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The Kni~jhts Tern plar Priests
HAROLD V. B. VOORHIS

Theselectionof a title for this paperis as difficult as the sub-
ject of which I had hopedto icader a “true and faithful” ac-
count,as xviii be evident as I pioceed The best I cando is to
divide what I have to say into paits, the first of which will
cover what may or may not be the forerunner of our Order
elsewheiethan in the United States.

Au investigation into the histoi ical i amificatioiis covering
Knights TemplarPriestsmight be cornpaiedwith trying to pre-
sent an hustoiical treatiseon the Rose Cioix degiee—adegiee
found iii moresystemsand rites ol Masonry than any other—
it is evenfound outside of the Masonic systems.The names
applied to the Knights TemplarPiiestsdegieeare confusing:
White Masons,TemplarPiiests,Asiatic Biethren,and otheis,
andsometimesthe degreeknown as Knight TemplarPriestsis
totally unlike thatwhich weso considertoday.Eventhe bodies
in which the degreewasconferredgo underdifferent names—
MelchiseclekLodges,White Lodges,Conclaves,Conventions,
Union Bands,Tabernacles,and what not. Many times we are
not surewe are talking aboutthe samedegreewhich we are
now considering.This is, as some of us know, true in many
other cases—theRose Croix, the Red Cross degree,the Mark
degreeand ad infinitum.

For thc sakeof covciage, a tcw notes concerningstatements
madeby wi ltd S on this subject as ~t conceiim thc degiuc out-
side of the English-speakingcountiiesare set down:

Somewiuters (1) haveconnectedthe TemplarPriestdegree
with the Asiatic Brethren,a body having its centerin Vienna,
with a certain Baronvon Eckhofenat its head. This Order, it

hasbeensuggested,could bea continuationof the “Brothersof
the Golden and RosyCross,” which itself was a revival of the
17th centuryRosicruciansorganizedin 1710 by a Saxonpriest,
SamuelRichter,known as SincerusRenatus.

Asiatic Brethrcnai e also titlcd “Knights andBrethren of St.
Johnthe Evangelist,”but sinceJewsandothersnot Christians
wereadmittedto theOrder,this Johanniteinspirationis impos-
tuie. The bodies wereknown as “MelchisedekLodges” or true
“Biothers of thc RoseCroix.” Karl A. Bohernann(2) attempt-
ed to establishthe Oider in Swedenabout the endol the 18th
centuiy.Therewas someactivity among the Frenchandother
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continentalcountiies which had membersin the Order, but A
thereseemsto be no referenceto such an Orderbeyondabout A
1800 on the continent. Whateverselation, if any, this group A

had to our Priestly Order is ohscuie Fi ankly, I consider it K
apartfrom morethana root ideaand wiii diop the subject.

A
Arthur Edward Waite (3), using Yarker and Hughan as

authorities,states that the former writer concludesthat the i cal]
PriestlyOrderwasoncepracticedin Irelandandformedapart bool
of the systemof the York GrandLodge Hughanobjects to the M,ir
York origin. In onesystem,under the nameof Knight Templar
Priestor Holy \A,Jisdom, the degreewas the last off our super- .~ I

imposedupon the Craft degrees,and conferred in a Taber- j7~

nacle.Waite says. “The Early GrandScottish Rite conferred ~
all the Grades,but not in a direct sequence,andthat of Knight (I,ltt(

TemplarPriestconstitutedthe 41st degree,under the title of icad
“Priestly Order, or White Masons“ ContinuesWaite (4): “It
is imbeddedin the cumbrousandinchoatesystemof the Early
GrandRite, like a cornerstonelaid in Zion (elect andprecious).”
In the Early GrandRite, the42d degreeis Priestof the Sun In mad
it the candidate is conductedby Truth from Angel to Angel, in I.
virtue of successiveMasonic qualificationsandtitles. When he
reachesthe seventhAngel it is as a Knight Templar Priestthat
the candidateis presentedto Saphael,t~e Presidentof Saturn, [clii
who iecalls to him that the peace-makersare children of God.
If we considerthesedegreesfollowing in proper numerical
cider—whichmostly they do not—we find here a foreshadow- TI
ing from thesewoi ds found in a ritual of 1813, No. 41 of the J ER
Early GrandRite. No

Usi r
“And thephilosopherssay that theSun is a body containingheat and calc

light and by sendingforth hi.s influence throughont creation invigorates Lod
and enlivenethall th,ng~ therein in due ~ea~on.Here then what a beau-
tiful emblem of Cod or Trinity in Unity—Heat—Light as the influence ~it ~t]
proceedingfrom hence And when we turn to sacred record we there TI
find St. Pail teachingthe samedoctrine to the Creeks” insti

ha v
The Priestly Orderof the Temple claims 1686 as its dateof the

formation.This may or may not meansomething.JohnYarker,
EnglishMasonicwiitei, who might be consideredto be “on the two

sam
wrong side of the blanket” in Freemasonryin England—anex-
pressionhe onceappliedto ThomasDunckerleyfor a different TI
reason,however—believesthe dateis correct. We might rather Tab
considerit in the symbolicsenseas we do in the otherOrders: nob

A L 5957 less 4000 equals 1957 iO P
ha V(

A.I 2487 less 530 equals 1957 of F
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A Dep 2957 less 1000 equals 1957

A B 3870 less 1913 equals 1957
AG 839 plus 1118 equals 1957

K P T. 271 plus 1686 equals 1957

Actually nothing has cometo light which shows the Order
really existed until a hundi ed years later than 1686 ln a minute
book of JerusalemPreceptoiy of Knights Templas,No. 5, in
Manchester,England,dated1812-1816,we find this ieference:

“The de~ieeof the United SacredBand of Royal Arch Knights Tom-
plar Pi iests is an old York degree, as tbcy printed warrants first in
1786 and the Encampmentat Bottoms has a very old one gi anted by
that body TIm degree with the Bands or Unwarranted Encampment
d~ited its veai Irom the year of Reviv~il, or 1686, and it is interesting to
readthe namesof the mcmbeis of the Priestly Gider and, as in many
&bes it gives the occupations

Then tollow sixty-five names, all signatureshaving been
madebetxveenMay 1813 andMarch 1864

I havebefore me a handilluminated ritual of 1813,executed
on September30, 1827,which lists on one pagethe namesof
eleven membersfrom 1815 to 1843. The first nameis that of
Jolin MeDougal.of Manchester,whose(late is June1815.The
nextentry is 1839, which makesa twenty-fouI yeargap.

The ritual and set of laws is for the TABERNACLE OF
JERUSALEM UNDER THE CONCLAVE OF SAINT JOHN,
No. 9, instituted A.L 5817, A 0. 605, K.T.P. 127, AD. 1813.
Using 4004 as the year of light and the otherusual figures to
calculate,the year comesout 1813 in eachcase.However, the
Lodgefigure usedis 1723. The Templefigure 1118 is not used
at all.

This Conclave,underwhich the PriestlyOrderwasheld,was
instituted in Manchester,England,May 20, 1795. It appearsto
have been in abeyance and ievived in 1813, soon after which
the PriestlyOrdes Tabernaclewas established.Thus we have
two Tabernaclesof the Priestly Order in Manchasteraboutthe
same time.

The Osdci was kept alive in England by the Royal Kent
Tabernacleat Newcastle-on-Tyne, the only Tabernaclewith
unbrokenactivity from the early days. From this Tabernacle,
in 1923, the GrandCollegeof Englandwas formed. Wairants
havebeenissuedfor eighteenTabernaclesin addition to that
of Royal Kent. Four weie in London, four in New Zealand,
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two in Australia, sevenin the Provinces;and one (No. 9) in
the United States. he

,s i-i
We find that the piiestly Ordei was operating in Ireland just tix.

prior to 1800 also, wheie it lasted about seventy-five years, h-i.
when thereseemsto have beenno fuither conferring of the to
Ordes or Degreeof Templai Priest The groups in Ireland
were known as UNION BANDS and were sometimesoperat- .~ o
ing in a single lodge, but more often representedseveral “T
lodges. Someinstancesare: P1

Neo..rayUnion Band No. 521 (Lodge No. 521)
Annahilt Union Band (Lodge 606 and 183), Nov 8, 1792
Belfast Union Bond
Lisbi,in Union Band
BanbrsrlgeUnion Bond No. 4
Droniore Union Band No 5 (Lodge 508), Got. 7, 1799

(Later Lodges70, 119, 203, 371, 507, 732, 771 operatedin this Band, P1
which was activeat lea.stuntil 1857 ) rft
Dublin Union Band

(Worked under sanctionof Encampments25, 35, 49 of the Early T]
CrandEncampmentof Ireland—noneof which was connectedwith any Bi
Craft I.odge There is a certific~itc, dated August 26, 1807, showing a
Dublin Union Band working under the abovesanction (5) ) th
Dnblin Union Band (Lodge No 950). T]

There is a certificate, dated October 6, 1860, showing a Union Band th
working only under Lodge No. 950, unlike the certificate mentioned Ia:
above The Lodge worked I rum 1804 to 1824 in the 53d Begiment of Al
Foot (5)
FernianaghUnion Band No. 864 (Lodge No 864):

One of the seals of this Lodge has Templar emblems and “MEMEN- St
TO MORI” (Remember to Die)—the pass-wordof the Seventh Pillar C
in the old rituals—on it It o

1jeratedin Enoiskillen ic
EonukdlenUnion Bond No. 891 (Lodge No 891) 0

One of the sealsof this Lodge hasthe inscription KNCT TEMPLRS th
ASSEMBL.Y” along the two upper sides of ~i tiiangle and the letters fe
AIROTCIVTUASROM on the bottom, This last reversed is •MORS K
AUT VICTORIA” (Deathor Victory)

Thesebodieswoiked “The Highes Degrees” of which the pm
“Priestly Order” was the apex. What seemsiather unusual is of
that we havehere, as we had in Manchester,England, two NI
Union Bands, and in Dublin the samesituation. There must th
havebeensome rivalry among thosewho had “authority” to Pi
confer the degreesas,surely, therewere not enoughmembers B
to warranttwo bodies in threeplaces.
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In Scotlandthe Piiestly Oidei of the Templeseemsto have
beenmostly confinedto Edinburghwhereit had a “chequered
anduncertainexistencefrom about 1825 until 1875” It is posi-
tively known that it was conferied in 1872. It was removed
from the Statutesof the GreatPriory of Scotlandin 1933. Up
to that tinie authority to confer it was containedin all Scottish
TemplarCharteis.“The degseehadbeena scuiceof worry for
some years and had not been worked” for some sixty years.
“There wassomediscussionand an examinationof a ritual sup-
plied by the GrandConclaveof the Holy Royal Arch Knight
Templar Priests” was madeat the time it was removedfrom
the Statutes.“There wasno protestwhen it wasexpunged”

0000 sAcEBD&iALis TEMPLi

The Piiestly Orderof the Temple (Ordo SacerdotalisTem-
ph) was “introduced into America” on October 31, 1931, to
quotefiom Volume I, Part 1, 1934, of the official “O.S.T. Re-
ports“—page 3. The namein Latin, ORDO SACERDOTALIS
TEMPLI, was devised by Knight Priest William Moseley
Brown at the requestof Knights PriestsJ. RaymondShute,II,
J. Edward Allen, and Luther T. Hartsell, Jr. It is, of course,
the equivalentof the English, PRIESTLY ORDER OF THE
TEMPLE. The name was used in order to take care of the
thirty-thi ce Christian degic’es 01 orders, to which claim was
laid at or about the time that THE GREAT PRIORY OF
AMERICA was aboutto be organized.

Like many of the statementsand “official” items connected
with our presentKnight TemplarPriestOrder in the United
States, as I pointed out in my lengthy ALLOCUTION as
GrandPreceptorin 1952, the statement“intioduced into Amer-
ica” needsclarification. It should have read “thus was the
Order reintroducedinto America,” becausethereis evidence
that thesedegrees,or degreeof The Priestly Order, were con-
ferred in this country for more than a hundredyears before
1931. To provethis point I cite the following:

Thereis a documentdated1829 in the archivesof the Su-
premeCouncil, 330 of the NoithernJurisdiction.On the inside
of the last page of what is otherwisea catechismof another
Masonicorder,is a noticeof the PriestlyOrder. On the backof
this pageis a secoidof two meetingsof The Order of High
Priesthood;one in Providence,and the other in Pawtucket,
Rhode Island,datedFebruary 21 and February 25, 1829, re-
spectively ElsewhereI haveseenstatementswhich aver that
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thereare instancesof thesetwo Ordersbeing conferredat the Ma
samemeeting,although I have not seen aiiy documentsto ass~
provethis It may be that in thesetwo placesin Rhode Island
are suchinstances.There is one thing certain—therituals of the N1
two Ordersaie overlapping,especiallywhen the diffeient cx- A
taut foi ms of the i ituals of the two Ordei5 are compaiedi.
Which canu’ first i5 not clear,but, so fai, the evidenceshows A
that the Pi iestly Ordercaine flu st and that the Oi dei of I-ugh
Priesthoodwas later arrangedin the United States—andthat
the PriestlyOrderdid not survive to any extenthere, but was
e-intioducedin this century to form oui presentCsandBody. NIa

One must not presupposethat the Priestly Order was never tad
confeii (‘dl in the unteiurn becausethe following evidencecon- Gr
ti adlicts 50db a supposition: acti

The next mention or notice of the Knight TemplarPriests
coniesfiom refereiices madeby Frederick Webber. He was Tal
borncii juiie 1, ]827, in Couiity Cork, Ireland, aiid cameto the Ha]
United Stateswhensixteeii years of age, arriving in Louisville, con
Keiitucky in Octoberof 1843. He movedto Washington,D. C., can
iii 1878, wherelie died cii November4. 1907. He was madea
MasterMason in Lodgeof Antiquity, No. 113, Louisville, Ken- nac
tricky, oii June1,1848,his twenty-first birthday (6).

uiacFrom soiiie s(iiii ce—eitheu fi oiii Lt Col Williaiii 1 13. Mooi e
of Caiiad~i,or directly fi oiii Eiiglaiid—VVehbei becamea “Spe- F
cial Deputy foi the U.S.A.” of K.T.P. He stated,in an uiidated Tat
“Bulletuii” which appearsto havebeeii issuedcirca 1875. that fori
the K T.P degieesweie first conferied in Kentucky in 1840—
soiiie eight years hefoi e he was iiiade a Fi ecn’ua~onandeleven p
yearsbefore he becaiiie a Kiiight Teiiiplar Febniary28, 1851. 2.
Hestatedthat heorganized“A Tabernaclein the bosomof the
Commandeuyat 1-lenderson(No 14) andin DeMolay. No 12, 3.
iii Louisville,” of which he was a chartermemberin 1867 aiid
becamea life memberin 1875. No datesof the organizationof
thesetwo K T.P bodies are giveii—nor is any referencemade
as to who coiiferied the K T.P degieesiii 1840.

Thereis aprinteddocumentissuedby FrederickWebber,330
an Active Memberof the SupremeCouncil, 330 of the South- H
em Jurisdiction longei thaii aiiy other Brother (48 years, of in 1
xvhicli he was Treasurer-Geneualfor 15 aiid Secretary-Geiicral
for 21 yeass). This document,which I preseiitedto Seaof Gali-
leeTaberiiacleNo VI for their archives,is a notice of a meet-
iiig of the Priestly Order. MillardI F. Hicks, of Maine, was to
madea Kiiight TemplarPriestby FredeiickWebberin Wash- Clii
angtoii, D C oii October 19 1897 After Hicks returiicd to Ra’~
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Maine he gave this degree to die follosving Coiiipaiiioiis, I
assume by permission of Webbei:

JosiahH. Drummond November18, 1898
MarquisF. King Noveniber 18, 1898
Albro E Chase July 4, 1903
LeanderW. Fobes July 4,1903
Mfred S Kimball July 4, 1903
Williaiii C Mason October24, 1904

Theredoesnot appeara body of Knights TemplarPriestsin
N’laiiie, so the sevenKnights Priests therewere simply unat-
tachedaiid unoiganized.By 1923 all of them hadpassedto the
GreatBeyondandnothingfurther hascometo light aboutany
activity of a Knight TemplarPriestin Maine.

Iii the late seveiities thereappearsto havebeen a K.T.P.
Tabernaclein Chicago, Illinois, meeting iii the old Masoiic
Hall on Monroe Street. There is no documentary evideiice
coiicernisigthe body but in the Proceedisigsof the Graiid En-
canipmentfor 1880 mentionis madeof an “Emmanuel” Taber-
nacle (7).

Theii oii N’larch 2, 1878, Webber instituted Temple Taber-
iiacle No. 5, iii Albany, N Y. (7).

From the above it appearsthat theremay havebeen five
Tabernacleserected before the present Graiid Body was
formed iii 1933—noiie of which had survived.

1—Kentucky 1840 (ret Webber).

2—Louisville, Ky —Demolay Conimandery No. 12, after June 27,
1867.

3——Henderson,Ky —HendersonConinianderyNo 14, after July 10,
1872.

4—Albany, N Y.—Temple TabernacleNo 5, March 2, 1878.

5—Chicago, Ill —EmmanuelTabernacle,before 1880.

6—Pordancl,Me —by WebberOctober 19, 1897—norecord of Tab-
ernacle being formed

Hicks wa.s Commanderof Alban CommandeiyNo 8 in Portland,Me
in 1900—threeyearsAFTER he was madea K3’ P by Webber,which i~

an anomaly

Now I will point out soiiie of the early happeniiigspertinent
to the formation of our preseiit Order Knight PriestSydney
Clifton Biugham, iii Christehureb,NewZealand,certsfiedJohii
RaymoiidShute.II. JohiiEdwardAllen and Luther Thompson

9



Hartsell, Jr., all of North Carolina,as Knights Priests,accord- an~
ing to “Aiicieiit Constitutions, uiider Law Number 3 of the all
Order. Quotingthis law from the 1813 ritual aiid laws in pos- mit
sessioii of the writer, it reads. twc.

d tt(
Any One Meiiiber of the Priestly Oidei of Rny~il Arch Knights Tem-

plai, if in coac of necessityshall make and admit two men into this S
Ordei—Anc

1 two Brethren shall make and admit one man each into tlia
this step or degreeof Ma.sonry (undei a proper and reguhir Knights wa~
Templar waii .ini). priivi(lirg him or theni to be proven Tiue F~iithfiill Ci
and regularly EgisteredBrethren of the Knights Templar. scit

N.B This law it is to be hoped will n(’vei he put into execution, as tiVt

thererequiresTisiec Membeis at the le’aat by Engagement.It is oiily m Eu
case of the Cieatest Necessut” that t1’is Law c:’ii be iii force uiiti

tan
Under dateof October31, 1931, Wairaiits of Erectioii for I stil

threeTaberiiacleswereissuedby the aboverneiitionedKnight k ii d

PriestSydneyCliftoii Bingham from Christchurch,New Zea- f ro
land, his abode. TheseTabernacleswere situated iii North svo

Carolina. raii
beOii May 14, 1933, the Preceptorsof thesethreeTabernacles 181

met in Conveiition iii Raleigh,North Caroliiia, aiid resolvedto the
form a supremegoverningbody of the Order. On May 27, fur
1933, the threePreceptorsandKiiight PriestWilliam Moseley by
Brown met and formed THE GREAT PRIORY OF AMER-
ICA, PRIESTLY ORDER OF THE TEMPLE. New warraiits I
svere issiie(l to the three existiiig Tabernaclesand one for a 1ev
“Roving Taberiiacle” iiow called Grand Preceptor’sTaber- ten
iiacle, but this lastVs’arranthasnevercometo light. A Chapter eni
Geiieral was also fornied. I assumethis was for the purpose WI
of electing Kiiights Comrnaiidersaiid Knights Grand Coin- Pu
manders.I say “electiiig” becauseI neversawor heard of any
ritual beingperformedfor thesedecorations,and I havethem I
both. Slit

Ma
On Juiie 12, 1933, TaberiiacleNo. if was moved1 to Virginia visi

aiid on October 24, 1933, Taberiiacle No, III was moved to sshi
TennesseeOn December11, 1933, at a Special Iiigatheriiig of C~o
the Great Priory, this latter Tabernaclewas moved back to o vi
North Carolina.At this Special luigatheringthe Statuteswere Ts
revised No copy of the origiiial has beeii found in the archives Km
of our presentGrandCollege,but cii page19, Volume I, Part I.
1—1935 of the 0 S.T Reports,we findi the first printedStatutes.

I.
On February 20, 1934, a Coiicordat was entered into by the

Graiid Council of Allied Masoiiic Degrees of the United States Cu!
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auid the Great Priory, O.S T., iiiakiuig the two bodies cue for
all intents aiid purposes.However, this arraiigemeiit was ter-
rninated at a Special Ingatheiiiig on Apiil 17, 1934, when the
two Graiid Bodies resumedtheir former separateexistence
after fifty-six days of marriage.

Sooii after the 1934 Animal luigatliering it was discovered
that the Graiidl Collegeof Kiiughit TeinplarPriestsof England
wasstill iii existence,so overturesweremadeto thusonly other
Graiid Body of the Priestly Order (if the Templein the world,
with the idea of co-recognitionauid excliaiige of represeuita-
tives. No direct contactwas madewith the GrandCollege in
Euiglaiidl, but wordh caiiie to us that we could iiot expectrecog-
uiition becauseof our methodof ici mationwould be considhcied
faulty. We had iiot kiiowii that the English Grand Body was
still iii existenceaiid evideiitly Knight PriestBinghaiii did not
know it either, beiiig in Australia aiid not haviiig any word
froiii Eiighand for some years, otherwise,he most certainly
would not have taken the step he did in issuing the three War-
raiits icr the UnitedStatesof America.This actionwas only to
be takenuiider the most unusualcircumstances(SeeLaw of
1813 previouslyquoted). lie iio doubtsawthe probability that
the Order might die out aiid being advaiiced in years ~aiid a
toriiier uiieniberof the Eiiglish bodly, diesiredi to pei-petuateit

by this lasx’ful method

Kiiights Priestmliii Rayinoiid Shiute, II, aiid XVilliauii Nlose—
1ev Brown visited Englandduring the summerof 1934 to at-
tend various Masoiiic fuiictions and it ~~‘ashoped that contact
could be made with officeis of the English Graiid College.
What liappenedh theii in Euiglauid is best shown by Kuiughit
Priest I3rowui’s own account.

Because ef commitmentsback in the Uuiuted States, Knight PiiestI Shuite returned home about the end of August Wehad left England for
Masonic meetingson the Continent,but I returnedto England to pay a
visit to Brother Arthur Edward Waite at Bishopsbourne, Kent, after
which I went to London and then to Nesvca.stle-on-Tynefor a Quarterly
Comiiiunication of the Crand Lodge of England, to which I bach been
invited as Crand Master of Masons in Virginia Since Newcastle-on-
Tyne was the seatof the Crand Collegeof Kn,ght TempharPnests,with
Knight Puiest Shute’s sanction. I ss’as to see svhat I could find out about
it,

Having made soiiie discreet iiiquiries h found that one of the top
officers of Crand Lodge was the second raiiking officer of The Crand
Coihege, namehy, Knight Puiest Ch~urles W. h-Iodgson During the sociah
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hour after the Crand Lodge session and before the foimal dinnei that 1
evening, I was able to procure an introduction to him, and was able to pie
talk with him privately for a short tume. I explainedthe organizationof No
die CREAT PRIORY OF AMERICA, PRiESTLY ORDER OF THE No
TEMPLExvuth the three Tcubeinacles warranted by Knight Priest S No.
Clifton Bingham in Australia I also told him somethingof our plans
for the immediate future and of uiui desuie to establish fraternal re— No
lahonship with the Crand College of England He was rather shocked

Noat this intelligence for he had not known, and apparently no one else in
No

England had known, that any such move bach been made The situation
was not pleasing to Knught Priest Hodgsnn, hut because of my personal No.
status as a guest of the Cra.nd Lodge of England, he was willing to No.
discuss the situation. I suggestedthat it there had been any irregularity No
in the method by svhich we had obtained the Order, we wished to be No
regularized. In the end he gave me the address of their Grand College No
so that we might officially correspond with them and try and clear tip No
the situation This led to the agreement on the part of the Grand Off i- No
cers in Euigland to accomplish our desire No

No
Kiiight Priest John Edwaid Allen visited England the fol- No

lowing year and, on August 16, 1935, was formally made a No
Knight Priest in Royal Kent Tabernacle,T I M. A Warrant of No
Erectionwastheii giveii by the Ci andCollege of Englaiid for No
“United StatesTabernacleNo. 9” and Knight PriestAllen was No.
iiivesredwirh the Iiisrallarsoii DegreeandKnightsPriestsShiute No
aiid Brown were iianied the othei membersof the Taberiiaele. No

No
Upoii returuiiiig to the Uuiited States. Knight Pi test Alleii e- No

consecratedtheTaheriiacle aiid, cii Octobei 27, 1935, qualified No
all adherentsof the previously organized Tabernaclein this No
country. Before the Annual Ingatheriiig of 1936, the Taber- No,
nacles formerly existing had beenreplacedunderthe English No
system and the foimer acts of The Great Priory of America No
wereconfirmed. At this Aiinual Ingatheringthe Patentof Rec- No
ognition of the Grand College of Eiigland was exhibited, No
wherein it was iioted that the English Grand Body styled itself No
“The Grand College of England, The Holy Royal Arch Knight
Templar Priests or Order of Holy Wisdom,” It was then sug- No
gested that we adopt a similar name. No such change is report- No
ed in the proceedingsor “reports” as they are called, but the No
designation “O.S.T. Reports” became the “K.T.P. REPORTS” No
iii 1938 and the proceedingssay “The Sixth Annual Ingarhering No
of the Grand College of America, Holy Royal Arch Kiiight No
TemplarPriests”andthis namehasprevailedto date. Thenext No
printed issue of the Statutes(1944) usedthis designatioii as
does the revision of 1952.
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The following Taberiiacles have beeii ei ected under our
present Grand Body.

No I
No II
No. III

No. IV
No V
No. VI
No VII
No. VIII
No. hX
No X
No XI
No XII
No XhhI
No XhV
No XV
No XVI
No XVII
No XVIII
No XIX
No. XX
No XXI
No XXII
No XXIII
No XXIV
No XXV
No. XXVI
No. XXVII
No XXVIII
No XXIX
No. XXX
No. XXXI
No XXXII
No XXXIII
No XXXIV
No. XXXV
No XXXVI
No. XXXVII
No. XXXVIII
No, XXXIX
No XL

(D) Dormant.

Mount of the Holy Cross—North Carol
1iia Oct

Carden of Cethiseniane—Vi rginia Oct.
Holy Sepulchre—NorthCarolina Oct
CrandPreceptors—(iovingcharter) May
Josephof Arimathea—Oklahoma Mar
Star of Bethlehem—New York Dec
Sen of Cablee—New Jersey Feb
Ti iune—Pennsylvania Feb
Eiiinian uel—Maryland Feb.

Our Bedheemer—Texas Feb.
Prince of Peace—Ohio May
Holy Grail—Arkansas July
The Holy Sains John—Nova Scotia (D) Sept

Mount of Olives—New Mexico Jan
Golgotha—Kentucky Feb
Sinionof Cyrene—Wisconsin Feb.
Bethany—Oregon Feb.
Ceiinesaret—Iiidiana Feb
Last Suiiper—Iowa Feb
Mount Cahvary—We’4Virginia Feb
Ascension—Texas Aug
Bcsurrection—Texas Aug,
Simon Peter—Illinois Jan.
(Xdilean—Ohio Jan.
Trinity—New York Aug.
King of Kings—Florida Feb
Damascus—Massachusetts May
Apostles—Connecticut Aug
Crown of Thorns—Colorado Sept.
Transfiguration—Pennsylvania Feb
Coodl Shepherdl—NewYork Mar.
Saint Paul—Montana Aug.

Jerusalem—Alabama Apr.
Our Savior—Ohio May
Nazareth—Texas Oct
Saint Andrew—Indiana Nov.
CoodlSamantan—Minnesota Jan.
iNRI—District of Cohunibia Feb,
RiverJor(lan—K.insas July
I inn~acul.ste.—.-—XV.ishingtoii Sept
RedhemptiOn—Id~ihu(D) Nov.

31, 1931
31, 1931
31, 1931
27, 1933
30, 1935
12, 1936
10, 1938
21, 1942
19, 1944
23, 1946
30, 1946
4, 1946
7, 1946

31, 1948
10, 1949
12, 1949
15, 1949
16, 1949
20. 1949
20, 1949
12, 1949
12, 1949
22, 1952
23, 1952
24, 1952
19, 1953
9, 1953

15, 1953
5, 1953

21, 1954
30, 1954
31, 1954

1, 1955
29, 1955
26, 1955
26, 1956

1, 1957
22, 1957
27, 1957
26, 1957
17, 1957
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No XLI Palestine—Ness’Hampshire Nov. 17, 1957 The
No. XLII Johnot l~atrnds—Louisiana Jan. 9, 1958 xvhite
No XLIII Rose of Sharon—Mississippi Jan. 10, 1958 aic on
No. XLIV Agnus Dei—Wyoniiiig Sept 30, 1960 cli aww’
No XLV UpperRoom—Ceorgia Aug 24, 1961
No XLVI Lily of theValley—Illinois July 28, 1962 Aiioi
No XLVII Emmaus—Ontarin,Canadla May 1, 1963 I iiside
Ni) XLVIII Holy Nlanger—Tonnessee Feb. 8, 1964 UNO
No XLIX Cana—SouthCainhina Feb. 20, 1964 of the
No L SangredeCristo—Nebraska July 1, 1964 lcttei s
No LI L,iidl (if Lordls—Musouii July 1, 1964 CHAR
No LII Wildherness—Arizona Oct. 31, 1964 In ti
No LIII Criissandl Ciown—Maine Feb 19, 1907 said tc
No. LIV Our LOrdi’s—Missouri Feb. 19, 1967

is an e
The total iiuiiiber of Knights Priests installed siiice 1931 and The:

thiioughi Decembei 31, 1967, was 2.077. The hsviiig membership teetni
as of this date was 1,410. torn, ci

* * *

The 1829 diawing in the Supierne Couiicil archivesiieed,sa
few notes.By referruig to thedesign,which is headed“copy of I Pray
initial at Belfast, Ireland—Dec. 1829,” we find three numbers ~ Knos
alongside of the letters, aiid a key to them. It is not clear 3 Holy
xvhiere some of the keys come fiom 4 Punt

l—”Boro All Our StrenethIs of Cod a \‘Yoo
2—”But Quench Not the Lite of Improvement 6. Peac
3—”Quench Not the Spirit ot Love and Kindness, Forgiveness and 7 Joy

Charity.” The
4—Beniember the Poor”
5—”X\’olk Wisely “ Trsii i

6—”Be Cond and Merciful “ The
7—Memento Mon” (which means“Rememberto Die”). thiougi

Thefirst word iii iiumber 1 is an error. It should be “But All taiiied
Our StreIigth Is of God.” The last word of Number 2 is an in suc
error It should be“But Quench Not the Life of Israel.” Ntim- aiiswe
bei 3 checks with nothuig. The letters actually mean“Which The
Light Buiiieth to the Peifect Day.” type-u

Now a few notes on the 1813 ritual in my possession. The Tenip]
title page shows the iiistituUOii dates, as follows: SiOfl 15

bet ci e
A L —5817 niinus 4004 is the yeai 1813 Kiiicrh
AO—605 is the year 1813 sym’bc

K T P — 127 plus 1686 is the year 1813 iiitei p
A D —1813 is the year 1813 part o
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The triangle drawin~ has six dhifferent colcied stripes and a
white center,making ‘seven pillars” aiid the initials or letters
are outside the triangle They are the same letters as on the
drawing in the Supreme Couiicil archives.

Another drawing shows a triangle on top of six flat stones.
Inside the triaiigle are the Latin words TRIA JUNCTA IN
UNO (thiee joined in unity), which happensto be the motto

of the English Order of the Bath. Thiiee of the stoiies have
letters cii thern—”C,” “II” and “F.” I assume these mean
CHARITY, HOPE aiid FAITH.

Iii the Irish Pass-woid list the “GM-GF” in the triaiigles is
said to be “Gathei Maniia” and “Gospel Field.” The second
is an erroi —it should be “Gospel Food.”

Then there are seven “psllai” drawings in color These archi-
tectusal pillars have woids on the top, the middle and the bot-
tom, as follows:

Rituo1

I Prayer Strength Fath (Power)
2. Knowledge Wisdlom Hope (Riches)
3 Holy Desires Beauty Meicy (Wisdom)
4 Purity Truth Utterande (Strength)
5 ‘Word of God Light Salvation (1-Innour)
6. Peace Power Perseverance (Glory)
7 Joy Chory L’fe (Blessim’)

The final drawiiig is “The Heraldic Repi esentation of the
Trinity.”

The iitual we use is not a comniterpart of that of 1813, al-
though there are a number of parts which aie similar. We oh-
tamedoui sfrom New Zealaiidor~and Eiigland, butwho put it
in such a differeiit foim fiom that of 1813 is a questioii not
answered.

The late M. E. ClarenceBraiii, K.G.C. iii 1946, issued in
type-written copy foim, a pamphlet containing two Knight
Teiiiplar Pi iest Rituals. The flu st is copied fiom a printed ver-
sion issued by A. Lewis, London,Eiigland, dated1905. I have
before me the 1895 issue, which is substaiitially the same.
Knight PriestBrain gives some explanatioiis of the plate of
symbolicdesignsin the Ritual, but iii two or three instanceshis
interpretationsare iiicoi’rect. The priiited ritual is in thesecond
part of a book contaiiiing the “Ritual” of the RedCiossof Con-
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stantine.and is titled “The Perfect Ceremonies of the United S
SacredBand of Holy Royal Arch Knights Templar—Priests” 6
and contains an historical note, the Laws, a few observations 7
on Wisdom, directions, reception,closing—andthenopening, 8
three short items not in Kiiight Piiest Brain’s copy—TheGrand 11
Point, Au Explanation of the Furnitureof the Holy RoyalArch,
anda ceremonyof installing the High Priest. 33

10
The ritual is nothing more or less than extracts from the

Bible—with elevenbooks of the Old Testament—53quotations 17
aiid fifteen books of the New Testameiit—51 quotations, the 28
pillar illustrations show another Old Testamentand fifteen 9
New Testamentquotations,making a grand total of one hun- 20
dred aiid twenty quotations. I understand this is unlike the 16
Ritual, piesesitly used in Eiigland, which is similar to that 19
used by us. 14

The other ritual in Knight PriestBrain’s pamphletis dated 15
1839, but it is practically a verbatim copy of the 1813 ritual
before me. 0

tli e
Thereare at leasttwo otherRituals of questionable viiitage, gi ec

probably interim rituals betweeii 1814 aiid the presentEiighish Pi ic
version. Bali

I am iiow going to commeiit cii some oddities reg ardiiig our in g
iituals and chaiiges of Degrees ci Orders we “officially con- 22
trol.” Some detai Is iiiav be found iii the first issue of the “0 ST.
REPORTS” issued iii 1934-35, a siiigle pamphlet coiitaiiiiiig
Parts 1 & 2.

24
Before “The Official Liturgy of the Priestly Order of Holy 32

RoyalArch Knights TemplarPriests”of 1938 was printed (re-
printedor revisedin 1952, 1959 aiid 19~8), therewas mimeo- T
grapheda set of rituals coveringseveiitv-sevenpages.The first Wis
editioii is dated1933 anda secondcameout in 1935,prepared mm
by Kiiight PriestsShute,Hartsell aiid Allen “from earlymanu- tim
scripts,” so it says. The actual mimeographuigwas done by thre
Knight PriestAllen This book contaiiis the folloxving rituals Pi ir

iiev
I—Pnnce of Babylon

mar
12 Il—Priest of Eleusis

1 Ill—Knight of the Christian Mark N
Ccl

2 IV— Knight of Saint Paul
to

3 V—Knight of Patmos
1oi 1

4 VI—Knight of Deith bei
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5 VII— Knight of the Black Cross

6 VIII—Knight of Bethany

7 IX— Knight of the White Cii,s,

8 X—Kmghtof SaintJohn

11 XI—Holy and Illustiiiius Oidei of the Cross
33 XII— Holy Royal Arch Knight Templar Priest

10 A—Holy Ordei of Wisdom
17 B—Crand Crossot SaintPaul

28 C—Knight of the Holy Cross

9 D—Knight Priestof the Holy Sepulchre

20 E—Knight of the Triple Cross
16 F—Knight of the Sanctuary

19 C— Knight of Bosie Cnicis

14 H—Knight of theNorth

15 I—Kiiight of theSouth

On April 17, 1934, at a Special Ingathering which termiiiated
the Concordat with the Graiid Council of Allied Masonic De-
grees of the Uiisted States,by usianimousconsent,our Great
Priory, as it was theii called, “ceasedworking the Prince of
Babylon and tenderedit to the GrandCouncil A.M.D., receiv-
iiig therefrom the following cideis.”

22 J—Krught if the Holy Virgin Maiy
a-—Holy Orderof Wisdom

b—-Knight of the Hoiv Cross
24 K—Crand Trinitarian Knight of S~iint John

32 L—Knight of Ronie

Those marked “a” and “b” above—i.e., The 1-Icly Order of
Wisdom aiid Knight of the Holy Crossare “A” and “C” in the
mimeographed rituals so we must have obtained them a second
time. How the Grand Couiicil A.M.D. got them, and the other
three which they gave away to get one for themselves (the
Prince of Babylon—which they already had, incidentally), has
never been recorded. No doubt these also came “from the early
manuscripts”—whatever that means.

Now let us iiote the list of Degiees or Oiders that the Giand
College of America “shall coiitiol and supeiintend,”accordiiig
to its first printed statutes—page18 of the 1935 “OST. Re-
ports.” Theynumbei thirty-three,aiid I haveshownthesenum-
bers iii the list aboveon the left side, as well as thosewhich
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follow. TheseDegreesiiiclude all those found in the mimec- Ku
graphedbook except the fiist (Priiice of Babyloii)—tweiity, Oiie ~

the three received from the A MD, which we did not have dou b
before, the teii othersas follows. to ou~

Cum
13 1—Kiiighit (if Haiochiiii thiinp
18 2—Knight of Saint John the Baptist roy ii

21 3—Knight ot the Holy Crave pen ii

of iii~2.3 4—Knight ~if the White Ci os~ ut Toi phiehien theii
25 .5—Ci and Cross of S~siiit hobo

26 6—Knight Priestof Jenisahem
27 7—Knight ut l~alcstine

29 8—Knight Piiesrsof the Tahernacle

30 9—Kiiight ot Redeiiiptioo Luri(hi

31 10—Kiiighit of Truth

The rituals of these teii degiecs and the thiee seceived aiiew 4:
fiom the Giaiid Council A.M.D. have never bceii distributed,
and, so far as I know, aie iiot iii oui archives, land?

6
The Holy Royal Aich Knight Teniplar Priest or Priestly by W

Oi dci Degi cc is the only one coiifei i ed by us or the Graiid
College in Englaiid. To hold coiiti oh ovei the others would by Cl
appeai unwise, aiid unique to say the least—especiallythe ut i~ -

thirteen we do not have ci have never seeii.

These thiiteeii degrees were pniited as the degiees held by
the old Eaily Giand Rite of Scotlaiid, by Hugh Murray. 19
High Street, Ayi, Scotland, in 1890. The list iiicludes ten of the
same names as those listed under our control now, plus several
othersno doubt,becausetheir iiamcs would so indicate. A few
wereprinted in the issuesof MISCELLANEA, official organof
the Allied Masonic Degreesof the United States.Also, two of
them were pimted iii 1835 in THE WORLD’S WONDER or
FREEMASONRY UNMASKED, by John W. Carter, Madi-
soiiville, Tennessee.Thesewere Kiiight of the Holy Sepulchre
and The 1-lohy and Illustrious Ordei of the Cross. There are
otherprintings.

However,the iiiotive coiisidcied by our Fouiiclers shouldbe
taken into considcratioii—that we assume control over the
gradesso that they could not he used for ulterior purposes,
iiistaiices of the kiiid being on record.” For that reason,we

shouldeiichcavoi to securethe missingrituals aiid depositthem
in oui Archives.
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Kiiights Priests, I have endeavoredto binig before you, in
oiic place,all the pertinentmatters concerningour Order. No
doubtsome additional things will be discoveredand brought
to our attention.Knights PriestsWard K. St. Chair, William L.
CummingsandWilliam MoselcyBrown, and I covered every-
thing we could find. To the latter, for examiningand editiiig
my manuscript,andgiving me muchhelp aboutthe early hap-
penings,I extendmy sincereappreciation.I regret the dearth
of materialavailablepreviousto 1814 andthe big gapbetween
then and this century, but have done my best.
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