a discuss- 
ion on some point of Qabalah and on ra t i r ing  Edward had seemed calm and 
collected. But next morning his door was locked and a note pinned out- 
side directed Tony t o  push the key through and pul l  it d e r  the door 
t o  open. He formd E d w d  dead from an overdose of some drug. 

N r s  Boyd was shocked a t  this news and insisted tha t  consequent on the  
suicide, Tony should destroy Edward's Order Papers, implements,and any 
items d i rec t ly  connected with h i s  G.D. work, all of which he had kept 
together i n  a trunk. 

I w a s  out of London fo r  some weeks a t  t h i s  t i m e  and only heard of 
Edward's death by l e t t e r  from Tony a f t e r  the inquest and funerdl a t  
Horden Cemetary were over. I remembered Edward's remarking some time 
previously, that he had no inhibit ions about suicide, but I f e l t  sure 
tha t  he could ham found some happier solution t o  h i s  problems. He 
must have been severely depressed and thus unable t o  foresee anything 
but a burdensome old age. 

H i s  l i f e  story reminds one of a warning passage from Eliphas Levi, which 
recounts the frequent l o t  of the occult explorer, and finishes I . 

@'Inheritor of so many v i c t i m ,  he does not dare the l e s s ,  but he 
mderstands bet ter  the necessity for  silence." 
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NOTE ON THE COLOURING OF THE 

HOMER'S GOLDEN CHAIN DIAGRAM 

Ithell Colquhoun O 

A coloured version of Joseph Kirchwener's famous d i m  precedes the 
entry on th% A W a  Catena ~ o m e r i  (1722) i n  the u ~ u b i i s h e d  G1ossa.x~ of 
Alchemical Terms by E.J.L. Garstin, but no authori ty is c i t ed  t o  explain 
the choice of colours. Garst in 's  d i m ,  though neatly dram, is very 
roughly t i n t e d  with coloured chalks.-In my copy of it I have &ed acr$lic 
colours instead. 

I have replaced h i s  ye l lar  and grey with respectively, gold and s i l v e r  
paint ,  though I: am not sure that t h i s  is just if ied.  A t  the th i rd  * l i n k 1  
i n  the chain, I have assuined tha t  h i s  mixture of red and blue strokes 
was a subs t i tu te  fo r  purple. I n  h i s  above mentioned-entry on the  Aurea 
Catena he r e fe r s  t o  his MS copy of the Fanual Operation of the Philoso- - 
pher of Leyden. I myself have not seen t h i s  MS of Gaxstin's and I feu:  
it must be lo s t .  It miaht possibly throw some l i g h t  on t h i s  colsur 
scheme for the various-'links1. - 

- 

Since two consti tuents,  the c i m l e  and the s t r a igh t  l i n e ,  compss each 
'Link', I have cdlled the former Venus and the l a t t e r  Mars, a s  Hestern 
equivalents of Yin and Yang. Employing these, the poem which ensues !nay 
serve as a nemoria technica fo r  the colour sequence. A natural  caesura 
occurs a t  the f i f t h  ' l i nk ' ,  a f t e r  which red is always assigned t o  the  
Mars-element. It seems tha t  t h i s  is the only instance of a connection 
i n  these colours with those t radi t ional ly  ascribed t o  the planets o r  
the Zodiacal signs. I f  analysis by colour helps t o  unveil the secre ts  
of t h i s  most recondite of t ex t s ,  analysis  by form a lso  may do so. The 
Venus-element, the c i r c l e ,  remains constant throughout the Chain, but 
the Mars-element, the s t r a igh t  l i n e  or l i nes ,  w i e s  as t o  position i n  
each ' l i nk ' .  Most s t r ik ing  is the ident i ty  i n  form of the figure which 
begins the  chain a t  number one, with the figure which ends it a t  number 
t en ,  the difference being t h a t  the former is upright and the l a t t e r  
reversed.As I noted i n  the Sword of Wisdom, I see t h f s  a s  a Western 
apprehension of the dictum, 'Nirvana is Sangsara'. 

Cannot some maker of esoter ic  jewellery, embody the  diagram i n  an ac tual  
chain of gold, with the colours i n  gems or enamel ? 



THE GOLDEN CHAIN O F  HOMER 

CHAOS CONFUSION. 

Volatile Spirit of 
EARTH incorporeal. 

EARTHY acid spirit 
corporeal. 

l*JEO 

Fixed EARTHY spirit- @$, 
ual Alkali corporeal. 

Primary substance 
of all Bodies. a 

GOLD 

Regnunl Animale. 
0 
PEP 

Regnum Vegetabile @is' 
s h e  Acidum. 

Regnun1 Minerale. 

Pure concentrated 
Fixed EARTHY 

tincture, Extractum 
chaoticum. 

Perfect concentrated 
universal Quintessence. 



AURCA CATENA HOIQ3Fi.I 

Venus blue-and-gold 

Mars blue 

Venus blue 

#am green 

Venus green 

Ma;rs red 

Venus @;reen 

Mars gold 

Venus s i l v e r  

X a z r  goldand-red 

Venus gold 

Mars red 

Venus green 

Mars red 

Venils purple 

F !  red 

Venus s i l v e r  

Mas red 

Venus red-and-gold 

Mars red 





THE FORTY WORLDS 

OF THE HOLY LAMB 

Michael Beckett 

It is  a tragedy t h a t  since the l a t e  Middle Ages the Church should have 
done its utmost t o  disassociate i t s e l f  from a l l  t ha t  was best  i n  i t s e l f .  
Mysticism became frowned Upon ; miracles became suspect ; magic was 
dubbed diabolic.  But l i k e  any r i v e r  t ha t  is too t i gh t ly  confined, the  
banks were breached i n  numerous places by the  unceasing flow of s p i r i t -  
u a l  s t r iv ing .  Acting upon the orders of t h e i r  seniors, blinkered but 
zealous c l e r i c s  strove t o  stem the overflow... Their infamous work is  
a l l  too well remembered. The spectre of the Inquisi t ion had r i s en  from 
the P i t ,  and humble folk were caught up i n  the confusion of opposites 
where the Fiend professed t o  work f o r  the Light, ard where the  Light 
w a s  endlessly accused of abett ing Lucifer. And while here t ics  and 
&yrs burned, the plague ran wild tbmugh Europe. 

I n  t h i s  x i l i e u  of madness, t rue  mysticism was forced t o  f l ee  the pollut-  
ed mainstream of Christianity. On the high-road, the esoter ic  meaning 
moulded i n t o  the  vaulting and f lu t ing  of the Gothic Cathedrdls w a s  a l l  
but erased, and it has only recently been deciphered by such men a s  
Louis Charpentier and hilcanell i .  Down the by-ways, the quasi-secret 
t r ibutaxies  of hermeticism vanished in to  misty, forgotten gu l l i e s ,  the 
thereby compounding t h e i r  already baffl ing obscurity. Some teachings 
became so  weakened by i so la t ion  t h a t  they eventually vanished in to  the 
parched sands of apathy. Other, l e s s  discerning doctrines allowed them- 
selves t o  be strengthened by the effluent  of Sodom, and they gurgled 
cheerfully d m  the sewers and thence in to  the Abyss from which they 
had so  recently fled. Only rare ly  did such a stream survive e i the r  the 
dessication of soli tude o r  the decay of f e t i d  underground l iving.  

One survivor, however, escaped both persecution and self-destruction 
with a l l  the aplomb of a a d e r n  movie hero. It escaped detection by 
nes t l ing  i n t o  the very bosom of the Church, where it earned i t s e l f  
considerable fame and much veneration. I n  1517, it was described as 
Za pui be l l a  opera de Christ iani" (the most beau t iAi l  work i n  C h r i s t -  
endom). I t  was "eenen hemelshen i n  Vlaender Lant" (a heavenly t r easwx  
from Flanders), said another. They were speaking, of course, about 
'L'agneau mystique' - 'The Adoration of the Holy Lamb'. 
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If I fail t o  agree wit21 these esteelntd churchmen about the painting's 
beauty, and Bay thst I prefer the e m u t i d y  chaxged canvasses of the 
Victorians, it is because I an ent i re ly  Ehilist ine i n  mattem a r t i s t i c .  
B u t  as an esoteric document, however, the 'Adoration1 (or even a post- 
card reproduction of i t )  is, i n  my view, worth all the weighty tomes of 
Levi, Blavatsky, and Crowley put together. The wisdom of the 'Adoration' 
f i l t e r s  d i rect ly  in to  the subconscious without any of the erudite,  but 
convoluted, verbosity of these i l lus t r ious  fin-de-siicle writers. Hours 
of d i f f i c u l t  reading are condensed in to  a momentary glance. Here on a 
single page tte the ' forty worlds1 of manifestation : 
The art expert may protest  against such notions ; though he w i l l  read- 
i l y  inform you that the 'Adoration' is a Flemish masterpiece. Feasuring 
349 x 243 cms, it was painted by Hubert and Jan van Eyck and completed 
for  the 6th Fay 1432. It is still i n  S t  Bavo' s Cathedral, Ghent , where 
it fFrst went on display over five hundred years ago. I n  its t i m e ,  the 
painting technique was revolutionary. The r e a l i s t i c  portraydl of land- 
scape, and the use of perspective were t o  change the course of European 
religious painting overnight. 

On the MU'KDLh3 LEVEL , this then is  what the ' Adoration1 is - a picture 
on wocd with a whole catalogue of h i s t a r i c d  facts  and figures by which 
pension-fund connoisseurs can measure its greatness. 

B u t  enough of such dross ! Let 's  allow o m  consciousness t o  move up a 
level,  t o  the INTSRPRETATIYE (or ANGELIc)LEVEL. Here all thoughts of 
valuation. fire-insurance d wood-worm axe banished. %om now on we 
are concerned solely with w h a t  is depicted on the panel. Before us, we 
see a broad sweep of countryside which has been described (perhaps 
wrongly) a s  a stylised view of heaven. There is no mistaking the basic 
Christian message r "Behold the Lamb of Cod which taketh away the s i n  
of the World" (John 1 :29). This very text is embroidered onto the 
upper fringe of the altar cloth. "Jesus, the nay, the t ruth ,  the l i f e  ,'@ 
( ~ o h n  14 :6), adorns the red a l t a z  pendants ; and the octangonal basin 
a t  the base of the picture is inscribed with a verse f'rom Revelation 
22 : 1, 'This is the r ive r  of the water of l i f e  which proceeds oirt of 
the throne of God." 

So the Christian interpretation would seem t o  be that C h r i s t ,  seen here 
i n  the Sacr i f ic ia l  Xole of the Lamb, shed, and continues t o  shed h i s  
blood ( in  heaven) so  t h a t  we m o r t a l s  might be redeemed. His blood per- 
colates through the Eucharistic Chalice from the ANGELIC LEVEL down t o  
the ML?SDANE T S V Z L .  H i s  redemption is actually running out of the picture 
through the ' r iver  of the nater of l i f e 1 .  It is seen f lar ing from the 
tap,  and out of the @eavenly) dimension of the picture in to  the p o s s ,  
day-to-day world of the observer. And t h i s  whole scene can be regarded 
as a p u l e 1  t o  Christian rea l i ty  because the fountain ( that  cumber- 
some looking basin) is very much a re2lica of the Templum Domini.in 
Jerusalem, which is, or used t o  be, the fount of s p i r i t u d i t y  for  a l l  
of Christendon. I n  a l l ,  we are looking at a thoroughly creditable and 
nolrthy a l k - ~ i e c e  of which the Church is, r igh t ly  extremely proud. 

But how many ecclesiastics are a m  of the INTUITIVE-KNOWING (or ARCH- 
M G ~ I C )  L E t n  of the pic tme ? I am referring t o  the secret  Doctrine 
of the Kabbalistic Tree of Life with its ten inter-penetrating worlds 
of being (~e-Jhiroth). This is a system of bar ledge which claims t o  
reveal the q s t e r i e s  of the evolution of the universe through one plane 



of rea l i ty  t o  another until  it eventually hardens into the "world as we 
know i t" .  The system is more than a ~'undamentalist's explanation of  
being. The Tree of  Life is also  a ladder which leads from physical 
existence (~a lcuth)  up t o  the highest levels  of mysticism and t o  union 
with the Godhead  e ether). 
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Although ths Tree of Life may not be immdiately obvious within the 
farnework of the *Adoration1 - and one wouldnlt expect it t o  be - I 
feel  that the table below shows such a renmrkable correspondence 
btween the Sacred Tree and the painting that there can be no possibil- 
i t y  e i the r  of co-incidence or  of my having imposed a pattern which was 
not ariginally intended by the axtists. 

Sephoah The pcedominating enanation A s  depicted i n  the 
of the plane * e do ration* 

XElmR The great unmanifest. The nothing- Br i l l i an t  l i g h t  from 
ness f'rom which all the other which the Dove of the 
Se?hiroth, or planes of being, Holy S p i r i t  emerges 
axe derived 

MOKMAH The male polaxisation of Kether. Martyrs i n  rugged, 
Strong emanations of l i f e - s t r i r  hirsute countsyside 
ingness. Sometimes portrayed as 
the Primal Phallus 

The fenele polaxisation of Kether. Virgin d y r s  emerg- 
Wssive emanations of l i i e -  lng from a smoother, 
acceptance feminine landscape 

CHESED A reflection of Chokmah. Protective The Prophets 
paternal emanations 

GEa3UEU.H A reflection of Binah. Energetic, The Apostles who were 
somewhat s e w  emanations ex i s t  remarkable f a r  t h e i r  
a t  +his level  energetic evangelism 

TIPARGTH Although born of Chesed and The Holy Lamb, or  
Ceburah,  this Sephoah has a C h r i s t  i n  the - 
direct connection with Kether, the Sacr i f ic ia l  Role. 
Godhead. Often symbolised by the The Son of God 
crucified God. Astrological s ign,  
the Sun 

NETSHAH Emnates the ins t inct ive  l i f e  of The Gentiles (former- 
nature l y  nature-worshipping 

~ e o p l e s  ?) 

HOD 

YESm 

Splendour. The Pr ies t ly  Gods of The clergy 
Thoth and Mercury are associated 
ui th  t h i s  plane 

A plane of magic. Often represented The sprinkler,  remin- 
by male genitals. Once again, t h i s  iscent of ra in  which 
Sephccah has a d i rec t  l ine  t o  the early religions 
Godhead believed was the Sky 

Father * s semen 

MAIXUPH The world as we know it" The &sin and t ap  
which is the pic ture ' s  
umbilical with the 
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hro things wi l l  i m d i a t e l y  spring t o  the eye of the Kabbalist. Ffsstly,  
the hree of Life as it is presented here is reversed ; but this, l e t  
me hasten t o  add, has nothing t o  do uith diabolism. The picture is f a r  
too subtle for  that ; it standsaloof *om the nonsensical w a r  of oppos- 
i t e s  which raged a t  the time of its creation. No, this inversion means 
that when we look a t  the 'Adoration1, we are looking a t  a reflection. 
Whether the ref lect ion be t h a t  of the world in  which we l i v e ,  or  whether 
it be that  of the observer himself is a conundrun which each individual 
must resolve on h i s  own. The solving of t h i s  riddle (or an attempt there- 
a t )  can be expected t o  give the student valuable insights in to  how the 
various planes of r ea l i ty  re la te  one t o  another ; and in turn,  how he 
is, himself, related t o  these planes, with m i c u l a z  emphasis on 
'heavenD and the day-to-day world. 

The second and more obvious anomoly is the shape of the Tree. Rather 
than use the t radi t ional ,  the-columned Tree of Life (diag. l), the 
van Eycks have given us a triangulax shew. A f i r  t r ee  perhaps ? 

The s i lve r  f i r  is sacred t o  Artemis, the goddess of childbirth,  and 
as f a r  back as pfedynastic Egypt it was associated with bi r th ,  as 
indeed it still is -- for  does not the f i r  t ree  continue t o  play an 
important role a t  the Nativity o f t h e  Sun ? So this species of t r ee  is 
quite i n  keeping with the symbolism of the Kabbalist's Tree of Life,  
which admits t o  being an explanation of the universe. 

And it is  f i t t i n g  that we should encounter Artemis a t  t h i s  level.  Her 
tx in  brother was ApoUo, and he Sares the Solar Archetype Kith Jesus 
Christ who was the principle subject of the previous, ANGELIC LEVEL. 

And it is the tr iangular shape of Artemis' Tree which w i l l  lead us onto 
the LEVEL OF THE ABSOLVPE (DIVINE LEVEL). 

The secret  of this lofty plane is very clearly delineated by the rays 
of l i g h t  emanating from Kether or the Holy Dove, and by the l i n e s  of 
the altar. Here a pyramid - specifically the Great Pyramid - s l i p s  in to  



A t  f i r s t  one may suspect some kind of hideous, von Danikenesque joke. 
Nor do I think I should necessari ly guide the reader away from such a 
conclusion, fo r  he must, I t h ink , seek  h i s  own interpretat ion.  I would 
merely say tha t  Louis Charpentier f inds a s imi lar  pa t tern  i n  Chartres 
Cathedral (I), ; Fulcanelli is  i r r i t a t i n g l y  coy about S t  Thomas Aquinasv 
coat  of  ams which bears the  same si lhouet te  (2) ; and I have had an 
ins ight  i n to  a r ep i t i t i on  of t h i s  t r iangle  amidst t he  geometrical 
ground plan of Glastonbury Abbey (3). 
These then a?? the four l eve l s  of the  dora ration of the  Holy Lamb'. A t  
the outset  t h e i r  existence was implici t  i n  the t e x t  on the pendants 
which the argels zre holding out from the altar, "Jesus (Divine), the 
way ( ~ r e e  of Li fe) ,  the t r u t h  ( s a c r i f i c i a l  Role of ~ h r i s t ) ,  the  l i f e  
(mundane exixtence ) . " 
I n  the  picture,  as i n  r e a l i t y ,  each l e v e l  i n t e ~ p e n e t r a t e s  the other. 
The mundane is  i n  the divine,  and the divine is i n  the  mundane. The 
redemption is throughout ; the  Tree of Li fe  is i n  all. It follows 
therefore,  t h a t  there must be four Trees - one on each plane - making 
fo r ty  Sephiroth i n  all ; ' the  fo r ty  worlds of manifestation'. And these 
worlds of being, when arranged, a s  they must be, towards the four 
corners of the cosmos, form, disturbingly I think,  a wooden cross  : A 
rose-cross perhaps ? Certainly the Crusader's Cross : 
And more Oisturbing still,  the observer must ask himself who stands 
a d d s t  t h i s  strange r o d  ? 

THE MYS'EnS OF CHARTRES CATHEDRAL, by Louis Charpentier 
LZ MYSXRE DES CATHEDRALES, by FUcanel l i  

3 C-ASTLE OF AIR, by Michael Beckett I:! 
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BACSTROM'S ROSICRUCIAN SOCIETY 

Adam McLean O 

D r  SigiSmund Bacstrom was one of the most important scholars of alchemy 
i n  the last few centuries, baing active a t  the end of the eighteenth and 
the beginning of the nineteenth century. L i t t l e  is known of h i s  l i f e ,  
except that he was probably of Scandanavian extraction, and that he 
spent a deal of h i s  eaxly l i f e  travell ing around the world as a ship's  
surgeon. Later he was t o  s e t t l e  i n  London and gather around him a small 
c i rc le  of pupils, amongst whom he circulated a number of his o m  trans- 
la t ions  of alchemical texts  from Latin,German, and French into  English. 
This se lect  group of people provided the vehicle fo r  Bacstrom@s impulse 
t o  reconnect people with the ancient wisdom of the alchemical t radi t ion,  
and it seems tha t  spi r i tual ly  he smed the seed for  the rebir th  of 
in te res t  i n  alchemy l a t e r  i n  the nineteenth century, which developed 
through Thomas South and h i s  daughter Mary Anne Atwood, and l a t e r  Frsd- 
er ick Hockley (1809-85) who seems t o  have had copies i n  his own l ib ra ry  
of some of the Bacstrom manuscripts. Hockley's scholarship and l ib ra ry  
was i n  turn passed on t o  Uestcott and Mathers, and must have provided 
some of the material' that was worked in to  the Hermetic Order of the 
Golden Dawn. A t  much the same time, Madame Blavatsky a l so  had access t o  
Bacstrom material (and i n  I s sue  Number 1 - 4 of the Hermetic Journal we 
reprinted Madame Blavatsky8s edition of Bacstrom8s translation of the 
Golden Chain of Homer, which she issued i n  1891). Thus Bacstrom sowed a 
seed t h a t  a century l a t e r  g r e w  in to  the rebir th  of Alchemical ideas. 

Many volumes of h i s  manuscripts axe still extant and some are i n  private 
hands a t  present. It would be of the greatest  value i f  some of this 
material could be made available t o  the public once again. 

It is important t o  real ise  t h a t  a t  the time when Bacstrom was collecting 
and t ransla t ing alchemical material, there was l i t t l e  available i n  the 
outer world. Most of the great public collections and l ib ra r i es  only 
came i n t o  existence l a t e r  i n  the nineteenth century. Bacstromls material 
and h i s  access t o  sources was of the greatest  import, and he must have 
been one of the most knowledgeable men a t  that t i m e  i n  the Alchemical 
t radi t ion.  It m y  be that  he could not have achieved t h i s  without the 
a id  of cer ta in  Rosicrucians w i t h  which he had definite connections. 
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On 12th september 1794, D r  Sigismund Bacstrom w a s  i n i t i a t ed  in to  a 
Societas Roseae Crucis by Comte Louis de C h a d ,  on the island of 
Maraitius. The Comte, then a venerable old man of some 96 years, seemed 
t o  ham recognised i n  Eacstrom, h i s  greatness as an hermetic student, 
and offered t o  take hin on a s  a pupil and teach him the great work, and 
during t h i s  period, Bacstrom was aUmed t o  perform a transmutation 
under Chad's guidance and using his substances, C k a l  seeme t o  have 
obtained his own alchemical knowledge while he was i n  Paris i n  1740, a d  
J.W. HamiltonJones i n  his edition of Bacstrom's Alchemical Anthology 
(1960 Stuart  and Uatkins,  ond don) suggests that it was l ikely  t h a t  h i s  
teacher was the Comb de S t  Gemah. 

When Bacstrom se t t l ed  i n  London, one of h i s  more important pupils was 
the Scotsman Alexander Tilloch, the edi tor  of the Philosophical Magazine, 
which concentrated on paprs  and a r t i c l e s  of eaxly sc ien t i f i c  reserach. 
I recently discovered Tilloch's own copy of his admission document t o  
Bacstrom's Rosicrucian Society, which is signed by Sacstrom, and is i n  
the Rrguson Collection of Alchemical Books a t  Clasgow Univkrsity Lib- 
rary. I decided t o  pr int  t h i s  admission document i n  its ent i re ty  a s  it 
gives a valudole insight in to  the type of organisation and principles 
which Bacstrom worked within. It is l ike ly ,  considering the possible 
Comte de S t  Germain connection, that  this was the kind of Societas 9oseae 
Crucis which was operating throughout the eighteenth century. There is 
attached t o  t h i s  document i n  the Ferguson Collection a further item of 
Rosicrucian Aphorisms - the Process of creating the Stone, which I w i l l  
publish subsequently. 

When undertaking research for  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  I realised that A.E. ilaite 
:?ad i n  fac t  already reprinted this document i n  h i s  Real H i s t a y  of the 
Rosicrucians (1888). as the subdssion of Bacstrom t o  join the Societas 
Roseae Crucis of C h a d ,  and which is signed by Chazal 1794, however, 
since this book of Waite's has been out of pr int  for  many p a s ,  and he 
does not give any reference a s  t o  sources, I have decided t o  go ahead 
and p r in t  the Tilloch copy which is an exact copy of tha t  which is found 
i n  Waite. 

This in i t i a t ion  document consists of fourteen promises or  obligations, 
most of which are quite straightforward. One important item is the f o h h  
obligation, which has a long concluding paragraph on the equal r igh t s  of 
women i n  regard t o  membership of the Societas Roseae Crucis. This is very 
important when seen against the h i s to r i ca l  background. It seems t o  indic- 
a te  t h a t  the Rosy Cross remained a sepaxate stream frm the Freemasons, 
which was ( and still is ) quite strongly patriarchal and would not allow 
woman a s  members. I n  a r t i c l e  9 there is  an indication of a ra ther  cr i t ic-  
al a t t i tude  towards the established Church of the time. 

Bacstrom translated many volumes of Alchemical t ex t s ,  and one wonders 
just where he obtained h i s  source material. Perhaps we have i n  Bacstrom 
a d i rec t  connection through C h a d  and the  Comte de S t  Germain with the 
continuing stream of Rosicrucian Mystery- Wisdom. We should come t o  see 
tha t  Bacstrom did not found h i s  l i t t l e  Alchemical School Lvn h i s  own 
resources, but t h a t  behind him lay  the esoter ic  Order of the Rose Cross 
which provided him with the mate r id  and impulse t o  continue and develop 
the Alchemical Science. W students of alchemy i n  the twentieth century 
owe a profound debt of gratitude t o  the %?seen work of t h i s  little-known 
man, Bacstron, i n  gathering and t ransla t ing alchemical material, and 
inspiring others t o  work with the wisdom he recognised i n  the ancient 
~Jchemical texts. 
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I n  the name of b*hLl& Vil' 
the true and only 'God 
manifested i n  Trinity 

I do hereby promise, i n  the most sincere and solemn manner, fa i thful ly  
t o  observe the following a r t i c l es ,  during the whole course of my 
natural l i f e ,  t o  the best of my knowledge and ab i l i ty  ; which a r t i c l e s  
I hereby confirm by oath and by my proper signature hereunto annexed. 

One of the worthy members of the August most ancient and most learned 
Society, the Investigators of Divine, Spir i tual  and N a t u r a l  Truth 
( which Society, more than two centuries and a half ago, did separate 
themse1,ves from the Free Masons, but were again united i n  one s p i r i t  
amongst themselves under the denomination of ,Fratres Roseae Crucis - 
Brethren of the Rosy Cross - that is the Brethren that believe i n  the 
grand atonement made by Jesus C h r i s t  on the Rosy Cross, stained and 
marked with h i s  blood, for  the Redemption of Spiri tual ~a tu re*)  having 
thought me worthy t o  be admitted in to  the i r  august society, in  quality 
of a Practical  Fember and Brother (one degree above a Member apprentice) 
and t o  partake of t h e i r  sublime knowledge, I hereby engage i n  the most 
solemn manner. 

1 That I w i l l  always, t o  the utmost of my power, conduct myself, as 
becomes a worthy member, with sobriety and, piety, and endeavour t o  
prove myself grateful t o  the Society for  so distinguished a favour a s  
I now receive, during the whole course of my natural  l i f e .  

2 I w i l l  never openly publish tha t  I am a member of t h i s  august 
Society, nor reveal the name o r  persons of such members as I know a t  
present o r  may know hereafter, t o  avoid derision, insul t  or persecution. 

3 I solemnly promise that I w i l l  never during my whole l i f e  prost i t -  
ute,  t h a t  is publicly reveal, the secret knowledge I receive a t  present 
or may receive a t  a future period from the Society or  from one of its 
members, nor even privately, but w i l l  keep our secrets sacred. 

4 I do hereby promise that  I w i l l  ins t ruct ,  for  the benefit of good 
men, before I depart t h i s  l i f e ,  one person, or two persons at most, 
i n  our secret  knowledge, and i n i t i a t e  and receive such,person ( ol. per- 
sons) as a Eember Apprentice in to  our Society, in the sam mamer as I 
have been ini t ia ted and received ( in  quality of a Practical  member end 
b r d e r ) . ;  but such a person only as I believe t o  be t r u l y  worthy and 
Of an upright well meaning mind, blameless conduct, sober l i f e  and 
desirous of knowledge. 

the same time our universal microcosmical subject 
, the best magnet fo r  continually a t t ract ing and preserv- 

Fire of Nature, i n  the form of incorporeal sp i r i tua l  
-e, for  the regeneration of matter.] 



~ n d ,  as there is no distinction of sexes i n  the sp i r i tua l  world, neither 
amongst the blessed Angels nor among the ra t ional  immortal s p i r i t s  of 
the Human race : and as we have had a Semiramis, Queen of Egypt, a 
Myrim, the prophetess, a peronella, the wife of m, and l a t e l y  a 
Leona Constantia, A*ss of Clermont, who was actually received a s  a 
Practical  Member and Master in to  our Society i n  the year 1736, which 
women are believed t o  have been all possessors of the Great Work, con- 
sequently Sorores Roseae Crucis and members of our Society bv possession, 
as the possession of this our art is the key t o  the most hidden know- 
ledge. A u d  moreover a s  redemption was manifested t o  mankind by means of 
a woman (the Blessed Virgin), and as salvation, which is of in f in i t e ly  
more value than our whole Art,, is granted t o  the female sex as well a s  
t o  the male, our Society does not exclude a worthy woman from being 
in i t i a t ed ,  God himself not having excluded women from partaking of every 
s p i r i t u a l  f e l i c i t y  i n  the next l i f e .  We w i l l  not hes i ta te  t o  receive a 
worthy woman into  our Society a s  a member apprentice, (and even as a 
practical  member or  m s t e r  i f  she does possess our work practically and 
has herself accomplished i t ) ,  provided she is found, l i k e  Feronella, 
Flamel's wife, t o  be sober, pious, d iscreet ,  p d e n t ,  not loquacious, 
but reserved, of an upright mind d blameless conduct, and withall  
desirous of knowledge. 

5 I do hereby declare that  I intend with the permission of God t o  
recommence our Great Work with my own hands, as soon a s  circumstances, 
health,  opportunity and t i m e  w i l l  permit, tha t  : 
f i z s t  - I my do good therewith as a fa i th fu l  steward 
second - that I may merit the continued confidence which the Society has 
placed i n  me in  quality of a practical  meeber. 

6 I do m e r  most solemnly promise t h a t  (should I accomplish the 
Great work) I w i l l  not abuse the great parer entrusted t o  me by appear- 
ing great and exalted, or  seeking t o  appear i n  a Public character i n  the 
world, by hunting a f t e r  vain t i t l e s  of Nobility and vain glory, which 
are all f leet ing and vain ; but w i l l  endeavour t o  l i v e  a sober and order- 
l y  l i f e  as becomes every Christian, though not possessed of so great a 
temporal blessing. 
1 w i l l  devote a considerable part  of my abundance and superfluity ( ~ u l t i -  
pliable in f in i t e ly )  t o  works of private charity,  t o  aged and deeply 
distressed people, t o  poor children, and above all t o  such as love God 
and ac t  uprightly, and w i l l  avoid encouraging laziness and the profess- 
ion of public beggars. 

7 1 w i l l  communicate every new or useful discovery re la t ing t o  our lJork 
t o  the nearest member of our Society and hide nothing from him, seeing 
he cannot, as a worthy member, possibly abuse it or  prejudice m e  thereby. 
h the other hand, I w i l l  hide these secret  discoveries from the world. 

8 I do moreovor solemnly promise (should I become a Master and'possess- 
or) t h a t  I w i l l  not, on the one hand, assist, aid,  or  suppd t  with Gold 
or Silver ,  any Government, King, or Sovereign whatever, except by paying 
of taxes,  nor, on the other, any populace, o r  particular s e t  of men, t o  
enable them t o  revol t  against t h e i r  Coverent. I w i l l  leave public 
a f fa i r s  and arrangements t o  the Governmant of God, who w i l l  bring about 
the events foretold i n  the Revelations of S t  John, which are f a s t  accom- 
plishing. I w i l l  not in terfere  with a f f a i r s  of Government. 

9 I w i l l  neither build churches, chapels, nor hospitals and such public 



cha r i t i e s ,  as there are already a suff ic ient  number of such public 
buildings and i n s t i t u t ions ,  i f  they were only properly applied and 
regulated. I w i l l  not give any sa lary  t o  a Pr ies t  o r  Churchman a s  such, 
t o  make him more p r o d  and indolent than he is already. I f  I r e l i eve  a 
d is t ressed  worthy clergyman, I w i l l  consider him i n  the l i g h t  of a 
private d is t ressed  individual only. I w i l l  give no char i ty  with the  view 
of making my name known i n  the world, but w i l l  give my alms pr iva te ly  
and secretly.  

10 I hereby promise t h a t  I w i l l  never be ungrateful t o  the worthy 
friend and brother who i n i t i a t e d  and received me, but respect and 
oblige him as f a r  a s  l i e s  i n  my power, i n  the same manner a s  he has 
been obliged t o  promise t o  h i s  friend who received him. 

11 Should I t r a v e l  e i the r  by sea o r  by land and meet with any person 
that may call himself a Brother of the Rosy Cross, I w i l l  t r y  him wheth- 
e r  he can give me a proper explanation of the  universal f i r e  of Nature 
and of our Maunet fo r  a t t r ac t i lw  and manifesting the same under the  form 
of a s a l t ,  whether he is well acquainted with our work, and whether 
he knows the universal  disolvent and its use. I f  I f ind him able t o  give 
sa t i s f ac to ry  answers, I w i l l  acknowledge him as a member and a brother 
of our Society. 
Should I find him superior i n  knowledge and experience t o  myself, I w i l l  
honour and respact him as a Master above me. 

1 2  I f  it should please God t o  permit me t o  accomplish our Grent ilork 
with my own hands, I w i l l  give praise and thanks t o  God i n  humble prayer 
and devote my time t o  the doing and promoting a l l  the good that l i e s  
i n  my parer and t o  the pursuit  of  t rue  and useful knowledge. 

1 3  I do hereby solernnly promise t h a t  I w i l l  not encourage wickedness 
and debauchery, thereby offending Gcd, administer the Kedicine f o r  the 
human body, nor the  A u r u m  Totabile t o  a patient  or  pa t ients  infected 
w i t h  the venereal disease. 

14 I do promise t h a t  I w i l l  never give the fermented metallic medicine 
for  transmutation, t o  any person l iv ing ,  no not a s ingle  grain,  unless 
the person is an in i t i a t ed  and received Member and Brother of the 
Society of the Rosy Cross. 

To keep f a i th fu l ly  the above a s t i c l e s  as I now receive them from a 
worthy member of our Society, a s  he received them himself i n  the  
Wauritius, I will ingly agree and sign the above with my name and a f f i x  
my s e a l  t o  the same, so  help me Gcd. Amen. 

I n  testimony t h a t  I have i n i t i a t e d  and received Alexander Til loch Esq. 
i n  qual i ty  of Prac t ica l  Member and Brother, a degree above a #ember 
Apprentice, on account of h i s  prac t ica l  knowledge and ghilosophical 
acquirements, I have hereunto s e t  my hand and sea l ,  

Sigismund Sacstrom 

D .  F.R.C. 

London April 5 .  1797. 
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I SPIGEL DER KVNST VND NATVR. 



Alchemical Mandala Number 6 
I n  t h i s  special  extended Alchemical Mandala feature, we w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  
and describe the four important plates from Steffan Nichelspacher's 
Cabala, Speigel de r  Kunst und Nature, published i n  ~ugsberg i n  1616, and 
believed t o  have d i s t inc t  Rosicrucian associal;ions. These four pla tes  
have never been reproduced and commented upon as a whole, although 
Plate 3 is well known and has been used a s  an i l lus t ra t ion  i n  many p o p  
u l a r  books on the occult i n  recent years. The plates were engraved by 
Raphael Custadis. Nathing is known of the identity of Michelspacher, 
though it is usually assumed that t h i s  was a pseudonym. The book i n  
which the plates appear was published i n  1616, the same year as the 
Chyplical Wedding of Christian Rosencreutz, and at the height of the  Ros- 
icrucian furom. 

PLATE ONE - THE MIRROR OF ART AND NATm 

Although not a mandala proper, plate one introduces the three mandala 
plates which describe the alchemical process under the entitlements, 
the Beginning, the Middle and the End. This introductory plate is 
divided into  three sepazate bands. 

The ~ p & r  Section Here we find two pil lars.  That on the l e f t  is labell-  
ed NATURE and under it stands the alchemist holding i n  h i s  l e f t  hand a 
b o o m a x i n g  the PRIMA MATERIA, the f i r s t  matter, or  the matter of the 
beginning of the work, and in hisr ighthan he carr ies  t h i s  in  a three- 
fold vessel, i n  which is wen the symbol & . The alchemist under the 
p i l l a r  on the r igh t  bearing the description ART, carr ies  in  his r ight  
hand a book declaring the ULTIMA MATERIA, the f ina l  substance of the 
work, which he holds i n  his l e f t  ban contained i n  a double-interconnect- 
ed vessel, with the inverse symbol &. 
In  the centre is portrayed the arms of the Art of Alchemy, ni th  the 
supporters EAGLE on the l e f t  and LION on the right. The shield is divid- 
ed fourfold, with two quarters bearing three di f ferent  shade& spheres 
(the Three Principles) and the other quarters the symbol 
which can only-be the western alchemical equivalent of 
the meeting of Yin and Yamg, the primal polar i t ies  of 
the Cosmos. 
The f loor  is t i l e d  with square and circ le  motifs, indicating t h a t  the 
great work involves the squaring of the circle.  

The Middle Section TWO panels indicate, on the l e f t  the act  of mining 
minerals under the earth tha t  have been brought t o  a certain s t a te  of 
ripeness by Nature, ard on the r ight  the processing above ground i n  
which man by Art completes the r i p n i n g  of the metals. 
I n  the centre are feud two ci rcular  diagrams with the German Cott ( the 
naPle of cad) around the outside, and a lso  the Alpha and Omega @ , and 
the monograph which may be the name of God,Agla. 
The Mandala on the  l e f t  is divided into 360: Two serpents are entwined 
around a c i rc le  containing a squaxe and a triangle,  with l e t t e r s  which 
respectively farm VITRIOL and AZOTH. The ci rcular  s t r u  ture is topped 
by the  symbol introduced above for  the Frim Materia & , and around 
the outside of t h i s  axrangement are the Four Qualities heiss - hot, 
trucken - dry ,  feucht - moist, and kal t  - cold. 
The Mandala on the r ight  is fourfold with the Four Elements fever - 
f i r e ,  erdt  - ear th ,  l u f f t  - a i r ,  and waser - water, i n  the outer circle.  
The virtues of Philosophy, Astronomy and Alchemy are indicated i n  the 
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intermediate r ing ,  and within the cent ra l  space around the square with 
the inscribed octogram, four substances of the m, Sulphur - Antimony - 
Vitr io l  - Bismuth    is matt). The central  octogram has an in teres t ing  
farm. The symbol of the Sun is cent&, then i n  the four innermost vert- 
i ce s  of the octogram the moon symbol, then i n  the other s e t  of ver t ices  
four mercury symbols are found. In  the e ight  t r iangular  sections 
betweenthese points of the octogram, the symbols f o r  the other planets 
a m  repeated twice, and are arranged i n  such a way t h a t  Venus is oppos- 
i t e  t o  Mars ( so l a r  planets) and Jupiter  opposite t o  Saturn ( ~ u n a r  plan- 
e t s ) .  

Lower Section This pictures the alchemist a t  work physically with sub- 
stances i n  the laboritory. A number of d i f ferent  furnaces ase shown. 

I n  this pla te  we have a picture of the three domains of Alchemy, the  
physical work i n  the lowest section,  the soul  work with the in tegra t ion  
of symbolism through.the mandalas i n  the middle section,  and above the  
s p i r i t u a l  principles of Alchemy are indicated. 

?LA!i'E TWO - THE BEGINNING I EXALTATION 

The f i r s t  true mandala of t h i s  s e r i e s  brings together the basic elements 
t ha t  cons t i tu te  the beginning of the work of Alchemy. The 'CABAX,A1 below 
is the t i t l e  of Michelspacherls book. Around the outside four words pr- 
claim the v i r tues  of Philosophy, Astronomy, and Alchemy. 
This mandala consis ts  of an outer  c i r c l e  and a cent ra l  flask. Around the 
outer c i r c l e  is  arranged various outer f ace t s  of Alchemy, the substances, 
planetary and zodiacal influences, etc., while within the cent ra l  f l a sk  
the inner processes of Alchemy axe symbolically described. 

The Outer Circle is divided i n t o  the 360' of the Zodiac, and the  23 
l e t t e r s  of the alphabet a re  arranged around t h i s  c i r c l e ,  and vatious 
substances and processes with these i n i t i a l  l e t t a r s  a r e  named I 

A Aurum - Gold L Luna - Moon 
B Bley - Lead M Mercurius - Mercury 
C Cheyri N Natur - Nature 
D Dracken B lu t t  - 0 Oleum - O i l  

Dragon's Blood P ~ o t a b i l e '  - Patabile 
E Eisen - I ron  Q Quint. Esse - Fifth Essence 
F F'arb des Werks - R Rebis - Hermaphrodite 

Colours of tlii Work S Salmiac - S a l  Ammoniac 
G G r a d  des A - T h a g a n t  - Tmgacanth 

Grades of Fire V Vi t r io l  - Vitriol  
H Haupt des Rabe - I Essig - Vinegar 

Head of the  Crm I1 Ignis  - f i r e  
I Iov i s  - Jupi ter  Z Zinobaz - Cinnabar 
K Kopffer - Copper 

The Zodiacdl c i r c l e  surrounds aspace i n  which is seen a three-fold 
mandala centred upon a flask. Below t h i s  f lask  stands a strange hybrid 
bast which bears some of the charac ter i s t ics  of the Four Holy Living 
Creatures, the Bul l ' s  horns, Man1 s face,  ion's body, Eagle's talons.  
Strangely enough the  bast is given a feminine form i n  t h a t  it bears 
three udders. It wears a t r i p l e  c r m  of the three principles,  and out 
of its mouth flows a l iquid  stream. The beast occupying the space bet- 
ween circumference and centre indicates the unhannonious, undigested, 
in tegra t ion  of the four Archetypal Creatures -Lion, Bull ,  Eagle, and Man, 
and the male and female aspects. I f  the Alchejlist is t o  succeed i n  h i s  
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h i s  t a sk  he must c rea te  i n  himself a more harmonious integration. This 
inner process is sketched i n  the cent ra l  flask. The beast  stands i n  a 
realm i n  which three  globes containing the  Zodiacal signs,  are arranged 
a t  the  ver t ices  of the t r iangle  of the Three Principles - sulphur 9 , 
Mercury v, and S a l t  @ . 
The Centrdl Flask Within the f l a sk  a t  the centre of t h i s  mandala, an 
aecending s e r i e s  of animal forms are seen, which r e l a t e  t o  the stages of 
Alchemy pictured a s  Alchemical Birds (see a r t i c l e  i n  the H e m t i c  Journal 
No 5). The Lion and Cockerel a t  the bottom, indicate the two primal 
d u a l i t i e s  t h a t  cons t i tu te  the beginning of the process, which come to- 
gether and develop the Black Crow stage, then the Peacock with its sp le  
splendid tail, the  Phoenix which leads t o  the  so l a r  r eb i r th  as the  end 
of the  process. 
Above,at the neck of the f l a sk ,  a s i x  pointed star rays down s i x  stars 
i n t o  the depths of the mandala c i rc le .  This star is flanked by two f i r e  
breathing wens, a s  opposed t o  the water-breathing beast below. 

PLATE THREE - THE KLDDLE I CONJUNCTION 

The most well known of these four p la tes  is a manddla of the in tegra t ion  
of the work i n  the  in t e r io r  of the  earth. 
Below i n  the foreground, the blindfold Alchemist needs guidance i n  h i s  
quest fo r  the  wisdom of the workings within the i n t e r i o r  of the  e a r t h  
substance. Thus i n  pursuit of t h i s  f l ee t ing  wisdom, pictured by the  neta- 
Phor of the  r abb i t  and its burrowing in to  the ear th  a t  the base of the  
cosmic nounbin,  he seeks t o  grasp its inner essence by fer re t ing  out 
knowledge of what l i e s  within. 
The Mountain is surrounded by the  Zodiac, within the four-square elements 
Fire, Air, Water, and Earth. Each sign of the  Zcdiac is associated with 
the symbol of a chemical substance. (see a l s o  Alchemical Mandala No 5) 

Taurus - >8( Mercury Gemini -*cinnabar 

3 Libra - @ Verdigris 9 Cancer - Auripigment 

Q Scorpio - Vitr io l  2 Sagi t ta r ius  - h s a l t  

Aries - * Sulphur f i  Pisces - d) Saltpetre 

8 ~ e o  - 6 crocus ~ a r s  % ~ a p r i c o r n  -9 Tartar  

V i r ~ o  - # Sdl Ammoniac s Aquarius - 0 Alum 
The Mountain is i n  the form of a pyramid of four s t eps ,  w i t h  the class-  
i c a l  images of the  sewn planets. On the l e f t  s ide the so lar  planets - 
Venus, with flaming heart  and looking-glass 1 m , w i t h  shield and sword; 
=with sceptre. On theri&ht s ide ,  the lunar  planets - Saturn, a s  
s o n o s  with chi ld  and scythe ; Jupiter ,  with sceptre andthunderbolt  ; 
and Luna, as Diana the huntress with spear and hunting horn. Mercury, 
as H ~ S ,  holds the  summit of the  Kountain with winged sandals and 
helmet, and holding the caduceus, he stands ugon a l i t t l e  fountain con- 
tained i n  a three  sided garden. 
Within the  Mountain there l i e s  the  Temple of the Sun and Moon, which is 
approached by an ascent of seven steps,  each of which is an alchemical 
process t Calcination - Sublimation - Solution - Putrefaction - D i s t i l l -  
a t ion  - Coagulation - and Tincture. These lead one i n t o  a vaulted Temple 
with seven windows, i n  the centre of which there sits, on the l e f t ,  the 
so l a r  King holding a sceptre i n  h i s  r i gh t  hand, and on the r igh t ,  the 
lunar Queen holding a threefold plant i n  her l e f t  hand. Behind them, and 
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completing a t r i p l i c i t y ,  stands a l i t t l e  alchemical furnace, foursquare 
a t  the base and c i rcular  a t  the top. The roof of the Temple carr ies  the 
symbols of the Sun and Moon, and a s  the Moon side a lso  has the stars, 
there is also implied Day and Night. Surmounting the Temple roof,  a bird 
i n  a phoenix gesture stands triumphant. 
Thus the alchemist seeking out the sp i r i tua l  wisdom, must work with the 
twelve substances of the Art, and bring them into  relatio~lghip with the 
seven planetary forces, within the Earth realm, through a ser ies  of 
seven processes. This w i l l  lead h i m  t o  the Conjunction i n  the temple 
under the Earth, the uniting of the King and Queen, Kale and Female, Sun 
and Moon, within h i s  being, and the achievement of t h i s  conjunction, is 
pictured by the crowned hbl i n  phoenix gesture. 

PLATE FOUR - THE 2ND r MULTIPLICATION 

A t  the conclusion of the work, the five alchemists i n  the dark lower 
part of the engraving, having reached the summit of t h e i r  labours, work- 
ing through the five planetary archetypes d, Q,q,&,S , achieve a 
vision of the two f iery  swords which guard the gate of the Garden of 
$den. They penetrate through this t o  a higher sp i r i tua l  vision of the 
workings of the sp i r i tua l  world, here pictured within the rainbow. 
Within a four square garden, a vineyard, barered on three sides, the 
King and Queen, on l e f t  and r ight ,  kneel before the Fountain of Light, 
the foundation of which is a six sided basin or h t h  upon which sits 
the Crowned C h r i s t ,  holding out two chalices, one i n  each hand, t o  the 
kneeling King and Queen.'The Fountain is i n  four t i e r s ,  the upper t i e r s  
containing respectively the balances forces of Mars and Venus, Saturn 
and Jupi ter ,  and the two-fold Mercury alone on the upper t i e r .  
The fountain is nourished by two sources. A t  the upper r ight ,  an angel 
turns the screw of a winepress i n  which Christ with h i s  cross is pictur- 
ed. From the body of C h r i s t  crucified there is extracted the essence, 
which atreams down along the Eaxth t o  the Fountain of Light, with its 
enthroned a d  arisen Christ, while from the upper l e f t ,  where the Divine 
Name n1 3 ' is seen i n  a nimbus of l igh t ,  a haloed dove descends t o  
the Fountain, with a g i f t  of sp i r i tua l  power. This t r i p l i c i t y  is compl- 
eted by the dove of the C h r i s t  s p i r i t  that  ascends and returns t o  the 
mther ,  *om the crucifixion scene. 

?!HE SZRIXS SEEN AS A TOTALITY 

I n  the f i r s t  introductory plate there is pictured the three domains of 
Alchemy. This three-fold division is amplified and applied t o  the 
alchemical process i t s e l f ,  by the other three plates. 
Plate Two - the Beginning of the Work, draws our attention t o  the 
Cosmic aspect of Alchemy, the working with Cosmic substance. In  t h i s  
plate,  we are f a r  removed from the earthly world. The alchemist, &t the 
beginning of the work, must achieve an e w l t a t i o n  of h i s  vision, nust 
glimpse the cosmic significance of the substances and processes with 
which he is t o  work. 
I n  the Third Plate. the Middle of the Work, the alchemist must unite h i s  
exalted perception of the cosmic aspect w i t h  the Earthly r e a l m .  He must 
seek the s p i r i t  i n  the in ter ior  of the Earth, in  the very essence, the 
core of substance. There he must join together, i n  a new synthesis., the 
polar i t ies ,  the zodiacal archetypes, the planetary forces, the seven 
processes of Alchemy, the Sun and Moon aspects, dl of which are found 
i n  the Cosmos, i n  Earthly substance, and i n  Man, i n  the inner being, the 



Soul of ths alchemist himself. 
The final plate indicates the E d  of the  Work, which is pictured through 
the image of Christ as the New Adam, the  Reborn Adam, Man reunited u i th  
his s p i r i t u a l  essence. h r i s t ,who  achieved the  true conjunction, i n  tha t  
he united the hig;hest sp i r i tua l  essence, with the ear th ly  body of Nan, 
and through this Conjunction, which reached its apotheosis on the Cross, 
achieves the power of raying out h i s  s p i r i t u a l  forces. This is pictured 
through the nourishment of the Fountain of Light by the Blood of C h r i s t ,  
and i n  t h i s  sense C h r i s t  achieves the Plultiplicatio, h i s  blood becomes 
the t inc t ing  Philosopher's Stone, the Stone of the Wise. In  t h i s  f i n a l  
p la t e ,  we see pictured the s p i r i t u a l  connection between the G r a i l  
Mystery and the Mystery of Alchemy, i n  the Chalices which Christ holds 
for th ,  and the l iv ing s p i r i t u a l  blood t h a t  flows from the wound i n  h i s  
side i n t o  the Fountain of Light. I n  t h i s  sense we can identify t h i s  
s e r i e s  of Plates,  with the s p i r i t u a l  impulse of the Rosicrucians, who 
sought t o  bring the ancient wisdom of Alchemy into  a new l iv ing re la t -  
ionship w i t h  the inner esoter ic  stream of Christianity. 

The high ~ ? ~ t u a l  nature of the task before the alchemist is proclaimed 
i n  the  two verses that stand a t  the head of the f i r s t  plate. 

Cabala and Alchemy 
Give you the highest medicine 
A s  well as the Stone of ,the Wise 
I n  which alone the founda;tion 
Rests, as can be seen t o  t h i s  day 
I n  these figures by anyone who has eyes. 

Oh God, help us t o  be thankful 
For t h i s  gift so  high and pure 
He whose heart and mind you open up 
-2nd who is perfect i n  these 
To him w i l l  be given a l l  strength 
To accomplish t h i s  work. 

I am indebted t o  Christopher McIntosh and Cisela Kirberg fo r  trans- 
l a t i n g  these two poems for  me. 



ROBERT FLUDD'S SPIRITUAL TASK 

Adam McLean O 

3obert Fludd was one of the most inp0rtar.t Rosicrucian commentators 
of the  e a r l y  decades of the seventeenth century. H i s  name has been 
made known t o  rnany people i n  recent  times, through the e so t e r i ca l ly  
rennrkable and a r t i s t i a l l y  a t t r ac t ive  engravings made by Theodor 
Pe Bry  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  h i s  works, and which have been reprinted as 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s  i n  mny  popular books on the occult.  However, F l d d ' s  
own writ ings remain obscure, very l i t t l e  being available i n  ? r in t  a t  
present. 

Over the  pericd of about twenty years from 1617, Fludd issued - 
Utriusque Cosmi His tor ia  a massive tome o r  co l lec t ion  of t r e a t i s e s ) ,  
Anatomiae Amphitheatnun 1 6 23,  Philosophia Sacra 1626, Nedicina 
Catholics 1629, Integrum Morbum hlysterium 1631, Clavis Philosophae 
e t  Alchemiae 1633, and the Philosophia Moysaica 1638, and other 
smaller works - a vast body of writings of which regre t tab ly  only 
the Mosaical Philosophy was t rans la ted  i n t o  English. Locked up i n  
the ponderous d i f f i c u l t  Latin of these volumes, l i e s  a vast system 
of ideas ,  a gathering together of the various fragments of e so t e r i c  
wisdom, woven i n t o  an a l l  embracing philosophical system. 

Robed .FluddSs works are the  encapsulation of the  hermetic philosophy 
that l a y  a t  t he  hea r t  of the Rosicrucian movement. He l a i d  the  phil* 
sophical foundations of an e so t e r i c  science i n  h i s  grea t  works, and 
it may well be t h a t  f o r  our fu ture  s p i r i t u a l  development and evolut- 
ion,  we shall have t o  re turn  again ard encounter the breadth and .  
depth of p"lud&'s philosophical foundation of mataphysical science. 
It is i n  t h i s  s p i r i t  t h a t  we i ssue  t h i s  ex t r ac t  from the  only major 
work of Fludd t o  be translated.  Fludd's volumes are s o  vas t ,  often 
being col lec t ions  of various independent t r e a t i s e s  under the one 
general plan o r  s t ruc ture ,  t h a t  one suspects  t h a t  it is most unlik- 
e l y  f o r  any of them ever t o  be t rans la ted  ard reprinted i n  t h e i r  
en t i r e ty .  Iimever, hopefully ex t r ac t s  w i l l  be t rans la ted  and made 
avai lab le  over t he  next years. 



IUS LIB% 

9ober-t Fludd (1574 - 1637) was a child of the  Elizabethan Age, with 
its rkeedom of thought and scholarship, and its impulse t o  explore 
and investigate the world. L i t t l e  is 'known of h i s  e a r l y  l i f e ,  except 
t h a t  he cam from a r e l a t ive ly  well off family, being the son of S i r  
Thomas Fludd. He was given a good education which culminated i n  h i s  
at tending,at  age 18 ,  S t  John's College, Oxford, where he obtained the 
,Master of Arts degree. 

After completirlg h i s  universi ty studies,  he went t ravel l ing  around 
%rope, supporting himself by private tu tor ing .  These t ravels  took 
him t o  ,France, Spain, I t a l y  and Germany, and when he returned i n  
1604 t o  l i ve  i n  Lon&on, he began t o  prac t i se  medicine. H i s  revolution- 
ary medical opinions, for- which he d m w  heavily from Paracelsus, took 
a r h i l e  t o  be accepted by the establishment, but a f t e r  an i n i t i a l  
s truggle he eventually achieved a high reputat ion a s  a healer. The 
practice. of healing was of p r i ~ ~  import t o  him, and references t o  
heal i rg  abour.3 throughout h i s  works, and a laxge p&z of h i s  output 
consisted of medical textbooks, expounding h i s  -particular philosophy 
and r i s ion  or' t he  human organism. 

Kost of h i s  works were published abroad i n  Oppenheim and Frankfurt, 
and he does not seem t o  have been well 'mown i n  h i s  own country. 

He was remar:kably open t o  new ideas, and performed numerous exper- 
i r r ~ n t s  with q e t i c  forces,  investigated i n  great  depth the dynamics 
of the humvl pulse, even inventing a weatherglass o r  baromter ,  and 
a s  an example of h i s  openness, he was one of the f i r s t  Physicians t o  
a c c e s  enthus ias t ica l ly  t l i l l iam Harvey's discover/ of the c i rcula t ion  
of t he  bloa?. Indeed nudd exhibi t s  i n  h i s  writ ings a s c i e n t i f i c  
cu r ios i ty  and i n t e r e s t  i n  the f ac t s  and ideas about the outer world, 
which i n  mazy ways com?lements the metaphysical bas is  t o  h i s  think- 
ing. Fludd i n  t h i s  had h i s  f e e t  on the ground, and although he soared 
t o  grea t  heights i n  h i s  speculative philosophy, he reniained rooted 
i n  r ea l i t y .  

L i t t l e ,  however, is known of ?ludd1 s l i f e ,  of h i s  acquaintances and 
contacts  i n  the society of the t i m e ,  and one can only speculate upon 
h i s  connections with esoter ic  orders such a s  the Rosicrucians. 

3032IF FCU"JD'S TASK 

If we read ktween the l i n e s  of outer h i s to ry ,  which rare ly  records 
the t rue  forces and impulses working behind a par t icular  e r a  o r  
individual ,  we have t o  come t o  see Robert Fludd as an essent ia l  part 
of the  Rosicrucian movement. Though he denied being a member of the  
Brotherhood or' the  Rosy Cross, it is obvious, when we examine the  
impulse working through h i s  writings, t h a t  he had some ro le  t o  play 
i n  t h e  weaving of the  Rosicrucian wisdom i n t o  the  outer  world. 

The Srotherhood of the Rosy Cross, emerged in to  the outer public 
sphere i n  1614, through the publication of t h e i r  ma.nifestqs, the Fama 
Ra. tern i ta t i s  i n  1614, the Confessio i n  1615, and the  Kystery a l leg-  
ory, the  Chyrical Vedding of ~ h r i s t i a n  9osencreutz i n  1616. This 
Brotherhood revealed tha t  they had achieved a synthesis  of the sum 
t o b l  of esoter ic  Iaowledge of the !Jest i n t o  a coherent l i v ing  phil-  
osophy, i n to  xihich they sought t o  i n i t i a t e  the learned of Zurope, 
and s o  translorm the basis  of society and r a i s e  man t o  a nore noble 



condition, by revealing the f u l l  potent ia l i t ies  of h i s  inner s p i r i t -  
u a l  be ing. 

Ir. an outer sense, the Rosicrucian Xovenent of the ear ly  17th century 
was linked with a particular po l i t i ca l  strategy, which sought t o  
establish Bohemia, i n  the heart  of Europe, as a centre of enlighten- 
ment under the guidance of esoter ic  knowledge. I n  1611, Michael Maier 
the other great ELosicrucian apologist, came t o  London as an ambass- 
ador f o r  the movement, which was a t  t h i s  time still unrevealed, a d  . 
there he met  with Robert Zludd. :that passed between these kdo great 
figures one cannot k m ,  but it is surely of the greatest  relevance 
that  once the 2osicrucians had declared themselves, i n  1614-1616, 
both Fludd and F;aier simulCmeously released vast volumes of t h e i r  
writings, almost on cue. It seems unlikely that  these vast works were 
written just  before publication, iraleed there are a number of in ter-  
nal references i n  fluddls work, which suggest that  some t rea t i ses  i n  
the History of the Iflacrocosm and Microcosm were written during h i s  
t ravels  in Zurope before 1604. Perhaps even then Fludd had mde con- 
t a c t  with the representatives of the Rosy Cross. 

Both Fludd and Kaier were s e t  the task of unfolding t o  the outer 
world the philosophical basis of the esotericism of the Rosicrucians, 
and indeed much of F1utidls work is an attempt t o  establish &hese 
ideas, by connecting them with the szyings of scripture arid the 
established and respected ancient philosophers. Perhags nudd's long, 
in t r i ca te ,  often repeti t ive statement of h i s  ideas, compaxing and 
contrasting with Biblical and c lass ical  references, should be seen 
not as long windedness and prol ixi ty ,  but rather as h i s  conscientious 
attempt t o  examine each idea he introduces from Msious facets and 
re la t ing it t o  other writers and ideas. 

9udd was i n  no sense a populariser. H i s  works were fo r  the lea,-d 
Of 3urope. It was thzough enlightening the learned of Europe, and 
having them work together, t h a t  the P.osicrucians saw t h e i r  movement 
havirq an effect  on outer society. Vfrurt f i red the Fiosicrucian :.:eve- 
ment was the s p i r i t u a l  real isa t ion that  without a new s:mthssis and 
outer eqress ion  of esoteric philosophy, the Yystery wisdom of the 
Mest which had been slowly gained over the centuries, would be 
ent i re ly  l o s t  a s  an i m s e  i n  history. 

Those who have studied the history of Science and Ideas w i l l  recog- 
nise the opening decades of the 17th century as the time when a 
cer ta in  philosophical step was taken, which transformed mn's picture 
of the re la t ion of h i s  being t o  the cosmos. Part of t h i s  philosophic- 
al s t ep  was the e s t a b l i s h ~ ~ n t  of the a t t i tude of Fan a s  the Observer, 
standing outside of the processes i n  nature and the Cosmos, and it 
was upon t h i s  inner a t t i tude,  t h i s  s tep of s e w t i n g  oneself off 
from the l iv ing in te r re la t ionsh ip  of s?i,-itual forces i n  the CosmoS, 
t h a t  was the foundation for  the whole edifice o l  r a t e r i a l i s t i c  
science. Thus a t  t h i s  time the Copernican picture of the Cosmos 
became accepted through the work of Kepler, which proioundly affect-  
ed Pian's sense of h i s  ?lace i n  the scheo.e of things. Galileo ?ointed 
h i s  telescope a t  the stars and saw only the physical body of the 
Cosnos, stripping it of its sp i r i tua l  forcss and beings. Gescartes 
philosophically isolated man i n  h i s  thinking from the Cosuic In te l l -  
igence. 

30bed fluid was ~rofounttly anare of these forces tha t  were working 
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behind the outer r e a l i t i e s  of h i s  day, preparing t o  cut  inan of f  from 
an awareness of the metaphysical. Thus he s p i r i t u a l l y  a l l i ed  himself 
with +*he ilosicrucians and began t o  publish h i s  vast tomes. H i s  most 
impostant work was the History of Both Worlds - Of the  Facrocosm and 
the Ricrocosn. Here he revealed i n  great  d e t a i l  the foundations of a 
s p i r i t u a l  science. Fluld t r i e d  t o  grasp i n  thought, ideas tha t  could 
enable people t o  encounter the sp i r i t ua l .  He showed t h a t  i n  the idea 
of the Celes t ia l  Harmony, the Harnony of the Spheres, the inner 
s t ruc ture  of the Cosmos revealed the working of s p i r i t u a l  forces and 
beings, and i f  Man worked i n  h i s  own realm t o  es tabl i sh  the forms of 
t h i s  Archetyp, then he stood within h i s  s p i r i t u a l  task ,  and h i s  l i f e  
and outer circumstances would take on t h i s  harmonious and creative 
s p i r i t .  

The world fa i led  t o  respond t o  t h i s  s p i r i t u a l  impulse and Purope was 
plunged in to  the Thirty Years Y a r .  I n  Br i ta in ,  m i t a n i s m  cas t  a 
shadow over the freedom of thought and expression t h a t  had so char- 
ac ter i sed  the ear ly  decades of the seventeenth century. However, 
i losic-~cianisn was not dead, but ra ther  found new ways of working i n  
the world, and i n  the works of aobert Rudd we have the encapsulation 
of a profound philosophy that still has its part  t o  play in  the evol- 
ut ion of the human soul. Rosicrucianism still exer ts  its influence 
today, and irdeed has a specia l  relevance t o  our present age, i n  t h a t  
the inyi l se  Lhat gave r i s e  t o  3osicrucianism, and the forces t h a t  
lead t o  the foundation of mater ia l i s t ic  Science, both had t h e i r  roots  
i n  the spirit& struggle t h a t  was worked out i n  the ea r ly  seventeen- 
t h  century. 

This a r t i c l e  was extracted from the Introduction by Adam McLean t o  the 
recently issued Mosaical Philosophy - Cabala by kobert Fludd, 
(~agnum Opus, Edinburgh 1 9 9 )  

Reviews 
W I N ' S  CABALISTIC ENCYCLOPDIA by David Godwin 
Llewellyn Publications USA 1 9 9  353pp + lOlpp HB $14.95 

David Godwin's Cabalist ic  Encyclopedia is an exhaustive dict ionary of 
Cabalist ic  terms explored and categorised from the viewpoint of n m r -  
ology. Kost students of the Cabala wil1,at  one time o r  other, have 
s tar ted  such a project  of classifying the  Hebreu expressions found i n  
the  Cabalist ic  h d i t i o n ,  according t o  the number of the word, but. 
David Godwin has been more thorough than most and carr ied  this project  
through t o  publication. So we have here a compilation of the words f o r  
the various S ~ i r i t u a l  Beings, regions of t he  s p i r i t u a l  world, planetary, 
zodiacal, elemental, sephi ro t ic  archetypes and associat ions,  l i s t e d  
alphabetically i n  t r ans l i t e r a t ed  Hebrew, English, and Hebrew, as well as 
i n  terms of t h e i r  number. An appendix includes notes on the Tarot, 
Biblical  symbolism, pronounciation, a bibiography, plus a r ep r in t  of 
Cro-uley's S e a e r  Sephiroth. This Cabalist ic  Encyclopadia is an invaluable 
reference work t o  the  Golden Dawn System, upon which it is almost 
en t i r e ly  based. 



THE ZOHAR Translated by Nurho de Manhar 
W i & s  Bookshelf, Box 6600, San Diego, CA 92106, USA 
425 pp ~ y n y  I l lus t ra t ions  fi7.50 HB 

It w a s  w i t h  the greatest  of pleasures that I received t h i s  book fo r  
review. I have knm,studied and respected the Nurho de Imhax trans- 
la t ion of the Z o h a r  for some years, and indeed was considering the 
possibil i ty of reprinting the work under the MagaW Opus entitlemenz. 
Hawever, now W i l a r d s  Bookshelf have produced a beautiful edition at a 
very f a i r  price. The Nurho de M a w  translation was originally issued 
in s e r i a l  form i n  the Theosophically oriented periodical THE WORD, 
published i n  New York during the period 1900-1914. It is my opinion 
+*hat de Manhar's translation is f a r  superior t o  the Simon and Sperling - 
Socino Press translation, which was rather pedantic and dreary, and 
showed the lack of empathy of these two w i t h  the esoteric content of 
the Zohar. De Manhar,on the other hand, was a committed esoter ic is t  and 
his love and joy i n  the ideas presented i n  the Zohar t ex t ,  shine through 
his translation. The work therefore is made very approachable and read- 
able. 
The compiler of the present edit ion, John Drais, has chosen t o  repr int  
the t ex t  d i rect ly  from The k'ord, but has incllded numerous extra foot- 
notes and extracts  from the great Kabbalist and Occultist Madame Bkv-  
atsky's Isis Unveiled, and The Secret Doctrine. As Nurho de Manhar works 
within the Theosophical t radi t ion these additional notes harmonise and 
develop some aspects of his translation, perhaps amplifying upon the 
further meanings of a certain word or technical t e rn  he employs. The 
text  is M e r  embellished with a number of i l lus t ra t ions  from Kabbal- 
i s t i c  sources. 
Nurho de Manhar w a s  only able t o  translate the Section of the Zohax on 
Genesis, but this is the most vital part of the Z o k .  Of particular 
in teres t ,  however, is a section incluied between pages 174-198 which 
is a previously untranslated part  of the Zohar (not included i n  the 
Socino Press edit ion) on the Hekaloth or Heavenly Palaces - a most 
valuable text. 
I can unhesitatingly, and without reservation, recommend this work t o  
a l l  studenbof the Kabbalah and the western occult tradition. Hopefully, 
now tha t  t h i s  translation of the Zohar is freely available, we shall i n  
time see a new picture of the ~ a b b a l i s t i c  tradit ion emerge i n  present 
day writings, other than that which is ent i re ly  derived from the Sepher 
Yetzirah source. 

THE OCCULT PHILOSOPHY I N  THE ELIZABETHAN ACE by FYances Yates 
217 pp HB Routledge and Kegan Paul, London 1979 £7.75 

Frances Yates9 l a t e s t  book pursues i n  depth the subject,that underlies 
nearly all of the seven or  so  major books she has written i n  the l a s t  
two decades, the influence of the Occult Philosophy on the cultural  
tradit ions and history of the Elizabethan Age. 
The Firat Part  of t h i s  work is an introduction t o  the occult philosophy 
of the Renaissance, providing the background upon which the thesis  of 
t h i s  book can be established. Thus she provides a ser ies  of short essays 
on the major figures and influences upon the occult philosophy of the 
early 16th century - the Art of Ramon L u l l ,  Pico del la  Mirandola, a 
most welcome piece on the much neglected Cabalist Johannes Reuchlin, a 
fine introductory essay on Francesco Ciorgi and h i s  Harmony of the 



World, Cornelius Agrippa and his influence upon Durer, par t icular ly  
seen in h i s  Melancholia engraving. F'rances Yates emphasises the import- 
ance of the b i r th  of "Christian Cabala" during this period. 
The cent ra l  Part of this book, deals with the C h r i s t i a n  Cabala focussed 
around John Dee, and its influence upon the  outer  culture of the Eliz- 
abethan period. The author shows how the  strand of this occult philos- 
ophy, ms through the major l i t e r a r y  works of the  period - Spencer's 
Faerie Queene, Marlowe's Faust, George Chapman's Shadar of Night, and 
many of the plays of Shakespeare. She suggests that John Dee may have 
been the model fo r  the Faust f igure,  i n  the  fanat ica l ly  anti-occult 
play of Marlowe, and the  positive white M c i a n  Prospero i n  Shakes- 
peare's Tempest. 
The la.& Par t  of this book l inks  up the  indications given on the major 
cu l tu ra l  inx3uence.on the  Elizabethan period, of the Christ ian Cabala 
synthesis acheived i n  the early 16th century, with the r i s e  of Rosicr- 
ucianism. Here she suggesbthat  the Rosicrucian symbol may have had 
its origin i n  the  Elizabethan period, and she indicates t h a t  Spencer's 
Faerie Queene, with its cent ra l  f igure of the  Red Cross Knight, should 
be seen as a "Rosicrucian" poem. John Dee is the figure t h a t  provides 
the l i n k  between the 16th century Christ ian Cabala, of say Francesco 
Giorgi , and the Rosicrucian Movement of the  ea r ly  17th century. 
This is an important h i s to r i ca l  work on the occult  t radi t ions ,  full of 
references and notes, and l i ke  Frances Yates other valuable books, The 
Rosicrucian Pnlightenment 1972, Giordano Bruno and the Hermetic Trad- 
i t i o n  l9&, Theatre of the  World 1969, etc. ,  w i l l  repay close study 
--reading. 

I CHINC NUPESOLOGY by Da Liu 145 pp PB E2.95 
Routledge and Kegan Paul, London 1979 

1 have often wondered a t  the meaning of the  Early and Later Heaven 
Formulas found i n  the I Ching t r ad i t i on ,  and t h i s  book provides an 
answer t o  t h i s  question, a t  l e a s t  i n  regard t o  t h e i r  use i n  divination. 
This book is based on the  work and w r i t i n g s  of the  11th century Chinese 
sage Shao Yung, and introduces us t o  an a l te rnat ive  way of generating 
f o r  divination the l i n e s  of an I Ching Hexagram, from the  s i t ua t ion  the 
enquirer f inds  himself i n ,  ra ther  than by throwing coins. Various 
methods are sham fcn: establishing a p a i r  of numbers from the  s i tua t ion  
and time, one finds oneself i n  a t  the  point of enquiry. These numbers 
are converted in to  a pa i r  of trigrams using the Early or Late Heaven 
Formulas, which then generate the needed Hexagram. 
This book w i l l  therefore be of i n t e r e s t  and value t o  those who use the 
I Ching, and although it is basically a p rac t i ca l  book f o r  use i n  
divination,  ra ther  than a philosophical t r e a t i s e ,  Da Liu does t r ~ !  t o  
es tabl i sh  something of the  philosophical and occult foundations of the  
I Ching, for  e m p l e  i n  the h i g a m s  and t h e i r  Elemental, Colour, Hour 
of Day,b!onth, Directional ,  e tc . ,  correspondences, and the Action Patterns 
of the  Five Elements. This book does introduce a new psrspective on the 
I Ching and is valuable when seen i n  t h a t  l i gh t .  
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