
The Golden Dawn version of the Tower ;. ,.D very ,t . ..C,' . 1

	

t i i 1

with the traditional meaning of this trump . The Tower of _Q_ ; ,- -.se
should be viewed as an e.. tension of the Devil for the to ;o fi-yur •_ s
chained to the altar are now blasted 'out of the Tok ;e : - thro;. ;̀
divine intervention .

	

The archetypal meaning of thi . . t - .;mp h3 ::
its roots in the biblical Tower f Babel and the Postdi .uvian
Kings. Of this the Zohar says :

	

"'The beginning o-F him

	

i mrcd )
Kingdom was Babel", from which we gather,, i t was e ;rac -fir Lt
seduced the' Postdiluvians from the worhip and aervic_t -' `_ y
god, and introducing confusion and disunion amongst them, Ila
eventually in upsurping rule and sovereignty over theca =rd l2
them to a plain in the land of Shinar, by which is Rest*,'` .
from that time men forsook the wordh p of the Di fi r
live 'i n defiance of his law, then degenerated and ga'

	

2t-,
wholly up to the pursuit of worldly pleasures d
worshipping the creature rather than their creator who
forever . It is further related "And they said, go
build us ,-a city and a tower whose head may reach u7-;to
and let us make a name . . ." observe the words "And they
to, let us build us a city and tower whose tcp
heaven ." The term 'Habbah' (go to) 'whenever uLed in

	

r
always found in connection with something or a project ur -,r
by those who conceived it .

	

Their blind impulse t_o but 3

and tower arose only from wicked and foolish desire,
mated and prompted them to live

	

open revolt

	

airy'
One . '

In the ritual of the 27th Path of Peh (rely d

	

Mars, tie
candidate is told :

	

'Ere the Eternal instituted the Fog - in,_ttI _n,
Beginning and the End existed not . Therefore, before

	

In, t :
expanded' a certain Veil, and therein he i nsti . tutoti ttic

	

i ui ..al'
Kings and these are the kings who reigned in Edam be :fcre

	

~-~
reigned a King of Israel . But thoy subsisted not . W1 -, c_n thL Cart;-i
was formless and void - behold this is the reign c f Eh^; i .

	

ndl
when creation was established .

	

Lo, this 'i s the reign o f
And the Wars of Titanic forces i n the Chaos of crew t i t :,n, Lo,
these are the wars between them . From a Light-bearer of
table brightness, proceeded - a radiating flame, hurling • Ur Lh,
like a vast and mighty Hammer - , those spar I s which were .* the f . ry ;_ti
worlds . And these sparks flamed and scintillated awhile, but
being unbalanced, they were-extinguished . Since- lo, the kings
assembled, they passed away together, they themselves beheld so
they were astonished . They feared . They hasted away. And these



L12 /p-

be the Kings of Edom who reigned before the ei - r o'

	

King c . ar
Israel .

The Dukes of Edom were ;amazed

	

trembling th'-r"

	

•t

the Mighty Moab .- Lord, when thou-wentes't out of SEIR,
marchedest out of the field, ; of Edom, ; the Earth trem" ::'
heavens dropped - the, Cloudso also, dropped Water .
said the Angel of . the Lord - curse ye bitterl
therefore, because they came not to the help of the
help of the Lord against the Mighty . . . . he bowed the
and came down and the darkness was under His Feet .
est that was before Him, the thick clouds p .assud
and flashings of Fire . The lord : thundered through
and the Highest gave forth His Voice-Hail-stones and
Fire. He sent hisarrows and scattered them :

	

hi_ :r
li g htnings and destroyed them

This gives an indication of th background
associated to this trump . Though a omev .hat zu't j
when taken in context with the 7ohar it does vhos • .
ing. The further descriptions from the CTtY : path
tamed in the' .Fhilosophus Ritual in the "Corrpl
also add additional information on the cards meaning .
itself, Mathers says : 'It represent=:; a Tower str, -
ing Flash proceeding from a rayed circle and

	

r- rrinating
triangle. It is the Tower of Babel struck by Fire from He •
is to be noted that the triangle at the end of th
Flash, issuing from a circle, farms t'xac

	

the
symbol of Mars . It is the power of the tria r,_tht ;i

troying the Columns of Darkness . Three ho

	

a+ -, ent
walls, symbolising

	

'the establishment of the Tri

	

rai r ;
Crown at the summit of the Tower i s falling,

	

the

	

own
Kings of Edom fell, who are also symbolised by the ven
headlong

	

On the righthand side of the Tower is LIGHT 3 ;

representation of the Tree of LIFE by the ten cirul • tl-w;'_

posed . On the left-hand side of the Tree i s '! ;4F:KNEC
circles symbolising the OLIrPOTH .

I

The Tower

	

also a ymbol of man : i ;rsel f with
destruction being brought down upon

	

o .vn 1 wo; '
fact the Tower i s the Middle Pillar,

	

ve man, : iavi r-rt

	

ri
to choose-which :- side of the Tree it will lean to for iLw - .4-.pport-
In this instance it has drawn from martial GeLurah and uc' ;- h
been felt the tempest . The figures also show the temporary cQi . ., ..._
cept of power . The important thing to real i _se here -i = (ii it the
Tower is based an a philosophy that has no true weight or "t-
stance, i n short, dreams that can never' be . The twelve paints
contained in the three concentric circles also stand 'or '_the
unification of the twelve tribes of Israel which forces 1_h ,
closure - of the reign of the Kings of Edom . The three concentric

t

	

, r L)
the bright :

ii-Sto & .Z
Nua . .Li

ga c c
t1:



t

circles that they are ' en( .: t used i n rel to to the rea r
Limitless ti ght from -which al l power ir :u . t low hrur..g :-~ : .
has five points and and i s analogous t ;: the power o'
issuing -Forth from Geburah which o en tu ::.l y Lec
destructive .

title of the Blasted Tower
This relates to the Tower
the Kings of Edo(n .

The disk on the top right of the card ha- L! ;e point
in the Scarlet of the King Scale, as is the lightning
issues from it to destroy the Tower . The background, w ;
circ1 e, i s Poppy Red of the Cueen Seal e . Thu bac rc_)U ;
card is the complementary Green (to the King Scale), o
hand- side of the Tower is in its depth while on the
side of the tower, the Green becomes tran_lucei
are in the Madder, Red of the Prince Scale while t c C pL : . r v'_ i'1

are Cherry Red with an Amber circle around each nd .rep :;e Lc
the Princess Scale. The -figures falling from thc +_uwcr - _tr =- ' •C:
translucent colour of the King, Scale with complemcr
clothing . The earth' on which - the tower ~n,l ,L i

ta-tr - y Green - to the Cueer : Scale . The Crcwn un Tc we! ,-
poppy Red of the Queen Scale .
of .' the Princess Scale with e outli
three' spaces in the tower are
background coming throug

The psychological considerations show
vidual who has pushed too much energy into too confined
with the result being disasterous. The mill .r, t'- ..s
the area that has far ,exceeded the l i mi tati onta cf the
also shows no body-mind harmony and this ha~, re=ul
reinforcement within the self or no self-defence
against any outward problems . It also shows the indi
i ng the grati f i cati ons of the Lower Self tNi th no r-
of thissituation and try to better oneself

	

animal
has in fact taken over and all the passions nsual
that go with it are all fully activatod . and the i+tsi - •A dt:a
out of control . Here we have the rne,~~ .l um~ -. i ~ t

list, the - person who devotes his or her tremendoe ;s ener,
the lower appetites of human desires and who ride.. rou;jh .l t j ::'
will destroy anyone in their way . It becomes, power - , out of . ._r : . . : : . .

The ; al chemi cal aspect of this card i s the Al be :a . Par - 7.1 t_' fe
Anthor i s heated to the extreme until separation ocCux-. •-,, i l l ur .-
traced by the two bodies and the two aspects of the Treu on
side of the tower .

	

The ' king (shown as the crown on the tower)
has been transformed into these two melted bodies ; when reduced
to ashes are joined to the fire again as the fire gives freely of



its spirit to them .-

	

they maniffeztl _al:e it from '_h

	

-k

.h l l , j .amakes a .•

	

justt

	

at , .ctnd . : a!" .
to them a vita.l spirit soul'

-1,1,1,^, . ,1 .1.1 .1 .1r

DIVINATION

ON MATTERS OF Selfhoo

	

Scoff Projection ; new
nings;-,react ons to outside stimuli ; t C-

encounters :

Energy - that is containable must have an cutlet_ .

	

L .ttt. : _ :t
is found the Tower represents blind action,

	

L

	

t :-c i L
emotion and it even leads to fighting Or yUu tur - =r

	

L

into a battlefield of aggression and i nnermLl_ :t

	

tar I r

	

_

to health problems . Projects are no

	

un '-
conclusion as i nter ::st

	

er th :.uci aser,

	

'

	

r

There is opposition to any outwardeventual eruption . Damage and violence may ente . your
whatever

	

is, you will be made to f acs real i

	

T`:t~
however c n also how an e , -ol ut i onary

	

p!-7r - ] . ;'? rc e
own crea

ON MATTERS OF possessions and personal a'_tiU- -
personal

	

e torte and resources both i~

	

al

	

d
principle- d feelings ; management and C,

personal, commercia

	

governmental and national

	

f

directly relating

	

self

Oh' so impulsive ye vict m of circumstance,
considered to stop and think be-fore you

	

l' Ir U
Tower represents shattered dreafrrs, pILkns, conce-- p
sionment . The bare facts stand before you .

	

cr
after excessive material gain, resulting i n •r
Li on and disunion causes affairs to k- , p going
shows that a decision must be acted ;a n, : :,r,e

	

d c
which calls for aggrezsi've, decisive actio ;`„ ^° " :3pQ =a
are abandoned and there i s i nterverrti or r b • a t, ; : rd' ...

	

Lh i s
f or r_e i- ;3 Usuall'y' deestruct i v-~: . Courageo and

1r.11-1-1-_
. y t .., :, . . Cai

gar .' :.iii a phasse of operati on .

alr

t

ON MATTERS OF ; short journeys ; communications ;

	

-rol ati t..r, p..--;
brothers, sisters, neighbours, humour ; identity ;' early education ;
books; correspondence ; enlarging ones field of activity :



The Tower shows a breakdown i n comiuni cat of .

happens, perhaps through reci ::lwzsness during tr .+ .-
t .;or1s' .°,ip . :ihown abov_ •, arguments break out arc
Spared . Sac~ck:i :;y now_, i - ec~ vfad w,nd
writings, education or publication . This two' ., d he;~"

detention centres . People rise into act i o .t at nd

	

•::w-I- t
opinions,

	

using a total laci; of tact .

	

,i ztti_Cl P .~

	

=, . .,
here are juvenile revolts and with an outside ford
a destructive influence . This card aLiviccs thZ,t s c
to develop set- control . A child may

	

e ::p

ON MATTERS OF the end of one stage and the
another, the home and private life ; buildin
security ; emotions ; significant shifts in '
cerning the soul ; the occult in its practical trermrL .

A position of fall for

	

Blasted Tcwer .
breakups or early life e:;peri ence-

	

Parent,- .-t' con f l
lence. This card shows a breaking of home ties

	

+
emotional upset .

	

Someone may be thrown out
of Chaos, things can only get better . Cork ri
Tower shows ore acting in opposition to thu dictat
In the--fields of property and buildin6
property taxes, demolition, and a o
way of life has come abrupt

	

end,
but to start fre 4 .

ON MATTERS OF ove given ; creativity
will ; children ; entertainment ; recreation ;
the arts ;_gambl'

	

fulfill'ng potentialit

Here a person acts from fool

	

det i
impulse, seeking gratification of the owc'r
wish to better the self . In lave/roinance there i s
quarrels leading to breakups . Unwanted pr

	

a c, •
Lion and for some a miscarriage is indicate-d . Childrer,
accidents - or if aspected with the D_~th card

	

d th-
Swords, a death of a child- . Everything

	

d •• . :a tti ,

	

u

::~toCk a tall p

	

in` es+_menu show a poor r z. tl .ri-' ;~ .

	

C i .dt t .'n
to learn independence at an early

tigLi .

	

Due'to tirN - " ..>. i.: - ._.,
L ,

card here on a positive note, one could 's ay that orle , ._
felt so alive .

ON MATTERS OF sickness ; employment ; employees ;

	

al atiuns` -,i, .a
within the work environment ; conflicts ; service ; ones sense of
service ; the acquiring of skills ; psychology :



A job is left t_tndcr- unLhapp'f

	

E: _ .

I aoour' di • p,.ttes,

	

general di scoff-u,

	

ill t :: a't,ii`,1L ,

	

,' :y :_:
li:e?Ilt a .

	

TOl e aI'ice has run out' here l e-tv i n ;
that action must be taken to alter- t!,~ s1' '3'tiun aurJ
Course .̀appalrs . Health-wise thuro i s at

	

, ;'1er ij :'

	

d
rzz;.t1tl ig, therefrom ., Injur,, feverish sic1:^1e :a5 . ~

. ''`

drifted along in your structured li
an unavoidable awareness of your s
better and will take

	

f orce

ON MATTERS OF marriage and divorce ;
competitors,, adversaries, and known
relationships ; social interaction ;
i s lacking ; the workings of karma :

con trZAcL_:,

enemies ; par
the 1 ai,•j of c

The Blasted Tower represents discord
divorce, breaking of contracts and perhaps `vJn
becomes personalised, self-centered . The.
macy, and mi crocosmi cal l y :f itY:3Lcr'ocosmi c pct
the megalomania:=., however this sort sol
as there i s obstruction and opposition . i1atteer-
thrown out, you cannot turn back . The condition

unpleasant . There i s mi ser-y through Jecep
calamities. When will it end you might
started, however without self-defence
effects are felt on

	

fter .

ON MATTERS death and it

crime- and retribution ; legacies- ci!_hers
finances ; joint resources; moods ; se;; ; piritu&I
tion ; mystici n ; transformation ;

	

hotherapy :

In this po ition the 3lastad Tower show_
body, harmony .. There is intervention in pr-Dg- an
so, a- violent death, or violent sexual experie :'nice .
joint resources, legacies, taxes etc cause m .:tjor
perhaps revel ati vr-,s i n ones life . Beware rushi
financial deal's,' bankruptcy', anJ involvVirrert

	

;.t
cr- itnlria1 tendencies . On a differeni l.evel the .,>

	

_ 4t ;
revelation which causes -deztr.ucti or, to old

	

' -f -

	

T'
ad v i ses against Bpl .'"itual+s,li or rystic7 m a. the r- et>u1tL %,4c-Lt d
dis:asterous .

	

It also shows that, a crime' i ._ LC:>fi',rt ._ •' '.tLV, -,t_. .
controlled and if there is any transformation, it isi fcr-c,::d' .

ON MATTERS OF religion ; metaphysics ; philosophy; higher study and
education ; legal systems ; morals; i r, ti tuti ori:~ of
distance travel ; ,

	

exploration ;'

	

public

	

communi cati oris> ;

	

LI -, _-~



Lt,- ucti Lr ; i n order to obtain. pc f ec t i-Lri i-= the
fo

	

the, Blasted Tower- in `this po-siticr„

	

4

,shattered, and others ideals a.--t promoted throng`. ` .:.i,
revolt . There is a loss of faith' in roligionr:

of learning, resentment' of other vlr 11j~ :. its,
Consider the bloody battlefields in th~: name
mass murders, tortures and conquering of l an
religious' or sectarian beliefs . Students lea • :
travel i n search of themselves . The military, reap-'-
evangelists are represented

	

this card .

ON MATTERS OF public honour ; status ; 2.!nbit o,

	

an -. yca1
achievements ; profession ; the other parc :~r -;

	

cA!uses
recognition ; identity :

A reversal o for' tune

	

depi ad
There i s a desire for power

	

any co
for humanity . Destruction of a

	

n
ment is indicated . People getting the ov:er
have difficulty with those in authority

	

a
are sudden and if you push too much ernerg
the result will be di sasterous . O„ anct`!or
Tower represents an activa and excitiny
career' nd destruction of the old to build
it will

	

so show an identity crisis and di

ON MATTERS OF friends

	

income

	

loci

	

ance
ones attitud ; group activities ; government, cutr;
received; spiritual and intellectual

	

irat'_on
meat, what you yield and how you benef t others .

'Arguments with, or injury to
The Tower- also show general revolts and o

	

r uc"
or governments . Political parties loos eie__ions
social orders are thrown out .

	

stems, goo joornrw=nt`-
i,mpose their values or, others . Auton ;jr:: y
split . Ones beliefs and aspirations are h,--At' .,,ru A
of destiny is felt . The attitude shown here 1-:5

	

a dc
or die concept . Spiritual aspirations are chang d

	

'-hZT'c•

	

,_ .

1 ac : ::

	

of fulfilment .

	

What i s yielded i -L Cli,_lL'ti,

	

+SI'`.. .'lt i s

	

yc-' :• " :.

	

i

defeat, anger, and for sonic violence, Over,.:Al A-' T.

	

;-:L,

awakening and greater awareness occurs .

ON

	

MATTERS . OF - responsibility and contribution to

	

oth-.ors ;
humanistic concerns; karmic debts ; unresolved pro'olewi;s ; Iriddcn



with

	

the L_0risci at_ts .ni nd- hz v : :'lid

	

e L_ L- 1 trc .
Too much pride is ones' dawn-tall aid caUSOiL ope
an elT, r-.s secret so;:ual nvol vcmant is
soned will breast out, however in all aspects
, ;only at ;a cost . There iL a lot ci irlt~_r -nal rage, ti
over your will to a higher cause act ,

	

outlet
but i F you serve -your- own purpose thi s 11

	

_t

disaster .

	

Avoid employing your `ncr•gics in
Illness can be severe and require special

	

It :r
note for many an illness is caused through

	

r-1 Z' a!-I c. : -
rheumatism, arthritis etc . For some' the Toy+c

	

`~h
the conscious breaking

	

d the unconswiuuc mind
hidden realm.

NNNNN.~iNNNN

MED iTAT, I O

	

THE TOWER :

Let the Student f r
study each detail
owow-let-.the Student

3tLld'y' M

	

over

	

Y

1 symbol

	

: .aag
ok at the card a.nd reL

Writ down your overall im rezsion .

NNNNNNNNNM

ax errti se

Now paint this card with the above doscr bed
outlined drawing is supplied with this

	

orl .

MNNN^.N ^.NNM

L.

'
y ^r'

	

, ., .-1

resources, the uncor, Zc ous. ° sorrow ;,° heal ;.ail
enemies ;

	

hospitals,

	

3 •: c r c t 40CioLic

	

r :'~~,

	

~'c
idc'!' -Iti F .I. c L:-4.
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