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PREFACE

Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter.

Isaiah 5:201

What began quite by accident turned into a 20-year research and writing project.

In 1972, while taking courses on the Bible at a university in Texas, I happened upon a book that related certain Biblical prophecies I was interested in to what is generally today called "conspiracy" theories of history.

I come from a strong conservative, evangelical Protestant family. Both by religious upbringing and from study of the events and direction of modern history, I have long been convinced that we live in the "last days" prophesied in the Bible.

Like all believing Christians I understand history as a battle between the forces of good and evil, between God and Satan - from the Garden of Eden to the Second Coming of Christ.

As a Christian I also believe that Almighty God is the victor in this great battle, for He is sovereign over all events. He alone will permit the developments of the Apocalypse to mature within His providence and predestination. As Daniel 2:21 tells us, God "removeth kings, and setteth up kings."2
But to return to that long-ago day in 1972.

In a prayerful attempt to relate Bible prophecy to current events, I asked for God's special guidance as I searched for the meaning of God's sealed vision of Daniel 12:9. The prophet Daniel wrote of the progression of world governments, which would end with the kingdom of the Beast. In the last chapter of Daniel's book, God tells him, "Go thy way, Daniel: for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the end. Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall understand."

Pondering this verse from Daniel about the end-times, I recalled the burden of living in the last days, when Almighty God is revealing to "the wise" what He forbade Daniel to communicate. And I found myself drawn over and again to Revelation, chapters 17 and 18, which delineate in symbolic language the nature of the end-times.
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How will this great battle between good and evil, God and Satan play itself out, I asked. How are these Biblical prophecies related? If it is true that Scripture provides clues to interpret history, is there a definite political or historical shape to the drama of the end-times?

These were just some of my questions. Perhaps they are yours too.

Scriptural Clues to the "Mystery of Iniquity"

The apostle Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:3a, 7, 8a, 9-12 talks about the "mystery of iniquity" (emphases mine):

Let no man deceive you by any means.... For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he [the Holy Spirit] who now letteth [hinders] will let, until he be taken out of the way. And then shall that Wicked [One] be revealed.... Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

As Paul tells us in this passage, the Wicked One, Antichrist, who is indwelt by Satan, works by lies - by "lying wonders" and "deceivableness." And those who follow him have no "love of the truth": they abide in "strong delusion," believing "lies." In fact, Satan's human minions will attempt to "deceive" others by "any means."

It should come as no surprise that Satan, the Adversary, is the father of lies. For Satan has been active in the corruption of human affairs since he tempted Adam and Eve from righteousness in the Garden of Eden.

How far back can we trace the "mystery of iniquity" of which Paul speaks? Paul gives us a clue about its duration when he says that it "doth already work." Turning to the Old Testament, in Genesis 11:1-9, we find the first Scriptural account of the first organized attempt of "iniquity," when humanity tried to unite the known world in defiance against God:

Now the whole earth had one language and few words. And as men migrated from the east, they found a plain in the land
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of Shinar [Babylon] and settled there. And they said to one another, "Come let us make bricks.... then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth." And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the sons of men had built. And the Lord said, "Behold, they are one people, and they have all one language; and this is only the beginning of what they will do; and nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. Come let us go down, and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's speech." So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they left off building the city. Therefore its name was called Babel, because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth; and from there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth.3
From this passage in Genesis, we can conclude that the Adversary, for millenniums, has had a blueprint to throw off the yoke of God's authority. Satan's plan from the start has been to gather mankind under the banner of a global government - what we call today globalism or the New World Order. Of course, as I have suggested, the primary prophetic guide for understanding the historical shape and drama of the end-times is Revelation 17-18. If you are not familiar with these two chapters from the New Testament, I suggest you read them now, since they are too long to reproduce here.

In chapters 17-18 of Revelation, John describes two powers as active in the last days. Initially these two powers are allied in some way, for John tells us that the harlot called MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS, is riding the Beast (Rev. 17:3).

Although seemingly united, Scripture reveals that the two powers are in conflict, each struggling to dominate the other. In fact that the Harlot rides the Beast is a figurative portrayal of her initial dominion. But "the beast will hate the harlot" and in the end he will conspire with ten kings, who burn the Whore (Rev. 17:16). The Beast will triumph over the Whore.

But the question remains, Who or What in historical terms is

MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS? And Who or What is the Beast?

Prophecy scholars have generally identified the Beast as a political power, the Harlot as a spiritual force or power.
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Twenty years of exploring and researching these questions have further persuaded me that the two powers described by John are initially allied in a one-world government, in which the Whore controls the Beast.

But we must remember that both powers are also in conflict. They battle for world dominion.

I have identified MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS, as a system that is idolatrous and pantheistic. The other power, the Beast, appears to be atheistic and humanistic. Both powers are anti-Semitic and anti-Christian.

At first, the Whore (who throughout this book I call Scarlet) controls the Beast. But in the end, the Beast destroys Scarlet, the Whore.

Scripture, History and Conspiracy

When I first read the book which presented a conspiratorial view of history some twenty years ago I was so shocked and disturbed by its contents and claims, I found it difficult to believe. My reactions were the same as many with whom I have discussed this subject since:

You must be out of your mind! What do you mean "conspiracy"? How could an intrigue run through all of history?

Many non-Christians especially ridicule any suggestion of such an intrigue. They maintain that all events 'lust happen."

For someone to suggest that a thread of conspiracy is woven through past and current political events and that such a conspiracy is shaping future events provokes hostility. Why? Because to accept such a view requires a radical change of perception of world history.

My doubts however were short-lived.

As a Christian, I accept the fact that Satan is the ancient Adversary and Deceiver of humanity. I also know that because Satan is a spirit, he must rely upon and perfect his work through mortal men.

I also believe Paul's statement in 2 Thessalonians that "the mystery of iniquity doth already work." I discovered that the Greek word "mystery" in this verse means "a secret through the idea of silence imposed by initiation into religious rites."4
In Revelation 17, we find the same Greek word, "Mystery, Babylon the Great," referring to the future Babylon which will be destroyed by the Beast's end-time government.

If we connect the mystery in these two passages, can we not conclude that the "Wicked One" will gain power by clandestine means through a mystery religion? A mystery religion which millenniums

4

ago first attempted to unite the known world in defiance of God at Babylon. A mystery religion that Revelation reveals will command the Beast's global empire before her destruction by fire.

But when will this all come about? According to 2 Thessalonians the Wicked One cannot secure power until "he [the Holy Spirit] be taken out of the way." Protestant theologians hold that the exiting of the Holy Spirit from the world will coincide with the Rapture of the Church.

My earthly father, a prophecy teacher, taught that the Rapture or removal of Christians from the world before the Great Tribulation would cause international chaos. He held that when Christians are taken out of this world, a wicked man, called the Beast, will instantly form a global government. The Beast will then rule with brutal force.

I still accept this scenario of the last days, but with some reservations as to the sequence of events. Even as a child I wondered how a kingdom so vast and complex as that described in Revelation 17 and 18 could suddenly appear overnight. No power on earth had ever advanced so rapidly. Why should this power be an exception? I reasoned that such an empire must be conceived and gestate. After birth would follow stages of growth, requiring time and patience. Only then could such a government or empire flex its power. To my understanding, the development of such a power would need decades, if not centuries to complete.

If my assumption were correct, I could search history and find the beginning of the Adversary's empire. I began to explore recent conventional histories, searching for answers. But none were forthcoming in generally accepted historical works. They seemed strangely silent.

It was then I stumbled upon my first "conspiracy" book.

Revisionist History

The intrigue outlined in the "conspiracy" history I read in 1972 conformed to my Scriptural understanding that the Adversary's plan for an end-time government would be housed within a secret mystery religion and that it would mature by clandestine means.

The thesis of this ''conspiracy'' or ''revisionist'' history, as books on this subject are often called, was that a definite conspiracy has been active in the events of the last 200 years. The author further claimed that the conspiracy was a continuation of Satan's age-old plot against God and humanity. It was this convergence with Scriptural
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understanding that frankly shocked me and caused me to review my own skepticism regarding "conspiracy" theories of history. To maintain my intellectual honesty, I felt compelled to examine this view of history further.

The book I read, as well as the hundreds of other books and documents I have accumulated on the subject since, proposes that a conspiratorial group has been active through the last two centuries, working to unite the world under one global government.

It was the shattering experience of World War I that began throughout Europe and America a major re-thinking or revising of world history - thus the term "revisionist" history was coined in America in 1921 - although the first of this genre appeared as long ago as 1798.

In my examination and study of these materials I found general agreement on one fact. Each author describes and attempts to expose an organization, a secret society, cloaked in mystery, born over two and a half centuries ago. According to revisionist historians, this organization - operating a single conspiracy - attempts to control or alter world politics toward its goal of world domination.

Veiled in mystery, this society has an enormous membership, with over 9,000 operating centers worldwide. A select group within a central directory commands all centers with local agents working from each. Tens of thousands of individuals across the nations can be activated at any given time by the collective voice of the central directory.

I discovered, however, that no author could with certitude name which individuals or group comprised the "collective voice" within the secret society. Thus they coined the term "hidden hand" to de​scribe the ultimate power or decision-makers driving the conspiracy.

A General Overview: The Octopus Theories

The literature of revisionist or conspiracy history has developed no less than eight theories to explain the purposes and activities of the single conspiracy each describes. I call these The Octopus Theories.

Some write that the Jesuits (the Society of Jesus, a powerful military priesthood in the Catholic Church) are the organizers and propagators of the conspiracy. Others claim the Illuminati, a secret society dedicated to the overthrow of absolute rule, arising in the age of enlightenment. Still others propose Freemasonry, the Jews, the Communists, world bankers, and multinational corporations.
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Most recently, the intrigue has been credited to the Oligarchy, the Pretenders to the old European thrones. This group consists of members of the wealthy families descended from the absolute monarchs of Europe who were dethroned during the numerous revolutions of the last 300 years. Initially I was baffled by so many conjectures and apparent contradictions in the accounts of the conspiracy. I raise one objection, as a typical example, regarding the oligarchy theory: the revolutions which convulsed Europe cast out kings and their wealthy cohorts. Why would the same class be involved in the intrigue which eliminated them in the first place?

In spite of these difficulties, I found that each of these entities described and investigated by various authors were, in some way, involved in a plot. In fact, an author exposing any one of the eight groups could present so much convincing evidence, that without knowledge of the peculiar role played by each of the others in the whole, he or she could present plausible proof that the entity was indeed the "hidden hand" in control of the conspiracy to establish a one-world government.

I struggled with two more questions, however, in evaluating these accounts of the conspiracy. First, How can such a diverse group cooperate? Second, What keeps these men and women working their entire lives from one generation to the next without seeing the fruit of their labors?

Some authors propose that the conspirators have been motivated by greed for power. Others suggest they are driven by an insatiable desire for wealth.

Undoubtedly the conspirators have obtained wealth and power as the intrigue broadens. As a unifying factor, however, pursuit of wealth and power seldom brings cooperation. Instead it wreaks division.

Another seeming obstacle in the way of cooperation would be the professed, opposed religious dogmas and political theories of the eight groups. How could Jesuits, Jews, communists, aristocratic world bankers, members of the business elite, royalty, and even members of the Protestant clergy work toward a common ideal?

What could sustain this kind of enterprise, when its ambition is not realized in one generation? Conspiracy researchers have in fact coined the term "gradualism" to describe the slow progress by which the conspirators are achieving their goal. But how could these diverse groups work together without destroying each other in the process?

I found the answer to these questions, as I have already suggested, by turning to Scripture. Recalling Paul's statement in 2 Thessalonians, that "the mystery of iniquity doth already work," I perceived that

7

harmony among these groups could only be achieved through the unifying bonds of a mystery religion.

This mystery religion is the brotherhood of Freemasonry. I discovered that all conspiratorial players have been or are members of either the Masonic Lodge or its affiliate secret societies. The largest and most powerful mystery religion, or secret society as it is known today, on earth, Freemasonry permits all faiths and political parties within all nations to join its ranks without discrimination.

In my years of research into and evaluation of these books and documents, I also discovered that the controlling mechanism of the conspiracy, the so-called Hidden Hand was, and still is concealed within the highest degree of Freemasonry, the 33rd degree Supreme Council, whose members include Jesuits, Jews, communists, aristo​cratic world bankers, members of the corporate elite, royalty, and sad to say, many pastors of Protestant churches.

A Biblical Interpretation: One Conspiracy or Two?

Revisionist authors, as we have seen, lay the conspiracy at the door of the above-mentioned groups. All authors agree, however, that while there may be one conspiracy, two conflicts can be traced throughout modern history.

The first conflict, originating some 200-300 years ago, was the struggle of democracy against monarchy. The second conflict, in our century, has been that of communism against democracy. Revisionist authors claim that both struggles or conflicts were and still are manipulated by the same conspiracy. "Divide and conquer is the con​spirator's tactic," they write.

Here I faced the same contradiction as I did in my evaluation of the "oligarchy" theory: Why would a single group of people - the monarchy, for instance - who controlled the Old World Order, chance their own destruction to reach a goal of globalism? Why not set up a world government using the old system?

As I have said, most revisionist authors ascribe the direction and control of the plot to an inner circle, called the Hidden Hand. Only a few of these authors relate their data to Scripture, and then only in part. Fewer still examine their evidence thoroughly in relation to Apocalyptic prophecy.

A few see the conspiracy as a struggle between the forces of good and evil. The majority regard it solely as man's struggle against man for world dominion. Many claim that the original plotters, along with
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their successors, are on schedule with a pre-designed, precise blueprint.

However, I believe that it is humanly impossible and Scripturally inaccurate to assign such complete control of history to mortal men and women. No human being can know the future, much less manipulate it. Such an enterprise can be planned only gradually, stage by stage, and then only as the conspirators are "enlightened" by unseen powers. We must further remember that God is in sovereign control of all events and He alone will permit the Apocalypse to develop within His own time frame.

My conclusion, reached after many years of investigation, research and study - and always in conjunction with Scripture - is that the groups described by the octopus theory were and are allied in Freemasonry. Each group or entity has its role and task.

What allies the conspirators is their intense hatred of the Old World Order, and their mutual desire to establish a New World Order in its place.

The Old World Order is embodied religiously by Jews and by Christians (both Protestant and Catholic). Politically, the Old World Order is a term which describes the system by which Europe was governed before the modern revolutions. In the Old World Order, the Crown and Church ruled, with the Crown usually answerable to the Church.

In contrast to the Old World Order, the New World Order is associated with the "new world" of the Western Hemisphere and the Americas. The New World Order is a term that designates the political system of democracy, the rule of the people. The political goal of the New World Order, however, is not simply national democ​racies, but rather the manipulation of such toward a global government. The New World Order will be marked by a universal government. The goal in religion of the New World Order is to totally separate Church and State, with the purpose of destroying the Church.

The conspirators' hatred of the Old World Order has overshadowed any ideological differences between them. They cooperate to destroy the powerful obstacle hindering globalism - the Church.

As I have suggested, the view of history as shaped by a single conspiracy leaves too many unanswered questions. Here again we need to recall Revelation 17 and 18.

Scripture does not indicate a single mortal conspiratorial group manipulating history. To the contrary, there are two separate con​flicts, two separate conspiracies.
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One is called MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS, representing a system which is pantheistic and idolatrous. The Whore of Babylon stands for the Old World Order. The other is called the BEAST, which appears to be atheistic and humanistic. The Beast represents the New World Order, which will destroy the Whore and usher in the Apocalyptic holocaust of tomorrow.

I have uncovered both plots in Freemasonry.

The Two Powers of Freemasonry

My research has revealed that there are two separate and opposing powers in Freemasonry. One, headquartered in London, subscribes to and promotes an idolatrous and pantheistic view of the world. It is monarchist, capitalistic, wealthy, right-wing. The other, in Paris, is atheistic and humanistic in origin and outlook. It is republican, socialist, poor, left-wing.

One is Scarlet. The other, the Beast. The breakthrough theory which I have developed with Scripture as my guide makes sense of the massive literature I have collected on Freemasonry as well as its apparent contradictions. My library includes books written by members of and defectors from both English and French Freemasonry.

At the beginning of my research, like many other revisionist authors, I thought revisionist authors were reporting one single plot. I gradually realized that many authors were exposing what in reality were often the machinations of one group of conspirators against the other. The devices of both wings of Masonry were so similar that without Scripture as a guide, one could easily perceive only a single intrigue.

This interesting twist in the historical drama, confirmed again and again by my research, points to the existence of a struggle between the two powers in Freemasonry. Although revisionist authors are supposedly concerned about one plot, I noticed that all exposes pointed to Paris as the center of an intrigue before World War I. After the War, however, evidence points to the shift of intrigue to London.

I will explain this shift in the course of this book.

The Purpose of This Book

Thousands of books have been written to expose the workings of a conspiracy in human history. But all these books have done little to impede its progress.
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Only a few people are aware of the truth. As Daniel prophesies in 12:3, the wise have listened, and turned many to righteousness. Yet to most people, this conspiracy, or, as I will show, these conspiracies, remain a mystery.

I am not addressing unbelievers. For those without Christ as Savior, maintaining peace of mind requires mocking the frightening evidence I shall present in these pages. To these people God has sent a "strong delusion," and I will pray for them.

I am writing instead to bring deceived Christians and Jews out of Freemasonry. A disturbing and sad discovery to me has been how many Christians there are, Protestant and Catholic, who have been beguiled by Masonry.

As I will later show in detail, Freemasonry in its present form was created during the Protestant Reformation - organized for the express purpose of eliminating the Catholic Church. Hence, many Reformers joined Freemasonry to fight the common enemy. Freemasonry is rife with Protestants to this day.

In contrast, the Catholic Church until Vatican II has been more vigilant. Catholics have been forbidden to enter Freemasonry. For self-preservation, Rome maintained investigators who were well-versed in this intrigue, and historically, she has been aware of the deadly animosity of Freemasonry toward the Christian churches.

Why is it so important that Christians and Jews be warned about Freemasonry?

Revelation 17:6 reveals that Scarlet is both anti-Semitic and anti-Christian, for she is "drunken with the blood of the saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus...." The "blood of the saints" she drinks is the blood of the Jews, and the "blood of the martyrs of Jesus" is the blood of Christians. Both Christians and Jews will be devoured by Scarlet and the Beast.

The Apostle Paul warns Christians against allying with false religion and its followers: "Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbe​lievers; for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness?" (2 Cor. 6:14).

Through John, Christ warns both Christians and Jews who have joined Mystery Babylon to "Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues" (Rev 18:4).

For it is a terrible fact, as I will show, that Freemasonry is a pagan religion. And although its leaders will openly deny it, its ultimate goal includes the ritual slaughter of all Jews, the destruction of all Christianity (Catholic and Protestant), and the inauguration of a godless one-world government. It will bring about this globalism or New World Order, according to Revelation 18:23 by the deception of
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"sorceries," which I shall show involve the use of magic, witchcraft, and drugs.

Some Christians are aware of the dangers of Freemasonry. One of them, Rev. Wayne Poucher, a Church of Christ minister and founder of the famous 1950s conservative radio program Lifeline, warned me over ten years ago that few people would heed my discoveries. "You will not be able to tell the whole truth," he said. "If you attempt to, it will be so unbelievable that you will make yourself incredible."

The Historic Conflict

There are many Christians who are aware of the Satanic undertow of Freemasonry.

Some Masons (though not all, as I will show) are fully cognizant actors in bringing the New World Order into being through covert activities, just as Christians are aware of their own overt activity in winning the world to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Scripture teaches that God's salvation has a two-fold purpose. Not only does He offer us eternal life in the hereafter, He wants us to carry the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the ends of the earth.

God has a blueprint for each Christian to fulfill. We must complete His commission here and now. God's strategy is not vague. If we seek God's will, the Holy Spirit will confirm in our hearts what our part is in God's plan. With confidence in and love for Him, we risk all to accomplish this task. Are we conspirators? No! Our activity is in the open for the world to see.

Satan too has servants. They are driven by their intense hatred of Jesus Christ and His Church. Whether they are conscious that their actions further the Adversary's goal of world domination is of no consequence.

What is clear is that they consciously oppose all that is Biblically righteous. Masonic publications state that the God of Christians is evil. They accuse Him of opposing every human effort to advance in science. The flood in Genesis, the destruction of Babel, and the Catholic Inquisitions during the Middle Ages are all cited as prime examples of God's revulsion toward both science and other religions.

In order to avoid persecution, Freemasons claim they must remain a secret society.

Unlike Freemasons, righteous men and women of God desiring to reform Catholicism fought their battles in the open. They did not hide like cowards in secret societies.
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I am writing this book for them, because some in ignorance, during the Reformation, joined Freemasonry to fight the common enemy. As a result, Protestant Christians fill Masonic Lodges to this day.

On the other hand, Satan's cowardly henchmen dare not affect their machinations overtly, lest they be directly opposed by sovereign governments and the Roman Church. They allied themselves politically, though not spiritually, with the Protestant Reformation for the purpose of destroying the old alliance of Crown and Church. But they hid in the shadows of secret societies in order to bring about their political revolutions.

Neither Christian nor Jew should be involved in this plot, for Freemasonry is the vehicle the Beast of the Apocalypse will ride to his universal inauguration. This book is dedicated to bringing God's people out of Freemasonry.

John Daniel

Summer 1993

Do you have a question about the

King James Bible

versus

Modern Translations?

For the author's opinion see Appendix 11.
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