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i s  en enthusiast  f o r  the  r e b i r t h  of  
tho hermetic t r a d i t i o n ,  I f e e l  I 
mst speak out against t h e  current  
"Necronomicon Phenomenon". 

I n  t h e  l a s t  year o r  so a number of 
wri tere  and publishers have in t r igued  
t o  fabr ica te  versions of  a suppoeed 
occul t  manuscript, an ancient  g r ip  
o i r e  ca l led  t h e  Necronomiwn. These 
rec rea t ians  of  a supposed l h g i c a l  
t e s t  a r e  n o t  a r r ived  a t  by m e d i m  
ship, automatic writing, o r  some 
kind of  'received coenunicationl,  
which might make them worthy of some 
a t ten t ion ,  but a r i s e  purely out of  
conscious contrivance. 

The source of t h e  name Necronomiwn, 
is t h e  wr i te r  H.P. Lovecraft, who 
seems t o  have been a soul  oyen t o  
obsessive encounters with t h e  dark 
unconscious facc t  of  t h e  lower 
a s t r a l  world, r a t h e r  than a balanced 
occultism. Lovecraft oan only p e r  
petuate  t h e  image o f  t h e  f r igh ten ing  
nature o f  t h e  meeting with t h e  
occul t  a ide of  l i f e ,  r a t h e r  than t h e  
pos i t ive  insp i ra t iona l  espeot which 
I t r u s t  a l l  t h e  readers  of  t h i s  
magazine f i n d  i n  t h e  esoteric. 



Lovecraft's imaginary 'Book of Dead 
iJanes1, the  Iiecronomican, is  one of 
h i s  constant obsessions and a;Jpears 
i n  many of h i s  stories.  That f i v e  
separate versions of t h i s  supposed 
l?ecrono.nicoz have recent ly  been 
published, ezch ?urporting to be 
the  oripLna1, i s  only an indication 
of how large the  narket i s  f o r  t h i s  
negative side of occultism. 

It makes me sai t o  think of the  
masses of r e a l  inspira t ional  occult  
na te r ia l ,  i n  manuscript o r  pr inted 
book, ly ing bound up i n  Libraries 
and snecial  collections - material 
t h a t  needs t o  be published. But 
here Ire have publishers and wri ters  
investing t h e i r  time, energy, and 
money in:o perpetuating drems. 
:mile contrived nonsense manifests 
i t s e l f  a s  t rue  occultism, the  works 
of Trithernius, Robert Fludd, Hicqael 
Naier, lTjlius, etc., remain untrans- 
l a ted  and locked in National L i b r z r  
ies. 

It seems t o  me tha t  behind this 
"Becrononicon Phenomenonn l i e s  a 
concerted a t t e w t  t o  disoredi t  
t r u e  occultism. I n  the  world of 
occult l i t e r a t u r e  it mimics what 
has been done i n  other media t o  
d i s t o r t  occultism, a s  i n  fi lms l i k e  
"Rosemery's Bzbg", "The Omen", 
.The DerilsLa, o r  the  nonsense 
f i c t i o n  of Denis iiheatley, and h i s  
kind, who hzve done enormous damage 
t o  the  reputation of the  occult. 

This kind of insidi-ms entertain- 
ment, moulds people's preconceptions 
and supers t i t ious  prejudices con- 
cerning the  occult, and creates  m 
atmosphere i z  which it becomes 
inoreasingly a i f f i c u l t  t o  incarnate 
t h e  posi t ive  healing aspect of t h e  
esoteric.  

;ihat saddens and ennoys me i s  tha t  
this d i s to r t ion  has now sprear? i n t o  
the  sphere of serious occult 
research. One can only hope t h a t  
t h i s  i s  not the  Segbnins  of a new 
class  of l i t e ra tu re .  

It nay be an amusing and interes t -  
i n g  exercise t o  create  a _aseudo- 
magical system, but t o  pretend it 
t o  be or iginal ,  t o  be par t  of the  
t rad i t ion ,  t o  l i e  in this way i s  
inexcusable. It takes a great deal 
of eso te r ic  msturity t o  penetrnte 
t h e  l i e  of these books (indeed I 
vould not worry much over the  con- 
sequences of t h i s  l i t e r z t u r e ,  
except t h z t  it has been so e lcel l -  
ent ly  and convincin-;ly produced). 

OccultLsts whose t ask  it i s  t o  work 
i n  t h e  public sphere, of course 
expect occasionally t o  be encount- 
ered ~ r i t h  t h e  "Denis :Iheatley" type 
d i s to r t ions ,  and it  i s  d i f f i c u l t  
enough t o  handle questions on t h a t  
level. But we have i n  the  Necro- 
nomicon t h e  incarnation of son:- 
th ing  much more insidious,  much 
more d i f f i c u l t  t o  counter. 

One can only t r u s t  t h a t  t h i s  creat- 
ion of a 'fake t rad i t ion1  w i l l  run 
i ts  course quickly and d ie  th rowh 
lack of inner strength. 

Please l e t  us work with rea l i ty ,  not 
the  dreams of the  IJecrononiCON. 
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News & Inf or mat ion 
XZPORT 017 THZ AQUARIiiII FZZTIVAL III I T A C H  from a London Correspondent. 
The f e s t i v a l  season s ta r ted  ire11 t h i s  ye- e t  Lambeth Toia Hall, where 
e n t e v r i s i n g  orgcniser Joan dndrews gathered together a wide spectrum 
of d i f fe r ing  groups offer ing support and encouragement f o r  mind, body, 
and soul as  they joint ly  enter in to  the  new Bquarian Age. 
It was opened by Colin :?ilson, the  well 'kno%m author, -.rho from his 
ear ly  success in '#The Outsider", through his in te res t  i n  the  Occult, 
has always been i n  the  forefront of the  newest ideas. His l ec tu re  l a t e r  
vras f i l l e d  t o  capacity and he had a fascinating thes i s  t o  unfold. It 
secns that recent s c i e n t i f i c  work on the  areas of the brain have detect- 
ed t h a t  one side hzrclly ever knows and sometimes is  con?letely i p o r z n t  
of,  what the  other side i s  registering. In  extreme cases this accounts 
fo r  dual personality, i n  more ordinary s i tuat ions  it means t h a t  a 
person may have periods of heichtened psychic perception, rrhen one s ide 
of the  brain  is  fun t ioning more posi t ively  than the other, but not 
en t i re ly  excluding it. The ideal,  presumably, is  t o  be zble t o  use both 
s ides  hz-moniously, the  soul being i n  chcrge of the  two opposite aspects 
of t h e  brain. This :rould l i n k  i n  with the  Alchemical idea of the  herm- 
aphrodite being, i n  which both male and female, sun a d  moon is  combined. 
There were a t  the  Fest ival  about 60 different  sturds, so it seems 
invidious t o  pick out one more than another, but since t h i s  i s  wri t ten 
f o r  a journal which orres i ts  existence t o  the  dedication of i t s  edi tor ,  
i t  i s  of i n t e r e s t  t o  mention s imilar  enterprises. The I n s t i t u t e  of 
Geomzntic Resezrch (I.G.R. of cambridge) was there  i n  force with Xigel 
Pennick. Their aim is  t o  bring the  science/art of geonancy i n t o  the  
21st century. Geommcy is  defined as  modifying the  landscape i n  order 
t o  express the  forces inherent within it. 
Then there  were the  Atlanteans of Cheltenhan. The search fo r  the  o r i g  
i n a l  At lant is  seems t o  be going through a temporary l u l l o n  a l l  f ron t s  
just now, but they continue t o  keep the image alive. Also from the  !Jest 
Country vras the  journal "Picrrinnardl' with i t s  aim of making the folk  of 
!lessex more conscious of t h e i r  in te res t ing  origins. And since :re a re  
looking westward, Colin ?.Iurray and his  Gold.:n Section Order must be 
mentioned. His society is  f o r  the  preservation of Cel t ic  cul ture  2nd 
fes t iva l s ,  a s  leader he i s  frequently dressed i n  druid robes t o  prove 
the point. But the  prize f o r  one-man-upmanship must have gone t o  Stead 
34, where Ik Iiooper of Shropshire claimed t o  be the  867th Chief of the  
Cel t ic  C l u l s .  He is  hoping t o  launch an appeal fo r  recognition. 
Glastonbury with i ts  legends and mysteries was well represented by I!ary 
Czrine and .Anthony and Jan Roberts. Anthony, a staunch s u p ~ o r t e r  of the  
vrisdon of ancient Britain,  has a new book out en t i t l ed  "Sowers of' 
Thunder : Giants i n  13 th  and Historyn, ( ~ i d e r  tl Co). In  some trays 
author and t i t l e  seem t o  make a matching pair! 
It i s  becoming more and nore evident tha t  i n  the  dis tant  past power 
centres were the  order of the  day and Glastonbury seems t o  have been 
one of t h e  most potent i n  southern England. No doubt equally val id  
clzims can be made for Scotland. In  a lecture  ILary Caine explained 
how the ,peat c i r c l e  of ear th  e f f i g i e s  contoured by Avalonls h i l l s  and 
outlined by i t s  roads and r ivers ,  known as  the  Glastonbury Zodiac, 



rras rediscovered by Katherine tlalttrood in t h e  1920's. Xhen a map of 
the  zodiacel s t a r s  i s  placed over a map of t h i s  area, the  ear thly  
e f f i g i e s  w i l l  be seen t o  coincide with the  s t a r s ,  not only visual ly  
but a l so  i n  many cases by nane and with associated legend. There a lso 
secms t o  be evidence t h a t  this was the  or iginal  Round Table and the  
source of Ar*.hurian and Grail  legends. 
Altogether the  Festival was a great occasion f o r  people rrith a f z i t h  
i n  the  progressive zad humanitarian s p i r i t  of these  is lands t o  be 
proud of. How tha t  we have accepted so meny newcomers i n t o  our midst, 
Ire pa r t i cu lz r ly  need f e s t i v a l s  such a s  these  t o  demonstrate tha t  
humankind i n  a l l  i t s  va r ie ty  has a united, peaceful m.d yet stimul- 
a t ing  purpose. 

I.lith t h i s  four th  Issue the  Hermetic Journal is  one year old from the  
date of i ts  inception. Its future is  now qu i te  assured with a small 
thouzh h e a l t w  subscrintion list providing a foundation on trhich it 
czn stand financially.  By t h i s  four th  i s sue  readers should be able t o  
see c lez r ly  the  s ty le ,  format and direct ion of the  magazine. The 
X e n e t i c  Journal i s  a vehicle f o r  encowhqin," t h e  development of a 
l iv ing  hermetic t rad i t ion ,  and concentrates on new and or ig ina l  
research, ra ther  than repeating the same s t a l e  old  well worn material. 
The substance o i t h e  journel i s  d i f f i c u l t ,  it can never be a popular 
magazine even i n  terms of occult  publications,  and although the  stand- 
zrds s e t  f o r  contibutors a r e  high, I have been most g r a t i f i e d  t o  have 
received many in te res t ing  and valuable a r t i c les .  Thus I hope the  
Hermetic Journal's e ~ i s t e n c e  w i l l  i nsp i re  and encourage people t o  tmite  
aovm t h ~  f r u i t s  of tfieir research and share it rrith others  through t h i s  
f onun. 

A s  an enthusiast  f o r  the  hermetic t rad i t ion ,  I have embarked upon a 
long term project,  IiAGIRJlI OPUS EEGZ3PIC SOWCP:IORKS, t o  repr in t  i n  
t rans la t ion  a nuqber of inportant alchemical works. This has ar isen out 
of the  establisli ing of the  Hermetic Journal, and the  rea l i sa t ion  t h a t  
there  were enough in te res ted  subscribers t o  make such a project viable. 
The plen is  t o  ro-print longer items :.rhich could not conceivably be 
se r ia l i sed  i n  the  journal, without monopolising i t s  tees f o r  many 
issues (one questions anyway whether s e r i a l s  e r e  the  best  form for  
comnunication). M a g n u m  Opus t r i l l  publish over t h e  next few years - 
the  Rosarium Philoaophorum i n  English, a piece by Robert Fludd, t h e  
S t  egano,~zphia of Trithemius , znd other important works. Cditions w i l l  
be smzll, 50 or 100 copies only t r i l l  be printed, and every attempt 
w i l l  be made t o  keep the  pr ices  reasonable and not too exclusive. It s 
hoped tha t  there  t r i l l  be a good response t o  t h i s  project ,  i n  trhich case 
it czn be extended, and t h a t  t h i s  f i r s t  chi ld  of the  Hermetic Journal 
can goxi and develop. 



THE ZODIAC 

AND THE FLASHING COLOURS 
lthell Colquhoun @ 

Basio t o  much tha t  was taught i n  the  Order of the  Golden Dnnn i s  
t h e  doctrine tha t  colour applied t o  cer ta in  objects and a l l i e d  with 
ce r ta in  mental praxes nay be the  instrument of a chznge i n  conscious- 
ness. Though nowhere def in i t e ly  s ta ted  i n  i ts  inst ruct ion papers, 
t h i s  teaching is  nevertheless implic i t  in t h e i r  contents. According 
t o  it, colour provides an avenue in to  'rrorlds' o r  spheres-of-bzing 
other than tha t  recognised by everyday perception. 

The Golden Dawn (or ra ther ,  i ts  unknown superiors evolved from 
the  spectrum an elaborate colour scale, of which a design, the  Rose of 
Twenty-Tvro Petals,  manifests the  completed symbol. The following list 
of zodiacal a t t r ibu t ions  is  drawn from t h i s  design : 

1 Red Aries 
2 Red-Orange Taurus 
3 Orange Gemini 
4 Amber Cancer 
5 Lemon Yellow Leo 
6 Apple Green Virgo 
7 Eherald Green Libra 
8 Peacod: Blue Scorpio 
9 Blue Sagi t tar ius  
10 Indigo Capricorn 
11 Violet Aquarius 
12 bIqenta Pisces 

For the  l a s t ,  the  Order's decree wzs Crimson, but Allen Bennett, one of 
i t s  more advanced members, i n  a note en t i t l ed  Of Flashing Sounds 
(The 1-Ionolith, Vol I, No 2) replaced t h i s  with the  more apposite 
Isieenta. I adopt t h i s ,  and the terms Lemon Yellow instead of Greenish 
Yellow, Apple Green f o r  Yellowish Green, Peacock Blue fo r  Green-Blue, 
a s  being more vivid. 

The s i g i l s  of the  zodiacal signs should be painted each i n  i ts  
appropriate colour upon a background of i ts  spectral  opposite. Thus 



Aries i s  bright red on a ground of emerzld. The pi,ments must be lumin- 
ous but not transparent and must be evenly applied. The exact shade of 
each must be found so a s  t o  make a complete contras t  with i ts  opposite. 
Order papers suggest t h a t  enzmel paints  be used o r  coloured paper t o  
give the  required tone-intensity and evenness of surface. So it came 
about thz t  a magical Order was advocating t h e  methods of collage and 
Op-art more thzn f i f t y  years before such procedures f i l t e r e d  through 
t o  the  ar t -c i rc les  of M o p e  

Having made a s i @ l  according t o  these  ins t ruct ions ,  look f ixedly 
a t  it f o r  a few moments and its two colours w i l l  seem t o  ' f lash1 one 
against the  other a s  i f  with a l i f e  of t h e i r  own. I n  fac+ it constit- 
Utes what the  Order cal led a ' f lashing tablet1 ,  sending a s i ~ a l  from 
the  materizl tmrld t o  the  tmrld o f  form3tion. That t h e  pract ice  of 
gazing a t  such a t a b l e t  would today be des iwated  a mild form of sel f -  
hypnosis is  not s ign i f i can t  : i f  pursued, it may involve the  inquirer  
i n  unanstierable w e s t i o n s  about t h e  v a l i d i t y  of subjective impressions. 
'What i s  i m p o r t a t  is  tha t  the  process may i n i t i a t e  a change i n  con- 
sciousness. 

A s e t  of zodiacal Signs thus represented forms a helpful item of 
equipment i n  a personal temple o r  sanctum. l leditation on each Sign i n  
tu rn  can prove a f r u i t f u l  source of knowledge, and t d l l  a t  l e a s t  
st imulate speculation. Meantime, even a cursory glance a t  the  completed 
s e t  demonstrates some suggestive p a r a l l e l s  i n  symbolism. 

It i s  a t  once obvious t h a t  the  s e r i e s  divides na tura l ly  i n t o  two 
halves a t  Librz which, being represented by an emerald s i @ l  on a red 
ground, inver ts  the  ' f lashing colours' of i ts  zodiacal opposite, .Aries. 
Similarlyi Scorpio inver t s  those of Taurus, and so on. I n  t h i s  way a re  
opposite S i m s  both l inked and distinguished. 

The colours of t h e  S i a l s  move from Aries t o  Pisces  through spec- 
t r a l  gradations : from bright  red t o  magenta ; t h e  same colours i n  
t h e i r  pounds from Libra t o  Virgo. 

Arranged as  a clock-face, the  Zodiac forms an elegant diagrvn t h a t  
s t resses  the  inherent po la r i ty  of i ts  constituents. Aries i s  placed ct 
t h e  zenith,  and twelve osclo&, Libra a t  the  nadir  and s ix ,  Cancer a t  
three  and Ca?ricorn a t  nine. Taurus a t  one olclock faces Scorpio a t  
seven, Gemini (appropriately I )  a t  two faces Sag i t t a r ius  a t  eight, ? n t h  
Leo a t  four and Aquarius a t  ten, Virgo a t  f i v e  and Pisces a t  eleven. 

The colours of the  Fo,ur Elements being red  ire), yellow ( ~ i r ) ,  
blue (!iater), a d  indigo ( ~ a r t h )  - with t h e i r  f l a sh ing  opposites of 
green, v io le t ,  orange and amber - it would seem by the  colours 
a t t r ibu ted  t o  them t h a t  Aries and Libra, r espec t ive ly  Cwdinal F i r e  and 
Ccrdinal A i r ,  have a special  overal l  a f f i n i t y  with elemental Fire. 
Leo and Aquarius, respect ively again Kerubic F i r e  and Kerubic Sir, have 
a corresponding a f f i n i t y  with elemental Air ; a s  cio Sag i t t a r ius  and 
Gemini, Kutable Fire  and ih tab le  A i r ,  with t h e  element of :later. 
Again, Capricorn (cardinal ~ 3 r t . h )  and Cancer (cardinal ~ a t e r )  corresp- 
ond with elemental Earth. 

111 these l inks  c re  s t ressed by the  colour and ground-colour of 
each sigil but it nust be noted thz t  according t o  the  Ilose, the  colours 
assigned t o  the 3lenents a re  not iden t ica l  with those of m y  sign i n  
the  Zodiac. A i r  is  described as  'bright pele  yellow', dater not sa the  
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blue of S q i t t a r i u s  but as 'deep blue', Fi-e as  'glo~ring orange-scarlet1 
2nd 3ar th  a s  a 3group of four colours d i f f i c u l t  t o  represent diagramat- 
ically.  Hov~ever, a s  a near approxinstion, the  reds may be aligned with 
Fire,  the yellows x i t h  A i r  and the blues with Water. i s  f o r  the  a t t r ib-  
ut ion of indigo t o  Zwth, it is  the  colour ascribed t o  the  32nd Path of 
I e t z i r a h  and Earth is a l so  a t t r ibu ted  t o  this same Path. 

To the Signs of the  f i e r y  t r i p l i c i t y  belong the primary colours - 
re&, yellow and blue ; t o  those of the  a i r y  t r i p l i c i t y  the  secondaries, 
orange, green and violet .  But the  t r i p l i c i t y  of 3&h seems t o  f a l l  
outside t h i s  sequence with red-orange, apale p e e n  and indigo instead 
of t h e  t e r t i a r i e s  - russet ,  c i t r i n e  a d  olive,  which would r e s u l t  from 
a simple nixing of two each of the  secon&aries. No more can t h e  watery 
t r i p l i c i t y ,  >nth amber, peacock blue and magenta, take i ts  place i n  
this class i f iczt ion.  

The Planets may be paired i n  the  sane ~ ~ a y  as  the  Signs, by refer- 
ence t o  t h e i r  f lashing colours : 

Bed 8 Emerald Green 

Red-Orange k Peacock Blue ( ?  

Orange Blue 

Amber Indigo 

Yellow Violet 4 
Apple Green ( h i s  ? ) 1,iagenta * 

The Golden Dam colour scales  included the  f ive  t rad i t iona l  plznets  
with t h e  Sun and Ibon, but now the  nore recent ly  studied Uranus,iIeptune 
and Pluto mey be added. The l a t e  Dr. ;J.S. Crow swgested tacmey (which 
approeches amber) f o r  Uranus and magenta, already a t t r ibu ted  t o  Pisces,  
f o r  Beptune. Bed-orange seems su i tab le  f o r  Pluto, but a s  the  trane- 
Plutonian planet Isis i s  st i l l  astronomically half-discovered, the  
ascr ipt ion t o  it of apple green i s  guess-work. However i f  Iiadame Blavat- 
sky was r igh t  t o  claim i n  The Secret Doctrine tha t  o w  so la r  system 
contains t e n  planets besides t h e  Sun and Idoon, there  i s  s t i l l  another 
t o  be revealed m d  may prove t o  be sui ted t o  the  remaining pezcook-blue. 

Slhile the  foregoing considerations should be given due weigh* 
when judging a na ta l  map, the  best use f o r  a zodizcal o r  plvle tary 
l f lashing t a b l e t '  t r i l l  altraysbe as  a meditation glyph. ' 



COLOUR AND THE TWO SlGlLS 

lthell Colquhoun 0 

It is  impor ta t  t h a t  The 3;.?orn Boo!c of Ronourius gives direct ions  
f o r  colowing i t s  most inportant s i g i l ,  on v~hich Dr. Dee's fm.ous 
Si,.;illun Dei keneth i s  based. I f  these  direct ions  are  followed 2nd 
both ciizgrans are  coloured accordingly, t h e  r e s u l t  1nll be a revel- 
a t ion of force and 3eauty. It i s  noticeable t h e t  t h e  Honourius Seal is 
visual ly  the  more striking. 

This one appears primarily as  a su?-wheel, the  outer c i r c l e s  
being yellovr or gold, and on t h i s  a green c i r c l e  i s  superimposed. I n  
f a c t  green prgdominates i n  the  design, trhich i s  appropriate since this 
colour,like the number 7, represents the  influence of Venus. The outer 
heptagon or  f i r s t  l i n e  of defense i s  ascribed t o  bIercur;r (?urple) and 
%e heptagram, indicat ing the operzzion of the  magician, t o  Sol (yellovr). 
The inner heptzgonzl protect ion is  zzure o r  Jupi ter ,  t h e  other benefic 
plznet with Vsllus. The red pentagram i n  the  centre s t a d s  f o r  the  
i.!atizn e n e r g  of t h e  magicim himself ; h i s  centre being sun-coloured 
shovrs the  l ink  between macrocosm and microcosm. 

?he s i g i l  therefore m u l 3  seen t o  symbolise a Venusian operation 
rsithin the  regency of Sol, making use of the  protect ive powers of 
1:ercu.r~ a c i  Ju?it er  and the  a c t i v i t y  of ilars. 

TO grasp the meaning of these  t inc tu res  i s  the  f i r s t  s tep towards 
understznding the tiio siS;ils. To me, a s i g i l  Coes not begin to l i v e  
u n t i l  it i s  represented i n  colour. A s  1.iacCregor Ilzthers notes i n  the  
prefzce t o  his edi t ion of the  I:eg of Solomon, some of the  1:SS he 
consulted i n  the 3 r i t i s h  L i k r z ~ j  a re  i l l a s t r a t e d  with coloured diagruns 
an6 i n  some of these, gold and s i l v e r  are  a lso employed. I believe the  
use of colour mast o r ig ina l ly  have been universal i n  such d e s i p s .  
Oriental equivzlents a re  always coloured. I would go fur ther  and add 
tha t  e-per t  craftsmanship i s  concomitant with eso te r ic  knoirledge ; poor 
crzftsnznship i s  an indication of d i s to r t ion  o r  deficiency i n  such 
knovrleclge. It is  possible t h z t  i n  the  klest t h e  use of t inc tu res  nay 
have been kept secret  o r  heve lzpsed i n  course of time ; a s  f a r  as  I 
how, Dee &id not use c o 1 . o ~ .  His s e a l s  which are(or  rrere) on view 
i n  the  3 r i t i s h  Isluseum, irere i n  blacl: o r  sepia l i n e  on off-rrhite m. 
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The t t ~ o  s i g i l s  zre  ~ r i n t e d  on separate enclosed sheets of paper i n  
order t h a t  readers who wish t o  may colour them according t o  the  
indicnt ions. 

Transparent pigments a re  useful f o r  colouring l e t t e r e d  diagrzms 
2s they can be zpplied so as  not t o  obscure the  l e t t e r ing .  Acrylic 
pignents a re  more sui table  thzn water colours since, being quick 
drying, they can be put on th in ly  i n  successive layers,  and are  a lso 
more permanent. It i s  important t o  eim for  maximum contrast  i n  
zdjacent colour seas i n  order t o  obtain a ' f lashing* effect.  

Yellow : Lemon Yellow 
Green r Viridian 
A z u r e  : Cobalt Blue 
Red : Vermillion 
Purple : Crimson PIadder over Ultramarine 

(-la i s  seldom supplied i n  ordinary colour boxes a d  though red and 
blue m&e purple i n  the  spectrum, t o  mix them as  pigments usual ly  
r e s u l t s  i n  mud. The above method is a conpromise.) 

Readers a re  referred t o  Issue bJumber 2 of the Hermetic Journal, 
pages 28 and 29, where a description of these two s i g i l s  i e  given. 

I t h e l l  Cola_uhoun is  a well knor.m a r t i s t ,  poet, and wri ter  on occultism. 
An extended review of her book The Swrd  of iiisdom is given elsewhere 
i n  t h i s  issue. 

The Sworn Book Of Ronourius i s  zvailable from t h e  publishers, 
Heptangle Books, Box 283, Berkeley Heights, N.J. 07922 U%, 
pr ice  $20.00 E13.00. 
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A ROSICRUCIAN/ALCHEMICAL 

MYSTERY CENTRE IN SCOTLAND 
Adam McLean 0 

In  the  North East of Scotland, i n  the County of An-g~s, there  i s  
a renarkable and unique piece of renaissance architecture,  the  full  
significznce of u~hich I believe has not been realised. The ~ r a l l e d  
garden a t  Bizel l  Castle, the  Garden of the  Planets,  although aparec- 
i e ted  by the  archi tectural  his tor ians  fo r  i ts  aesthet ic  merit, is  
dismissed a s a  'Pleasauncef, a seventeenth century *folly1. I n  regard 
t o  i ts  h i s to ry  and purpose, the  Edzell Garden of the  Planets,  renzins 
a mystery. I irould l i k e  to  suggest tfu.5 i n  t h i s  s t ructure  we have an 
open a i r  Rosicrucian-Alchexical w s t e r y  Temple o r  centre of eso5eric 
instruction. There are  trro l i n e  of enquiry tha t  lead us towards t h i s  
conclusion - the  form of the  s t ructure  - and h i s to r ica l  cssociations. 

F i r s t l y  i ts  form. The Garden of the Planets is  a walled rectzn-ylar 
enclosure attached t o  the  Cestle a t  Edzell, and some 172 f t  iJorth t o  
South, and 143 f t  3ast-ifest, the  sic11 being 12 f t  high. (see plan). 
The inner fece of the walls bear three s e t s  of seven czrved panels, 
representing the seven Plznets, the seven Liberzl Arts and t h e  seven 
Cardinal Virtues. There a re  also a complicated zrrmgemezt o f  bays with 
various niches a d  s l o t s  i n  the ~izll .  (see i l lus t ra t ion) .  Importznt 
elenents i n  t h i s  desi,m are  the  obvious sevenfoldness, also found as  
seven pointed s t a r s  carved i n  the  bays between the  images, and a thee- 
folchess, exemplified by the s e t s  of three stars,(upper niche - sculpted 
inege - lower niche) i n  the  bays rrith the  images, (upper niche - three  
seven pointed s t a r s  - lower zrrengement of 11 square se t t ings  i n . t h e  
wall, ia t , h r ~ e  TOWS) i n  the bzys without images. The niches do not now 
contain m y  images o r  sculptures, but it seems l i k e i y  t h a t  they did 
auring the period of use of t h i s  walled garden/~emple/place of I n i t i a t -  
ion. 

The whole s t ructure  reminds one of Sliphas Levips description, of 
the  ancient Tarot of the  Egyptians czrved in to  the  walls of t h e i r  
i n i t i a t i o n  t emples, t o  vrhich the candidzte was talcen t o  con* emplate 
the  sequence of the  symbols. (~ndeed  one of the  e a r l i e s t  of the  printer2 
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Tarot packs 4atea 1470, the  Tmocci o f  I,Izntegna, includes the Liberzl 
Arts, the  Carsnal  Virtues and the Seven Planets among its symbols). 

A t  +.knee points the regular arr-mgement of the inages u,d bays 
is  z l te red  sl ight17 . The bay containing the l a s t  of the P l a n e t a y  
images, Luna, incorporates a door leading into :rhat has been descri'nod 
2s the 'Sunner Honsel ( i n  keeping with the academio view of the structa-e 
as  a 'pleasauncel). In  the south wall, the bar which should contain the 
image of '6stronony1, has instead a :veil head. Adjacent t o  th i s ,  the bay 
of the Cardinal Tirtue, 'Caritas' ,  has been a l te red  t o  incorporate a 
doonmy lezding into another building labelled this time 'the 32th House*. 
Both these structures must have had decger esoter ic  significznce, and 
been used as  essential  elements i n  the operation of the Tecple. The 
water from the riel1 may have had certain powers, such as  tha t  found i n  
healing wells or sacred wells throwhout Britain. However no information 
has remained of the gossible method of ogerating t h i s  s i t e ,  a d  the  
interpretat ion of the significance of these buildings by the academic 
historians of crchitecture seens rather t r i v i a l .  

I have not had t i n e  t o  investigate the sacred geometry of the  
Gzrdcn of the Planots, but it seens from superf ic ia l  investigation, that  
various geometrical f igures cm be inscribed using key elements i n  the  
design as  s tar t ing  points for  the forms. h great  deal of work needs t o  
be Lone t o  unravel the full sacred geolnetrical significance of this 
structure,  znd I believe tha t  such research could lead to a renewed 
understanding of hoti t o  operate this bIstery Temple. 

;ill I have presented so f a r  is, of course, merely an in terpre ts t ion  
of a mysterious ctructure, the meaning and purpo.se of rahich hes not been 
preserved i n  m i t t e n  documents. Iiowever, I believe this in terpre ta t ion  
suddenly becones more .solid and tangible, when one r e j l i s e s  t ha t  the  
personali t ies concerned u i t h  the  construction of this :e l led  garden were 
Alchemists vrith d i s t inc t  connections with the Rosicrucians. 

The f i r s t  personality we mst consider is  S i r  David Lindsay of 
%deal1 (1551 - 1619?) of the  fanous Lindsay femily, rrhich d u r i n ~  the  
sixteenth c e n t m j  played such an active p a t  i n  establishing the 
Reformation i n  Scotland, andpursuingthe ideal  of the independence of 
thought. S i r  David Lindszy of Edzell was during his youth sent t o  the  
continent t o  pursue his education, and during t h i s  period he secns t o  
have established personal relat ionships with various people i n  Gernany, 
who he was l a t e r  t o  bring over t o  Scotland t o  rrorlt for  h i m .  Prominent 
among these was a neta l lurgis t ,  z Ws Ziegler of Nuremberg, ~ h o  S i r  
David of Edzell employed t o  seek metals on his estates. There are  some 
in teres t ing  l e t t e r s  preserved, between S i r  David and his brother Lord 
IJenmuir, discussing these zrrangements t o  search fo r  the p1aneta-y 
metals on the i r  land. Lord iIenmuir had a t e f i n i t e  connection a t  t h i s  
time with J o b  Uapier, possibly the nost important alchemist i n  
Scotland during this aeriod, a d  also vnth the Lord of Argyle, who had 
def in i te  alchemical i n t e re s t s  (see the iiermetic Journal 110 2). 

3ut it i s  S i r  David of Edzell's nephew, another S i r  David Lindsay 
(1585 - 1641) Earl of Balcarres, who provides us with the most inport- 
ant alchemical connection .in t h i s  matter. Ee was v e l l  knovm a s  p a  

alchemist and there are  contemporary writings describing h i m  a s  such. 

" He thcuznt E dey nispent on ~ h i c h  he :me$? not a new thing. 
1Taturzl Philoso?hj, part icularly chemistry, and the then 
faehionablequestof the e l i z i r  vi tae,  a d  the philosopher's 
stone, occu?ied much of his at tention ; but it bras the spiri-t 
of science philanthropy, not of lucre, t ha t  animated his 



rese:,rches .....Iv 

En account by S i r  Da-hdfs daughter in law, w o t e d  
i n  Lord LinBsayls-The Li fes  of t h e  Lindsays. 

I n  nddition he had connections with the  Rosicrucians 5 u i n g  t h e  
e a r l y  p a r t  of  t h e  seventeenth century, an5 the re  a r e  s t i l l  preserved 
mwuscript copies i n  his ovm hand of his alchemical notebooks, v:hich 
include a t r a n s l a t i o n  of t h e  Pama F r a t e r n i t a t i s ,  t h e  f i r s t  Xosicrucian 
Eanifesto. It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h z t  it has now been establ ished t h z t  t h e  
f i r s t  o r i n t e d  t r a n s l a t i o n  i n t o  a g l i s h  of t h e  Bma, i n  1652, although 
?.scribed t o  Thomas Vzughan, i s  zn ada?tztion of t h i s  e a r l i e r  ncr.uscri11t 
t rans lz t ion .  Vaughan nust have had access t o  S i r  3avibLindsay 's  I 8  
and Crew heavi ly  u?on it f o r  his translat ion.  Perhaps S i r  Ilavidls W 
tms c i rcu la ted  around t h e  zlchemiczil/~osi&ucian adepts Curing t h e  e a r l y  
deczdes of t h e  seventeenth century, o r  could it ra ther .be  t h a t  seople 
l i k e  Vzughan a c t u a l l y  v i s i t e d  3dze l l  d u r h  t h z t  time. (?or d e t a i l s  
of t h e  I.Li3 connection vrith Vaughan see Paul Allen, X C h r i s t i v l  Sosen- 
creutz  -hthology ?age 673, a d  3 a n c i s  Yates, t h e  Xosiczucian &light- 
ennent , i?p endi::. ) 

Also included among t h e  remaining manuscripts of S i r  David Lindsay, 
a r e  many t r a n s c i p t s  of Xlchemiczl vorks such a s  t h e  Hermetic krccnum, 
t h e  llew Chymical Light of Sendivogius (or  r a t h e r  Alexander Seton), a 
Dictionary of 'Pheo3hrastus Paracelsus, the  Speculum Sophicum 2hodo- 
stzuroticum an important ea r ly  3osicrucisn work, Charnock's Srev ia r ie ,  
J o h  3as t in ' s  Dream, and other  inportant  i l c h e m i c z l / ~ o s i c r u c i ~  pieces. 
One can only wonder a t  what waa contained i n  those volumes which have 
not survived t h e  centuries. &lost of t h e  volunes a r e  dated 1631 - 1633. 

These two S i r  Dzvid Lindsays, t h e  Lords of 2dzel1, comnissioned 
a d  had b u i l t  this remarkable Garden of  the  Planets ,  possibly drawing 
upon cont inental  craftsmen, most l i k e l y  f rom Germa,?;Y, t o  accomplish 
t h e i r  des im.  !ie can f ind  soinething woven i n t o  i t s  symbolic carvings, 
r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  atmosphere lihich permeates t h e  Rosicrucian document, 
'The Chymical XedLing of Chris t ian Rosencreutzl, an el legory of i n i t -  
i a t i o n ,  an important p a r t  of  which is  the  leaa ing  of  t h e  hero o r  
cadidate befoye various sculptures  2nd o ther  rituzl items which he has 
t o  c o n t e q l a t e  and zbsorb t h e i r  significanoe. The Garden may enshrine 
a l s o  scored geometry, o r  geonantic pat terns,  but there  a r e  no h i s t o r c  
i c a l  l eads  a s  t o  what was contained i n  t h e  cen t ra l  courtyard. A t  present  
this is  l a i d  out as a renaissance garden, designed f o r  t h e  present 
custodians,the Department of t h e  Fhvironment, who administer it a s  a 
National Idonument, and although t h i s  has been done very competently, 
t h e  design is r a t h e r  foursquare, 2ad does not incorporate o r  echo t h e  
dominant numbers of t h e  s t ruc ture ,  t h e  Three and t h e  Seven. 

So it i s  n~ t h e s i s  t h a t  t h e  Size11 Garden of  t h e  Plznets  should 50 
seen a s  an ear ly  seventeenth ccntury 1,'Jlsterg Temple connected with t h e  
h o r m t i c  revival .  A carved p l q u e  over the entrance bears  t h e  date  1604, 
(most l i k e l y  t h e  year of i ts foundation), and when one remembers t h a t  
James V I ,  who M a great  i n t e r e s t  i n  and was a patron of  aspecto o f .  
occultism, became King of t h e  United Kingdom of  Scotland and &gland i n  
1603, one r e a l i s e s  t h a t  t h e  building of  t h i s  t'gstery Temple. was not 
t ak ing  place i n  a vacuum,. but tran p a r t  of a general renaissance Of 
i n t e r e s t  i n  hermeticism i n  t h e  soc ie ty  of t h a t  period. Zdaell 1-3 

pas-ibly a p lace  of ins t ruc t ion  i n  hermetic and alchemical philosophy, 
an& mag have been a centre  of Rosicrucian ac t iv i ty .  L i t t l e  h i s t o r i c a l  
documentation has been preserved t o  ind ica te  i ts use, but t h e  s tones 
remain, ?n eloquent reminder of t h e  s t r e n d h  cad insp i ra t ion  of t h e  
hermetic t r e d i t i o n  i n  Scotland. 



Hermetic Meditation Number 4 
In  this s e r i e s  of elenentzry meditative exercises,  no special  postures 
are required out tha t  i n  xhich one is most comfortable, nor are  any 
special  breafhing rhythms used. Lieditation should be undertaken rrhen one 
is  not too t i r e d ,  and the  best s i tua t ion  is probably lying down i n  a 
q d e t  nearly dark room, and it is  essen t ia l  t o  have privacy and no 
poss ib i l i ty  of being disturbed. 

A 1 1  these exercises begin with the  Philosophic Egg or  Retort IJeditation, 
described i n  the f i r s t  issue, which l e a i s  one i n t o  an inner meditative 
soace. Ifithin t h a t  space, we s h a l l  perform short exercises,  and then 
close the  meditation with the  Retort exercise reversed, t h a t  i s  leading 
one out of the  i m e r  space back t o  normal conaciousness. 

THE OUROBOROS 
Place oneself in to  one's orm inner space by performing t h e  r e t o r t  
e::ercise. Ceztre one's being t o  a point - one can v i sua l i se  this e i t h e r  
s p z t i c l l y  i n  t e rns  of the  centre of t h e  Zetort ,  o r  emotionally as  a 
place of calnness. One car, only hold t h i s  f o r  a short  time , so allow 
tho n a t w n l  forces of the  soul, one's a s t r a l  body t o  play i n t o  the  
ezqerience. 

Soon po:aritios ; r i l l  e q r e s s  themselves, and p ic tu re  t h i s  in:n.rdly as  
i k e  2oin5 beconing a l ine.  Try t o  !:eep one's consciousness as  long as  
3ossible a5 the  centre of t h f s  l i n e  of po la r i t i e s .  One w i l l  f e e l  r rying 
z~,?>.y f=on t h i s  centre on e i the r  s ide the  polar  forces of ~ ~ o s i t i v e -  
nezctive, above - below, act ive  - passive, e t  c. Let one's being run 
through as  m w y  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  as  one f e e l s  comfortable with. 

Then bring the  j ictl t-e i n t o  a def in i t e  focus, using t h s  Solve et  C o m a  
t e c l x ~ i ~ u e  i f  zecessaq ,  and iilolardly e.xperience the  l i n e  a s  a snake, 
x i t h  i t s  head toti.srds one's o m  head, t a i l  a t  t h e  base of t h e  snine. 
Feel t h e  ? o l a r i t i e s  of this symbol, allow i t s  f u l l  form and forces t o  
Levelop. ?his picture r e f l e c t s  the  natural  s t ruc ture  of one's a s t r a l  
bo*. 

How one rust  3ui ld  the  Ouroboros by un i t ing  t h e  two ao la r i t i e s .  Pic ture  
the  hexi and t a i l  of t h e  sn&e t r r is t ing mound u n t i l  the  head Op.sps 
the  tril forning t h e  Ouroboros symbol, which one should centre around 
ones heart  centre. Using Solve e t  Coegula one czn s1lor.r t h i s  symbol 
t o  r i s e  in to  one's h i ~ h e r  as t ra l .  As t h e  sn&e grasps its own t c i l ,  
so on the higher l eve l  one's olm soul f dces holG of i t s e l f ,  ?.nd begins 
50 rror!: u>on i t s  olm substancc, uni t ing the  p o l a r i t i e s ,  un i t ing  
conscious with unco~scious,  2osi t ive  zncl negztive, s p i r i t  and bocly, etc. 

One czn use t h i s  c::ercise i n  a general my,  o r  i n  order t o  rrork throwjh 
2er t i cu l s r  ~ ~ o i a r i t i e s  one has encountered i n  one's study, o r  through 
the e-qeriences of l i f e .  

One must not reverse the  process i n  t h e  case of t h e  Ouroboros exercise. 
Once one has fumed the symbol intrzrdly, Co not tzke it t o  aieces,  but 
I'inish ?.t t h i s  so in t ,  l e t t i n z  the  uni ty  remain i n  one's being. 



NUMBER AND SPACE 

Patricia Villiers - Stuart Q 

"J?latlandO is the t i t l e  of a book and t h i s  word eqmesses p e r  
f e c t l y  the  trio dimensional world I have been investigating. The lzws 
of Flatland I muld  ouggest, have not been f u l l y  appreciated math- 
ematically. It is sti l l  t o  some extent an undiscovered country and 
t r a v e l l e r s  re turning have something of importance t o  say. 

Your edi tor  m o t e  an a r t i c l e  warning us of the  dangers of the  way 
i n  vIhich we a r e  a t  present abusing and degrading, not only ourselves 
and the  earth,  but possibly the  vrhole planetary system and beyond. 
Chemistry i n  shaking of f  what it thought were the  supers t i t ious  
shackles of alchemy has separated i t s e l f  from an understanding of t h e  
t rue  rhgthms of l i f e .  h d  as  another writer i n  the  Hermetic Journal, 
Magenta Mise points out i n  her a r t i c l e  **The Feminine Partner i n  the  
Alchemical Dance*, t h i s  separation has par t ly  occurred as  the  r e s u l t  
of t h e  mental segregation of Male and Female. rlan's mostly "men only" 
ir.vestigations in to  the  workings of l i f e ,  are  Likely t o  bring us, not 
more l i f e  but death on the  very grzndest scale. How m a ~ y  thousand 
years can radioact ivi ty  l a s t  ? 

Nuclear science i s  dependant upon i ts  philosophy of mathematics 
2nd it i s  t h i s  mathematical philosophy I vnsh t o  take t o  task, disclos- 
ing i ts  inherent weakness. Present day mathematics a re  based on t h e  
natural opposition of Positive and Negative, Plus and I.Knus, but it 
pushes t h i s  opposition f a r  beyond any hope of reconci l ia t ion and t r i e s  
t o  map the  voyage from One t o  In f in i ty  without taking any thought of 
the  re tu rn  journey from I n f i n i t y  to  One. How could it, f o r  t o  do this 
vrould be t o  involve the  i l l o g i c a l  thought of s e t t i n g  bounds t o  In f in i ty ,  
deciiling where the  re turn should begin. Heaven forbid 1 Perhaps rie are  
wrong and heaven doesn't forbid but actual ly  encourages holding two 
contradictory thoughts i n  the  mind a t  the same time. 4 s t a r t  has been 
made by understanding tha t  energy can manifest as both waves and 
pzr t ic les ,  but this knowledge doesn't seem t o  have sunk down in to  the  
world of the  simplest numbers and shapes. Perhaps it t e e s  z woman's 
i l l o g i c  s implic i ty  t o  see it. Uomen are  physically structured t o  con- 
t a i n  an opposing thought system rrithin t h e i r  own, t h e i r  child's. 



She i s  one, tiho has t o  think as  trro, no krondep tha t  log ic  is not her 
strong point. I an not decrying logic ,  only indicat ing t h a t  it needs 
t o  be harmoniously married t o  i t s  opposite. To stand firm the  Temple 
needs i t s  twin p i l l a r s .  

Since the  computer revolution t h e  rhythm of numbers i s  t o  some 
extent b e t t e r  realised. Computers w i l l  q u i t e  happily wor!c t o  d i f fe ren t  
number basea but I have yet t o  hear about t h e  reduction of numbers as  
i n  c a b a l i s t i c  thought, o r  tha t  other important aspect, numbers working 
with and against each other i n  ascending and descending columns. For 
tha t  we have t o  go t o  Jacob's Ladder o f  t h e  Bible o r  t o  X i l l i a m  Blake's 
vis ion of the  angels ascending t o  aqd descending from, Beaven. 
Computers compress numbers very well, but they don't bui ld  them up and 
down with the  imagination of n-' c "we. 

There i s  a t r i b e  i n  Africa, I ' m  to ld ,  t h e  members of vrhich can 
only count up t o  three. Numbers beyond t h a t  they c a l l  IIore. We should 
not smile a t  t h e i r  ignorance, ra ther  wonder whether they a r e  not still 
i n  touch vnth an age old wisdom thz t  we a r e  recovering slowly. Not only 
numbers can be compressed, shape also can be spun out of and reduced 
t o  th ree  aspects, Circles,  Squares 2nd Diagonals. The pr inciple  of Two 
t h a t  a r e  both opposite and equdl, combininginto One t o  form a Third, 
i s  t h e  s to ry  of each one of us. 

Let us  see how f a r  the  law of Flatland take us. ;ie can obviously 
divide a c i r c l e  or a square in to  1/2 1/4 1/8, but what about those 
1/39 #hen we have no vertical-horizontal l i n e s  +o guide us,  and what 
about 1/16s and 1/32s and 1/59, 1/79 and 1/99, can these a l l  be p lo t t ed  
upon t h e  squares of Flatland ? It seems t h a t  they cul. The ancient 
Chinese a re  par t i cu la r ly  exp l ic i t  about it, a l so  the  Hindus according 
t o  iiadame Blavatsky. 

The answer seems t o  l i e  in a very simple statement about 2 
diagonals. Given the  length of s ides  of a rectangle as "asb f o r  the  
longest and "b" f o r  the  shortes t ,  then another rectangle can always be 
so placed tha t  t h e i r  2 diagonals form an 1/8 angle. The re la t ionship 
of t h e  2 rectangles w i l l  be a x b and ( a  + b) .x  (a  - b). A t  the  
simplest t h i s  is  2 x 1 ans 3 x 1, but it could f o r  instance be 15 x 8 
and 23 x 7. 15 + 8 = 23, 15 - 8 = 7. 



This i s  a f i r s t  step leading to  many more. Leading t o  see t h a t  
diagonals of 3 x 2 2nd 5 x 1 create 1/6, 1/16 and 1/32 a g l e s .  Leading 
t o  see tha t  although the statement tha t  12 + 5'1 13 is  numerically on 
a par with the famous 3%+ 4's 5 % )  spa t ia l ly  the  former &oes not work 
out a s  being perfect ly  spa t ia l ly  correct. Tkere is a difference between 
numerical exactitude and spa t ia l  exactitude. There i s  room f o r  i l log ic ,  

The ancient E m t i a n s  were specif ic  about the  numbers required t o  
make 1/5 zngles, also the  ancient IbIexiczns but i n  a s l i g h t l y  more 
picturesque way. I don't pretend t o  do more than skim the surface of 
the  deep subject of the  relationship between number and space, but since 
i n  the  f i n a l  analysis both a re  here involved, I would l i k e  t o  bring t o  
notice my findings concerning the ninefold rhythm tha t  goes through the  
Periodic Table of the Slernents. lIendeleiev who s e t  it up found a seven- 
fold  rhythm, a law of "octsvasn was also proposed, but I suggest t h a t  
the  ninefold rhythm i s  even more t o  the  point. It i s  s t a ted  : "The 
properties of the  chemical elements are  periodic functions of t h e i r  
ztomic numbers". This would mean tha t  only by a f u l l e r  understanding 
of the  play of numbers i n  space can we form a t r u e  pic ture  of atomic 
function. 

Here is  a list i n  reduced terms of the  atomic numbers of elements 
thz t  have been found by science t o  belong to  similar groups. (~xample 
of reduced terms: Radon 86 8 + 6 = 14, 1 + 4 = 5 i.e. Radon 5 ) 

Group I11 B Al Ga In  T1 5 4 4 4 9  
Group I C S i  Ge Sn Pb 6 5 5 5 1  
Group V N P A s  Sb Bi 7 6 6 6 2  
Group VI 0 S Se Te Po 8 7 7 7 3  
Croup VII F C 1  Br I A t  9 8 8 8 4  

I f  t h i s  rhythmical arrangement of numbers is s ta r ted  with EIydrogen, 
Hydrogen 1 9 9 9 5 then a row of Noble Gases w i l l  follow, Argon 18 
Krypton 36, Xenon 54, Radon 86. 

Notice the  way i n  which the numbers t rave l  up and d o n ,  rd th  a gap 
of 1 between the f i r s t  columns, and a gap of 4 between the l as t .  

To r e f e r  again t o  your editor's a r t i c l e ,  I f ind  it of significance 
t h  t Lead should be the  l a s t  element before the  descent into  radio- 
act ivi ty .  Its number 82, makes it 1 i n  the 10th cycle of 9's. 

As f o r  92 being the number of the  deadly Uranium, 92 i s  the  number 
ofA&chimedeanSolids. It i s  4 x 23, and 23 is  the  number of the  Chromo- 
somes. And 23 reversed is 32, the  number of the  teeth ,  both being 
representatives of 5. Once one begins t o  play around with number and 
shape one f inds  worlds within worlds of meaning. 

23 i s  the  Ace of Swords i n  the  Tarot pack, while 14 away a t  37 
i s  the Ace of Cups. 37 is  one of the  numbers signifying Christ 
according t o  t h e  Coptic Gnostic Texts. 

We of the  Hestern t rad i t ion  have been mostly responsible f o r  
creating the  dangers facing the world today. It is  perhaps by looking 
back a t  our e a r l i e r  l e s s  dangerous and t o  alchemy i n  par t i cu la r  t h a t  
we can hope t o  a t t a i n  a greater balance and harmony i n  our l ives.  
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Alchemical Mandala ~urnber 4 

This i l l u s t r a t i o n  found i n  the  important clchemicsl t e r t  t he  *!tosariurn 
?hiloso?horum', shows us a mzndala of the end of the  alchemical process 
synthesising the  various stages of the  Great Uoric. 

The form of the  mwdala is  the  in tegra t ion  of the four symbols by the  
hermaphrodite f igure  a t  t he  centre. 

This hermaphrodite i s  the  being of the  Alchemist, open t o  an e x ~ e r i e n c e  
Of the  p o l a r i t i e s  of male and female, which play th=ou& the elchemist's 
soul. Hotrever a great  degree of integration of these two aspects has 
been achieved, and the tvrofoldness i s  now only experienced i n  the  head 
element of the  alchemist. The f igure  i s  rringed - indicating the  s p i r i t -  
ual nature of the  process. The f igure is crotmed - indicating the  
attainment of conscious mastery o r  rulership over the twofoldness. This 
has worked down in to  the  body t o  the  extent t ha t  the  alchemist i s  able 
t o  balance upon the  two horns of the  crescent noon r e s t ing  upon the 3erth. 

The golden crown shows ru lership  of the conscious Sun element; the 
achieving of balcnce on the  crescent moon, shows mastery of t he  unconso- 
ious Lunar element. The fi,ure seems almost t o  f loa t ,  t o  be poised 
between Heaven and Zarth. 

A t  t he  alchemist's l e f t  foot stands the  Black Crow o r  Raven. In  one sense 
t h i s  indica tes  the  stage i n  the  e.lchenicz1 process of inward absorption, 
Of ?dthdrawal from the  world of the senses in to  the  inner darkness, t he  
'dying t o  the  senses*. 

A t  the  r igh t  foot a t r e e  grows, rrith th i r t een  moon.leaves upon it. One 
could associate t h i s  with ".e t h i r t een  lunar months i n  the  year, but 
perhaps esoter ica l ly  the  symbol goes deeper, end is a p ic ture  of t he  One 
and the  Trielve. The t r e e  i s  always a symbol of the  connection between 
the  worlds, the  growth from one realm in to  another. The One who stands 
r ~ i t h i n  the Twelve, i s  c pic ture  of the  process of i n i t i a t i o n  in to  h i ~ h e r  
consciousness. The One is  the alchemist tiho has vrorked through the  
Trrelve Operations of the  Great tiork, and achieved i n i t i a t i o n  in to  higher 
awareness, throligh in tegra t ing  these twelve archetypes.  h his i s  found 
in  zany mystery t radi t ions) .  

The alchenist  f i g m e  holds in h i s  r igh t  hand a cup or chzlice conteining 
three snzl:es - the  Three Principles,  which i n  outer'Nature are  czlled 
Sulphur, Iiercury, and Sale, o r  i n  Iian S p i r i t ,  Soul, a d  3ody. These must 
be dissolved, nerged together i n  the  cup of h i s  being a d  united, jus t  
a s  i n  Physical Alchemy, the  Three Principles must be fused together in 
the  crucible. 

The hermaphrodite's l e f t  hand grasps the  Ouroboros, a synbol of the  Soul 
taking hold of i t s e l f ,  turning i n  u?on ,its being and nourishing i ts  own 
inner l i f e .  

Be can see the  tyro s w o l s  connected withthe fennle s ide  o i  the  alchercist, 
the  Black Crow s t q e  m d  the  Ouroboros a s  being more passive receptive 
aspects of inner development, while the  I n i t i a t i o n  Tree curd t he  Cu? of 
the  Three Serpents zre  more ac t ive  male face ts  of the  process. 

The ~,rhole m ~ d a l a  can also be seen a s  an alchemical version of the  
Pentagran R i t u z l  of Hernetic Ikgic. The Black Crow, the  f i r s t  goint of 
t he  invoking r i t u z l  pentagram, i s  %rth  ; the  Cup, ;later, second point ; 
then t o  the  Ouroboros rd th  i ts  soul espect re la ted  t o  A i r  ; then the  
F i r e  of grotrth of the  Philosophic Tree, 2nd tile Tine1 top point, tk-c 
Cro~s? of S p i r i t  r e s t ing  on the  head of the  alchemist-herncphodite. 
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THE GOLDEN 

OF HOMER 

Commentary 

Adam McLean 

:lith i s sue  110 3 vre have come t o  the  end of the  section of t h e  
-4urea Catena Homeri which is  available a t  present. I am sure tha t  ny 
readers t r i l l  appreciate and acknowledge the esoter ic  importziioe of 
t h i s  text.  However, although a f t e r  it was f i r s t  published i n  Germany 
i n  1723 z.nd it became so popular as  t o  @ through twelve editions,  
t h e  l a s t  being dated 1781, it i s  a very d i f f i c u l t  work. On t h e  surface, 
well argued, c lear ly  expressed, logical,  almost ' sc ien t i f i c1 ,  it 
hotrover confronts t h e  modern reader i n  such a way a s  t o  produce a kind 
of inner confusion and d i f f i c u l t y  i n  grasping where the  orderly flow 
of ideas  ase  leading. One needs some overall  p ic ture  t o  f ind one's way 
through the i n t r i c a t e  meanderings of the  t e r t .  This I believe i s  
provided by the  diagrarr of the  Golden Chain (see issues 1 m d  2). 

So t o  conclude our se r ies  I would l ike  us t o  consider t h i s  Golden 
Chain of t e n  links. 

The essence of t h i s  diagram i s  i n  pic tur ing the process of Cosmic 
*olution, the  s t ructure  and perfection of matter, a s  a se r ies  of t e n  
stages leading from Chaos 6 t o  Quintessence 9 ,  This enshrines the  
ides  of t h e  sp i r i tua l i sa t ion  of subs tace ,  the  Sp i r i tua l  being repre- 
sented here by the  cross + , the  1.Iaterial by the c i r c l s  0. The 
synbol f o r  Chaos 6 ,  the f i r s t  stage of the  grocess of creation, 
shows t h e  s p i r i t u a l  essence above the  material, not yet brought in to  
the  material  sphere, Quintessence 9 ,  the end of the  process, shows 
us t b  s p i r i t u a l  below the  material sphere, bound up with the  realm 
of substance. The intermediate stages are pictured using combinations 
of the  same symbolic components. 

Thus a , t h e  second stage, the  beginnings of connection of the  
s p i r i t u z l  with t h e  material, the  inconoreal  vo la t i l e  Sp i r i tus  :<:undi. 
Then two aspects of the sp i r i tua l  cross -f ,separzte end are found i n  
the  material - the  a) , ver t i ca l  zrm, male zrchetypal Bitre,  2nd the 
0, horizontel zrm, female mchetypal Salt, This act ive  nole s9iri.t i n  
matter i s  exemplified i n  the  Acidic, penetrating neture of substance, 



the femele >zssive elenent is  the  Alkali, receptive nature of substance. 
( I t  i s  in te res t ing  t h e t  i n  terms of modern inorgznic chemis%ry, we 
s t i l l  use t h i s  pic ture  of Acidic Radicals (sulphzte, n i t r a t e ,  chloride, 
etc.) 2nd Alkzli Bases t o  rrhich these act ive  rzd ica l s  z t t ach  themselves, 
thus sodium sulphzte, amonium n i t r a t e ,  s i l v e r  chloride e t  c. ) 

Thus \.re hzve as  our f i f t h  stage the  Primary Substance @ ar ie ipg out 
of the  meetins i n  the  material  sphere of t h e  iu'itre Grid S a l t  0. 

This z r c h e t n a l  s p i r i t u a l  substance is  found i n  the  natural  world 
s p l i t  i n t o  three face t s  

aniaal vegetable mineral 

In  the  a i m a l  kingdom @., the  s p i r i t  is  l e s s  conoected t o  t h e  earthly,  
therefore it is here most v o l a t i l e  i n  comparison with @, t h e  mineral 
which a s  the  symbol shows, is more dormuzrd, more earthed, and there- 
fore most fixed. Between these tvro is  @ t h e  mediator, and we can see 
tha t  here the  cross i s  more i ~ w a r d ,  does not connect with the  outside 
perimeter of the meterial  sphere, i n  &is t inc t ion  t o  the  @ of t h e  
primary substmce. 

Xe next hzve a s  a kind of s p t h e s i s  a r i s i n g  out of these  t h e  
Zxtractum Chaoticurn, ,the fixed e w t h l y  t incture ,  i n  which we have the  
opposite of the  v o l a t i l e  s p i r i t  of the  ea r th  a. I n  the  cross form 
of the  s p i r i t  i s  deeply descended i n t o  the  material  realm, and t h i s  
ult imately leads t o  our f i n a l  stage of completion, i n  t h e  sp i r i tua l in -  
e t i c n  of s bstznce, which is pictured a s  9 t h e  opposite of t h e  Chaos 
o n  8 . 

Once mztter has been sp i r i tua l i sed ,  and s p i r i t  brought i n t o  matex- 
i a l  form, then one has a vehicle f o r  riorking on the ea r th  plane. It i s  
the t ask  and goal of t h e  alchemist, t o  work t h i s  process of weaving the  
s p i r i t u a l  in to  t h e  m t e r i z l ,  and o f  r a i s ing  the material t o  t h e  point 
vhere it c m  incarnate s p i r i t u a l  forces. 

The p a r t  of t h e  Golden Chain which I ha13 avai lable  f o r  publication 
is a sect ion from Book I, the theore t i ca l  'Of the  Generaticn of Things1. 
Booh I1 which i s  more p rac t i ca l  and deals with ' the Corruption and 
Anatomy of Thingss, I do not have i n  t rzns la t ion  a t  present. One hopes 
tha t  i n  time t o  come the  en t i re  work s h a l l  be t ransla ted and made 
zvaileble t o  the ~ u b l i c .  

Horiever i n  the  piece I have se r ia l i sed ,  we can see the  above pict -  
ure of the  operation of t h e  Golden Chain a p l i e d  t o  cosmic evolution, 
and t h e  fornetion of the  elements. 

The Sp i r i tua l  ~lrchetype 6 is  introduced i n  chapter one zs t h e  
Universal F i re  f i l l i n g  sll creation. Chapter two indicates  how from 
t h i s  Universal Sp i r i tua l  Fire ,  proceeds the  Inv i s ib le  S p i r i t u a l  Humid- 
i t y  0. The Universal P i r e  ferments the  Inv i s ib le  Humidity (a lso refer- 
ed t o  i n  chapter s i x  a s  the  Universal S ta te  of ~ t h e r ) ,  and there  
a r i s e s  tke Universal incorporeal Ni t re  a). Chzpter th ree  indicates  
tha t  t h e  Universal F i r e  6 becomes a threefold incorporeal water t 
Soul a ( ~ o l z t i l e ; ,  S p i r i t  a) ( ~ c i d )  and Corpus 0 ( sa l t ) ,  trhich 
fourthly form the four elements, Fire,dir,:Iater, 2nd Earth of the  @ 
prim,..ry Substznce stage. 



SALT 
Female 
Alkali 

NITRE 
1.kl e 
Acid 

VOUTILE SPISITUS i~lUND1 

PRIIURY SUBST.UlCE 

CHAOTICUM 

This diagram i s  my reworking of the ten  stages of  the 
Golden Chain, i l lu s t ra t ing  the ideas developed in my 
interpretation of  the text .  



One can follow tbis threaa throughout ,the en t i re  t e x t  and obvious- 
l y  understanding the import of t h i s  diagram of the  Golden Chain i s  
essent ia l  t o  grasping t h e  meaning of t h e  t e x t  i t s e l f .  

It seems t o  me t h a t  The Golden Chain of Homer was published by 
cer ta in  adepts, i n  order t o  put before the world 2 philosophical 
system of icieas i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h i s  process of the  s p i r i t u a l i s a t i o n  of 
matter very cle&rly, a t  a time, the  eighteenth century, when in the  
outer world, the philosophical foundations were being l a i d  f o r  the  
mate r ia l i s t i c  philosophy, which i n  the  nineteenth century became 
reel ised i n  the materialism of the  indus t r i a l  revolution. ( ~ n t e r e s t -  
ingly another nost importsnt alchemical t e x t  was also published a t  the  
same time, Von ;Jelling's Opus lago-Czbbalisticum 1781, which rjas i n  
turn based upon Cregorius Sallwigt 's  Opus Mapcabal is t icum of 1719). 

Thus we f ind i n  the  Golaan Chain a system of ideas znd prac t i ses  
~.rhich c u  lea6 us out of mate r ia l i s t i c  philosophy back in to  a vision 
of matter which incorporates i ts  connection with the  s p i r i t u a l  found- 
a t ion of the  world. 
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Alchemical Allegories 

THE FOUNTAIN ALLEGORY 

OF BERNARD OF TREVISO 

F'rom the  I!anuscript t r ens la t ion  of Wenezer Sibley 

i n  the  Fer,auson Collection 

When I perceived tha t  I had proceeded a considerable length i n  t h i s  
A r t ,  I beganmost earnestly t o  court and t o  frequent the  company of 
those who were learned i n  it also. : f o r  it becomes good men t o  join 
themselves t o  t h e i r  equals and not t o  others. 

Therefore, when I passed through Apulea, a o i ty  i n  India, I heard that 
a man resided there  who was so very learned i n  every branch of Science, 
t h a t  he had not his equal i n  this world. He i n s t i t u t e d  a s  a Pr ize  of 
disputation f o r  a l l  sk i l l ed  i n  kt, a book fabricated, both leaves 
and cover, of pure gold. Therefore, desirous of honour, I did not 
doubt t h a t  my mind would a s s i s t  me thereto and dispose me t o  the  
prescribed disputations,  a very learned man sdding spurs t o  my under- 
taking t h i s  province, and it also coming in to  my mind tha t  the  daring 
and bold were carr ied t o  sublime things,  while t h e  timid were thrown 
down and l ived i n  perpetual dejection, I passed manfully in to  t h e  f i e l d  
of contest  and happily obtained the palm of disputation before the  
audience, and the  book of premium was so honourably delivered t o  me by 
the  facu l ty  of Philosophy, tha t  I was looked upon by a l l  men. 

Then f o r  t h e  sake of recreat ing my mind, fatigued with study, and 
enquiring f o r  pleasant pla ins  and meadows, I met with a most limpid 
l i t t l e  fountain, surrounded and f o r t i f i e d  with a most beaut i ful  stone 
i n  an oaken trunk, and enclosed within a w a l l ,  t h a t  brutes might not 
enter  nor b i rds  make a bath f o r  themselves there. S i t t i n g  above t h i s  
fountain, I contemplated its beauty and I saw t h e  upper par t  was shut. 

A very venerable old man was coming there,  A s  reverent a s  a p r ies t ,  I 
honourably saluted him and I asked h i m  wherefore t h a t  fountain was 
shut and f o r t i f i e d  i n  t h a t  manner, above, below, and on every side. 

Having deigned t o  give me a f r iendly answer, he said ,  
" ?&at you would know, my friend, is a fountain very t e r r i b l e  and 
wonderful in v i r t u e  before every other fountain i n  the world. It 
belongs t o  t h e  King alone of t h i s  country, whom the  fount knows very 
well, esd he himself the  fountain. It always draws the King, when 
passing t h i s  way,to i t s e l f ,  but i s  never drawn by the King. In  tha t  
Bath he remains 282 days, a t  the  end of which.somuch youthful s t r e n g t h  
is  added t o  h i m ,  t ha t  he can afterwards be conquered by nobody however 
strong. He therefore took care t o  shut up his l i t t l e  fountain with a 



round white stone, as  you see, i n  which a c lea r  fountain shines l i k e  
s i l v e r  and of c e l e s t i a l  colour. Thzt it may a l so  be stronger and l e s t  
it should be destroyed by horses o r  others, he introduced an old oak 
c l e f t  i n  the  niddle, which protects  it from t h e  rays of the  Sun, 
forming a shade. 
" Then, as  you see, he surrounds it with a w a l l  very thick. He shuts 
it up f i r s t  Kith the  hard and clear  stone, then f i n a l l y  i n  the  cav l t i es  
of the  oak, chief ly  because it i s  so t e r r i b l e  i n  i ts  nature t h a t  once 
inflamed and i r r i t a t e d ,  it would make i ts  way through every thing, 
and also should it escape the  fences, there  would be an end of us.'' 

I zfterwards asked h i m  i f  he himself saw t h e  King i n  the sa id  fount, 
he answered tha t  he indeed saw him enter,  but from t h a t  time a t  which 
he is  shut up i n  it by the Keeper, he does not appear more u n t i l  the  
130th day, a t  length he emerges br ight  and splendid. The Keeper Porter 
assiduously warms the bath, tha t  he may keep up the  heat which i s  
occult  i n  the  water of the  fount, and he warms it night and day without 
i n t  emission. 

I again interrogated what colour was the  King 7 He answered t h a t  the  
f i r s t  of h i s  vestures was from the  beginning Cloth of Gold, then with 
a black velvet doublet, a s h i r t  t r u l y  white above t h e  snow, h i s  f l e s h  
however, or blood is of the  r ichest  reds. 

I then asked whether the  King on coming there  brought with him a great 
concourse of extraneous people low and vulgar along with him 7 He 
answered me fr iendly but laughing a t  the  question, saying, 
" '&en the King purposes t o  come hi ther ,  he diamisses a l l  his caunsell- 
ors  and every stranger and enters alone, nobody approaching the  fount 
except himself and i t s  Keeper alone; the  care of which a very simple 
nan has. Verily the  simplest man can best  supply h i s  place, since he 
does nothing e l se  than warm the fount. " 

I again enquired whether the  King was a f r iend t o  the  fount,or the  
fcunt a f r iend t o  h i m  ? He answered, 

They love one another reciprocal ly  i n  a wonderful manner, t h e  fount 
a t t r a c t s  the  King and not t h e  King the  fount, f o r  it i s  a s  it were the  
1.Iother t o  the  King. '* 
I next interrogated of what kind the  King was ? He answered, 

He comes from the fount which makes him such a s  he is  without any 
other thing whatever. " 
I enquired whether he had many counsellors. He sa id  he has s i x  forsooth 
who expect the succession, i f  by any chance or any means t h e  King 
should die,  they w i l l  a lso  r u l e  the  Kingdom l i k e  h i m  ; hence it is  
that  they serve him because they hope from him much Dominion and poss- 
essians. 

Then I asked whether he was an old man. He answered, tha t  he was older 
than the forest  and more mature than any of his own subjects. 

Kow happens it therefore, I asked, tha t  these  do not k i l l  the  King who 
expect so inuch inheritance from h i s  death, since he i s  so old  7 
He answered, 

Although he i s  so much advanced i n  years,  nevertheless no one of h i s  
subjects is  so patient of cold 3nd sweats ra ins  winds and labours a s  
himself. Also no one of them by himself,nor any of them together could 
k i l l  h i m .  
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How then w i l l  they possess the  Kingdom i f  he cannot die  nor be k i l l e d  
by any one ? He answered, 
lo H i s  s i x  subjects a r e  from the fount, from which they possess every- 
thing they have, a s  well a s  he, wherefore they a re  chiefly drawn by 
the  fount. The King is  k i l l e d  by tha t  very fount a s  well a s  they a r e  
resusci ta ted by it afterwards, from the substance of his Kingdom, 
which substance is  divided in to  the  minutest pa r t i c les ,  each of his 
subjects receives his portion and however minute the  p a r t i c l e  r~hich 
any one of them has, he equals the  King i n  power and s t rength and 
opulence, and they a re  made equal among themselves. " 
I 2gain enquired, how long they might have t o  wait i n  this expectat- 
ion ? Laughing a t  me again he answered, 
" Know tha t  the  King enters alone without any of h i s  subjects,  f o r  
although the  fount a lso loves then, yet they do not enter,  because 
they have not yet descried t h i s  dignity. But the  King upon entering 
throws off  h i s  vesture of f i n e  beaten gold, which he del ivers  t o  his 
first Chunber BIan cal led Saturn, who when he has once obtained poss- 
ession of it keeps it f o r  f o r t y  days, sometimes f o r t y  two days a t  most. 
Then the  King throws off  the  Black Velvet waistcoat, which he del ivers  
t o  his second Chamber Man, cal led Jupi ter ,  who keeps i t  22 days. Then 
the King ordering h i m ,  Jupiter gives it t o  Luna, which t h i r d  person 
is  beaut i ful  and resplendant. She keeps it 20 days. The the  King i s  
i n  a s h i f t ,  pure white a s  snow, o r  l i k e  f ine  pear ls  o r  a white l i l y ,  
which a l so  he puts o f f  and del ivers  t o  Mars, who keeps it 40 days 
and sometimes two more. Afterwards Mars by the  w i l l  of God, del ivers  
it t o  yellow Sol, not c lea r  Sol, who keeps it 40 days. Then comes the  
most beaut i ful  and blooded Sol who immediately snatches up the  shirt ." 

I then asked h i m  what is the  meaning of a l l  t h i s ,  and he answered, 
lo The fount is  then opened, and a s  he had given them h i s  shift, hia  
waistcoat and his vestment, a t  t h i s  moment he del ivers  t o  them h i s  
blood red f l e s h  t o  eat and now a t  length they have t h e i r  desire. " 
Again I asked whether they always waited so long a time, and whether 
they had remuneration fo r  t h e i r  services,  t o  induce them t o  persevere 
t o  t h e  end ? He answered, 
" Four of these Cousellors, the  moment they have obtained the white 
s h i r t  may re jo ice  i f  they please, and also enjoy the  greztes t  riches,  
but t h i s  only gives them the  half pa r t  of the  Kingdom. Wherefore, 
they ra ther  wish t o  w a i t  a l i t t l e  longer fo r  the  end, and wait t h a t  
they a l so  may be crowned with the  Royal Diadem of t h e i r  I.1onarch. " 
I asked whether any Physician attended o r  anything e l se  whatsoever a t  
t h a t  time. He answered, 
" No nor any thing whatever except the  Keeper alone, who excites below 
a continual surrounding and vaporous heat, except t h i s  there  is  
nothing else. l1 

I asked whether this Keeper underwent much labour ? He answered, 
" He suffers  more a t  t h e  beginning than towards the  end, because the  
fount is then heated. l1 

I asked whether many people saw the  work. He answered, 
" It is done out of the  s ight  of a l l  the  world, not one i n  the  world 
even knows. The whole world have it before t h e i r  eyes and do not know 
it. 



I asked once nore what do they next  ? Be said,  
I' I f  these s i x  wish again t o  purge the King they could do it i n  the  
fount i n  t h e e  days, by surrounding the  place so a s  t o  s a t i s f y  the  
ccntents, by giving him back on the  f i r s t  d a r t h e  waistcoat, on the  
second-the s h i r t ,  and on the  t h i r d  day-his blood red  flesh. 

I asked t o  what purpose is  a l l  this ? He said,  
" I am wearied with what I have already t o l d  you. * 
;Wch when 12erce ived  t h i s ,  I wzs unui l l ing t o  be troublesome. I bid 
N m  farewell giving h i m  many great thanks, a d  seeing h i m  home t o  h i s  
residence. The old man was so reverend and so very wise, t h a t  the  
heavens obeyed h i m  and a l l  things trembled before h i m .  

I was sleepy and returning t o  the  fountain, I s a t  down t o  r e s t  a 
l i t t l e ,  tihen I could not absta in  when s i t t i n g  upon it from opening 
a l l  the  fastenings i n  a secret  manner. I n  the  meantime when I looked 
upon the book which was the reward of my disputation, and by i ts  
splendour and beauty increased m y  sleepiness and i n  a slumber it f e l l  
out of my sleepy hands in to  the  fount, which happened very unluckily, 
for  I rdshed t o  preserve the  memorial of my having t h e  honour of being 
an adept. And when I looked it had diszppeared from my eyes, thinking 
therefore tha t  it had f a l l e n  t o  t h e  bottom, I began t o  draw out the  
i n t e r  with such great care, however, t h a t  nothing more might remain in 
it than a tenth par t  of it, with scarcely t e n  parts,  and when I attenp- 
tad t o  draw out the  whole, they obst inately  adhered together. 

Ir the  meantime while I was labouring with the  work, some people came 
ugon me so tha t  they hindered me from drawing out any more. Before I 
vent away however, I shut a l l  things again l e s t  anybody might perceive 
t h a t  I had exhausted o r  seen the  fountain, o r  l e s t  perhaps they might 
forcibly  s t e a l  the  Book from me. Then the  heat began t o  be excited 
round about in the bath f o r  the  purpose of bathing the  King. But I was 
taken t o  prison and detained 40 days f o r  having perpetrated the  crime. 

After I was relieved, I returned t o  the  fount that I might see  it, 
obscure clouds appeared which las ted  a long time. To conclude, I saw 
every thing a t  the  end tha t  my pr i se  derived hithout much labour. 

It w i l l  not torment you very much i f  you enter  upon the  r i g h t  path a d  
not leave it for  erroneous ones, but imita te  nature i n  every thing. 
In concluding I say unto you that whosoever upon reading t h i s  book 
does not understand the  Stone by himself, w i l l  never understand the 
work, however nuch he may operate. For i n  this very parable, the  whole 
w r k  is  contained, i n  pract ice ,  days, colours, regimens, ways, dis- 
positions and continuations, which I have narrated, moved by piety,  
charity,  and compassion alone towards desolate operators i n  t h i s  most 
precious secret. 

Therefore, i n  making of my book I beseech the  Lord God, whose grace is  
absolute, tha t  he may open the  minds of men of good wil l ,  t o  whom i f  
icgenious there w i l l  be l i t t l e  d i f f i cu l ty ,  only they must absta in  
from the dreaming phantasiesandthe sub t le t i es  of Sophists and always 
remain i n  this way of nature which is  demonstrated by my speculations. 

Farewell i n  Jesus C h r i s t  always and be mindful of t h e  poor, when you 
obtain t h i s  inexhausible treasure. 

Pray to  God, who w i l l  teach you more. 

4 -28 A ~ o l h c t i o n  o f S a c r e d ~ a j i c k . C o m  4  he Esoteric ~ i b r a r y  
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FULCANELLI 

Kenneth Rayner Johnson @ 

On Decenjer 13 t h i s  yea?, I!. ihgene Canseliet t r i l l  celebrate h5s 
eightieth birtfiEay. But apart  from a t ta in ing  tha t  r i p e  old  age, the  
F r c ~ c h  alcbernist t r i l l  have another, deep s p i r i t u a l  and moral a c h i e v e  
nent up03 which t o  congratulate himself ; t h a t  of h i s  unshakeable 
f s i t h  and i o p l t y  t o  h i s  Idaster, the  now legendary Fulcanelli. 

For sonething l i k e  f i f t p f i v s  years now, 1.1. Canseliet has remain- 
ed stubbornly s i l e n t  about the  t r u e  i d e n t i t y  of t h e  man >rho not only 
taught hin - jut who allorred hin: t o  perform an actual  transmutation. 

According t o  Canseliet b inself ,  it was i n  September of 1922 tha t ,  
watched 3y the a r t i s t  Jezn-Julien Champagne and the  che:~ist Gaston 
Szu=ge, he $902 e t i n y  quantify of the  Powder of Projection, given t o  
h i m  by h i s  I.Izstaz, and sucoessfully transmuted 100 grames of goid. 
The experime~t - again,according t o  Canseliet - took place i n  the  
unlikeig scenario of a gzs tmr!<s iaboratory a t  Sarcelles.  

There have been tnoose, nzturally,  who have interpreted t h i s  
alleged ziiracle as sonething of a red-herring. The sugsestion beins 
+hat, as a lgzsrsor!cs' is a location uhere a heavy mineral i s  refined 
in io  z volz t i l e  z c t t e r ,  the  descriotion might a l lude t o  some forn o f  
~ ~ h y s i c n l ,  or,=nic evsnt, i - e .  i n  the  lgastrorks' of t h e  humen body. 
Irdeeb,t!ie alchernists themselves have frequently. tzrned t h a t  it i s  vrhen 
they z?.Dpezr t o  be speaking most p la in ly  khet the  use of allegory is  
often a t  its pe&. 

5e tha t  as it may, on his o:m admission, fol loving the voluntary 
diszppearance of his :.Iaster, C a s e l i s t  has struggled fo r  nore 5han 
tventy-five yezrs t o  perfect the  t h i r d  znd f i n a l  s tage of the  Great 
ibrk - 2nd fziled. (kccordins t o  Prince S tzn i s las  Klossowski de Rola 
he blame& unsuitable climactic conditions. ) 



Surely, if something nore than a l i t e r a l  trensnutation had taken 
-:lace i n  1922, C a s e l i e t  woula by no:q have s t tz ined tho Suianum 3onm 
bf the Xork. 

But t o  return t o  the N c z n e l l i  eni,na i t s e l f .  Having researched 
the subject thoroqhly  for  sone years now for  a book in ?reparation, 
I fee l  it only f a i r  t o  point out ose or t:ro hitherto little-known 
facts  about the  case ; fac t s  which, I believe, Ccnseliet has fa i led  
t o  face up t o  i n  h i s  infrequent and guarded rea l ies  t o  researcher's 
bmotheses about the ident i ty  of his  ::aster. 

Before se t t ing  them out, however, I think it is  necesscq  a t  t h i s  
stage t o  point out t h t  i n  no i:r~.y should :rhat I am about t o  say be 
tzken as ar, attempt t o  ninimise the re3arkzble work, l e a n i n g  and 
echievements of e i ther  Fulcznelli, iJzster Alchemist, nor h i s  pu?il, 
Cznseliet. 

Iiaturally,because my book i s  not yet published, I cc.n merely give 
outline of some of my findings. But t o  tho aler ted reader, they 

should goint c lear ly i n  a par t icular  direction. 

Aside from being a phonetic aparoximation of the nmes Vulc;?n 
(the blacksmith of the ~ o d s ) ,  a d  Helios (the sun-pi) ,  the  name 
h l c z n e l l i  contains s most indicative an-zn ir. French. It is well 
hoym tha t  Jean-Julien Champagne, Canseliet 'a constant coqe-nion, 
friend and neighbour fo r  16 years, was 23 incorrigible punster and, on 
a .much deeper level,  a firm advocate of the 'phonetic cab.balae (not t o  
be confused with the Hebrer ~ s b a l a h )  as the secret language of antiqu- 
ity.  He ap?lied t h i s  idecl not only t o  the spolcen word, but t o  visual- 
a id =reas such es  heraldry, also. 

On the f i na l  page of the or iginal  ebition of Le i~ystkre des 
Czthdd-ral es , (~chemit  , Parie, 1926), there appeared tinat was meant 
t o  be tzicen as  Fulcanelli 's  ovm coat-of-arms. ( ~ m s e l i e t  has made 
frequent a l lusion t o  the ' a r i s tocra t ic t  bearing of h i s  Uaster. ) This 
mmorial bore a knight's helm en face, mong other symbols of heraldry, 
a f i e ld  of gold. A s  any schoolboy w i l l  confirm, the French word for  a 
cultivated f i e l a ,  o r  ? lain,  is  'campzgne'. Beneath t h i s  quartered 
shield, which holds many other allusions t o  the Hermetic art i n  
herzldic language - the nobi l i ty  of labour i n  ' ce les t ia l  agriculture' ,  
$he need fo r  humility, etc., - was a scrol l  bearing a docLat in  motto : 
Uber Cenaa . -- 

Jean-Julien Champagne - born January 23, 1877 - was christened 
Jezn-Julien- Eubert Chempagne, a f t e r  bis father,  Alphonseiiubert. 
Place an 'H* - which is  not sounded i n  French - i n  front of the motto 
and, once asin, Chanpagnels fond~es s  for  phonetic punning i s  immed- 
i a t e ly  apparent. 

Avid followers of the available F'ulcanelli l i t e r a tu r e  tril l ,  no 
doubt, have read Jacques Sadoul's account of the a f f a i r  i n  Alchemists 
and Gold (~ l ev i l l e  Spezrmm Ltb, 1972). SaLoul points out that Cham- 
?zpiels  p a v e  bears the epitaph : A>ostolus Hermeticae Scientiee - 
thus refut ing Cmsel ie t l s  insistence that Champawe was sinply the 
i l l u s t r z t o r  of M c a n e l l i ' s  works and had no 'mowled.ge of alchemy. 

I have, a s  e resul t  of some resezrch i n  Paris,  a copy of 
?ulctnel l i ls  siggzture. It tms on a dedication he :note i n  a copy 



of Le ;:ystLre 8es ~zth&irzles rrhich he -presented t o  J'ules Boucher, 
a norhe= of the  se lec t  groun kno~.m 2s the Freres d'Eelioaolis, a secret  
society rrhich also included Champagne and C ~ n s e l i e t .  It i s  sign& 
i.H.3. Fulcanelli  - the  i n i t i e l s  being those of C h q z s e ' s  highly 
sugsestive egitz?h. Furthermore I have it on exceLlent authori ty  t h a t  
the  h & t . ~ i t i n g  3s t h c t  of Chm~agne himself. 

"3 f&- as  I zn ~oncerned, the  anas~un contzined i n  r?rlcanelli's 
name puts the  see1 on the  mztter. ;forked it out gat ? It is 

l ' e c u  f ina le '  - the  f i n a l  shield. Could znything be more openly 
concealed ? The i inp l ica t io~s ,  it seems t o  me, a r e  q u i t s  c lea r  : 
Ch;u;rpzgne did not a t  ell  mind being urunzslced a s  Fulcanel l i  - t o  those 
~ iho  :+ere able t o  apply h i s  otm 'cabal is t ic '  reasoning t o  his work. 
3idn't  mind, &id I say? Cletlrly he tranted ce r ta in  people t o  bo l i ,  
which i s  r~hy, i n  the  nzme W c z n e l l i ,  he dreu a t t en t ion  t o  t h z t  f i n a l  
shield. 

Significzntly,  the  shield did not appear i n  subse~~uent  edi t ions  
of Le 1.3st;re des ~ath 'edrales .  And the  or iginal ,  luxury edi5ion of 
1926 r a r  t o  only 303 copies, 

Z an well a;.mre, natural ly ,  t h z t  I I by no n e w s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  
i d e a t i f y  Chamzgne with Fulcanelli. But I do f e e l  it i s  time t h a t  i f ,  
as  he i n s i s t s ,  t h i s  sssociat ion is  'ludicrous*, Cznseliet should gut 
.ap z b e t t e r  defense. 

'dhile I czn only be moved by t h e  loyalty,  tenaci ty  and fondness 
thz t  Canseliet has demonstrated tawar&s his l a s t e r  znd h i s  work, I 
also share the  oginion of maw o c c u l t i s t s  t o  whom I have spoken t h z t  
there  i s  no need f o r  secreojr on most leveln. Knorrleclge should be 
shzred r:ith those whom it m i g h t  benefit .  

( ~ o d  h o a s  why, f o r  example, the  Golden D ~ M  members were so 
outraged by Dr. Regarclie's publication of t h e i r  ' secrets '  - the  
averege person of today riould have d i f f i c u l t y  i n  un2erstanding even 
the bas i s  of GD mzgic, l e t  alone t h e  Zuochian system.) 

Obviously,the question must now a r i s e  : how should one re,@rd 
Fulcaael l i  and h i s  works, i n  the  l i g h t  df what I rn convinced i s  
souna evidence thz t  he Jean-Julien Champagne ? Should the  e n t i r e  
F U c m e l l i  z f f e i r  be relagcted t o  the  category of an e:ctremely clever 
hoz?: or,  z t  t t h  most, conspiracy ? 

Certzinly not. I firmly believe thtlt the re  is  probably more t o  
be learned from a sustained znd de ta i l ed  s t u Q  of Fulcanel l i ' s  two 
:rorks t h m  from most other hermetic sources of the  psst  century. (Unfor- 
tu-~ately ,  Les 3eneures Philosophales has not yet  been published i n  
h , ~ l i s h ,  nor. equally re,zettablp, have the independent work- of 
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~ z i s e l i e t .  ) I & not; however, suggesting tha t  they a re  the  On1 :-ror!cs 4 w r t h y  of study. Coclzen 2nd Lapidus, f o r  eremple, are only two of the  
more recent elchemical authors whose books contzin s ignif icant  material. 

I n  any ccse, I suspect thz t  t h e  Fulcanel l i  ' f i l e '  i s  f a r  from 
closed. In  1935 - three  years a f t e r  the  death, from gangrene ,of 
Je~n-Jul ien Chr-n?a@e - it was runoured i n  occult c i r c l e s  i n  Pcr i s  
tha t  e t h i r d  vorlcby Fulcanel l i  was t o  be published. Canseliet ,  i n  tha 
Second Preface t o  5es 3eme-ares Philosophales (~ean-Jacques Pzuvert, 
P ~ r i s ,  1364), r e f e r s  to  it as  F in i s  Gloriae iiundi. He nays an actual  
nznuscript Frrs e::t?.nt .but tha t  h i s  iiaster took it back before h i s  



Ccn .ire, perhaps, hope tha t  soneCay the :rork w i l l  re-emerge t o  
complete vhet rrould be a unique znd highly valuable t r i l o n .  

"ere t r e  other reasons f o r  not closing t h e  records on Fulcanelli. 
I f ,  a s  I f i n l g  believe, he Ins Jean-Julien Ci.;?npagne, ~rhat  a r e  tre t o  
nalce of alleged encounters rrith the Iiaster - a f t e r  Champz,gels death ? 
it is rrell lnorm tha t  the  researcher Jzcques 3ergier c l r ined t o  have 
net Palcznel l i  i n  1937 (vide, The Dam of ?:zF;ic, Panther, 1964). And 
Cmsel ie t  himself has claimed tha t  he has met h i s  former Xaster b r ie f ly ,  
on a t  l e a s t  one occasion. 

Before dismis;ing these asser t ions  out of hand, one must consider 
other, s imilar  cases i n  the  his tory of alchemy : sightings of Flame1 
i n  India some txo centuries e f t e r  his supposed death, t h e  lgost-rr,orten' 
ihsonic a c t i v i t i e s  of the  Comte de Saint-Zerrnain and the  even l a t e r  
encounters with him i n  the  l a t e  Thi r t i es  on the  Orient E q r e s s ,  descr- 
ibcd by :lellesley ?uiror Pole, spring quickly t o  mind. 

Outside the  alchemical ewa ,  we mzy even be dealing here with 
?n%nonene of the  order of Padre Pio's well Eocunented facul ty  of bi- 
location j or of something i n  the  nature of Lao's a a t e r i e l i s a t i o a  t o  
D r  C.C. J u q  i n  Suitzerland, a psychic event r.~hich no koubt contributed 
t o  renave2 in te res t  i n  alchemy, i n  fbe psychological f ie ld .  

I n  Cansel ie t ls  case, he claim3 t h a t  he received a 'su:nonsl t o  
ceet riklcznelli i n  1952 i n  Spain. His passport - which was clandestin- 
e l y  Sean by an independent, impartial  witness - showed thz t  a t  t h a t  
period, he had indeed been t o  Saain. :Ihat he may hzve encountered 
there  i s  mother  s tory ... which I am reserving f o r  my book. 

One t U 3 g  is  certain. Jezn-Julien Chmpagnels body nay l i e  beneath 
the  nociest Lrave a t  kmouville-les-Gonesses, but the  i l l u ~ i n a t e d  
s p i r i t  of Palcznel l i  i s  assured of i m o r t z l i t y ,  so long as  h i s  books 
zre  ~ ~ i l a ' o l ~  a d  the re  a re  t r u e  seekers on the path of the  Great tIor4. 

A collection ofSacre&~ayick .~om 4  he Esoteric Library 



The Rosicrucian Canons of Benedict Hilarion 1622 

1 That metals and other minerals are  found only i n  mountains md 
u d e r  ear th  of Sa l t ,  Sulphur a d  iZercury. 

2 That t h i s  earth is  inpre,qated by Hature with milera1 water. 

3 Thzt trhilst the ne te l s  gror.r undisturbed the  root of a l l  ne ta l s  
cones forth. 

4 Thzt this is the f i r s t  matter of the  :iise, whom Cod has nadc glad 
by iao;.~led,-e of the  Iiost High 1.iastex-y of Bature. 

5 That the  vtr tue  of t h i s  nature is i n  t h e  bocy, t h z t  is, i n  Sa l t ,  
trhich Sz l t ,  or the  bo8y, maintains t h e  Sulphur or i:ercury, otherwise 
S p i r i t  a d  Soul, trith i t s e l f .  

6 Tm: the  na t te r  of Highest Lzstery is found i n  f i r e  o r  water or i n  
i,r;l~~re-gneted trzter, trhich wster i s  not moist and does not vet the  
fingers. 

7 That a l l  things a re  one thing only. 

8 Tkat t h i s  %niter camot abide without earth,  trhich e s r t h  nourished 
f i r e  3nri a i r  by the  act ive  s p i r i t  of the  Creator. 

9 TIE% the re  is a gerpetual intercourse of t h e  3ivine Zssence with 
crezted boekies. 

10 That the  Divine Sssence i s  rnazifested through f i r e  and water, a s  
throush S ~ i r i t  2nd Soul. 

11 P b t  Crezted things a re  brouxht f o r t h  and mznifested by ear th  and 
wzter, as t 2 r o u ~ h  bodies. 

12 Thzt herein l i e s  t h e  sccrzment and q y s t e r j  of t h e  corres~ondence 
3etrreen the Philosoghical work of highest science, zad '.he hzrmony 
of t h e  Sncrosanctlg Divine Trini ty ,  even as  &gon and Pzrergon. 

Glory unto God zlone. 



THE: FOUR FIRE F2STIVALS 
a four pzr t  se r ies  

Part Three 

BELTANE'S PURIFYING FIRES 
Colin Murray @ 

The Bard addresses his Soul 

Soul, since I was made blameless of necessity 
True 'tis w e ' s  ne tha t  thou didst fashion me ; 
Neither f o r  m y  own sake, dezthls  end, nor f o r  beginning 
Was I created, seven senses winning, 
Seven created things t o  pur i fy  - 
I n  my beginning gleaming f i r e  was I, 
I rizc dust of earth,  a d  then grief could not reach me, 
I wzs high wind, which mostly good did teach me, 
I was mountain m i s t ,  seeking supplies of deer 
I was blossom of t r e e s  which once the ear th  did  wear - 
Soul, since it was the  Lord himself tha t  blessed me, 
It should be well f o r  thee, matter possessed thee. 

6th  Century : Black Book of Carmarthen V I  

I n  my beginning gleaming f i r e  was I ............. 
From Breton and Gaullish t radi t ions  the  Cel t ic  year was divided by the  
four f i r e  f e s t i v a l s  in to  two halves t the  dark half  from Samhain t o  
Beldan, 31st October t o  1st May i n  our Calendar ; and the  l i g h t  b l f ,  
from 1st May t o  31st October again. This yearly pat tern closely follows 
t h e  monthly lunzr pzt tern according t o  the Coligny Tablet calendar, 
where the  month starts x i t h  the  l a s t  quarter moon, the  dark half  of the  
month, and culminates with the  w i n g  moon. Thus l i g h t  flows a f t e r  e 
period of d m b e s s .  

Naturally the  pat tern of l i f e  tdces this cue and marriages were 
not solemnised during the dark half of the  year. I n  the  lunar calendar, 
s+.arting with the  'old Year1 of 31st October, the  seventh lunar month 
s t r d d l e s  May Day. I.Iay day is  therefore a turning point, i t s  Oak Hane, 
Duir, r e f l e c t s  the  l ightning struck O a k ,  the Divine Fire  tha t  comes down 
t o  burs t  +.he Oak with superhuman e n e r a .  
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This cuality of illumination, of Divine inspiration takes pract- 
i ca l  r ea l i t y  i n  the old custom of Fire Festivzls. Clearly,the Fires z t  
Sambain are a purgative, the burning sense of  removing unwanted dross, 
the cleaning u? process before the coming r igors  of winter. It is quite 
remarkable how this intention has carried over into the November the 
Rlfth festival,  with i t s  r i t u a l  effigy burning and sp i ra l  catherine 
wheels of fire. The destroyer of the forces of order i s  himself burnt 
i n  e f f i a  anand the onlookers are relieved of t he i r  past troubles, i n  
preparation for  the coming winter- 

A s  i s  commonly s t i l l  held i n  the Celtic Eomelands, for  three 
days the s p i r i t s  of the dead world are in di rec t  contact with the living. 
In  Breton traditions, based on early Welsh ideas, the doors of the under- 
rrorld, the sidhe, are r i t ua l ly  opened on the f i r s t  evening. The next day 
follows  nth a v ig i l  and the l a s t  day involves closing the doors of the 
underworld. A r i t ua l  l ibat ion is made to  the deceased and the enhanced 
perception given by t h i s  contzct between the two halves, the dark and 
the l ight ,  that make the world, produces the inspiration that  i s  reflect- 
ed in the Divine Fire. In  folklore t h i s  has become a series  of games 
played between the questioner and the  'unknown1. Recently these have 
become less  serious involving questions of future husbands f o r  young 
girls. A t  the same time when the primitive t r i b a l  clans were held 
together by Druid trained pr ies t s  t h i s  perception would have t &en on 
a deeper significance for  the whole community. The old groups were held 
together by participation, in a wag which has been to t a l ly  l o s t  today. 
The 'magical* perceptions of group release, of inspired guidance, of 
greatly strengthened powere through corning together &-e only rarely seen 
these days, mostly a t  great times of c r i s i s  o r  rejoicing, such as a t  the 
winning of w a r s  or the Jubilee of the reigning I.lonarch, t o  quote a 
recent example. 

l e  do not have so much respect for  natural rhythms, for  seasonal 
patterns, t o  re la te  simply to  these underlging patterns any more. Never 
theless we are biological organisms closely related to  the common whole. 
Our sp i r i tua l  eyes open and close l i k e  flowers i n  the rotat ing pattern 
oftheyearly dance. 

The pattern that  shows i n  the old Beltane Fires l inks the i n d i v  
idual, the family and the whole community. With f i r e s  on the carns or  
tops of h i l l s  throughout the land, a l l  would feel  part of the whole. 
Each family would extinguish its hearth f i r e  before the fes t iva l  and 
receive the new f i r e  a s  a divine gif%, as the flower receives the nec- 
essary pollen, allowing it to  continue u n t i l  the next seasonal change 
tine. 

Zach cocarmnity cleaxly developed i ts  own special r i tuals .  Pe 
hear of f i r e s  being bui l t  around t r ees  + Eire. In  Cloghzunnatinny i n  
County Clare the nme means Clochir-bile-teine or  'the stepping stones 
of the f i r e  tree' ,  from a large t r e e  under which iiiay Fires use& t o  be 
lit. No doubt dances around the f i r e s  took place as  well as  the more 
comnon passing through two f i res ,  which purified the person and the 
ca t t l e  against il lness. The Fire has become a group focus of stren&h 
which imparts its knowledge t o  individuals. The sacred dance might take 
the forn of a 1.Iaze Dance, as for  example i n  Alkborough, Lincolnshire 
(see figure), where villagers, a s  l a t e  as  1866, played %lay Game8 around 
the Uase, sometimes called here Gil l ianls  Bore. These Ifay Dznces on 
Troy Tocms, or Kaees, l ink back to  the close Celtic-Creek l inks of 
Carn Games . . . . . . . . 
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" Julirn'r Baau." Alkborough. La. 1Fmm a litho. 
suppM by Rev. G. Torke.; 

" Troy-town."Somerton. Oxca. (Fmm sketch by 
0. W. Godwin.) 



To return t o  our c a m  f i r e s ,  it was custonary f o r  the  Lord of 
t h e  place, o r  h i s  son, o r  some other person of dis t inct ion,  t o  take the  
e n t r a i l s  of the  sac r i f i ced  animal i n  h i s  bands, and tracing barefoot over 
the  coals thr ice ,  a f t e r  t h e  flames had ceased, t o  carry them s t r a i t  t o  
t h e  Druid, :iho waited i n  a whole skin a t  the  Altar. I f  the  noble m a  
escaped harmless, it was reckoned a 9 o d  omen, welcomed with loud acclzm- 
at ions  : but i f  he received any hurt, it was deemed unlucky, both t o  the  
community a d  t o  'himself. 

I n  this example quoted by John Toland, t h e  communitg i s  r i t u z l l y  
represented by a Lord or  Iloble, who takes  on t h e  whole of the  burden of 
t h e  ,wup and whose sc t ions  r e f l e c t  upon t h e  fXture well being of +,he 
same 6 ~ ~ ~ p .  I n  order t o  survive the  actual  walking on f i r e ,  there  ~roulci 
have t o  be complete t r u s t  on both s ides  - of t h e  group i n  the  individual,  
and of the  individuzl i n  t h e  group. 

The strengthening of the  whole is t e s t e d  i n  t h i s  way with a 
p rac t i ca l  outcome .~h ich  uses the  special  character of t h e  psychic l inks  
a t  the  F i re  Festival t o  demonstrate t h e  balaace of forces inherer t  i n  
t h e  comnunity. This i s  t h e  l i n k  ~ i h i c h  w e  have so sadly l o s t ,  with our 
ra t iona l  s c i e n t i f i c  comnunity of spec ia l i s t s ,  who comnunicate so goorly 
with each other 2nd with t h e  (supporting) multitude. 

A t  t he  same time, whilst t h e  strongest communities could succeed 
i n  t h i s  show of comnunaltogetherness, it night be more su i tab le  i f  ve 
concentrzte on siclpler r i t u a l s  which a r e  not so dangerous f o r  the  
losers1 There is  a f i n e  t r a d i t i o n  of co l lec t ing  the sacred Dew a t  
sunrise,  on I!- morning. The old Druids held t h a t  water was especial ly  
powerful, and the  most powerful was t h a t  which appeared so lmegicallyl 
on the  morning of Beltane. '2uite recently,  on Arthur's Seat, a t r a d i t -  
ional Beltane F i re  H i l l  i n  Edinburgh, young people would come and 
col lect  t h e  dew which t z a d i t i o n a l l y  assured hea l th  and ha2piness f o r  
t h e  onsuing year. 

Mith t h i s  image of c lea r  dew z t  sunr ise  on Beltane morning, l e t  
t h e  o ld  D r u i d ,  Xilliam Blake speak . . . . . . 

Youth of delight,  come h i t h e r  
And see the  opening morn, 
Image of t r u t h  new born. 
Doubt is  f l e d  and clouds of reason, 
Dark disputes and &Ail teasing. . 
Folly  i s  an endless maze, 
Tangled roots  perplex her  ways, 
How many have f a l l e n  there? 
They stumble a l l  night over bones of the  dead, 
Bnd fee l  they h o w  not what but a r e ,  
And trish t o  lead others  when they should be lead. 

The Voice of t h e  Ancient Bard 
' r l i l l i a m  Blake : Songs of "Ecperience 
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XacGregor IIathers and 'The Solden Damf 

by I t h e l l  Colquhoun 

B number of boo!:s have been published i n  recent  years  on t h e  h i s t o r y  
of t h e  Heraet ic  Order o f  t h e  Golden Davm. O f  these,  E l l i c  IIowefs "?he 
Eagicians o f  t h e  Golden D a v ~ " ,  while being f a c t u a l l y  9 u i t e  secure,  
never the less ,  be t rays  h i s  lack  of em?athy with occultism o r  t h e  part-  
i c u l a r  p e r s o n a l i t i e s  involved. f iz -ncis  King's work "Ritual  iIagic i n  
Zn;lmdW, on t h e  o ther  hand is  r a t h e r  too sensa t iona l i s t ,  m d  he 
r e a l y  depar ts  from t h e  f ao t s  i n  order  t o  draw some point  strongly.  
I t h e l l 1 s  Cola.uhoun's book is,  hoaever, I bel ieve  t h e  bes t  trorlc published 
on t n i s  sub jec t  t o  dnte,  a s  she is  both  t r u e  t o  t h e  f a c t s  and z t  t h e  
szme time has a d e f i n i t e  empathy v i t h  the  sou l  of  IIacGregor IIathers, 
t h e  nos t  importcnt member of t h e  Golden Dz~rn. It seems t h a t  certe-in 
p r t t e r n s  of dcs t iny  i n  her  l i f e  have b r o w h t  he r  i n t o  a c e r t a i n  r e l a t -  
ionshig ~ r i t h  t h e  being of :;ecGregoz Eathers,  znd i n  t h i s  book she is  
able  t o  b r i n ~  :his grea t  o c c u l t i s t  a l i v e  before us. 

::athers has been badly t r e a t e d  by occul t i s t s (probab1;~ jealous of 
h i s  c r ec t ive  achievements), h i s to r i ans ,  and gossip-nonzers, and a l t h o u ~ h  
it is understandable t h a t  grez t  c r ea t ive  h u ~ z n  b e i n 9  o f t e n  arouse t h e  
~ r o r s t  s o r t  of c r i t i c i s m  from t h e i r  conteaporzries,  it must be t h a t , i n  
t h e  f u l l n e s s  of time, h i s  cont r ibut ion  t o  occultism i r i l l  be recorgnioed 
fu l ly .  Por su re ly  I.!.!a.~;hers deserves t o  be placed cmong the  rznL.s of  
John 3ee,  Tr i thenius ,  Xobert Fludd, 31emts!q, and Steinor.  I t h e l l  
Coln_uhounls book is  a g rea t  s t e p  i n  t h i s  t i r e c t i o n  of recognition of 
h i s  t r u e  s t a tu re .  

i-oct inports.ntly t h i s  boo!< hcs a coloured reproLuction of a p o r t r a i t  
of  i.;athers by h i s  wife lioina, novr i n  the  possession of I.iiss Colquhoun, 
e ? o r t r a i t  t h a t  revenls  a deeply s e n s i t i v e  soul ,  t he  ne lanchol ic  eyes 
r e f l ec5 ing  an inner  suffer ing ,  but wi th  a s t rong  sense of Durpose. One 
cnnnot r econc i l e  t h e  being behind t h i s  f ace  with the  Cro~rley in sp i r ed  
inege of t he  a u t o c r a t i c  d i c t a to r .  Af ter  see ing t h i s  p o r t r a i t ,  one 
susgects  t h z t  i.:athers eras more sinned asinst than  sinner.  

The boo:: diviCes i n t o  four sec t ions .  The f i r s t  s ec t ion  i s  zn 
account of  L i s s  Colr_uho~m*s or= sezrch  f o r  t he  GolCcn Jerm and t h e  
p e t t e n s  of des t iny  rrhich lend he r  towards resenrching c.nd wr i t i ng  
t h i s  book. 

I n  t h e  second p e r t ,  vre a r e  ziven a s  f u l l  account a s  i s  noss ib le  of 
i.:zthcrls l i f e .  For someone l i v i n g  so  =lose t o  our t i n e ,  It is  re:nFFrk- 
able  th?.t so  l i t - ; l e  i s  known of ;!ethers. The grea t  o c c u l t i s t  remains 
eni,matic, and feer contemporaries seen t o  have recorded zra deeply 
r evea l ing  in?ressions of t he  man. 

r,. ,-:c t h i r d  sec t ion  i s  n fill docunentztion, i n  grea t  d e t a i l ,  of  t h e  
vcr ious  occul t  i n i t i z t i v e s  i n  t h e  i o r n  of Zso te r i c  Orbcrs, r:hich : , b t h ~ r s  
tras i i r e c 5 l p  o r  i j d i r e c t l y  responsib le  f o r  br inging i c t o  t h e  world, znd 
inc ludes  cccounts of t h e  nzin personalities involve2 i n  the  ,porrth of 
.his  occul t  aovenent. 
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The 50ok closes x i t h  o section swir-r!&ririn~ son@ of the  eso te r ic  
idens nursueci i n  the  Goiden Ilzrm, under the  four heedines of ;Ye,-Fa, 
Snochiznz, lilcbemia a c 7 .  Y a t r a .  

155s Colquhounls ochievemont i n  vpi t ing t h i s  work h ~ s  I beiieve not 
been fuL1j recog ised ,  and indeed perhzps this a r i s e s  out of the  gre- 
j~:dices cr;nimt Mathers s t i l l  borne i n  geoples ninds by the  d i s to r t ions  
occz.sioned by Croaley. 

Xiizt ?.!Z~~IPI.S 5ncarnated a t  the  e2d of the  19th c e n t w ,  s e t  the  tone, 
the  irirection of occultism todcy, and nany of us vrorkinc i n  t h i s  f i e l d  
nust, i f  :re are honest, t r ace  nzny of our idees g ~ d  our eso te r ic  direct-  
i ~ n  bzcl; ul-linztely t o  Ilzthers. 

I t h e l l  Col~~uhoun's book i s  the  only r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e ~ ~ o r k  on IIathers, 
2nd es-leblishes the  foundation fo r  assessing h i s  t r u e  being. >!o student 
o f  occultism czn afford t o  be without t h i s  va lmble  vxrrk. 

Tho S7:ord O f  ::isbon : iizcclregor i7kthsrs  2nd the Golden Dam by 
by I t h e l l  Co?,luhoua via3 ~ u b i i o h e d  by QeviZle Spearnzn, London i n  1975. 
30779 2 1  i lh.ustrations plus a nunber of t zb les  E4.95 HB 

Reviews 
T B  ART OF DISTILL1TION by John French 
Pora Publishers, P.O. Box 2225, Custom Rouse Stat ion,  
32n Francisco, California,  USA 94126. 1978 
183pp Large Formt  Sp i ra l  Bound PB j12.00 

This is a repr int  of a l a t e  work on Physical hlchenlp. John f i ench ls  
A r t  of Dis t i l l a t ion  was f i r s t  published i n  1651 and achieved consider- 
able reputation a t  tha t  time as  a c lear ,  concise statement of the  
methods of Physical Alchemy. French was a Docfor of Physidc and indeed 
much of h i s  t ex t  focusses on the  medical uses of alchemical preparations. 
The book centres upon t h e  various methods and apcaratus used i n  the  
process of d i s t i l l a t i o n  and inclucles may  recipes  with precise  ins t ruct-  
ions. This work is a r i n n r i l y  p rac t i ca l ,  though it occasionally makes a 
nore p h i l o s o ~ h i c a l  point, and presents a good picture  of the  concerns 
and methods of an a l c h e n i s t / a p ~ t h e c a . ~  during t h e  seventeenth century, 
a d  gives us a glimpse of an aspect of Blcheny r a r e l y  discussed todoy. 
An ~n t ro6uc t ion  i s  provided by Frater  Albertus of the  Parzcelsu3 
Research Society, and one sus?ects t h a t  many members of t h i s  remarkabg 
orpcnlsation w i l l  value t h i s  work highly. The Paracelsus Research 
Society, and Frator Blbertus i n  par t icular ,  has done much t o  f o s t e r  
over the  lest decede a r e b i r t h  of i n t e r e s t  i n  the  p rac t i se  of Physical 
Alchemy. This is not a facsimile edition. The t e x t  k s  been e n t i r e l y  
rese t ,  with nodern English s>el l ing,  a d  includes  many ckrming ~:oodcut 
i l l u s t r c t i o n s  of Alchemical appzratus. One can only greet x i t h  del ight  
th in  repr in t  of a important t ex t ,  end hope th3.t Para Publishers t r i l l  
3e ?.ble t o  p b l i s h  other important source material. 



ROBERT EZUDD Hermetic Philosopher and Surveyor 
of Tvro :iorlds by Joscelyn Gochin 
Thames and Hudson 1979 g6pp Large Tormat PB E2.95 

A t  l a s t  some publisher has taken the i n i t i a t i v e  and published a book 
on Robert Fludd, t h e  seventeenth century Rosicrucian apologist, who i s  
now universal ly  recognised as  possibly the  nost important : n i t e r  i n  
t h i s  sphere. To date  rie 0317 have J.B. Craven's excellent book u i t h  
its sunnar.ry of Fluddls philosophy, but now Thames and Rudson have 
brought us, a s  par t  of t h e i r  A r t  and Imagination Series,  t h i s  new book 
on Fludd by Joscelyn Godwin. The approach is  through the remarkable 
De Bry engravings t h a t  i l l u s t r a t e d  Fluddls great encyclopaedic tomes 
of eso te r ic  knorledge. I n  the  absence of t ransla t ions  of these trorks, 
these i l l u s t r a t i o n s  are  the  only tray of encountering h i s  philosophy. 
126 i l l u s t r a t i o n s  a re  included with qui te  len,-thy explanations by the  
author, riho a l so  quotes passages t ransla ted from r'ludd tha t  describe 
the  inner  content of the  symbols. These are  introduced i n  seven sections 
covering t h e  I.lacrocosm, Cabbala, Pyramids end I.Ionochords, the  Winds and 
Wezther-Glasses of Fluddls s c i e n t i f i c  physics, :,Ian the  I~iicrocosm, the  
Ape of Nzturre, and the licrocosmic A r t s .  It is  excellent t o  see so many 
of the  Fludd-De Bry en,gravings gathered together, but although i n  some 
czses t h e  e n , ~ a v i n ~ s  k v e  been screened as  half  tones, a technique 

. 

i:hi~h does not r e a l l y  do them just ice ,  ra ther  than printed as  l i n e  
or iginals ,  one must not be too ins i s ten t  i n  cr i t ic ism on :his point, 
uhen one r e f l e c t s  on the  extremely reasonable p r ice  of the  volume. 
Certainly a book tha t  w i l l  be needed by the student of the  Pestern 
Occult Tradition i n  order . to  assess the  contribution of Robert Fludd 
t o  Rosicrucian Philosophy. A most comprehensive bibliography on Fludd, 
toeether with a short  introductory study, make t h i s  a vzluable source- 
work. One can only look forward t o  the  conrpanion volume on AthEnasius 
Kircher by the  same author which i s  announced on the cover. 

Idols ,  Inages and Symbols of the  Goddesses Egypt-Part I r ISIS 
b_v Lawrence Durdin-Robertson Cesnra Publications. 
~ k t i n g t o n  Castle, Clonegal, Enniscorthy, $ i re  1978 
46pp PB E1.25 

Another of the  Fellovrship of I s i s  s e r i e s  of booklets, t h i s  time concen- 
t r z t e s  on Isis. 44 close written pages are  required t o  introduce us 
t o  the  archetypal Goddess Isis. I n  the  f i r s t  par t ,  the  zuthor covers 
Isis i n  the  E m t i a n  Dynastic period fron various points of view - a s  
Queen of Egypt, i n  animal forms, vrith other groups of d ie t i es ,  t h e  
i7ysteries and Ri tes  of I s i s ,  the  amulets and r i t u a l  objects connected 
with I s i s .  The second par t  introduces Isis i n  the  Greco-3oman period 
showing how t h i s  archetypal qoddeas becvne merged and assimilated with 
other Goddesses. A s  with other of Lavrrence Durdin-Robertson's books, 
many quotations and l i t e r a r y  sources a re  meticulously detailed, and 
these booklets a re  essent ia l ly  sourceworks, reference works which one 
can ~ e l y  upon f o r  accurate and detai led information. Indeed when t h e  
complete se r ies ,  tihich goes under the  t i t l e  - Comnunion with the  Goddess, 
I.Ianudl of the  Fellowship of Isis - has been issued, one t r i l l  hzve an 
encyclopaedia of Goddess Xisdom. One can only respect the  author f o r  
h i s  vis ion and dedication t o  the  t ask  he hzs s e t  himself. 



"-7 L.-L, COI~PL5PZ ZIIOCFLii 2ICTIC:!.'3T by 3onzlL Lzycock. 
'.skin u o i i s i i e r s  1278 
?72?? ?3 ZC14.60 

It is  2rulg za ineiczt ion of the  poirer and i n t e e i - c y  of John Dee's 
k o c h i m  :;*cal System, fb.t j7O years a f t e r  his death aeople m e  
s t i l l  rrorldng :dth h i s  ideas 2nd h i s  a o c h i t n  Lan~uage. The s t o r 3  
behina t h e  ihochiul system is  one of ".e most f a s c i n ~ t i n g  i n  the  
>Astory of occultism, and i n  the  introduction t o  t h i s  dictionary 
compiled by Donald Lzycock, the  h i s tc ry  of this i h g e l i c  Lansuqe, the  
r o l e  of %ward Kelly and Dee, i s  do-ented cnd explained i n  a thor- 
ough m3nner. Laycock olso touches upon p o ~ s i b l e  sources i n  other la- 
p % e s  f o r  sone of the  Lnochiul iiords, the  ,crammar and gronounciation 
of the  innbmge, and convincingly c?isnisses t h e  zr,gueme~t t h s t  3nochian 
i s  some kind of cipher. The preface by Stephen Skinner places this work 
of JOLT Dee in to  an h i s to r icz l  context and e:camines the  background from 
rihich t h i s  notable renaissznce genius an& megician energed, as  !:ell a s  
some of the  forces znd influences vihich shzped Dee's destiny. The 
dictionary section of sone 175 pages could not be b e t t e r  cr.r-~.n?nged, nor 
more comprehensive, and we csn see q u i t e  c lea r ly  t h a t  a ~ e s t  deal of 
systematic work must have been undertaken by Donald Lzycock i n  ? r e ? a r  
ing t h i s  section. 30th an Angelic t o  a g l i s h ,  and a 3 g l i c h  t o  h s e l i c  
;uorcilist, a re  ~rovi-Bed. So Tie hzve here an essen t ia l  guide t o  the  
h o c h i a n  Languqe, uld it i s  r igh t  t h z t  1~s:iin's hzve published t h i s  
d i c t i o n a ~ j ,  2s they !rere responsible a few years ago fo r  repr int ing 
I:eric Casaubon's 'A True and Fai thful  Relation ...', the  s p i r i t u a l  
d ia r ies  of John Dee covering the  period he received the  Zr.ochian corn- 
micat lons .  One notes tha t  they a l so  have ~ l a n s  t o  publish a t  a l z t e r  
Cate o guide t o  i%nochi;m I.kgyic, r.rhich s h a l l  ce r ta in ly  conplete a 
remarkable and essent ia l  t r i l o a  on Dee's contribution t o  the  :restern 
Occult Tradition. The Zhochizn Dictionary i s  well pr inted and bound, 
a d  bears a s t r ik ing  complex synbol gold blocked onto the  cover. 

TID ROUifJ ART !L;Le:strolo~ of Time an2 Space 
by A.T. i k n n  f ige r  Dragon's !.iorlb Imprint 1979 
Large Forcat 299pp I?B 2217.95 ?B L7.50 

A t  first glznce t h i s  m i &  a??ecr t o  be one of those glossy, N1 
colour, l cz r~e  fornat,  cof fee - t~b le  boolcs on Lstroloiy - looking sood 
b-at irith r.0 content. But here one xould be d t e  mistaken. For ;rithin 
t h i s  formct, the ~ u b l i s h e r s  have allowed A.T. llann t o  coa?ile zn 
ecotzr ic  interpreta t ion of is t rology of p e a t  depth ?.ni thorou;;hness, 
The intzoductory cha2ters cover the  h i s to ry  of the  'round a r t 1  6f 
i s t r o l o g .  There follows a section which d e t a i l s  the re la t ionship 
between the Smth  2nd the  Celest ia l  Sphere, t h e  movenents o f  the  Sun 
plailets w d  Srcxs arouzzd the 3arth. ?he zuthor a l so  introS.uces a new 
conce3t of t i n e  i n  Astrology - the  Logarithmic Tine Scale, r:hich had 
i ts  or igin  i n  Rob-ejr Collins r:ork, out of t h e  OuspensLc/Gurdjieff 
system. ikm develops t h i s  in to  a Logarithmic House systen of great 
c o q ~ l e r i t y  but elso great value as  a systen of sgnthesis,  vhich uni',es 
t i n e  m d  the  in&ivic?ual, 'and zictut-es this rela t ionship from a new 
>ers?cctive. !:ore s o l i d  s u b s t a c e  is  ~ r o v i d e d  by an er tensive l is t ing;  
of cor~espondencas, of the  S i , ~ s ,  Houses, Planets,  Aspects, etc. 
-h i s  book i s  so r i c h  i n  i l1ustr; i t ive materiel  grovided by the  author, 
:iho mst also be con,-ratulated f o r  t h e  excellent design cad lzyout 
which he a l so  i s  resyonsi5le for. C e r t ~ i n l y  not =n elementav ir.troduct- 
ion t o  A s t r o l o 5 ~  for  beginners, but a book tha* irifroduces and develops 
a new 2ictme of Astrology, thz t  has drawn heavily upon research from 
o ~ -  Gim century. 



CASTLE OF AIR A Sey t o  the  Uisdom of the Ages a , l d  the  Grail  
by Miciz-.el Beckett gr ivctaly  pablisned from 15 ;lev Lene, 
i sees  10. 1973 2 5 ~  51.00 Ler,se format ?3 

Tha cuthor seelcs hcre t o  ?rovide a ::ey t o  the  cycle of legenls a d  
s:-~bolisn coni-iec~e.' rrith rhe Creil ,  ~:ITOLLZ:I ?cr5fculc^.r lzr;-e scale  
r ; eoza t ic  32-ttems nsp3ed out on the  l a d  of 3ou',hern Bri:;in, by c e r  
~ c i n  import a t  centres :;izll de f in i t e  Grzil connections, e i the r  -:bzou~h 
L-- b- ..dition o r  throuch symboilc inference. In  recent yecrs t h i s  nerr 
eso te r ic  science of Sccrea !:eonetrg hzs zrisen, 2nd ir. e sense i ts  
? r t c t i t i o n e r s  2re nttempting t o  bring synbolic o r  eso te r ic  idezs in to  
outrra-d form a s  a r t t e r n s  on the a r t h ,  and i n  2- strange :rzy ire k v e  
here a p n r s l l e l  irith Alchemy. 15 is  perhz7s too soon t o  be zble t o  
assess the  v e l i d i t y  i n  physical terms of t h i s  kind of theorising, or 
of ::hat the  in?l iczt ions  of t h i s  new esoter ic  science a re  f o r  the  
ongoing occult  t radi t ion,  lioowever rrri ters l i k e  these  a re  t o  be encour- 
esed t o  research and publish t h e i r  material, so tha t  i n  ful lness  of 
time rre can gain a persoective on t h i s  work a d  see just  horr it c3n be 
used, 
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