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THE FELLOW CRAFT DEGREE

SYMBOLISM OFTHE DEGREE

Thedegreeis a challengeto newlearning,to build on thefundamentalsoftheprevious
degree,andoffurther researchandinstruction.As aFellowCraft,you havesymbolically
passedfromYouth to Manhood,butasyet lackthewisdom thatcanonly comefrom
experienceandcontinuedlearning.You symbolizemanin theprimeoflife, readyto
acceptnotonly theresponsibilityofyourown life, butfor your familyandsociety.

Thethemesemphasizedin thisdegreeareeducationandachievement.Themoreaman
learnsthroughthepursuitofknowledge,themorehe is capableofachieving.

EVOLUTION FROM OPERATiVE TO SPECULATIVE

We areunableto accuratelypinpointthetimewhenwewent from OperativeMasonsto
SpeculativeMasons.Thechangewasgradual,and,probably,stretchedoveraperiodof
morethan50 years.It beganearlyin the1600’s,andmayhavebegunwith the
acceptanceofpatronsinto theOperativeLodges.Thosewhowereadmittedby consent
oftheOperativeMasonsbecame“AcceptedMasons.”Membershipwassoughtafter
becauseofthespiritual, social,andculturaladvantagesavailable,andthis is whenour
Craftgrewrapidlyin numbers.

ThedeclineofGothicarchitectureandthereduceddemandsfor greatbuilding projects
hadgreatlyloweredthenumberofskilled OperativeCraftsmanneededto carryon the
constructionduringthis time. If we hadnotbecomeSpeculativeMasons,ourCraftwas
facedwith extinction.Many oftheinstitutionsofthatdaydid passinto oblivion; but,by
becomingSpeculative,theCrafthasgrown to apointneverenvisionedby its founders.
Much ofthisgrowthcanbe attributedto theformationoftheGrandLodgeofEngland,
at themeetingofthefourold LodgesofEngland,who heldameetingin theGooseand
GridironTavernin 1717,atwhich amanby thenameofAnthonySayerwaselected
GrandMaster.Fromthere,Masonryspreadovermuchoftheworld.

THE BASIC TEACHINGS OFTHE SECOND DEGREE

As mentioned,theFellow Craftdegreesymbolizestheyearsof manhoodand
responsibilityduringa Freemason’slife on earth.Duringtheseyears,heobtains
knowledgeandappliesthisknowledgeto thebuildingof hischaracter,andimproving
thesocietyin whichhe lives.
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ThefatherofourMasonicRituals,William Preston,perceivedMasonryto beusedto
educatemanin theliberal artsandsciences.In theRitualoftheDegree,aFellowCraft is
urgedto advancehiseducationin thesefieldsandunderstandthesymbolicimportance
oftheseliberal artsandsciences.

THE PREPARATION

Thechangesin dressfrom anEnteredApprenticeto aFellowCraft havebeenexplained
by theceremony.Gainingadmissionis similar to theFirstDegree,with theadditionofa
password,which is givenfor him by his conductor.As in thepreceedingdegree,
knowledgeis freelygiven.

THE RECEPTION

You werereceivedinto theLodgeon theangleofasquare.Thesquareis symbolically

usedasameasureofyour futureactionsnotonlywith Freemasonsbutwith all mankind.

THE CABLE-TOW

The Cable-Towsymbolizesthelengthofyourobligation.

THE OBLIGATION

TheObligationis theheartofeveryDegree,andits solemnitymustbe impressedupon
everycandidate.Thepenaltieshavethesamesignificanceasthoseinvokedin theFirst
Degreeandaresymbolic ratherthanphysical,asalreadyexplained.

THE WORKING TOOLS

TheSquareis thesymbolofmoralityandvirtue.Thedirectionofthetwo sidesofthe
Squareform anangleof 90 degrees,or a rightangle,so-called,becausethis is theangle
whichstonesmusthaveif theyareto beusedto build astableanduprightwall.

Whenwe partupontheSquare,we go in differentdirections,but in full knowledgethat
ourcoursesin life shouldbe accordingto theangleoftheSquare(which meansin the
right direction)until we meetagain.

The Level is asymbolofequality. Eachpersonis endowedwith aworth anddignityand
shouldnotbesubjectto man-madedistinctions.

Theequalitypracticedin Freemasonryrecognizesthatonemanmayhavegreater
potentialin life, service,or reward,thananother;but, eachcanaspireto anyheights,no
matterhowgreat.Thus,theLevel dignifieslaborandthemanwho performsit. It also
acknowledgesthat all menareequalwithout regardto station.

ThePlumbis asymbol ofuprightnessofconduct.In Freemasonry,it is associatedwith
theplumb linewhich theLord promisedAmosHe would setin themidstofhis people,
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Israel,symbolizingGod’s standardofdivine righteousness.Theplumbline in themidst
ofapeopleshouldmeanthat theywill be judgedby a highersenseof rightandwrong,
andnot by thestandardsofothers.Whentheplumbline is thoughtofin thisway, it
becomesa symbolofanupright life andof theconscienceby which eachpersonmust
live.

THEJEWELS

Theattentiveear, theinstructivetongue,andthefaithful breastremindtheFreemason
thatthetime-honoredmethodofinstructionis bywordofmouth.TheseJewelsshould
signify thenecessityto learnto utilizegoodMasonicinstructionanddevelopadevotion
to theteachingsofourCraft.

THE WAGES

Corn,Wine,andOil aresymbolicwageswhichareearnedby theFellowCraftwho
completeshiswork. Corn representsnourishment,Wine is refreshment,andOil
representsjoy. Takentogether,Corn,Wine, andOil representtherewardsof living a
goodlife.

THE PILLARS

Therearetwo pillars placedin theporchof King Solomon’sTemple,whichare
symbolicallyrepresentedwithin everyLodge.As foundin theFirstBookofKings 7:21,
thesepillars bearthenamesBoazandJachinandaresymbolsofstrengthand
establishment--andby implication,powerandcontrol.Onemustrememberthatpower
withoutcontrolis anarchy,andthatcontrolwithoutpoweris futility. Manmusthave
both if his life is to besuccessful.

THE GLOBES ON THE COLUMNS

Thesearethecelestialglobeandterrestrialglobeandaresymbolsofuniversality.

THE WINDING STAIRS

This representsthe progressofaninquiringmind,toiling andlaboringtoward
intellectualcultivationandstudy.This is theacquirementofknowledge.TheWinding
Stairs,bytheir veryshape,arealsosymbolsofcourageandfaith.

Thesymbolismof numbersis first presentedto thenewMasonin theWindingStairs
lecture.

1 . Thefirst threestepsrepresentthethreeprincipalofficers oftheLodge.
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2.Thesecondgroupoffive stepsteachestheuseoforderin architecture,andthatthis
ordermustbeappliedto ourown spititualtemple.

3.Thefinal sevenstepssymbolizethecrowninggloryofman--thedevelopmentofboth
mindandspirit, andtheacquisitionofthecourageandfaithwhichcauseseachperson
who possessesthesevirtuesto climb to thesummitandattaintherewardsthatawait
thosewho labor.ThesearethesymbolicwagesofaworthyFellowCraft,andare
representedby thesevenliberal artsandsciences.

ADMISSION TO THE MIDDLE CHAMBER

Thepassagefrom theouterporchto theMiddle Chamberrepresentsman’sjourneyfrom
ignoranceto enlightenment.His wagesasa Fellow Craft arereceivedin theMiddle
Chamber.

Thecandidatemustalsofind thedoorsto knowledge--theouterandinnerentrances.To
enteroneofthese,heneedsapassword.To go throughtheother,hemusthaveaword.
Help is givenhim in eachinstance,butsuchassistanceis limited.Thissignifiesthatman
mustacquireknowledgechieflythroughhis own effort, thoughhe is oftendependent
uponothersfor somehelp.

THE MIDDLE CHAMBER

In modernFreemasonry,theMiddle Chamberis thesymbolicplaceofreward.Thiswas
thoughtofastheplacewheretheFellowCraftmet to receivewagesfor theirlaborson the
TempleofSolomon.

Theyassembledon theeveningofthesixth dayoftheweek,andthosewho wereentitled
to thewagesofaFellowCraftwereinvestedwith certainmysterioussigns,tokens,anda
word,whichenabledthemto passtheouterandinner guardsandto entertheMiddle
Chamber.If theydid nothavetheproperidentification, theydidnotgetinto theMiddle
Chamberto receivewages.

KING SOLOMON’S TEMPLE

Freemasonrydidnotoriginatein thisTempleofJerusalem,butourritualsareenriched
by referenceto thismagnificentstructure.For a full descriptionoftheTemple,you
shouldreadtheBiblical accountsfoundin theFirstBookofKings,Chapters5 through
7, andtherecordofanotherwriter foundin theSecondBookofChronicles,in chapters
2 through4.
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THE LETTER G

TheletterG is asymbolof Geometry,aswell asahigherandholier significance.Manis
remindedthatGodis in all natureandin everyman.Our life andall its blessingscome
from Him in anorderlyfashion.Thesearedisruptedonly by thevilenessofmanwhenhe
doessomethingcontraryto theDivine Will.

TheletterG is placedin thecenteroftheMasonicemblemswornby manyherein the
U.S.,butnot by Masonsin Englandor otherNations.

THE EMBLEMS OF A FELLOW CRAFT

TheseincludethePlumb,Square,andLevel; Corn,Wine,andOil; thePillars in the
Porch;theWindingStairs;theLiberalArts andSciences;andtheLetterG.TheFellow
Craft shouldbecomevery familiar with them, for theyepitomizethelessonsof this
Degree.

THE RIGHTS OFA FELLOW CRAFT

You havethe right to attendaLodgewhenopenedin theFellow CraftDegree.You may
visit anotherLodgeopenedin theFellow CraftDegree.You havetheright to be
instructedandexamined.If you arefound proficientandworthy, youhavetheright for
advancement.

THE RESPONSIBILITIES OFA FELLOW CRAFT

Theresponsibilitiesareto be found in theObligationandCharge.You shouldreview

theseandtheObligationandChargeof theEnteredApprenticeDegree.

Finally, youareencouragedto acquireknowledgeandapplythatknowledgeto your
dutiesin life andin yourdealingswith mankind.
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QUESTIONS FOR THE FELLOW CRAFT MASON

1. What are we trying to emphasizein the Fellow Craft Degree?

a. Symbolically entering another world
b. Symbolically teaching charity
c. Symbolically passed from youth to age
d. Symbolically passed from youth to manhood

2. The Fellow Craft Degreesymbolizesman in what period of his life?

a. Youth
b. Manhood
c. Age
d. Transitional

3. Approximately when did we start to become Speculative rather thanOperativeMasons?

a. 1400’s
b. 1500’s
c. 1600’s
d. 1700’s

4. Whenandwherewasthefirst GrandLodgeformed?

a. 1682,Scotland
b. 1717,GooseandGridironTavern,England

1595,Ale andBearTavern,England
d. 1795,Dublin, Ireland

5. ‘What doestheLevel symbolize?

a. Honesty
b. Morality
c. Equality
d. Solemnity

6. Whatdoesthe Plumbsymbolize?

a. Uprightnessof conduct
b .Uprightnessof admission
c. Uprightnessofcharacter
d. Uprightnessof truthfulness
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7. WhataretheJewelsoftheFellow CraftDegree?

a. The Truthful tongue,theattentiveearandthehonestbreast
b. The Youthful ear,theknowledgabletongue,andthesymbolicbreast
c. The Honestear, themoral tongue,andtheyouthful breast
d. TheAttentiveear, theinstructivetongue,andthefaithful breast

8. WhatdoesCorn,WineandOil represent?

a. Symbolicfood
b. Symbolicwages
c. Symbolicknowledge
d. Symboliccharity

9. Whatarethenamesof thetwo pillarsat theentranceto King Solomon’sTemple?

a. DanielandElijah
b. AaronandMoses
c. AbrahamandJoseph
d. Boar andJachin

10.Whatdo theWindingStairsasa whole represent?

a. Unity, faithfulnessandelation
b. Inquiring mind, toiling andlaboring
c. Journey of life
d. Uprightness of conducting one’s actions

11. What do the first three steps represent?

a. Entranceto King Solomon’sTemple
b. Master’sstationin theeast
c. Threegreatlights
d. The threeprincipalofficers of theLodge

12.Whatdo the nextfive stepsrepresent?

a. Fiveordersof architecture
b. Fiveworkingtools ofa FellowCraft
c. Five principal officers of theLodge
d. Five lesserlights

13.Whatdo the final sevenstepsrepresent?

a. Thesevenliberal artsandsciences
b. The sevendegreesin Freemasonry
c. Thesevenpenalitiesof yourobligations
d. Thesevenyearsin masonicdevelopment
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14. Whatarewe trying to teachon thejourneyto theMiddle Chamber?

a. Journeyto King Solomon’sTemple
b. Ignoranceto enlightenment
c. Passageoftime
d. ManhoodtoAge

15.What is meantbythetermMiddle Chamber?

a. Symbolicsecondfloor ofKing’s Temple
b. Symbolicnextstepto Fellow CraftDegree
c. Symbolicplaceofreward
d. Symbolic roomasfoundin theFirst Book ofKings

16.Why do weusetheletter“C”?

a. SymbolofgeometryandalsoHolier Significance
b. Man is remindedthatGod is in all naturebutnotin everyman
c. Goodnessis alwayspresent
d. Becauseit is an emblemwornby Masonsin England

17.Whataretwo rightsafaFellowCraft?

a. Examined and hold office
b. Instructedandhold office
c. Instructedandexamined
d. Instructed,hold office,examined

18.’Whataretheresponsibilitiesofa FellowCraft?

a. To acquirethesymbolicusesofcorn,wineandoil
b. To acquireman’sunderstandingfrom ignoranceto enlightenment
c. To acquiresymbolicmeaningoftheletter“C”
d. To acquireknowledgeandapplythatknowledgeto yourdutiesin life
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ANSWERS

1. d

2. b

3. c

4. b

5. c

6. a

7. d

8. b

9. d

10. b

ii. d

12. a

13. a

14. b

15. c

16. a

17. c

18. d
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