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2 2-J94,4fJ~~L~v~

~
THE EMBLEM {~ ~ (

Of a Royal Arch Mason is the TRIPLE TAU
within a triangle encompassedby a CIRCLE.
The Equilateral, or Perfect Trtangle, is em-
blematical of the Deity—the one living and
true God, Creator of Heavenand Earth, and
symbolizes~His Unity andtheGreatTrinity of
H~s attributes,Omnipotence,Omniscience,and
Omnipresence,while the Circle representsthe
Universe created by Him, whose center is
everywhereand whosecircumferenceextends
to theboundlessrealmsof Eternity.

The Triple Tau is a symbol of the TRUE
WORD, and ts thereforethe appropriateem-
blem of thosewho discoverin this degreethe
mystery of the Great and SacredName,and
learn to revere God andworship Him.

- b~ 9 ~ 3

OFFICERSOF A CHAPTER

The following are the officers of a Royal
Arch Chapterand thestationsandplacesthey
occupy in the dependentLodges:

A DependentLodges
In Chapter~,~.

- R.W.M.

4~A~ Sentar Warden
~Scribe ~t ~ Junior Warden

Treasurer Treasurei~
Secretary)~ Secretary4i~r~haplain ~ cThap[afn
Captainof HostC41V~~ ~ Marshal

/~Principal Sojourner~ Z~~SSenior Deacon
Royal Arch Captain r.Jun[or Deacon

‘~~~f~?Masterof Third Veil *~Master Overseer
Masterof SecondVeil~~ Senk~rOverseer

~~~4Master of First Vei1~~~j~K ~JuniorOverseer
Sentinel Tiler

The gtahonsa~id~ p1ac~s0of thev~ious offi-
cers are as indicatedin the diagrams.

The High Priest representsJeshua,the first
High Priestof theJewsafter their return from
the Babylonian captivity. [-ustitle is Excel-
lent.

The King representsZerubbabel,a Prince
of Judah.

TheScribe representsHaggai, theprophet.



v.stichtingargus.n]
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stiebtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.n1
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stiebtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stiebtingargus.n]
w.stichtingargus.nl
w. stichtingargus.nl
w. stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stiebtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.St1chtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI

4

The Captainof the Host representstheGen-
eral of the troopswho returnedfrom Babylon.

The Principal Sojourner represents the
leaderof a small party of Jews,who cameup
from Babylon to assistin rebuilding theTem-
ple.

TheRoya]Arch Captainrepresentst
tam of theKing’s Guards. • he Cap..

The Masters of the Veil’ the at-~srepresent
tendantson the Tabernacle.

DETACH THE FOLLOWING AND STICK ON PAGEs OFTHE 1965
RITUAL ON THE TITLE PAGE ‘MARK MASTER”

SHORTFORM OPENINGMAY BEUSED AS PRESCRIBEDin tbe
1556 amendmentsto theR.A. Code.pages51 and 85—

- . (To openandnosein RA. DegreeusewordsIn parentheses)

R.W M. (ll.H.P.) Theofficerswill taketheir stationsand places.

RW.M. (K H.P.)(Afterallarekoownorvouehedfor) Bro.J.D. (R.A.C.)
whatishrsi/lastgreatcareuf anassemblageof Masons.

J0 (R.A C.) To seethat the Lodge (Tabernacle)isdub’ tiled (securely
guarded).

aW.M. (E H.P.) Too will performtbatduty andinform theTiler (Sen-
tinel) that I am aboatto open/closea Lodge (Chapterof R.A.M.)
md directhim to tile (guard) accordingly.

0 ~(RAC ) (Informs Tiler (Sentinel)closesdoor, givesraps,answered
andreports—Inclosingexchangelapsbeforeopeningdoor) R.W.M. (E.H.P.)
Tourorderhasbeenobeyedandwe areduly tiled (theTabernacleissecurely
guarded.)

R W M. (EM P) Bin S.D. (Comp. P.S.)you will display/closetheG.L.

‘~ 0. (P 5.) R.W.M. (E.H P.) the G.L. aredisplayed/closed.

R.W NI. (II H.P) ~ l3re.thren (Companions)let us pray. (In closing
have prayerbeforeC L areclosed. Prayersniay be omitted and Pledge
of Allegianceslmald be omitted when closing one degreeand opemngan-
otherun mediately.)

R W ~5 (EFIP ) I now declarethis Lodge(
Chapier No E.A M.) opened/closedin short form. Bro. J.D.

• (H A C.) you will soinform the Tiler (Sentinel).

.1 0 (R A C) (Gives raps, answered,open door) Bin. Tiler (Sentinel)
this Lodge (Chupter) is opened/closed R.W.M. (EliP.) your orderhas
beenobeyed.

RWM. (It H.P)
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Officers’ Stationsin Mark Master Degree

OPENING 7

DEGREEOF MARK MASTER

OPENING

(The Right worshipful Master takes his station
and calls ~o order by one knock with gavel. After
the Lodge has been purged, each Companion,when
addressing or addressedby a superior officer, will
give the penal sign or signs

R. W. M.—The officers will take their sta-
tions and places,

R. W. M.~~*~~BrotherJunior Deacon(Jun-
ior Deaconrises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful l’v]aster”) you will invite theBrethren
in and close thedoor.

(Junior Deacon doesso and reports:)
J. D.—R~ght Worshipful Master,your order

hasbeenobeyed.
R. W. M.—Thank you; be seated.
R. W. M.—

5——Brother SeniorWarden(Sen-
ior Warden rises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), are you satisfied that all
presentareMark MasterMasons?

S. W.—I am satisfiedin the West.
R. W. M.~*~~Brother Junior Warden(Jun-

ior Warden rises and responds:“Right Wor-
shipful Master”), are you satisfied that all
presentare Mark Master lVlasons?

J. W.—I amsatisfiedin theSouth.
R. W. M.—Thank you; be seated.
(If either Warden respondsin the negative.)
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8 MARK MASTER

R. W. M.—You will takethenecessarysteps
to satisfy yourself.

Warden—BrothersSenior and Junior Dea-
cons, you will approachthe West (or South).

Warden—BrotherSenior Deacon, you will
ascertainjfall on thenorth side of theLodge
are Mark Master Masons. Brother Junior
Deacon,you will ascertainif all on thesouth
side of the Lodgeare Mark Master Masons.

(The Deaconsascertain by personal knowledge or
avouchment, return to the west—or South—andre-
port:)

S. D.—Brother Senior (or Junior) Warden,
all on the north side of the Lodge are Mark
MasterMasons (specifyingexceptions,i~ any).

J. D.—Brother Senior (or Junior) Warden,
all on the south side of the Lodge are Mark
MasterMasons(specifyingexceptions,if any).

Warden—Thankyou; be seated.
Warden—Right Worshipful Master, I am

now satisfiedin the West (or South) that all
presentare Mark Master Masons (repeating
exceptionsspecified by the Deacons,if any).

(After the Lodge has been purged, the salutation
by giving the penal signs should neverbe omitted in
addressingor responding to a superior officer

R. W. M.—5—Brother Junior Deacon(Jun-
ior Deaconrises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”),w it f g a o aa o M?

J. D.—T s t t L i d t.

OPENING 9

R. W. IVI.—Y w p t d, a i t T t I a a t o a
M M’ L, a d h t t a.

(The Junior Deacon opens the door
J. D —Brother Tiler, the Right Worshipful

Master i at o a M M’ L a d t y t a.
Tiler—His ordershall be obeyed.
Ijunior Deacon closesthe door, gives ~ * on the

door, which is answeredby the Tiler in the same
manner. Junior Deaconfaces the East

J. D.—Right Worship!ul Master, y o h b 0,
a w a d t.

R. W. M.—H aw t, B J D?
J. D.—B aw B w, a w t p i o h o.
R. W. M —H d?
J. D.—T k o a ae, a an b s a a d q a h p.
R. W. M.—Thank you; be seated.
R. W. M.—5—Brother SeniorWarden (Sen-

ior Warden casesand responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), a y aM M M?

S. W.—I a; t m.
R. W. M.—H w y b t?
S.W. —By the a a m.
R. W. M.—W b t c a m?
S. W.—B t a t W T o a M M M.
R. W. M.—W m y a M M M?
S. W.—M o.
R. W. M.—W w y m aM M M?
S. W.—WalcadoMM’L?
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10 iVIARK MASTER

R. W. M.—H m c s a L?
S. W.—E o m.
R. W. M.—W o e o, w a t?
S. W.—TheRight Worshipful Master,Senior

and Junior Wardens,Senior and Junior Dea-
cons,Master, Seniorand Junior Overseers.

R. W. M.—(Gives ~ and all officers rise
except the Right Worshipful Master)—T J
0’s p i t L?

S. W.—A t s g.
R. W. M.—Brother Junior Overseer,y d?
J. O.—T I w p a t s g.
R. W. M.—The 5 0’s p i t L?
J. 0.—A t w g.
R. W. M.—Brother SeniorOverseer,y d?
S. O.—T I w p a t w g.
R. W. M.—The lvlaster Overseer’sp a t L?
S. 0.—A t e g.
R. W. M.—Brother Master Overseer,y d?
M. 0.—To completethe inspectionof work

when presentedat theeastgate.
R. W. M.—TheJ D’s p it L?
M. O.—O t r o t S W it W.
R. W. M.—Brother Junior Deacon,y d?
J. D.—T c m f t S W i t W t t J W i t

5, a e a t L a h m d, a s t t L i d t.
R. W. M.—T S D’s p a t L?
J. D.—O t r o t R W M i t E.

OPENING 11

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Deacon,y d?
S. D.—T c o f t R W M i t E t t S W i t W,

a e at L a h m d; w a a v b, a r a cc.
R. W. M.—The Junior Warden’ss i t L?
S. D.—] t S.
R. W. M.—Brother Junior Warden,w i t 5,

a y d?
J. W.—A t s i i t s a m a L t b a g o t d, s i

tJWitS,tbtott,ctC!ltr,stdth, a
ctoabootRWM.

R. W. M.—The Senior Warden’ss i t L?
J. W.—I t W:
R. W. M.—BrotherSenior Warden,w a t W,

a y d?
S. W.—A t s i i t w a t c o d, s i t S W i

t W, t a t R W M i o a c t L, p t C t w, i a
b d t, a s t n g a d; h b t c s a s o a w-g i,
m e t 0 0.

R. W. M.—The Right Worshapful Master’s
s i t L?

S. W.—] t E.
R. W. M.—W it E, a h d?
S. W.—A t s i i t e t o a g t d, s I t R W M
t E t o a g t L, s t C t 1, g t g a w i, o c

t s t b d.
IRight worshipful Master rises and gives *** All

the Brethren rise
R. W. M.—Brother Senior Warden (Senior

Warden responds: “Right Worshipful Mas-
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12 MARK MASTER

ter’),simotaMM’Lbofw. Toywctt
J W i t 5, a h t t B f t g.

S. W.—Brother Junior Warden (Junior
Wardenresponds: “Brother SeniorWarden”),
iitootRWMtaMM’sLbofw. To
y w c t t B f t g.

J. W.—Brethren (all give P. 5.), 1 1 t o o
tRWMtaMM’sLbofw. Otoywt
dnagya. LttE.

R. W. M.—T, Brethren,a t 5.

(All give signs of a Mark MasterMason I

S. W.—5~’5.
J. W.—~.
R. W. M.~*.

S. W.—5.
J. W.—~.
R. W. M.—B S D, y w d t G L.
S. D.—(DoessoI—Right Worshipful Master.

t G L ad.
R. W. M.—Brethren, let us pray.
Fatherof Mercies, wilt Thou, at this hour,

put to silencethe ignoranceof foolish men,
andgrant thatall maliceandguile, andhypoc-
risies,and envies,and all evil speakings,may
be removedfar from us, thatwe may indeed
tastethat theLord is gracious. Makeus to be

WORK 13

as living stones,tried andacceptedof Thee, to
be built up in that spiritual building, that
house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens. Amen.

Responseby the Brethren—Sm i b.
R. W. M.—I now declarethis Mark Mas-

ter’s Lodge, e t G a d t t m o H. A. (1-5),
openedin due and ancient form. Brother
Junior Deacon,you will so inform the Tiler.

(The Junior Deacon turns to the door, knocks
*~ *, which is answered by the Tiler in the same

manner. Junior Deacon opens the door)
J. D.—Brother Tiler, this Mark Masters’

Lodgeis openedin due and ancientform.
Tiler—So mote it be.
(The Junior Deacon closes the door and faces the

East.)
J. D.—Right Worshipful Master,your order

hasbeen obeyed.
(The Right worshipful Master gives ¶ and the

Brethren take their seats.)

WORK
First Section

R. W. M.—Brethren, this Lodge has been
called andopenedfor thepurposeof advanc-
ing to the honorary degreeof Mark Master
Brother A. B., who hasbeen duly and con-
stitutionally elected to receivethis degr~ee. If
therebe no objection, we will proceedwith
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14 MARK MASTER
the work. (No objection being offered.)

*Brother Secretary (Secretaryrises and re-

sponds: “Right Worshipful Master”), has the
fee beenpaid?

(Secretary answers “yes” or “no,” as the case may
be, If “no”’)

R. W. M.—You will perform that duty and
report.

(He does so, and, on returning to his place, re-
ports’)

Secretary—RightWorshipful l\~ aster,thefee
hasbeenpaid.

R. W. M.—Thank you; be seated.
R. W. M.~*~Brothers Senior and Junior

Deacons,you will approachthe altar (done).
R. W. M —Brother Deacons,you will retire,

prepare, and introducethe candidate.
(The Senior and J’unios Deaconsretire as directed,

and prepare the candidate. He is d o a m, his
c removed, his s roiied up, and he wears an a as a
Fellow Craft Mason The Deaconsare similarly pre-
pared The Deaconscarry an o a in the right hand,
grasping it at the top naturally between the t and f,
and swinging it at the side at fuli arm’s length, Can-
didate carries a k in the same manner, They enter
the Lodge room, without alarm, Senior Deacon first,
Junior Deacon next, the candidate following, taking
route as per the following diagram’)

WORK 15
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(The Senior Deacon may inform the candidate
that he representsa traditional character who as-
sisted at the building of King Solomon’s Temple.
On arsiving at the Junior Overseer’s place Senior
Deacon gives •*‘ *

J. O.—W c h?
S. D.—Craftsmen!rom the q with w f i.
J. 0.—Presenty w.
(Senior Deacon swings right hand carrying the

s oncefrom rear to front, throwing It up level with
his breast, arm extended, palm of hand upward:
catches the right hand and a in his left, left hand
underneath, palms of both hands upward, the a
being thuspresentedfor the inspectionof the Junior
Overseer,who takes the a and applies a to the angles,
etc and says:)

J. 0.—This is g w, t w, s w. Passto the
SeniorOverseer.

(Senior Deacon advances two steps toward Senior
vorseer and halts, The Junior Deacon approaches

Junior Overseer)the



I—

w.stichtingargus.n]
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w. stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus~nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.n]
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus~n1
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stiebtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stiebtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI

16 iVIARK MASTER

J. 0.—Presenty w.
(The Junior Deacon presents h w m the same

manneras doneby the Senior Deacon Junior Over-
seer examines it and says

J. 0.—This is g w, t w, s w. Passto the
SeniorOverseer.

(The Senior and Junior Deacons advance two
steps toward the Senior Overseer and halt The
candidate approachesthe Junior Overseer

J. 0.—Presenty w.
(The candidate presentsh w in the samemanner

as done by the Senior and Junior Deacons The
Junior Overseer examinesit and says:)

J. 0.—This is g w, t w, but it is neither o
nor 5; neitherhasit the m (1-9) of any of the
Craft upon it known to me, but owing to its
singular form and beautyI am unwilling to
rejectit, andwall suffer it to passto theSenior
Overseerfor further inspection.

(The three approach the xvest gate, and the same
ceremonies and conversations ensuewith the Senior
Overseer, who directs them to the Master Overseer
br final inspection On arriving at the east gate,
the Senior Deacon gives ***

IVI 0.—Who comeshere?
S. D.—Craftsmanfrom the q with w for i.
M. 0.—Presenty w.
(Senior Deacon presentsh w in the samemanner

as before.)
M. 0.—This is g w, t w, s w; hasa proper

m (1-9) upon it, and entitles you to w (7-8).
(Senior Deacon moves forward Junior Deacon

approaches,presentsh w, and receives the same
answer from the Master Overseer Junior Deacon
moves on, and candidate approachesMaster Oves-
seer I
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M. 0.—Presenty w.
(Candidate presentsh w as before. Master Over-

seer examinesa ci itically, with surprise,and says:)
M. 0.—This is g w, t w, but it is neither o

nors; neitherhas it the m (1-9) of any of the
Craft upon it known to me. Stand aside!
Overseers,assemble.

(Senior and Junior Overseerscome to the east
gate.)

M. 0.—Brother Junior Overseer,did you
permit this p of w to passyour inspection?

J. 0.—I did, with the remark at the time
that it wasneither a nor s; but owing to its
singular form and beautyI wasunwilling to
reject it, andpermittedit to passto theSenior
Overseerfor further inspection.

S. 0.—And I, for similar reasons,permitted
it to passto you for final inspection.

M. 0.—Brethren,you seeit is neithero nor
5. 5 w only is such as we have orders to
receive. Neither has it the m (1-9) of any
of the Craft upon it known to me. Do you
know that m (1-9), or any usefor sucha 5?

S 0.—I do not.
J. 0.—Neitherdo I.
M. 0.—Neitherdo I. Whatshall we do with

it?
J. 0.—Let us heaveit over among therub-

bish.
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18 MARK MASTER

M. and S. 0.—Agreed
(The Master Overseer heaves a over his 1 a. It

is caught by the Senior Deacon and mid upon the
floor.)

M. 0. (to Candidate)—Yourw is rejected
(7-8).

R. W. M.—5—BrotherJunior Warden(Jun-
ior Warden rises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), what is the h?

J. W.—The s h of the s day of the w.
R. W. M.—This is the day and the hour

when theCraft should repair to theapartment
of the SeniorWarden to r t w. You will give
your orders accordingly.

J. W.~***~Brethren, you will form in pro-

cessionon the north side a! theLodge, single
file, facing the East, andrepair to the apart-

ment of the Senior Warden to r y w.
(The processionis formed on the north side ol the

Lodge, the Overseers in front, followed by Crafts-
men,then the SeniorDeacon,and last the candidate
The Junior Deacon is stat[oned by the iatlice win-
dow, with d s raised over the window. Procession
moves asin diagramon page42. As they pass,each
thrustsr h into the window, giving t (3-3) Candi-
date’s h is a by the Senior warden.)

S. W.—An impostor! An impostor1 5 o h

r h ! (10-7).
(Junior Deacon brings d his a as if to obey.)
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S. D.—Hold! He is no impostor!
S. W.—He hasattemptedto d w (7-8) when

nonewere due him.
S. D.—I know him to be a Fellow Craft. I

havewroughtwith him in the quarries.
S. W.—Can you vouchfor him as a Fellow

Craft?
S. D.—I can.
S. W.—I will releasehim upon thecondition

that you take him to the Right Worshipful
Master for his decision

S. D —I will receivehim upon that condi-
tion.

R. W. M.~*.
(The candidateis releasedby the Senior warden

and is conducted by the Senior Deacon to the Right
worshipfui Master Ail the other officers and Breth-
ron resumetheir appropriateplaces

S. D.—Right Worshipful Master, this young
Craftsman has just been detectedas an im -

postor at the apartmentof the Senior Ward-
en, in attempting to d w (7-8) when none
werehis due, but hewasreleasedupon condi-
tion that I present him before you for exami-
nation and decision.

(The Master Overseer steps forward from his
place and says

M. 0.—RightWorshipful Master,hehasalso
beenguilty of presentingwork that would not
passinspection.
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20 MA.RK MASTER

R. W. M.—(to candidate)—Areyou a Fellow
Craft Mason?

(Senior Deacon ~rompta candidate)
Candidate—Iam; try me.
R. W. M.—Give me thedueguardandpenal

sign of a Fellow Craft Mason.
(Candidategives them)
R. W. M.—You appearto be a Fellow Craft

Mason. Can it be possible that it was your
intention to impose upon the Craft? Do you
know the penalty of an impostor? (Senior
Deaconpromptscandidate,“I do not.”)

R. W. M.—The penalty of an impostor is to
h h r h s o (7-7), and that penalty must be
inflicted unlessyou cangive mea satisfactory
reasonwhy it should be remitted. Haveyou
everbeentaughthow to r w? (Senior Deacon
prompts candidate,“I havenot.”)

R. W. M.—That serves in somemeasureto
mitigate theoffense,and I will remit thepen-
alty upon condition that on the first hour of
the first day of theweek, when the Craft re-
turn to the quarries to resumetheir labors,
you go with them, and there labor until you
shall be ableto presentsuchwork as will pass
the Overseers’ squares and entitle you to
w.

My Brother, these ceremon[es are intro-
ducedfor thepurposeof impressingupon your

WORK 21

mind, in thestrongestpossiblemanner,that a
Masonshould never,underany circumstances,
attempt to receive that which is not his just
due, nor in any manner attempt to impose
upon anyone,more especiallya brother Ma-
son; that shouldhe do so, he is not only guilty
of a greatwrong, but also violateshis solemn
obligations.

“Be careful, my Brother, that thou receiveth
no w, hereor elsewhere,that arenot thy just
due, for if thou dost, thou wrongestsome-
one by taking that which in God’s chancery
belongeth to him, whether that which thou
thus takethbewealth, or rank, or influence,or
reputation.”

R. W. MX—Brother Senior Deacon,you will
conduct the candidate to a seat with the
Brethren.

R. W. M.—Brethren, the sixth day of the
weekhasdrawn to a close. (Pauseandlower
or turn out the lights for a momentto denote
closeof day. Have appropriatemusic. Sug-
gest “A PerfectDay.”)

(Lights are turned nn)

R. W. M.~***~The holy Sabbathhasbe-
gun. Let us attend reverently to the wor-
ship of the God of our fathers.
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22 MARK MASTER

(The Chaplainapproachesthe altar and reads:)
“In six daysGodcreatedtheheavenandthe

earth, the sea and all that in them is, and
rested on the seventhday and hallowed it.”
Theseventhday, therefore,our ancientbreth-
ren consecratedas a day of rest from their
labors, therebyenjoying frequent opportuni-
ties to contemplatethe glorious works of cre-
ation and to adore and worship their great
Creator.

PSALM 1

1 Blessed is the man that waJkethnot in
thecounselof theungodly,nor standethin the
way of sinners,nor sitteth in the seatof the
scornful.

2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD:
and in His law doth he meditate day and
night.

3 And he shall be like a tree plantedby the
rivers of water, thatbringethforth his fruit in
his season;his leaf also shall not wither; and
whatsoeverhe doethshall prosper.

4 The ungodly are not so: but are like the
chaff which the wind driveth away.

5 Thereforethe ungodly shall not standin
the judgment, nor sinnersin thecongregation
of the righteous.

6 For the LORD knoweth the way of the
righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall
perish.

(Prayer may be offered
(The following ode must be sung or read Tune,

Doxology’

WORK 23

Another six days’ work is done,
Another seventhis begun;
Return, my soul, enjoy thy rest,
Improve the day thy God hath blessed.
In holy duties let the day
In holy p[easurespass away;
How sweet a Sabbaththus to spend
In hope of one which ne’er shall end.

R. W. M.~*.
(The lights are again temporarily lowered or ex-

trnguished to denote close of day. For appropriate
music, suggest Doxology.”)

(Lights are turned on.)

H. W. M.—t—Brother Junior Warden
(Junior Warden rises and responds: “Right
Worshipful Master”), what is the h?

J. W—The f h of the f day of theweek.
Ft. W. IVE—This is the day and the hour

when the Craft should return to the quarries
to resumetheir labors. You will give your
orders according[y.

J. W.~***~Craftsmen, you will return to
thequarr[es andresumeyour labors.

(The Senior Deacon retires with the candidate,
explainsto him what to do, and returns to the Lodge
room The candidate enters without alarm with
“good work,” which is presented to the Overseers
as before, and passesinspection in due form. The
Senior Deacon takes charge of the candidate, and,
approachingthe East,says:)

S. D—Right Worshipful Master, this is the
young Fellow Craft who was orderedto the
quarries,thereto labor until he should be able
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24 MARK MASTER

to presentsuchwork as would passtheOver-
seers’squares. He hasdone so.

R. W. M.—My Brother, I congratulateyou
on having presentedwork which haspassed
inspection and entitles you to w; but before
you can be taught how to r them you must
return to the room whenceyou came,and be
duly preparedandreceivedin dueandancient
form.

(Senior Deacon conducts candidate to the ante-
room.)

Second Section

(The candidate—or candidates—bdng d o a m, is
further prepared by having his b exposed,and a c
t four tunes a his body. He wears an apron as a
Fellow Craft Mason, and is conducted to the door
of the Lodge by the Junior Deacon, who gives the
alarmby ***

S. D.—Right Worshipful Master,thereis an
a a t d o t p r.

R. W. M.—You will a t a, Brother Senior
Deacon,a r t c.

(Senior Deacon goesto the door of the prepara-
tion room, gives *** ~, opens the door, and says.)

S. D.—Who comeshere?
J.D.—Brother A. B. (if morethan onecan-

didate, changewording accordingly),who has
beenregularly i, p, and r to the s d of Master
Mason,and n d t r m 1 by beingadvancedto
the honorary degreeof Mark Master.

WORK 25

S. D.—Brother A. B.,
y m t r?

Candidate—Itis.
S. D.—Brother Junior
J. D.—He is.
S. D.—r h w a w q?
J.D.—He is.
S. D.—Hashe presenteda satisfactoryspeci-

men of his w and made suitable p in the p
degreesto entitle him to this?

J. D.—He has.
S. D.—By w p r o b d h e t g admittance?
J. D.—B t b o t p.
S. D.—H h t p?
J. D.—H h i n, b I h i f h.
S. D.—Advanceand give it.
(Junior Deacon advances and gives the p ~n a w

to the Senior Deacon—2-8)
S. D.—BrotherA. B., you will wait until the

Right Worshipful Master can be informed of
your requestandhis answerreturned.

(Senior Deacon closes the door and goes to the
westside of the altar.)

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Deacon, w w I
c o t a?

S. D —I find without Brother A. B., etc.
(The same dialogue ensuesas at the door, until

the following question is asked and answered:)
R.W.M.—Hhtp?

iioyofwaat

Deacon,i h d a t p?
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26 MARK MASTER

S. D.—H h i n, b I h i f h.
R. W. M.—SincetheBrother comesendowed

with then q, it is my orderthathe (or they)
e a b r i d a af.

(The Senior Deaconreturns to the door, opens it
without alarm, and says

S. D.—Brother A. B., it is the order of the
Right WorshipfulMastert y e a b r i d a af.

(The candidate is conductedby the Junior Deacon
through the door, about two or three steps inside
the Lndge room, and is met by the Senior Deacon
who halts him, places the e of a c against his n
b, and says:

S. D.—Brother A. B., I r y i t M Ms’ L on
the e of the engraver’sc, underthe pressure
of the m (strikes h of the c with the m
lightly), which is to teachyou that themoral
preceptsof this degreeshould make a deep
and lasting impressionupon your future life
and conduct.

(The Senior Deacnn with his left hand takes the
candidate by the right arm and conductshim four
times arnund the Lodge, stopping each time at the
station of the Right Worshipful Master, who recites
the following passagesof scripture The stationed
officers, commencing with the Junior warden,giving
first ~, then **, then “~, and lastly ~ * asthe can-
didate passes.)

The stonewhich thebuildersrefused is be-
comethe headstoneof the corner.

*

Did ye never read in the Scriptures, The
stonewhich thebuilders rejected,the sameis
becometheheadof the corner?

I]

27WORK

**

And haveye not read this Scripture, The
stone which the builders rejected is become
theheadof thecorner?

What is this, then,that is written, The stone
which the builders rejected, the sameis be-
comethe headof the corner?

*5* ‘i
(Arriving at the Junior warden’sstation, the Sen-

ior Deacon gives~ *

J. W.—~—Who comeshere?
(The same dialogue ensuesas at the door)
J. W.—You havemy permissionto pass.
(Senior Deacon conducts the candidate to the

4enior Warden’s station wh~re he gives ~
S. W.—~—Who comeshere?
(The samedialogue ensuesas at the door)
S. W.—You have n’iy permissionto pass.
(Senior Deacon conducts the candidate to the

Right worshipful Master’s station, where he gives

R. W. M.—Who comeshere?
(The samedialogue ensuesasat the door with the

additional question’)

R. W. 1VI.—(sits)—Whencec t B a w i h t?
S. D —F t W, t t t E
R. W. M.—W d h a 1 t W a t t t E?
S. D.—In s o m 1.
R. W. 1VI.—M 1 b h o, it is my order that

you reconduct him to the Senior Warden in
theWest,who will t h h t a t E i p m t o m 1.

(The Senior Deaconconducts the candidate to the
s w ‘s station facing the West and says
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28 MARK MASTER

S. D.—Brother Senior Warden, it is theor-
der of theRight Worshipful Master that you
t Brother A. B. h t a t E i t p m t o m 1.

(Senior warden takes candidate by arm and faces
him toward the East.)

S. W.—Brother A. B., you will a y r f, p
t h o t 1 t t h o t r, y f f a r a, y b eb t a, f t
R W M i t E. (Done.) Right Worshipful
Master, the Brother is before the altar.

R. W. M.—My Brother, for the fourth time
y s b t a o F, and for the first time w a 1
c a d o Mark Master’s Lodge. Before you
canproceedyou mustt u y t s o o o o a Mark
MasterMason. I assureyou t i n t that is i
with your c or r d or with thoseh and n d
wyotG,yc,yn,yf,oy. Wta,dysdtp?

Candidate—Ido.
R. W. M.—Brother SeniorWarden,you will

p t B a t a i d a a f.
S. W. (to candidate)—Youwill k o b k,

bhrutHB,sac. (Done.)
S. W.—Right Worshipful Master, t B i a t

a i d a a f.
R. W. N’I.—555—Brethren,you will a around

t aa w t S 0.

(The Brethren form two P lines. The Senior
Warden is immediately behind the candidate, and
the Right Worshipful Master at the eastside of the
altar, facing the candidate)
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R. W. M.—BrotherA. B., y w s I, p y n if. a
r a m.

I, ,omof
w a a, it p o A G a t R W MM L, et Ga d
t t m 0 H A, d h a h s p a s s, t I w n r t s 0 t
d t a b o a p d, n t a p i t w, e i b w a I c a d
o M M L, o t ab o t d an u h u b d t, s e, o Ii,
I s h f h a 1 e t t s am.

Ifpas,tlwaaoadsasstarbmf
aM M L, o g m b a b o t d, i w t 1 o m c.

I f p a s, t I w r t m o a b M M M, w o t m
aap, aw gh r, i w m p; in, 1w r h m w t p t,
w i a J h s o s, e i v t t f p o a d.

I f p a s, t I w n a o c t m w I s h s a t s s
h b r i t L B o M.

I f p a s, t I w n 1 o s m m, n p i a s t, u i
s h b r f i f p.

I f p as, t] w n c, w o d a MM L, o a b o t
d, o o t v o a d w, w i o p; n w I p t s t b d, I
w m p t p.

A t I s p as s, w t Ib, e o m r, b m u n 1 a p
t t o h m r e sm o a m r h st o, s I k v t m s 0

ooaaMMM. ShmGakmsidpots.
(5-9).

R. W. M.—Brother A. B., you will d y h and
in t of your s k the H. B. (Candidatedoesso.)
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Brother Sensor Warden, you will r t c t.
The Brother is n b t u b a s t. (Doesso.)

(The Right Worshipful Master steps back to the
end of the parallel lines and says’)

R. W. M.—You now behold me, the (as)
Right Worshipful Master of this Lodge, ap-
proachingyou from theEastw t s (takesthe
5) and p s (gives both s din the p of the o)
of aMark MasterMason. This is the s (points
to it), and alludes to the p o y f w s b t a.
These(gives p s as above) are the p s, and
allude to thep of the o. Always on entering
or retiring from a Mark Masters’ Lodge, you
should a t a and s the Right Worshipful
Master w thesep s (givesthem). Extending
to you my right handin t o c f, b 1, ac—(takes
candidateby the right hand then releasesit,
saying:) but before you rise, my Brother, I
call your attention to ohe of the pledgesof
your obligation. You havejust sworn at this
sacredaltar that you w r t m o a b M M lvi
w o y a a p, a w g h r i w y p; i n, t y w r
h m w t p t, w i a Jh s o s, ei v t t f p o a d.
Inrytlm
d, f w I o y m m a a p (4-8).

(The RW M offers his m (7-2) which should be
made on a card or pieceof paper, to the candidate,
who may hesitate to t t m (7-4), in which case the
R W M says
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R. W. M.—You haveswornt r ab’s m. Y c
r t t m m (7-9.)

(Candidate takes the m—l-9

R. W. M.—Will you grant my request?
(Candidatedoes not, of course, and perhapssays

he cannot The Right Worshipful Master says
R. W. M.—Will you r my m (1-9) So that

I can apply to someother Brother?
(Candidateprobably offers the M—l-9, which the

Right worshipful Masterdoesnot receive,and says’)
R. W. M.—You haveswornthat y w r a b’s

m w t p t, w i a J h s o s, e i v t t f p o a d
(1-10). You must r m m w i p (7-3).

S. D.—Pight Worshipful Master, theBrother
cannotcomply with thatpart of his obligation
whichbindshsmtorab’smwtpt Hie
d (9-3).

R. W. M.—[s it possible,my Brother, that
you, after having assumedsuch obligations,
and evenbeforeleaving the altar, are so un-
fortunate as to be compelled to violate them?
Examine yourself carefully and see if you
cannot find about your person, somewhere
concealed,s s a s a t p o m m (3-9).

(The candidate searchesand fails

R. W. M.—Do you find yourself entirely d?
(2-[0).

Candidate—Ido.
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H. W. M.~BretbI~en,you seebeforeyou a
Mark Master Iv] ason who is so entirely d
(2-10) that he is unableto comply with that
part of his obligation which requireshim to
r a b’s m w i p (8-8). Who will assisthim?

(Brethren aD rid “I will” and reach forwardreapO with rn—S-

8 Candidate ac-
toward the candidat
ceptafrom one of them)

H. W. M.~This enablesyou, my Brother,
to r m m w i p (1-7). (Takes it.) This de-
mand is madeof you at this time, when on
your bendedknees at the altar, to impress
upon your mind in themost solemn mann&
that you should neverhastily reject the ap-
plication of a worthy Brother, especially
when accompaniedby so sacreda pledge as
his m (i-9), but grant his requestif within
your power; if not, r h m w t p t (4-6), which
will enablehim to procure the necessitiesof
life.

l~

‘Ii

(The Right Worshipful Master again takes the

candidateby the right hand)

R. W. IVI.—I now r you from a r a t a p’
and will proceed,with the assistanceof the
SeniorDeacon,t i y w t g aw (7-i) of a Mark
MasterMasOn. T m alt y (5-6).

— (Takes the candidate by the P g—2-6-—-Of a Mark

Master Mason)
R. W. M.~Brother SeniorDeacOn,w i t?
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S. D.—The p g (2-6) of a Mark MasterMa-
son.

R. W. M.—H i an?
S. D.—I h.
R. W. M.—W y g it m?
S. D.—I d n s r i, n w] s ii.
H. W. M.—H w y ii t I m a a a k o
S. D.—I w s i w y.
R. W. M.—S a b.
(Senior Deacon gives a s.)
(Right Worshipful Master gives f a.)
(SeniorDeacon gives f 5.)
(Right Worshipful Master gives s a.)
(Senior Deacon gives the e w.)
R. W. M.—This is the p g (2-6) of a Mark

Master Mason, thename of which is J (2-8).
It alludesto thea p o J (10-20), wheremuch
of them ft b o K S T (1-6) waslanded,after
beingbroughtfrom Mount Lebanonby seaon
floats. Masonic tradition informs us that the
coast at that point was so steepthat it was
difficult for the workmen to ascendwithout
assistance,whichwasaffordedthem by means
of this s g (2-2) given by others stationed
there for that purpose. Brother Senior Dea-
con, will you b o o

S. D.—F.
R. W. M.—F w t w?
S. D.—From the p g (2-6) of a Mark Master

Mason to the t g (8-9) of thesame.
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R. W. M.—P a p y.
(Right worshipful Master takes candidateby the

t g—8-9)

R. W. M.—W it?
S. D.—The t g (8-9) of a Mark MasterMa-

son.
R. W. M.—H i a n?
S. D.—I h.
R. W. 1VI.—W y g it m?
S. D.—I d n s r i, n w I s s i.
R. W. M.—H w y i I t I m a a a k o
S. D.—I will s i w y.
R. W. M.—S ab.
(SeniorDeacon gives a a.)
(Right worshipful Mastergives f a.)
(Senior Deacon gives f s)
(Right worshipful Master gives a a.)
(Senior Deacongives the e w

R. W. iVI—This is the t g (8-9) of a Mark
Master IViason, the nameof which is 1VI. W
(6-9). It alludes to a certain text of Scrip-
ture: “And the Lord said unto me, Son of
Man, mark well, andbeholdwith thine eyes,
and hear with thine earsall that I say unto
thee concerning all the ordinances of the
houseof the Lord, and all the laws thereof;
and mark well the entering in of the house,
with every going forth of the sanctuary.”

(The Right Worshipful Master explains that
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the t g formsthe initials of the t w.) Brother
SeniorDeacon,will you be o o f?

S. D.—O.
(The Right worshipful Master returns to his sta-

tion, seatsthe Brethren with ¶ and directs the Sen-
ior Deacon to conduct the candidate In the East
Junior warden remains out of his station until the
Charge)

R. W. M.—The Working Tools of a Mark
MasterMason aretheChisel andMallet.

TheChisel morally demonstratestheadvan-
tagesof discipline and education. The mind,
like the diamondin its original state, is rude
and unpolished,but as the effectof the chisel
on theexternalcoatsoon presentsto view the
latent beautiesof the diamond,so education
discoversthe latent virtues of the mind and
drawsthem forth to range the large field of
matter and space, to display the summit of
human knowledge, our duty to God and to
man.

The Mallet morally teachesus to correct
irregularities and to reduceman to a proper
level, so that, by quiet deportmenthe may in
the school of discipline learn to be content.
What the mallet is to the workman, enlight-
ed reason is to the passions. It curbs am-
bition, depressesenvy, moderatesanger, and
encouragesgood dispositions whence arises
amonggood Masonsthat comely order
“Which nothing earthlygives or candestroy,
The soul’s calm sunshine,and the heartfelt

joy.”
(Some confusion arises in the Lodge room SD

conducts candidate about six feet to the south.)
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R. W. M.—5—Brother Senior Warden, why
this idlenessamong theCraft?

S. W.—Right Worshipful Master, the Tem-
ple is nearly completed,but theCraft areat a
standstill for the wantof a k (8-3) belonging
to one of the principal a (6-3), which no one
hasreceivedordersto make.

R. W. IVI.—That pieceof work wasassigned
to G. M. H A. (1-8), andfrom his well-known
punctuality I feel certain that it was com-
pleted accordingto its originaldesignprior to
his death.* Brother Overseers,you will ap-
proach theEast.

(The Overseers approach the East The Right
worshipful Mastes hands them a design of the Ic
(8-3), with its m (1-9), and says.)

R. W. M.—Has a pieceof work bearingthat
m (1-9) beenpresentedto you for inspection?

(Overseers consult, examining the design)

M. 0.—Right Worshipful Master,on reflec-
tion, we find that therehas;but, it being nei-
ther oblong nor square,squarework only be-
ing such as we had orders to receive,and not
having the m (1-9) of any of the Craft upon
it known to us, we were unanimousin con-
cluding it unfit for use and heaved it over
among the rubbish.

R. W. M.—That is truly unfortunate,for no
less dependsupon that stonethanthecomple-
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tion of theTemple. You will, therefore,make
strict searchin and about the apartmentsof
theTemple andamong the rubbish, to see if
it can be found.

(Overseersmake iearch, find the stone, and re-~
turn with it to th~ East

M. 0.—Right Worshipful Master, strict
searchhasbeenmade,andthe stoneis found.

R. W. M.—Presentit. (Done.) This is the
stone* which wassetat naughtby you build-
ers * which is become* the headof the cor-
ner. * Brother Senior Deacon,you will con-
duct the Brother to the East. (Done.) My
Brother, this is an imitation of the k (8-3)
upon which this degreeis founded. Its color
is white, and alludes to a certain passageof
Scripture: “To him that overcomethwill I
give to eat of the hidden manna,and I will
give him a white stone,andin thestonea new
namewritten which no man knoweth, saving
him thatreceivethit.” The new namewhich
I now presentto you asaMark Master Mason
is composedof certain words, of which the
letters H. T. W. S. S. T. K. S. on this stone
are the initials. (Gives word in full—5-1O.)
Within this circle of letters eachcraftsmanis
taught to placehis private m (1-9), to which
his obligation alludes, This wasonce thepri-
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vatem (1-9) of C. LVI H. A. (2-8), and is now
the general m (1-9) of the Craft.

(The Right Worshipful Master here explains the
different signs, and the t; calls attention to his
obligation to record his m, 9c., and delivers the
following, which may be omitted if desired:)

LECTURE
My Brother,a brief explanationof thecere-

moniesof this degreewill prove equally inter-
estingand instructive.

At the building of King Solomon’s Temple
therewereemployed80,000Fe[low Crafts, one
of whom you have this evening represented,
whosecustomit was, at thecloseof thesixth
day of each week, to repair to the Temple
with work for inspection. The inspectors,
who wereselectedfrom amongthe mostskill-
ful craftsmen,werecalled Overseers,,andsta-

tioned at the south, west, and east gates to
receiveall work brought up for the building
of the Temple.

To provide againstfaulty work, wroi=ghtby
unskilled craftsmen, being received, King
Solomon had ordained that every craftsman
shou[d select for himself a m (1-9), a copy
of which should be placedupon eachpieceof
work by him wrought so that it might be
known and distinguishedwhen presentedfor
inspection.

The w (7-8) of aworkman werea p (2-4) a
day, paid by the Senior Warden, who, under
orders from King Solomon, required every
cr4tsman entitled to w (7-8) to thrust his
right handthrough a latticed window, into his
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private apartment, bearing in thepalm of his
handa copy of his m (1-9), andat the same
time giving this t (3-3) The Senior Warden,
seeing the m a t (8-7), knew that w (7-8)
were due him and paid him accordingly.
Without the m a t (8-7) he would be detected
as an impostor, and would suffer the penalty
—h h r h s o (10-9).

The ceremoniesof this degreewerefounded
on the k (8-3), wroughtby C. M. H. A. (1-8)4
and used in the principal a (6-3) of King
Solomon’s Temple. Our traditions inform us
thaton a certainsixth dayayoung craftsman,
repairingto theTemplewith work for inspec-
tion, found this curiously-wroughtk (8-3) in
the quarries,and, observingits peculiarform
and beauty, substitutedit for his own work.
He then presentedit at thesouth gatefor in-
spection. The Junior Overseerhesitatedto
receiveit, but becauseor its peculiarform and

permittedit to passto theSeniorOver-beauty
eer, who, for similar reasons,passedit to the

MasterOverseer. The Master Overseerbeing
unacquaintedwith the principles of the a
(6-3), and observing that it was neither ob-
long nor square,squarework only beingsuch
as he was orderedto receive,andthat it had
noneof the regularm (1-9) of the craft upon
it, calleda council or theOverseers,andthey,
knowing of no use to which it couldbe con-
verted in the building of the Temple, heaved
it over amongthe rubbish.

The young craftsmanthen attemptedto re-
ceive w (7-8), but for want of this t—8-10—
(gives it)—3 -3—was detectedas an impostor,
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andhad it not beenfor the timely interposi-
tion of a Brother, would have suffered the
penalty of (givesit) h. h. r. h. s. o.

When the Temple was nearing completion,
theSenior Warden reportedto King Solomon
that thecraft wereunableto proceedwith the
work becauseof thewant of a k (8-3) belong-
ing to the principal a (6-3) of the Temple.
King Solomon repliedthat that piece of work
hadbeenassignedto G..M. H. A. (1-8), who,
from his well-known punctuality, had no
doubt promptly executedit. Searchwas or-
dered, the k (8-3) found, and in due time
placed in its properposition in the a (6-3).

This degreewasfoundedby Solomon,King
or Israel; Hiram, King of Tyre; and H. A., and
wasintendednot only to renderit impossible
for any Brother Mark MasterMason to suffer
for the necessitiesof life when the p o h m
(8-6) would obtain them,but also as areward
for industry, fidelity, and skill, and to incul-
cate integrity and charity.

R. W. M.—Brother SeniorDeacon,you will
place theBrother before the altar.

(Junior Warden resumesstalion.)

CHARGE
My Brother, I congratulateyou on having

been thought worthy of being advancedto
this honorabledegreeof Freemasonry. Per-
mit me to impressit on your mind that your
assiduity should ever be commensuratewith
your duties,which becomemoreandmore ex-
tensive asyou advancein Masonry.

In the honorablecharacterof Mark Master
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Mason it is more particularly your duty to let
your conduct in the Lodge and among your
Brethrenbe suchasmay standthe test of the
Overseers’squares;that you may not, like the
unfinished and imperfect work of the negli-
gent and unfaithful of former times, be re-
jectedand thrownasideasunfit for thatspir-
itual building, that house not made with
hands,eternal in theheavens.

While suchis your conduct,should misfor-) tune assailyou, should friends forsake you,
should envy traduceyour good nameandmal-
ice persecuteyou, yet you may haveconfi-
dence that amongMark Master Masonsyou
will find friends who will administerrelief to
your distressesandcomfort to your afflictions,
ever bearing in mind, as a consolationunder
all the frowns of fortune, and as an encour-
agementto the hope for betterprospects,that
the stone which the builders rejected—pos-
sessingmerits to them unknown—becamethe
chief stoneor the Temple.

Brother Senior Deacon, you will conduct
our Brother to a seat. (Done.)

H. W. M.—5—Brother Junior Warden,what
is the hour?

S. W —The sixth hour of the sixth day of
the week.

H. W. M.—This is the day and the hour
whentheCraft shouldrepair to theapartment
of the SeniorWardento r their w. You will
give your ordersaccordingly.
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42 MARK MASTER

J. W.~i~~Brethren, you will form in pro-
cessionon thenorth side of theLodge, single
file, facing the East,andrepair to the apart-

ment of theSeniorWardento r your w (7-8).
(The processionis formed on the north side of the

Lodge, facing the East, the Overseersin front, then
ihe candidate, and then the Brethren. Procession
moves around the Lodge, according to diagram, the
Rrethren singing

I Ptoccssienformed.

-I. -4 -1-

4:
U

4:

• 4- .4- —

I F]

43WORE

Hiram, thewidow’s son,
Sent unto So]omon

Our great keystone;
On it appearsthe name
That raiseshigh the fame
Of all to whom the same

Is truly known.

You who havepassedthe square,
For your reward prepare,

Join heart and haiid,
Eachwith his mark in view,
March with the just and true;
Wagesto you are due

At your command.

Now to the westwardmove,
Where, full of strengthand love,

Hiram doth stand;
But if impostorsare
Mixed with the worthy there,
Caution them to beware

Of the right hand.
(On arriving at th?e apartment of the Senior Ward-

en, each thrusts his right hand through the lattice
window and receivesa p (2-4) All having received
xv (7-8). dissatisfachonis expressedwhen the candi-
date is found to have received a p—(2-4).

R. W. ~ Brother SeniorWarden,what
is the causeof this confusion?

S. W.—TheCraft arenot satisfiedwith their
w (7-8).

R. W. M.—Have you not p e m a t a? (6-5).

S. W.—I have.

hi

cn

Tune: “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee.”
Mark Masters all appear
Before theChief O’erseer,

In concertmove;
Let him your work inspect
For the Chief Architect,
If there be no defect,

He will approve.
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44 MARK MASTER

R. W. M —Then,Brethren,why areyou dis-
satisfied?

J. D.—R=ghtWorshipfu] Master, we, who
have borne the burden and heatof the day,
complain that thosewho camein at theelev-
enthhour havebeenmadeequalunto us.

R. W. M.—Will you hear the traditional
law?

J. 13.—We will.
H. W. M.—Not only hearit, but abideby it?
J.D.—We will, but we knowof no suchlaw.
(Right Worshipfu] Master from his stationrecites,

or reads from the ritual, the fo]]owing. Matthew 20
1•56

“For thekingdom of heaven is like unto a
man that is an householder,which went out
early in the morning to hire laborersinto his
vineyard. And when he had agreedwith the
laborersfor a pennya day, he sentthem into
his vineyard And he went out about the
third hour and sawothersstandingidle in the
market-placeand said unto them, Go ye also
into the vineyard, and whatsoeveris right I
will give you. And they went their way.
Again he went out aboutthe sixth and ninth
hour and did likewise. And about the elev-
enthhour hewent out andfoundothersstand-
ing idle and saith unto them: Why standye
hereall theday idle? They sayunto him: Be-
causeno man hath hired us. He saith unto
them Goye also into thevineyard,andwhat-
soeveris right that shall ye receive. So when

WORE 45

evenwascome, the lord of the vineyardsaith
unto his steward: Call the laborersand give

F them their hire, beginning from the lastunto
F the first. And when they came that were

hired about the eleventhhour, they received
everymana penny. But when thefirst came,
they supposedthat They should havereceived
more,andthey likewise receivedeverymana
penny, and when they had receivedit, they
murmured againstthe good man of thehouse,
saying: Theselasthavewroughtbut onehour
and thou hastmadethem equalunto us who
have borne the burden and the heat of the
day. But he answeredone of them and said:
Friend, I do thee no wrong. Didst thou not
agreewith me for a penny? Take that thine
is and go thy way. I will give unto this last
evenasunto thee. Is it not lawful for me to
do as I will with my own? Is thine eye evil
becauseI am good? So the last shall be first
andthe first last, for manyarecalled,but few
are chosen~’

H. W. M.—What sayyou now. Are you sat-
isfied?

All theBrethren—Weare.
(The Brethren, standing, sing the ]ast verse.)
Tune: “My Country, ‘Tis of Thee.”

Now to the praise of those
Who triumphedo’er the foes

Of Masons’ art.
To the praiseworthythree
Who founded this degree,
May all their virtues be

Deep in our hearts.
(The ght Worshlpfu] Master gives ¶ seating

the Lodge)
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46 MARK MASTER

CLOSING
(The Lodge is closed with the same ceremonies,

and the same lecture, or as much thereof as the
Right Worshipful Mastermay wish to use, as in the
opening, the preliminary and closing orders being
changed to apply to the closing. The Great Lights
mustnot be closeduntil after the prayer

(The officers and their stations in a Past
Master’s Lodge are the same as in the Blue
Lodge. Only the presiding officer should be
covered.)

U
PAST MASTER
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48 PAST MA5TER

DEGREEOF PAST MASTER

OPENING
(The Right Worshipful Master takes his station

and calls to order by one knock with gavel)
H. W. M.—The officers will take their sta-

tions andplaces.
H. W. M.~*~Brother Junior Deacon (Jun-

ior Deaconrises and responds: “Hight Wor-
shipful Master”), you will invite theBrethren
in and closethe door.

(Junior Deacon doesso and reports
J. D.—Right Worshipful Master,your order

hasbeenobeyed.
H W. M.—Thank you; be seated.
H. W. M.—5—Brother SeniorWarden (Sen-

ior Warden rises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), a~e you satisfied that all
present are Past Masters9

S. W.—I am satisfiedin the West
H. W. M.~*~Brother Junior Warden(Jun-

ior Warden rises andresponds. “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), are you satisfied that all
present are PastMasters?

J. W.—I amsatisfiedin the South
H. W. M.—Thank you; be seated
(If not satisfied, the same ceremonyof purging is

performed as in the degreeof Mark Master Those
who have not recesvedthe degreeof Past Master in

./

OPENING 49

Chapter Past Masters’ Lodges are not to be vouched
for or allowed to remain. When both Wardensshall
have reported and when satisfied that all present are
Chapter Past Masters, the Right Worshipful Master
says)

H. W. M.—5—Brother Junior Deacon (Jun-
br Deaconrises, salutesandresponds:“Right
Worshipful Master”), w it f g c o a a o M?

(After thd Lodge has been purged, the salutation
by giving the penal sign should never be omitted
when addressingor respondingto a superior officer.)

J. D.—T s t t L i d t.
H. W. M.—Y wptd a itT t Iaa toa

Past Masters’ Lodge, a d h t t a.
(The Junior Deaconopens the door)
J. D.—Brother Tiler, the Right Worshipful

MasterI at 0 a PastMasters’Lodgead t y t a.
Tiler—His order shal] be obeyed.
(The Junior Deacon closes the door, gives ‘~“ ~

on the door, which is answeredby the Tiler in the
samemanner Junior Deaconfaces the East

J. D.—Right Worshipful Master, y o h b o,
a w a d t.

H. W. M.—H a w t, Brother Junior Deacon?
J. D.—B aw B w, a w t p i o h o.
H. W. M.—H d?
J. D.—T k o c a e a a n b s a a d q a h p.
H. W. M.—Thank you; be seated
H. W. M.—5—Brother SeniorWarden (Sen-

br Warden rises and responds:“Right Wor-
shipful Master”), are you a Past Master?
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50 PAST MASTER

S. W.—I havethehonorso to be. Try me.
H. W. M.—How will you be tried?
S. W.—By the g.
R. W. M.—Why by the g?
S. W.—Becauseit is the Wol~king Tool of a

Past Master.
H. W. M.—Whatmadeyou a PastMaster?
S. W.—My obligation.
H. W. M.—How gainedyou that important

distinction?
S. W.—By having beenduly electedto Pre-

side over a legally constituted Past Masters’
Lodge.

H. W. M.—How may I know you to be a
Past Master?

S. W—From a g (1-1) to a s (10-3), from
a s (10-3) to a g (1-1).

H. W. l~I.—W w y m a P M?
S. W.—W a 1 c a d o P Ms’ L.
H. W. M.—H m c s a L?
S. W.—Threeor more
H. W. M.—W o t o, w a
S. W —The Right WorshipfulMaster, Senior

and Junior Wardens.
H. W. M.—(Gives ** andall officers riseex-

cepttheRight Worshipful Master)—The Jun-
ior Warden’ss I t L?

S. W—I t S.

OPENING 51

H. W. M.—Brother Junior Warden,w i t 5,
a y d?

J. W.—A t s i i t s a m a i t b a g o t d,
s i t J W i t 5, t b t o t t, c t C f 1 t r, s t d t
h, a c t o a b o o t H W M.

H. W. M.—The SeniorWarden’ss i t L?
J. W.—I t W.
H. W. M —Brother SeniorWarden,w i t W,

a y d?

S. W.—A t s 1 it w a t c o d, s I t S W i t
W, t a t R W M i o a c t L, p t C t w, i a
b d t, a s t n g a d, h b t c s a s o a w g i,
m e t o 0.

R. W. M.—The Right Worshipful Master’s
s i t L?

S. W.—I t E.
R. W. M—W i t E, a h d?

S. W.—A t s i i t e t o a g t d, s i t R W
M 1 t E t o a g t L, S t C t 1, g t g a w i, o
c t s t b d.

(Right Worshipful Master rises and gives **.)

H. W. M.—Brother Senior Warden (Senior
Warden responds: “Right Worshipful Mas-
ter”),iimotaPMLbofw. Toywc
t t J W i t S. a h t t B f t g.
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52 PAST MASTER

S. W.—Brother Junior Warden (Junior
Wardenresponds: “Brother SeniorWarden”),
iitootRWMtaPMs’Lbofw. To
y w c t t B f t g.

J. W.—Brethren (all give P. 5.), i i t o o t
HWMtaPMs’Lbofw. Otoywtdn
agya. LttE.

H. W. M.—T, B, o t s.
(All give signs of Mark and Past Masters)
R. W. M.~***.

S. W.—5~5.
J. W.—~5.

H. W. M.~*S.

S. W.—~’5.

J• W—~

H. W. M.—Brother Senior Deacon,y w d
GL

S. D.—(Doesso)—RsghtWorshipful Master,
t G L a d.

R. W. M.—Brethren, let us pray.

Architect of the Universe, the Giver of all
good gifts and graces; Thou hast promised
that, where two or threearegatheredtogeth-
er in Thy name,Thou wilt be in the midst of
them and bless them. In Thy namewe as-
semble,mosthumblybeseechingTheeto bless
us in all our undertakings,that we may know
andserveTheearight, andthat all our actions

WORK 53

may tend to Thy glory, and to our advance-
ment in knowledgeand virtue. And we be-
seechThee, 0 Lord God, to blessour present
assemblingand to illuminate our minds, that
we may walk in the light of Thy countenance,
and, when the trials of our probationarystate
areover, may we be admittedinto theTemple
not madewith hands,eternal in the heavens.
Amen.

All theBrethren—Somote it be.
R. W. M.—I now declarethis PastMasters’

Lodge, e t G and d to the m of the H S J,
opened in due and ancient form. Brother
Junior Deacon,you will so inform the Tiler.

(Junioi Deacon turns to the door, gives **~

which is answered by the Tiler in the same manner
Junior Deaconopens the door)

J. D —Brother Tiler, this Past Masters’
Lodgeis openedin due andancientform.

Tiler—So mote it be.
(Junior Deacon closes the door and faces the

East)

J. D.—HsghtWorshipful Master, your order
has been obeyed.

The Right Worshipful Master gives , and the

Brethren take their seats)

WORK
H. W. M.—Brethren, this Lodge has been

calledandopenedfor thepurposeof inducting
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54 PAST MASTER

intc~ theOriental Chair Brother A. B., who has
been duly and constitutionally elected to re-
ceive that distinguishedhonor. If therebe no
objection,we will proceedwith the work.

(No object:on b2ing offered
R. W. M.~*~Brother Secretary(Secretary

rises and responds: “Right Worshipful Mas-
ter”), has the fee beenpaid?

(Secretaryanswers ‘yes” or “no,” asthe casemay
be If”no”:)

H. W. M.—You will perform that duty and
report.

(Secretary retires, collects fee, and seturns to his
place)

Secretary—RightWorshipfulMaster,thefee
hasbeen paid.

R. W. M.—Thank you; be seated.

H. W. M.~*~Brother Senior Deacon, you
will present the candidate.

(The candidate is clothrd as a Master Mason,
without h or c t Enterswithout alarm, and is con-
ducted by the Senior Deacon to the west of the
altar When this degreeis about to be conferred by
an Emergent Lodge of Past Mastersas a part of the
installation ceremonyof a Worshipful Master of a
Lodge, the words. “Advancedto the degreeof Mark
Mason,” should beomitted in the following:)

S. D.—RsghtWorshipful Master, I have the
pleasure of presenting to you Brother A. B
who has been regularly initiated, passed,and
raised to the sublime degreeof Master Mason,
advanced to the honorary degree of Mark

WORK 55

Master, and now desiresto be inductedinto
the Oriental chair of King Solomon.

H. W. M.—My Brother, permit me to con-
gratulateyou upon beingelectedto this hon-
orable position. Before you can proceedyou
musttuytsooooaPastMaster. lassure
you t i n t that is i with your c or r d, or
with thoseh and n d w y o t G, y c, y n, y f,
oy. Wta,dysdtp?

Candidate—Ido.
R. W. M.—You will k on b k, b h r u t

H B, 5, a C. (Done.)
R. W. M.~*s*~Brethren, you will a around

t a a w t 5 0.
(Brethren form parallel lines

H. W. M.—Brother A. B., y w s I, p y n I f a
r a m.

I, o m o f w
a a, it p o A G a t w P M L, e t G ad t t m o
t H S J, d h a h s p a s s, t I w n r t s o t d t a
boa pd, n tap it w, e lb w a 1 cad oP M

o tab o t d a n uhub d t, se,o 1 i, Is h f
~i a 1 e t t s a m.

If pa s, tlwnoo eto ao LoF aAM
o w I m b c t p, w g a 1 o p o a 1, o c t s t b d.

I f p a s, t I w n r t o a o L o F a A M, o w
I m b c t p, i a a o u m, b w g t s at t a c, u
alotC.



---—<-C-

w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus•nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w. stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.swichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus•nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl

56 PAST MASTER

A t I s p a s s, w t 1 h,e o m r, b m u n 1 a
p t t o h m t s f t t r, t w t i o t p o t p d,
slkvtmsoooaaPM. ShmGakms

d p o t s. (7-6.)
H. W. M.—Brother A. B., you will d y h, and

sntofys,ktheHB. (Done.)
(Right Worshipful Master steps back a couple of

pacesand says
H. W. M.—You now behold me, the (as)

Right Worshipful Master of this Lodge, ap-
proachingyou from theEast w t s (takes the
s) andp s (givesp s describedin thep of the
o) of a Pastl¼laster.

Thesessaregivenwtrh. Ctfaptp
o t t, e v, a t c o t 1; t d i d a b t t t (9—8).
W t r h s c, d i i a s 1 f t 1 s t t r h, a t f o

b (4-1). They allude to the p of your o.
Always on entering or retiring from a Past
Masters’ Lodge, you should a t a and s the
R W M with t p s. Extending to you my right
hand, in t of c f, b 1 a c, a r y f a r a t a p,
I w p, w t a o t S D, t i y w t g (1-1) and w
(9-2) o a Past Master. T m a I t y.

(Right Worshipful Master takes candidate by t g
of a Mark Master

H. W.M—H[ly;hlfy. Wyboof?
S. 13.—F.
H. W. M—F w t w?
S. D.—F t t g of a Mark Mastert t g of a

Past Master.

R. W. M.—P a p y.
(As the grip passesSeniorDeaconsays
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From a g (1-1) to as (10-3), from as (10-3)
to a g (1-1).

H. W. M.—A twofold cord is strong, but a
threefold cord is not easily broken. Brother
Senior Deacon,w 1 t?

S. D.—The g (1-1) of a Past Master.
H. W. M.—H s a n?
S. D.—l h.
R.W.M.—Wygitm?
S. D.—I d n s r i, n w I s i i.
H. W. M.—H w y s it I m a a a k 0 1?
S. D.—I w s i w y.
H. W. M.—S a b.
(SeniorDeacongives s s.)
(Right Worshipful Master gives f s.)
(Senior Deacon gives f s.)
(Right Worshipful Master gives s s.)
(Senior Deacon gives the a w.)
R. W. M.—This is the g (1-1) of a PastMas-

ter, andthew is (2-7), meaning(4-2). Brother
Senior Deacon,w y b o o

S. D.—O.
(The Right worshipful Master returns to his sta-

tion, seatsthe Brethren with * and directs the Sen-
ior Deacon to conduct the candidate to the East)

R. W. M.—I now invest you with this jewel,
as the badgeof your office (places jewel on
candidate), and with pleasure conduct you to
the Oriental Chair. (Candidate is placed in
front of the chair, ready to be seated.) Ma-
sonic tradition informs us that when King
Solomon became infirm he was assisted in
taking his seat and rising therefrom in this



w.stichtingargus.nl
wstichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus~n1
w.stichtingargus.nl
w,stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus~nI
w. stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus•nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl

58 PAST MASTER

manner by two Giblemites, who attended him
for thatpurpose.

(The Senior Deacon assists by taking candidate’s
]eft arm

(The candidate is seated in the Oriental Chair one
time only.)

H. W. M.—As King Solomonwore a crown
as an emblem of royal dignity, so asa mark
of distinction andagreeablyto an ancient cus-
tom, you, as Master, are to be coveredwhen
presiding. (Putscandidate’shat on his head.)

The Working Tool of a Past Master is the
G, an emblem of authority. One k (4) with
it calls the Lodge to order, and should al-
ways be promptly obeyed. When given, call-
ing the name oC an officer, it causes him to
rise, thus: (4) BrotherJunior Deacon (Junior
Deacon (rises), when up, one k seats him (4).

(Junior Deacon is seated.) Two k (*4) cause
aJl the officers to rise (all the officers rise).
When up, one k (4) seats them (officers are
seated). Three k (5*5) cause all the officers
and Brethren to rise (all the officers and
Brethren rise). When up, one k (4) seats
them. (All are seated.)

The duties of the chair are many and var-
ious, and to the Master are confided for his
guidanceand direction all the implementsof
Masonry and the furniture of the Lodge, es-
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pecially that Great Light of Masonry, which
wiJl guide you to all truth, direct your paths
to the temple of happiness, and point out to
you the whole duty of man.

My Brother, you have been inducted into
the Oriental Chair in due and ancientform.
You havebeenentrustedwith theemblemof
authority, and instructed in some of the
essentialduties of the office. Long expe-
rienceand careful studyof theJaws,customs,
and usagesof Freemasonry;a patient and
cheerful regardfor the rights of everyBroth-
er, and a firm and aJertwatchfulnessto pre-
servethe dignity and decorumof the broth-
erhoodover which you presideare necessary
to enableyou to dischargeproperly theduties
of your high office. At this time no practical
test of your proficiencywill be required. You
will thereforesurrenderyour jewel andgavel,
and takeyour place in front of theEast.

(The candidate is seated in front of the East, and
the Right worshipful Master delivers to him the fol-
lowing, which may be omitted if desired

HISTORICAL SUMMARY

This degree was originally, and still is, in
connection with Symbolic Masonry—an hon-
orary degree conferred upon the Master of a
Lodge. When a Brother, who hasneverbe-



- —-c-rn-

w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.n
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w .stichtingargus.nI
w. stichtingargus.nI
w. stichtingargus.nI
w. stichtingargus.nI
w. stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w. stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w. stichtingargus.nl
w. stichtingargus.nl
w. stichtingargus.nl
w. stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w. stichtingargus.nI
w. stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI

60 PAST MASTER

fore presided, has been elected Master of a
Lodge, an EmergentLodge of Past Masters,
consistingof not lessthan three, is convened,
and the degreeis conferredupon the newly-
elected officer, and this conferring of the de-
greeconstitutesapart of the installation cere-
mony. How long this custom hasprevailed
we are unable to determine, but it is probable
that, ever since the organization of the insti-
tution, somepeculiarmark of distinction has
been always bestowed upon those who were
selectedto rule over the Craft.

It is evident, then, that this degreewas,
originally, simply a degreeof office, and con-
ferred only on theelectedMaster of a Lodge.
As these rulers of Masonry were supposed to
beselectedfor their superior skill andintelli-
gence, they alone were permitted to receive
that consummationof Masonic Light which is
containedin theRoyalArch Degree.

The degree is also conferred in Royal Arch
Chapters, where it succeedsthe degree of
Mark Master. The conferringof this degree,
which has no historical connection with the
restof thedegreesin theChapter,arisesfrom
the following circumstances:Originally, when
Chaptersof Royal Arch Masonswere under
the governmentof Lodges,in which the de-
gree wasthenalways conferred,it wasa part
of the regulationsthat no oneshould receive
the Royal Arch Degreeunless he had pre-
viously presided in the Lodge as Master.
When the Chaptersbecameindependent,the
regulation could not be abolished, for that
would have been an innovation. The difficul-
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ty has, therefore, been obviated by making
every candidatefor the degreeof Royal Arch
a virtual PastMasterbefore exaltation.

H. W. M.—Brother Senior Deacon,you will
place the Brother before the altar.

(The Right worshipful Master delivers the fol-
lowing.)

CHARGE

R. W. M.—My Brother, the degreeof Past
Master shedsno light upon itself. It wasfor-
merly conferredonly on Mastersof Lodges,to
instruct them in the duties they owed to the
Lodges over which they were called to pre-
slde, and likewise the duties of the Brethren
to the Chair; but we, as Royal Arch Masons,
confer this degreenot only as a preliminary
step,but also for themore important purpose
of guardingagainsta breachof our Masonic
obligations. We are all too apt to come for-
ward and kneel at our sacredaltar and take
uponourselvesthemost solemnobligationsto
perform certain duties,and then behaveas if
we had not doneso. This, my Brother, is not
as it should be.

It becomesyour duty as a PastMaster, by
amiable, discreet, and virtuous conduct, to
convincemankind of the goodnessof the in-
stitution, so that, whena person is said to be
a memberof it, theworld may know that he
is oneto whom theburdenedheart may pour
out its sorrows;to whom distressmay prefer
its suit; whosehand is guidedby justice, and
whoseheartis expandedby benevolence.
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If you haveany doubt of theextent of your
obligations,a daily recourseto the Scriptures
of Divine Truth will set you right. It will
make your duties plain, and the dischargeof
them a pleasureratherthan a burden. Make,
then, the Holy Bible, that GreatLight of Ma-
sonry, theaim of your counselsandthemedi-
tation of your heart.

It will nevermislead nor deceiveyou, but
a strict observanceof its holy preceptswill fit
and prepareyou for usefulnessin this life,
andfor a glorious inheritancein that which is
to come.

(The Senior Deacon conductsthe candidate to a
seat)

CLOSING
(The same lecture should be used in closing that

is given for the opening with such changes in the
orders as are necessaryfor the purpose The lecture
may be abbreviated b the Right Worshipful Master
if he thinks best Tile Great Lights must not be
closed until after the prayer

MOST EXCELLENT
MASTER
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Officers’ Stations~n Most Excellent Masters’
Degree

OPENING 65

MOST EXCELLENT MASTER

OPENING
(The Right Worshipful Mastcr takes his station

and calls to order by one knock with gavel.)
R. W. M.—The officers will take their sta-

tions and places.
R. W. M~~*~Brother Junior Deacon (Jun-

ior Deacon rises and responds: ‘Right Wor-
shipful Master”), you will invite theBrethren
m andclosethedoor.

(Junior Deacondoes so and reports)

J. D.—Right Worshipful Master, your order.
hasbeen obeyed.

R. W. M.—Thankyou; beseated.
R. W. M.—-~—Brother SeniorWarden(Sen-

ior Warden rises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), are you satisfied that all
presentare Most ExcellentMasters?

S. W.—J am satisfied in the West.
(If not satisfied, the same ceremony of purging

Is performed as in the degrees of Mark Master
and Past Master. After the Lodge has been purged,
the salutation by giving the penal sign should never
be omitted when addressing or responding to a su-
perior officer.)

R. W. M.~~~*~BrotherJunior Deacon(Jun-
ior Deaconrises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), w ft f g c o a a o M?

J. D.—T s t t L i d t.



/

N.stichtingargUS.fll
N.stichtingargus.fll
w.stichtingargus.fll
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingarguS.fll
w.stichtingargus.fll
w.stichtingargus.fl~
w.stichtingargus.nI
w,stichtingargus.fll
w.stichtingarguS.fll
w.stichtingargus.fll
w.stichtingargus.fll
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingarguS.fll
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.fll
w.stichtingargus.nl
w. stichtingargus.nl
w,stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI

66 l\~osr EXCELLENT MASTER

R. W. M.—Y w p t d a i t T t I a a t o a M
E 1\~s’ L, a d h t t a.

(The Junior Deacon opens th~ dooi
J. D.—Brother Tiler, the Right Worshipful

Master a t o a M E Ms’ L a d t y t a.
Tiler—His ordershall be obeyed.
(The lunior Deacon closes the door, gives ~ ~

on the door, which is answered by the Tiler in the
same manner Junior Deacon faces the East

J. D.—Right Worshipful Master, y o h b o,
a w a d t.

R. W. M.—H a w t, B J D?
J. D.—B a w B w, a w t p i o h o.
R. W. M.—H d?
J. D.—T k o c a e a a n b s a a d q a h p.
R. W. M.—Thank you; be seated.
R. W. M.—5—Brother SeniorWarden (Sen-

ior Warden rises and responds~ “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), a y a M E M?

S. W.—J a; t m.
R. W. M.—H w y b t?
S. W.—By the k (8-3).
R. W M.—Why by thek (8-3)?
S. W.—Becauseit completedKing Solomons

Temple, and on the ceremonyof the comple-
tion anddedicationof theTemple,this degree
was founded.

R. W. M.—W m y a IVI E M?
S. W.—M o. i

67OPENING

R. W. M.—W w y m a M E M?
S. W.—W a 1 c a d o M E Ms’ L.
H. W. M.—EI m c 5 a L?
S. W.—Two or more.
R.W.M.—Woto,wat?
S. W.—The Right Worshipful Master and

Senior Warden.
R. W. M.—Why is thereno Junior Warden?
S. W.—Becausejust before the completion

of theTempleG.M. H. A. (1-8) wasa (10-6),
and at the dedication of the Temple no one
had beenselectedto fill his place, so his seat
wasvacant.

R. W. M.—(Gives ‘u’, and all officers rise
except the Right Worshipful Master)—The
Senior Warden’ss i t L?

S. W.—I t W.

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Warden,w I t W,
a y il?

S. W.—A t s lit w a t c o d, s it S W i
t W, t a t R W M i o a c t L, p t C t w, i a
b d t, a s t n g a d, h b t c s a s o a w-g I,
m e t 0 0.

R. W. M.—T R W Ms’ s i t L?
S. W—It E.
R. W M.—W i t E, a h d?
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S. W.—A t s i i t E t o a g t d, s i t R
W M i t E t o a g t L, s t C t 1, g t g a w i,
o c t s t b d.

(Right Worshipful Master rises and gives ***.)

R, W. M.—Brother Senior Warden (Senior
Warden responds: “Right Worshipful iVias-
ter”),iimotaMEMs’Lbofw. Toy
w c t t B f t g.

S. W.—Brethren (all give p s), i i t o o t
RWMtaMEMs’Lbofw, Otoywt
dnagya. LttE.

R. W. M —T, B, o t s.
(All give s—Mark Master to Most Excellent Mas-

ter, inclusive, and the s of admiration
R. W M~~*~i
S. W.—’~’~.

R. W. M~~4**.
S W.—~
R. W. M —Brother Senior Deacon,y ‘w d t

G L.
S. D.—(Doesso)—Right Worshipful Master,

tGLad.
R. W. M.—Brethren, you will assemble

aroundthe altar for our devotions.
(Brethren assemhle around the altar in a circle.

leaving an opening at the east and west of the altar
foi the Right worshipful Master and Senior ward-
den.)

I
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H. W. M.—Brother Senior Warden,you will
join meat thealtar for ourdevotions. (Done.)
Brethren,you will k on your r k, and form a
c with r a o .1 (Done.) Join me in the
Lord’s Prayer.

Our Fatherwhich art in heaven. ~Iallowed
be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts,as we forgive ourdebtors. And leadus
not into temptation,but deliver us from evil:
For Thineis thekingdom, andthepower, and
theglory, for ever. Amen.

R. W. M.—Brethren,taking your time from
me, you will b two t t. (Done.)’ Rise.

(All rise. breaking the c. Right Worshipful Mas-
ter and Senior warden return to their stations.
Brethren remain standing, facing the East. The
following may then be repeated by the Right wor-
shipful Master, should he so desire:)

The earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness
thereof; theworld, and they that dwell there-
in. For He hath foundedit upon theseas,and
establishedit upon the floods. Who shall as-
cend into the hill of the Lord, or who shall
standin His holy place? He that hath clean
hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted
up his soul unto vanity, nor sworndeceitfully.
He shall receive the blessingfrom the Lord,
and righteousnessfrom the God of his salva-
tion. This is thegenerationof them that seek
him, thatseekthy face,0 Jacob. Lift up your
heads,0 ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye
everlastingdoors;andthe King of glory shall
come in. Who is this King of glory9 The
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Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in
battle. Lift up your head, 0 ye gates;even
lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the
King of glory shall comein. Who is this King
of glory7 The Lord of hosts,he is the King
of glory.

R. W. M.—] now declarethis Most Excellent
Masters’ Lodge, e to G and d to the m of K.
5. (9-9), openedin due and ancient form.
Brother Junior Deacon, you will so inform
the Tiler.

(The Junior Deacon gives ~ ~ on the door,
which is answeredby the Tiler in the same manner,
opens the door.)

J. D.—Brother Tiler, this Most Excellent
Masters’ Lodge is openedin dueand ancient
form.

Tiler—So mote it be.
(The Junior Deacon closesthe door, and faces the

East.)
J. D.—Right Worshipful Master,your order

hasbeen obeyed.
(The Right Worshipful Master gives ¶ and the

Brethren take their seats

II,

WORK
R. W. M.—Brethren, this Lodge has been

calledandopenedfor thepurposeof receiving
and acknowledgingas a Most EiccellentMas-
ter,BrotherA. B., who hasbeenduly andcon-
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stitutionally electedto receivethis degree. If
therebe no objection, we will proceedwith
thework.

(No objection being offered)

R. W. M.~~*~Brother Secretary(Secretary
rises and responds: “Right Worshipful Mas-
ter”), has the feebeenpaid?

(Secretary answers “yes” or “no,” as the case
may be If “no”:)

R. W. M.—You will perform that duty and
report.

(The Secretary retires, collects the fee, and re-
turns to his station

Secretary—RightWorshipful Master,thefee
hasbeenpaid.

R. W. M,—Thank you; be seated.

R. W. M.— ~—Brother Junior Deacon(Jun-
br Deaconrises and responds: “Right Wor-
shipful Master”), you will retire, prepare,and
introducethe candidate.

(The Junior Deacon retires and prepares the can-
didate, who wears an apron and has a c t s t a h b
.Iunior Deacon conducts candidate to the door and
gives ~

S. D.—RightWorshipful Master, there is an
a a t d o t p r.

R. W. M.—You will a t a, Brother Senior
Deacon,and r t c.

(Senior Deacon goes to the door of the prepara-
tion room, gives~ ~ opens the door, and says:)
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S. D.—Who comeshere?
J. D.—Brother A. B., who hasbeen regu-

larly i, p andr t t s d of M M; advancedto the
honorary degree of Mark Master; inducted
into the Oriental Chair of King Solomon,and
n d to r m 1 by beingreceivedand acknowl-
edgeda Most ExcellentMaster.

S. D.—Brother A. B., i i o y o f w a a t
y m t r?

Candidate—Itis.
S. D.—Brother Junior Deacon,i h d a t p?
J. D.—He is.
S. D.—I h w a w
J. D.—He is’
S. D.—H h m s p i t p d t e h t t?
J. D.—He has.
S. D.—By what p r o b d h e t g admit-

tance?
J. D.—B t b o t p.
S. D.—H h t p?
J. D.—H h i n, b I h i f h.
S. D.—A a g i.
(Junior Deacon steps forward and w the w in the

car of the Senior Deacon—2-5.)
S. D.—Brother A. B., y w w u t R W M c b

i o y r a h a r.
(Senior Deacon closes the door and goes to the

west of the altar
R. W. M.—Brother SeniorDeacon,what was

t c o t a?
S. D.—I find without Brother A. B., etc.
(The same dialogue ensues as at the door, until

the following question is asked and answered:)
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R. W. M —H h t p?
S. D.—H h i n, b I h i f h.
R. W. M.—Since the Brother comese w t

n q, it is my order t ii e a b r i d a a f.
(The Senior Deacon returns to the door, opens it

without alarm, and says
S. D.—Brother A. B., it is the order of the

Right Worshipful Master t y e a b r i d a a f.
(The candidate is conducted by thc Junior Deacon

about three steps inside the Lodge, and is met by
the Sentor Deacon, who halts him, places a k (5-3)
a Ii b and says~)

S. D.—Brother A. B., I receiveyou iiito this
Most ExcellentMasters’ Lodgeon the k (8-3),
becausethe stonewhich thebuilders hadre-
jecteJbecametheheadstoneof thecornerand
completedthe Temple.

(The Senior Deacon,with his left hand, takes the
candidate’s rigbt arm and conducts him six times
around the Lodgc, stopping each time at the station
of the Right Worshipful Master, who recites the fol-
lowing passagcsof Scripture.)

I wasglad when they said unto me, Let us
go into the houseof theLord.

Our feet shall stand within thy gates, 0
Jerusalem. Jerusalemis builded as a city that
is compact together.

**

Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the
Lord, unto the testimony of Israel, to give
thanksunto thenameof theLord.

9
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For thereare set thrones of judgment, the
thronesof thehouseof David.

*** 1’

Pray for thepeaceof Jerusalem,tl~ey shall
prosperthat love thee. Peacebe within thy
walls, and prosperity within thy palaces.

:1! s’s

For my brethren and companions’ sake, I
will now say,Peacebe within thee. Because
of thehouseof theLord our God I will seek
thy good.

•:‘*s -e*

(On arriving at the Junior warden’s station, they
halt and face the vacant chair, which should be
draped in black. Senior Deacon gives ‘“““ ‘“. No
response A moment’s silence Then says)

S. D.—Alas, poor H! Unexpectedly,in the
midst of life, duty, and usefulness,he was
overtaken by death. Suddenly his sun of life
went down at nooii, and his seat is vacant.
Let us rememberhis virtues, and imitate his
worthy example. May we be reminded of
theshortnessof life and theuncertaintyof its
continuance; rememberingthat soon, when
ourBrethrenshall assembleto labor, our seats
also will be vacant forever. May we all at
last fill our appropriateseatsin heaven.

(The Senior Deacon then conducts the candidate
to the Senior warden in the west and the Right
Worshipful Master in the East, where the same dia-
logue occurs as at the door, giving the appropriate
alarm *** ~ at each station.)
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(This addition by the Right Worshipful Master:)
R. W. M.—(Sits)—W c t B a w s h t?
S. D.—F t W, t t t E.
‘R. W. M.—W d h a 1 t W a t t t E?
S. D.—I s ‘0 m 1.
R. W. M.—M 1 b h o, i i m o t y r h t t S

W i t W, w w t h h t a t E i t p m t o m 1.
(The Senior Deacon conducts the candidate to the

S w ‘s station facing the West)
S. D.—Brother Senior Warden, it is the or-

der of the Right Worshipful Master t y t
Brother A. B. h t a t E it p m t o m 1.

S. W.—(Takes candidateby the arm and
faceshim toward the East)—BrotherA. B.,
you will advanceyour r f, placing the h o t
ltthotr,yffara. (Done.)

Right Worshipful Master, the Brother is b
t a.

R. W. M.—My Brother, for the s t you s be-
fore the a of F and for the f t w a 1 c a d o
Most Excellent Masters’ Lodge. Before you
canproceedyou mustt u y t s o o 0 o a Most
Excellent Master. I assureyou t i n t that
is i with your c o r d, or with those h and
ndwyotG,yc,yn,yf,oy. Wta,d
y s d t p?

Candidate—Ido.

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Warden,you will
p t B a t a i d a af.

S. W. (to candidate).—Youwill k o b k, b
h r u t H B, s, a c. (Done.)
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S. W.—R W M, theBrother i a t a i d a a f.
(Right Worshipful Master gives ~
R. W. M.—Brethren,y w a a t a a w t s 0.
(Form parallel lines I
R. W. M.—Brother A. B., y w’s I, p y n if

a i~ a m.

I, , o m o f w aa,
it ~0 A Ga t ME ML, et Gad t t m OK 5,
d h a h s p a s s, t I w n r t s o t d t ab o ap

n t a p i t w. e i b w a 1 c a d o M E M L,
o t a b o t d a n u h u b d t, s e, o 1 i, I s h f h
a 1 e t t 5 a m.

I f p a s. t I w a a o a d s a s s t a r b m f
a M E M L, o g m b ab o t d, i w t 1 o m c.

I f p a s, t I w h, a aa a w d M E M, t w,
w ao, w I m f t, s f a t n ni r a m m o r p, w i
t m o t h p c u m.

I f p a s, t I w d t M 1 a k t m 1 i b, t t b 0
m a.

I f p a s, t I w n d f t c I a a t a, i b t a a

M E M.
A t I s p a s s, w t 1 h, e o m r, b m u n 1 ap

t t o h m b t o, m v t t a t u a d t r, s I k v
tmsoooaaMEM. ShmGakmsid
pots. (8—I.)

IF
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R. W. M.—Brother A. B., you will d y h,
and in t of y s k theH B. (Done.) Brother
SeniorWarden,you will r t c t. The Brother
isnbtubast. (Done.)

(The Right Worshipful Master steps back to the
eastern end of the parallel lines and says.)

R. W. M.—You now behold me, the (as)
Right Worshipful Master of this Lodge, ap-
proaching you from the East w t s (takes
the s) a ps (gives 5) of a Most Excellent
Master. Always on entering or retiring from
a Most Excellent Masters’ Lodge, you should
a t a and s the Right Worshipful Master w t
p s. Extending to you my right hand in t o
c f, b 1, a c (takescandidateby r h and r h),
andr y f a r a t ap, I w p, w t a o t Senior
Deacon,tiywtg (1-I) andW (9-2) of a
Most ExcellentMaster. T m a I t y. (Takes
candidateby g of a Most EKcellent Master.)
Brother SeniorDeacon,w i t?

S. D.—Theg (1-1) of a Most ExcellentMas-
ter.

R. W. M —H i a n?
S. D—I h.
H W. 1VJ—W y g it m?
S. D.—I d ii s r i, n w Is ii. -

H. W. M.—H w y i it I m a a a k o i?
S. D.—I w s i w y.
R. W. M.—S a b.
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78 MOST EXCELLENT MASTER

(Senior Deacon gives 5 s.)
(Right Worshipful Master giv~s f s.)
(Senior Deacongives 1 s
(Right Worshipful Master gives f s
(Senior Deacon gives s s
(Right Worshipful Master gives 1 5.)

(Senior Deacon pronouncesw in full.)

R. W. [VT—Thisis the g (1-1) of a Most Ex-
cellent Master, and its name is (2-5). It is

otherwise called the c g (9-1), becauseit c
(6-8) the g (1-1) of precedingdegrees;andit
remindsus thatwe,as Most ExcellentMasters,
consideringthat man in his bestestateis sub-
ject to frailty and error, should endeavorto
cover his faults with the broad mantle of
charity and brotherly love (7-5). Brother
Senior Deacon,will you b o o f?

S. D.—O.
(The Right Worshipful Master and Senior Warden

return to theii stations, thc brethren still standing in
two parallel lines, one on eachside of the altar, with
the Senior Deacon and candidate standing at the
west of the altar

R W. M.—This is the day andthehour set
apartfor celebratingthecopestoneandseating
the Ark of the Covenant. Brother Senior
Warden, you will assemblethe Craft for the
purposeof proceedingin these solemn cere-
monies.

S. W —Brethren,you will form in proces-
sion on the north side of the Lodge, double

I

III D
Alt8r AIt~r

~8.W. RWJ1~

I • I
%~,I I I I

II~~I: I T: 14:0111

-~ ~
• :C,~ndid dies

A

& TI
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CelebratingtheCopestoneand Seatingthe
4 Ark of theCovenant
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file, facing the East, for the purposeof cele-
brating the copestoneandseating theArk of
theCovenant.

(The Right Worshipful Master ton the right] and
~Senior Warden head the procession, Senior Deacon
and candidatesin the rear Processionmoves around
the room, possibly to the anteroom,procure k, which
should be borne on a carrier by the Senior Deacon
and candidate, Procession returns, the Brethren
singing:)

Tune: “0 Come, All Ye Faithful.”
All hail to the morning

That bids us rejoice;
The Temple’s completed,

Exalt high eachvoice.
The keystoneis finished,

Our labors are o’er;
The soundof the gavel

Shall hail us no more.

Companions,assemble
On this joyful day,

The occasionis glorious,
The keystoneto lay.

Fulfilled is the promise
By the Ancient of Days,

To bring forth the keystone
With shouting and praise.

(The processionfiles open; halts; k is carried for-
ward. The Right Worshipful Master takes it, and,
after candidate(s) have returned to indicated posi-
tion, he places it in an unfinished a prepared to
receive it This having been done, the Right Wor-
shipful Master, on turning to look at its appearance,
gives, with apparent involuntary action, the Breth-
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ren all joining with him, the “Sign of Admiration,”

and exclamation—2-5.)

R. W. M.—The Temple is comp]eted, and
nothing now remains to be donebut to seat
the Ark of theCovenantwithin thesanctuary.

(Processionforms as hc’foie, and returii~ bringing
the Arli, carried by the Senior Deacon and candi-
date(s) Procession flies open and halts Ark is
borne under the arch in which the k has just been
placed and deposited upon a pedestal between the
arch and the East Following is sung or recited
as aprons are being removed and collected by the
Senior and Junior Deacons,not thrown on the floor
or altar.)
There is no more occasionfor level or plumb

line,
For trowel or gavel, for compassor square;

Our works are completed, the Ark safely
seated,

And we shall be greetedas workmen most
rare.

(The Right Worshipful Master, followed by the
Brethren, movespast the candidate, singing or recit-
ing, eachgiving him the g (1-i) in passing)
We acceptand receive them Most Excellent

Masters,
Investedwith honors,andpowersto preside,

Among worthy Craftsmen, whereverassem-
bled,

The knowledgeof Masonsto spreadfar and
wide.

(When the hymn is completed, the Brethren
should be in the original position. The Right Wor-
shipful Master readsI

The Lord hath said that he would dwell in
the thick darkness. But I havebuilt an house
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of habitation for thee, and a place for thy
dwelling forever.

Blessedbe the Lord God of Israel, who hath
with his hands fulfilled that which he spake
with his mouth to my father David, saying,
Since theday that I brought forth my people
out of the land of Egypt, I chose no city
among all the tribes of Israel to build an
housein, that my namemight be there;nei-
ther chose I any man to be a ruler over my
people Israel; but I have chosenJerusalem,
that my name might be there; and I have
chosen David to be over my people Israel.
Now it was in theheartof David my father to
build an housefor thenameof the Lord God
of Israel. But theLord said to Davidmy Fa-
ther, Forasmuchas it was in thine heart to
build an housefor my name, thou didst well
in that it wasin thine heart;notwithstanding,
thou shalt not build the house; but thy son,
which shall come forth out of thy loins, he
shall build thehousefor my name. The Lord,
therefore, hath performed his word that he
hath spoken;for I amrisen up in the room of
David my father, andamseton the throneof
Israel, as theLord promised,and I havebuilt
the house for the name of the Lord God of
Israel, andin it I haveput theArk, whereinis
the covenant of the Lord that he madewith
the children of Israel.

(The following prayer is here recited, all kneel-
ing; lights are lowered:)

O Lord God of Israel, there is no God like
thee in the heaven,nor in the earth, which
keepethcovenantandshowethmercyunto thy
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servantsthat walk before thee with all their
hearts;thou which hast kept with thy servant
David my father that which thou hastprom-
ised him; and spakestwith thy mouth, and
hast fulfilled it with thine hand,as it is this
day. Now, therefore,0 God of Israel, keep
with thy servantDavid my fatherthat which
thou hast promisedhim, saying: There shall
not fail theea man in my sight to sit upon the
throne of Israel, yet so that thy children take
heedto their way to walk in my law, as thou
hast walked before me. Now, then. 0 Lord
God of Israel, let thy word be verified which
thou hastspokenunto thy servantDavid. But
will God in very deeddwell with men on the
earth? Behold, heaven, and the heaven of
heavens,cannot contain thee; how much less
this housewhich I havebuilt! Haverespect,
therefore,to theprayer of thy servant,andto
his supplication, 0 Lord my God, to hearken
unto thecry andtheprayerwhich thy servant
prayeth before thee; that thine eyesmay be
openupon this house,day andnight, upon the
placewhereof thou hastsaid that thou wouldst
put thy name there, to hearken unto the
prayerwhich thy servantprayethtoward this
place.

Hearken,therefore,unto thesupplication of
thy servant,and of thy people Israel, which
they shall make toward this place; hearthou
from thy dwelling-place, even from heaven;
and when thou hearest,forgive.

Now, my God, let, I beseechthee, thine eyes
be open,and let thine ears be attentunto the
prayer that is made in this place.
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Now, therefore, arise, 0 Lord God, into
thy resting-place,thou, and the Ark of thy
strength: let thy priests, 0 Lord God, be
clothed with salvation and let thy saints re-
joice in goodness.

0 Lord God, turn not awaythe faceof thine
anointed;rememberthe merciesof David thy
servant.

(Fire comes from heaven and ignites sacrificial
ocfering upon altar Brethren bow their headsto
the floor and repeat threetimes I

“For he is good, for his mercy endureth
forever.”

(All rise; lights are turned up The Right Wor-
shipful Master and officers repair to their stations
and places, the Right Worshipful Master giving ~,

Brethren take their seats, and the candidate is con-
ducted by the Senior Deacon to a seat in front of
the East. The Right Worshipfui Master may recite
as much of the following historical summary as he
may desire.)

HISTORICAL SUMMARY
The degreeof Most ExcellentMaster is as

intimately connectedwith the Masters’ as the
Mark Masters’ is with that of theFellow Craft.
The Masters’ Degreeis intended, in its sym-
bolic design, to teach thedoctrine of the res-
urrection of the deadand the immortality of
thesoul. But this corruptioncan only put on
incorruption,andthis mortal put on immortal-
ity by a passagethrough the portals of the
grave. And herethedegreeof Most Excellent
Mastercomesforward,with its beautifulsym-
bolism, to representtheman preparedto enter
upon that eventful passage. In thepreceding
degrees,thebeautiesof life havebeendelin-
eatedundervarioustypes—thevirtuouscrafts-
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man has been assiduouslylaboring to erect
within his hearta spiritual templeof holiness,
fit for thehabitationof H[m who is theholiest
of beings. If the moral preceptsof theOrder
have been observed,stone has been placed
upon stone,virtue hasbeen addedto virtue,
and the duties of oneday have beenscrupu-
lously performed,only that ~hedufies of the
nextday may be commencedwith equal zeal.

And now all is accomplished. The spiritual
edifice which it was given to man to erect,
that “house not made with hands, eternal in
theheavens,”upon the constructionof which
he hasbeenengaged,day by day andhour by
hour, from his first entranceinto the world,
hasbecome a stately and finished building.
The last arch hasbeenboundtogetherby the
rejected, though priceless,keystone. Man’s
earthly laborshavebeencompleted.

The last condition of man on earth—when
all his labors have been completed;when he
is about to lay aside forever al[ his projects
of ambition, of pleasure,or of business; to
dissolvethe ties which haveboundhim to the
companionsof his toil; to abandon,as useless,
the implementsof the world’s work; and to
leave the temple of life and go forth as a
wandereron theunknownshoresof eternity—
this is thesolemnscenewhich is symbolically
commemoratedin the impressiveceremonies
of thedegreeof Most ExcellentMaster.

• * “~ (2-5) alludesto the wonderand
admiration expressedby thoseof our ancient
Brethrenwho were permittedto view the in-
terior of that magnificentedifice which King
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Solomon had erected,but more,especiallyto
theadmirationandastonishmentof thosewho
beheldthe sublime manifestationsof theSu-
premeBeing at the dedicationof the Temple,
when the fire camedown from heavenand
consumedtheburnt offering and thesacrifice,
and the glory of the Lord filled the Lord’s
house.

We have imitated our ancientBrethren in
assemblingon that occasion,repairing to the
place designated,and participating in these
solemn ceremonies. We have imitated them
in gathering around the altar, engaging in
prayer, and have witnesseda representation
of thefire coming down from heaven,consum-ing the burnt offering and the sacrifice. We
have also imitated their astonishmenton be-
holding it by falling down upon the ground
and exclaiming, “He is good, for his mercy
endureth forever.”

The Templewasdedicatedin theyear 3001,
with the most imposing and solemn ceremo-
nies, to the worship of Jehovah,who conde-
scendedto make it the place for the special
manifestation of his glory. The ceremonies
lastedfourteendays,sevenof which werede-
votedto the dedicationexclusively andseven
to the Feastof theTabernacles.

Nothing ever equaledthe ceremoniesof its
consecration. Israel sentforth her thousands,
and the assembledpeople beheld, in solemn
adoration, the vast sacrifice of Solomon ac-
cepted. The flame descendedupon the altar
and consumedthe sacrifice, the shadow and
glory of The Eternal proclaimedhis presence
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between the cherubim, and the voice of his
thunderstold to the faithful of the Craft that
theperfectnessof their laborwas approved.

As theceremoniesof this degreerefer to the
completionand dedicationof the temple, it is
reasonableto supposethat,when this magnifi-
cent edifice was completed, King Solomon
shouldbestow somedistinguishingmark of his
approval upon the skillful and zealousbuild-
cis who hadbeenengagedfor sevenyearsin
its construction. No greater token of that
appreciationcould havebeenevidencedthan
to establishan order of merit with the hon-
orable appellation of “Most Excellent Mas-
ter,’ andto bestowit upon thoseof thecrafts-
men who had proved themselvesto be com-
plete mastersof their profession. It was not
conferredupon thewhole body of the work-
men, but wasconfinedto the meritoriousand
praiseworthy—tothosewho through diligence
and industry, had progressedfar towardper-
faction.

You haveseenthe foundationsof theTem-
ple laid deep and strong. You have, as an
EnteredApprentice, servedyour Master with
freedom, fervency, and zeal, and as a bearer
of burdens havebrought up from the quar-
ries many a rough ashlar for the building.
You havewroughtyour full time asa Fellow
Craft, and, under the skillful touch of your
working tools, these rough ashlarshave be-
come perfect ashlars—stones,we doubt not,
fitted to adorn and beautify our temple. As
a Master workman, you have watched with
unceasingcare the wondrousbeautiesof the
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temple increase under the skillful hands of
theWidow’s Son; andnow you haveat length
seenthe object of our hopescompleted,and
the last arch bound togetherby the rejected,
though priceless,keystone.

We have now dedicatedthe temple to the
service of the SupremeBeing, andby this we
areremindedthat we should alsodedicateour
spiritual building—that templewhich we have

I’ beenerectingwithin ourselves—totheserviceof thesameSupremeBeing. And althoughwe
kno\v of a certaintythat all earthly things are
transient,and that m processof time, evenat
the best, the decayof ageswill crumble our
magnificenttempleinto dust, yet we areper-
suadedthat, if we,haveerectedthe templeof
our inner life by square,plumb line, andrule,
its foundationsshall never fail, and its fabric
shall nevercrumble nor decay. Then let us
take care that we so labor in the erectionof
our templehere that, whenwe leave this for
that far distant country, whence we shall
never return, we may receive the wagesof
faithful craftsmen.

(The Right Worshipful Master explains the signs
—9-10.)

R. W. M.—Brother Senior Deacon,you will
place the Brother before the altar.

CHARGE
My Brother, your admission to this degree

of Masonry is proof of the good opinion the
Brethren of this Lodge entertainof your Ma-
sonic abilities. Let this considerationinduce
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you to be careful of forfeiting, by misconduct
or inattentionto our rules,that esteemwhich
has raised you to the rank which you now
possess.

It is one of your great duties, as a Most
Excellent Master, to dispenselight and truth
to the lessinformedMason; andI neednot re-
mind you of the impossibility of complying
with this obligation without possessingan ~c-
curate actiuaintancewith the~ ritual of each
degree.

If you are not already completely conver-
sant in all the degreesheretofore conferred
upon you, remember that an indulgence,
promptedby a belief thatyou will applyyour-
selfwith doublediligence to makeyourself so,
has induced theBrethren to acceptyou. Let
it, therefore, be your unremitting study to
acquiresuchadegreeof knowledgeandinfor-
mation as shall enable you to dischargewith
propriety the various duties incumbentupon
you, and to preserveunsullied the title now
conferredupon you—that of a Most Excellent
Master.

You will now be seatedwith theBrethren.

CLOSING
(The samelecture should be used in closing as In

the opening, with such changesin the ordersas are
necessaryfor the purpose. The Great Lights must
not be closeduntil after the prayer.)
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SHORT FORM OPENING
This form may be usedfor openingastated

meeting only, for the transactionof regular
business,and when there are less than nine
present. It must not be used when opening
a Chapter for work. Regular opening on
page97.

(If a sufficient number is present, and time per-
mits, the full form should be used

E. H. P.—”~—Theofficers will taketheir sta-
tions.

E. H. P.—5—CompanionCaptainof theHost
(Captainof Host risesand responds:“Excel-
lent High Priest”), you will invite the Com-
panionsin andclose thedoor. (Done.)

C. of H.—Excellent High Priest, your order
hasbeenduly executed.

E. H. P.—CompanionCaptain of the Host,
are all presentRoyal Arch Masons?

C. of H.—(If satisfied)—Excellent High
Priest, all presentareRoyal Arch Masons.

(After the Chapter has been purged, the saluta-
tion, by giving the penal sign, should never be omit-
ted in addressingor responding to a sup~rsor officer.)

E. H. P.—CompanionCaptainof the Host,
when a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons is
aboutto be opened,what is your duty?

C. of H.—To see that the Sentinel is at his
post and the Tabernacleis securelyguarded.

93SHORT FORM OPENING

E. H. P.—You will perform that duty and
inform the Sentinelthat I am aboutto open a
Chapterof Royal Arch Masons,anddirect him
to guard accordingly.

C. of H.—(Opens the door)—Companion
Sentinel, theExcellentHigh Priest is aboutto
open a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, and
directsthat you guard accordingly.

Sentinel—Hisorder shall be obeyed.
(Captain of the Host closes the door, gives ~

*, which is answered by the Sentinel in the same
manner. Captainof the Host returns to his station

C. of H.—Excellent1-ugh Priest, your order
hasbeen duly executed.

E. H. P.—CompanionCaptainof the Host,
is therea sufficient numberpresentto opena
Chapterof Royal Arch Masonsfor the trans-
action of businessonly?

C. of H.—There is.
F. H. P—How manycomposesuch a Chap-

ter?
C. of H.—Fiveor more.
E. H. P.—Whenof five only, who arethey?
C. of H—The ExcellentHigh Priest,Com-

panionsKing, Scribe,Captainof theHost,and
Sentinel.

F. H. P.—The station of the Scribe?
C. of H.—On ~heleft in the Council.
F. H. P.—His duty?
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C. of H.—To assisttheExcellentHigh Priest
in thedischargeof his duties,and in his ab-
sence,andthatof theKing, to presideoverthe
Chapter.

E. H. P.—The station of theKing?
C. of H.—On the right in the Council.
E. H. P.—Hisduty?

C. of H.—To assisttheExcellentHigh Priest
in the dischargeof his duties,and in his ab-
senceto presideover theChapter.

E. H. P.—The station of theExcellentHigh
Priest?

C. of H.—In the East, in the centerof the
Council.

E. H. P—His duty?
C. of H.—To presideover and govern the

Chapter with fidelity; read and eicpoundthe
law; officiate in the Temple;and offer up the
incenseof a pure and contrite heart to the
Great I Am.

E. H. P.~(Rises)~***~Compan[on Captain
of the Host, it is my orderthat a Chapterof
Royal Arch Masonsbe openedfor the trans-
action of businessunder the usual Masonic
restrictions. This orderyou will communicate
to the Companionsfor their government.

SHORT FORM OPRNING 95

C. of H.—Companions(all give penalsign),
it is the order of the Excellent High Priest
that a Chapter of Royal Arch Masons be
openedfor the transactionof businessunder
the usual Masonicrestrictions. Of this order
you will take due notice and govern your-
selvesaccordingly. Look to the Ea4.

E. H. P.—Together,Companions, on the
signs.

(Give signs and raps.)
E. H. P.—CompanionCaptain of the Host,

you will display the GreatLights. (Done.)
C. of H.—Excellent High Priest, the Great

Lights are displayed.
E. H. P.—Companions,let us pray. You

will join me in theLord’s Prayer.
(Or “Companion Chaplain, you will lead our de-

votions.”)
E. H. P.—l now decl~re

Chapter No. , Royal Arch Masons,
erectedto God and dedicatedto the memory
of Z (5-5), openedin short form. Companion
Captain of the Host, you will so inform the
Sentinel.

(Captain of the Host goes to the door, gives ‘~
¶ which is answered by the Sentinel in like

manner. Captain of the Host opensdoor.)

C. of H.—CompanionSentinel,
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ChapterNo.
openedin short form.

Sentinel: So mote it be.
(Captain of the Host closes door and returns to

his station
C. of H —Excellcnt High Priest, your order

hasbeen duly exeouted.
E. H. P.~*.

Royal Arch Masons, is
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REGULAR OPENING

This form mustbe usedto open a Chapter
for work and should always be usedwhen
nine or more are present.

(The Excellent High Priest takes his station and
calls to order by one knock with gavel.)

E. H. P.—5—Theofficers will taketheir sta-
tions.

E. H. P.*Companion Royal Arch Cap-
‘ tam (Royal Arch Captainrises andresponds:

“Excellent High Priest”), you will invite the
Companionsin and close thedoor. (Done.)

P. A. C—ExcellentHigh Priest, your order
hasbeen obeyed.

E. H. P.—Thank you; be seated.

E. H. P.—~5—CompanionCaptainof theHost
(Captainof theHost risesandresponds:“Ex-
cellent High Priest”), are all presentRoyal
Arch Masons9

C. of H.—(If satisfied, answers:)—EXcellent
High Priest, all’ presentare Royal Arch Ma-
sons. (If not satisfied, answers:) I will as-
certain and report. CompanionPrincipal So-
journer (Principal Sojourner rises and re-
sponds: “CompanionCaptain of the Host”),
you will ascertainif all on the south side of
the Chapter are Royal Arch Masons. Com-
panionRoyal Arch Captain(Royal Arch Cap-
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tam rises andresponds “CompanionCaptain
of theHost”), you will ascertainif all on the
north side of the Chapter are Royal Arch
Masons.

(Principal Sojourner and Royal Arch Captain as-
certain by personal knowledge or avouchinent, re-
turn to their respectivestations and report:)

P. S.—CompanionCaptainof the Host, all
on the south side of the Chapter are Royal
Arch Masons (specifyingexceptions,if any).

R. A. C.—CompanionCaptain of the Host,
all on thenorth sideof theChapterareRoyal
Arch Masons(specifying exceptions,if any).

C. of H.—Thankyou; be seated.
C. of H.—Excellent High Priest, all present

are Royal Arch Masons (repeating specified
exceptions,if any).

(After this ceremonyof “purging’ has been com-
pleted, the salutation, by giving the penal sign,
should neverbe omitted in addressingor responding
to a superior officer

E. H. P.—Is there a constitutional number
presentto opena Chapterof Royal Arch Ma-
sons?

C. of H.—Thereare threetimes three.
E. H. P.—You will then take the prelimi-

nary steps to open a Chapterof Royal Arch
Masons.

C. of H—Companion Royal Arch Captain
(Royal Arch Captain rises and responds:
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“CompanionCaptain of the Host”), when a
Chapterof Royal Arch Masonsis about to be
opened,what is your duty?

R. A. C.—To see that the Sentinelis at his
post,andtheTabernacleis securelyguarded.

C. of H.—You will perform that duty and
inform the Sentinel that the Excellent High
Priest is about to open a Chapter of Roya1
Arch Masons,anddirect him to guardaccord-
ingly.

-(The Royal Arch Captain opens the door.)
R. A. C—CompanionSentinel,theExcellent

High Priest is about to open a Chapter of
Royal Arch Masonsanddirects thatyou guard
accordingly.

Sentinel—His order shall be obeyed.
(The Royal Arch Captain closes the door, gives

~ on the door, which is answeredby the Sen-
tinel in the same manner Royal Arch Captain re-
turns to his station

R. A. C.—CompansonCaptainof the Host,
your orderhasbeenobeyed.

C. of H.—Thankyou; be seated.
C. of H.—ExcellentHigh Priest, your order

hasbeen duly executed.
E. H P —CompanionCaptain of the Host,

areyou a Royal Arch Mason?

C. of H—I a t I a (3-2).
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E. H. P.—What made you a Royal Arch
Mason?

C. of H.—My obligation, and having re-
ceivedthe secretwords.

E. H. P.—How may I know you to be a
Royal Arch Mason?

C. of H.—By t t t (3-10), under a 1 a (4-4),
and overa t (3-7).

E. H. P—Why in that manner?
C. of H.—Becausein thatmanneronly may

theprincipal secretsof this degreebecommu-
nicated.

E. H. P.—Where were you made a Royal
Arch Mason?

C. of H.—Within a legally constituted and
duly openedChapter of Royal Arch Masons,
assembledin a place representingthe Taber-
nacleerectedby our ancientBrethrennearthe
ruins of King Solomon’s Temple.

E. H. P.—Howmanycomposea Chapterof
Royal Arch Masonsfor work?

C. of H.—Nsne or more.
E. H. P—Whenof nine only, who are they’?
C. of H—The Excellent High Priest, Com-

panions King, Scribe, Captain of the Host,
Principal Sojourner,Royal Arch Captain, and
threeMastersof theVeils.
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E. H. P—Whom do the first three repre-
sent?

C. of -H.—J (6-10), Z (5-5), and H (4-3),
who composedthe first GrandCouncil assem-
bled at Jerusalemafter thedestructionof the
first Temple, and held their meetings in the
Tabernacle?

E. H. P.—Whomdo the last threerepresent?
C. of H.—Thosethree of our ancientBreth-

ren who were instrumentalin bringing to light
the principal secretsof this degree,after they
hadlain buried in darknessfrom thedeathof
G. M. H. A. (1-8) until the building of the
secondTemple,aperiodof 470 years,andwho
for their valuable services were appointed
Mastersof theVeils.

E. H. P—How manyveils were there?
C. of H.—Four.
E. H. P—To what do they allude?
C. of H.—To the four principal tribes of

Israel which bore their bannersin the wil-
derness—Judah,Ephraim, Reuben, and Dan
—whoseemblemswere the lion, the ox, the
man, andthe eagle.

E. H. P —Wherewere theseveils placed?
C. of H—In the outer courts of theTaber-

nacle.



w.stichtingargus.nl

w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stlcnllngargus.nL
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.n~
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w . stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
~w.stichtingargus.n1
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w . stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI

102 ROYAL ARCH MASON

E. H. P.—For what purpose?
C. of H.—To serveascoveringsfor theTab-

ernacleand stationsfor theguards.
E. H. P.—Whywere guardsplacedthere?
C. of H.—To seethat noneenteredbut such

as were duly qualified and had permission,
none being admitted to the presenceof the
Excellent High Priest, King, and Scribe, sit-
ting in council, except the true descendantsof
the tribes of JudahandBenjamin.

E. H. P.—What do thesebannersemblem-
atically teach?

C. of H.—That whenengagedin thepursuit
of Truth, the great object of Masonic study,
we should have the courageof the lion, the
patienceof the ox, the intelligenceof theman,
andtheswiftnessof theeagle.

E. H. P.—(Gives**, andall officers riseex-
cept the Council)—The station of theMaster
of the First Veil?

C. of H.—Within the First Veil.
E. H. P.—CompanionMaster of the First

Veil, your duty?
M. F. V—To guard the First Veil, and ad-

mit none but such as are duly qualified and
have the passwords.

E. H. P.—What arethe passwords?
M. F. V.—I A T] A (1-3).
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B. H. P.—Whatis thecolor of your veil?
M. F. V—Blue, emblematic of friendship,

and peculiarlycharacteristicof Symbolic Ma-

sonry.

E. H. P.—The station of the Master of the
SecondVeil?

M. F. V.—Within the SecondVeil.
E. H. P.—Companion Vlaster of the Second

Veil, your duty?
LVI. S. V—To guard the SecondVeil, and

admit nonebut suchasareduly qualified, and
have the passwords,sign, and words of ex-
planation of the Masterof the First Veil.

E. H. P.—What are his passwords?
M. S. V—S (6-1), H (5-7), andJ (10-1).
E. H. P.—What is the color of your veil?
M. S. V —Purple,which, beingformedby a

dueadmixtureof blue andscarlet,is therefore
placed between the First and Third Veils,
which are of thosecolors, to remind us of the
intunateconnectLonthatexistsbetweenSym-
bolic Masonryandthe Royal Arch Degree.

B. H P,—The station of the Master of the
Third Veil?

M. S V.—Within the Third Veil.
E. H. P.—CompanionMaster of the Third

Veil, your duty?
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/
7>M. T. V.—To guardthe Third Veil, andad-
<‘mit none but sucl2 as are duly qualified and

have the passwords,sign, and words of ex-
planation of the Masterof the SecondVeil.

E. H. P—What arehis passwords?
M. T. V.—M (2-3), A (7—10), andB (3-6).
E. I-I. P—What is thecolor of your veil?
M. T. V.—Scarlet,emblematicof that fer-

vencyandzealwhich shouldactuateall Royal
Arch Masons, andpeculiarly characteristicof
this degree.

E. H. P.—The station of the Royal Arch
Captain?

M. T. V.—Within the Fourth Veil or en-
tranceto the Sanctuary.

E. H. P.—CompanionRoyal Arch Captain,
your duty?

R. A. C.—To guard the Fourth Veil, and
admit nonebut such as are duly qualified and
have the passwords,sign, and words of ex-
planationof theMasterof the Third Veil, and
the5 o T (4-7).

E. H. P.—Whatare his passwords?
R. A. C.—J (6-10), Z (5-5), and H (4-3).
E. H. P—What is thecolor of your veil?
R. A. C.—White, emblematicof that purity

of life and rectitu~l~ o~ ~p~duct by which alone
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we mayexpectto gain admissioninto the Holy
of Holies above.

E. H. P.—The station of the Principal So-
journer?

R. A. C—On the left of the Council.
E. H. P.—CompanionPrincipal Sojourner,

your duty?
P. S.—Tobring theblind by a waythat they

knew not; to lead them in paths that they
havenot known; to make darknesslight be-
fore them and crookedthings straight; these
things to do unto them andnot forsakethem.

E. H. P.—The station of the Captainof the
Host?

P. S—On the right of theCouncil.
E. H. P—CompanionCaptainof the Host,

your duty?
C. of H.—To observethe ordersof the Ex-

cellent High Priest and see them duly exe-
cuted; to take chargeof the Chapterduring
thehoursof labor and superintendthe intro-
duction of strangersamong the workmen.

E. H. P—The station of theScribe?
C. of H—On the left in theCouncil.
E. H. P.—His duty?
C. of H.—To assisttheExcellentHigh Priest

in the dischargeof his duties,and in his ab-
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sence,andthatof theKing, to presideover the
Chapter.

E. H. P.—Thestation of theKing?
C of H—On the right in the Council.
E. H. P.—His duty?
C. of H.—To assisttheExcellentHigh Priest

in the dischargeof his duties,and in his ab-
senceto presideover the Chapter.

E. H. P—Thestation of theExcellent High
Priest?

C. of H—In the East, in the centerof the
Council.

E. H. P.—His duty?
C. of H.—To presideover and govern the

Chapterwith fidelity; read and expound the
law; officiate in theTemple, and offer up the
incenseof a pureand contrite heart to the G
I A.

(E~cc1Ient High Piieit iisci and gives ~. All
ilie.)

E. H. P.—CompanionCaptainof theHost, it
is my orderthat a Chapterof Royal Arch Ma-
sonsbe openedfor the transactionof business
under the usual Masonic restrictions (or
work). This order you will communicateto
theCompanionsfor their government.

C. of H.—Companions,it is theorder of the
Excellent High Priest thata Chapterof Royal

II
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Arch Masonsbe openedfor the transactionof
business under the usualMasonic restrictions
(or work). Of this order you will takedue
notice and govern yourselves accordingly.
Look to the East.

E. H. P.—Together,Companions, on the
signs. (All give signsof Mark Master to Roy-
al Arch, inclusive.)

E. H. P.—~.
King~*
Scribe~S*~.
E. H. P.—’~.
King~* *

Scribe—
E. H. ~
King—5.
~Scribe—~.
E. H. P.—CompanionCaptain of the Host,

you will see that the Great Lights are dis-
played, andbring theCompanionsto orderas
RoyalArch Masonsandassemblethemaround
the altar for our devotions.

C. of H.—Companion Principal Sojourner,
you will display the GreatLights.

P. 5. (Doesso)—CompanionCaptainof the
Host, the GreatLights are displayed.
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C. of H.—Companions,you will cometo or-
der as Royal Arch Masons. (All give p s.)
~ou will assemblearound the altar for our
devotions.

(Companions assemblearound the altar in a cir~
cia, leaving a space at the east for the Council and
Captain of the Host)

C. of H.—ExcellentHigh Priest, your order
hasbeen duly executed.

E. H. P.—CompanionsKing, Scribe, and
Captainof the Host, you will join me at the
altar for our devotions. (They completethe
circle.)

E. H. P.—Companions,you will k on your
2 r ks, and form a chain with r a over left.

(Done.) Join me in theLord’s Prayer.
Our Fatherwhich art in heaven. Hallowed

be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will
be done in earth,as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread. And forgiveus our
lebts, as we forgive our debtors. And leadus

not into temptation,but deliver us from evil:
For thine is thekingdom, andthepower, and
theglory, forever Amen.

(If thereis a Chaplainpresent,or a clergyman, he
may offer a prayer, kneeling on the west side of the
altar within the chain, facing the East I

E. H. P.—Companions,taking your time
from me, you will balancet t t. (Done.) Rise.

(All rise to their feet, breaking chain No sign
given

E. H. P.—CompanionCaptain of the Host,
you will form the Companionsin groups of
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thiee, commencingon the right of the Coun-
cil.

(The Captain of the Host seesthat the groups are
properly formed thus. Each Companion, in g of t,
with his r h grasps the r w of the Companion on his
1, and with his 1 h graspsthe 1 w of the Companion
on his 1, the 1 h being under the r; each Companion
places the t of his r f to the h of the r f of the Com-
panion on his r, the t f thus forming a t The H P,
K, and S form one group.)

C. of H —ExcellentHigh Priest,thegroups
areformed.

E. H. P.—As we three did agree in peace,
love, and unity the S W to s; aswe threedid
agree in peace,love and unity the S W to k,
so we three do now agree,in peace,love, and
unity,tora RA. B3x3.

(Groups all make battery, h c as above, with r ha
on the I, t t t. The r ha are then r, still c, and the
G R A W (10-5) is communicated from r to 1 by a,
each Companion in successioncommencing,so that
the w is given t t (5-4) After this the battery is r,
the groups separate,eachC giving the p a The oft-
ccii return to their stations.)

E. H. P —I now declare
ChapterNo. , Royal Arch Masons,
erectedto God and dedicatedto the memory
of Z (5-5), openedin due and ancientform.
CompanionCaptainof the Host, you will see
that the Sentinel is so informed.

C. of H.—CompanionRoyal Arch Captain,
you will inform Ihe Sentinelthat
ChapterNo. , Royal Arch Masons,
is openedin dueand ancientform.
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(Royal Arch Captain goes to the door, knocks **

~ •, which is answered by the Sentinel in the same
manner;Royal Arch Captain opensthe door)

R. A. C.—CompanionSentinel,
ChapterNo. ,Royal Arch Masons,
as openedin dueandancientform.

Sentinel—Somote it be.
(Royal Arch Captain closes the door and returns

to his station.)
R. A. C—CompanionCaptain of the Host,

your orderhasbeenobeyed.
C. of H—Excellent Hight Priest, your order

hasbeen duly executed.
(Excellent High Priest gives ~, and the Compan-

ions take their seats

&- w~4.
WORK

E. H. P.—Companions,this Chapter has
been called and openedfor the purpose of
exalting to the augustdegreeof Royal Arch
Mason BrothersA. B., C. D., and E. F., who
havebeenduly andconstitutionally electedto
receivethis degree. If therebe no objection,
we will proceedwith thework.

(No objection being mode
E. H. P.~*~Companion Secretary(Secre-

tary rises and responds: “Excellent High
Priest”), havethe feesbeenpaid?

(Secrelaryanswers‘yes” or ‘no.” as the casemay
be. [f”no”.)

II
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E. H. P.—’~ou will perform that duty and
report.

(Secretaryretires, collects fees, and returns to his
place

Secretary—ExcellentHigh Priest, the fees
havebeenpaid.

E. H. P.—Thank you; be seated.
E. H. P.—~5—CompanionCaptainof theHost

(Captainof theHost risesandresponds: “Ex-
cellent 1-ugh Priest”), there being in waiting
a constitutional number of Brethren desirous
of being exalted to this august degree, it is
my orderthat you takechargeof ihe Chapter
during the hours of labor, and superintend
the introduction of thesestrangersamong the
workmen.

First Section

C. of H.—Companion Principal Sojourner
(Principal Sojourner rises and responds:
“CompanionCaptain of the Host”), you will
retire, prepareand introduce the candidates.

(The Principal Sojourner retires, and the candi-
dates are prepared by being h, coats removed, shod
with slippers. c t seven t around the b of each and
connected one to the other. Thus prepared, they are
led, following one behind the other, to the door of
the Chapter by the Principal Solourner. who makes
the alarm •~ *
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R. A. C.—CompanionCaptain of the Host,
thereis an a at the d of t p r.

C. of H.—You will a t a, CompanionRoyal
Arch Captain, andr t c.

(Royal Arch Captain goesto the door, gives •~
~ •, opens the door, and says.)

R. A C—Who comeshere?
P. S.—ThreeBrothers, A. B., C. D., and E.

F., who havebeen regularly i, p, and r t t 5

d of M M; advancedto the honorary degree
of Mark Master; inducted into the Oriental
Chair of King Solomon; received and ac-
knowledgedMost Excellent Masters,andnow
d to r m 1 by being exalted to the august
degreeof Royal Arch Mason.

R. A. C—Brethren, ii o y o f w a a t y
m t r?

Candidates—Itis.
R. A. C.—CompanionPrincipal Sojourner,

a t d a t p?
P. S.—They are.
R. A. C.—A t w a w q?
P. S.—Theyare
R. A. C—Havethey m s p it p d t e t t t?
P. S.—They have.
R. A. C.—By what p r o b d t e t g ad-

mittance?
P. S—B t b o t p.
R.A C—H ttp?

112
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w.stichtingargus.nl P. 5—They have.

w.stichtingargus.nl H. A. C.—Give it
P.S.—R. (2-5).w.stichtingargus.nI
H. A. C.—Brethren,y w w u t Captain of

theHost c b i o y r a h a y.w.stichtingargus.nl
(Royal Arch Captain closes the door, returns to

w.stichtrngargus.nl his station
C. of H.—CompanionRoyal Arch Captain,w.stichtingargus.nl

whatwast c o t a?
w.stichtingargus.nl R A. C—I find without BrothersA. B., C.

w. fhf 1 D., andE. F., etc.sic lngargus.n (Same dialogue ensues as at the door, until the
w.stichtingargus.nl following question is askedand answered)

C. of H.—H t t p?
w.stichtingargus.nl R. A. C.—They have.

C. of H.—]t is my orderthat t e a b r i dw.stichtingargus.nl a a f.
(Royal Arch Captain goes to the door, opens itw.stichtingargus.nI

wide, and says)
R. A. C.—Brethren, it is the order of thew.stichtingargus.nl

Captainof theHost that you e ab rida af.
w.stichtingargus.nl (The threeMasters of the veils form the 1 a (4-4)

about ten feet from the door of the prepsration
w.stichtrngargus.nI room by each grasping his own 1 w, and with his 1

h grasping r w of the one on his left. Candidatesw.stichtingargus.nI merely stoop as they pass under the a (4-4). Prin-
cipal Sojourner enters, and before leading the can-

w.stichtingargus.nI didatesunder the 1 a (4-4) halts them and says:)
P. 5.—Brethren,you are now aboutto enter

W. stlcutingargus.ni a Chapter of Royal Arch Masonsfor the first

w.stichtingargus.nI time, and you should rememberthat whoso-

w .stichtingargus.nl everhumbleth himself shall be exalted. S l~Brethren; s 1; whosoever humbleth himself
W•sticiitingargus.ni shall be exalted.
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(Having passedunder the 1 a (4-4), they are met

by the Captain of the Host, who says’)

C. of H.—Brethren, you are received into
this Chapterof Royal Arch Masonsunder a
1 a (4-4), to impressupon your minds in the
strongestpossiblemanner that the principal
secretsof this degreemay be communicated
only undera 1 a (4-4).

Circumambulate once, Principal Sojourncr re-
peating:)

P. S.—I will bring theblind by a way that
they knew not; I will leadthem in pathsthat
they have not known: I will make darkness
light beforethem, andcrookedthings straight.
Thesethings will I do unto them, andnot for-
sake them.

(They halt in the West, and the Principal Sojour-
ner says:)

P. S.—LVIy Brethren, as no Mason should
ever engagein anygreator important under-
taking without invoking the blessingof Deity,
you will kneel for thebenefitof prayer.

(Captain of the Host gives ~ Candidates kneel
and the other Companions rise. The Principal So-
journer offers the following prayer:)

O thou Omnipotent and Eternal Jehovah,
theglorious and everlastingI Am, permit us,
Thy frail, dependent,and needy creatures,to
approachThy Divine Majesty.

We humbly adore and worship Thy un-
speakableperfections, and Thy unbounded
goodnessand benevolence. We adore Thee
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that, amidst the pains and calamities of our
presentstate, so many meansof refreshment
are afforded us while traveling the rugged
path of life.

0 Thou who didst aforetime appearunto
Thy servantMoses,in a flame of fire out of
the midst of a bush, enkindle, we beseech
Thee, in each of our hearts,a flame of devo-
tion to Thee, of love to each other, and of
charity to all mankind.

May the solemnities of the ceremoniesof
our institution be duly impressedupon our
minds, and have a happy and lasting effect
upon our lives.

And finally, 0 Merciful Father, when we
shall havepassedthrough the outer veils of
theseearthlycourts,may we be admitted into
theHoly of Holies above,into the presenceof
the Grand Council of Heaven,where theSu-
preme High Priest forever presides—forever
reigns. Amen.

(Captain of the Host givcs *, and Companionsare
seated

P. S.—Arise. Let us be going.
(Candidates rise and circumambulate the second

time, and on reaching the West are met by the Cap-
tain of the Host, who halts them, saysng~)

C of H.—Halt! Who are you? Whence
cameyou, andwhat areyour intentions?

(Samedialogue ensuesasat the door)

C. of H.—Brethren, in pursuing your inten-
tions, it will be necessaryfor you to travel
those rough andruggedroadswhich all Royal
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Arch Masonshave traveledbefore you. Be-
fore you can proceed you must take upon
yourselvesthe solemn oath or obligation of a
Royal Arch Mason. I assure you there is
n t that is incompatiblewith your c or r d,
or with thoseh’ andn d which you o to God,
yc,yn,yf,ory. Withthssa,doyousdtp?

Candidates—Ido.
C. of H.—Companion Principal Sojourner,

you will p t B a t a i d a a f.
S. W. (to candidates).—Youwill k o b k,

bhrutHB,sa c. (Done.)
P. S.—CompanionCaptainof the Host, the

Brethren are at the altar in dueand ancient
form.

C. of H.—(Goes to east side o! altar)—
BrothersA. B., C. D., andE. F., y w s I, p y
n i f a r a m.

o m o f w a a,
s t p o A G a t R A C, et G a d t t m o Z, d h
a h s p a s s, t I w n r t s o t d t a b o a p d,
n t a p it w, e i b w a1 c a d o C o R A M, o t
a C o t d a n u h u b d t, s e, o 1 s, I s h f h a
1 et t s a m.

I f p a s, t [ w a a o a d s a s s t a r b m f
a R A C, o g m b aC o t d, i w t 1 o m c.

I f p a s, t I w s t a a b t B-i o t o a o C o
R A M o w I m h b a m, t w t e ar o t G C u
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w a t s m w; a t C, r a r o t M E G G R A C
~ s f at s m c t m k.

I f p a s, t I w h,a a a aw d C R A M, t w,
w a o, w I m f t, s f at n m r a m m o r p., w
it moth p c u m.~ ?ouS~~

I f p a s, t I w e t c o a C R A M w i p, s
f a t e h f i d.

I f p a s, t I w k t s o a C R A M, w c t a r
h m a s, s a i, m a t e, a t 1 t m 0.

I f p a s, t I w n b a t o o c o a C o~RA M
utsbpalnrRAlM. Exceptfiveregular
membersof a Chaptermay constitutea quo-
rum to openandcloseits ~ meetings ,
for the transactionof business.

I f p a s, t I w n b a t e t t d o a g o 1 n t t
a o a t s t.

I f p a s, t I w n u s t b o a C R A M.
I f p a s, t I w n u r t k t t c b t t d,a w t s

s h s i p I w i d i.
I f p a s, t I w n g t G R A W i ao w, f o m

t t i w I s h r i, n w I i t G a S N s i t r p i w
t s s b h c t m.

A t I s p a s s, w t 1 h, e o m r, b m u n 1 a
p t t o h m s s o, a m b e t t s r o t n s, s I k
v t m s o o o aa R A M. S h m G a k m s i d
p o t s. (1—4.)

C. of H.—BrothersA. B., C. D, and E. F.,
you will d y h and, in t of y s, k the H B.
(Done.)
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P. S.—Arise! Let us be going.
(Circumambulate the third time, to the Burning

Bush in the West, Principal Sojournerrepeating.)
Now Moses kept the flock of Jethrohis fa-

ther in law, the Priest of Midian andhe Led
the flock to the backsideof the desert, and
cameto the mountainof God, evento Horeb.
And the angelof the lord appearedunto him
in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush:
andhe looked (hoodwinksareremoved),and,
behold, the bush burned with fire, and the
bush was not consumed. And Moses said, T
will now tuin aside,and see this great sight,
why the bush is not burnt. And when the
Lord saw that he turned aside to see, God
called unto him out of the midst of the bush,
andsaid,Moses,Moses. And he said,Heream
I. And He said,Draw not nigh hither: put off
thy shoes(slippers are removedfrom feet of
candidates)from off thy feet, for the place
whereon thou standestis holy ground. More-
over,He said,I amtheGod of thy fathers,the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob.And Moseshid his face; for he
wasafraid to look upon God.

(Slippers and hoodwinks are replaced
And God said unto Moses: Comenow there-

fore, and I will send theeunto Pharaoh,that
thou mayestbring forth my people the chil-
dren of Tsraelout of Egypt And Moses said
unto God,Behold,when I come unto thechil-
dren of Israel, and shall say unto them, The
God of your fathers hath sent me unto you,
and they shall say to me, What is his name?
what shall I say unto them? And God said
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unto Vloses, I A T I A: and He said, thus shalt
thou say unto the children of Israel, I AM
hath sentme unto you.

Moses was faithful to the divine command,
and thus became the great emancipator,
prophet, leader, and judge of the children of
Israel. He led his people out of bondage,
through the wilderness to the border of the
promisedland,where on Nebo’slonely moun-
tain, his eyesundimmedby age andhis nat-
ural force unabated,God took him. Joshua
becametheir leader. They enteredtheprom-
ised land. Here they becamea greatnation.
Mighty kings and theworld’s greatestproph-
etsand teachersroseamongthem. As long as
theywere faithful to God, they prospered;but
when thechildrenof Israelforgot andforsook
God,nationalruin cameupon them.

Zedeksah was one and twenty years old
when he began to reign, and reigned eleven
years in Jerusalem. And he did that which
wasevil in thesightof theLord his God, and
humbled not himself before Jeremiah the
prophetspeakingfrom the mouth of theLord.
And he also rebelledagainstKing Nebuchad-
nezzar, and stiffened h~s neck, and hardened
his heart from turning unto the Lord God of
Israel.

(Resume procession. circumambulating fourth
time)

Moreover all the chiefs of the priests, and
the people, transgressedvery much after all
theabominationsof theheathen;andpolluted
thehouse of the Lord which he had hallowed
in Jerusalem. And the Lord God of their fa-
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thers sent to them by his messengers,because
he had compassionon his people, and on his
dwelling place: But they mocked the messen-
gers of God, and despisedhis words, and mis-
usedhis prophets,until the wrath of the Lord
aroseagainsthis people,till therewasno rem-
edy.

Therefore,He broughtupon them the King
of the Chaldees,who slew their young men
with the sword in the houseof their sanctu-
ary, andhad no compassionupon young man
or maiden, old man, or him that stoopedfor
age: He gavethem all into his hand. And all
the vessels of the houseof God, great and
small, and the treasuresof the houseof the
Lord, andthe treasuresof theking, andof his
princes;all thesehe broughtto Babylon. And
they burnt thehouseof God, andbrakedown
thewall of Jerusalem,and burnt all thepal-
aces thereof with fire, and destroyedall the
goodly vessels thereof And them that had
escapedfrom the sword carried he away to

abylon; wheretheywereservantsto him and
his sons until the reign of the Kingdom of
Persia.

(After the conclusion of the reading, noises are
heard in the anteroom, which should represent, as
nearly as possible, an attack upon a walled city
The blows of battering rams, the soundof trumpets,
and the clashingof swordsare heard,increasingin
violence When candidatesare midway betweenthe
East and West, Captainof the Host throws open the
door and shouts~)

The enemyareupon us, They arebattering
down the wallsJ
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Still louder clashing of swords and sounding of

ti unipets.)
P. S.—The Chaldeansare upon us! Let us

make our escape!
(Companions rush in. Candidates are seized and

hurried out of the Chapter to the anteroom.)

Second Section
(Principal Sojourner and candidates are in the

preparation room Candidates are not hoodwinked
Door into chapter room is not open.)

P. 5.—Brethren,thus far in theseceremonies
you havebeencausedto representthreeMost
Excellent Masters who were present at the
destructionof King Solomon’sTempleby Neb-
uzaradan,Captainof theGuardof Nebuchad-
nezzar,King of Babylon, who, in theeleventh
year of the reign of Zedekiah,King of Judah,
besiegedthe city, capturedall the holy ves-
sels,togetherwith the two famousbrazenpil-
lars, and the residue of the people that es-
capedtheedgeof thesword, carriedhe away
captive to Babylon. In thesecondsectionyou
will representa party of thechildren of Israel
on their return from Babylon to Jerusalem.

Babylon is now under the rule of Cyrus,
King of Persia,who, in this the first year of
his reign, issuedaproclamationthroughoutall
his kingdom, and put it also in writing, say-
ing: “Thus saith Cyrus, King of Persia, the
Lord God of Heaven hath given me all the
kingdoms of theearth; and He bath charged
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meto build him an houseat Jerusalem,which
is in Judah. Who is there amongyou of all
his people?his God be with him, andlet him
go up to Jerusalem,which is in Judah, and
build the house of the Lord God of Israel,
which is in Jerusalem.” Availing themselves
of this proffered liberty, Zerubbabel, with
someforty and two thousandof the children
of Israel andmore thanseventhousandserv-
ants,bearingmany of the holy vesselsof the
Temple, have departed for Jerusalem and
mustnow be nearingthat holy city. What say
you, Brethren,shall we also go up and offer
our servicesin this nobleand glorious work?
(Candidatesanswer.) Then, Brethren, let us
go, and, rememberingthesymbolof the burn-
ing bush, which was to impress upon our
minds in the most solemn manner that the
wordsand signsfollowing it areof Divine in-
stitution andassuchmustbe sacredlyregard-
ed by us and transmitted to our posterity as
a meansby which they may be known and
distinguishedforeverafter, when we come to
our brethren at Jerusalemlet us remember
thewordsof theLord unto Mosesat theburn-
ing bush, and say unto them, I A h s u u y
(3—8).

(Door is now open; candidatesare hoodwinked
and are still united by the cabie tow In this man-
ner. and following one behind the other, they are
led by the Principal Sojourner, and travel the r and

road to Jerusalem, accompanied by the narrative
of the Principal Sojourner. Only three complete
circuits are made. The narrative here given, or any
other heretofore used in this jurisdiction, may be
used. BETTER IMPRESSION IS MADE IF CLASS
[S STANDING STILL DURING IMPORTANT PARTS
OF LECTURE)
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P. S.—(Standingwith candidatesjust out-
side the Chapter-room)——Letus, with thank-
ful, hopeful hearts,and with renewedconfi-
dence in the God of our fathers, who hath
manifestedhis power and goodness,even to
theheathen,in the liberation of his repentant
captive children, begin our weary journey to
our own native land.

(Chapters using slides, see page 172.)

(Commence jouxney)

Through the infinite mercy of the God of
our fathers,who bathput it into theheartof a
heathenprince to set us at liberty, we turn
our backs upon this Babel of the nations,
wherewe havebeencaptives,but not without
hope,and arenow permitted to return to the
land of our nativity. The Syrian sun lights up
theeasternhorizon with gladness;thegroves
are vocal with the music of happy birds; the
flowers aregaily cladin their variegatedbeau-
ties; grateful nature rejoices in the return of
spring, and even the Euphrates,as it lazily
sweepsits way over thesands,seemsto mur-
mur praises to the Holy One, of whom the
inhabitantsof this bright land know nothing.

We havenow arrived at and are about to
cross thevast ditch dug by orderof King Cy-
rus to drain the waters of the Euphratesso
that his armiesmight passunderthewalls of
Babylon throughthe bedof the river. (Cross
the ditch,) The work was completed—the
sluicos ready. Then was seenthat mysterious
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handtracing upon thewall of the apartment
occupiedby the drunken Belshazzarand his
beastly lords those unknown, fearful words,
“Mene, mene, tekel upharsin.” Instant]y so-
beredby fear, their kneessmote together,for
they felt in their very bonesthe fearful im-
port of thosemysteriouscharacters.Then too
there came up from the streets of the’ be:
leagueredcity the despairingcry “The wa-
ters are drained! The waters are drained!”
mingled with the sounds of rushing hosts,
as the victorious Medes and Persiansburst
through the lofty arches. Our enemieswere
butcheredbeforeus, yet we, asservantsof the
living God, couldnot beholdunmovedthean-
guish of despairingmothers,the cries of suf-
fering innocence,or the helpless agony of
decrepitage (PassEast.)

How incomprehensibleare the dealingsof
our God in His visitations of wrathupon those
nations that forgetHis law, andyet His mer-
cies areequally so. Prayer is optional and all
metter betweenbracketsmaybe omitted.

[Then, Brethren, let us here kneel and in-
voke the mercy of the Great I AM upon our
perilous undertaking, for his protecting arm
alone can support and deliver us from the
dangerswhich surroundus.

Prayer—O Thou Holy One of Israel, the
heavensdeclareThy glory and the firmament
showethThy handiwork. Preserveus, 0 Lord,
for in Theedo we put our trust. Keepus as
theappleof Thine eye, andhide us underthe
shadowof Thy protectingwing. Teachus the
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way, lead us in the straight path, hear the
voice of oursupplication,andpreserveus from
all enemies.Let thewordso~ our mouthsand
the meditation of our heartsbe acceptablein
Thy sight. And to Thee,0 Lord, we v~iI1 give
thanks forevermore. Amen.

Rise, Brethren. Let us be going.]

Our courselies up the river until we come
to the bend, where it sweepsaway from the
eastward,thenceout upon thedesert.We will
be subject to many trials andprivations—the
want of water, the hot blasts of the simoon,
andthe dangerof attacksfrom the wild rob-
bers of the desert,the fierce sons of Ishmael.

We arenow at thebend of the river. That
country on the other side is Mesopotamia,
where our fatherAbraham sojourned. From
this point until we reach old Tadmor of the
wilderness,our journey will be over the hot
sandsof the desert,under the scorching rays
of theSyrian sun,without wateror aplaceof
shadeor refreshment.But afirm faith in Him
who delivered our fathers from the bondage
of Egypt will enableus to overcomeall diffi-
culties. (Crossruins.)

We are now approachingthe colonnadesof
old Tadmor, rebuilt by King Solomon about
fifteen yearsafter thecompletionof theTem-
ple. The ancientsite of this magnificent city
wasa beautifuJoasis, surroundedby thevast
andarid expanseof sandoverwhich we have
journeyed since leaving the bend of the Eu-
phrates. It was built amid delightful groves

r
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of palm and fig trees, and supplied with an
abundanceof pure water. Tadmor was cele-
bratednot only for the beautyof its situation
and thegrandeurof its architecture,but also
asa sourceof greatrevenueto King Solomon,
by reasonof its vast wealth, accumulatedby
its immense inland commercewith the sur-
roundingcountries It washerethat the richly
laden caravansfrom the eastunloadedtheir
treasuresin exchangefor the commoditiesof
Ihe west. But Tadmor and the noble monu-.
mentsof her former glory sink in thedistant
sandsbehind us, andwe turn our thoughts to
the next place of historical interest on our
route—Riblah,memorableRib]ah—wilh whose
rums areassociatedeventsever to be remem-
beredby Israel and Judab, Eor it was here
that our God visited his final judgment upon
our Prince and rulers. (Pass East second
time.)

We are now at Riblah, and here,amid her
ruins, the reminiscencesof a sadpast, let us
pausefor a seasonto restour weary feet and
reflectupon the former glory, themisfortunes
andfuture destin.yof ourpeople. (Candidates
and Principal Sojournersit upon the floor.)
Looking out upon solitude and desolation,
what dark memoriescrowd into the soul to
stop theaccessto agreeablethought,and how
vividly passin review beloreour sensesthose
scenesof woe, which almost fifty years ago
we beheldenactedevenherewhere wemedi-
tate. Then our faceswere turned away from
the angerof an incensedGod, our backswere
uponthehomesof our fathers,andthe flames

I
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of the consumingglories of Zion lighted up
our departurefor Babylon and captivity in a
strangeland amongstrangers.

Thoughyearshavepassedsincewerewrit-
ten thosedarkestpagesin our country’s his-
tory, yet will memory carry us back to the
days of our childhood and early captivity,
when herein undisputedpower sattheChal-
dean, the avenging agent appointedby our
forgotten God to direct the final outpouring
of his wrath upon our unfortunateKing and
rulers. For this, you will remember,wasthe
headquartersof Nebuchadnezzar,who wasnot
at Jerusalem,buthadremainedat Riblab after
defeatingthe King of Egypt, who, sometime
previous, had advancedwith a largearmy to
relieve Zedekiah. And it was here that our
unfortunate King, after his capture tin the
plainsof Jericho,in attemptingto escapefrom
the city, was brought before the Chaldean
monarch.

Then loweredupon Israel’s rebelliousprince
that long-threatenednight of divine retribu-
tion, which castits sablefolds aroundhim and
forever shut out light and earthly hope, for
theChaldean,after compellinghim to witness
the slaughterof his children and the lords of
his household,put out his eyesand sent him
in chainsto Babylon, where he remainedin
prison until his death. Thus werefulfilled the
propheciesof EzekielandJeremiah,theseem-
ing contradiction of which led our King to
rebel against the Chaldean. And although
seeminglycontradictory in their import, yet
how truly all cameto passas it was written.
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Jerusalemand her Temple were delivered
into the handsof the despoilers,who sacked
and committedthem to the flames. Her King
died in Babylon, yet saw it not, and through
long, dreary yearsas he bowedhis wayward
peoplein humility beforehis greatdispleasure.

But, Brethren, though castdown with sor-
row by the sombre recollectionsof our fall
which the gloom of our presentsurroundings
so distinctly recalls,thereis anotherprophecy
evennow being fulfilled, theend of which is
not yet, which givesus hope in the future, for
you must rememberthat, while the prophet
foretold the destructionof Jerusalemand the
degradationof her people, he also wrote that
the Lord God bath said: “La, the days come
that I will bring again the captivity of my
peopleIsraelandJudah,and I will causethem
to return to the land that I gave to their
fathers,and theyshall possessit. Again I will
build thee,andthou shalt be built, 0 virgin of
Israel! For there shall be a day, that the
watchmen upon mount Ephraim shall cry,
Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the
Lord our God.” (Candidatesare directedto
rise.)

How inscrutableare his ways, how infinite
his mercy to his chosenpeople, for we, his
now repentantservants,arein accordancewith
his promisebeingbroughPfrom captivity, and
under his guidanceare in part fulfilling that
destiny markedout by him even in the days
of his wrath, when we followed after strange
gods andheedednot his threatsand supplica-
tions.

(Between brackets may be omitted.)
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[Then, Brethren,let us againon our knees,
with chastenedand obedient spirit and with
an abiding faith in his power and goodness,
give thanksto the God of our fathers for his
protectionthus far on our journey,and hum-
bly implore that his mercies may continue
with us through the dangersand vicissitudes
which yet await us.

(Prayer)—O Lord, Thou hast been favor-
able unto thechildren of Israel, andart bring-
ing them back from captivity. Thou hastfor-
given them their iniquity, andhasttakenaway
all Thy wrath. Be Thou exalted,0 God,above
the heavensand Thy glory above the earth,
for we havecried unto Thee in our trouble,
and Thoudidst leadus forth by theright way
Let thenations be glad and sing for joy. Let
the heavensand the earth praise Thee, for
Thou art greatandgreatly to be praised.Bless
the Lord, and may all that is within us bless
his holy name. Amen.

Rise, Brethren,and let us resumeour jour-
ney.]

The next place of interest to which we
will come is Damascus,the oldest and most
delightful y situatedcity in the world, cele-
brated for thebeautyof its scenery,its sa~u-
brious climate, its luscious fruits, its bright
and sparkling rivers, and as the seatof gov-
ernment of the old ‘Syrian monarchy. (Cross
ruins ) Here is a bridge over the Pharpar,
one of the beautiful streams of Damascus.
(PassEastthird time andcrossbridge.) From
this point, except a few passesin our own
glorious Lebanon,our journey will be neither
difficult nor dangerous.
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Yonder lies the noblemountain! Its rugged
peaksand deepgorgesarerenderedassoft in
thebluedistanceas theoutlinesof a summers
cloud againstthe westernsky. Hail, glorious
LebanonI Thy lofty head pierces the clouds
and proudly defies the storms! Thy gloomy
forestsonce rang with the soundof the axes
and echoedthemerry songsof theworkmen.
Thy deep gorges resoundedto the crash of
falling cedars, as the levies under the noble
Adoniram preparedthe timbers for the Tem-
ple of the living God. G]orious reminiscences
of 470 yearsof noble deedsby noblemen for
God-like purposes!

(Between brackets may be omitted.)
[Brethren, let us oncemore kneel and look

to theGod of Abraham,theGod of Isaac,and
theGod of Jacob,andrenderto him all honor
and praise that, freed from bondage,we are
permitted oncemore to gazeupon thescenes
of our nativity.

Prayer—0 Lord God of Israel, let us re-
turn thanksunto Thee,andcome before Thee
singing praisesto Thy Holy Name. Let Israel
rejoice in Him, and let the children of Zion
be joyful in their King, for He doth build up
Jerusa]em Praiseye the Lord, 0 Jerusalem,
andpraiseHim, 0 Zion. The Lord shall reign
forever unto all generations,and they shall
praise His worksand declareHis mighty acts.
Amen

Rise, Brethren.]

Let us hasten on our almost completed
journey. It will not be long until we passthe
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clay groundsof theJordan,whereall theholy
vessels were cast for the Temple by that
matchless artist, the widow’s son. We are
now approachingthesummit of ProspectHill,
fron!i which Jerusalemcanbe seenin thedis-
tance.

Ab, there she is, sleeping amongher ever-
l,asting hills! Thereare the old olive groves
and vineyards, and dancing merrily over its
pebbly bedare thebright watersof thebrook
Kedron. But thy walls are broken down, 0
Jerusalem,andscatteredover thehillsides are
the mighty works of David and Solomon. 0
Jerusalem!Jerusalem! If I forget thee may
my right hand forget her cunning. May my
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth if I
prefer not theeabovemy chief joy. Our ene-
mies desiredus to sing of thee, saying, “Sing
us oneof thesongsof Zion,” but we preferred
thatour harpsshould hang idly upon thewil-
lows by the river of Babel, for how could we
sing the Lord’s song in a strangeland9 Now
thou art desolate,thy walls are broken down
and thy pleasantplaces laid waste. (Hood-
winks are removed) But see,Brethren,amid
the ruins in the distance is a new building,
temporaryin structure. It mustbe there that
our chief men are in council concertingplans
for rebuilding thehouseof the Lord Let us
go up and offer our servicesin this nobleand

- glorious work. (Cable tows are removedand
shoesput on. Do not take candidatesout of
ChapterRoom.) Brethren,here is the Taber-
nacle Let us ask permissionto enter. (Give
***
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M. F. V.—Who daresapproachthis First
Veil of our sacred Tabernacle? Assemble,
Companions,the enemy is at hand!

(Master of the First Veil steps outside the First
Veil. The other Masters of the Veiis come quickly
forward Master of the First Veil again demands:)

M. F. V—Who comeshere?
P. S.—Three weary sojourners,whb have

come up from Babylon to help, aid, and assist
in rebuilding the House of theLord, without
the hope of fee or reward.

M. F. V.—By an order of the Council, now
in session,issued in consequenceof disturb-
anceshaving arisen from the introduction of
strangersamong the workmen,noneare per-
mitted to engagein this noble and glorious
work exceptthetrue descendantsof the tribes
of Judah and Benjamin. You will therefore
be careful in tracing your genealogy. Who
areyou?

P. S.—We are of your own brethren and
kin; children of the captivity; true descend-
antsof thosenoblefamilies of Giblemitessent
hither at thebuilding of the first Temple. We
have been regularly initiated, passed, and
raisedto thesublimedegreeof MasterMason;
advanced to the honorary degree of Mark
Master; inductedinto the Orieiital Chair; and
received and acknowledgedMost Excellent
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Masters. We were alsopresentat thedestruc-
tion of the first Temple by Nebuzaradan,by
whom we were carried away captives to the
King of Babylon, where we have remained
subject to him and his successorsuntil the
reign of Cyrus, King of Persia,by whosere-
cent proclamationwe havebeenliberated,and
have now come up to help, aid, and assist in
this noble and glorious work.

M. F. V—By what particular right or ben-
efit do you expect to gain admittance?

P. S.—By the wordsof Him who bath sent
us.

M. F. V.—Who bath sentyou?
P. S—TheGod of~your fathers.
M. F. V.—What is his name?
P. S—I A T I A. I A (1-3) bath sent us

unto you.
M. F. V.—Enter this First Veil of our sacred

Tabernacle.
(Masters of the other Veils return to their sta-

tions. Candidates are conducted by the Piinclpai
Sojourner within the First Veil.)

M F. V.—ThreeMost Excellent Mastersyou
musthavebeen, thus far to havecome to pro-
mote this noble and glorious work, but fur-
ther you cannot go without my passwords,
sign, and words oE explanation. My passwords
are S (6-1), H (5-7), and J (10—1). My sign
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is this (gives sign), and is in imitation of that
sign given by the Lord unto Moses when He
commanded him to cast his rod upon the
ground. My words of explanation are explan-
atory of that sign, and are to be found in the
writings of Moses, as follows:

“And Moses answered and said, But behold,
they will not believe me, nor hearkenunto my
voice: for they will say, The Lord bath not
appeared unto thee. And the Lord said unto
him, What is that in thine hand? And he said,
A rod. And He said, Cast it on the ground.
And he cast it on the ground, and it became
a serpent;andMosesfled from beforeit. And
the Lord said unto Moses, Put forth thine
hand,andtakeit by the tail. And heput forth
his hand, and caughtit, and it becamea rod
in his hand. That they may believe that the
Lord God of their fathers, the God of Abra-
ham, theGod of Isaac,and theGod of Jacob,
bath appearedunto thee.”

Your alarm in future will be sevendistinct
knocks. You have my permissionto pass.

(Advancing io the SecondVeil, the Principal So-
journer gives the aiarm of ~ ***

M S. V—Who daresapproachthis Second
Veil of our sacred Tabernacle? (Steps out-
side.) Who comes here?

P. S—Threewearysojourners,Most Excel-
lent Masters,who havecomeup from Babylon
to help,aid, andassistin rebuilding theHouse
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of the Lord, without the hope of fee or reward.
M. S. V.—By what particular right or bene-

fit do you expect to gain admittance?
P. S.—By thepasswords,sign, and wordsof

explanation of the Master of the First Veil.
M. S. V.—What are his passwords?
P. S.—S (6-1), H (5-7), and J (10-1).
M. S. V.—What is his sign?
P. S.—It is this (gives sign), and is in imi-

tation of that sign given by ~the Lord unto
Moses when He commanded him to cast his
rod upon theground.

M. S. V.—What are his words of explana-
tion?

P. S.—Explanatoryof that sign, and areto
be found in the writings of Moses.

M. S. V.—Enter this Second Veil of our
sacre(l Tabernacle. (Done.) Three Most Excel-
lent Masters you must have been thus far to
havecometo promotethis noble andglorious
work, but further you cannotgo without my
passwords,sign, and words of explanation.
My passwordsare M (2-3), A (7-10), and B
(3—6). My sign is this (givessign), and is in
imitation of that sign given by the Lord unto
Moses when He commandedhim to put his
hand Into his bosom. My words of explana-
tion are explanatory of that sign, and are to
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be found in the writings of Moses, as follows:
“And the Lord said furthermoreunto him,

Put now thine handinto thy bosom. And he
put his hand into his bosom: and when he took
it out, behold, his handwas leprousas snow.
And he said, Put thine hand into thy bosom
again. And he put his hand into his bosom
again, and he plucked it out of his bosom, and,
bchold, it wasturned againashis other flesh.
And it shall come to pass,if they will not be-
lieve thee,neitherhearkento thevoice of the
first sign, that they will believe the voice of
the latter sign.”

You havemy permissionto pass.
(Advancing to the Third Veil. ihe Principal So-

journer makes alarm by giving ~ ‘~ ‘.1

M. T. V.—Who daresapproachthis Third
Veil of our sacred Tabernacle? (Steps out-
side.) Who comes here?

P. S.—Threeweary sojourners,Most Excel-
leiit Masters, who have come up from Babylon
to help, aid, andassistin rebuilding theHouse
of the Lord, without the hope of fee or reward.

lvi. T. V.—By what particular right or ben-
efit do you expect to gain admittance?

P S.—By the passwords, sign, and words of
exklanationof the Master of the SecondVeil.

M. T. V —What arehis passwords?
P. S.—M(2-3), A (7-10), and B (3-6).
M. T. V.—What is his sign?
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P. S.—It is this (givessign), and is in imi-

tation of that sign given by the Lord unto
Moses when He commandedhim to put his
hand into his bosom.

M. T. V.—What are his words of explana-
tion?

P. S.—Explanatoryof that sign, and are to
be found in thewritings of Moses.

M. T. V.—Enter this Third Veil of our
SacredTabernacle. (They enter.) ThreeMost
Excellent Masters you must have been thus
far to have come to promotethis noble and
gloriouswork, but further you cannotgo with-
out my passwoids,sign, andwordsof explana-
tion, and this s (9—5) (gives it to Principal
Sojourner). My passwordsare J (6-10), Z
(5-5), and H (4-3) My sign is this (gives
sign), and is in imitation of that sign given
by theLord unto MoseswhenHe commanded
him to takeof thewaterof the river andpour
it upon the dry land. My words of explana-
tion are explanatoryof that sign, and are to
be found in thewritings of Moses,as follows:

“And it shall come to pass, if they will not
believe also thesetwo signs,neither hearken
unto thy voice, that thou shalt take of the
water of the river, and pour it upon the dry
land; and the water which thou takestout of

WORK 139

the river shall become blood upon the dry
land”

You have my permission to pass.
(Advancing to the Fourth Veil, the Principal So-

journer makes alarm by giving ~ ~ s.)
R. A. C.—Whodares approach this Fourth

Veil of our sacredTabernacle,where incense
burns upon our holy altar both day and
night7 (Stepsoutside.) Who comeshere?

P. 5 —Three wearysojourners,Most Excel-
lent Masters,who havecomeup from Babylon
to help, aid, and assist in rebuilding the
House of the Lord, without the hope of fee
or reward

R. A. C—Bywhat particular right or bene-
fit do you expect to gain admittance?

P. 5 —By thepasswords,sign, andwordsof
explanationof the Master of the Third Veil,
and this s (9—5).

R. A. C.—Whatare his passwords?
P. S.—J(6-10), Z (5-5), andH (4-3)
R. A. C—Whatis his sign?
P. S.—It is this (gives sign), and is in imi-

tation of that sign given by the Lord unto
Moses when He commandedhim to take of
the water of the river and pour it upon the
dry land.

R. A. C.—What are his words of explana-
tion?
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P. S.—Explanatoryof that sign, and are to
be found in thewritings of Moses.

R. A. C.—Presentthes (9-5). (Done.) You
will wait until theCaptainof the Host canbe
informed of your requestand his answerre-
turned.

(Royal Arch Captain returns within the Fourth
Veil. The pot of incense should now be lighted, so
as to be burning upon the altar in front of the Coun-
cil when the candidatesenter I

R. A. C.—CompanionCaptain of the Host,
therearewithout threeweary sojournerswho
have come up from Babylon to help, aid, and
assistin the noble and glorious work of re-
building the House of the Lord, without the
hope of fee or reward. They claim to be Most
Excellent Masters, and as such have made
themselvesknown to the guards, and now
await permissionto appearbeforetheCouncil.

C. of H.—By whatparticular right or bene-
fit do they expect to gain admittance?

R. A. 0.—By thepasswords,sign,andxvords
of explanation of the Master of the Third
Veil, and this s (9-5).

C. of H.—Presentthe s (9-5). (Done.) Ex-
cellent High Priest, there are without three
weary sojourners, who have come up from
Babylon to help, aid, and assist in the noble
and glorious work of rebuilding theHouseof
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the Lord, without the hope of fee or reward.
They claim to be Most Excellent Masters, and
as such have made themselves known to the
guards,and now await permission to appear
before theCouncil.

E. H. P.—Bywhatparticular right or benefit
do they expect to gain admittance?

C. of H.—By thepasswords,sign, andwords
of explanationof the Master of theThird Veil,
andthis s (9—5).

E. H. P.—Presentthe s (9-5). Done.
E. H. P.—(Handings (9-5) to 5). Do you

recognize this s (9—5)?
5.—It appearsto be Z’s S (5-1). (Handss

(9—5) to K).
K.—It must be the 5 a T (4-7). (Returns

it to E. H. P.).
E. H. P.—TheCouncil recognizesthis a Z’s

5 (5-1), the5 o T (4-7). It is my order that
the threesojournersbe admitted.

C. of H. (to R. A. 0)—Admit them.
R. A. C. (to candidates)—Enter.
(The Captain of the Host standing north and the

Royal Arch Captain south of the entrance to the
Fourth Veil, the candidates are conducted before
the Council by the Principal Sojourner, who stands
at their right Scribe stands and recites:)

In the seventh month, in the one and tiven-
tieth day of themonth, camethe word of the
Lord unto me saying: Speaknow to Zerub-
babel,thesonof Shealtiel,governorof Judab,
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and to Jeshua,the son of Josedech,the High
Priest, and to the residueof the people, say-
ing, Who is left amongyou that sawthis house
in her first glory? And how do you see it
now? Is it not in your eyes, in comparison
of it, as nothing? Yet now be strong,0 Zerub-
babel,andbestrong,0 Jeshua,the sonof Jose-
dech, the High Priest, and be strong, all ye
peopleof the land, said theLord, and work,
for I amwith you, saith theLord of Hosts. I
will take thee, 0 Zerubbabel,my servant,the
son of Shealtiel,saith theLord, andwill make
thee as a signet; for I have chosen thee.

C. of H.—Excel]ent High Priest, theseare
the threeweary sojourners to whom permis-
sion hasbeen granted to appearbefore the
Council.

E. H. P.—The Council will hear your rea-
sons for seekingthis audience.

P. S.—Exce]lent High Priest, King, and
Scribe, we are three Most Excellent Masters,
of your own Brethrenandkin, children of the
captivity, and, impelled by our devotionto the
God of our fathers,our love for our brethren,
andour grief at thesadcondition of theHoly
Temple, have come up from Babylon through
manywearydays of journeying,andbesetby
manydangersanddifficulties, for the purpose
of offering our servicesin the noble andglo-
rious work of rebuilding the House of the
Lord, without thehope of feeor reward.

I
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E. H. P.—Having representedyourselvesto
be Most ExcellentMasters,what evidencecan
you produceto satisfy theCouncil that you are
such?

P. S.—We cangive the passwordsandsigns
of thevariousdegreesthroughwhichwe have
passed.

E. H. P.—Givethesigns.
(Candidates give signs from Mark Master to Most

Rxceiient Master, inclusive Council consults
E. H. P. (to K. and S.)—Are you satisfied

that they are Most Excellent Masters?
K. and 5.—We are.
E, H. P.—Brethren, the Council is satisfied

that you are Most Excellent Masters, and ac-
cepts with pleasure your proffered assistance.
What part of the work are you willing to un-
dertake?

P. 5 —Any part, Excellent High Priest, even
the most servile, to promote so nobleandglo-
rious a work.

E. H. P. (to 5)—Where should they com-
mencetheir labors?

5.—It will be necessaryto removemore of
the rubbish from the ruins of King Solomon’s
Temple in order to lay our foundation.

K.—Charge them to observe and preserve
everything of possible importance,which they
may discover.

E H P.—The Council is satisfied of your
ability to perform any part, even the most
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difficult; but asit is necessaryto removesome
more of the rubbish from the easternmost
parts of the ruins, in order to ]ay the founda-
tions of the second Temple, you will com-
mence your labors there, You will be careful
to observe and preserve everything of im-
portance, as we have no doubt that many val-
uable models of excel]ence lie buried there,
which, if brought to light, will prove of
essential service to the Craft. Companion
Captain of the Host, you will furnish the
Brethren with working tools.

(Captain of the Host supplies the candidates
aed with the crow, pickax, and spade

E. H. P.—The Working Tools of a Royal
Arch Mason are the Crow, Pickax, and Spade.
The Crow is used by operative Masons to raise
things of great weight and bulk; the Pickax
to loosen the soil and prepare it for digging,
and the Spade to remove rubbish. But the
Royal Arch Mason is emblematically taught
to make use of them for more noble andglo-
rious purposes. By them he is remindedthat
it is hIs sacredduty to lift from his mind the
heavy weight of passionsand prejudicesthat
encumber his progress toward virtue, loosen-
ing the hold which long habits of sin and folly
have had upon his disposition, and removing
the rubbish of vice and ignorance which pre-
ventshis beholdingthat eternalfoundationof
truth and wisdom on which he is to erectthe
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spiritual, moral, and Masonic temple of his life.

Companion Captain or the Host, you will
conduct the Brethren to the scene of their
labors.

(Captain of the Host directs the candidates to fol-
low him to the sceneof their labors, where he leaves
them in charge of the Principal Sojourner, and re-
turns to his station The candidates, under the di-
rection of the Principal Sojourner, discover the k
(8-3), removeit from its place in a genuine a (6-3),
and return with it to report. Principal Sojourner
gives ~ ~ * at First Veil.)

M. F. V.—Who comeshere?
P. S.—Workmen from theruins with discov-

eries.
M. F. V. (to M. S. V.)—Workmen from the

ruins with discoveries.
M. S. V. (to M. T. V.)—Workmen from the

ruins with discoveries.
M. T. V. (to R. A. C.)—Workmen from the

ruins with discoveries.
R. A. C. (to C. of H.)—Workmen from the

ruins with discoveries.
C. of H.—Excellent High Priest, there are

without workmen from the ruins with dis-
coveries.

E. H. P.—Let them enter.
C. of H. (to R. A. C,)—Let them enter.
R. A. C (to M. T. V.)—Let thementer.
M T. V. (to M. S V.)—Let them enter.
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M. S V. (to M F. V )—Let thementer.
M. F. V. (to candidates)—Enter.
(Candidates pass through the veils and stand be-

fore the Council, one of them bearing l~ (8.3)
Scribe stands and addressesH P. and says.)

Hear, 0 King, what the ProphetZechariab
has to say concerning thy success. (Reads.)

This is the word of the Lord unto Zerub-
babel, saying, not by might nor by power, but
by myspirit. Whoart thou, 0 great mountain?
Before Zerubbabel thou shalt become a plain,
andhe shall bring forth theheadstonethereof
with shouting, crying, grace, grace unto it.
Moreover, the word of the Lord came unto
me, saying, the hands ol Zerubbabelhave laid
the foundation of this house;his handsshall
also finish it; and thou shalt know that the
Lord of Hosts hath sent me unto you. For
who hath despised the day of small things?
For they shall rejoice, and shall see the plum-
met in the hand of Zerubbabel

E. H. P—Brethren, what report have you
to make?

P. S—Excellent High Priest, King and
Scribe, we repaired to the scene of our labors
as directed, and wrought diligently for three
days, without discovering anything of impor-
tance, except passing the ruins of several col-
umns of the different orders of architecture.
On the fourth day we came to what we sup-
posed to be an impenetrable rock. One of my
companions, on striking it with a crow, ob-
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served that it returnedahollow sound,where-
upon we redoubled our efforts, and on remov-
ing more of the rubbish, found it to be the
top of an a (6-3), from the apex of which,
with much difficulty, we succeeded in raising
this stone of curious form, and having en-
graved upon its sides certain mysterious char-
acters, Deeming this an important discovery,
we have brought it up and present it to the
Council for your inspection.

(The Council examines k (8-3) carefully)
E. H P. (to 5)—Do you recognizethat m?
S —It is evidently the m of a Mark Master

Mason. It must be the k (8-3) of an a (6-3).
K.—This should lead to more important dis-

coveries
E H. P—This is indeed an important dis-

covery. The Council is of theopinion that this
is the It (8-3) of an a (6-3), and wroughtby
a Mark Master Mason; and, from thesituation
in which it was found, will undoubtedly lead
to other important discoveries. Are you will-
ing to penetrate this a (6-3) in search of
treasure?

P. S—Although the task will be attended
with difficulty, and perhaps danger, yet we
are willing to make the attempt, to promote
so noble and glorious a work.

E. H. P—Then go, my Brethren,and may
the God of your fathers be with you.
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(Principal Sojourner and candidatesreturn to the
ruins; Widen the aperture, fastena cabletow seven
times aroundthe bodyof the secondcandidate; low-
er him into the v (3-4); he discoverst a (3-5), and is
raisedout of the v (3-4) All relurn, make the same
alarm as before at the First Veil, and same an-
nouncement goesto the High Priest and order re-
turned for their admission as before. They stand
before the Council. The King stands and recites.)

In that day will I raise up the Tabernacle
of David that is fallen, and close up the
breachesthereof;and I will raiseup his ruins,
and I will build it as of old.

E. H. P.—Brethren, what report have you to
make?

P. S.—Excellent High Priest, King and
Scribe, we returned to thesceneof our labors
as before, and, after removing some more of
the stones to widen the aperture, we fastened
a cable tow seventimes aroundthe body of
one of my companions to assist him in de-
scending; and it was agreed that he should
shake the cable to the right as a signal to
ascend. In this manner he descended, and
after some search discovered t s (3-5). The
placenow becomingoffensiveby reasonof the
moist air which had long beenconfinedthere-
in, he gave the signal to ascend. Deeming
theseanimportant discovery,we havebrought
them up andpresentthem to the Council for
your inspection.

(Council examinesthe t s (3-5) with profound in-
terest

N
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E. H. P. (handing one j (10-2) to S. and
one to K.)—Do you recognizethese j (10-2)?

S.—Theyare evidently the j (10-2) of Past
Masters.

K.—They appearto bethej (10-2) of Grand
Masters.

E. H. P.—This is indeed a most important
discovery. The Council is of the opinion that
they are the j (10-2) of Past Masters, and
probably thosew (8-4) by our threeancient
Grand Masters, Solomon, King of Israel;
Hiram, King of Tyre; and Hiram Abif, and
from the place where they were found will
undoubtedly lead to still further and more
important discoveries. Are you willing to pen-
etrate this a (6-3) again in search of further
treasure?

P. S—Excellent High Priest, although the
task will be attendedwith greatdifficulty, and
perhaps great danger, yet we are willing to
make the attempt, even at the peril of our
lives, to promote so noble and glorious a work.

E. H. P.—You will then return to the scene
of your labors, and rest assured that your val-
uable servicesshall not be unrewarded.

(PrincipSl Sojourner and candidates return to
ruins; third candidate is lowered to d v (3-4);
discovers a (4-10); is raised out of the v (3-4), and
all return, bearing the a (4-10), with the samecere-
monies as before, and stand before the Council.)
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E.H.P.—Brethren, what repori have you to
make?

P. S—Excellent High Priest, King, and
Scribe, we returned to the scene of our labors
as before, where one of my companionsde-
scendedas before. The sunhad now reached
the meridian, and shone with such refulgent
splendorinto the innermost recessesof the a
(6-3) that he was enabledto discover upon a

pedestal in the easternmost part thereof this
curiously-wrought box, overlaid with pure
gold, and having upon its top and sides cer-
tam mysteriouscharacters.Availing himself
of this treasure, he gave the signal, and on
ascendinghe found his hand involuntarily
placed in this position (gives penal sign), to
protect his eyes from the intense light and
heat of the sun We have again returned to
the Council, and present this box for your
inspection.

(The a (4-10) is placed upon a pedestal in front of
the High Priest Excellent High Priest, King, and
Scribe rise and examine it with great care.)

E. H. P. (to S. and K.)—Do you recognize
thosecharacters9

S—I do not
K—Neither do I.
E. H. P —The Council is equally asignorant

as yourselves as to the box and the several
mysterious characters on its top and sides.
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Companions King and Scribe, ]et us open it,
and by its contentswe may be able to deter-
mine its true character. Peradventure,it may
contain matters of value to the craft and to
our people. Companion Captain of the Host,
open this box with care and present its con-
tents.

King—Hold, Companion Captain of the
Host! Excellent High Prlest, this may indeed
prove to be the A o t C (10-4). If so, it is not
proper that less consecratedhandsthan those
of the High Priest himself should touch it.

E. H. P.—CompanionKing, your suggestion
is timely.

(The High Priest then opens the box in a rever-
ential manner and takes out a scroll of parchment,
which hehandsto the Scribe The Scribeexamines
and readsfrom the scroll)

In the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth. And the earth was without
form, and void; and darknesswas upon the
face of thedeep. And theSpirli of God moved
upon the face of the waters. And God said,
Let therebe light: and therewas light.

And it came to pass, when Moseshadmade
an end of writing thewords oE this law in a
book, until they were finished, that Moses
commandedthe Levites, which barethe ark
of the covenant of the Lord, saying, take this
book of the ]aw, and put lt in the side of ark
of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it
may be therefor a witness againstthee
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Scribe—Isnot this the B o t L (9—7)?
(Scribe handsscroll in front of Excellent High

Priest to King, who examinesand says:)
King—This appearsto be the B o t L (9-7).
(King hands scroll to High Priest, who says:)
E. H. P.—TheB o t L (9-7)! Long lost, now

found! Holiness to the Lord! (Gives penal
sign with scroll.)

(King and Scribe, each in turn, tal~e the scroll,
give penal sign the sameway, and make the same
exclamation. Scribe retains the scroll, continues to
examineU, and while the High Priest is examining
the contentsof the a (4-10) the Scribe reads:)

And Mosessaid, this is the thing which the
Lord commandeth,fill an omer of the manna,
to be kept for your generations,that theymay
see the bread wherewith I have fed you in
the wilderness,when I broughtyou forth from
the land of Egypt. And Moses said unto
Aaron, take a pot, and put an omer full of
nianna therein, and lay it up before the Lord,
to be kept for your generations. As the Lord
commandedMoses,so Aaron laid it up before
the testimony to be kept.

(During the readingthe High Priest takesout the
p a m (4-9) and handsit to the Scribe,who exam-
ines and says’)

Scribe—Is not this a p o m (4-9)?
(Hands it in front of Excellent High Priest to the

King
King—It appears to be a p o m (4-9).
(Hands it to the High Priest)
E. H. P.—This is the p o m (4-9) which

Moses by divine command laid up in the side
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of the a (4-10) as a memorialof themiracu-
lous mannerin which the children of Israel
were supplied with that article of food forty
years in the wilderness.

(The High Priest then continues his searchm the
a (4-10). and the Scribe reads from the scroll:)

And the Lord said unto Moses,bring A r
(6-2) again before the testimony, to be kept
for a token

r (During the reading the High Priest takes out A(6-2) and hands it to the Scribe, who examines and
says)

Scribe—Is not this A r (6-2)?
(Hands it in front of Excellent High Priest to the

King.)
King—It appearsto be A r (6-2).
(Hands it to the High Priest.)
E. H: P.—This is the r o A (10-8), which

budded, blossomed, and brought forth fruit in
a day, and which Moses by divine command
(aid up in the side of the a (4-10) as a testi-
mony of the appointment of the Levites to the
Priesthood.

(The Scribe continues to examine the scroll, and
reads:)

And God spake unto Moses, and m’aid unto
him, I amtheLord; andI appearedunto Abra-
ham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by the name
of God Almighty; but by my name Jehovah
wasI not hnown to them.

(As the Scribe reads the scroll, a piece of taper
falls out. The Scribe picks it up, examines i , and
says:)
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Scribe—Is not this a key?
(Hands it in front of Excellent High Priest to the

King)
King—It appears to be a key.
(The King hands the paper to the High Priest,

who examinesit and comparesit carefully with the
characters on the a (4-10), and says:)

E H. P.—This must be a key to the mys-
terious characters on the top and sidesof the
box.

(Council consults and compares the key with the
characters

E. H. P.—Brethren, the Council is of the
opinion that this most valuable discovery is
an imitation of the sacredA o t C (10-4), con-
taining copies of the B o t L (9-7), a po m
(4-9), A r (6-2), and a piece of parchment,
having on it, apparently, a key, the applica-
tion of which we have not yet fully deter-
mined. The original a (4-10),built by M (2-3),
A (7-10), and B (3-6), was burned when the
first Templewas destroyed. Of this imitation,
the traditions of Masonry give the only au-
thentic account. As the first a (4-10) was the
symbol of the divine presencewith and pro-
tection of the Jewish peopleand pledgeof the
stability of their nation so long as they obeyed
the commandsof God,so is this copy a symbol
of God’s presencewith us so long as we live
conformably to the preceptscontained in the
Book of the Law
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(The High Priest replaces all the articles within
the a (4-10) eiccept the key The Royal Arch ode
should be sung, all standing:)

Tune: “Jesus,Lover of My Soul.”
Joy, the sacredLaw is found;

Now the Temple stands complete;
Gladly let us gatherround

Where the Pontiff holds his seat,
Now he spreadsthe volume wide,

Opening forth its leavestoday;
And the Monarch by his side

Gazeson thebright display.

Joy, thesecretvault is found!
Full thesunbeamfalls within,

Pointing darkly underground
To the treasureswe would win;

They havebrought it forth to light,
And again it cheersthe earth;

All its leavesare purely bright,
Shining in their newest worth.

This shall be the SacredMark
Which shall guide us to the skies,

Bearing like a Holy Ark
All the heartswho love to rise;

This shall be the corner stone
Which the builders threw away,

But was found the only one
Fitted for the arch’s stay.

(During the singing the High Priest further com-
pares the key with the characters,and tben ad-
dressesthe candidates:)
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LETTERING ON THE ARK

ON THE TOP

Front. Back. Right end. ~

It is theorderof theGrandChapterof Ten-
nesseethat theArk usedin SubordinateChap-
ters conform to the above lettering.
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E. H. P.—By this key we are enabled to
read these mysterious characters. On three
sides are the n o o a G M—S K o I, H K 0 T
a H A (3-1). On the fourth side is the date
when the deposit was made by them, A. L.
3000, A. L. being an abbreviation for Anno
Lucis, meaning in the Year of Light or the
Year of the World. The characters on the
three sidesof the t (3-7) on the top of the a
f t n o D it 5, C a E 1, a w g a o w t ft G R
A W (2-9). On the top is also t 11 M M W
(1-2), t G a S N o D (4-5), which was com-
municated by the Lord unto Moses at the
burning bush and was lost at the death of G
M H A (1-5). This word is composedof four
Hebrew characters,correspondingin our Ian -

guage to (5-3), and three vowels without
which it cannot bepronouncedandwhich are
supplied by the key words on the three sides
of the t (3-7), which is itself an emblem of
the Deity. And now, as a reward for your
valuable labors, we will invest you with these
augustsecretsand appoint you MastersoE the
Veils. (If there are more than three candi-
datesin the class,theHigh Priestwill say“as
you swore in your .obligation that you would
n b p a t e t t d o a g o 1 n t t a o a t s t, the
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Captain of Host will now conduct all except
threeof you to the anteroom.”)

The Council, with the assistanceof the Cap-
tain of the Host,Principal Sojourner andRoyal
Arch Captain,will now instruct you. We will
first communicateto you the G R A W (10-5).

(Groups are formed as described in the opening
High Priest, Captain of the Host, and one candidate
form onegroup, King, Principal Sojourner, and one
candidateform one group, Scribe,Royal Arch Cap-
tain, and one candidate form one group)

E H. P.—As we three did agreein peace,
love, and unity the S W to s; as we three
did agree ih peace, love, and unity the S W
to k, so we three do now agreein peace,love,
andunitytoraRA. B3x3. (GRAW
(10-5) communicatedas in the opening. Do
not lower I a.) Retain sameposition of your
hands and right feet; all kneel on left knee.
We will now communicatet y t I N o D, t 11
N M W (1-2) (Done by syllables, thrice re-
peated,as with the G R A W—10-5 ) Rise.

(Groups rise, balance 3 x 3, give p a, and officers
return to their stations Companionsare seated,and
candidatesstand in front of the East

E. H. P—My Companrons,you swore in
your obligation that you would not give the
G R A W (10-5) or impart the G a S N (6-6)
in any other way, form, or mannerthan that
in which you have just received them, which
is by three times three, under a 1 a (4-4), and
over a t (3-7), and in the latler case,on bend-
ed knee.

158-a

E. H P—Companion Captain of the Host,
you will see that the newly exalted Com-
panions are clothed as Royal Arch Masons

(C of H presents each new Companion with a
R A apron, and, with the assistance of other
officers, sees that aii are properiy clothed, after
which the E H P proceeds

E H P.—Theapron of a Royal Arch Mason
is white, bordered with red.

White symbolizes the purity of your in-
tentions, and red the fervency and zeal that
should actuate you in the performance of
every duty in promoting the noble and glori-
ous work of building the Temple of your life,
and in your labors for all mankind

The emblem of a Royal Arch Mason is the
Triple Tau within a triangle encompassedby
a circle. The equilateral, or perfect triangle,
is emblematical of the Deity—the one living
and true God, Creator of Heaven and Earth,
and symbolizes His unity and the Great
Trinity of His attributes; while the circle
represents the Universe created by Him,
whose center is everywhereand whose cir-
cumference extends to the boundlessrealms
of Eternity

The Triple Tau is a symbol of the True
Word, and is therefore the appropriate em-
blem of thosewho discover in this Degree,the
mystery of the Great and SacredName, and

p learn to revereGod and worship Him
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(The High Priest explainsbriefly the key and its
application to the characters on the sides and top of
the box, calls attention to obligation to destroy key,
also the penal sign and grand hailing sign; states
that there is no grip in Ibis degree, and, if time
permits, the candidates may be seated in front of
the East while he delivers to them the following.)

HISTORICAL SUMMARY

My Companions,having passedthrough the
ceremonies of this degree, you must have
perceived its relative importance. It is calcu-
lated to impress upon our minds a fiiin belief
in the being and existence of God, and it
teachesa due reverence for His great and
Hol~’ Name. It also brings to light some of the
most important secretsof the Craft which had
lain buried in darkness from the death of
Grand Master Hiram Abif to the erectionof
the second Temple, and without which the
Masonic character is not complete The de-
gree of the Royal Arch is founded upon the
destruction of the first and the building of the
second Temple.

It is merely the evolution of a truth con-
tained in the early Third Degree. It is not,
strictly speaking, a “higher degree,” but the
last volume of the series in a sublime story
revealed through symbolism The Master’s
Degreewithout the RoyalArch is a story half
told, a songunsung,anda promiseunfulfilled.

The history of the 418 yearsfrom thecom-
pletion of the first Temple to its destruction
by Nebuchadnezzaris filled with the glories,
the triumphs, the final fall and degradationof
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the Kingdom of Judah,and the dispersionand
loss of the Kingdom of Israel.

To the student of Biblical and ancient his-
tory, it is needlessto recountthetragic events
connectedwith, and the end of, the ten tribes
of Israel, the history of which began with
their revolt under Jeroboam,after the death
of King Solomon. Neither is it necessaryto
dwell upon the history of the two remaining
tribes, JudahandBenjamin,which formedthe
Kingdom of Judah and remained faithful in
their allegianceto Rehoboam,the son of Solo-
mon

In theyear 586 B.C. theTempleof Solomon
wasrazed andburnedto the ground by Neb-
uchadnezzar,King of theChaldeans;thefaith-
less Zedekiah,the last of Judah’s Kings, was
made sightless and cast into a dungeon in
Babylon. The holy vessels,the famousbrazen
pillars and all the treasuresof the King’s
house,of his palaces,andof his Princes,were
carried away. Judah lay waste. The Temple
of Godwasdesolate.The remnantsof thepeo-
ple, except the very poor that escapedthe
sword, were madecaptivesin a foreign land

Forty-eight years after the destruction of
the first Temple,in the first year of his reign,
Cyrus, King of Persia,issued an edict grant-
ing permission to the captives to return to
their own land and to rebuild the Temple of
their God. He appointedZerubbabel,a Prince
of the House of Judah,Governor of the peo-
ple, under whose guidance and direction the
rebuilding of the Temple at Jerusalem was
begun But owing to the poverty of thepeo-
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pie, andthehindranceby their enemies,very
litjJc was accomplisheduntil eighteenyears
later, when Darius the King issued an edict
that the Jewsshould no longer be hinderedor
impeded in the noble and glorious work of
rebuilding the House of the Lord. I-fe also
causedthe sacred treasuresto be sentback to
Jerusalem,and, by royal command,directed
that the expensesof rebuilding the Temple
should bepaid out of the King’s treasury.

In theyear 520 B.C, under the stirring ap-
peals of the prophets, l-{aggai and Zecharsah,
Zerubbabelagainbeganthe rebuilding of the
House of the Lord. It was completed in the
year 516 B.C. Thus in the period from~ the
destruction of the first Temple to the comple-
tion of the secondTemple, we find the ful-
fillment of the seventy years of captivity as
foretold by Jeremiah

The first Grand Council formed at Jerusa-

lem for the purposeof rebuilding the Templeconsisted of Zerubbabel as King, Jeshua, the
son of Josedech,as theHigh Priest, andHag-
gal, the prophet,as Scribe. They held their
meetingsin theTabernacle,which wassimilar
in structureandcolor designto theoneerect-
ed by Moses in the wilderness This Taber-
nacle was erectednear the ruins of the first
Temple, and guardswere stationedat the en-
trance to the Veils to seethat none were per-
mitted to enter but suchas were duly qualified
by being true descendantsof the tribes of Ju-
dah and Benjamin,andby making themselves
known by the words given by God unto Moses
at the 1)111 n ng bush.
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In this degreeyou representedthreeof those
Hebrew chptives,who, rejoicing in their new-
ly found freedom, made their toilsome and
weary march over rough and rugged roads
from Babylon to Jerusalem;and, having prov-
en worthy, you were admitted into the pres-
enceof theGrandCouncil as threeweary so-
journers from Babylonian captivity, who had
comehither to assistin thenoble andglorious
work of rebulding the city and Houseof the
Lord, without the hope of fee or reward,
where you expresseda willingness to under-
take any portion of thework, howeverhumble
it might be. You began you’r labors, during
whidh certain important discoveries were
made, the chief of which was the long-lost
Master’s Word.

(The Excellent High Priest requeststhe class to
rise, if seated,and delivers the following:)

CHARGE
Worthy Companions, by the consent and

assistanceof the membersof this Chapter,you
are now exalted to the sublime and honorable
degree of Royal Arch Mason. The rites and
mysteriesdevelopedin this degreehave been
handed down, through a chosen few, un-
changedby time and uncontrolled by preju-
dice; and we expect and trust they will be
regarded by you with the same veneration
and transmitted with the same scrupulous
purity to your successors.

No one can reflect on the ceremonies of
gaining admittanceinto this place without be-
ing forcibly struck with the important lessons
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which they teach. Here we are necessarilyled
to contemplate,with gratitude and admiration,
the sacredsourcewhenceall earthly comforts
iiiiw. 1-lere we find additional inducementsto
continue steadfastand immovablein the dis-
chargeof our respective duties; and here we
are bound by the most solemn ties to promote
eachothcr’s welfare and correct each other’s
railings, by advice, admonitions, and reproof.
As it Is our earnestdesire, and a duty we owe
to our companionsof this Order, that the ad-
mission of every candidate into this Chapter
shouldbe attendedby the approbationof the
most scutinizing eye, we hope always to pos-
sessthe satisfaction of finding noneamongus
but such as will promote, to the utmost of
their power, thegreatend of our Institution.

By paying due attention to this determina-
tion, we expectyou will never recommendany
candidateto this Chapterwhoseabilities and
knowledge of the precedingdegreesyou can-
not freely vouch for, and who you do not
firmly and confidently believe will fully con-
form to the principles of ourOrder, andfulfill
theobligationsof a Royal Arch Mason.

While such are our members,we may ex-
pect to be united in one object, without luke-
warmness, inattention, or neglect; that zeal,
fidelity, and affection will be the distinguish-
ing characteristics of our society; andthat sat-
isfaction, harmony, and peacemay be enjoyed
at our meetings which no other society can
afford.
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E I-I. P.—CompanionCaptain of the Host,
you will seatour newly-exaltedCompanions
among theother Companions.

REGULAR CLOSING
(Short form for closing stated meeting only, on

page 170.)
E H. P.— Companion Captain of the

Host (Captainof theHost risesandresponds:
“Excellent High Priest”), you will take the
preliminary steps to close this Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons.

C. of H—CompanionRoyal Arch Captain
(Royal Arch Captain rises and responds:
“Companion Captain of the Host”), when a
Chapterof Royal Arch Masonsis aboutto be
closed,what is your duty?

R. A. 0.—To see that the Sentinel is at his
post andthe Tabernacleis securelyguarded.

C. of li—You will perform that duty and
inform the Sentinel that the Excellent High
Priest is aboutto close this Chapterof Royal
Arch Masons,anddirect him to guard accord-
ingly.

(Royal Arch Captain goesto the door, knocks **
‘“‘“‘ , which is answered by the Sentinel in the same
manner Royal Arch Captain opens the door)

R. A C.—CompanionSentinel, the Excel-
lent High Priest is aboutto closethis Chapter

ii
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of Royal Arch Masons, and directs that you
guard accordingly.

Sentinel—HLsorder shall be obeyed.
(I~oyal Arch Captain closes the door and returns

to his station.)
Ii A. C.—CompanionCaptainof the Host,

yaw, orderhasbeenobeyed.
C. of H.—Thankyou; be seated.
C. of H.—ExcellentHigh Priest, your order

hasbeenduly executed.
E. H. P.—CompanionCaptainof the Host,

at the openingof this Chapteryou informed
me that it was composed of nine or more.
When of nine only, who arethey?

C. of H.—The Excellent High Priest,Com-
panions King, Scribe, Captain of the Host,
Principal Sojourner,Royal Arch Captain,and
threeMastersof th~ Veils.

E. H. P.—Whomdo the first threerepresent?
C. of H—J (6-10), Z (5—5), and H (4-3),

who composedthe first Grand Council assem-
bled at Jerusalemafter the destructionof the
first Temple, and held their meetings in the
Tabernacle.

E. H. P.—Whomdo the last threerepresent9
C. of H.—Thosethree of our ancientBreth-

ren who were instrumentalin bringing to light
theprincipal secretsof this degree,after they
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hadlain buried in darknessfrom thedeathof
G M H A (1-8) until the building of thesec-
ond Temple, a period of 470 years,and who
for their valuable services were appointed
Mastersof the Veils.

E. H. P.—How manyveils were there?
C. of H—Four.
E. H. P —To what do they allude?
C. of H—To the four principal tribes of

Israelwhich boretheir bannersin thewilder-
ness—Judah,Ephraim, Reuben, and Dan—
whoseemblemswere thelion, the ox, theman,
and theeagle.

E. H. P.—Wherewere theseveils placed?
C. of H.—In the outer courtsof the Taber-

nacle.
E. H. P.—Forwhat purpose?
C. of H.—To serveas coveringsfor theTab-

ernacleand stationsfor theguards.
E. H. P.—Why wereguardsplacedthere?
C. of H.—To seethat noneenteredbut such

as were duly qualified and had permission,
none being admitted to the presenceof the
Excellent High Priest, King, and Scribe, sit-
ting in council,exceptthe true descendantsof
the tribesof JudahandBenjamin.

E. H. P.—Whatdo thesebannersemblemat-
ically teach?
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C. of H.—That whenengagedin thepursuit
of Truth, thegreatobjectof Masonicstudy,we
should have the courageof the lion, the pa-
tience of the ox, the intelligence of the man,
andthe swiftnessof the eagle.

(Excellent High Priest gives ~ and all officers
rise except the Council. He should ask the stations
and dutiesof all officers, as in opening; but if cir-
cumstancesappear so justify it, he may omit asking
the duties of officers below the Scribe. Rises and
gives *** All rise

E. H. P.—CompanionCaptainof theHost, it
is my order that this Chapterof Royal Arch
Masonsbe closed. This orderyou will com-
municateto theCompanionsfor their govern-
ment.

C. of H.—Companions,it is theorder of the
Excellent High Priest that this Chapter of
Royal Arch Masonsbe closed. Of this order
you will take due notice and govern your-
selvesaccordingly. Look to the East.

E. H. P.—Together,Companions, on the
signs.

(Signs are given, followed by the battery, as in
opening.)

E. H. P.—CompanionCaptain of the Host,
you will bring the Companions to order as
RoyalArch Masonsandassemblethem around
the altar for our devotions.

C. of H—Companions, you will come to
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order as Royal Arch Masons and assemble
aroundthealtar for our devotions.

(Companionsassemble around the altar, as in
opening)

C. of H.—ExcellentHigh Priest, your order
has beenduly executed.

E. H. P—CompanionsKing, Scribe, and
Captainof the Host, you will join me at the
altar for our devotions. (Done.)

E. H. P.—Companions,you will kneel on
your 1 k andform a chainwith 1 a over right.
(Done.) Join me in the Lord’s Prayer.

E. H. P.—(After prayer)—Companions,tak.-
ing your time from me, you will balancet t t.
(Done) Rise.

(All rise, break chain, no sign given
E. H. P.—CompanionCaptainof the Host,

you will form the Companionsin groups of
three, commencingon the left of theCouncil

(The formation of the groups is as follows’ H C in
a g of t clasps h own I w with his r h, and clasps the
r w of the Compamonon his I with his 1 h The t is
formed with the 1 f.)

C. of H.—ExcellentHigh Priest, the groups
are formed.

E. H. P.—As we three did agree in peace,
love, andunity the S W to s, so we t do now
agreein peace,love, and unity the S W ~ok,
until we t, or t s as w, shall with oneaccordr
a R A.
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(Each g then balances, with h clasped as above,
t t, and the groupsseparate,eachC giving the p a

The officers return to their stations All remain
standing)

E. H. P.—CompanionCaptainof the Host,
you will seethat theGreatLights areclosed.

C. of H.—Companion Principal Sojourner,
you will close the GreatLights.

P. S.—(Does so)—Companion Captain of
the Host, the GreatLights are closed.

C. of H—Excellent High Priest, your order
hasbeenduly executed.

E. H P—I now declare Chapter
No. , Royal Arch Masons,erectedto
God and dedicatedto the memory of Z (5-5),
closedin due and ancientform. Companion
Captainof theHost, you will seethat theSen-
tinel is so informed.

C. of H.—CompanionRoyal Arch Captain,
you will inform the Sentinelthat
ChapterNo. , Royal Arch Masons,
is closedin due and ancientform.

(Royal Arch Captain goes to the door, knocks
~ *~ *, whch are answeredby the Sentinel, opens
door, and says.)

R. A. C.—CompanionSentinel,
ChapterNo. , Royal Arch Masons,is
closedin due and ancientform.

Sentinel—Somote it be.
(Royal Arch Captain closes door and returns to

his station.)
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R. A. C.—CompanionCaptainof the Host,
your order hasbeenobeyed.

C. of H.—ExcellentHigh Priest,your order
has been duly executed.

E. H. ~

SHORT FORM CLOSING
May beusedfor closingstatedmeetingonly.

If asufficientnumberis present,andtime per-
mits, the full form shouldalwaysbe used.

E. H. P.—~—CompanionCaptainof theHost
(Captain of the Host rises and responds:
“Excellent High Priest”), at the opening of
this Chapter you informed me that it was
composedof five or more. When of five only,
who arethey?

C. of H—The Excellent High Priest, Com-
panions King, Scribe, Captainotthe Host, and
Sentinel.

E. H. P.—The station of the Scribe?
C. of H—On the left in theCouncil.
E. H. P.—Thestation of theKing?
C. of H.—On the right in the Council.
E. H. P.—The station of the Excellent High

Priest?

C. of H.—In the East, in the centerof the
Council.

&

SHORT ]~ OHM CLOSING

E. H. P.—Hisduty?
C. of H.—To preside over and govern the

ChapterwLth fidelity; read and expound the
law; officiate in the Temple; andoffer up the
incenseof a pure and contrite heart to the
GreatI Am.

E. H. P.~*a$~(Rises)~Companion Captain
of the Host, it is my order that this Chapter of
Royal Arch Masons be closed. This order you
will communicate to the Companions for their
government.

C. of H.—Companions(all give penalsign),
it is theorderof theExcellentHigh Priestthat
this Chapter of Royal Arch Masons be closed.
Of this order you will take due notice and
govern yourselvesaccordingly. Look to the
East.

E. H. P.—Together, Companions, on the
signs.

(Signs and raps are given
E. H. P.—Companions, let us pray. You

will join me in theLord’s prayer.
(Or, “Companion Chaplain, you will lesd our de-

votions.”)
E. B. P.—CompanionCaptain of the Host,

you will close the Great Lights. (Done.)

C. of H—Excellent High Priest, the Great
Lights are closed.
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E. H. P.—I now declare Chapter
No. , Royal Arch Masons,erectedto
God and dedicated to the memory of Z (5-5),
closed in short form CompanionCaptainof
the Host, you will so inform the Sentinel.

(Captain of the Host goes to the door gives ‘~
~‘ ~, which is answeredby the Sentinel in the same
manner. Captain of the Host opensdoor

C. of H.—CompanionSentinel,
ChapterNo. , Royal Arch Masons,is
closed in short form.

Sentinel—Somote it be.
(Captain of the Host closes door and returns to

his station
C. of H—-ExcellentHigh Priest, your order

has been duly executed.

E. H. P.—t

Principal Sojourner’s lecture in the Royal
Arch degree during the circumambulations, to
be usedin conjunctionwith slides.

(The numbers correspondwith the official slide
numbers This is not the adopted ritual, but thc
High Priest can sanction its use in conjunction with
stereopticonviews)

Thanks be to God’ for putting it into the
heartof King Cyrus to issuehis proclamation
wherebywe havebeenliberatedand arenow
permitted to return to our own country, to
engage in the noble and glorious work of re-
ouilding theHouseof theLord.

173

Scene1. But before leaving this beautiful
andsprendidcity of Babylon, let us noticethe
plan of the city as well as some of the public
buildings, palaces, and gardens. Babylon
stands in the midst of an immense plain of
very deepandfertile soil. It is divided by the
river Euphratesflowing diagonally from North
to South. The city is enclosedwith four great
walls of equallength, thus forming a complete
square. In each of these walls are twenty-five
gatesof solid brass,while within the city are
fifty streets,crossingat right anglesand con-
necting with the gates. Within the squares
thus formed are the many public buildings,
palaces,andgardenswhich makethis city one
of thewondersof theworld.

The walls are eighty feet thick, about two
hundred feet high, and ten miles long on ei-
ther side,arebuilt of sun-driedbrick cement-
ed with bitumen which has hardenedlike
stone, thus leadingthis wicked andidolatrous
people to feel secure in their pursuit of lust
and lasciviousnesswithout realizing that they
are unconsciouslyhasteningtheir own ruin
and destruction.

Scene2. Our attention is first attractedto
the celebrated Hanging Gardens, raised by
King Nebuchadnezzarto give his favorite
wife, Amytis, a representation of the moun-
tains of her native Median country. The
beautiful terraces, rising tier upon tier, cov-
ered with trees, ferns, shrubs,andflowers, are
held in place by ornatebalustrades,supported
with magnificent and exquisitely carved col-
umns and chapters, while the landings and
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stairways are surmounted with fountains,
statuary,and sculptures,representingfigures
of winged lions and bulls, somewith human
heads, thus symbolizing strength, swiftness.
and intelligence.

Scene3. We next behold the magnificent
Temple of Belus, which many of our people
suppose to be the ancient Tower of Babel,
where occurred the confusion of tonguesas
God’spenalty for vanitiesand murmurings.

Scene.4. The Palace of the King next
claims our attention, having long been the
residenceof the royal families. Within this
palacewere kept the Holy Vessels,brought
hither when Judeawas made desolate,our
beautiful Temple on Mt. Zion laid in ruins,
our nation despoiled,andour peopleledaway
captiveby this wicked andheathenpower as
a righteous punishment for disobeying the
commands of a kind, merciful, and just God,
xvho promisesforgivenessto all thosewho call
upon Him in truth and sincerity.

Scene 5. From the Palace the Holy Vessels
were borne upon the shouldersof the Priests,
‘midst the sound of trumpets and the joyful
acclamation of our Brethren, following the
righteous proclamation of King Cyrus, an-
nouncingour liberation and permissionto re-
turn to our own country.

Scene6. Within this Palacealso occurred
that memorable feast, when an armless hand
wrote upon thewall thewordsthat, translated
by the good prophet Daniel, announcedthe
downfall of the drunken Beishazzarand the
loss of his kingdom.
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Menel Mene! Tekel! Upharsin.
Mene’ God hath numbered thy kingdom

and finished it.
Tekel! Thou art weighed in the balance

and found wanting.
Upharsin! Thy kingdom is divided and

given to the Medesandthe Persians.
If Daniel could so fearlessly face death by

thus pronouncing the doom of this besotted
Prince and Ruler, how cheerfully shall we
face dangersand difficulties in carrying for-
ward the work of rebuilding the city and
Temple of our God.

Scene7. The rich plain of Shinar,with its
wonderfulgroves,wheregrewtheorange,the
olive, the pomegranate,the apple, pear, fig,
date, and filbert, will furnish much of the
dried fruit to sustain us on our long andweary
journey.

The trees and bushes in this wonderful
grove are filled with birds of beautiful and
lustrousplumage,while their sweet notestell
us of the presenceof the lark, the thrush,and
the linnet, and, as theshadesof eveninggath-
er, we listen to the entrancing melodies of the
nightingaleor bulbul.

Scene8. Pause,my Brethren,andfrom this
slight elevation let us take what may be our
last view of the city and country which for
almost fifty long yearshasbeenthehome of
our afflicted people. Here they were brought
by Nebuchadnezzarafter he had despoiled
Judeaand laid waste our belovedJerusalem.
Here they toiled and many endedtheir days,
never losing faith in an ultimate release. Here
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werebrought the captivesand spoils of many
successfulwars, and here stands the largest
and most splendid city of the now known
world.

Scene9. But the splendorof Babylon is
thesplendorof barbarism. Theresultof bru-
tal rapine and savageconquest;filling theair
with the ribald shouts of the victorious sol-
diery; crushing beneaththe foot of the con-
quererthe neck of the helplessfoe; reducing
to slavery and servitude those who far ex-
celled them in intellectual attainments and
spiritual discernment;the rearingof magnifi-
centtemples,palaces,andgardenswith treas-
ure ruthlessly wrestedfrom helplessenemies,
even to the desecrationof the Holy Vessels
takenfrom theTempleof the Most High God!

But Babylon has been kind to us, giving to
an exiled race the privileges of a livelihood,
of worshiping the true God, and of rearing
our children in His fear and admonition.
Hence, as we gaze for the last time upon her
stately structures,our tears coursefreely for
love of those who befriended us, yet would
not heed God’s warning voice; for hath not
thegreatandmighty Isaiahspokenmost truly
when he said: “Babylon, the glory of king-
doms, the beauty of the Chaldees’ excellency,
shall be as when God overthrew Sodom and
Gomorrah.

Scene10. “It shall neverbe inhabited,nei-
ther shall it be dwelt in from generationto
generation; neither shall the Arabian pitch
tent there; neither shall the shepherdsmake
their fold there But wild beasts of the des-
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ert shall lie there, and their housesshall be
full of doleful creatures;and owls shall dwell
there; andsatyrs&hall dancethere. And the
wild beastsof the island shall cry in their
desolate houses, and dragons in their pleasant
palaces: And her time is near to come, and
her days shall not be prolonged~~ Oh! Baby-
lon, Babylon. Farewell’ Farewell!

Scene11. We havethechoiceof two routes
to Jerusalem. Oneleading almost direct, but
through the deserts of Arabia. The other is
up the river Euphrates,thence westward to
Tadmor in the wilderness, thence by Damas-
cus and then southwardly along the Jordan
valley to our beloved Judea. Therearedan-
gersandhardshipsin each,but, all thingscon-
sidered, I think the river route more desir-
able. Let us pursue it.

Scene 12. The recent inundation of the val-
ley has brought down trees, limbs, and other
obstructions and deposited them directly
across our pathway. There seems to be no
choice but to go over some and under those
which have lodged. It is a dangerous pass,
but stop’ Have we forgotten that our trust is
in the Great I Am? Let us again invoke his
aid andprotection.

(Prayer. Seepage 125.)

1. * i~ * * *

(Continuing) How it lifts the burden!
How the burdens flee as it were, when we in
truth and sincerity call upon God! Yet He
hasgiven us sinews and a mind and a will
which we are to exercise under His guidance.
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Be Now Thank
God we our journey.

Scene13. We are now journeying up the
left bank of theEuphrates. How beautiful is
the sceneryalong this famous river, skirted
with reedsand the beautiful grey osier wil-
lows bathing their drooping branches in its
softly flowing waters!

Scene 14. May this not be the spot to which
the Psalmist referred when he said: “By the
rivers of Babylon, therewe satdown,yea,we
wept, when we rememberedZion. We hanged
ourharpsupon thewillows in themidst there-
of For there they that carriedus away cap-
tive requiredof us a song,andthey that wast-
ed us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one
of the songs of Zion. How shall we sing the
Lord’s song in a strangeland? If I forget
thee, 0 Jerusalem, let my right hand forget
her cunning. If I do not rememberthee, let
my tonguecleaveto the roof of my mouth, if
I prefer not Jerusalemabovemy chief joy.”

Scene15. On theoppositesideandbetween
therivers (EuphratesandTigris) is thecoun-
try known as Chaldea. Its inhabitants are a
peaceful people, engaged in tending their
flocks and in the culture of the grape. In the
lower part of this country, known as Ur of
the Chaldees, our father Abraham was born,
but by the command of God left home, friends,
and kindred to become the founder of our
greatnation.

Scene16. We arenow leaving theriver and
enteringtheSyrian Desert,which bordersthe
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one we have just avoided No water any-
where! How fortunate we were to have cho-
sen the river route instead of the long hot
journey acrossthegreatArabian Desertl

Scene17. Oh, see the beautiful foliage in
the distance! Also the lofty palm trees! It
is Tadmor in the Wilderness and is a most
delightful spot. Does it not remind us of
Babylon?

Scene18. All this country was conquered
by King David, but Tadmorwasbuilt by King
Solomon,who held court here ‘mid scenes of
great splendorand magnificence.

Scene19. Here luxury andeaseencouraged
vice, sensuality, and lust, and the blighting
curse of God’s displeasure will one day fall
upon it; and Tadmor will become a heap of
ruins, desolateandforsakenby Him whom its
people forsake. The Lord is true to thosewho
serve Him, but those who forsake Him must
miserably perish

Scene 20 What is that I see in the dis-
tance? Two caravans engaged in combat!
Let us go around and avoid them.

1• * * * * *

That wasa narrow escapeand hasbrought
us into an abandoned path. The old bridge
over this ravine appears to be unsafe. Stop,
let us examineit. It is almost gone, but with
care we may cross it. Before making the at-
tempt, let us again call upon theeGod of our
Fathers.

(Prayer. See page iSO
* * * * * *
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ThankGod,we journey
A~gainwe areon our way, but ‘we will soon

reach Damascus, a famous resting place for
travelers.

Scene 21. Yonder is Riblah, the headquar-
ters of Nebuchadnezzar during the siege of
Jerusalem.

Scene22. When the city was taken about
midnight, King Zedekiah,with his wives, sons,
chief captains, and friends, escapedthrough
the fortified ditch.

Scene23. But wereovertakennear Jericho,
where many of his friendswere slain or for-
sook him, and King Zedekiah was captured
andtakenbefore King Nebuchadnezzar.

Scene24. Who rebukedhim as a covenant
breaker,andcausedhis sonsandfriendsto be
slain in his presence;

Scene 25. After which the treacherous
king’s eyes were put out.

Scene 26. And he was carried in chains to
Babylon. Thus wasbroughtto passthewords
of the good prophet Ezekiel that Zedekiah
should go to Babylon, nevertheless, he should
not seethat city. What a striking lessonis the
history of this physically strong, yet morally
weak, king! Although the body may be per-
fect, the mind have capa~ity to think and act
and the intelligence to comprehend, yet is
man imperfect unless body, mind, and intel-
lect are cared for, gutded,anddirectedby that
unseen, yet all forceful, power, the human
soul, the ever-presentmanifestation of the
presence of our God
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Scene 27. At Ribl~h, too, Seriah the High
Priest and other priests and rulers of the Tem-
ple were beheaded by order of Nebuchadnez-
zar.

Scene 28 We are now approaching the
beautiful city of Damascus, founded by Uz,
the grandson of Shem. It is situated in the
midst of delightful date palms, gardens of
vineyards,while theluxuriance of the smaller
vegetation makes this city and surroundings
the mostbeautiful placein theworld

Scene29. Seethetowersandminaretsglis-
tening in the sunlight, as we get a nearer view
of the city.

Scene30. Wehave now entered the city by
the old east gate and have before us a street
scene,or thegreatVia Recta,the streetcalled
Straight, flanked on either side with luxuriant
bazaars,in which are displayed a variety of
wares from all the markets of the world.

Scene31. Here alsoaremanufacturedsilk-
en and woolen fabrics of wondrous beauty and
design, rivaling if not excelling those of any
other city in theworld, while in other shops
and bazaars are displayed a variety of Damas-
cus wares, either for use or personal adorn-
ment.

Scene 32. We have now left the city and
are journeying to the south. To the right we
behold the mountains of Lebanon, where our
fathersfelled andpreparedthe timbers for the
first Temple.

Scene 33. At last we journey direct toward
Jerusalem. We are now journeying south-
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ward along the Jordan’ valley. To the right
we behold a vineyard where is grown the
grape, while on yonder hill is a wine press
where is made the celebrated wine of Engedi.

Scene34. Now we approachthe ford lead-
ing over Jordan. Before

a * *

(Prayer. See page LS1.)
* •i * I.’ * *

(Continuing:) Thank God, we are safely
over, and near our belovedJerusalem.

Scene 35. Weare now in desert wilderness
of Judea. Before us is a deep gorge through
which flows the brook Cherith. Somewhere
in this lonely ravine the good prophetElijah
found refugewhenpursuedby thewicked and
idolatrous Jezebeland Ahab, and it was here
in this lonely valley thathe wasmiraculously
fed by the ravens.

Scene 36. To the right we behold the ruins
of Jericho of old, which fell before Joshua’s
conquering hosts. Perhapsfrom yonderele-
vation we may obtain a view of the object of
our long journey.

Scene 37. Oh, Joy Unspeakable! Weare on
the summit of Mt. Olivet Beforeus is thehill
of Zion; the jewel of the mountains; the city
of our God! Jerusalem! the dwelling place of
Jehovah. But as we gaze upon her in ruins,
do we not in our minds seeher as on that ter-
rible day of sackand desolation;the city de-
vouredby a consumingfire, her walls broken
and useless;the Temple in ruins, and her
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proud, yet rebellious people banished and dis-
persed to her captors?

Scene 38. Aye! We see again the warlike
hosts of Nebuchadnezzar, commanded by Neb-
uzaradan in his terrible chariot, pressing for-
ward with spear and sabre, trampling ruth-
lessly underfoot the fallen and helplessvic-
tims;

Scene39. Sparingneither young man nor
maiden, old man or him that stooped for age.
All, all are consumed in that terrible vortex
of war and conquest.

Scene40. But look! Behold the followers
of the good prophetEzra. They are upon the
ruined walls. Listen! We hear the claron
notesof thebugleca]ling thepeopleto return.

Scene41. Seethem! They are engag~din
the work of the restoraton;and this is Jeru-
salem. How our heartsswellwith pride as we
beholdher and ourBrethren. How theblood
quickens in our veins and our souls yearn to
‘oin them in this nobleandglorious work.

Scene42. For Jerusalemshall be rebuilded;
her walls set up, the Templerestoredand the
glorious Shekinahappearas in thedaysof old.

Oh. my Brethren,may it not be that we are
chosenfor a greatwork. May it not be that
we arethoseof whom the good prophetIsaiah
wrote concerning Jerusalemwhen he said~
“Arise, shine~ for thy light is come,and the
glory of the Lord is risen upon thee. For,
behold,thedarknessshall covertheearth,and
grossdarknessthepeople, but the Lord shall
arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen
upon thee.
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Scene43 “Lift up thine eyesround about,
and see: all they gather themselvestogether,
they come to thee: thy sons shall come from
far, andthy daughtersshall be nursedat thy
side The sonsalso of them thatafflicted thee
shall comebendingunto thee,andall they that
despisedthee shall bow themselvesdown at
the solesof thy feet, and they shall call thee,
The City of the Lord, The Zion of the Holy
Oneof Israel “

Oh, my Brethren, let us hastenforward to
engagein the nobleand glorious work of re-
building the Houseof theLord; and while we
are rebuilding the House of the Lord let us
also rememberthatwe shoulderecta spiritual
temple in our own hearts and the hearts of
our fellow men,a temple conceivedin Faith,
born of Hope, and dedicated to Charity; a
temple, the foundation of which is Love, our
God theFatherto all andeveryman a brother
to his fellow man

Scene44. We ar~ now crossingthe valicy
of Jehosophat,through which King David,
barefoot and weeping, fled before the rebel-
lious Absalom Many of our people believe
that here in this valley will be celebratedthe
ceremony of the Last Judgment.

* i 4 * * *

•1~ .4 ~i * *

At last our feet tread the streets of our
belovedJerusalem. We havenow enteredthe
city by the old eastgate. Long, tedious,and
weary hasbeenour journey; rough, rugged,
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and dangerousour pathway; but, sustained
and favored by the Great I Am, we haveat
last reached our journey’s end. I see a
T just before us. Look! Let
us

(For this lecture and the sub3ectsof the stereop-
ticon views, we are indehted to Past Grand High
PriestsGeorge Chandlerand CharlesA Snodgrass.)
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GRAND CHAPTER, ROYAL ARCH
MASONS OF TENNESSEE

This leaflet is to be usedwith all editionsof
theRitual printed berore 1953, and gives the
correct wording which should be usedwhen
presentingall discoveriesat one time. This
procedure has been adopted by the Grand
Chapter, and is strongly recommendedas it
eliminates lost motion, saves time, thereby
holding the interesto! theCompanionsin at-
tendance.

After instruction in the useof the working
tools, thecandidatesareconductedto thescene
of their laborsby the C. o! H., whereheleaves
them in chargeof theP S., and returnsto his
station Under thedirection of the P.S.,they
discoverthe KS (8-3) and removeit from its
place in a genuineor symbolizedarch. After
widening the aperturethey discover and re-
move the threeSs. (3-5), which may bedone
in themannerprescribedin the ritual or sym-
bolically with proper explanationby the P.S.
The A (4-10) 15 then discoveredandremoved
in thesamemanner. All discoveriesaretaken
to the Eastat the sametime, where they are
presentedsingly to the Council, using the text
appearingon the following pagesof this leaf-
let (pp. 148, 149, 150) insteadof that in old
editions of the ritual on approximately the
samepages.



w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w. stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
-w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl

K.—This should leadto more important dis-
coveries.

E. H. P—This is indeedan important dis-
covery. The Council is of theopinion that this
is thek (8-3) of an a (6-3), and wroughtby
a Mark MasterMason;and, from thesituation
in which it was found undoubtedly led to
other important discoveries. Did you pene-
tratethis a (6-3) in searchof treasure7

P S —Although the task was attendedwith
difficulty, and danger, yet we did so, to pro-
mote so nobleandglorious a work.

E. H P —Did you makeany further discov-
eries?

P. S.—Excellent High Priest, King and
Scribe,we did. After removingsomemore of
the stonesto widen theaperture,we fastened
a cable tow seventimes around the body of
one of my companionsto assist him in de-
scending; and it was agreed that he should
shake the cable to the right as a signal to
ascend. En this manner he descended,and
after some searchdiscoveredt s (3-5). The
placenow becomingoffensiveby reasonof the
moist air which had long beenconfinedthere-
in, he gave the signal to ascend. Deeming
thesean importantdiscovery,we havebrought

them up and presentthem to theCouncil for
your inspection.

(Council examinesthe t s (3-5) with profound in-
terest

E. H. P. (handingone j (10-2) to S. and
one to K.)—Do you recognizethesej (10-2)?

S.—Theyare evidently the j (10-2) of Past
Masters.

K.—They appearto bethe j (10-2) of Grand
Masters.

E. H. P.—This is indeed a most important
discovery. The Council is of the opinion that
they are the j (10—2) of Past Masters, and
probably those w (8-4) by our fliree ancient
Grand Masters, Solomon, King of Israel;
Hiram, King of Tyre; and Hiram Abif, and
from the place where they were found
undoubtedly led to still further and more
important discoveries. Did you penetratethis
a (6-3) again in searchof further treasure?

P. S—Excellent High Priest, although the
task was attendedwith great difficulty, and
great danger, yet we did make the attempt,
even at the peril of our lives, to promoteso
noble and glorious a work.

E. H. P.—Restassuredthat your valuable
serv[ces shall not be unrewarded. Did you
make any further discoveries?
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P. S.—Excellent High Priest, King, and
Scribe, one of my companions descended
as before. The sun had now reached the
meridian, and shone with such refulgent
splendorinto the innermost recessesof the a
(6-3) that he was enabledto discover upon a
pedestal in the easternmostpart thereof this
curiously-wrought box, overlaid with pure
gold, and having upon its top and sides cer-
tain mysterious characters.Availing himself
of this treasure,he gave the signal, and on
ascendinghe found his hand involuntarily
placed in this position (givespenal sign), to
protect his eyes (rom the intense light and
heatof thesun. We presentthis box for your
inspect ton.

(The a (4-10) is piaced upon a pedestal in front of
the High Psiest Excelient High Priest, King, and
Scribe rise and examsne it with great care.)

E. H. P. (to S. and K.)—Do you recognize
those characters?

5.—I do not.
K.—Neither do I.
S. H. P.—TheCouncil is equaljy as ignorant

as yourselvesas to the box and the several
mysterious characterson its top and sides.
Companions King and Scribe, let us open it,
and by its contentswe may be ableto deter-
mine its true character.Peradventure,it may

b .




