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“Let therebe light.”—Gen. 1:3.

“There neverwasa falsegod, nor wasthereever
really a lalse religion, unless you call a child a
false man.”—Max Muller.

“Every age has had a religion
capacity.”—Aibert Pike.
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Foreword

For over a hundredyearstheMasonic Lodgesof Louis-
iana have had to seek instruction and guidance from
monitors and textbooks not specifically adaptedto condi-
tions in Louisiana. Within the last few decadesFiee-
masonry has madegreat progressin this State, and the
need for a Monitor especiallyadaptedto Masonic work
in Louisiana has become more and more imperative.

Such a book is now submittedto the Craft with the aim
and hope that it may in some measuremeet the needs.
Since its beginning in 1921, when the suggestionthat a
Louisiana Monitor be issued by the Grand Lodge was
endorsedby JudgeWynne G. Rogers,then GrandMastei,
this handbookhashad a rough and rugged journey, one
beset by many dangers. It is hoped, however, that a
better work has attained fulfillment than if it had been
hastily cumpleted.

The methodof procedurein this undertakingwas first
to securecopiesof all availablemonitorsfrom the earliest
ever published down to those of the present day, then
aftercareful study to selectand combinethe best features
of all into a manuscriptwith such additional light as
modernresearchhasthrown on the subjectat hand. The
whole was then jeviewed and approvedby the Monitor
Committeeafter many helpful changeshadbeensuggested
and adoptedin the text. Perfectionis not claimed for the
book that is being submitted. Errors will come to light
in spite of constantvigilance on the part of the writer
and the Committeeto prevent them, but it is hopedthat
a good start has beenmadein the right direction.
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Ciedit for whatever successmay ever be claimed for
this undertakingmust in a large measurebe awarded to
the members of the Monitur Committee and to other
brethren who have put the weight of their Position and
influence behind it. Of the latter I feel impelled to
mention our late lamented Brother Joseph Sinai who,
while Grand Master, revived the work and steadfsstl
urged its completion.

This Monitor will be deemedworth while by thosewho
have labored in its productionif evenone brother Mason
throughthe perusalof its pagesis helpedONWARD and
UPWARD.

Via Lucis,

Baton Rouge,
August 2, 1927.

G. C. HUCKABY

When Is a Man a Mason?

When is a man a Mason? When he can look Out over the rivers.

the hills, and the tar horizon with a profoundsenseof his own littleness

in rise vast schemeof chines, and yet have faith, hope, and courage—

which is the root of every virtue. When he knows that down in his

heart every man is ss noble, as vile, as devine, as diabolic, and as

lonely ashimself, and seeksto know, to furtive, and to love his fellow—

man. When he knows how to sympathize ssith men in their sorrows,

yea, even in their sins—knowing that eash man fights a hard light

against many odds When he has learned how to make friends and

to keep them, and shove all how to keep friends with himself. When

he loves flowers, can hunt the birds without a tan, and feels the

thrill of an old forgotten joy’ when he hears the laugh of a little child.

When he can he happy and highminded amid the meaner drudgeriesof

life. When star-irowned trees, and the glint of sunlight on flowing

waters, suhdse him like the thought of one much loved and long

de,sd When no voice of distress reacheshis ears in vain, and no hand

seekshis aid without response When he finds toad in every faith that

helps any man to lay hold of Divine things, and sees majesticmeanings

in life, whatever the name of that faith may he. When he can look

into a wayside puddle and see something beyond mud, and into the

face of the most forloin fellow mortal and see something beyond sin.

When he knows how to pray, how to love, how to hope. When he

has kept faith with himself, with his fellowman, with his God; in his

hand a sword for evil, in his heart a hit of a song—glad to live, but

not afraid to diet Such a man has found the only real secret of

Masonry, and the one wlsisls it is cryisse ta give to all the world—

JasephFort Newton. ‘The Builders
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Order of Business

1. Opening the Lodge.
2. Reading Minutes.
3. Repoits of Committeeson Petitions.
4. Balloting on Petitions.
5. Report of Relief Committees.
6. Reportof Other Committees.
7. Receptionand Referenceof Petitions.
8. Communicationsfrom Grand and Sister Lodges.
9. Unfinished Business.

10. New Business.
11. Conferring Degrees.
12. Remarks~or the “Good of the Order.”

The Worshipful Master may changethe above to suit
hasconvenience.

OPENING AND CLOSING
CEREMONIES

OPENING THE LODGE

Ceremony,an act or seriesof actsin formal anddigni-
fled procedure, oftentimes symbolical, impressive, and
profound, hadits origin in the very beginning of human
society.

In the Ancient Mystesies (thosesacredriteswhich have
furnished so many models for Masonic Symbolism), the
opening ceremonieswere of the most solemn character.
The sacredheiald in the Ancient Mysteries commenced
the ceremoniesof opening the greater initiations by this
solemn formula: “Depart hence,Ye Profane,” and added
a proclamationagainst any activity or the use of any
languagewhich might be deemedof unfavorable augury
to the approachingrites.

In like mannera Lodge of Masonsis opened with the
employmentof certainceremoniesin which every member
presentshould take part and give marked attention to
their symbolic as well as their practical import.

A~ the brethren arrive, the Tyler should require each
one to register, the officers coming first in order of their
rank. The register shouldshowthe date,andstateif the
communicationis to be regular or special. Visitors should
register in a special column and each should give the
name, number, and location of his home lodge and his
rank if he is an officer.

The Tyler should then present each brother with a
cleanapron and the officers with their respectivejewels.
The Tyler should take special care to see that there is
always on hand an adequate supply of fresh, clean
aprons.

The hour for opening the Lodge having arrived, the
Worshipful Master should promptly take his station in
the East, give one stroke with the gavel, and proceed
with the usual preliminaries. The Lodge should always
be opened exactly at the appointedhour.
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14 Openingand Closing Ceremonies

After the door is first tyled, the Tyler should admit no
one until openingceremony iE concluded. After the Lo,dge
is opened,no one should be admittedor allowed to depart
except by special order of the Worshipful Master.

Vsiting brethren who are not vouched for must prove
themselvesafter having first taken the test Oath. Also,
a receipt for duesfor the currentyear mustbe presented
for examination. (Seepage 255, “Receptionof Visitors.”)

The Lodge is opened on (not in) the Third or Master
Mason degree except that it may be opened on the
Entered Apprentice or Fellow Craft to confer these
degreeson candidatespreviously elected,provided that
no other business be transacted.

All businessis transactedin the MaEterMason degree
except the examination of candidatesin the degree to
which they have attained, the Initiating or Passingof a
candidateinto the mysteriesof the EnteredApprentice or
Fellow Craft degree,and Trials in the same degrees.

A quorum shall at all times consist of not less than
sevenmemberspresentof the same Lodge.

Any brother desiringto discuss a questionbefore the
Lodge in session must first rise, saluteand addressthe
Worshipful Master, and obtain his recognition.

—0

OPENING PRAYER

Most holy and glorious Lord God, the Great
Architect of the Universe, the Giver of all good
gifts and graces,Thou hast promised that where
two or threeare gatheredtogether in Thy name,
Thuu wilt be in their midst and bless them. In
Thy namewe have assembledand in Thy name
we desire to proceed in all our doings. Grant that
the sublime pxinciples of Freemasonrymay so sub-
due every discordantpassionwithin us—so harmo.
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Openingand Closing Ceremonies 15

ntze and enrich our hearts with Thine own love
and goodness—thatthe Lodge at this time may
humbly reflect that order and beautywhich reign
foxever before Thy throne. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.

0

CLOSING PRAYER

SupremeArchitect of the Universe, acceptour
humble thanks for the many merciesand blessings
which Thy bounty has conferred upon us, and
especially for this social intercourse with the
brethren. Pardon,we beseechThee,whateverThou
hast seenamiss in us, and continueto us Thy pro-
tection and Thy blessing. Make us sensibreof our
obligation to serveThee, and may all our actions
tend to Thy glory and to our advancement in
knowledge and virtue. Grant that the world may
be better and happier for our having lived in it,
and that we may ever practice that Charity which
is the bond of peaceand the perfection of every
virtue. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.
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ENTERED APPRENTICE

QUALIFICATIONS OF CANDIDATES

The qualifications which are essential in those who
apply for initiation into the mysteriesof Freemasonryare
of two kinds: Internal and External.

The Internal qualifications of a candidate are those
which lie within his own bosom, and are not known to
the world. They refer to his peculiar disposition toward
the Institution, his motives and design in seeking an
entranceinto it, and his attitude towards Deity. Hence
they are known to himself alone; and a knowledge of
them can be acquired only from his own solemn declar-
ations.

The Internal qualificationsrequired of every candidate
areas follows: He mustcomeof his own free will and
accord, uninfluencedby mercenarypurposes. He must
believe in the existenceof a SupremeBeing.

The Externalqualificationsarethosewhich refer to the
outward fitness of the candidate for initiation. The
personwho desiresto be a Freemasonmust be a man, at
least twenty-oneyears of age, of sound mind and body.
He must be of good moral character,temperate and
industrious, capable of reading and writing, and of
earning an honcst livelihood.

—0

PREPARATION ROOM

First impressionsare supremely important. The Wor-
shipful Master should thoroughly know this degreeand
do his best work in impressing the candidate with the
beauty and sacrednessof Freemasonryon this, his first
vision of Light. No jesting or frivolous conversation
should occur in the preparation. All that is saidand done

&

Entered Apprentice 17

should impressthe candidatewith the seriousnessof the

step he is about to take.

In the ante-roombefore preparation,every can-
didate should be requiredto answer affirmatively
(with thepossibleexceptionof No. 2) the follow-
ing questionspropoundedto him by the Worship-
ful Master:

1. Do you believe in the existence of one
supremeand everlastingGod?

2. Do you seriouslydeclare, upon your honor,
that you have not heretoforeapplied to, or been
rejectedby a lodgeof Freeand Accepted Masons?

3. Do you seriouslydeclare, upon your honor,
that, unbiased by the improper solicitation of
friends and uninfluencedby mercenarymotives, you
freely and voluntarily offer yourself as a candidate
for the mysteries of Freemasonry?

4. Do you seriously declare, upon your honor,
that you are prompted to solicit the privileges of
Freemasonryby a favorable opinion conceived of
the Institution, a desire for knowledge,and a sin-
cerewish to be of service to your fellow creatures?
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18 Entered Apprentice

5. Do you seriously declare, upon your honor,
that you wtll cheerfully comply with all theancient
usagesand establishedcustoms of the Fraternity?

LECTURE IN PREPARATION ROOM

The following lecture should be given in the prepar-
ation room by the Worshipful Master.

Freemasonryis far removed from all that is trivial,
selfish,and ungodly. Its structureis built upon the ever-
lasting foundation of the Fatherhoodof God, the Brother-
hood of Man, and the Immortality of the Soul. Our
ancient and honorable Fraternity welcomes to its doors
and admitsto its privilegesworthy men of all creedsand
religions, but insists that all shall stand upon an ecact
equality and receive its instructi6n in a spirit of due
humility, emphasizingin demeanor,in conduct, in cere-
mony, and in language,the helpless,groping nature of
man and his need of reliance upon Divine Guidance
through all the activities of life

Before we proceed further
1 it becomes my duty to

inform you that the ceremoniesin which you are about
to engageareby no meansof a light or trifling character,
but are of profound significance and deepsolemnity. As
a preparation for the mystic rites into which you are
aboutto enter,you will now beasked to divestyour mind
and conscienceof all the personalincentives and super-
fluities of worldly life, andto rememberthat selfish aims
and petty social distinctions are not in keepingwith the
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humble, reverential, and suppliant attitude of the True
Seeker of Divine Wisdom. Freemasonryis a beautiful
and profound system of morality, veiled in allegory and
illustrated by symbols. The designof the Masonic Insti-
tution is to make its members wiser, better, and conse-
quently happier. This is accomplishedby means of a
sesiesof moral instructions taught, accordingto ancient
usage,by types, symbols, allegorical figures, and lectures.
The forms and ceremoniesof this Institution have come
down through a successionof ages and are all designed
to impressupon the mind significant and solemn truths.
The preparationto which you must submit before enter-
ing the Lodge servesallegorically to teachyou that it is
the man alone, divestedof all the outward recommend-
ations of rank, St ate, or riches, that Masonry accepts,
and that it is spiritual and moral worth alone which can
open for you the door of the Masonic Temple. I will
now leaveyou in the handsof true and trustedbrethren,
who will see that you proceed as all others have done
who have gone this way before.

0

FIRST SECTION

RECEPTION

44
Let no man enter upon any great or important under-

taking without first invoking the aid of Deity.
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PRAYER

Vouchsafe Thine aid, Almighty Father of the
Universe, to tl3is our presentconvention;and grant
that this candidatefor Masonry may dedicateand
devote his life to Thy service, and becomea true
and faithful brother among us. Endue him with
a sufficiency of Thy divine wisdom, that by the
influence of thepure principles of ourArt he may
be betterenabledto display theBeautiesof holiness,
to the honor of Thy holy name. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.

The trust of a Mason is in God, as a basis which can
neverfail and a rock which can neverhe shaken. Nor is
this belief a mere empty profession; for it is borne out
and exemplified by our practice. We open and close our
Lodges with prayer; the same formula is used at the
initiation of candidates;and no businessof any impor-
tanceis transactedwithout invoking Divine assistanceon
our labors. For the blessingof God cannotbe expected
to follow any man’s professionunless it be verified by a
good and virtuous life.

r Entered Apprentice 21

CIRCUMAMBULATION

From age to age, through countlessgenerations)these
rites have taught their sublime lessonsof wisdom, hope,
peace,and warning to the “Sons of Light.” The same
lessons,in the samelanguage,are taught us today. This
symbolic journey is also emblematical of the pilgrimage
of life, which man soon discovers is often dark and
gloomy, surrounded by sorrow, fear, and doubt. It
teacheshim that over this dark, perplexed,and fearful
course lies the road to a glorious destiny; that through
night to light must the earthpilgrim work his way. The
Lodge, when revealed to the entering Mason, discloses
to him a representationof the world, in which, from the
wondersof Nature, he is led to contemplatethe great
Original and to worship Him for His mighty works.

S

The Scrpussrslesson ~s resd horn Psslm 133 lYlsster and Wardcn,
remain standing alser prayer: the Masser is uncovered Scripture
reading begins immediately after psss,ne South

A
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*

“Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity!

*

“it is like the preciousointment upon the head,
that ran down upon thebeard, evenAaron’s beard:
that went down to the skirts of his garments;As
thedew of Hermon, andas the dew that descended
upon the mountains of Zion:

*

“for theretheLord commandedtheblessing,even

life for evermore.~~

In the beginning God cicated the heaven and
the earth. And the earlh was without form, and
void; and darknesswas upon the face of the deep.
And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the
waters and God said, “Let there be light,” and
there Was light.

The three Great Lights in iVlasonry are the
Holy Bible, Square,and Compasses.

&
FL ~lIL 111111 [ __________

Entered Apprentice

This lecture or the one immediately following
may be given here:

I pareiculaslydirect your attention to the Great Light
in Masonry, the Holy Bible. Howeverthey may differ in
creed or theology, all good men are agreed that within
the coversof the Holy Bible arefound thoseprinciples of
morality which lay the foundation upon which to build a
righteous life. Freemasonrytherefore opens this Book
upon its altars,with the commandto eachof its votaries
that he diligently study thereinto learnthe way to ever-
lasting life. Adopting no particular creed,fosbidding all
sectariandiscussionwithin its Lodge rooms, encouraging
eachto be steadfastin the faith of his acceptance,Free-
masonrytakes all its candidatesby the hand and, leading
them to its altars, points to the open Bible thereon,and
urgesupon eachthat he faithfully direct his stepsthrough
life by the Light he thereshall find, and as hethere shall
find it.

If from our sacred altars the irresponsible autocrat
should ever be ableto wrest this Book of SacredLaws,
and ihus remove, or evenobscure,the greatestLight of
Masonry—thatlight which hasfor centuriesbeenthe role
and guide of all Freemasons—thencould we no longer
claim for ourselvesthe proud rank and title of Free and
AcceptedMasons; but, so long asthat sacredLight shines
upon our altars,so long as it illuminates the pathway of
the Craftsmenby the golden rays of Truth, so long will
Freemasonrylive and shed its beneficentinfluence upon
manldod Guard then,my brother, that Book of sacred
and immutablelaw asyou guardyour life. Defend it as

* * *
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you defend the flag of your country. Live accordingto
its divine teachings, with its everlasting assurancesof a
blessedimmortality.

* * *

My brother, in placing this Book upon
our altar, we do not askyou to pledgeyour
faith en any particular creed,but to con-
sider it as a symbol of that eternal Book
of the Will of God, which opensto the
candid mind the way of Life. It is the
GreatLight of Masonry which unfolds the

beautiesof God’s Eternal rruth. On it restsour mystic
Ladder which rises from earth to Heaven, teaching us
that by faith in the Great Architect of the Universe we
may confidentlyhope to becomepartakersof the promises
therein recorded. It also teachesthat the Divine Charity
which has been extended to us should, by Masons, be
extendedto all mankind. It constantlyremindsus of the,
duty we owe to God, our neighbor, and ourselves.Wis-
dom, strength,and beautyare in its pages. The tenetsof
our profession—BrotherlyLove, Relief, and Truth—are
taught therein. Take, then, my brother, this sacred
Volume, the symbol of our ancientCraft, and make it the
rule and guide of your life and conduct. It is the one
Volume which has lived in the hearts of the people,
moulding and shaping their destinies; and it leads the
way to Him who is the Light of the world. Take its
divine light into your very soul and you will be thereby
enabledto mount from the humble estateof your earthly
natureto the glorious heights of God’s eternal Truth.

• , •

0—

APRON
The Lambskin or White Leather Apron is an

emblem of innocenceand the Badge of a Mason,

k
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more ancient than the Golden Fleece or Roman
Eagle, and, when worthily worn, more honorable
than the Star and Garter, or any other order that

can be conferredupon you at this or at any future
period by king, prince, or potentate, or by any
other person,except he be a Mason and within the
body of a Lodge. I trust you will wear it with
equal pleasure to youxself and honor to the Fra-
ternity.

* * *

The following may be used:

It may bethat, with the comingyears,upon your head
may rest thelaurel wreathsof victory; pendantfrom your
breastmay hang jewels fit to grace the diadem of an
Easternpotentate;yea, more than these,with light added
to the coming light, your ambitiousfeet may tread round
after round the ladderthat leadsto fame in our mystic
circle, and even the purple of our Fraternity may rest
upon your honored shoulders. But never again from
mortal handsshall any badgeso emblematicaloE purity
and all perfectionbe conferredupon you as this which I
now bestow. Whenyou becomea MasterMason, it will
be yours; yours to wear throughout an honorable life,
and at your death, to be deposited on tIme casketwhich
shall incloseyour lifeless remains, and with them laid
in the grave.
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Let its pure and spotless surfacebe to you an ever-
present reminder of “purity of life and rectitude of
conduct,” a never-endingargumentfor nobler deeds,for
higher thoughts,for greaterachievements. And when at
last your weary feet shall have come to the end of life’s
toilsome journey and from your nervelessgrasp shall
drop forever the working tools of life, may the record of
your life and conductbe as pure and spotlessas this fair
emblem which I place in your hands. And when your
trembling soul shall stand naked and alone before the
GreatWhite Throne, thereto receive judgment for the
deedsdonewhile here in the body, may it be your por-
tion to hearfrom Him who sitteth as JudgeSupremethe
welcome words: “Well done, thou good and faithful
servant;thou hast beenfaithful over a few things, I will
make thee ruler over many things; enter thou into the
joy of thy Lord.”

My brother, let this lesson sink deeply into your heart:
You should never put on this badge and enter a Lodge
in which there is a brother with whom you are at vari-
ance or against whom you entertain animosity. Should
you find yourself about en take such a step, it becomes
your duty to ask the brother to withdraw in order that
you may amicably settleyour differences. When this is
happily effected, you may then clothe yourselves, enter
the Lodge, and work with that love and harmony which
should at all times characterize Freemasons. But if
unfortunately your differences are of such a nature as
not to be so easily adjusted,it were better that one or
both of you retire than that the harmonyof the Lodge be
disturbed by your presence.

The following may also be used:

My brother, I have the pleasureof presentingyou with
a Lambskin or White Leather Apron. It is an emblem
of innocenceand the badge of a Mason; and from a time
when the memory of man runneth not to the contrary,
this emblem,plain and unadorned,hasbeen the peculiar
clothing of all Free and Accepted Masons. The Citizen
toiling in humble poverty, and the Statesmancommand-
ing the resourcesof a Nation have alike worn it with the
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consciousnessthat it has lightened the labor of the one,
and addeddignity to the powersof the other.

It may be that you will be so firmly entrenchedin the
hearts of your fellowmen and so deserving of their
gi aticude that they will elevateyou to the highest posi-
tion of honor, trust, and emolument,and causeyour name
to be inscribed high on the pillars of worldly fame. But
never have you had, and never again, my brother, will
you have, a higher mark of honor and confidence be-
stowed on you than this, which I, as the representative
of thesebrethren and of the Craft throughout the world,
am about en bestow.

This emblem which has been worn by kings, princes,
and potentates,which was investedwith additional dig-
nity by the illustrious Washington,and which hasbeen
eagerly soughtandworthily worn by the best men of our
generation,I now presentto you. If you disgraceit, the
disgrace will be augmented by the consciousnessthat
within this Lodgeyou have been taught the principles of
a correct and moral deportment.

Its spotlesswhite is emblematicalof purity of life and
uprightnessof personal manhood which, we hope, and
we have every right to expect,will hereafterdistinguish
you in all your social and personal affairs. When you
becomea Master Mason,it will be yours to wear so long
as the vital spark shall animate your mortal frame, and
when at last, whether in youth, manhood or age, your
spirit has winged its flight to that housenot made wmth
hands,and when amid the tearsand sorrow of surviving
relatives and friends, and by the handsof sympathizing
brother Masonsyour body shall be lowered to the con-
fines of the narrow house appointedfor all living, this
emblemwill still be yours,yours to be placed within the
casketwhich shall encloseyour mortal remains,and with
them laid beneaththe clods of the valley.

And may you so wear this emblem of spotlesswhite
my brother, that no act of yours shall stain its purity or
cast reflections upon an institution which hasoutlived the
fortunes of kings and the mutations of empires. May
you so wear it and so live, my brother, that when your
summonscomes to join that innumerablecaravan which

7
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movesto the pale realmsof shade,whereeachshall take
his chamberin the silent hall of death,you shall go not
like the quarry slave at night, scourgedto his dungeon,
but soothed and sustainedby an unfaltering trust, ap-
proach your grave like one who wraps the drapery of
his couch abouthim and lies down to pleasant dreams.

* * ,

0

WORKING TOOLS

The Working Tools of an EnteredApprentice
Mason are the Twenty-four-inchGaugeand Com-
mon Gavel.

The Twenty-four-inch Gauge is an implement
used by OperativeMasons to measureand lay out
their work; but we, as FreeandAcceptedMasons,
are taught to use it for the more noble and glori-
ous purposeof dividing our time. It, beingdivided
into twenty-four equal parts,is emblematicalof the
twenty-four hoursof the day, which we are taught
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to divide into threeequal parts; wherebyare found
eight hours for theservice of God and a distressed,
worthy brother, eight for our usual vocations,and
eight for refreshmentand sleep.

The Common Gavel is an implement used by
Operative Masons to break off the corners of
roughstones,thebetter to fit them for thebuilder’s
use. But we, as Freeand Accepted Masons, are
taught to use it for the more noble and glorious
purposeof divesting our hearts and consciencesof
all the vices and superfluitiesof life; therebyfitting
us as living stonesfor that spiritual building, that
housenot made with hands,eternal in theheavens.

0

DEMAND

• * *

0

LEssoI~ OF CHARITY

* 55 *

REINVESTED

* 55 *
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SECOND SECTION

WORSHIPFUL MAsTRR—Masonry, according to the gen-
eral acceptationof the term, is an Art founded on the
principles of Geometry, and directed to the service and
convenienceof mankind. But Freemasonry,embracinga
wider range,and having a noblerobject in view, namely,
the cultivation and improvement of the human mind
may, with more propriety, be called a Science~ inasmuch
as,availing itself of the termsof the former, it inculcates
the principles of the purest morality, though its lessons
are for the most part veiled in allegory and illustrated
by symbols. To draw asidethis veil, therefore, or more
properly speaking, to probe beyond it, is the object of
instructors in Fseemasonry;and by a careful and ap-
propriate attention to them we may hope, ultimately, to
become acquainted with all its mysteries.

The lectureof the EnteredApprenticedegreeis divided
into three sections. Throughout the whole, virtue is
painted in the most beautiful colors, and the duties of
morality are everywhere strictly enforced. The prin-
ciples of knowledge are imprinted on the memory by
lively and sensible images well calculated to influence
our conduct in the proper discharge of the duties of
social life, The mode of Masonic instruction is cat-
echetical: that is, by questionsand answers. The first
sectionof the lecturepertainingto the E. A. degreeis a
recapitulation of the forms and ceremonies through
which the candidatepassesduring Initiation. This may
be rehearsedin the Lodgeby two well informedhrethren
for the benefit of every newly made E. A. Mason, as

r Entered Apprentice 31

each will be required to commit the same to memory
and prove his proficiency by examinationin open Lodge
before he can proceedto the Fellow Craft degree.

The secondsectionof the lecture seeksto give rational
explanationto the ceremoniesas recapitulatedin the first,
and each E. A. Mason should be required to readand
digest the meaningof the secondsectionwhile becoming
proficient in the first section. Were it not for the second
section, the first sectionmight, therefore,appear light or
trivial, if not absolutelymeaningless;yet it may be said
o~ Masonry that behind all its forms, ceremonies,and
symbols the true Aspirant to Wisdom can find unfailing
treasuresof emblematic and mystic loie.

Masonry has been defined as a beautiful system of
morality, veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols.
Now, an allegory is a story told to illustrate or convey
sometruth. Someof the most importanttruths havebeen
handeddown to us through allegories,that being one of
the favorite methods the Master used to convey His
teachings. It is oneof the peculiaritiesof allegory that
its messagemay not be understoodby all men. One
must be prepared within his own mind and heart to
receive thetruth, or else he sees it not. It is only a few
of all thosewho hearwho perceivethe lesson designedto
be taught by allegory. The great majority, having ears
to hear,hearnot, having eyes to see,seenot the beautiful
lesson, but hear only a pretty story that interests for a
short while and then is lost. But the earnestseekerfor
truth, he who is duly and truly preparedfor its percep-
tion, sees beyond the veil of the allegory and perceives
the beautiful, simple truth which it conceals from the
multilude, but reveals to the chosen few.

A symbol is a visible sign of an idea. From the
earliestdawn of creationmanhas realizedthat thereis a
SupremeBeing, a Creator who is all-powerful. Many
were the ancient namesHe bore. As the sun was the
most powerful, most awe-inspiringobject visible to prim-
itive peoples, they used it as a symbol of the Supreme
Being. The majority, seeing no further thanthe symbol,
worshiped the sun itself; but the learned, the wise, the
thoughtful, ever regardedthe sun asonly a manifestation
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of God’s power and saw beyond it to the Great Father
over all.

So, my brother, Masonry teaches by allegories and
symbols; and it is your part to eKtract from them the
truths that will be of serviceto you in the building of an
upright Masonic character. If you perceive only the
stories that Masonry presents to you and do not see
deeper into what they are designed to teach, you will
miss the most inspiring aspectof Masonry; yet you may
comfort yourself with the thought that by far the great
majority of Masons are no wiser than yourself. But if,
by pondering over the allegories and symbols of these
degrees,you find the hidden truth, a new world of
wisdom, strength, and beautywill be revealed to you.

You have taken an obligation of secrecy, and, my
brother, I am constrainedto believe that you will ever
essentiallykeep that vow. For, if you elect to remain a
member of that greaterclass of Masons,you will never,
outside the essentialmodesof recognitioq in the nature
of grips, passwords,etc., havediscoveredsufficientof the
secrets of Masonry to be enabled to reveal them to
others; but, should you by industry and perseverance
attain rank among the lesser company, you will have

tameda quality of mind and purposethat will protect
thosesecretsfrom all except those duly and truly pre-
pared, who come in the same manner as you have
traveled.

In order to understand the symbols of the three
degrees,it is necessaryfor you to know that, broadly
speaking, Masonry has come from two general sources.
One of thesewas the societiesof stonemasonswho flour-
ished in medieval times, and who were the builders of
those great cathedrals many of which have been so
ruthlessly destroyed through the devastationsof war.
The societiesgradually ceasedto be bandsof operative
workers and admitted men not really connectedwith the
actual work of building. By the year 1717 Masonic
Lodgeshad becomepurely Speculative. But the working
tools of the OperativeMasons—thesquare, level, plumb,
rule, gavel, etc.—werestill retainedas symbols-to teach
important truths in character-building. We, as Masons,
no longer build templesand cathedralsof stone,but we

I

V
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build spiritual temples: templesof upright character, of
virtuous manhood,and of integrity.

The secondgreat sourcefrom which Masonry derived
its symbolism was the ancient mysteries. The relation
they hear to our Order will be unfolded to you as you
advancein the degrees. Here it is necessaryto tell you
only that in everyancient nation that attainedany degree
of civilization were secret organizations known as the
Mysteries, having ceremonies of initiation. These or-
ganizationswere composedof the wisest men of those
nations, and all the higher knowledge of religion, art,
and sciencewastaught in them alone. Men waited and
labored for years to become preparedor worthy to be
initiated into the Mysteries. It is related that the great
philosopher Pythagoraswaited for twenty years to be
initiated into the mysteriesof Egypt. Moses seemsalso
to have been an Egyptian initiate, while St. John the
Baptist camefrom the Jewish sect called Essenes,which
practiced mystical rites. It is even held that the early
Christian religion was taught and the Church governed
through a system of three degrees,to the highest of
which the greater number were never admitted.

In the ancient Mysteries of India the candidatemight
receive the first degree as early as eight years of age.
Then began a severe systemof mental and moral train-
ing to fit him for attainment, for with every degree it
was intended that he advance anotherstep toward per-
fection. He was invested with a three-ply cord called
the Zennar, emblematicof their tri-une God. From that
cord we get our cabletow. The candidatewas kept a
long time in darknessbefore taking a degree, to reflect
upon the seriousnessof the step he was about to take.
Truly seeking light, he was taught to worship God as
the Sourceof Light. He wasconductedregularly about
the chamber—usuallya caveor cavernhewn out of solid
rock—passingfrom eastto west by way of the south, his
right hand being next to the altar; the priests chanted,
“I copy the exampleof the sun andfollow his benevolent
course.” He next madea declarationthat he would keep
himself pure, that he would be obedient, and would
maintain secrecy. After which he was divested of his
shoes and clothed in a white linen robe. You see in all
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these ceremoniesthe beginningsof someof our Masonic
customs;and with these general principles in mind you
are readyto hear an explanationof some of the teach-
ings of the EnteredApprentice degree.

Before initiation, Masonry demandsthat a candidate
beduly and truly prepared. This preparationshould be
mental and moral as well as physical. Our Order sub-
scribesto no systemof religious doctrine, but it requires
that every man who presentshimself as a candidatefor
initiation shall declare a belief in one God. It teaches
that this Supreme Being is all-wise, all beneficent,and
that He revealsHimself to mankind. It also teachesthat
thereis life beyondthe grave.

The candidatemust come of his own free will, must be
a man, free-born, twenty-oneyearsof age, and his moral
qualities must be such as will bear a rigid investigation
by a committee of Master Masons appointed for that
purpose. Masonry tries to erclude those who come
through mere curiosity or through desire for businessor
social gain. To be a membtr of the investigating com-
mietee imposes upon a Mason a most serious duty; for
every candidatedeservescareful consideration. Never-
theless,many truly unpreparedmake their way into our
Lodges.

Masonryinvites no man. He knocks at the door of the
Lodge of his own free will and accord, having divested
himself of everything that would indicate poverty or
wealth, rank or station. At the inner door of the prepa-
ration room all are equal.Entrancethroughthis door into
the Lodge room is granted only after the candidatehas
satisfied all presentthat he is worthy and well qualified
to gain admission, and comes as an earnestseekerfor
Light and Truth. Gold cannotbuy, rank cannotdemand,
rror can learning guaranteeadmission,unlessa reputation
for generosity, truthfulness, and rectitude of conduct be
coupled with it.

In order to impress these truths more forcibly upon
your mind, you were this evening * *

You were * * * that you might not bring any-
thing offensive or defensiveinto the Lodge, as the
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l)rinciples of Masonry, forbidding the one, render
the othex unnecessary,to imprint upon your mind
the peculiarity of the circumstanceswhich occurred
at the building of King Solomon’s Temple, inas-
much as during the whole time therewasnot heard
thesoundof axe, hammer,or anytool of iron. The
question naturally arises: How could so stupendous
an edifice be erectedwithout the aid of these im-
plements? The stones were hewn, squared, and
numbered in the quarries where they were pro-
cured. The timbers were felled, fitted, and pre-
pared in the forestsof Lebanon,conveyedto Jeru-
salem,and thereset up by theaid of woodenmauls
and implements preparedfor that purpose;so that
every part fitted with such exactnicety that it re-
sembled the handiwork of the SupremeArchitect
of the Universe more than that of human hands.

As this Temple is a patternof every regularand
well-governed Lodge, let us draw the moral in-
ference that our ancientand venerableInstitution
depends not for its support and permanencyon
any principle of compulsiveor coercive force, but
is bestcementedby theperfectunion and harmony
of its constituentparts.

You were * * ~ becauseMasonry regards no
man for his worldly wealthor honors; for it is the
internal and not the external qualifications ol a
man that recommendhim to becomea Mason.

You were *** in commemorationof the ancient
Israelitish mannerof confirming a contract. Thus,
we read in the Book of Ruth that Boaz, having
proposed to the nearestkinsman of Ruth that he

Entered Apprentice
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exercise his legal right by redeemingthe land of
Naomi, which was offered for sale, and marrying
her daughter-in-law,the kinsman,who wasunable
to do so, resignedhis right of purchaseto Boaz.
And the narrative goes on to say: Now this was
the manner in former time in Israel concerning
redeemingand concerningchanging, for to confirm
all things; a man pluckedoff his shoe, and gave it
to his neighbor;and this wasa testimonyin Israel.
Thereforethe kinsmansaid unto Boaz, ‘Buy it for
thee.’ So he drewoff his shoe.” You this evening
* * * in testimony of the sincerity of your inten-

tions in the work upon which we were then en-
gaged.

You were * ** for threereasons. First, that as
you * * *; second, that your heart should be
taught to * * *~ Third, should you have refused
to submit ** * or be found unworthyto be taken
by the hand as a brother, you might, by the help
of ** *

You were caused* * * for two reasons. First,
to ** ~, and inform** *; second,to remind you
of a passageof Scripture: “Ask and ye shall re-
ceive; seekand ye shall find; knock and it shall be
opened unto you.” It applies to your case thus:
* * * his recommendationand your acceptance,you
have sought Light in Masonry; * * * and be-
hold ** ~

This openingunto you ~kndyour receptionwith-
in the Lodge is a symbol of the disruption from
the ties of the world andyour introduction into the
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life of Masonry. It is a symbol of the agonies of
the first deathand of the throesof a new birth.

There you stood without our portals, on the
threshold of this new Masonic life, in darkness,
helplessness,and ignorance. After wanderingamid
the errors and having been coveredover with the
pollutions of the outer and profane world, you
came inquiringly to our doors, seeking the new
birth, and asking a withdrawal of the veil which
concealed the divine truth from your uninitiated
sight. Here, as with Moses at the burning bush,
the solemn admonition is given, “Put off thy shoes
from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou
standestis holy ground.” Ceremonialpreparations
surrounded you, all of a significant character, to
indicate to you that some greatchange was about
to take place in your moral and intellectual condi-
tron. Therewas to be not simply a changefor the
future, but also an extinction of the past; for
initiation is, as it were, a death to the world and
a resurrectionto a new life. And henceit wasthat
amongthe old Greeksthesameword signified both
“to die” and “to be initiated.” But deathto him
who believesin immortality is but a new birth. The
world is left behind—the chains of error and
rgnorancewhich had previously restrainedyou in
moral and intellectual captivity are to be broken—
theportal of theTemple of a FutureLife hasbeen
thrown wide open;andMasonrystandsbeforeyou
in all theglory of its form and beauty, to be fully
revealed, however, only when the new birth has
been completely accomplished.

-.4
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You were received* * * the moral of which was

explained to you at that time.

Secrecyis the first great lesson of the Entered
Apprentrce degree. This greatvirtue is necessary
rn our Order so that 1\lasonswill appreciatethe
lessons taught. As a secret shared between two
people binds them together, so the secrets of our
Fraternity bind the brethren together. If our
teachingsof beautiful truths were scatteredbroad-
castthroughoutthe world, they would becomecom-
monplace;so they are taught under secrecyonly to
those deemedworthy to receiveand practicethem.
Taken with the salt of curiosity and expectation,
they will be more readily perceived.

Nothing can torture a man more sorely than
the pangsof remorsewhich a guilty consciencecan
force upon him. Sharp instruments may torture
the flesh, but unless the torture be unto death, a
few short days suffice to heal the wounds and only
the scars remain to remind one of the agony en-
dured. But the torture of a guilty conscienceis
not so. Memory of pledges violated, evil deeds
done, kind actions left undone,comes to us after
years have passed;comes to us as we lie upon our
beds and chases“sleep, tired Nature’s sweet re-
storer,” from our eves, and makesour bed a hell;
comes amid our innocent social pleasures and
turns our joy to pain. A face, a word, or an odor
may bring back the hateful incidents of a scene
that no subsequentlife of purity and rectitudeof
conduct can banish from the memory. Brother,
guardwell your actions, that henceforthno memory
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of evil deedsdisturb your peaceor rack your mind
and conscience.

You were * * *, becauseas Masons we are
taught that no man should ever enter upon any
great or important undertakingwithout first in-
voking the blessing of Deity. This is because
Masonry is a religious institution, and we thereby
show our dependenceupon and our trust in God.

In the light of that lesson,prayerbecomesa duty
as well as the privilege of every Mason. How lew
understand the natureandeffectsof prayer Prayer
that has become merely a bedtime custom is not
a prayer; it is an incantationto soothethe demands
of a habit formedin more innocentand unsophisti-
cated days. The object and the effect of prayer
are to bring the soul into consciousharmonywith
the all-wise Father,whose laws are true and just
and righteousaltogether.

“He who has the fountainof prayer in him will
not complain of hazards.Prayer is the recognition
of laws, the soul’s exerciseand sourceof strength,
its threadof conjunctionwith them. Prayer for an
object is the cajolery of an idol, the resource of
superstition. Thereyou misread it. Vie that fight
the living world musthavethe Universal for succor.
Cast forth thesoul in prayer,you meettheeffluence
of the outer truth; you join with the creative ele-
ments giving breathto you. Who rises from prayer
a hetter man, his prayer is answered.”

You were * * ~, because,agreeablyto an ancient
Masonic custom, no atheist * * *• It was, there-
fore, necessarythat you expressa belief in God, as

.4
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otherwise * * ~ Can an atheist haveany proper
motive to keepa promiseor to preservean obliga-
tion?

You were also taken * * *• This was to show
that although you could at that time * * * with
safetyconfide, and also to teachyou that you might
thence learn as a Mason to practice universal
beneficence,to be as eyes to the blind and feet to
the lame; that, wheneverin your progressthrough
life you should meet with a worthy man, partic-
ularly a Mason, in that state of distress,the ap-
pearanceof which you had then voluntarily as-
sumed,you should stretchforth your right handof
fellowship to comfort and protect him.

The trust of a Mason is in God. But before
a man can trust in God, whom he cannotsee, he
must learn to trust in his fellowman, who is made
in God’s image. As you placed yourself in the hands
of this Lodgeand followed your conductorsthrough
the ceremoniesof initiation, you exemplified your
trust in your fellowman. So ever place your tiust
in God and walk uprightly through life, fearing
no danger. Know that a man’s worst enemy is
himself, and that with one, God is a majority.

He who is in consciencebound to perform an
act, to accomplisha purpose,or to keep a secret,
is bound by ties, though invisible, that are stronger
than any bondsthatcould be forged or contrivedby
man. The releaseof the candidatefrom the last
ties that bind him to the world he has left outside
the Lodge room, coupled with the reception of
light, is a symbol of a new birth, a birth from the
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darknessof ignorance and superstitionto the light
of wisdom, toleration,generosity,andall othercom-
mendablevirtues.

You were conducted * ~, following the ap-
parent course of the sun, from the East through
the South to the West, and back again, that the
brethren* * ~. In your way you were causedto
meet with * * ‘~. Every regular and well gov-
ernedLodge is a representationof King Solomon’s
Temple, in which we learn that therewere * * *

South, West, and East gates,who * * ‘~. It was
therefore necessary* * * in order that you might
be duly examinedbefore * ~ ~• This journey,
with its several obstructions, also symbolizes our
difficulties in the progress from intellectual dark-
nessor ignorance,to intellectual light or TRUTH.

As the Lodge is a symbol of the world, in the
circumambulationof the Lodge room the candidate
symbolizes the progressof a man from ignorance
to knowledge, of the human race from savageryto
civilization. Caresand temptationsof businessand
pleasurethrow obstaclesin the way of men and
of nations, and challenge their capability and in-
tegrity. Both individuals and nations must over-
come obstaclesand demonstratetheir right to ad-
vance to broaderfields of usefulness.

As seenin the West, the light of the sun is ever
a declining glory. The East, as the birthplace of
the sun and sourceof light, hasalways beenven-
erated by primitive peoples. As devout Moslems
praywith their facestoward Mecca, the birthplace
of their prophet, and as the ancient sun-worshipers

—4
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bowed to the rising sun—soMasons give the high-
est place to the East,as the true sourceol Masonic
light, and it is here the Worshipful Masterhas his
station. Hence a Mason travels from West to
East on his searchfor Masonic light, and hence
also the regular,upright mannerof approachingthe
East and rendering it due respect.

You were caused * * * and not on * * ~, or
both, because the left side has in all ages been
consideredthe weakerpart of man; it was, there-
fore, to show that * *

* * *

Having assumedthis proper position, you then
voluntarily * * * Entered Apprentice Mason.

* * *

L

While deniandingthat all Masons yield obedi-
ence to the tenetsof the Order, Masonry requires
no act or belief that will conflict with the exalted
dutiesa man owesto God,his country, his neighbor,
his family, or himself. Reverencefor God, patri-
otism, and brotherly love are so frequently incul-
cated and so forcibly recommendedin the Lodge
that the Masonwho does not practicethesevirtues
is recreant to the trust imposed in him by his
brethren. Truth being the center of all Masonic
teaching,and the highest principles of reverence,
patriotism and charity being founded on truth, it
follows that he who lives up to the highest prin-
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ciples of Masonic duty will naturally practiceall
moral, social, and religious virtues.

* * *

Having voluntarily assumed* * ~, you were
asked * * *, whereuponyou responded,* *

The material light that sprangforth at the fiat
of the Grand Architect, when darknessand chaos
were dispersed, has ever been, in Masonry, a fa-
vorite symbol of that intellectual illumination which
it is the object of the Order to createin the minds
of its disciples;whencewe havetruly assumedthe
title of “Sonsof Light.” This mental illumination,
this spiritual light which after his new birth is
the first demandof the new candidate,is but an-
other name for Divine Truth, which constitutes
the chief design of all Masonic teaching. And as
the chaosandconiusion in which “in the beginning”
the earth,without form, andvoid, wasenrapt,were
dispersed,and order and beauty establishedby the
Supreme command which created material light;
so, at the proper declarationand in dueand recog-
nized form, the intellectual chaosand confusion in
which the mind of the neophyte is involved are
dispersed,and the true knowledge of the science
and philosophy, of the faith and doctrine, of
Masonry is developed.

Masonic Light is the object of every Mason’s
search. That is truly a laudable object. Light,
ever and ever more light. From the first faint
perceptionof those Three Great Lights, the Holy
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Bible, Square,and Compasses,until he shuffles off
this mortal coil, theearnestMason seeksbr Light.
Seeksin the Holy Bible, that inestimablegift from
God to man which is given us as a rule and guide
for our faith and practice; seeksin the symbolism
ol the Squareand Compasses;seeks in the great
book of Nature; seeks in the heartsand lives of
men. If he shall realize that Masonic Light is a
symbol for Truth, if he shall seebeyondthe symbol
to the Truth itself, comprehendingit by the light
of knowledgeand wisdom; then the full glory of
Masonic Light will shine in his heart and he will
go forth to bear the light aloft and let it shine
among men.

* * *

The right hand of fellowship was extended to
you becausethe right hand has in all ages been
deemedan emblemof fidelity. Our ancientbrethren
worshipedDeity underthe nameof fides, or fidelity,
which was sometimes representedby two right
handsjoined, and sometimesby two human figures
holding each other by the right hand. The right
hand, therefore,was employed as a token of your
sincerity, and as a pledge of our fidelity in the
work upon which we were then engaged.

You were presented a Lambskin or White
Leather Apron. The Lamb has in all agesbeen
deemedan emblem of innocence. By the lambskin,
therefore, the Mason is reminded of that purity
of life and conduct essentialto gaining admission
to the Celestial Lodge above,where the Supreme
Architect of the Universe presides.
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You were requestedto depositsomemetallic sub-
stance, to teach you a lesson in Charity, and to
remind you of your own humble condition, both of
propertyand dress, of penury and want, in which
you were received into the Lodge; which lesson
should make you at all times sensible of the dis.
tressesof poverty.

Charity is a distinguishingcharacteristicof every
lVlason. It is in the practice of this virtue that
man mostrevealshis kinship to God. Hear Buddha
on the charitable man: “The charitable man is
loved by all; his friendship is prized highly; in
deathhis heart is at rest and full of joy, for he
suffersnot from repentance;he receivestheopening
flower of his reward andthe fruit that ripensfrom
it. The charitableman has found the path of sal-
vation. He is like the man who plantsa sapling,
securing thereby the shade, the flowers, and the
fruit in future years. Even so is the result of
charity; even so is the joy of him who helps those
who are in need of assistance.” If the cardinal
virtues of Freemasonry,which are Fortitude, Pru-
dence,Temperance,and Justice,were practiced by
all mankind, then charity, as an act of almsgiving,
would cease. For ignoranceand intemperanceand
injustice would be banishedfrom the world; and
the woes of misery and penury that Jollow them
would then give place to joy. But thepoor we have
with us always. So, as we administerour charity,
let us rememberthat it is not only those who are
in straitenedfinancial circumstanceswho needour
assistancebut that the poor in spirit, the despond-
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ent, the discouraged,may be heartenedand lifted
up by kind and encouragingwords. Let us give
bountifully of our love and sympathy to every
brother in distress.

* * *

As you must by now understand,it was no ma-
terial or tangible pledge that was really wantedof
you; but the assurancethat the true pledge of
Masonic friendship is deposintedin your heart.

* * *

You were placed * * ~, as * * ~, where you
stood, to all outward appearances,a perfect and
upright man and Mason, a spiritual cornerstone.
This is an allusion to the custom in Operative
Masonry to place the chief or corner-stone* *

You, therefore,were so placed to receive thosefirst
instructions upon which to build your future moral
and Masonic edifice. As on this night you com-
mence thegreattask—which is neverin your future
Masoniclife to be discontinued—oferecting in your
heart a spiritual temple for the indwelling of God,
of which the great Temple at Jerusalemwas but
the symbol; and as eachnew duty which you learn
and eachnew virtue that you practicebecomeliving
stones in that temple—it is proper that you begin
the labor of erecting a spiritual temple just as the
Operative Mason begins the construction of his
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material temple, by laying thecorner-stoneon which
theedifice is to rise.

Your first instruction in this degree constitutes
that corner-stone;andwhen it is laid in its proper
place, you will constructon it th~<moral Masonic
temple of your life.

Thus, my brother, we close the second section

of the lecture of this degree.

0

THIRD SECTION

The usagesand customsamong Freemasonshave ever
borne a close resemblanceto thoseof the ancientEgyp-
tians. Their philosophers, unwilling to expose their
mysteriesto vulgar eyes, couchedtheir systemsof learn-
ing and polity under signs and hieroglyphical figures
which were communicatedonly to their chief priests or
Magi, who wei e hound by solemn oath to conceal them.
The system of Pythagoras,as welt as many others of
more recent date, was founded on a similar principle.
Masonry, however, is not only the most ancient,but one
of the most honorable,of all existing societies;and there
is not a characternor an emblemheredepictedbut serves
to incutcatethe principles of piety and virtue among all
its genuine professors.

The lecture pertainingto the third sectionexplainsthe
nature and principles of our constitutions,and furnishes
many interesting details relating to the form, supports,
covering, furniture, ornaments, tights, and jewels of a
Lodge; how it should be situated, to whom dedicated,
and so forth.

* * *

-4
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The Lodge is an assemblageof Masons, duly
congregated,having the Holy Bible, Square, and
Compasses,and a Warrant of Constitution author-
izing them to work.

I,

Entered Apprentice 49

The Warrant of Constitution is a Charter or
Dispensationissued under authority of the Grand
Lodge, authorizing the Lodge to meet and per-
form Masonic labor. Without such Warrant the
Lodge is irregular and clandestine, and regular
Masonsare forbidden to hold any N’Iasonic com-
munication with such Lodge or with the members
thereof.

Our ancient brethren met on the highest hilts and in
the lowest valleys, the better to observethe approachof
cowans and eavesdroppers,and to guard against sur-
prise; also, because these places were esteemedmost
sacred.

Lodgemeetings at the presentday are usually held in
upper chambers—probablyfor the better security which
such placesafford. It may be, however, that the custom
had its origin in a practice observedby the ancientJews
of building their temples,schools,and synagogueson high
hills; a practice which seemsto have met with the ap-
probation of the Almighty, who said unto the Prophet
Ezekiel, “Upon the top of the mountain the whole limit
thereof round about shall be most holy.” Before the
erection of temples the celestial bodies were worshiped
on hills and the terrestrial ones in valleys. At a later
period the Chrstians, wherever it was practicable,
erectedtheir churcheson eminences. Hills and moun-
tains were always consideredthe peculiar abode of
Deity; hence the Masonic tradition that our ancient
brethren held their lodgesmost frequentlyon the highest
hills.

* 4* 4*

THE FORN4 OF A LODGE is an oblong
square. It is said, symbolically, to extendin length
from East to West, in breadth from North to
South, in height from the earth to the highest
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heavens,in depth from the surface to the center.
A Lodge is said to be of thesevast dimensionsto
denote the universality of Masonry, and to teach
us that a Mason’s charity should be equally as
extenstve.

A LODGE HAS THREE PRINCIPAL SUP-
PORTS (representedby columns), which are
Wisdom, Strength,and Beauty: Wisdom to con-

V
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trive, Strengthto support, and Beauty to adorn.
Wisdom to conduct us in all our undertakings,
Strengthto support us under all our difficulties,
and Beauty to adorn the inward man. The uni-
verse is the temple of the Deity whom we serve.
Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty are about His
throne as pillars of His works; for His wisdom
is infinite, His strengthomnipotent,and His beauty
shinesthrough the whole of creation. In symmetry
and order the heavensHe has stretchedforth as a
canopy;the earthHe has plantedas His footstool;
He crowns His temple with stars, as with a dia-
dem; and His handsextend their powerand glory.
The sun and the moon are messengersol His will,
andall His law is concord.

The three great pillars supporting a Mason’s
Lodge are emblematic of those divine attributes.
Of these,the column of Wisdom is situatedin the
East part of the Lodge, and is representedby the
Master; becauseit is presumedthat he haswisdom
to devise labor for the Craft and to superintend
them during the hours thereof. The column of
Strengthis situated in theWest part of theLodge,
and is representedby the Senior Warden; because
it is his duty to strengthenand support the au-
thority of the Master. The column of Beauty is
situated in the South part of the Lodge, and is
representedby the Junior Warden;because,as the
sun in the South at its meridian height is the
beauty and glory of the day, so is the Junior
Wardenin the South. Therehe may betterobserve
the time to call the Craft from labor to refresh-
ment, and superintend them during the hours
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thereof, that none pervert the purposeof refresh-
ment into intemperanceor excess; and call them
on again in due season,that the Mastermay have
honor and the Craft pleasureand profit thereby.

But as we have no noble orders of architecture
known by the namesof Wisdom, Strength, and
Beauty,we apply them to the threemost celebrated
—the Ionic, Doric, and Corinthian.

* * *

The Covering of a Lodge is no less than the
clouded canopyor starry-deckedheaven,where all
good Masons hope at last to arrive by the aid of
that theological ladder which Jacob in his vision
sawextendingfrom earthto heaven;the threeprin-
cipal roundsof which are denominatedFaith, Hope,
and Charity, andadmonishus to havefaith in God,
the Great Architect of the Universe, hope in im-
mortality, and charity, or love, for all mankind.
The greatestof theseis charity. For faith may be
lost to sight, and hopeend in fruition; but charity
extends beyond the grave through the boundless
realmsof eternity. And the Masonwho is possessed
of that virtue in its mostamplesense,may be justly
deemedto haveattained the summit of his proFes-
sion: figuratively speaking, an ethereal mansion
veiled from mortal eyeby the starryfirmamentem-
blematically depicted here by seven stars, which
allude to as many regularly madeMasons;without

Entered Apprentice
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which numberno Lodge is perfectand no candi-

date can be legally initiated into the Order.

* * *

The Furniture of a Lodgc consistsof the Holy

Bible, Square, and Compasses.

The Holy Bible is given to us to be a rule and
guide for our faith and practice. It is dedicated
to God, being the last, best, and most inestimable
gift from God to man, and on it we * *

The Squareteachesus to squareour actions. It
is dedicated to the Master, and is the proper
Masonicemblem of his office.

The Compassesare dedicatedto the Craft; for
by a due attention to their uses,we are taught to
circumscribeour desiresand to keep our passions
in due bounds.

Hence, the Bible is the light which enlightens
the path of our duty to God; the Squate, that
which enlightens the path of our duty to our fel-
[ow~men;and the Compasses,thatwhich enlightens
the path ol our duty to ourselves.

* * *
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The Ornamentsof a Lodge arethe MosaicPave-
ment, the IndentedTessel, and the Blazing Star.

The Mosaic Pavementis a representationof the
ground-floor of King Solomon’s Temple. It also
supplies the floor design for many of the great
cathedralsof Europe which were constructedby
Operative Masonic gu~lds during the Middle Ages.
The Mosaic Pavementis, therefore,mystically re-
lated to religious philosophyand is emblematicalof
human life, checkeredwith good and evil.

As we tread the various and uncertain paths of life,
as our days are variegatedand checkeredby a strange
contialiety of events, and as our passagethrough this
existence,though sometimesattended by prosperouscir-
cumstances,i~ often besetby a multitude of evils—there-
fore is the Lodge furnished with Mosaic work to remind
us of the precariousnessof our state on earth. Today
we stride erect on the smooth, firm highway of pros-
perity; tomorrow we may totter on the uneven paths of
weakness,temptation, and adversity. While this emblem
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is before us we are remindedto boastof nothing,to have
compassionon and to give aid to those who are in
adversity, to walk uprightly and with humility; for such
is this ecistence,that there is no station in which pride
can be stably founded. ‘While we tread on this Mosaic
work, let our ideas return 10 the Original, whence we
copy; and let our every act be as the dictates of reason
prompt us, to live in brotherly love.

1
* 5’ *

The IndentedTessel is that beautiful tessellated
borderor skirting which surroundedthis pavement,
and is emblematicalof the manifold blessingsand
comfortswhich surroundus; which we hopeat last
to obtain by a faithful reliance on Divine Provi-
dence,hieroglyphically representedby the Blazing
Star in the center.

* * *
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A LodgehasTHREE SYMBOLIC LIGHTS.
One of these is in the East, one in the West, and
one in the South. There is no light in the North;
becauseKing Solomon’s Temple, of which every
Lodge is a representation,wasplaced so far North
of the ecliptic that the sun and moon, at their
meridianheight, could dart no rays into the North-
ern part thereof. The North, therefore,we Ma-
sonically call a place of darkness.

As the sun, apparently,rises in the East to open
the day, and dispenseslight, life, and nourishment
to the whole creation, it is well representedby the
Master, who is placed in the East to open the
Lodgeand impart light, knowledge,and instruction
to all under his direction. XVhen it arrives at its
greatestaltitude in the South,where its beamsare
most piercingand the coo] shadeis most refreshing,
it is then appropriatelyrepresentedby the Junior
Warden, who is placed in the South to observeits
approachto the meridian, and at the hour of high
twelve, or noon, to call the brethrenfrom labor to
refreshment. Still pursuingits courseto the XVest,
the sun at last closesthe day and lulls all Nature
to repose. It is then fitly representedby the Senior
Warden, who is placed in the West to close the
Lodge by command of the Master, after having
renderedto everyonethe just reward of his labor
andhaving enabledhim to enjoy that reposewhich
is the genuine fruit of honest industry.

* * *
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Ft~A
A Lodge has SIX JE’iVELS; three immovable

and threemovable.
The immovable Jewelsare the Square, the Level,

and the Plumb. The Square inculcates morality,
the Level equality, and the Plumb rectitude of con-
duct. They are called immovable Jewels because
they are alwaysto be found in the East,West, and
South parts of the Lodge, being worn by the
officers in their respectivestations.

The movableJewelsare the Rough Ashlar, the
Perfect Ashlar, and the Trestle Board.

The Rough Ashlar is a stone,as taken from the
quarry, in its rude andnaturalstate. By it we are
remindedof our own state, rude and imperfect by
nature.

L

r
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The Perfect Ashlar is a stone made ready by
the hands of the workmen, to be adjustedby the
working-tools of the Fellow Craft. It reminds us
of that state of perfection at which we hope to
arrive by a virtuous education, our own endeavors,
and the blessingof God.

Upon the Trestle Board the Master workman
draws his designs. By it we are remtndedthat,
as theoperativeworkmanerectshis temporalbuild-
ing agreeablyto the rules and designs laid down
by the Masteron his Trestle Board, so should we,
both Operativeand Speculative,endeavorto erect
our spiritual building agreeablyto the rules and
designslaid down by the SupremeArchitect of the
Universe,in the greatbooksof Natureand Revela-
tion, which are our spiritual, moral, and Masonic
Trestle Boards.

* * *

A LODGE IS SITUATED DUE EAST

AND WEST becauseall placesof divine worship,

—4
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as well as Masons’ regular,well-formed, and con-
stituted Lodges are, or ought to be, so situated.
For this we assign several Masonic reasons:first,
the sun, the glory of the Lord, apparently rises
in the East and sets in the West; second,learning
originated in the East and thencespread its benign
influence to the West; third, and principally, be-
cause King Solomon’s Temple was so situated.
Also because,after Mosescrossedthe Red Sea,pur-
sued by Pharaohand his host, he erected,by divine
command,a tabernacle,which he placed due East
and West, to receive the first rays of the rising
sun, and to commemoratethat mighty east wind
by which the miraculousdeliveranceof Israel was
effected. This tabernacleis said to have been an
exact pattern of King Solomon’sTemple, of which
every Lodge is a representationand, therefore, is,
or ought to be, placed due Eastand West.

0

DEDICATIONT OF LODGES

Lodges were anciently dedicated to King Solo-
mon, becausehe is said to havebeenour first Most
Excellent Grand Master; but modern Masons in
this country dedicatetheir Lodges to St. Johnthe
Baptist, and St. Johnthe Evangelist,who are said
to have been two eminent patrons of Masonry.
And there is representedin evely regular andwell-
governedLodge a certain point within a circle em-
borderedby two perpendicularparallel lines, which
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in recenttimeshavecometo representSt. Johnthe
Baptist and St. Johnthe Evangelist;and upon the
top rests the Holy Scriptures. The point represents
the individual brother; thecircle, the boundaryline
of his duty beyondwhich he is never to suffer his
passions,interests,or prejudicesto betrayhim. In
going aroundthis circle, he necessarilytouchesupon
the two parallel lines, as well as the Holy Scrip-
tures;and as longas a Masonkeepshimselfcircum-
scribed within these due bounds, it is impossible
that he materially err.
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TENETS

The three great tenets of a Mason’s profession
are Brotherly Love, Relief, and Truth.

By the exerciseof BROTHER-
LY LOVE we regard the whole
human species as one family—the
high and the low, the rich and the
poor—who, created by one Al-
mighty Parent and made inhabit-

ants of the sameplanet,are to aid and protectone
another. On this principle Masonry unitesmen of
every country, sect, and opinion, and conciliates
true friendship among those who might otherwise
have remained forever apart.

To RELIEVE the distressedis
a duty incumbent upon all men,
but particularly upon Masons,who
profess to be linked togetherby an
tndissoluble chain of sincere affec-

tion, To cheer the unhappy,to sympathize with
their misfortunes, to compassionatetheir miseries,
and to restorepeaceto their troubled minds, is the
greataim we have in view. On this basis we form
our friendshipsand establishour connections.

TRUTH is a divine attribute,
and the foundation of every virtue.
To be good and true is one of the
first lessons taught in N4asonry.
On this theme we contemplate,
and by its dictates endeavor to

r
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regulateour conduct. Hence, while we are influ-
encedby this principle, hypocrisyand deceitareun-
known among us; and with the heait and tongue
we join in promotingone another’swelfare and in
rejoicing at one another’sprospelity.

Every Mason has four P~ ~*~s E**, which are
the P~ P~’ M** and G**, and which are illus-
trated by the four Cardinal Virtues: Fortitude,
Prudence,Temperance,and Justice.

FORTITUDE is that noble and
steady purposeof the mind wherebywe
undergoany pain or peril when it is pru-
dentially deemedexpedient. Thisvirtue is
equally distant from rashnessand cow-

\ ardice, and should be deeply impressed
‘IA upon the mind of every Mason. It is a

safeguardor security againstthe success
of any attempt, by force or guile, to ex-

tort from him any of those secretswith which he
has beenso solemnly intrusted and which were em-
blematically impressedupon his mind on his first
admission into the Lodge, when he was received
upon * ** which refers to ****

PRUDENCE teachesus to regu-
late our lives and actiol-is agreeably
to the dictates of reason. It is that
habit by which we wisely judge and
prudentially determineall things rela-
tive to our present as well as our
future happiness.This virtue should
be the peculiar care of every Mason
for the government of his conduct,
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not only while he is in the Lodge, but also when
abroad in the world. He should exerciseconstant
care, when in any strange or mixed companies,
never to let fall the least sign, token, or word
wherebythe secretsof Masonry may be unlawfully
obtained;ever bearing in mind that importantoc-
casionwhen, with his nakedleft hand * * ~, which
alludesto ** ~

TEMPERANCE is that due re-
straint upon the affectionsand passions
which rendersthe body tame and gov-
ernable, and frees the mind from the
allurementsof vice. This virtue should
be the constantpracticeof every Mason,
as he is taught thereby to avoid excess
and to refrain from contractingany
licentious or vicious habit, the indulg-

ence of which may lead him to disclose some of
those valuable secrets which he has promised to
conceal and never to reveal. For it would conse-
quently subjecthim to the contemptanddetestation
of all good Masons,as well as the penalty * *

which alludes to * * ~

JUSTICE is that standardor bound-
ary of right which enablesus to render
to every man his just due without dis-
tinction. This virtue is not only con-
sistentwith Divine andhumanlaws,but
is the very cementand support of civil
society. And as Justicein a greatmeas-
ure constitutesthe real good man, so
should it be the invariable practice of
every Mason never to deviateminutely
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from the principle thereof, ever remembering the
time when, placed in * * ~ he stood a perfect and
upright man andMason,which alludes to the **

**__ **__ **

0

CHALK—CHARCOAL—CLAY

Entered Apprentices should serve their Masters
with FREEDOM, FERVENCY, AND ZEAL,
which are here representedby CHALK, CHAR-
COAL, AND CLAY. Thereis nothing freer than
chalk, the lightest touch of which leaves a trace
behind; there is nothing more fervent than char-
coal, for to it, when it is properly ignited, the most
obdurate metals will yield; there is nothing more
zealousthan clay, our Mother Earth, which alone,
of all the elements,hasnever proven unfriendly to
man. The bodies of water deluge him with rain,
oppresshim with hail, and drown him with inun-
dations. The air rushesin stoims and preparesthe
tempest; and fire lights up the volcano; but the
earth, ever kind and indulgent, is found subservient
to, his wishes. Though constantlyharassed,more
to furnish the luxuries than the necessitiesof life,
she never refuses her accustomedyield, spreading
his path with flowers and his table with plenty;
though she produces the poison, she supplies the
antidote,and returnswith interestevery good com-
mitted to her care. And when at last he is called
upon to passthrough “the darkvalley of the shadow

)
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K 66 Entered Apprentice

of Death,” she once more receiveshim and piously
covershis remainswithin her bosom,thus admonish-
ing us, that from earth we came,and to it we all
must soon return.

0

SYMBOLISM OF THE DEGREE

The first, or ENTERED APPRENTICE, degree of
Masonry is intended, symbolically, to represent the en-
trance of man into the world in which he is afterward
to become a living and thinking actor. As he comes
from the ignorance and darkness of the outer world his
first craving is for light. Not that physical tight which
springs from the great orb of day as its fountain, but
that moral and intellectual light which emanates from
the primal source of all things, from the Great Architect
of the Universe, the Creator of the sun and of all that
it illuminates. Hence the great, the primary, object of
the first degree is to symbolize the birth of intellectual
light in the mind; and the Entered Apprentice is the
type of unregenerate man, groping in moral and mental
darkness, and seeking the light which is to guide his
steps and point him to the path that leads to duty and
to Him who gives to duty its reward.

CHARGE AT INITIATION

Brother: As you are now introduced to the
first principles of Freemasonry,I congratulateyou
on being acceptedinto this ancientand honorable
Fraternity: ancient, as having existed from time
immemorial; and honorable,as tending in every

Entered Apprentice 67

particular so to render all men who will be con-
formable to its precepts. No institution was ever
raisedon a betterprinciple or a moresolid founda-
tion; nor were eve: moreexcellent rulesand useful
maxims laid down than are inculcatedin the sev-
eral Masonic lectures. The wisest and best men
in all ageshavebeenencouragersand promotersof
our Art, and have never deemed it derogatory to
their dignity to level themselveswith the Fraternity,
to extend its privileges, and to patronize its as-
semblies.

There are three greatduties which as a N4ason
you are charged to inculcate: To God, to your
neighbor, and to your self. To God, in never
mentioningHis namesavewith that reverentialawe
which is due from the creature to his Creator, in
always imploring His aid in all your laudableun-
dertakings,and in ever esteemingHim as the chief
good. To your neighbor, in acting upon the square
and doing unto him as you would that he should
do unto you. And to your sell, in avoiding all
irregularities and intemperancewhich may impair
your faculties or debasethe dignity of your pro-
fession.

A zealousattachmentto these dutieswill insure
public and private esteem.

In the stateyou are to be a quiet and peaceable
citizen, true to your governmentand just to your
country. You are not to countenancedisloyalty or
rebellion, but to submit patiently to legal authority
and to conformwith cheerfulnessto the government
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of the country in which you live, yielding obedience
to the laws which afford you protection.

In your outwarddemeanor be particularly care-
ful to avoid censureor reproach. Let not interest,
favor, or prejudtce bias your integrity or influence
you to be guilty of dishonorableaction.

Although your frequent appearanceat our regu-
lar meetingsis earnestlysolicited, yet it is not meant
that Freemasonryshould interferewith your neces-
sary vocations,for these are on no account to be
neglected. Neither are you to suffer your zeal for
the Institution to lead you into argumentwith
those who through ignorancemay ridicule it.

At your leisure hours, that you may improve in
Masonic knowledge,you are to conversewith well-
informed brethren,who will always be as ready to
give, as you will be to receive, instruction.

Finally, my brother, keep sacred and inviolate
the 1\Ivsteries of the Order; as these are to dis-
tinguish you from the rest of the community and
mark your consequenceamong Masons.
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Andeni Apron of the Mysteries
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F FELLOW CRAFT

FIRST SECTION

RECEPTION

* * *

S

w

The Scripture lesson is read irom Amos 7: 7-8. Ma,ter and Wardens
stand immediately alter circumanshulation begins~ the Master is
uncovered Scripture reading begins immediately after passing South
on SECOND circuit.
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* *

“Thus he shewed me: and, behold, the Lord
stood upon a wall made by a plumbline, with a
plumbline in His hand.

is *

“And the Lord said unto me, Amos, what seest
thou? And I said, A plumbline. Then said the
Lord, Behold, I will set a plumbline in the midst
of my people Israel:

•ls *

“I will not again pass by them any more.,~

ALTAR

. * ,
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THE WORKING TOOLS

The Working Tools of a Fellow Craft Mason
are the Plumb, Square, and Level, and are thus
explained:

The Plumb is an implement used by Operative
Masonsto try perpendiculars,the Squareto square
their work, and the Level to prove horizontals;but
we, as Free and Accepted Masons,are taught to
use them for more noble and glorious purposes.
The Plumb admonishesus to walk uprightly in our
severalstationsbefore God and man, squaring our
actions by the Squareof Virtue, ever remembering
that we are traveling upon the Level of Time to
that “undiscoveredcountry, from whosebourne no
traveler returns.”

is is is

The symbols of those instruments used by aichitects
are unknown to common observers,who see in them
simply a square,a level, and a plumb; but Free and
Accepted Masons recognize them as emblemsof certain
moral principles and religious duties which, if followed
out as they should be, would render all men valuable
members of society.
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The Square teaches us to regulate our lives and
actions according to Masonic line and rule, and so to
harmonizeour conducein this life as to renderus accept-
able to that Divine Being from whom all goodness
springs and to whom ~ve must give an account of all
our actions.

The Level demonstratesthat we are all sprung from
the samestock,partakeof the samenature,and sharethe
same hope. And although distinctions among men are
necessaryto preserve subordination,no eminenceof sta-
tion should make us forget that we are brothers. He
who is placed on the lowest spoke of Fortune’s wheel is
equally entitled to our I egard; for a time will come, and
the best and wisest of us know not how soon, when all
distinctionssave thoseof goodnessand virtue shall cease,
and Death, the grand leveler of all human greatness,
shall reduce us to the same estate.

The infallible Plumb, which, like Jacob’sladder, con-
nects heavenand earth, is the criterion of rectitude and
truth. It teachesus to walk justly and uprightly before
God and man, turning neither to the right nor to the left
from the strict paths of virtue; not to be an enthusiast,
persecutor, slanderer or reviler of religion, bending
neither towards avarice, injustice, malice, revenge, nor
the envy and contemptof mankind, but giving up every
selfish propensitywhich may have a tendencyto injure
others. To steer the bark of this life over the rough
seasof passion, without quitting the helm of rectitude, is
the highestperfection to which human naturecan attain;
and as the builder raises his column by the aid of the
Level and the Plumb, so ought every Mason to conduct
himself towards this world. To observea due medium
between avarice and profusion; to bold the scales of
justice with equal poise; to make his passions and
prejudicescoincide with the strict line of his duty; and
in all his pursuits to have eternity in view.
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74 Fellow Craft

Thus the Square teachesmorality, the Level equality,
and the Plumb justice and uprightnessof life and actions.
So by squareconduct, level steps,and upright intentions,
we hope to ascendto thoseblessedmansionswhence all
goodnessemanates.

0

SECOND SECTION
Masonry is called a progressivescience. Ii may also

be defined as a system of morals applicable to life, but
veiled in allegory and illustrated by symbols. For the
more regular advancementin the knowledgeof its mys-
teries it is divided into severalclassesand degrees. Ac-
cording to the progresswe make, we limit or extend our
inquiries, and in proportion to our capacity therein, we
attain to a lesser or a greaterdegreeof perfection.

The two sectionsof this degree form important parts
of the great edifice of Masonry.

The first, while purely ceremonial,is designedto lead
the mind to a properconsiderationof its symbols,which
have been so wisely selectedand are so happily designed
to inculcatethe great lessonsof morality and truth. In
this, thesecond section,your attention will be directedto
new and more interestingsymbols, and I shall endeavor
to give you some idea of their Masonic application.

The question is frequentlyasked,“Why does Masonry
teachby symbols?“ To the studentthe answernaturally
suggests itself. Masonry is the oldest of all existing
societies—noart, no scienceprecededit. When it came
into existenceletters were unknown, and the recordsof
passingevents were carved on stone,engravedin burnt
clay, or recorded on other material in the foim of
pictorial representations.

As theyearspassedand man’s intellectual powerswere
developed,written charactersor letterscameinto use, of
which today nearly three hundredhave beendeciphered,
while a large number yet remain unknown. But not-
withstanding the invention of alphabets,man still clung

F
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to the pictured ideas, for they were more pleasing and
intelligible to the sight. Thus has Masonry retained
this most ancient or primitive method of instruction; and
by its symbols appealingto the physical sight it seeksto
impressupon the heart and mind its great lessons.

It is not the ritualistic ceremonies and observances
alone that constituteMasonry; they are merely the intro-
duction to and the beginning of Masonic life. Yet they
are of the highest importance; theyare to Masonrywhat
the foundation or substructure is to a building. It mat-
ters not how beautiful, statelyor superb a building may
appear; if the foundation is too narrow or its construc-
tion faulty, the building will be defectiveand its perma-
nency doubtful. If the rendition of the ritual is faulty
or expressionless,its beauty is marred, and favorable
impression upon the novitiate so necessaryto translateits
symbolic meaninginto an intelligible appreciationof its
beautiful teachings, may fail of realization. The ritual
accuratelyand impressivelyrenderedmayprove a potent
factor In inciting higher ideals and in fashioninghis life
in conformity with the principles expressedor implied
in our beautiful symbolism.

To you, my brother, the gauge, gavel, square, level,
and plumb should no longer be merely the working tools
of an Operative Mason’s art, but visible, tangible em-
blems of great moral ti uths and duties.

You now representa Fellow Craft Mason on
his way to the Middle Chamberof King Solomon’s
Temple; and it becomesmy duty to explain to you
the variety of objects which will attract your at-
tention as you proceed, and to inform you that
Freemasonryis consideredundertwo denominations
—Operative and Speculative.

We work as SpeculativeMasonsonly, but our
ancient brethren wrought in both Operative and
SpeculativeMasonry. They workedat the building
of King Solomon’sTemple, and many othersacred
and important edifices.
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By OPERATIVE MASONRY we allude to a
pioper application of the useful rules of architec-
ture, whencea structurewill derivefigure, strength,
and beauty, and whencewil[ result a dueproportion
and a just correspondencein all its parts.

It furnishes us with dwellings, and with convenient
shelter from the vicissitudes and inclemencies of the
seasons;and while it displays the effects of humanwis-
dom, as well in the choice as in the arrangementof the
sundry materials of which an edifice is composed,it
demonstratesthat a fund of science and industry is im-
planted in man for the best, most salutary, and benef-
icent purposes.

The Operative Mason directs his labors to the con-
struction of material edifices composedof stone, brick,
and mortar, which, like all things temporal, must sooner
or later succumbto the inevitable ravagesof time.

By SPECULATIVE MASONRY we learn to
subdue the passions, act upon the square, keep a
tongue of good seport, maintain secrecy,and prac-
tice charity.

It is so far interwovenwith religion as to lay us under
obligations to pay that rational homage to the Deity
which at once constitutesour duty and our happiness. It
leads the contemplative Mason to view with reverence
and admiration the glorious works of creation, and
inspires him with the most exalted ideas of the perfec-
tions of his divine Creator.

The Speculative Mason, therefore, is a moral builder
for eternity, fitting immortal nature for that spiritual
building which shall exist when earth’s proudest monu-
mental piles shall have crumbled into dust, and the glory
and greatnessof earth shall have been forgotten.

“When the vast sun shall veil his golden light
Deep in the gloom of everlasting night,
When wild, destructive flames shall wrap the skies,
When ruin triumphs, and when nature dies;
Man, alone, shall the wreck of worlds survive.
‘Mid falling spheresimmortal man shall live.”K
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This section of the lectureof this degreerefers also to
the origin of the Jewish Sabbath, as well as to the
mannerin which it was kept by our ancient biethren.

Befoie the Almighty was pleasedto commandthis vast
world into existence,the elementsand materials of cre-
ation lay mixed together without distinction or form.
Darknesswas upon the face of the deep. And the spirit
of God moved upon the face of the waters. And God
said, “Let there be light I” and there was light.

And as it pleasedGod to be six days in commanding
order liom chaos, man should reflect that even Deity
moves with due deliberation.

The Almighty, having finished the six days’ woilr,
testedon the seventh. He blest, hallowed, and sanctified
it. He thereby taught man to work industriously sic
days; but strictly commandedhim to rest on the seventh
—the better to contemplate the beautiful works of cre-
ation, to adore Him as the Creator, to go into His
sanctuaries,and to offer up praises for life and every
blessing he so amply enioys at His bountiful hands.

Osir ancient btethrenworked six daysand con-
secrated the seventh as a day of rest from their
labors. It was theit custom to assembleon the
eventng of the sixth day of each weelc in the Mid-
dle Chamberof King Solomon’s Temple, thete to
receive their wagesas Fellow Crafts.

Their way thither led through a long porch
or passageof the Temple, at the outer entrance
of which were placed two large columns, or
PILLARS, which you see here represented,and
which you will find in all regular and well-
furnishedLodgesof Fellow Craft Masons:the one
on the left or North, called Boaz, and the other
on the right or South, called Jachin (Jack-in).
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THE PILLARS OF THE PORCH
Thesepillars are referred to in I Kings 7:15; 2 Kings

25:17; 2 Chron. 3:15 and 4:12; Jer. 52:21; and Ezek,
40:49. Josephus,the Jewish historian, has handeddown
a description of them, and, Mackey’s Lexicon of Free-
masonry containsanother. All accountsdiffer in certain
respects; and in fact the details are so confused that
Masonic authorities are not in accord on any exceptthe
chief features,which seem to be as follows: The height
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of the pillar itself is given in all the accountsbut one as
eighteencubits; and the chapiter which swells out above
it is said to have been five cubits in height. But, as it

~ overlappedthe top to the extentof half a cubit, the total
height was twenty-two and one-half cubits. As the cubit
is usually calculated to have been eighteen inches, this
gives us the total height of the pillar and its capital as
thirty-threefeet, nine inches. Its circumferenceis given
as twelve cubits or eighteen feet, which would make its
diameter just under six feet. The pillars were hollow,
and the thicknessof the metal of which they were com-
posed is usually supposed to have been three inches;
though it hassometimesbeengiven as four. Also, it has
been said that there were doors at the back of each
pillar, opening into three archives, where books of the
Law and other recordswere kept in safety.

It has been supposedthat Solomon, in erectingthese
pillars, had reference to the Pillar of Cloud and the
Pillar of Fire which went before the Israelites in the
wilderness; and that the right hand, or south pillar,
representedthe Pillar of Cloud, and the left hand, or
north pillar, representedthat of Fire. Solomon did not
erect them simply as ornamentsto the Temple, but as
memorialsof God’s repeatedpromisesof support to His
peopleof Israel. For the Pillar “Jachin,” derived from
the Hebrew words “Jab,” meaning “Jehovah,” and
“achin,” “to establish,” signifies that “God will establish
His house in Israel;“ while Ihe Pillar “Boaz,” com-
pounded of “b,” meaning “in,” and “oaz,” “strength,”
signifies that “in strengthshall it be established.” And
thus were the Jews, in passing throughthe porch of the
Temple, daily reminded of the promises of God, and
inspiredwith confidence in His protection and gratitude
for His many actsof kindnessto His chosen people.

The Masonic symbolism of these two pillars may be
taken as two-fold. First, in referenceto the namesof the
pillars, they are symbols of the Strength and Stability of
the Institution; and then in reference to the ancient
Pillars of Fire and Cloud, they are symbolic of our de-
pendenceon God, through all His creations,by which
alone are Strength and Stability secured.
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Above each pillar, covering it~ upper portion to a
depthof half a cubit, was a great oval-shapedbody, or
chapiter, five cubits in height. Springing out from the
pillar, at the junction of the chapiterwith it, was a row
of petals of the lotus, the water-lily of the Nile. Just
abovethis and at the beginning of the expandedpart of
the chapiter (or capital), two rows of pomegranates
were carved. Starringat the two rows of pomegranates
and extending upward, was a network which covered
thegreater part of the oval; and superimposedover the
network was an artistic arrangement of palm leaves
and chains hanging in festoons. All this work, we are
told, was executed by H. A., a widow’s son of Naphtali,
a skilled worker in metals, who was sent down to
Jerusalemby H., K. of T., especially to do this and
other metal work for the temple.

The Lily, by irs extreme whiteness and the retired
situation in which it grows, denotespurity and spiritual
enlightenment; the Network, by the intimate connection
of its parts, denotes God’s love and blessing pouring
down on all His creatures; and the Pomegranates,by
the exuberance of their seeds, denote the abundant
provisionsof Nature.

Our ancient brethren interpreted these oval-
shaped bodies as representingthe Terrestrial and
Celestial Spheres,indicating life on earth and the
life celestial;but this idea is now conveyed in the
representationsof those ancient Pillars, by the
superaddition of two Globes with their ac-
companyingmarkings.

On the convex surfaces of these Globes are
representedthe countries, seas, and various parts
of the earth; the face of the heavens,the planetary
revolutions, and other particulars.

Their principal use, besidesserving as maps to dis-
tinguish the outward partsof the earth and the situation
of the fixed stars, is to illustrate and explain the phe-
nomenaarising from the annual revolution of the earth
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around the sun and the diurnal rotation of the earthon
its own axis. They are the noblest instrumentsfor im-
proving the mind, and giving it the most distinct idea of
any problem or proposition, as well as enabling it to
solve the same. Contemplating these bodies, we are
inspiredwith due reverencefor the Deity and His works,
and are induced to encouragethe studies of Astronomy,
Geography, and Navigation, and the arts dependent
upon them, by which societyhasbeen so much benefited.
They also denotethe universalityof Masonry, andteach
us that a Mason’scharity should be equally as extensive.

Beyond the pillars you behold a FLIGHT OF
XVINDING STAIRS, leading to a place repre-
senting the Middle Chamberof King Solomon’s
Temple.

The only allusion to it in Scripture is to be found in
the sixth chapter of the First Book of Kings, and is in
these words: “The door for the middle chamberwas in
the right sideof the house;and they went up with wind-
ing stairsinto the middle chamber,and out of the middle
into the third

This Symbolical Stairway, which leads from the
ground-floor to the Middle Chamberof our Mystic
house,consistsof fifteen steps and threedivisions.
The divisions, we perceive, differ in the numberof
their steps, each having an odd number—”three,
five, and seven.” VYhile there is no positive evi-
dencethat these divisions haveany particular ref-
erence to Ancient Craft Masonry, yet the lessons
taught us, as we ascend,should impress upon the
mind of every Freemasonthe importanceof dis-
cipline, as well as knowledge of natural, mathe-
matical, and metaphysical science. The stairway
also opensto him an e,~tensiverange of moral and
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speculativeinquiry, which may prove a source of
peculiar gratification.

This flight of stairs is a grand philosophical legend,
whoserugged steps are symbols of stagesof instruction;
and our laborious ascentsymbolizes Our struggles to
reach the summit of knowledge, where alone the crafts-
man can receive his reward—the Divine Word—the
Truth.

Thesethreeprincipal divisions symbolizethe necessary
preparation for our lifework, indicating the grades or
divisions of education:namely, elementary,preparatory,
and collegiate.

The first Three Stepsallude particularly to the
organizationof our Institution into three degrees
of Entered Apprentice,Fellow Craft, and Master
Mason; to the threeprincipal officers of the Lodge,
the Worshipful Master1 the Senior and Junior
VVardens; to the three principal supportsin Ma-
sonry, Wisdom, Strengthand Beauty; becauseit
ts necessaryto havewisdom to contrive, strength
to support,and beautyto adorn all well-regulated
institutions. They also allude to the three prin-
cipal stagesof human life: Youth, Manhood, and
Old Age. That Youth, the springtime of life,
when the heart puts forth the tender leavesof

hope” and gladdensus with its fresh expectancy;
Manhood,the summer,when thoseleaves,matured,
load us with their blushing honors; Old Age, the
autumn, with chilling frosts, scattering the sear
andyellow leaveswhich fall rustling to the ground.

You will now ascendthe first three steps,com-
mencing with your right foot.*

The reason for this is that the worshiper, cobnosenc,ng has sirens
on the right foot, would find the Sante toot torwa,d on entering the
temple, a fact which was considered a fortunate omen.
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THE FIVE STEPSin this degreerefer to the
different orders of architecture.

By “order” in architecture, is meant a system
of all the members, proportions, and ornaments
of columnsand pilasters;or it is a regulararrange-
ment of the projecting parts of a building which,
united with those of a column, form a beautiful,
perfect, and complete whole.

As in painting the judicious selection of colors
and the proper blending of light and shademake
up the finished picture, so in architecture the



— -~——--z~ —

w.stiChtingargus.nl
w,stiChtingargus.nl
w.stichtingarguS.n~
w.stichtingargUS.fll
w.stichtingatgUS.fll
w.stiChtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargUS.fll
w.stiChtingarguS.nl
w.stiChtingargus.nl
w.stiChtingargus.nl
w.stiChtingargus.nl
w,stiChtingargus.nl
w.stichtingarguS.fll
w.stichtingarguS.fll
-wstiChtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.fll
w,stiChtingargus.nl
w,stichtingargus.fll
w.stiChtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.fli
w. stiChtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w .stichtingargus.fll
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stiChtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stiChtingargus.nl
w.stiChtingargusni
w.stichtingargus.nl

- w.StlChtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nil
w.stiChtingargus.nl
w.stiChtingargus.nl
w.stiChtingargus.nl
w,stiChtingargUS.fll
w.stiChtingargus.nl
w.stiChtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl

I—

84 Fellow Craft

regular disposition of the base, shaft, capital,
architrave, frieze, and cornice, with their various
ornaments, results in a symmetrical whole and
determinesthe order to which the work belongs.

From the first formation of society, order in
architecturemay be traced. ~ATelearn that when
the rigor of seasonsobliged men to contriveshelter
from the inclemency of the weather, they first
planted trees on end, and then laid others across
to support a covering. The bands which con-
nected those trees at top and bottom are said to
havegiven rise to the Idea of the baseand capital
of pillars; and from this simple hint originally
proceededthe more improved art of architecture.
The five orders are thus classed: Tuscan, Doric,
Ionic, Corinthian, and Composite.

THE TUSCAN
The Tuscan is the most simpte and solid of the five

orders. It was invented in Tuscany, whence it desives
its name. Its column is seven diametershigh; and its
capital, base, and entablaturehave but few moldings.
The simplicity of the constructionof this column renders
it eligible where osnamentwould be superfluous.

THE DORIC
The Doric, which is plain and natural, is the most

ancient and was invented by the Greeks. Its column is
eight diametershigh, and has seldom any olnamentson
base or capital, except moldings; though the frieze is
distinguished by triglyphe and metopes and triglyphs
composethe ornamentsof the frieze. The solid composi-
tion of this order gives it a preferencein structureswhere
strengthand a noble simplicity ate chiefly required. The
Doric is the best proportioned of all the orders. The
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severalpartsof which it is composedare founded on the
natural position of solid bodies. In its first invention, it
was more simple than in its present form, and the name
of Tuscan was confessedupon it In aftertimes, when
it began to be adorned, it gained the name of Doric.
Hencethe Tuscan precedesthe Doric in rank, on account
of sts resemblanceto that pillar in its original state.

THE IONIC
The Ionic bearsa kind of mean proportionbetweenthe

more solid and the more delicate orders. Its column is
nine diametershigh; its capital is adornedwith volutes;
and its corniceshave dentils. There is both delicacy and
ingenuity displayed in this pillar, the invention of which
is attributed to the lonians; as the famous Temple of
Diana, at Ephesus,was of this order. It is said to have
been formed after the model of an agreeableyoung
woman, of elegant shape,dressedin her hair, as a con-
trast to the Doric order, which was formed after that
of a strong, robust man.

THE CORINTHIAN
The Corinthian, the richest of the five orders, is

deemeda masterpieceof art. Its column is ten diameters
high, and its capital is adornedwith two rows of leaves
and eight votutes, which sustainthe abacus. The frieze
is ornamentedwith curious devices; the cornice with
dentils and modiltions. This order is usedin statelyand
superb structures. It was invented at Corinth by Calli-
machus,who is said to have taken the hint of the capital
of this pillar from the following remarkablecircum-
stance: Accidentally passing by the tomb of a young
lady, he perceived a basket of toys, covered with a tile,
placed over an acanthus-soot,having been left there by
her nurse. As the branchesgrew up, they encompassed
the basket until, arriving at the tile, they met with an
obstruction and bent downward. Callimachus, struck
with the object, setabout imitating the figure. The base
of the capital he made to represent the basket; the
abacus,the tile; and the volutes, the bending leaves.
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THE COMPOSITE
The Compositeis compoundedof the other orders,and

was contrived by the Romans. Its capital has the two
rows of leavesof the Corinthian and the volutes of the
Ionic. Its column hasquarter-rounds,asthe Tuscanand
Doric orders,and is ten diametershigh. Its cornicehas
dentils, or simple modillions. This pillar is generally
found in buildings where strength, elegance,and beauty
are displayed.

Such are the orders of architecture;and though
three thousandyears havewinged their flight since
the Grecianarchitects first executedtheir designs,
the Doric, the Ionic, and the Corinthian stand
today, as they stood in the early ages,cold embodi-
ment of Strength, Grace, and Beauty. Sculptors
havesince toiled in vain for the invention of new
designs,but the marble that unfolded its hidden
beautiesbeneathCallimachus’ classic chisel has re-
fused to awaken to a renewal of life, although
Angelo and Phideastouched the block.

These ancient and original orders are most
revered by Masons. The Ionic we Masonically
term the column of ‘Wisdom, becauseit wisely
combines the proportions of strength and grace.
It stands in the East and is representedby the
WorshipfulMaster. The Doric standsin the West.
Becauseit is the pillar of Strengthin the Opera-
tive Masonictemple, it is representedby the Senior
Warden, the strong pillar in our Speculative
temple. The Corinthian, in all its virginal sym-
metry and foliated splendor,stands in the South,
proudembodimentof eleganceand Beauty; and is
representedby the Junior Warden,whoseduty it
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is to observe the sun at its meridian height, which
is the beauty and glory of the day.

* * *

THE FIVE STEPSalso denote the five senses
of human nature, which are Hearing, Seeing,
Feeling, Smelling, and Tasting.

THE FIVE SENSESOF
HUMAN NATURE

The sensesare the avenuesthrough which the
soul touchesthe world of material things. The
objects of human knowledgeare lnnumerable;the
channelsby which this knowledge is conveyed are
few.

HEARING
Hearing is that senseby which we distinguish sounds,

and are capable of enjoying all the agreeablecharmsof
music. By it we are enabled to enjoy the pleasures of
society, and reciprocally to communicate to one another
Our thoughts and intentions, our purposesand desires;
and thus our reason is rendered capable of exerting its
utmost power and energy. The soul or spiritual sideof
our nature is, therefore, more dependenton this sense
for its full growth, co~ordinatlon, and development than
on any other of the five specialsenses. This sensecon-
veys to the infant the sound of its mother’s voice, that
most potent, most precious, and most priceless of all
influences in the nurturing and maturing of character,
which begins to unfold even in early infancy. The wise
and beneficent Author of Nature intended by the forma-
tion of this sensethat we be socialcreatures,and receive
the greatest and most important part of our knowledge
from social intercourse with one another. For these pur-
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poseswe are endowedwith hearing, that, by a proper
exertion of our rational powers, our happinessmay be
complete.

SEEING
Seeingis that senseby which we distinguish objects,

and in an instant of time, without changeof place or
situation,view armies in battle array, figures of the most
stately structures,and all the agreeablevariety displayed
in the landscapeof Nature. By this sensewe find our
way on the pathlessocean,traversethe globe of earth,
determineits figure and dimensions, and delineateany
region or quarterof it. By it we measurethe planetary
orbs and make new discoveriesin the sphereof the fixed
stars. Nay, more, by it we perceive the tempers and
dispositions, the passions and affections of our fellow.
creatureswhen they wish most to concealthem; so that,
though the tongue may be taught to lie and dissemble,
the countenancewill display the hypocrisy to the discern-
ing eye. In fine, the rays of Light which administerto
this senseare the most astonishingpartsof the animated
creation, and render the eye a peculiar object of admir-
ation. Its structure and its appurtenancesevince the
admirablecontrivance of Nature for performing all its
various external and internal motions; while the vatiety
displayed in the eyesof different animals, suited to their
several ways of life, clearly demonstratesthis organ to
be one of Nature’s greatestmasterpieces.

FEELING
Feeling is that senseby which we distinguish the dif-

ferent qualities of bodies: such as heat and cold, hard-
ness and softness, roughness and smoothness, figure,
solidity, motion, and extension.

These threesenses,Hearing, Seeing,and Feeling, are
deemedpeculiarly essentialamongMasons. They have
always been highly revered; becauseby Hearing we
hearthe word, by Seeingwe see the sign, and by Feeling
we feel the token whereby one brother may know another
in darknessas well as in the light.
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SMELLING

Smelling is that senseby which we distinguish odors,
the various kinds of which convey different impressions
to the mind. Animal and vegetablebodies,and indeed
most other bodies,while exposedto the air, continually
send forth effluvia of great subtlety, as well in the state
of life and growth as in the state of fermentation and
putrefaction.Theseefiluvia, drawn into the nostrils along
with the air, are a meansby which all bodies are dis-
tinguished. Hence it is evident that thereis a manifest
design in the great Creator’shaving planted the organ
of smell in the inside of that canal through which the
air continually passesin respiration.

TASTING

Tasting enablesus to make a proper distinction in the
choiceof our food. The organ of this senseguards the
entrance of the alimentary canal, as that of smelling
guards the entranceof the canal for respiration. From
the situation of both these organs, it is plain that they
were intended by Nature to distinguish wholesomefood
from that which is injurious. Everythingthat enters into
the stomachmust undergothe scrutiny of tasting; and by
it we are capable of discerning the changeswhich the
same body undergoes in the different compositions of
cookery, chemistry, pharmacy, etc.

Smelling and tasting are inseparablyconnected;and it
is by the unnatural kind of life men commonly lead in
society that these sensesare renderedless fit to perform
their natural offices.

The proper use of these Five Sensesenablesus
to form just and accuratenotions of the operations
of Nature. And when we reflect on the objects
with which our sensesare gratified, we are enabled
lo attendto them till they becomefamiliar objects
of thought, and we becomeconsciousof the infinite
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depth of love manifestedby the Creator towards
the creaturesof His creation.

On the mind all our knowledge must depend. What,
therefore,can be a morepropersubjectfor the investiga.
tion of Masons? This transcendentexpressionof God’s
bounty to man includes Memory, Imagination, Taste,
Reasoning,Moral Perception,and all the active powers
of the soul, and presentsa vast and boundlessfield for
philosophical disquisition which far exceedshuman in-
quiry and involves peculiar mysteries,known only to
Natureandto Nature’sGod to whom we are all indebted
for creation, preservation,and every blessing we enjoy.

You will now ascendthe Five Steps,commencing
this time with the left foot, where we left off.

, * *

The Seven Steps allude to many sevens—the
seven sabbaticalyears, sevenyears of plenty, seven
years of famine, seven years to build King Solo-
mon s Temple,sevengoldencandlesticlcs—butmore
particularly to the SevenLiberal Arts andSciences.

THE SEVEN LIBERAL ARTS
AND SCIENCES

The Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences,which are
Grammar,Rhetoric, Logic, Arithmetic, Geometry,
Music, andAstronomy,are here illustrated. Gram-
mar is the sciencewhich teachesus to expressour
ideasin appropriatewords, which wemay afterward
beautify and adorn by meansof Rhetoric; while
Logic instructs us how to think and reason with
propriety, and to make language subordinate to
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thought. Arithmetic, which is the scienceof com-
puting by numbers,is absolutelyessential,not only
to a thorough knowledge of all mathematical
science,but also to a proper pussuit of our daily
vocations. Geometry,or the applicationof Arith-
metic to sensible quantities, is of all sciencesthe
most important, sinceby it we are enabledto ineas-
ure and survey the globe that we inhabit. Its
principles et~tend to other spheres;and, employed
in the contemplationand measurementof the sun,
moon, and heavenly bodies, they constitute the
science of Astronomy. Lastly, when our minds
are filled and our thoughts enlargedby the con-
templationof all the wonderswhich thesesciences
open to our view, Music comesforward, to soften
our heartsand cultivateour affectionsby its sooth-
ing influences.

This division of the Winding Stairs, unlike the other
two, has in this degree but one signification, that of
knowledge in general. In the seventh century, and in
fact for a long time afterwards,the circle of instruction
to which all of the learning of the most distinguished
philosopherswas confined,was limited to what wasthen
called the Seven Liberal Arts and Sciences,which were
divided into two branches,the Trivium and the Quad-
rivium.

The Trivium included Grammar,Rhetotic, and Logic;
and the Quadrivium, Arithmetic, Geometry,Music, and
Astronomy. The word Trivsum was derived from the
old Latin and signified a place where three roads met.
Quadriviummeansa placewhere four roadsmeet,or as
we say,a “crossroads,”hencethe origin of the term, the
“paths of learning.” These sevenheadswere supposed
to include univelsal knowledge; and he who was master
of thesewas thoughtto have no need of a preceptorto
explain any books or to solve any of the problems that
come within the compassof humanreason.The Trivium
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has fui-nished him with a key to all language; and the
Quadrivium has opened to him all the secret laws of
Natuse. At a time when few were instructed in the
Trivium and very few studied the Quadrivium, to be
master of both was sufficient to complete one’s character
as a philosopher. The propriety, therefore, of adopting
the SevenLiberal Arts and Sciencesas symbolic of the
last stage of human learning is apparent; and although
all of the beautiful and instructive lessonsof this lecture
should be carefully absorbedby the mind, particularlyso
should the symbolism of these SEVEN STEPS, repre-
sentingGrammar,Rhetoric,Logic, Arithmetic, Geometry,
Music, and Astronomy.

GRAMMAR
Grammar, teaching the proper arrangementof woids

accordingto the idiom or dialect of anyparticular people,
is the key by which alone the door can be openedto the
understandingof speech. It is Grammar which reveals
the admirable art of languageand unfolds its various
constituentparts—theirnames,definitions, and respective
offices; it unravels, as it were, the thread of which the
web of speechis composed. These reflections seldom
occur to any man before his acquaintancewith the art;
yet it is most certain that, without a knowledge of
Grammar, it is xery difficult
precision, and purity, to speak with propriety,

RHETORIC
It is by Rhetoric that the art of speakingeloquentlyis

acquired. To be an eloquent speaker, in the proper
senseof the word, is far from being either a common or
an easyattainment; it is the art of being persuasiveand
commanding,the art, not only of pleasingthe fancy, but
of speakingboth to the understandingand to the heart.

LOGIC
Logic is that science which directs us how to form

clear and distinct ideasof things, and therebyprevents
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us from being misled by their similitude. It consistsof
a regular train of argumentwhence we infes, deduce,
and conclude, according to certain premiseslaid down,
admitted, or granted; and in it are employed the facul-
ties of conceiving, judging, reasoning,and disposing,all
of which are naturally led on from one gradation to
anotheruntil the point in question is finally determined.
Of all the sciences,that concerningthe human mind is
certainly most worthy of study; and the proper manner
of conducting its several powers in the attainment of
truth and knowledge is a noble acquisilion. This science
ought to be cultivated as the foundation or groundwork
of our inquiries, particularly in the pursuit of thosesub-
lime principles which claim our attention as Masons.

ARITHMETIC
Arithmetic is the art of numbering, or that part of

mathematicswhich considers the properties of numbers
in general. We have but a very imperfect idea of things
without quantity, and as imperfecta conception of quan-
tity itself without the help of Arithmetic. All the works
of the Almighty are made in number, weight, and
measure;therefore, to understandthem rightly we must
understand arithmetical calculations. The greater ad-
vancement we make in the mathematical sciences, the
more capable we shall be of considering the ordinary
objects of our conceptions;and finally, we shall be led
therebyto a morecomprehensiveknowledgeof our great
Creator and the works of His Creation. It teachesthe
SpeculativeMason to strive always to add to his knowl-
edge, never to subtract anything from the character of
his neighbor, to multiply his benevolencesto his fellow
creatures, and to divide his means with a suffering
brother.

GEOMETRY
Geometrytreats of the powersand propertiesof mag-

nitudes in general,where length, breadth, and thickness
are considered:from a point to a line, from a line to a
surface, and from a surface to a solid.



w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w. stichtingargus.nl
w. stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w. stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w,stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.slichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl

94 Fellow Craft

A point is the beginning of all geometricalmatter.
A line is a continuation of a point.
A surface is a figure o~ two dimensions namely, length

and breadth.
A solid is a figure of three dimensions,namely, length,

breadth, and thickness(for example, a cube).
With the aid of Geometrythe architect can draw his

plans and execute his designs, the general can arrange
his soldiers, the engineercan mark out groundsfor en-
campments,the geographercan measurethe dimensions
of the world and all things therein contained, delineate
the extent of the seas,and specify the divisions of em-
pires, kingdoms, and provinces. By it the astronomer
also can make his observations,and fix the duration of
times and seasons,years and cycles. In fine, Geometry
is the foundation of architectureand the root of mathe-
matics.

MUSIC
Music is that elevated science which affects the pas-

sions by sound. There are few whu have not felt its
charmsand acknowledgedits expressionto be intelligible
to the heart. It is a languageof delightful sensations,
far more eloquentthan words. It breathesto the ear the
clearest intimations; it touches and gently agitates the
agreeableand sublime passions;it wraps us in melan-
choly, and elevatesus in joy; it dissolvesand inflames;
and it melts us in tenderness. This scienceis truly con-
genial to the natureof man; for by its powerful charms
the most discordant passions may be harmonized and
brought into perfect unison. But it never soundswith
such seraphic harmony as when employed in singing
hymns of praise to the Creator of the universe.

To be without a perceptionof the charms of Music, is
to be without the finer traits of humanity. It is the
medium which gives the natural world communication
with the spiritual; and few are they who have not felt
its power and acknowledgedits expressionto be intel-
ligible to the heart.
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It has a voice for every age and a capacity for every
degreeof taste and intelligence. Its lullaby soothesthe
infant in his mother’s arms; its joyous notes wing the
tripping feet in the dance; its martial tones inspire the
spirit of patriotism, nervethe warrior’s arm, and fire his
heart. The stirring strains of national airs, heard on
the rough edge o~ battle, have ever thrilled the soldier,
causing him to burn with an emulous desire to lead the
perilous advance, and animating him to deedsof heroic
valor and the most sublime devotion.

Here the organist pisys softly the strains of ~~1-iome,Sweet i1ome,~

or some other well-known lullaby, during which the Deacon continues.

It was our mothers’ cradle song, and has often lulled
us to sleep in infancy. The mellowing tides of old
cathedralairs, vibrating throughaisles and arches,have
stilled the ruffled spirit, and, sweepingasidethe discord-
ant passionsof men,have bornethem along its resistless
current, until their united voiceshave joined in swelling
the chorus of the heaven•bornanthem:

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth,
Peace,good will to men.

Again, it lulls the passionsof men, and lifts as by
Divine influence the burdenof care from the weary and
heavy-laden. And finally, when the soul yearnsfor those
unseenvistas which are beyondthe span of the present
hour, for that communion with God which is its highest
life, Music, the handmaidof heaven,bearsthe spirit up
and gives it a taste of immortality.

ASTRONOMY

Astronomy is that sublime science which inspires the
contemplativemind to soar aloft and read the wisdom,
strength,and beautyof the GreatCreator in the heavens.
How nobly eloquent of the Deity is the celestial hemi-
sphere,spangled with the most magnificent heralds of
His infinite glory! They speakto the whole universe;
for thereis no peoplesobarbaric that theydo not under-
stand, and no nation so distant that they cannot hear.
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The heavensdeclarethe glory of God;
And the firmament sheweth His handrwork.
Assisted by Astronomy, we can obseive the magni-

tudes, and calculate the periods and eclipses of the
heavenlybodies. By it we learn the use of the globes,
the system oE the worlds, and the preliminary laws of
Nature. While we are employed in the study of this
science,we must perceive unparalleledinstancesof wis-
dom and goodness,and throughthe whole creation trace
the glorious Author by His works.

My brother, having perfectedyour knowledge in the
groundwork of learning, we will ascendthe Seven Steps.

* * 55

0

EMBLEM OF PLENTY

* * * * * * * *

The Ephraimiteshad long been a stubbornand
rebellious people, whom Jephthahhad often sought
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to subdue by mild and lenient measures;but to
no avail. Highly incensedat Jephthahfor not hav-
ing beencalled to fight and share in the rich spoils
of the Amonitish war, they gathered together a
mighty army, crossedthe river Jordan, and pre-
pared to give Jephthahbattle; but he, being ap-
prised of their approach,called together the men
of Israel,went out, gavethem battle, andput them
to flight. To make his victory complete, he sta-
tioned guards at the passeson the banks of the
river, and said unto them: “If you seeany strang-
erspassthis way, say unto them, ‘Say Shibboletb.’“
The Ephraimites,being of a different tribe, could
not frameto pronounceShibboleth,but insteadcould
say only Sibboleth. And therefell that day on the
field of battle, and at the several passeson the
banks of the river, forty and two thousand;after
which Jephthahruled quietly in [srael until the
time of his death,which was six years.

The passage of Scripture referred to In this section is found in

Judges 12: 1-6

The following lecture may be given here:
My brother, as an Entered Apprentice you were in

your Masonic childhood, and the Iseart, being more im-
pressionable,more readily received the preceptsof our
creed; and was therebybetter fitted for the receptionof
that Divine Truth, which is the full fruition of the
Mason’s hope. And now, having passedthe porch of
nus mystic temple, at the very entranceof the Middle
Chamber,where craftsmenply their tools, your Masonic
manhoodbegins; and as the faculties of the mind waken
into activity, we pause to contemplate this mighty
Masonic fabric, built on foundationsburied in the dusty
ages of the past.
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The origin of our Order is written upon the unpub-
lished pagesof antiquity. Ages ago, upon the eastern
plains, it has been said, our Institution was set up,
founded upon principles more lasting than the metal
wrought into the statuesof ancient kings. Men have
come and men have gone in fleeting generations,but the
principles of this sacredOrder go on forever. Seasons
like a whirling wheel have fled as hours down through
the dim corridors of time; but through the tempest and
the storm, through the attrition of the waves and the
gliding sandsof life, throughevil report as well as good,
Freemasonryhas ever stood unshaken. The lapse of
time, the ruthless hand of ignorance,and the devasta-
tions of war have laid waste and destroyedmany valu-
able monumentsof antiquity, on which the utmost exer-
tions of human genius have been employed. Even the
Temple of Solomon, so spacious and magnificent, and
constructedby so many celebrated artists, escaped not
the unsparingravagesof barbarousforce. Freemasonry,
notwithstanding, still survives. Moving serenely and
with a majestic tread, scattering blessingsand benedic-
tions in its path, like that wonderful river of Egypt whose
beneficenttide moistensthe parched sod and strews its
coursewith abundantharvests,our Fraternity hasmain-
tained its benevolent influence, spreading wider and
wider over the earthwith the passingof the years. The
attentiveear still receivesthe sound from the instructive
tongue, and the mysteries of Masonry are still safely
lodged in the respositoryof faithful breasts.

Ever since symmetry began and harmonydisplayedher
charms, Operative Masonry has had a being. The
architectural ruins discoveredin Nineveh, Babylon, and
Thebes,and the tombs and obelisks scatteredalong the
banks of the Nile attestthe skill with which our ancient
brethren wrought. But to our Jewish and Tyrian breth-
ren belongthe triumphs of artistic skill.

Seven long years and a half, mid a silence unbroken
by the sound of iron tool, they toiled on Mount Moriah
in the erectionof a monumentto the living God. All the
beauty of design and eleganceof embellishmentknown
to scienceand art were employedin its construction;and
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when the woik was done, Architecture was beggared.
But the Temple stood, a worthy habitation for the
Shekinah, and a glorious monument to the genius of
Operative Masonry.

As a practical art it has hitherto concerneditself with
man’s temporal wants, furnishing him with temples and
dwellings in life, and with tombs and mausoleums in
death. It abuunded in technical terms, and employed
numerousinstrumentspeculiar to itseH; but the intimate
associationsof the Masonsemployed in the building of
King Solomon’sTemple revealed the truth: That above
and beyond the mere gratification of our physical wants
were the moral and spiritual cravings of mankind, a
necessityfor social intercourse,and recognition of man’s
duties to his fellowman; and King Solomon, inspised by
the Deity, conceivedthat grand idea which culminated
in Speculative Masonry, a system which, entering into
abstruseinvestigationsof the soul, remindsus of a higher
and better life, and eternity beyond the grave; a pro-
found Science that takes from the Operative Art its
technicalterms, its implements,and its rules,clothesthem
in symbolism and teachesthe SpeculativeMason their
spiritual use. Thus Freemasonrycomesto us from the
Temple, an Operative Art combined with Speculative
Science. The languageand implements of the artisan are
usedfor the inculcation of the doctrine of pure ethics.

It makes no professionof Christianity, and wars not
against sectariancreedsor doctrines; but looks forward
to the time when the labor of our ancientbrethren shall
be symbolizedby the erectionof a spiritual templewhose
moral grandeurshall be commensuratewith civilization;

A templein which thereshall be but one altar and but
one worship; one common altar of Masonry, on which
the Veda, Sutra, Zend-Avesta, Koran, and Holy Bible
shall lie untouchedby sacrilegioushands;and at whose
shrine the Hindoo, the Persian,the Assyrian, the Chal-
dean, the Egyptian, the Chinese, the Mohammedan,the
Jew, and the Christian may kneel and with one united
voice celebratethe praisesof the SupremeArchitect of
the Universe.
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The * ~ * is a perpetual condemnationof pro-
fanity, untruthfulness, impiety, and vice. No
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brother who in his heart has bowed before this
sacred emblem,can ever forget it. He will never
speak the name of the Grand Masterof the Uni-
verse but with reverence,awe, and love. He will
learn by studying the mystic meaningof the * * *

to model his life after the Divine Plan, and thus
instructed,he will strive to be one with God in the
spirit of love and charity.

Every brother admitted within the walls of this
Middle Chambershould heed the lessonshere in-
culcated, and considerthat as a Fseemasonhe is
a builder, not of a material edinfice, but of a temple
more glorious than that of Solomon—a temple of
honor, of justice, of purity, of knowledge, and of
truth—and that these tools of the Operative
Mason’s art indicate the labors he is to perform,
the dangershe is to encounter,and the preparations
he is to make in the uprearing of that spiritual
temple wherein his soul will find rest forever and
forevermore.

— 0

THE MORAL ADVANTAGES OF
GEOMETRY

Geometry, the first and noblest of the sciences,is the
basis upon which the superstructureof Freemasonryis
erected. By Geometry,we may curiously ts ace Nature

* * 5
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through her various windings to her most concealed
recesses. By it, we discover the power, wisdom, and
goodnessof the Grand Artificer of the Universe, and
view with delight the proportionswhich connectthis vast
machine. By it, we discover how the planetsmove in
their respective orbits and demonstrate their various
revolutions. By it, we account ~or the return of the
seasons,and the variety of scenes which each season
displays to the discerning eye. Numberlessworlds are
around us, all framed by the same Divine Artist, which
roll throughthe vast expanse,and are all conductedby
the same unerring law of Nature.

A survey of Nature, and the observationof her beau-
tiful proportions, first determined man to imitate the
devine plan and study symmetry and order. This gave
rise to societies and birth to every useful art. The
architect beganto design; and the plans which he laid
down, improved by time and experience,have produced
works which are the admiration of every age.

Tools and implements of architecture and symbolic
emblems most expressiveare selectedby the Fraternity
to imprint on the mind wise and serioustruths; and thus,
through a succession of ages, have been transmitted
unimpairedthe most eKcellent tenetsof our Institution.

The following lecture on Geometryis sometimes
given, in lieu of the foregoing:

Geometry,the first and noblestof sciences,is the bass
upon which the superstructureof Freemasonryis erected.
Regarding man as a rational and intelligent being
capable of enjoymentand pleasureto an extent limited
only by the acquisition of useful knowledge, our Order
points him to ihe study of the Liberal Arts and Sciences,
and to the possessionof knowledge as the most fitting
andproperoccupationfor the God-like endowmentswith
which he is gifted.

Indeed, all who frequent our Masonic Temple are
charged to labor faithfully in the wide and unbounded
field o~ humanimprovement,from whkh they are assured
of reaping a most glorious harvest, a harvest rkh in
happinessto the ‘whole family of man,and in manifesta-
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t~on of the goodnessof God. Your attentionis especially
direcied to the science of Geometry,no royal road, ‘tis
true; but to one seekingtrue wisdom, it must prove more
attractive than palace walks by regal taste adorned.

The ancient philosophersplaced such a high estimate
upon this sciencethat all who frequentedthe groves of
the Sacred Academy were compelled to explore its
heavenlypaths; and no one whosemind was unexpanded
by its preceptswas intrusted with the instruction of the
young. Even Plato, justly deemed the first of the
philosophers,when asked as to the probableoccupation
of the Deity, replied, “He geometrizescontinually.”

If we consider the symmetry and order which govern
all the works of creation, we must admit that Geometry
pervadesthe universe. If, by the aid of the telescope
we bring the planetswithin the range of our observation,
and by the microscopeview particles too minute for the
eye, unaided, to behold, we 6nd them all pursuing the
several objects of their creadonin accordancewith the
fixed plan o~ the Almighty.

By GeometryHe roundsthe dewdrop; points the pyra-
midal icicle that hangs from thatch-boundroof; bends
into a graceful curve the foaming cataract; paints His
bow of beauty upon the canvasof a summer shower;
assimilatesthe sugar to the diamond; and in the fissures
of the earth-boundrocks forms gorgeouscaverns,thick-
set with starry gems. By it He taught the bee to store
its honey in prismaticcells; the wild gooseto rangeher
flight; the noble eagle to wheel and dart upon its prey;
and the wakesome larl~, God’s earliest worshiper, to
hymn its matin song in spiral flight. By it He forms
the tender lens of the delicate eye, rounds the blushing
cheek of beauty, curves the ruby lips, and fashions the
swelling breast that thiobs in unison with a gushing
heart. By it He paints the cheek of autumn’s mellow
fruit, forms in molds of graceful symmetry the gentle
dove, marks the myriad circles on the peacock’sgaudy
train, and decks the plumageof ten thousandwarblers
of His praise that animatethe wooded shade. By it He
fashionsthe golden carp, decks the silvery perch, forms
all 6sh of every fin and tribe that coursethe majestic

7
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ocean,cut the placid lake, or swim in gentlebrook. Yea,
more, even the glassy elementin which they dwell, when
by gentle zephyrs stirred, sends its chasing waves in
graceful curves by God’s own finger traced in parallel.
Above, beneath,aiound us, all the works of His hands,
animate and inanimate, but prove that God geometrizes
continually.

But if man would witness the highesi evidence of
geometricalperfection, let him step out of the rude con-
struction of his own handsand view the wide o’erspread-
ing canopy of the stars, whetherfiKed as centersof vast
systems or all noiselessly pursuing their geometrical
paths in accordancewith the never-changing laws of
Nature. Nay, more, the vast fields of illimitable space
are all formed of an infinitude of circles traced by the
compassof the Almighty Architect, whose every work is
set by the Level, adjusted by the Plumb, and perfected
by the Square. Do this, my brother, and you must admit
with Plato, that God geometrizescontinually; and be
assuredwith Job, that He who stretcheththe earth upon
emptinessand fixeth the foundationthereof upon nothing,
so it cannot be moved, can bind the sweet influence of
Plejadesor loose the bands of Orion.

CHARGE AT PASSING TO THE DEGREE
OF FELLOW CRAFT

Brother: Being passedto the second degreeof
Freemasonry,we congratulateyou on your prefer-
ment. The internal, and not the external, quali-
fications of a man are what Freemasonryregards.
As you increasein knowledge,you will improve in
social intercourse.

T
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or to enlargeon the necessityof a strict adherence
to them; as your own experiencemust haveestab-
lished their value. Our laws and regulationsyou
arestrenuouslyto support,andyou areto be always
ready to assist in seeingthem duly executed. You
are not to palliate nor aggravatethe offensesof
your brethren;but in the decisionof every trespass
against our rules, you are to judge with candor,
admonish with friendship, and reprehend with
justice.

The study of the Liberal Arts, that valuable
branch of education which tends so effectually to
polish and adorn the mind, is earnestly recom-
mendedto your consideration,especiallythe science
of Geometry, which is establishedas the basis of
our art. Geometry, or Freemasonry, originally
synonymous teims, being of a divine and moral
nature, is enriched with most useful knowledge;
for while it proves the wonderful properties of
Nature, it demonstratesthe more important truths
of morality.

Your past behavior and regulardeportmenthave
merited the honor which we havenow conferred;
and in your new charactet,it is expectedthat you
will conform to the principles of the Order by
steadily perseveringin the practice of every com-
mendablevirtue. Such is the nature of your en-
gagementsas a Fellow Craft; and to these duties
you arebound by the most sacredties.

It is unnecessaryeither to recapitulatethe duties
which, as a Freemason,you arebound to discharge,
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THE ALL-SEEING EYE

“In most of the ancient languagesof Asia ‘eye’ and
‘sun’ are expressedby the same word, and the ancient
Egyptians hieroglyphically represented their principal
deity, the sun-godOsiris, by the figures of an open eye,
emblematicof the sun, by whose light we are enabledto
see, and which itself looks down from the midst of
heaven and beholdsall things. In IThe mannerMasons
have emblematically representedthe omniscienceof the
GreatArchitect o~ the Universe. We have here a copy
of the ancient Egyptian emblem of the eye of Osiris,
taken from the ancient monuments, and found both
painted and sculptured on the yet remaining temple
walls.”—Brown, Stellar Theology and Masonic Ar-
tronomy.

MASTER MASON

Freemasonry,in everydegree,as before stated, is pro-
gressive. A knowledge of it can be attainedonly by time,
patience, and application. In the first degree, we are
taught the duties we owe to God, our neighbor, and our-
selves. En the second,we are more thoroughly inducted
into the mysteriesof moral science, and learn to trace
the goodness and majesty of the Creator by minutely
analyzing His works. But the third degreeis the cement
of the whole. It is designed to unite men, by mystic
points of fellowship, in a bond of fraternal affection and
enduring loyalty. It is among brethren of this degree
that the ancient landmarksof the Order are preserved;
and it is from them that we derivethat fund of informa-
tion which none but ingenious and expert Masons can
supply. It is also from brethren of this degreethat the
rulers of the Craft are selected;for it is only from those
who are capable of giving instruction that we can
reasonablyexpectto receive it.

0

FIRST SECTION
The first sectionof this degree,as of the two preceding,

is initiatory; and a knowledge of it is indispensableto
every biother who would make himself useful in the
ceremonial transactionsof a Lodge.

0

RECEPTION

The Compasses are peculiarly consecratedto this
degree,because,within their extreme points, when prop-
erly extended,are emblematicallysaid to be enclosedthe
principal tenetsof our profession;and hencethe moral

eve OF OSIRIS

j
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application of the Compassesis to those precious jewels
of a Master Mason—Friendship,Morality, and Brotherly
Love.

S

Tire Scripture tesson is reAd from Ecriesiastes 12 1—7 ataster and
Waideosstand insmedraiefy after c,rcumambufatron begins, the Master
is uncoxered. Scripturereading begins immediatefy after passing South
on first circuit

“Remembernow thy Creator in the days of thy
youth,

“XVhile the evil days come not, nor the years
draw nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no pleasure

A4’aster A/Jason 1092

in them; While the sun, or the light, or the moon,
or the stars, be not darkened, nor the clouds re-
turn after the rain:

*

“In the day when the keepersof the houseshall
tremble, and the strong men shall bow themselves,

* ss

“and the grinders cease becausethey are few,
and thosethat look out of the windows be dark-
ened,

* 55

“And thedoorsshall be shut in the streets,when
the soundof thegrinding is low, and he shall rise
up at the voice of the bird, and all the daughtees
of music shall be brought low;

* *

“Also when they shall be afraid of that which
is high, and fears shall be in the way,

-i s- •v

“and the almond tree shall flourish, and the
grasshoppershall be a burden, and desireshall fail:

it * sa

“becauseman goeth to his long home, and the
mournersgo about the streets: Or ever the silver
cord be loosed, or the golden bowl be broken, or
the pitcherbe broken at the fountain, or thewheel
broken at the cistern.

* * *

“Then shall the dust return to the earth as it
was: and the spirit shall return unto God who
gave it.

2
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ALTAR

— II

* 55 55

0

0—

WORKING TOOLS
* * *

THE TROWEL

The Trowel is an implement made use of by
Operative Masons to spread the cement which
unites the several parts of a building into one
common mass; but we, as Free and Accepted
Masons, are taught to make useof it fc~ the more

Master Mason 111

noble and glorious purposeof spreadingthe cement
of brotherly love andaffection—thatcementwhich
unitesus into onesacredband,or societyof friends
and brothers, among whom no contention should
ever exist, but that noble contention, or rather
emulation, of who bestcan work and bestagree.

The three precious jewels of a Master Mason
are Friendship, Morality, and Brotherly Love.

—0

SECOND SECTION
This section recites the historical traditions of the

Order, and presentsto view a picture of great moral
sublimity. It recites the legend, the symbolic interpreta-
tion of which testifiesto our faith in the immortality of
the soul; while it alsoexemplifiesan instanceof integrity
and firmness seldom equaledand never excelled, and is
in strong contrast to the developmentof those passions
which debaseand ruin all who indulge in them.

The ceremonial of the Degree of Master Mason is
unquestionablythe most important, most impressive,and
most instructive portion of the Ritual of Ancient Free-
masonry. It transcendsall others in the profoundnessof
its philosophy,in the wide rangeof ideasit aims to eluci-
date, and in the dramatic interest with which it is in-
vested.Wrong interpretations,however—assumingwhat
is evidently a philosophical and ethical Mythus to be the
description of a literal fact—have in a certain degree
weakenedthe effects which it is capable of producing.

That portion of the Rite which is connectedwith the
legend of the Tyrian Artist is well worth the deep and
earnest study of thoughtful men. But it should be
studied as a myth, and not as a fact; and, if thus
accepted,it will be found exceedinglyrich in instructive
lessons—lessons,too, which admit of immensevariety of
application. Whereas, if it be regardedsimply as a
ceremonycommemorativeof historical occurrences,ii has
no philosophical importance or significance whatever.

55 55 55
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112 Master Mason

Against the notion that it is the representationof an
event that actually occurred in the Temple, it may well
be uiged that, outside of Masonic tradition, there is no
proof that such an eventas is related in connectionwith
the Temple-Builder ever took place; and, besides, the
ceremony is older, by far, than the age of Solomon.
There are charactersimpressedupon it which cannot be
mistaken. It is thoroughly Egyptian, and is closely allied
to the supreme rite of the Isianic mystesres.

Osiris, Isis, and Typhon are the threeprincipal figures
in the ancient Egyptian mythology. Typhon—i. e.,
Evil—made war upon Osiris—i. e., Beauty, Goodness,
and Truth. Between these spiritual forces, there long
raged a fierce conflict, of which all the combats, antago-
nisms, and disordersin the outward, visible world were
only far-distantechoes,or feeblereverberations.Typhon,
or Evil, for a period appearedin triumph. With his
wiles and ares, he overcameOsiris, or Truth, dismem-
bered his body, and concealedthe fragments in the
severalqua,ters of the earth. Then the whole universe
was shrouded in gloom, andresoundedwith lamentations
and mourning over the fall of the Beautiful and Good.
Isis set forth on her woful pilgrimage to find the re-
mainsof the beloved Osiris. After manydisappointments
and trials, her effoits were crowned with success. The
great day of triumph came. Typhon, or Evil, was de-
stroyed by Horus The tomb of Osiris opened; and as
the embodimentof Ordes, Truth, and Justice, he came
forth, victorious in the possessionof immortal life; and
harmony, peace,and joy prevailed through the universe.

The Egyptian rite was a dramatic representationof
these events; and its purpose is sufficiently obvious. It
pictured, in imp! essive and solemn manner, the mighty
and unceasingconflict of Truth with Error, Light with
Darkness,Beauty with Deformity, Virtue with Vice, and
Life with Death; the final, certain triumph of the former;
and the sure defeat and destructionof the latter.

This myth is the prototype of the Temple legend.
Osiris and the Tyrian Architect are one and the same;
not a mortal individual, but an idea, an Immortal Prin-
ciple. In Egyptian Freemasonry,Osiris was the type of
Beauty, Goodness,Order, and Truth. So, in the Temple-
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myth, the Tyrian is the symbol of Beautyand Order, and
of that Creative Art which is ever ready to seize the
Ideal and to incarnateit in material forms—that divine
art which robesthe physicalworld in immortal splendors,
embellishesandbeautifies life, idealizesall Nature,trans-
forming dull and prosyreality into a sunny,flowery dream:

“Clothing the palpableand the familiar
With golden exhalationsof the dawn.”

Typhon was slain; and the iniquitous triad of the
Temple met a deserveddoom. The Master’s rite from
this point of view has a wider scope and deepersigni-
ficance than if recognized as merely the record of an
historical fact. In the one case,it simply tells us that a
good man fell in the dischargeof his duty, and that his
foeswere punished. In the other, it embracesall the pos-
sible conditionsof Humanity, rangesthrough all worlds,
reveals the Law of Eternal Justice, announcesthe omni-
potenceof ‘I’ruth, and proclaims the immortality of man.

In this sense,the legend of the Tyrian is perpetually
repeatedin the history of human affairs. Orpheuswas
murdered,and his body thrown into the Hebrus; Socrates
was made to drink the hemlock;PontiusPilate, shrinking
before a priesthood, surrenderedthe Nazarene to the
rabble; Hypatia perished at the handsof a mob led by a
bishop; the Maid of Orleans, Savonarola,and Bruno
expired at the staketo atonefor differing with ecclesias-
tics; unnumbered victims of the Inquisition suffered
torture and death when a decadent and evil-inspired
clergy ran riot with vengeance. So, in all ages,we have
seen Evil temporarily triumphant and Virtue and Truth
calumniated,persecuted,crucified, and slain. But Eternal
Justice marches surely and swiftly through the world
The Typhons, the children of darkness,the plotters of
crime, all the infinitely varied forms of evil, are swept
into oblivion; and Truth and Virtue—for a time laid
low—come forth, clothed with diviner majesty, and
crowned with~ everlasting glory.

Truth, crushedto earth, will rise again;
The eternal yearsof God are hers:

While Error, wounded,writhes in pain,
And dies’ amid her worshipers.
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In th’~e urn puriusupuIr~, rile rrurr,~nr ~s~elve always
concealed a mystical meaning, and was considered a
symbol of divine ideas. But herethe twelve F. C. repre-
sentthe companionsof Isis, who assistedher in long and
wearisome search after the body of the slain Osiris:
Reuben-Judah-Ephraim~ Dan-Gad-Aselli **!h Issa-
char-Zebulon-Benjamin~ ~ ~1j -~imeon-Levi.

K
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The sprig or acacra nas, in me system, a
solemn importance. It is a handsometree, noted for its
remarkably graceful and flexible leaves of yellowish
green,which droop down and wave in the breeze, like
luxuriant locks of hair. It held a sacred place in the
ancientinitiations, and, like the weeping-willow,was the
symbol of tender sympathy and undying affection. An
emblem, too, of immortality, it was most fittingly em-
ployed to mark the last resting-placeof the distinguished
dead.

DIRGE
Solemn strikesthe fun’ral chime,
Notes of our departing time,
As we journey here below,
Thro’ a pilgrimage of woe.
Mortals now indulge a tear,
For mortality is here;
See how wide her trophies wave,
O’er the slumbers of the grave.
Here anotherguestwe bring;
Seraphsof celestial wing,
To our funeral altar come,
Waft this friend and brother home.

THF AC?’~TA TREE
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THOU, 0 God, knowestour down-sitting and
our uprising, and understandestour thoughts afar
off. Shield and defend us from theevil intentions
of our enemies,andsupportus underthe trials and
afflictions we are destinedto endurewhile traveling
through this vale of tears. Man that is born of
woman, is of few days and full of trouble. He
cometh forth as a flower, and is cut down; he fleeth
also as a shadow,and continuethnot. Seeingthat
his days are determined,the numberof his months
is with Thee; Thou hast appointedhis boundsthat
he cannot pass; turn from him that he may rest
till he shall accomplish, as an hireling, his day.
For there is hope of a tree, if it be cut down, that
it will sprout again, and that Ihe tender branch
thereof shall not cease. Though the root thereof
wax old in the earth, and the stock thereof die in
the ground, yet, through the scent of water, it will
bud and bring forth boughs like a plant. But man
dieth and wasteth away; yea, man giveth up the
ghost, and where is he? As the waters fail from.
the sea, and the flood decayethand drieth up, so
man lieth down and riseth not. Till the heavens
be no more shall he not wake nor be roused out
of his sleep. Yet, 0 Lord, have compassionon
the children of Thy creation, administer them
comfort in time of trouble, and savethem with an
everlasting salvation. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.
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XVORSHIPFUL MASTER—My brother, you have
beenraised from * * * to * * -~ * * * by * * •

*
upon * ~, which are

* * *, that indolenceshall not causeour foot-

steps to halt, nor shall wrath turn them aside;but,
forgetting every selfish consideralion, we will be
swift of foot to serve,help, andextendbenevolence
to a fellow-creature in distress, and particularly to
a brother Mason;

* ~ ~, that when on our bendedknees,invoking
the blessingsof Almighty God, we will remember
a brother Mason’s welfare as our own; foi most
assuredlywill Ihe petitions of a fervent heart be
acceptableat the Throne of Grace;

* * ~, that a brother Mason’ssecrets,when com-
municatedto and receivedby us as such,shall be as
secure and inviolable in our breastsas they were
in his beforecommunication,* * *, and these* *

for by betrayingthat trust we might be doing him
thegreatestinjury he could possibly sustain. Yea, it
would be like thevillainy of an assassinwho lurks
in the darknessto stab his adversarywhen he is
unarmed and least preparedto meet an enemy;

* * ~, that we should be ever ready to stretch
forth a hand when the necessitiesof a brother call
for our aid and support, and be ever ready to

7
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render him such assistanceto savehim from sink-
ing, as may not be detrimentalto ourselvesor our
dependents;

* ~ ~, that a brother’scharacterwe will support,

in his absenceas we would in his presence.We will
not wrongfully revile him ourselves;nor will we
suffer it to be done by othersif it is in our power
to prevent.

K. TO K. WHENE’ER WE PRAY
(ROBERT TURNEY)

F. to F., that we should go
When sickness brings a brother woe,
To cheer him on his bed of pain,
And nurse him hack to health again.
K. to K., whene’er we pray,
Ac early morn, or close of day,
A brother’s name should ctaim a share
In every thought and every prayer.
B. to B., thee still to keep
A brother’s secretshidden deep,
To all the world but us unknown,
And hotd them sacred as our own~
H. to B., with firmest grasp,
Encircling arms and friendly clasp,
We should be found at duty’s call,
To stay a brother’s tottering fall.
M. to E., whene’er we find
To err a brother is inclined,
We’ll counsel give in gentlest tone
And breatheit to his ear alone.
Then F. to F. and K. to K.,
True brothers we should ever be;
With H. to B. and B. to B.,
Each striving still to do his best,
We’ll whisper words of hope and cheer,
With C. to C. and M. to B.
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Thus, by the Five Points of Fellowship, are we
linked together in one indivisible chain of sincere
affection, brotherly love, relief, and truth; which
will sufficiently serveto distinguish us from those
who are strangersto our Masonic Order, andmay
demonstrateto the world in generalthat the word
“brother” among Masons is somethingmore than
a name.

—0

WORSHiPFUL MASTER—Thus, my brother, have I re-
hearsedto you the legend of the, Master Mason degree,
a history veneratedas a reminiscenceof days long past,
and regardedby Masonswith peculiar reverence,not so
much for the legenditself as for the solemn and sublime
doctrine it is intended to impress upon our minds—the
immortality of the soul.

As Entered Apprentices we were received among
Masonsin a stateof blindnessand destitution,emblemati-
cal of the entranceof all men upon this their mortal state
of existencewhen, weak and helpless,they arenecessarily
dependentupon others for protection and life. It incul-
catedthe striking lessonsof natural equality and mutual
dependence. It taught us to seek solace for our own
distressesin the active principlesof universal beneficence
and charity, and to extend relief and consolationto our
fellow creaturesin the hour of their affliction. It enabled
us to free the soul from the dominionof pride and preju-
dice; to look beyond the narrow limits of particular
institutions, whether civil or religious; and to view in
everymember of the humanrace a brother. Above all it
taught us to bend with humility and resignation to the
Great Architect of the Universe; to dedicateour hearts,
thus purified from every malignant passion, to His glory
and the good of our fellow creatures; and to prepare
ourselvesfor the receptionof truth and wisdom.

Passing on to the degree of Fellow Craft, in our
progressin the principles of moral truth, we were en-

2
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Master Mason

abled to contemplate the intellectual faculties, and to
trace their development through the paths of heavenly
science,even to the throne of God Himself. The secrets
of Nature and the principles of moral tiuth were thus
unveiled before us. We learned the just estimateof those
wondrous faculties with which God has endowed she
beings formed after His own image, and felt the duty
which He has thereby imposed upon us, of cultivating
this divine attribute with the most diligent and unremit-
ting care and attention; that we may be enabledto show
forth His glory and to render ourselves useful to the
happinessof mankind. The degeeeconcludeswith the
reminder that we all, without exception, are traveling
on the Level of Time to that “undiscoveredcountry from
whose bourne no traveler returns.”

To the man whosemind hasthus beenmolded to virtue
and science,Nature presentsone more great and useful
lesson—theknowledge of himself. She prepareshim by
contemplationfor the closing hours of his existence;for
when, by meansof that contemplation,shehas conducted
him throughthe intricate windingsof this mortal life, she
finally instructs him how to die. She leadshim to reflect
upon his inevitable destiny; and prompts the inward
monitor to say that, to the just and virtuous man, Death
has no terrors equal to the stain of falsehood, and that
the certainty of death at any time is preferable to the
possibility of dishonor.

Of this great principle the Master Mason degree af-
fords a glorious example in the unshaken fidelity and
noble deathof our G. M. H. A. Your representationof
our G. M. H. A. is a type of the upright man in his
progressthrough life. Although therewas a time when
othersmight implore Divine protection for him, now, in
the presenceof Death, throughhis own lips must he seek
salvation.

Strong in youth and confident in his strength,he starts
forth to execute the designs which he has drawn upon
the greatTrestle Board of his life. He essaysto salk’
forth throughthe S. G. upon the sunny period of Youth;
but at the very outset he meets his first enemy, * ~5

representinghis own wealtoessesand the evil passions
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which may besethis way: such as enxy, hate, licentious-
ness, and debauchery,defacing the beautiful mirror of
his soul by their baneful influences.

But these may be overcome; and, sustained by the
unerring dictates of the monitor within, he pressesfor-
ward on life’s journey to the W. G., or middle period of
life. Therehe meetshis second and still morepowerful
enemy, * * ~, fitly representingsorrow, remorse,mis-
fortune, disease,poverty, ingratitude, and the hostility of
enemies.

Weary and faint from the conflict, but with integrity
too deeply rooted to be shakenby the vicissitudesof fate,
he treads the way of life unfalteringly. Though the
other enemiesmay have been subdued,yet, at the E. G.,
that openingthrough which he looks out upon a brighter
and better world, in the evening of his days, must he
meet his last and terrible enemy, * * ‘~, representing
Death—Death, feom whom there can be no escapeand
before whom all must sooner or later yield.

To the carelessand thoughtlessthe lesson would end
here; but the upright and true Mason will pursue it
further, and apply it to the eternal salvation of his soul
so beautifully typified by the ever-greenSprig of Acacia.
Which teachesus that, although our frail bodies must,
sooner or later, molder in the bosom of our Mother
Earth—yet through the merits of the Divine promises
contained in the Word of God, we may confidently hope
that our souls will bloom in immortal grandeur.

And so we close the lectureof the secondsectionwith
a tribute to the memoryof that distinguishedartist who
preferred to losehis life rather than to betrayhis trust.

0

THIRD SECTION

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—My brother, the third
secttonof thelecture furnishesmany detailsrelating

—/
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to the building of King Solomon’s Temple, and
explains the hieroglyphicalemblemsof this degree.

KING SOLOMON’S TEMPLE was situatedon Mount
Moriah, near the place wheie Abraham was about to
offer up his son Isaac. It afterwardsbecamethe thresh-
ing floor of Oman, the Jebusite,which David purchased
for the purpose of erecting an altar, and where he met
and appeasedthe destroying angel. This magnificent
structure was commencedin the fourth year of the reign
of Solomon, on the second day of the month Zif, the
secondmonth of the sacredyear.

Sevenyearswere employed in its constiuction; during
which time, Josephusinforms us, it rained not in the
daytime, that the workmen might not he obstructed in
their labor.

From sacredhistory we learn also that there was not
heardthe soundof axe,hammer,or any metal tool in the
house while it was building.

This famous fabric is said to have been supportedby
1,453 columnsand 2,906 pilasters,all hewn from the finest
Parian marble.

There were employed in its constructionthree Grand
Masters, 3,300 Masters or Overseersof the work, 80,000
Fellow Crafts or hewers in the mountainsand quarries,
and 70,000 EnteredApprentices,or hearersof burdens.
All thesewere so classedand arrangedby the wisdom of
King Solomon that neither envy, discord, nor confusion
was suffered to interrupt or distuib that universal peace
which pervadedthe world at this important period.

It was also symbolically supportedby THREE PRIM-
CIPAII. COLUMNS, Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty, re-
ferred to in the preceding degrees, which are here
representedby our threeancientGrandMasters, Solomon,
King of Israel; Hiram, King of Tyre; and Hiram Abif.
The pillar Wisdom representsSolomon, King of Israel,
by whose wisdom the Temple was erected—thatsuperb
model of excellencewhich hasso honoredand exaltedhis
name. The pillar Strength representsHiram, King of
Tyre, whose wealth and power strengthenedKing Solo-
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mon in his great and important undertaking. And the
pillar Beauty representsHiram Abif, the Widow’s Son
of the tribe of Naphtali, by whose curious craft and
cunning workmanship the Temple was so beautifiedand
adorned.

There are two classesof emblemsin this degree,
the first of which is monitorial and consistsof the
Three Steps,the Pot of Incense,the Bee Hive, the
Book of Constitutions Guarded by the Tiler’s
Sword, the Sword Pointing to a Naked Heart, the
All-Seeing Eye, the Anchor and Ark, the Forty-
seventh Problem of Euclid, the Hour Glass, and
the Scythe.

THE THREE STEPS,usuallydelineatedupon
the Master’scarpet,are emblematicalol the three
principal stagesof human life—Youth, Manhood,
and Age. In Youth, as Entered Apprentices,we
ought industriously to occupy our minds in the at-

4,
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tainment of useful knowledge; in Manhood, as
Fellow Crafts, we should apply our knowledge to
the dischargeof out respectiveduties to God, our
neighbor, andourselves;so that in Age, as Master
lVlasons, we may enjoy thehappy reflectionsconse-
quent tipon a well-spent life, and die in the hopeof
a glorious immortality.

THE POT OF INCENSE is an emblem of a
pure heart, which is always an acceptablesacrifice
to Deity. And as this glows wtth fervent heat,
so should our hearts continually glow with grati-
tude to the Great Beneficent Author of our exist-
ence for the manifold blessingsand comforts we
enjoy.

THE BEE HIVE is an emblem of industry,
and recommendsthe practiceof that virtue to all
created beings, from the highest seraph in the

•1
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heavensto the lowest reptile of thedust. It teaches
us that as we came into the world rational and
intelligent beings,so should we ever be industrious
ones; never sitting down contentedwhile our fel-
low-creaturesaround us are in want, especially
when it is in our power to relieve them without
inconvenienceto ourselves.

Whenwe take a survey of Nature,we view man in his
infancy more helpless and indigent than the brute crea-
tion. He lies languishingfor daysand months; and for
years he is totally incapableof providing sustenancefor
himself, guarding against the attack of the wild beasts
of the field, or sheltering himself from the inclemencies
of the weather. It might have pleasedthe great Creator
of heaven and earth to make man independentof all
other beings; but as dependenceis one of the strongest
bonds of society, mankind were made dependentupon
oneanother for protection andsecurity. For in this way
they enjoy better opportunitiesof fulfilling the duties of
reciprocal love and friendship.

Thus, man was cseatedfor an active, social life, the
noblest sole in the plan of God. And he who will not
contribute to the common stock of knowledge and under-
standing, can be deemedonly a dione in the hive of
Nature, a uselessmember of society, unworthy of the
attention of Masons.

THE BOOK OFCONSTITUTIONS guarded
by the TYLER’S SWORD reminds us that we
should ever be watchful and guardedin our words

2
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and actions; particularly when before the enemies
of Masonry, ever bearing in mind those truly
Masonic virtues—Silenceand Circumspection.

THE SWORD POINTING TO A NAKED
[-IEARTdemonstratesthat justice will sooneror
later overtake us. And although our thoughts,
words, and actions may be hidden from the eyes
of men; yet that All-Seeing Eye, whom the Sun,

-~ - _

-~

Moon, and Starsobey, and under whosewatchful
care even Comets perform their stupendousevolu-
tions, pervadesthe inmost recessesof the human
Heart and will reward us accordingto our merits.

/
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THE ANCHOR AND ARK are emblemsof a
well-grounded Hope of a well-spent life. They
are emblematicalol that divine Ark which safely
wafts us over this tempestuousseaof troubles,and
that Anchor which safely moors us in a peaceful
harbor where thewicked ceasefrom troubling and
the weary find rest.

THE FORTY.SEVENTH PROBLEM OF
EUCLID is an invention of our ancient friend
and brother, the great Pythagoras,who, in his
travelsthroughAsia, Africa, and Europe,wasiniti-
ated into several mystic orders which, we are led
to believe, were the forerunnersof our present-day
Masonry.

This wise philosopherenriched his mind abun-
dantly in a generalknowledgeof things, and more
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especiallyin Geometry,or Masonry. On this sub-
ject he drew out many problemsor theorems,and
among the most famous he designedthis, when, in
the joy of his heart, he exclaimed, “Eureka,”
in the Grecian language signifying, I HAVE
FOUND IT. It teachesMasons to be general
lovers of the Arts and Sciences.

THE HOUR GLASS is an emblem of human
life. Behold, how swiftly the sandsrun, and how
rapidly our lives are drawing to a close! We can-
not without astonishmentobservethe little particles
which arecontainedin this chronometer—howthey
pass away almost imperceptibly; and yet, to our
surprise, in the short spaceof an hour, they are
all exhausted. Thus passesman! Today he puts
forth the tender leaves of hope; tomorrow he
blossoms,and bearshis blushing honors thick upon
him; the next day comes a frost which nips the
shoot, and when he thinks his greatnessis still
aspiring, he falls like an autumnleaf, to enrich our
Mother Earth.

THE SCYTHE is an emblem of Time, which
cuts the brittle thread of life and launchesus into
eternity. Behold, what havoc the Scythe of Time
makes among the human race! If, by chance,we
escapethe numerousevils incident to childhoodand
youth, and, with health and vigor, arrive at the
years of manhood; yet, withal, we must soon be
cut down by the all-devouringScytheof Time, and
be gathered into that undiscoveredcountrywhere
our fathers havegone before us.

The emblemsof the secondclass are not moni-
tonal, and, therefore,their true interpretationcan

-x
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be obtainedonly within the tyled recessesof the
Lodge. They aretheSettingMaul, Spade,Coffin,
and Sprig of Acacia.

vs * *

Even as you this evening, my brother, all Master
Masons have been raised from a figurative death to a
reunion with the former companionsof their toil. Ob-
serve that the light of a Master Mason is darkness
visible—a SubstituteWord—serving only to depict that
gloom which restson the prospectof futurity. It is that
mysteriousveil which human wisdom cannot penetrate,
unless assistedby the Light from above.

Yet even by this feeble ray we possess,we perceive
that we stand on the very brink of the grave, into which
you have just figuratively descended,and which, when
this riansitory life shall have passedaway, will again
receiveour bodiesinto its cold bosom. Let the emblems
of mortality which lie beforeyou, lead you to contemplate
your inevitable destiny, and guideyour reflection to that
most interestingof humanstudies,theknowledgeof your-
self. Be careful to perform your allotted task while it is
yet day, for you know not when the time is; you know
not when the Master cometh—at even, at midnight, or
in the morning. Continue to listen to the voice of Nature,
typified by the Sprig of Acacia, that ever-greenand ever-
living FAITH in the merits of the Lion of the Tribe of
Judab. Which bearswitness that even in this perishable
frame resides a vital and immortal principle; inspires
a holy confidencethat the Lord of Life will enableus to
trample the king of terrors beneath our feet; and
strengthensus with confidence and composure to look
forward to ~ blessed immortality.

And now, my brother, let us seeto it, and so regulate
our lives by the plumb-line of justice, ever squaringour
actions by the squareof virtue, that when the Grand
Warden of Heaven shall call for us, we may be found
ready. Let us cultivate assiduously the noble tenetsof
our profession, brotherly love, relief, and truth. From

‘A
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the squarelet us learnmorality, from the level equality,
and from the plumb rectitude of conduct.

Then let us imitate our G. M. H. A. in all his varied
perfection. Let us emulate his amiable and virtuous
character,his unfeigned piety to God, and his inflexible
fidelity to his trust, that, like him, we may welcome the
grim tyrant Death, and receivehim as a kind messenger
sent by our SupremeGrandMaster to translate us from
this imperfect to that all-perfect, glorious, and celestial
Lodge above, where the Grand Architectof the Universe
foiever reigns.

AN ADDRESS TO A NEWLY
RAISED BROTE-IER

My brother, you are now, technically speaking, a
Mason; but whether you are going to be a Mason in
reality, restsentirely with yourself. The membersof this
Lodge deemedyou honest in your expresseddesire to be
a Mason; and I urge you to show the Fsaternity that
they were not mistaken in their judgment of you, and
that they have not erred in admittingyou into our ancient
and honorable Order. It would be well, my bsother, at
this time to ask yourself the question,“What is it to be a
Mason?“ Do you think that membership in a Masonic
Lodge makes you a Mason? If you have the pioper
conception of Masonry you will admit that it does not,
exceptin name; for membershipin a Masonic Lodgecan
no more make you a Mason than membership in a
musicalclub can make you a musician. However, if you
are so inclined and have natural musical talent, in such
membershipyou will find helpful stimulus and pleasant
fellowship with congenial and kindred spirits. And so
it is in Masonry and the Masonic Lodge. The involun-
tary thoughts of your heart and the voluntary acts of
your life determine your character as a man and a
Mason. There are four classesof men in this world:
first, those who are Masonsneither in namenor nature;
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second,thosewho are Masonsin nameonly; third, those
who are Masons only by nature; and lastly, those who
are Masonsin both name and nature. Men of this last
class are God’s noblemen. But if I could not be num-
beredwith theselast, I had rather bea Masonby nature
—that is, at heart—thana Masononly in name. In the
degreesthe practice of many commendablevistues was
enjoined upon you, only a few of which, perhaps,you
can recall at this moment, and too many for me to re-
iteratelust now. But let me sumthem all up by remind-
ing you of just one symbol in the first degree—thatof a
point within a circle. The Worshipful Master told you
the point representedan individual brother—yourself;
the circle, the boundary line of your duty toward God
and man, beyond which you should never suffer your
passions,interests, or prejudicesto betrayyou on any
occasion. The circumferenceof this circle—the boundazy
line of your duty—is clearlydefined in the sacredScrip-
tures and elucidated by the patron saints of Masonry;
and ‘vshile you keep yourself thus circumscribed, it is
impossible that you materially err.

congratulateyou, my brother; and may the G. A. 0.
T. U. guide, guaid, and protect you through life and
endowyou with a competencyof Divine Wisdom, that by
the secretsof this art you may be the better enabled to
display the beautiesof godlinessto the honor of His holy
name.

AN ADDRESS ON CHARITY

Mv BaoTssaR:—Withthis right handI welcomeyou to
fellossship in this Lodge and extend to you all of the
rights and privileges of this ancient and honorable
Fraternity. A Fraternity whose cornerstoneis Charity.
Charity is the brightest jewel in the Masonic Crown. It
is the Corinthian pillar, the entablature that lends
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strength,grace, and beauty to the entire fabric. If we
attempt to enumerateits beauties,the cooler powers of
the mind melt into ecstasy. Charity is the radiantspark
of love emanatingfrom God, the sourceof all love. The
heart is its empire, and before its lenient sovereignty
bows every discordant passion.

But the Charity of which I speakis not that Charity
circumscribedby the narrow limits of feedingthehungry,
clothing the naked, or binding up the wounds of the
afflicted; but that broader, grander, nobler Charity that
regardsall men as brothers. The Charity that is swift
of foot and ready of hand in the common causeof hu-
manity. The Charity that writes the faults of a brother
on the shifting sands and his virtues on tables of endur-
ing marble. The Charity of which He who spoke not
with the tonguesof man but of angels wasthe illustrious
example. Let this, the Mason’s Charity, burn upon the
altar of your heart a living fire, whose gentle warmth
shall radiate fellowship, morality, brotherly love, and
obedienceto the Most High.

Liberties and creeds,articles of faith, and rules of dis-
cipline have stained the rubric pagesof history, while
speculativepoints of doctrine have occasionedmore mis-
ery in the world than all of the crimes for which nations
have beenpunishedand recalledto their duty. Here we
array no man for his political opinion, nor do we dictate
his religious creed. To himself and his country, we leave
the one; to his conscienceand his God, we commit the
other.

To the altar of Freemasonryall men bring their most
votive offerings. Around it all men, whether they have
received their teachings from Confucius, Zoroaster,
Moses, Mohammedor the founder of the Christian re-
ligion—just so long as they believe in the universality of
the fatherhoodof God and universality of the brother-
hood of man—meet upon a common level. The Jew
returns to his synagogue,the Mohammedanto his mosque
and theChristian to his temple—eachbetter preparedfor
the solemn duties of life by the associationsin this
universal brotherhood.

—9
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It is to this institution, born of heavenin the gray of
the world’s morning, before poets sang or historians
wrote, that I am privileged this eveningto extend to you
a craftsman’sgreeting. And I chargeyou by the noblest
instincts of your being, by all that you honor and revere,
by the ties that bind you to earth, and by your hope of
heaven,so to live, and so to act, that your Masonic life
may be as an open book known and read by all men.

Finally my brother, I do assortyou that whateverof
good you do is but duty done, If a sorrow you have
lightened or a teardropwiped away; if of poverty’s load
you have lifted a sharefrom somewearyburdenedsoul;
if but a cup of cool water you havelifted to some fam-
ishing mortal’s lips; then so far haveyou exemplified the
divine teachingsof Freemasonry,and so far have you
done as our Father commanded. And now, may He
without whoseknowledge not a sparrow falls, blessyour
fellowship in this lodge; and to His great name be all
the praise.

0

CHARGE AT RAISING

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—My brother, your zeal
for the Institution of Masonry, the progressyou
havemade in the mysteries, and your conformity
to our regulations, have pointed you out as a
pioper object for our favor and esteem. You are
now bound by duty, honor, and gratitude, to be
faithful to your trust; to support the dignity of
your characteron every occasion;and to enforce,
by preceptand example,obedienceto the tenetsof
the Order.
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In the characterof a Master Mason, you are
authorized to correct the exrors and irregularities
of your uninformed brethren, and to guard them
againsta breachof fidelity. To preservethe repu-
tation of the Fraternity unsullied, must be your
constant care; and for this purpose it is your
province to recommendto your inferiors, obedience
and submission; to your equals, courtesyand affa-
bility, and to your superiors, kindness and con-
descension.

Universal benevolenceyou are always to incul-
cate;and by the regularity of your own behavior,
afford the best example for the conductof others
less informed. The ancient landmarks of the
Order, intrusted to your care, you are carefully
to observe, and neversuffer them to be infringed,
or countenancea deviation from the established
usagesand customs of the Fraternity.

Your virtue, honor, and reputationareconcerned
in supportingwith dignity the characteryou now
bear. Let no motive, therefore,make you swerve
from your duty, violate your vows, or betray your
trust; but be true and faithful, and imitate the
example of that celebratedartist whom you have
this evening represented. Thus you will render
yourself deserving of the honor which we have
conferred, and merit the confidence that we have
reposedin you.
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MASONIC BURIAL SERVICE

GENERAL DIRECTIONS

I. No Freemasoncan be buried with the formalities
of the Fraternity unlessat his own requestor that of his
family, communicatedto the Master of the Lodge of
which he was a member at the time of his death,
foreigners or sojourners excepted; nor unless he has
receivedthe Master Mason degree. To this rule there
can be no exception.

2. Fellow Crafts and Entered Apprentices are not
entitled to theseobsequies,nor can they be allowed in the
procession,as Masons,at a Masonic funeral.

3. The Master of the Lodge, having received notice
of the death of a brother Master Mason and of his
request to be buried with the ceremoniesof the Craft,
fixes the day and hour for thefuneral (unlesspreviously
arrangedby the friends or relatives of the deceased)
and issues his order to the Secretary to summon (or
notify) the Lodge. Members of other Lodges may be
invited, but they should join with the Lodge performing
the ceremonies.

4. Upon the death of a sojourner who has expressed
a wish to be buried with Masonic ceremonies,the duties
prescribed in Article 3 above will devolve upon the
Master of the Lodge within whose jurisdiction the death
occurs,unlesstherebe morethan one Lodgein the place.
And if so, the funeral servicewill be performed by the
oldest Lodge, unless otherwise mutually arranged.

5. W’henever other societiesor the military unite with
Masonsin the burial of a Mason, the body of the de-
ceasedmust be in charge of the Lodge having jurisdic-
tion; and the servicesshould, in all respects,be conducted
as if none but Masonswere present.

6. If the deceasedwas a Grandor PastGrandOfficer,
the Officers of the Grand Lodge should be invited. On
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such an occasion the Worshipful Master of the Lodge
having jurisdiction will invite the ranking GrandLodge
Officer present to conduct the burial service.

7. The pallbearersmay be Masons,when there is a
procession,and should be selectedby the Master, with
the approval of the family of the deceased.

8. The Deacons~ and Stewards~ rods, the Tyler’s
sword, and the Marshal’s batonshould be trimmed with
white and light blue crepe. The officers of the Lodge
and Grand Officers should wear their official jewels
The officers and members should wear a sprig of ever-
greenon the left breast. White gloves should be worn.

9. As soon as the remains are placed in the casket
there should be placed upon it a plain white lambskin
apron.

10. If a Pastor PresentGrandMaster, Deputy Grand
Master, or Grand Warden should loin the processionof
a Lodge, proper attention must be paid to him. They
takeplace after the Master of the Lodge. Two Deacons,
with white rods, should be appointed by the Master to
attendthem.

11. When the head of the processionshall have ar-
sived at the place of interment, or where the servicesare
to be performed,the lines should open,the highestofficer
in rank, precededby theMarshal and Tyler, should pass
through, and the others should follow in order.

12. When a number of Lodges join in a funeral pro-
cession,the position of the youngestLodge is at the head,
or right, of the procession,and the oldest at the end, or
left, exceptingthat theLodge of which the deceasedwas
a memberwalks nearestthe casket.

13. A Lodge in processionis to be strictly under the
discipline of the Lodge room; therefore,no brother can
enter the processionor leave it without expresspermis-
sion from the Worshipful Master, conveyedthrough the
Marshal. The Lodge is at labor and not at refreshment.
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SERVICE IN THE LODGE

At the time specified,the Lodge will be opened on the
Third Degree; the purposeof the communicationwill be
stated; and remarks upon the virtues of the deceased
may be made by the Worshipful Master and brethren.

Then the Worshipful Master takesthe sacredRoll, on
which have been inscribed the name, age, date of
initiation or affiliation, date of death,and other items of
interest to the brethren; reads the same aloud; and
concludes:

Almighty Father, in Thy handswe leave with
humblesubmissionthe soul of our departedbtother.

Response—Amen. So mote it be.

The will of God is accomplished. Amen. So
mote it be.

The Roll is then depositedin the archivesof the Lodge.

An appropriate hymn may be sung.

—0

SERVICE AT HOME OR CHURCH

The position of rhe casket should be with the foot towards the Ease
and the head towards the West The Worshipful Master will take his
station at the foot, with the Chaplain to the right of him The Senior
Warden will take his station at the head, the Junior Warden to the
Sooth—the three forming a triangle The Deacons will stand with
rods crossedover the Worshipful Master, and the Stewards will stand
with rods crossedover the Senior Warden The brethrenwill assemhle
around the casket and the Masonic serviie will begin with the Chap-
lain or Worshipful tvfaster repeating the following or some other
appropriateprayer:

“4
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PRAYER

O Father of Light, in whom there is no dark-
ness,we pray Thee to fill our heartswith calm
and peace,and to open within us the eyes of the
soul, that we may see by faith the radianceand
theglory that Thou art pouringout upon us, Thy
servants. Grant, we beseechThee, eternal rest
unto this our dear departed brother, and let light
perpetual shine upon him. We thank Thee that
in Thy loving providence Thou hast drawn him
from the unreal towards the real, from the dark-
ness of the West into Thy glorious light of the
East, through the gatesof death into the splendor
of immortality. Our love and our prayers shall
follow him. And throughThy loving kindnessmay
we in deephumility and reverencebecomefellow
workerswith Thy boundlesspower, and may our
weaknessbe supportedby Thine infinite strength;
that we, with this our dearlybelovedbrother, may
in due time attain unto thewisdom of Thy spirit.

Likewise, 0 Lord, we pray for thosewho are
left in sorrow, those whom Thou has called to
sacrificethe solaceof our departedbrother’searthly
presence.Do Thou,0 Lord, comfort them with the
balm of Thy loving kindness,that, strengthenedby
Thee and resting upon the surety ol Thy wisdom,
theymay be sustainedandconsoledin their bereave-
ment. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.

In the tollowing service the Worshipful Master, Senior Warden, and
Jsrnior Warden should enunciate their respective parts distinctly and
effectively. It would be well for them to rehearsetogether this service
before leaving the Lodge room.
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WoltsHIPFUL MASTER—Brethren,we are called
upon by the imperious mandateof Death, against
whose free entrancewithin the circle of our Fra-
ternity the barred doors and Tyler’s weaponoffer
no impediment, to mourn the loss of one of our
companions. The deadbody of our belovedbrother
lies in its narrow housebefore us, overtakenby that
fatewhich mustsooneror laterovertakeus all, and
which no power nor station, no virtue nor bravery,
no wealthnor honor,no tearsof friendsnor agonies
of relativescanavert; teachingan impressivelesson,
oft repeated,yet by some forgotten, that every one
of us must crc long pass through the shadowof
death.

SENIOR WARDEN—In the midst of life we are
in death; of whom may we seek succor but of
Thee, 0 Lord? Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets
of our hearts;shut not Thy merciful ears to our
prayer.

JUNIOR WARDEN—Yea, though I walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil: for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy
staff they comfort me. Lord, help us to serveThee
in this ]ife, that we may enjoy Thee in the life
to come.

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—Where IS our departed
brother?

SENIOR WARDEN—Being an upright man and
Mason,he should no longer dwell in darkness;so
let us hope that his eyes are now opened to the
Light of EternalLife, and that he is now advanc-
ing towards the Great White Lodge above.
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JUNIOlt WAIUEN—The Lord gave and the
Lord hath taken away. Blessed be the name of
the Lord.

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—The Lord bath pre-
pared His throne in the heavens;and His kingdom
ruleth over all.

SENIOtt WARDEN—Bless theLord, ye, His angels
that excel in strength,that do His commandments,
hearkeningunto the voice of His work.

JUNIOR WARDEN—Bless ye the Lord, all ye
His hosts;ye ministersof His, that do His pleasure.

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—Bless the Lord, all His
works in all places of His dominion. Bless the
Lord, oh my soul.

SENIOR WARDEN—Bless the Lord, oh my soul,
and all that is within me. Bless His holy name.

JUNIOR WARDEN—Bless the Lord, oh my soul,
and forget not all His benefits. Be merciful unto
us, 0 Lord, be merciful unto us; for we trust in
Thee. Our hopeandsalvationarein Thy patience.
Where elsecan we look for mercy?

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—The Lord is gracious
and righteous; yea, our God is merciful.

JUNCOR WARDEN—God is our God foreverand
ever; He will be our guide, even unto death.

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—Shall our brother’s
name and virtues be lost upon the earth forever?
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Responseby all the brethren—Wewill remem-
ber and cherish them in our hearts.

The Worshipful Master os chaplain will offer the following or some

other appropsiateprayer:

Almighty and Heavenly Father—infinite in wis-
dom, mercy, and goodness—extendto us the riches
of Thine everlasting grace. Thou alone art a
refuge and help in trouble and affliction. In this
bereavementwe look to Theebr support and con-
solation. Maywe believethat Deathhath no power
over a faithful and righteoussoul. May we believe
that, though the dust returneth to the dust as it
was, the spirit goethunto Thysell. As we mourn
the departureof a belovedbrother from the circle
of our Fraternity,may we trust that he hath entered
into a higherbrotherhood,to engagein noblerduties
and in heavenly work, to find rest from earthly
labor andrefreshmentfrom earthlycare. May Thy
peace abide within us, to keep us from all evil.
Make us grateful for presentbenefits, and crown
us with immortal life and honor. And to Thy
name shall be theglory and honor forever. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.

The Lodge now repairs to the cemetery, where the services will be

continued. Processionis optional.

PROCESSION

Masonic funeral processionsare formed in the follow-
ing oxder:

TYLER, WITH Da~wN SWORD

MARSHAL

‘A
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MASTER MASONS
PAST MASTERS

SECRETARY AND TREASURER

JUNIOR WARDEN

SENIOR WARDEN
SupportedBy Two StewardsWith Rods

THE CHAPLAIN

THE .FHREE GREAT LIGHTS
on a cushion, covered with white linen, carried

by a memberof the Lodge
THE MASTER,

SUPPORTEDBY Two DEACONS WITH RODS

GRAND LODGE OFFICIALS IN THE SAME ORDER AS
LODGE OFFICERS

When the head of the processionarrixes at the entranceto a build-
ing, it halts, and opens to the right and left, forming two parallel
lines. Then the Marshal, with the Tyler. passes through the lines and
escortsthe Master or Grand Officer into the house, the brethrenclosing
in and followisg, uncovesed,thus eversing the order of the procession

D Brethren x

a

a

-4

Steward
S. W.

Steward

J.W.

Chaplain
Deacon
W.M.
Deacon

G. Lights

D Brethren X
If the remains of the deceasedare to be removed to a distance

where the brethren cannot follow to perform the ceremonies at the
grave, the processionwill return to the Lodge roam or disperse, as most
convenient.
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When the procession has arrived at the place of interment and after
the clergyman has concluded the religious services, the Worshipful
Master will take his station at the foot of the grave, with the Chaplain
to his sighc and the bearer of the Great Lights to his left. The
Senior Warden will take his place at the head of the grave, and the
Jusior Warden at the South, the three principal officers forming a
triangle (if pusable). The Deaconswill stand with rods crossedover
the Worshipful Master, and the Stewardswill stand with rods crossed
over the Senior Warden. The brethren will assemble around the
casketand the Masonic service will begin.

The Chaplain offers the following, or some other suitableinvocation.

p

PRAYER AT CEMETERY

ALMIGHTY AND MOST MERCIFUL
FATHER! We adore Theeas the God of time
and eternity. As it hath pleasedThee to take
from thelight of our abodeone dearto our hearts,
we beseechTheeto bless and sanctifyunto us this
dispensationof Thy Providence. Inspire our hearts
with wisdom from on high, that we may glorify
Theein all our ways. May we realize that Thine
All-Seeing Eye is upon us, and be influenced by the
spirit of truth and love to perfect obedience,that
we may enjoy Thy divine approbationhere below.
And whenour toils on earthshall haveended,may
we be raisedto the enjoymentof fadelesslight and
lmmortal life in that kingdom where faith and
hope shall end, and love and joy prevail through
eternal ages. And Thine, 0 Righteous Father,
shall be the glory forever. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.
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The following exhortation may then be given!

The solemn notes that betoken the dissolution
of this earthly tabernaclehave again alarmed our
outer door, and anotherspirit has beensummoned
to the land where our fathers havegone bebore us.

Again we are called to assembleamongthe habi-
tationsof the dead, to behold the “narrow house
appointed for the living.” Here, around us, in
that peacewhich the world cannot give or take
away, sleep the unnumbereddead. The gentle
breeze fans their verdant covering; they heed it
not. The sunshineand the storm pass over their
resting place; and they are not disturbed. Stones
and lettered monumentssymbolize the affection of
surviving friends; yetno soundproceedsfrom them,
save that silent but thrilling admonition, “Seek ye
the narrow path and the straight gate that lead
unto eternal life.”

We are again called upon to consider the un-
certainty of human life, the immutable certainty
of death, and the vanity of all human pursuits.
Decrepitude and decay are written upon every
living form. “But a span—aheartbeat—abreath—
fall between the cradle and the grave.”

What, then, are all the externalsof humandig-
nity—the power of wealth, the dreamsof ambition,
the pride of intellect, or the charmsof beauty—
when Nature has paid her just debt? Fix your
eyeson the closing scene,and view life strippedof
its ornaments,andexposedin its natural weakness;
and you must be persuadedby the utter emptlness
of thesedelusions. In the grave all fallacies are de-



I;w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nL
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stiehtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtin~argus.n1

K,

146 Masonic Burial Service

tected, all worldly ranks are leveled, all distinc-
tions aredoneaway. Here thescepterof theprince
and the staff of the beggararelaid side by side.

Our presentmeeting and proceedingswill have
been vain and useless, if they fail to excite our
seriousreflections,and to strengthenour resolutions
of amendment.

Be then persuaded,my brethren,by this example
of the uncertaintyof human life, of the unsub-
stantial nature of all its pursuits, and no longer
postponethe all-importantconcernof preparingfor
eternity. Let us eachembracethe presentmoment,
andwhile time and opportunitypermit, preparefor
that greatchangewhen the pleasuresof the world
will be as a poisonto our lips, and the happyreflec-
tion consequentupon a well-spent life will afford
the only consolation.

Thus shall our hopes be not frustrated,nor we
be hurried unpreparedinto the presenceof that
all-wise and powerful Judge, to whom the secrets
ol all heartsare known. Let us resolveto main-
tain with sincerity the dignified characterof our
profession. May our Faith be evinced in a correct
moral walk and deportment; may our Hope be
bright as the gloriousmysteriesthatwill be revealed
hereafter;and our Charity boundlessas the wants
of our fellow-creatures.And, having faithfully dis-
charged the great duties we owe to God, to our
neighbor, and to ourselves,when at last it shall
pleasethe GrandMasterof the Universe to sum-
mon us untoHis eternal presence,may the Trestle
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Board of our whole lives pass such inspection that
it will be givenunto eachof us to “eat of thehidden
manna” and to receivethe “white stonewith a new
name” that will insure perpetualand unspeakable
happiness at His right hand.

The Lambskin having been removed ham the casket, the Master

holds it up and says:

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—The Lambskin Apron
is an emblem of innocence and the badge of a
Mason, more ancient than the Golden Fleece or
Roman Eagle, more honorablethan the Star and
Garter, when worthily worn. By it we are re-
minded of that purity of life and conduct so es-
sential for gaining admissionto theCelestial Lodge
above, where the SupremeArchitect ol the Uni-
verse reigns in splendoreverlasting. This emblem
I now deposit in the graveof our deceasedbrother.
(Depositsit.)

The Woishiplul Master, holding he evergreen, continues:

This evergreen,which once marked the tempo-
rary resting place of the illustrious dead, is an
emblem of our faith in the immortality of the
soul. By it we are reminded that we havean im-
mortal part within us, which shall survive the
grave, and which shall never, never, never die.
By it we are admonished that though, like our
brotherwhoseremainslie before us, our bodies too
shall soon be clothed in the habiliments of death
and depositedin the silent tomb; yet, through our
belief in the mercy of God, we may confidently
hope that our souls will bloom in eternal spring.
This, too, I deposit in thegrave.
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The brethren then move in processionaround the place of interment,
and one hy one drop the sprig of evergreen into the grave; during
which the following may he sung:

NEARER, MY GOD, TO THEE

Nearer, my God, to Thee,
Nearer to TheeI

E’en tho’ it be a cross
That raiseth me,

Still all my song shall be,
Nearer, my God, to Thee,

Nearer to Thee]

Though like a wanderer
The sun gone down,

Darknessbe over me,
My rest a stone;

Yet in my dreams I’d be
Nearer, my God, to Thee;

Nearer to TheeI

There let the way appear
Steps unto heav’n;

All that Thou sendestme,
In mercygiv’n;

Angels to beckon me
Nearer, my God, to Thee;

Nearer to TheeI

Or if on joyful wing,
Cleaving the sky,

Sun, moon, and starsforgot,
Upward I fly,

Still all my song shall be,
Nearer, my God, to Thee,

Nearer to TheeI

The GrandFuneralHonorsare given in the following
manner: Both armsare extendedto the front and down-
ward; both arms arethen crossedon the breast,left arm
uppermost,the palms sharply striking the shoulders;then
both arms are extendedto the front and upward.
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This is given three times; and while it is given the
third time the brethsen audibly pronouncethe following
words: When the arms are extendedto the front and
downward, iiWe consign his body to the grave;” vehen
the arms are crossed on the breast, “We cherish his
memoryhere;” when the arms are extendedto the front
and upraised,“And commendhis spirit to God who gave
It.

The Worshipful Master then continues the ceremony:

The Great Creator, having been pleasedto re-
move our brother from the caresand troubles of
this earthlyexistenceto a higher life, thus severing
another link from the fraternal chain that binds
us together, may we who survive him be more
strongly cementedin the ties of union and friend-
ship. During the short spaceallotted us here may
we wisely andusefully employour time; and, in the
reciprocalintercourseof kind and friendly acts, may
we mutually promotethewelfareand happinessof
one another.

Unto the gravewe consignhis mortal remains—
earth to earth, ashesto ashes,dust to dust; that
in that more glorious spiritual body which he now
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weareth, he may freely pass the outer and inner
doors of the sanctumsanctorum, that housenot
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For I
say unto you: Blessed are the dead who die in
the Lord. For God createdman to be immortal,
and madehim to be an image of His own eternity.
The Lord sittethabovethe water floods; the Lord
remaineth a King forever. The universe is His
temple. Wisdom, Strength,and Beauty are about
His throne as pillars of His mighty works; for His
wisdomis infinite, His strengthis omnipotent,and
his beauty shines through the whole universe in
order and in symmetry. The heavens He has
stretched forth as a canopy; the earth He has
planted as His footstool; He crowns His temple
with stars as with a diadem;and from His Hands
flow all power and glory. The sun and the moon
are messengersof I-us will, and all His law is con-
cord. If like unto the birdsof the air we mount the
vaulted blue dome of heaven, He is there; if by
shaft, cave,or labyrinth wedescendinto the depths
of the subterranean,He is therealso. He is in the
dew-pearled dawn of springtime, in the gentle
zephyr that fans the cheekat sunset, in the purple
and crimson afterglow that beckons the evening
stars. If we take the wings of the morning and
dwell in the uttermostparts o F the sea, even there
is His Hand which leadethus and His right Hand
which holdeth us. God is Love, and Power, and
Truth, and Light. God is everywhere. In His
almighty carewe rest in perfect peace,and equally
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in His care restsour departedbrother, whom He
has deigned to draw nearer to the vision of His
eternal beauty.

To his near relatives and loving friends, more
deeply heartstrickenthan any others by this loss,
which we all havesustained,we can only respect-
fully and sincerely tender our most affectionate
sympathy, in this their hour of bereavement;com-
mending them with earnesthearts to Him whose
strengthwill uphold us evermore.

PRAYER

Most glorious God, Author of all good and
Giver of all mercy, pour down Thy blessingsupon
us, and strengthenour solemn engagementswith
the ties of sincere affection. May the presentin-
stanceof mortality remind us of our own approach-
ing fate; and, by drawing our attention toward
Thee, the only refuge in time of need, induce us
so to regulate our conduct here that when the
moment of dissolution shall arrive at which we
must quit this earthly scene,we may be received
into Thine everlasting kingdom—there to enjoy
that uninterruptedand unceasingfelicity which is
allotted to the souls of just men made perfect.
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And now, 0 Lord, we pray for Thy hand to
lead us in all the paths our feet must tread. And
when the journeyof life is ended,may light from
our immortal home illumine the dark valley and
shadowof death;and may voices of the loved ones
welcome us to that “house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens.” Amen.

Response—Somote it be.

The Master then approaches the grave or entrance to tomb sod.
with right hand uplifted. says gently:

Quietly may thy body sleep in this earthly bed,
my brother. Bright andglorious be thy rising from
it. Fragrant be the acaciasprig that here shall
flourish. May the earliest buds of spring unfold
their beautieson this, thy body’s restingplace;and
heremay the sweetnessof the summer’s roselinger
latest. Though the cold blast of autumn may lay
them in the dust,and for a time destroythe loveli-
nessof their existence,yet their fading is not final,
and in thespring time theyshall surelybloomagain.
So in the bright morningof resurrectionthou shalt
spring again into newnessof life. Until then, dear
brother—until then—farewell.

The benedktionmay theo be pronounced by the Worshipful Master
or chaplain, as follows:

The Lord bless us and keep us. The Lord make
his face shine upon us and be graciousunto us.
The Lord lift up the light of His countenanceupon
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us, andgive us His peace,this dayand forevermore.
Amen.

Response—Somote it be.

END OF SERVICE AT GRAVE
When the weather is inclement or the time limited,

the Shorter Form of Burial Service may be used.

Shorter Form of Burial Service
at Grave
PRAYER

ALMIGHTY AND MOST MERCIFUL
FATHER! We adoreThee as the God of time
andeternity. As it hath pleasedTheeto take from
the light of our abodeone dear to our hearts,we
beseechTheeto bless and sancify unto us this dis-
pensation of Thy Providence. Inspire our hearts
with wisdom from on high, that we may glorify
Theein all our ways. May we realize that Thine
All-Seeing Eye is upon us, and be influenced by
the spirit of truth and love to perfect obedience,
that we may enjoy Thy divine approbationhere
below. And when our toils on earth shall have
ended,may we be raised to the enjoymentof fade-
less light and immortal life in that kingdom where
faith and hope shall end, and love and joy prevail
through eternal ages. And Thine, 0 Righteous
Father, shall be the glory forever. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.
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The Lsmbskin having been removed from the casket, the Master
holds it up and says:

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—The Lambskin Apron
is an emblem of innocence and the badge of a
Mason, more ancient than the Golden Fleece or
Roman Eagle, more honorablethan the Star and
Garter, whenworthily worn. This emblem I now
deposit in the graveof our deceasedbrother. (De-
posits it.) By it we are remindedof that purity
of life and conduct so essentialfor gaining admis-
sion to the Celestial Lodge above, where the Su-
premeArchitect of the Universe reigns in splendor
everlasting.

The Worbhipful Master, holding she evergreen, cOntinues’

This evergreen,which once marked the tempo-
rary resting place of the illustrious dead, is an
emblem of our faith in the immortality of the
soul. By it we are remindedthat we havean im-
mortal part within us, which shall survive the
grave, and which shall never, never, never die.
By it we are admonishedthat though, like our
brother whose remains lie before us, our bodies
too shall soon be clothed in the habiliments of
deathand depositedin the silent tomb; yet, through
our belief in the mercyof God, we may confidently
hope that our souls will bloom in eternal spring.
This, too, I deposit in the grave.

The brethren then move in procesnon around the piace of inter-
ment, and one hy one drop the spr,g of evergreenInto the grsve, dur-
ing which ¶Nearer,My God, To Thee” may he sung.
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The GrandFuneral Honorsare given in the following
manner:Both arms are extendedto the front and down-
ward; both armsare then crossedon the breast,left arm
uppermost,the palms sharplystriking the shoulders;then
both arms are extendedto the front and upward.

This is given three times; and while it is given the
third time the brethren audibly pronouncethe following
words: When the arms are extendedto the front and
downward,“We consign his body to the grave;“ when
the arms are crossed on the breast, “We cherish his
memory here;“ when the arms are extendedto the front
and upraised, “And commendhis spirit to God who gave
It.

The Worshiptal Master then continsesthe ceremony

Unto the grave we consign his mortal remains,
earth to earth, ashesto ashes,dust to dust, that
in that more glorious spiritual body which he now
weareth, he may freely pass the outer and inner
doors of the sanctum sanctorum, that house not
made with hands, eternal in the heavens.

To his near relatives and loving Friends, more
deeply heartstrickenthan any others by this loss,
which we all havesustained,we can only respect-
fully and sincerely tender our most affectionate
sympathy, in this their hour of bereavement;com-
mending them with earnesthearts to Him whose
strengthwill uphold us evermore.
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156 Masonic Burial Service

PRAYER

Most glorious God, Author of all good and
Giver of all mercy, pour down Thy blessingsupon
us, and strengthenour solemn engagementswith
the ties of sincere affection. May the presentin-
stanceof mortality remind us of our own approach-
ing fate; and, by drawing our attention toward
Thee, induce us so to regulate our conduct here
that when themoment of dissolution shall arrive at
which we must quit this earthly scene,we may be
received into Thine everlastingkingdom—thereto
enjoy that uninterrupted and unceasing felicity
which is allotted to the souls of just men made
perfect. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.

The Master then approachesthe grave or entranceto tomb and,
with right hand uplifted, says gently:

Quietly may thy body sleep in this earthly bed,
my brother. Bright andglorious be thy rising from
it. Fragrant be the acacia sprig that here shall
flourish. May the earliest buds of spring unfold
their beautieson this, thy body’s resting place;and
here may the sweetnessof the summer’srose linger
latest. Though the cold blast of autumn may lay
them in the dust, and for a time destroythe love-
liness of their existence, yet their fading is not
final, and in the springtimethey shall surelybloom
again. So in the bright morning of resurrection
thou shalt spring again into newnessof life. Until
then, dear brother—until then—farewell.

Masonic Burial Service

The benedictionmay be then pronounced by the Worshipful Master
or chaplain. as follows:

CHAPLAIN—The Lord bless us and keep us. The
Lord makeHis faceto shineupon usandbegracious
unto us. The Lord lift up the light of His counte-

nanceupon us, and give us His peace,this day and
forevermore. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.

When draping altar the following ceremony may be
used:

The Worshipful Master will give one rap with the
gavel and addressthe SeniorDeacon as follows:

“Brother Senior Deacon, you will take with you the
necessaryassistance,and drapethe altar.”

Senior Deacon: “Brother Master of Ceremonies,you
will assistme.”

On reaching the altar the Master of Ceremonieswill
carefully lift the GreatLights, holding them clear of the
altar while the Senior Deacon places crepe on altar.
Master of Ceremonieswill replaceGreat Lights, and the
two officers will return to their seats.

The 23rd Psalmor other appropriateScripturepassage
may be read by Worshipful Master or Chaplain while
ceremonyis being performed. A little ingenuity on the
part of the Master can resultin a very impressiverite.
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RITUAL FOR A LODGE OF
SORROW

The following Ritual for a Lodge of Sorrow is recom-
mended for use in the Lodge. While necessarilyof a
funeral character, it difiers essentially from the burial
service. In the latter casewe are in the actual presence
of the departed,engagedin the last rites of affection and
respectfor one who has beenour companionin life, and
whosemortal remains we are about to consign to their
last restingplace. The Lodgeof Sorrow, on the contrary,
is intended to celebrate the memory of our depasted
brethren. And while we thus recall their virtues, and
temper anew our resolutions so to live that, when we
shall have passedthe salent portals, our memories may
be cherishedwith grateful remembrance,we learn to
look upon death from a more elevated point of view.
We see in it the wise and necessarytransition from the
trials and imperfectionsof this world to the perfect life
for which our transientjourney herehasbeen the school
and the preparation. Vocal and instrumentalmusic are
indispensableto the proper effect of the ceremony. The
brethren should wear white gloves and aprons.

There is no necessityfor secrecyin the ceremoniesof
Sorrow Lodges. They may be held in churchesor public
halls, or in the presenceof friends in the Lodge rooms,
with benefit to all concerned.

0

PREPARATION OF THE HALL

I. The Lodge room or hall should be appropriately
draped in white and light blue; and the severalstations
should be covered with the same colors.

2. In the center of the hall is placed the catafalque,
which consistsof a rectangularplatform, about six feet
long by four wide, on which are two smaller platforms;

so that three steps are represented. On the third one
should be an elevation of convenientheight, on which is
placed an urn. The platform should be drapedin white
and light blue, and a canopyof the samecolors may be
raisedover the urn.

3. At each corner of the platform will be placed a
candlestick,bearing a lighted taper; and near it, facing
the East, will be seateda brother, provided with ass
extinguisherto be used at the proper time.

‘l~. During the first part of the ceremoniesthe lights
in the hall should burn dimly.

5. Arrangementsshouldbe made to increasethe bril-
liancy of the lights at the appropriatepoint in the cere-
mony.

6. On the catafaiquewill be laid a pair of white
gloves, a lambskin apron, and, if the deceasedbrother
hasheld office, the appropriate insignia.

7. When the Lodge is held in memory of sevecal
brethren,shields bearingtheir namesare placed around
the catafalque.

After the brethrenare assembledat the Lodgeroom,or
some other convenientplace, the Master of the Lodge to
which the deceasedbrother belongedwill open the Lodge
on the Third Degree. A processionwill then be brined
to the hall where the Lodge of Sorrow is to be held, in
the sameorder as prescribedin the “Funeral Service.”

On arriving at the door of the hall where theLodge of
Sorrow is to be held, the brethren will turn alternately
right and left andform two lines facing eachother. The
Master of the Lodge to which the deceasedbrotherbe-
longed will then passthrough betweenthe lines, sup-
ported by Deaconswith rods, followed by the brethren
in inverted order, to his station in the East. The other
officers will taketheir usual stationsand places,andthe
brethrenwill taketheir placesin seatsespeciallyreserved
for them. The door of the hall will then be shut, and
not opened until the ceremony is concluded and the
Lodge of Sorrow closed.
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160 Ritual for a Lodge of Sorrow

OPENING THE LODGE

The several officers being in their respectivestations
and places,and the brethren seated,the ceremonieswill
begin with appropriate music. After this the Master
will call up the Lodge and say:

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—Brother Senior War-
den, for what purposeare we assembled?

SENIOR WARDEN—TO honor the memory of
those brethren whom death hath taken from us;
to contemplate our own approachingdissolution;
and, by the remembranceof immortality, to raise
our souls abovethe considerationof this transitory
existence.

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—Brother Junior War-
den, what sentimentsshould inspire the souls of
Masons on occasionslike the present?

JUNIOR W~DE~—Calmsorrowfor the absence
of our brethrenwho havegone before us, earnest
solicitude for our own eternal welfare, and firm
faith and reliance upon the wisdom and goodness
of the greatArchitect of the Universe.

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—Brethren, commending
thesesentimentsto your earnestconsideration,and
invoking your assistancein the solemn ceremonies
aboutto takeplace, I declarethis Lodge of Sorrow
opened.

The chspiain will then offer the following or some other suitsbie
prayer:

GrandArchitect of the Universe,in whoseholy
sight centuries are but as days and to whose om-
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niscience the past and the future are but as one
eternal present,look down upon Thy children, still
wanderingamongthe delusionsof time, still tremb-
ling with dread of dissolution, and shudderingat
the mysteries of the future. Look down, we be-
seech Thee, from Thy glorious and eternal day
into the dark night of our error and presumption,
and suffer a ray of Thy divine wisdom to pene-
trateinto our hearts; that they may be filled with
the brightnessof Thy everlastinglight, that we may
cherish,amid the uncertaintiesof life, relianceupon
Thy promisesandassuranceof a placeat Thy right
hand. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.

The choir w~!i then sina en spproprissehymn.

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—Brethren, in the midst
of life we are in death, and the wisest cannot
know what a day may bring forth. We live but to
see those we love passing away into the Silent
Land.

Think of the brethrenwho,

“Short days ago lived,
Felt dawn,

Saw sunsetglow,
Loved and were loved;‘

who wereamong us in all the pride and power of
life. Bring to your minds the memory of their
wisdom, their strength,and their beauty;and then
think of yourselves. Thus will you be, when the
lamp of your brief existencehasburnedout. Think
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162 Ritual for a Lodge of Sorrow

how soon death, for you, will be a reality. iVEan’s
earthly life is like a flower, which blooms today,
and tomorrow is faded, cast aside, and trodden
under foot. Most of us, my brethren,are fast ap-
proaching,or havealready passedthe meridian of
life; our sun is sinking in the VV’est. And, oh! how
much more swift is the passageof our declining
years than when we startedupon the journey, and
believed—asthe young are too prone to believe—
that the roseate hues of the rising sun of our
existencewere always to be continued. When we
look back upon the happydays o~ childhood,when
the dawning intel[ect first began to exercise its
powersof thought, it seemsas but yesterday,and
that, by a simple effort o~ the will, we could put
aside our manhood,seek again the loving caresses
of a mother,and live once again the joys of child-
hood. Could we now realizethe ideathat our last
hour had come, our present earthly life would
seembut as the spaceof time from yesterdayuntil
today. The span of three score and ten years al-
lotted to man is but a twinkling in eternity. Cen-
turies upon centuries have rolled away behind us;
before us stretchesout an eternityof yearsto come;
and on the narrow boundarybetweenthe past and
the presentflickers the taper we term our life.

When we came into the world, we knew naught
of what had been before us; but as we caine to
the years of understanding,we learnedof the past.
We learnedwhat men had thought, and said, and
done, from the beginning of the world to our
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day. But only through the eye of faith and un-
derstandingcan we behold what is to come here-
after, and only through a firm reliance upon the
Divine promises can we satisfy the yearnings of
our immortal souls.

The cradle speaks to us of remembrance;the
casketof hope of a blessed trust in a glorious im-
mortality, and a never-endingexistencebeyond the
gloomy portals of the tomb!

Let these reflections convince us how vain are
all the wranghngsand bitternessesengenderedby
the collisions of the world; how little in dignity
abovethe puny strugglesof ants over a morsel of
food or for the possessionof an inch of soil.

What shall survive us Not, let us hope, the
petty strifes and bitternesses,the jealousies and
heart-burnings, the small trials and mean ad-
vantageswe have gained; but rather the noble
thoughts,the words of truth, the works of mercy
and justice, that ennoble and light up the exist-
ence of every honest man, however humble; and
live for good whenhis body, like this remnantof
humanity, is moldering in its parentdust.

Let the proud and the vain considerhow soon
the gapsare filled that are made in societyby those
who die around them, and how soon time heals
the wounds that death inflicts upon the loving
heart. And from this let them learn humility,
and that they are but drops in the great oceanof
humanity.



w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl

w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nI
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.shichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargusni
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w. stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.shichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.shichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtingargus.nl
w.stichtin~argus.ni

164 Ritual for a Lodge of Sorrow

Finally, brethren,may we

So live, that when our summons comesto join
The innumerable caravan which moves
To that mysterious realm where each shall take
His chamber in the silent halls of death~
We go not, like the quarry-slave at night~
Scourged to his dungeon~ but sustained and soothed
By an unfaltering trust, approach our grave
Like one that wraps the drapery of his couch
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams.

For this, at least, man learnsby death: that his
calamitiesare not immortal. To bear grief honor-
ably and temperately, and to die willingly and
nobly, are the duties of a good man and a true
Mason.

Solemn musk may now be sung or performed.
An interval of profound silence wfll be observed. Twelve strokes

will be slowly sounded on the bell. The general lights of the Hall, if
there be facilities. wi!l be turned low, and the four brethren will extin-
gu~sh the tapers near which they are placed.

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—Brother Senior War-
den, in this hour of gloom and darkness,when
death stares us in the face; when the skin slips
from the fingers, and the flesh cleaves from the
bones; when thoughts,

Of the last bitter hour come like a blight
Over thy spirit, and sad images
Of the stern agony, and shroud, and pall,
And breathless darkness, and the narrow house,
Make us to shudder, and grow sick at heart,—

What shall we do?

SENIOR WARDEN—Worshipful Master, the light
of nature and of reason fails us here. Its feeble
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rays penetratenot the darknessof the tomb! Let
us look above to Him whose omniscienceruleth
both life and the grave.

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—Brother Chaplain, lead
us in addressing our earnest petitions to that
Almighty Father, who ever lends a listening ear
to His suffering children.

The Chaplain will then offer the following prayer~

OUR FATHER WHO ART [N HEAVEN,
it hathpleasedTheeto take from among us those
who were our brethren. Let time, as it heals the
wounds thus inflicted upon our hearts and upon
the heartsof those who were near and dear to
them, not erasethe salutarylessonsengravedthere;
but let thoselessons,alwayscontinuingdistinct and
legible, make us and them wiser and better. And
whateverdistress and trouble may hereaftercome
upon us, may we ever be consoledby the reflection
that Thy wisdom andThy love are equallyinfinite.
Let the loss of our brethren increaseour affection
for those who are yet spared to us, and make us
more punctual in the performanceof the duties
that Friendship,Love, and Honor demand. When
it comesto us also to die, may a firm and abiding
trust in Thy mercy dispel the gloom and dread of
dissolution. Be with usnow, andsanctifythe solem-
nities of this occasionto our hearts, that we may
serve Thee in spirit and understanding. And to
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Thy name shall be ascribed the praise forever.
Amen.

Response—Somote it be.

THE PROCESSION
Wardens, Deacons, and Stewards now approach the

East and form a procession, thus:
Two STEWAROS, with rods

Two WARDENS, with columns
DEAcON,DEACON, ‘I 5i5 MASTER. with rod.with rod.

The procession will move once round the catafalque to
slow and solemn music. On arriving in the East, the
procession will halt and open to the right and left. The
Junior Warden will then advance to the catafalque, and,
placing upon it a bunch of white flowers, will say:

JUNIOR WARDEN—En memory of our departed
brethren, I deposit these white flowers, emblem-
atic of that pure life to which they have been
called—remindingus that as these children of an
hour will droop and fade away, so, too, we shall
soon follow those who have gone before us; and
inciting us so to fill the brief span of our existence
that we may leave to our survivors a sweet savor
of remembrance.

The Junior Warden returns to his place and an inter-
val of silence is observed.

The procession is again formed, and moves as before
to the sound of slow music twice around the catafalque.
The brethren halt and open as before, and the Senior
Warden, approaching the catafalque, will place upon it
a wscath of white flowers, and say:
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As the sun sets in the West, to close the day
and herald the approachof night, so one by one
we lay asideour bodies. Let then theseflowers be
to us the symbol of remembranceof all the virtues
of our brethrenwho haveprecededus to the Silent
Land; and the token of that fraternal alliance
which binds us while on earth, and which we hope
will finally unite us in heaven.

The Senior Warden returns to his place, and an interval of silence
is observed.

Then processionis again formed, and moves thr’ee times around the
carafsfque to solemn music as before.

Arrived in the East, the Worshipful Master will advanceand place
upon the urn a wreath of eveigreen,and say~

It is appointedunto all men once to die, but
after deathcomeththe resurrection.The dustshall
return to the earth, and the spirit unto God who
gave it. In the grave all men are equal; the good
deeds,the lofty thoughts,the heroicsacrificesalone
survive and bear fruit in the lives of those who
strive to emulate them.

While, therefore,Naturewill have its way, and
our tearswill fall upon the gravesof our brethren,
let us be reminded by the evergreen,symbol of our
faith in immortal life, that the spirit of man is
eternal.

Never the spirit wasborn;~the spirit
shall ceaseto be never;

Never wastime it wasnot; End and
Beginning are dreams;

Birthlessand deathlessandchangeless
remaineththe spirit forever;

Deathhathnot touchedit at all, dead
thoughthe houseof it seems!
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Let us be comforted by the reflection that their
memorieswill not be forgotten; that they will still
be loved by those who are soon to follow them;
that in our archivestheir namesare written; and
that in our heartsthere is still a place for them.
And so, trusting in the infinite love and tender
mercy of Him without whoseknowledgenot even
a sparrow falls, let us prepareto meet them where
thereis no parting, andwherewith them we shall
enjoy eternal rest.

ALL—The will of God is accomplished.So mote

it be. Amen.

The Master returns to his place, and another period of silence is
observed.

At this point the Chaplain may read at the altar the following.

Rest in the eternal grant unto them, 0 Lord;
and let light perpetual shine upon them.

The righteous shall be in everlasting remem-
brance;he shall not be afraid of evil tidings.

Blessed is the man whom Thou choosest and
receivestunto Thee;he shall dwell in Thy court,
and shall be satisfied with the pleasuresof Thy
houseeven of Thy holy temple.

Rest in the eternal grant unto them, 0 Lord;
and let light perpetual shine upon them.

But someman will say: How are the deadraised
up? and with what body do they come? That
which thou sowest is not quickened,except it die:
and that which thou sowest,thou sowest not that
body that shall be, but bare grain; it may chance
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of wheator of some other grain: but God giveth
it a body as it hath pleased Him; and to every
seed his own body.

So also is the resurrectionof the dead. It is sown
in corruption; it is raised in incorruption. It is
sown in dishonor;it is raisedin glory. It is sown
in weakness;it is raised in power. It is sown a
naturalbody; it is raised a spiritual body. There
ts a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal mustput on immortality. So when
this corruptibleshall haveput on incorruption,and
this mortal shall have put on immortality—O
death,where is thy sting? 0 grave,where is thy
victory?

As the Chaplain pronounces the concluding words, “0 grave, where
is thy victory?” the fights in the Hall will he raised to brilliancy, the
four brethienseated around the catafalquewill relight the tapers, and
the Chaplain will return to his place in the East.

A suitableode may he sung.

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—My brethren, let Ma-
sonry speakto us throughyour lips of our deceased
brethren,who have gone away from us. Tell us
the story of their lives, and recount their virtues,
that we may rememberand imitate them. But let
their faults and their errors be forgotten; for to
say that they had theseis but to say that theywere
human.

The Orator now pronounces the Eulogium.
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CLOSING

WORSHIPa’trL MASTER—Brother Senior War-
den, our recollection of our departed friends has
been refreshed; and we may now ask ourselves:
Were they just and perfect Masons,worthy men,
unwearied toilers in the vineyard, and possessed
of so many virtues as to overcometheir faults and
shortcomings?Answer these questions,as Masons
should answer.

SENIOR WARDER—Man judgeth not of man.
He, whose infinite and tender mercy passethall
comprehension,whose goodness endurethforever,
has called our brethrenhence. Let Him judge.

In ancient Egypt, no one could gain admittance
to the sacred asylum of the tomb until he had
passedunder the most solemn judgment before a
grave tribunal.

Princes and peasantscame there to be judged,
escorted only by their virtues and their vices. A
public accuserrecountedthe history of their lives,
and threw the penetratinglight of truth upon their
actions. If it were adjudged that the dead man
had led an evil life, his memorywas condemnedin
the presenceof the nation, and his body was
denied the honors of sepulture. But Masonryhas
no such tribunal to sit in judgmentupon her dead.
She does require, however, that whatever is said
concerningthem shall be the truth. And should it
ever happen that nothing good can be truthfully
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said of a Mason after death, she will mournfully
and pityingly bury him out of her sight in silence.

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—Brethren, let us profit
by the admonitions of this solemn occasion; lay
to heart the truths to which we have listened;and
resolveso to walk that whenour summonscomes,
It may be the privilege of the brethren to strew
white flowers upon our gravesandkeep us in fond
remembrance.

Brother Senior Warden,announceto the breth-
ren that our labors are now concluded,and that
it is my pleasure that this Lodge of Sorrow be
closed.

SENIOR WARDEN—Brother Junior Warden, the
labors of this Lodge of Sorrow being now ended,
it is the pleasureof the Master that it be closed.
Make due announcementto the brethren,and in-
vite them to assist.

JUNIOR WARDEN—(calling up the Lodge)
Brethren,the laborsof this Lodgeof Sorrowbeing
ended, it is the pleasureof the Master that it be
now closed.

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—Let us unite with the
Chaplain in a petition to the Throneof Grace.

* * , , , , ,

WORSHIPFUL MASTER—This Lodge of Sorrow
is now closed.
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THE JUDGMENT OF’ THE DEAD

In the closing ceremoniesof the ritual for a Lodge of Sorrow, the
Senior Warden tefers ro the ancient Egyptian ceremony of rhe Judg-
ment of the Dead, or Judgment of Ameuti. Although this ceremony
was part of rue Mysteries, yet ir was well known to all; as it wasrounded
upon the peculiar funeral rites of the Egyptians From this judgment
in this world no Egyptian was exempt, no mutter how exalted his
position~ and upon this trial depended the right to an honorable burial.
All whom the deceasedperson had wronged, and all who knew af his
evil deeds, were permitted to testily osar his dead body, while his
friends and kindred loudly proclaimed his virtues The decision
followed the weight of the evidence; and even a king who had led a
bad and wickad life might be eacluded from burial in his own sepulchre.
And the “assessors” at the funeral were allowed to pronounce a con-
demnation, which all agreed would also be received in a future state.
This trial of the dead in this world was typical of the Judgment of
Amend, where Osiris pres,ded in the invisible world, and which the
devout Egyptian believed took place there at the same time From
this peculiar custom of the Egyptians arose a patt of the ceremonies
of initiation into the Mysteries of Isis; fat, as in initiation the candidate
died symbolically, so also he underwant the judgment of the dead, to
ascertain ii he was worthy to receive the higher and more important
secrets, by being raised and brought to light, typical ol the admission
of the good into the “mansions of the blessed“ The last judgment is
one of the principal subjects tound depicted upon the walls of tombs
and in the “Book of the Dead,” sometimes referred to in the actual
trial; at other times referred to in the enactment of the Mysteries
This judgment of the dead was peculiar to the national customs and
funeral rites of the Egyptians, and does not appear to have prevailed
in other countries. It was, therefore, naturally discontinued as a part
of the Mysteries when they were introduced into other countries under
other names. * * * * ii * There is nothing in the ancient Masonic
degrees in the least analogous to the Judgment of Amenti, that portion
of the Mysteries of Isis not having been adopted into the Mysteries as
celebrated in other lands and at a later age. The folloseing represen-
tation of the scene,taken from the “Book of the Dead.” will, however,
he interesting to all readers, and members of the Fraternity will not
fail to recognine in it certain Masonic features which we may not
particularize, The figure seated on the throne is Osiris, ne Judge of
the Dead; he holds the flail and crook, emblems of majesty and domin-
ion. The deeds of the deceased,or of the candidate, typified by a vase
containing his bean, are being weighed in the scales of justite by
Anubis and Hocus against on ostrich feather, emblem of truth, in the
opposite scale * * * Thoth (Hermes, Mercury, or the Divine
Intellect) presents the result so Osirto Close by is Cerberus, or Am.
mit, the “Eater of the Dead “ At the right the candidate is seen
attended by the Goddessesof Truth and Jusriie The Goddessof Truth
holds in her hand the emblem of eternal life; and both wear upon their
heads the emblem of truth Close to Osiris is seen the tkyraux bounil
with a fillet, to which the spotted skin of a leopard is suspended. It
is the same which the high priest, clad in the leopard-skin dress, carries
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in the processions, and which gave rise to the nebris and thyrsus of
Bacchus, to whom Osiris corresponds in Greek mythology The
lotus flower, the emblem

0f a new birth, is represented Just before the
thyrsus. If the candidate is rejected, having been “weighed and found
wanting.” Osir~s nclines his scepter In token of condemnation. If. on
the contrary, when the sum of his deeds has been recorded,h,s virtues
so far prepw~derate as to entitle him to admission, Horus, taking in
his hand the tablet of Thoth, introduces him to the presenceof Osiris.
In the initiation, those who represent Thoth, Anub~s, and Horus, wore
symbolical masks, as represented ~n the drawing (See Kendrick,
Wilidnson, and also Arnolds “Phdosophical History of Seciet Societies.”
from which last work the drawing is taken.)

-Th

INSTITUTING A LODGE UNDER
DISPENSATION

The membersof the new Lodge~ whether it is to be
institutedby the Grand Master,or by a brother deputized
by him, will, in either case,be notified by the Worshipful
Master to assemblein their Lodgeroom at the time fixed.
After the brethren are assembled,the Grand Master, or
Inslituting Officer, will assumethe East and announce
the object of the meeting. He will causeihe Letter of
Dispensationto be read, after which the namesof the
officers and brethren of the new Lodge will be an-
nounced. As these names are called, the officers will
form in line west of the altar, facing the East,when each
officer will be investedwith his jewel. The new V/or-
shipful Master will take a seatin the East, on the right
of the Instituting Officer. The Wardens and other
officers will take their respectivestations. The Institut•
ing Officer will then open a Lodge on the Third Degree
of Masonry, and deliver to the officers and breihren the
following charges:

—0

CHARGE TO THE MASTER

INSTITUTING OFFICER— Worshipful Master
(who rises), the Grand Masterhaving committed
to your care the superintendenceand government
of thebrethrenwho are to composethis new Lodge,
you cannot be insensibleof the obligations which
devolve upon you as their head; nor of your re-
sponsibility for the faithful discharge of the im-
portant dutiesattachedto your office.

The honor, reputation, and usefulnessof this
Lodge will materially depend on the skill and
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C 1176 Instituting a Lodge Under Dispensation

assiduitywith which you manageits concerns;and
the happinessof its memberswill be generallypro-
moted in proportion to the zeal and ability with
which you propagatethe genuineprinciples of our
Institution.

For a patternof imitation, considerthe sun, the
great luminary of Nature, which, rising in the
east, regularlydiffuses light and luster to all within
its circle, In like mannerit is in your province to
spread and communicatelight and instruction to
thebrethrenof your Lodge. Forcibly impressupon
them the dignity and high importanceof Masonry;
and seriously admonishthem never to disgrace it.
Chargethem to practice out of the Lodge those
dutieswhich they have been taught in it, and by
amiable,discreet,and virtuous conductto convince
mankind of the goodness of the Institution; so
that, when anyone is said to be a memberof it,
the world may know that he is one to whom the
burdenedheartmay pour out its sorrows, to whom
distressmay prefer its suit, whosehand is guided
by justice, and whose heart is expanded by be-
nevolence. In short,by a diligent observanceof the
By-Laws of this Iaodge, the Constitution of Free-
masonry,and, aboveall, the Holy Scriptureswhich
are given as a rule and guide to your faith, you
will be enabled to merit the confidencereposedin
you.

CHARGE TO THE WARDENS

Brothers Senior and Junior Wardens (who are
calledup by two raps),you are toowell acquainted
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with the principles of Masonry to warrant any
distrust that you will be found wanting in the
discharge of your respective duties. What you
haveseen p raisewot’ thy in others you should care-
fully imitate; andwhat in them may haveappeared
defective, you should in your selves amend. You
should be examplesof good order and regularity;
for it is only by a dueregard for the laws in your
own conduct, that you can expect obedienceto
them from others. You are assiduouslyto assist
the Master in the dischargeof his trust, diffusing
light and imparting knowledgeto all whom he shall
place underyour care. In the absenceof the Master
you will succeedto higher duties. Your acquire-
ments must thereforebe such that the Craft may
never suffer for want of proper instruction. From
the spirit which you have hitherto evinced, I en-
tertain no doubt that your future conductwill be
such as to merit the approvalof your brethrenand
the testimonyof a good conscience.

p

CHARGE TO THE BRETHREN OF
THE LODGE

Brethrenof Lodge, U. D. (who
are calledup by threeraps),you havebeenformed
undera dispensationinto a Lodge of Ancient Free
andAcceptedMasons,and are empoweredto con-
fer the several degreesof Ancient Craft Masonry,
and to transact the necessarybusiness incident
thereto. Your authority is strictly limited by the
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law of the GrandLodgeof the Stateof Louisiana;
and your continuanceas a Lodge under dispensa-
tion is subjectto thewill andpleasureof theGrand
Master, who may at any time revokethe authority
underwhich you are now working.

It is your duty as officers and membersto obey
the law strictly, and in order to do so you should
carefully study all of its provisions, as any de-
parture therefrom may subject you to censure,or
result in the recall of your dispensation.

Lodges are first instituted under dispensationas
a testof the ability of the officers and brethrento
perform properly the duties incumbent upon them,
and if, after due trial, they are found worthy and
well qualified, they are constitutedand formed into
regular Lodges, with full power to work under
charter.

In addition to observingthe law, it will also be
the duty of the officers to conformto the rules and
regu[ations of the GrandLodge in regardto work.
The Grand Lodge has its own esoteric or secret
work, andGrandLecturersto teach it; and Lodges
are requiredto conform strictly thereto. The Mon-
itor adoptedby the Grand Lodge must be used,
and no other.

The desire on the part of Lodgesunder dispen-
sation to confer degreesupon applicants,too often
results in the admissioninto our Fraternityof some
who are not worthy and well qualtfied. Bear in
mind that the stability of a Lodge dependsupon
the quality of its members, and not upon the
number upon whom its favors are bestowed. As
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the strengthof a chain is testedby its weakestlink,
so the standingof a Masonic Lodge is measured
by its weakest member. I especiallyadmonishyou
to inquire carefully into the characterand standing
of those who seek admission into our Fraternity.
No man can add to or shed luster upon Free-
masonry;no one shou]d be solicited to becomeone
of us. We confer favors upon thosewhom we ac-
cept; and we should know beyond question that
the recipientsare worthy of what we have to
impart.

I charge you to guard well the portals of this
Lodge, as we havea right to know that every Free-
mason you create is entitled to be greetedby the
Fraternity as a friend and a brotherwherever he
may travel throughout the globe.

PROCLAMATION

INSTITUTING OFFICER (calls up Lodge)—In the
nameand by the authority of the Most Worship-
ful *Grand Masterof Freeand AcceptedMasons
of the State of Louisiana, I do proclaim that

Lodge, U. D.,
of , has been
duly instituted in conformity to the rites of our
Institution and the charges of our ancient and
honorable Fraternity. And may our Heavenly

__________________Fatherprosper,direct, and counselyou in a[l yourdoings

.

alf the Grand Master institute, she Lodge in person, he will omit
the first part of the sentenceand begin: “As GrandMaster. etc.”
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BENEDICTION BY INSTITUTING
OFFICER OR CHAPLAIN

The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord
make His face to shine upon you, and be gracious
unto you. The Lord lift up the light of His
countenanceupon you, and give you His peace
this day and forevermore. Amen,

INSTITUTING OFFICER (addressingMaster)—I
now deliver to you the Dispensationempowering
you andyour brethrento work as a RegularLodge.
You are its custodian and must see to it that it
is presentat all Communicationso~ theLodge. You
mustalso, as requiredby law, safely transmit it to
the Grand SecretaryDecember3lst of this year.
After this date all Masonic work in this Lodge
must ceaseuntil the Dispensation is continued by
the GrandLodge, or until the Lodge is constituted.

3

CONCLUDING I NSTRUCTIONS

INSTITUTING OFFICER—Brethren,of
Lodge, U. D., in conclusion

let me urgeyou not to forget the following points:

1. Lodges under dispensationdo not pay any
annualdues to the Grand Lodge, but must make
out their annual returns.

2. Affiliation with a Lodge under dispensation
does not change a brother’s membership.This re-

I;,
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mains with the Lodge from which he hails, until
a charteris grantedon which his name appears.

3. Officers of Lodges under dispensationar~
not entitled to be installed.

4. With respect to keeping records, it is best
to start right and get a good, substantial, well-
bound record book.

5. The records should be written plainly. In
beginning any new subject the Secretaryshould
commenceon anotherline, and not includevarious
matters in one continuoussentence.

6. The dispensation is to be copied into the
Lodge Record Book. The Secretarywill com-
mencehis minutesof the first communicationthus:

TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN—
GREETINGS:
Whereas,a petition has been presentedto me by

sundry brethren,to-wit: Brothers
(insert

namesof petitioners; then follows dispensationin
full)

Lodge, U. D.,
was this day instituted by Most Worshipful
Brother , Grand Master (or
in his absenceRight (Most) Worshipful Brother

, GrandLodgetitle)
with the following officers and members present:
Placeand date of meeting La. 19
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7. The full name and addressof every peti-
tioner must be inserted in the minutes,and in the
Ledger or book where the accountsagainst the
members are kept.

8. Lodges under dispensation cannot accept
affiliates.

9. All petitions must be signed by the peti-
tioners themselves,in their own handwriting.

10. The committeeto whom petitions are re-
ferredmustconsistof threemembersof the Lodge,
and their namesmust appearin the minutes.

4
11. An application cannot be voted on until

the lapse of four weeksafter it has beenreferred
to the committee of investigation. The fee for
initiation must accompanythe petition; and in
every case the fee must be paid before a ballot is
taken. If the applicant is rejected, the fee is re-
turned.

12. The Lodgemust send to the GrandLodge
its RecordBook for inspection by the proper com-
mittee. A copy of the Recordswill not suffice.

13. With reference to jurisdiction, physical
qualification, etc., consult the Constitution, Gen-
eral Regulations, and Edicts of the Grand Lodge
of the State of Louisiana.

14. Every Lodgeunder dispensationmust form
a Code of By-Laws for its government. These
By-Laws also must be sent to the Grand Lodge;
but they must be entirely separateand apartfrom
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the proceedings,as they go to a separatecom-
mittee.

Now I deliver to you the gavel of authority.
Wield it, my brother, with prudenceand discre-
tion.

The Instituting Officer sortendersthe gavel of author-
ity and the chair in the East to the Worshipful Master,
and takes the place vacated by him.

The newly-instituted Lodge may then transact any
proper business,before closing.
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CONSTITUTING A NEW LODGE

When a lawful numberof Master Masonshave organ-
ized under the rules and regulationsof the GrandLodge,
and worked a certain time as a Lodge by the authority
of a letter of dispensation,they may petition the Grand
Lodge at its Annual Communicationfor a charter. Every
letter of dispensationexpiresby limitation; and when the
term of probation expires the petitionerscannot convene
as a Lodge of Masonsuntil the GrandLodge shall have
granted a charter to the petitioners, or continued the
letter of dispensation. If the prayer of the petitionersbe
granted,a charterwill be issued; and the GrandMaster,
or someonedeputized by him, will constitute the Lodge
and install its officers.

On the day and hour appointedfor consecratingand
constituting a new Lodge, the brethren thereof will
assemblein the appointedLodge room with the Grand
Lodge, which is opened in regular form. By way of
preparation, It is necessaryto procure an oblong box
(in imitation of the Ark of the Covenant) about twelve
incheshigh, eighteeninches wide, and twenty-four inches
long, covered with white linen, as an Emblem of the
Lodge. This will be set upon a small table mid-way
betweenthe altar and the East. And upon the box will
be placed the Great Lights; and near it on the East,
West, and South, representatives(unlighied candles) of
the LesserLights.

The Grand Master and his officers, or their represent-
ativesand proxies, will meet in some placeconvenientto
the Lodge room, and the GrandLodge will be opened.
(If no such place is available, the Grand Lodge may
open in the Lodge room.)

The GrandLodge thenmoves in processionto the hall
of the new Lodge.
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ORDEROF PROCESSION
GRAND MARSHAL

GRAND TYLER

GRAND STEWARDS
GRAND CHAPLAIN, bearingtheThree GreatLights

GRAND LECTURERS

GRAND SECRETARY
GRAND TREASURER

PAST GRAND WARDENS
PAST GRAND MASTERS

WARDEN, bearing silver cup of oil and a
burning taper of blue wax

GRAND SENIOR WARDEN, bearing silver cup of wine and
a burning taperof red wax

DEPUTY GRAND MASTER, bearing golden vesselof corn
(wheat) and a burning taper of white wax

GRAND DEACON GRAND MASTER GRAND DEACON

As the membersof the Grand Lodge passthroughthe
door of the Lodge room, they open ranks, form a pro-
cessionin reverseorder behindthe GrandMaster as he
approachesthe altar, and halt behindhim. The Grand
Marshal approachesthe East,facesabout, and announces:

Most Worshipful Grand Master, the most
Worshipful GrandLodgehas beenpleasedto grant
to the brethren of
Lodge No , a charter authorizingthem to
open a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons in
(or near) the town of
They are now desirous that their Lodge be con-
secrated,dedicated,and constituted;and that their
officers be elected and installed in due and ancient
form. For which purposethey are now here as-
sembled and await your pleasure.

The processionpassesonce around the Emblem of the
Lodge; and the Deputy Grand Master placesthe golden

GRAND JUNIOR
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vessel of corn and the burning taper of white wax at
the Eastof the Emblem of the Lodge. The Geand Senior
Warden placesthe silver cup of wine and the burning
taper of red wa,c at the West of the Emblem of the
Lodge. The GrandJunior Warden placesthe silver cup
of oil and the burning taperof blue wax at the Southof
the Emblem of the Lodge. The Grand Lodge Officers
then take their several stations.

The following hymn may be sung:

Air, “Auld Lang Sync”

Behold! how pleasant and how good
For brethren such as we,

Of the “Accepted” brotherhisod,
To dwell in unity.

‘Tis like the oil on Aaron’s head,
Which to his feet distills;

Like Hermon’s dew so richly shed
On Zion’s racred hills.

For there the Lord of Light snd Love
A blessing sent with power;

Oh r may we all this blessing prove.
E’en life for evermore.

On friendship’s altar, rising here,
Our hands now plighted be,

To live in love, with hesrcs sincere,
In peace and unity.

The Grand Chaplain is conducted by the Grand Marshal to the
altar, and offers the following prayer:

INVOCATION
Great and Eternal God, Universal Father,

Creatorof Worlds and Ruler of Men, we bow be-
fore Theeto renderpraisesto Thy greatand holy
name. We prayTheeto blessthework now begun
with the corn of strength,thewine of refreshment,
and the oil of joy. We invoke Thy blessing upon
this greatbrotherhood,and Thy aid in promoting
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its unity, harmony, and prosperity. 0, Thou Cre-
ator of the Universe,look down from Thy heavenly
abode; and from Thy hand pour out upon this
Fraternity those blessingswith which Thou didst
aforetime bless our fathers. And when we shall
have ended our labors on earth, may we forever
sing the songs of deliverance and joy in that
Heavenly Lodge where love is supremeand the
ties of fraternity and friendship are never to be
broken. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.
The Grand Chaplain is then conducted back to his place.

At this point an or scion may be delivered.
The following hymn may be sung:

Air. “Old Hundred”

How blest the sacred tie that binds
In sweet communion kindred mmdc;
How sweet the heavenly coarse they run.
Whose hearts, whose faith, whose hopes are one

How dear to us the loved retreat,
Where pure delights each brother greet;
Wrthrn rc. how oar raptures swell,
There’s none but kindred souls can tell.

Nor shall sach glowing flame expire,
When sinks and fades fran nature’s fire;
But brighter beam rn realms above,
In heavenly joy, rn heavenly love.

The Grand Master then says:

Right Worshipful Grand Marshal, form the
brethrenin line west of the altar, facing the East,
as their namesare called.

Right Worshipful GrandSecretary,call the roll
of the Chartermembers.

The order is obeyed.
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The Grand Marshal then addresses the Grand Master as follows:

Most Worshipful Grand Master, the brethren
now present before you, duly instructed in the
mysteries of Masonry, having assembledtogether
at statedperiodsby virtue of a dispensationgranted
them for that purpose, and having been granted
a Charter by the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge
of the State of Louisiana, under the name of

Lodge No
do now desire to be constituted into a regular
Lodge, agreeablyto the ancientusagesand customs
of the Fraternity.

The Grand Master responds:

My brethren,the GrandLodge of the State of
Louisiana has examined and approved the record
of your work as a Lodgewhile underdispensation;
and after due deliberation, has been pleasedto
grantyou this Charter,or warrantof Constitution,
conferring on you all the rights and privileges of
a regularly constituted Lodge, which the Right
Worshipful Grand Secretarywill now read.

The Grand Secretary does so, and hands Charter to the Grand
Master.

After the Charter is read, the Grand Master says:

The Charter appearsto be correct, and is ap-
proved. We shall now proceed,accordingto ancient
usage, to constitutethesebrethren into a regular
Lodge.
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CONSECRATION
The Grand Master then says:

Right Worshipful Grand Marshal, you will
form the brethren of the Lodge and the Grand
Officers around the Emblem of the Lodge in
proper order.

The Grand Mambal lays:

The Grand Officers will form a squarearound
the Emblem of the Lodge. The brethren of the
Lodge will form a square outsideof that formed
by the Grand Officers.

The Grand Marshal conducts to the altar the Grand Chaplain, who

reads as follows:

And Jacobrose up early in the morning, and
took the stone that he had put for his pillow, and
set it up for a pillar, and pouredoil upon the top
of it.

And thoushalt takethe anointingoil andanoint
the tabernacle,and all that is therein, and shalt
hallow it, and all the vessels thereof; and it shall
be holy. I will give you the rain of your land
in his due season,the first rain and the latter rain,
that thou mayestgatherin thy corn and thy wine
and thine oil. The first fruit, also of thy corn,
of thy wine and of thine oil, and the first of the
fleece of thy sheep,shalt thou give him.

I have found David, my servant;with my holy
oil have I anointedhim.

And wine that maketh glad the heait of man,
and oil to make his face shine, and bread which
strengthenethman’s heart.
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The Grand Master direrts the bsethren to kneel. Solemn music
may he rendered while the Emblem of the Lodge is uncovered by the
Giand Marshal; after which the Grand Chaplain oilers the invocation

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

Great Architect of the Universe! Maker and
Ruler of all worlds! Deign from Thy celestial
temple, from the realms of light and glory, to
bless us in all the purposesof our presentassembly.
We humbly invoke Thee to give us this day, and
at all times, wisdom in all our doings, strengthof
mind in all our difficulties, and the beauty of
harmonyin all our communications! Permit us, 0
Thou Author of light and life, great Source of
love and happiness,to erect this Lodge, and now
solemnly to consecrateit to the honor of Thy
holy name. Amen.

Responseby the Grand Master—Glory be to
God on High!

Responseby the brethien—As it was in the
beginning,is now, and ever shall be, world with-
out end! Amen.

The Grand Marshal conducts the Grand Chaplain to his station.
All rise. The Grand Marshal presents the golden vessel of corn

to the Deputy Grand Master, who sprinkles the corn upon the Emblem
of the Lodge, saying:

I sprinkle this corn as an emblem of nourish-
ment. May the Giver of every good and perfect
gift strengthenthis Lodge in all its philanthropic
undertakings.
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The following may be sung:

Air, “Old Hundred”

When once of old, in Israel,
Our early brethren wrought with toil,
Jehovah’s blessing on them fell,
In showers of CORN and WINE and OIL.

The Deputy Grand Master and Grand Marshal light the repre-
sentative of the lesser light in the East, from the burning caper of
white wax, and return to their stations.

The Grand Marshal presents the silver cup of wine to the Grand
Senior Warden, who pours the wine upon the Emblem of the Lodge,
saying:

I pour this wine as an emblem of refreshment.
May this Lodge be continually refreshedat the
pure fountain of Masonicvirtue.

The following may be sung:

Air. “Old Handred”

When there a shrine so Him above
They built, with worship sin to foil,
On thieshold and on comes-stone
They poured out CORN and WINE and OIL.

The Grand Senior Warden and the Grand Marshal light the repre-
sentative of tlse lesser light in the West, from the burning taper of red
wax, and return to their stations.

The Grand Marshal presents the silver cup of oil to the Grand
Junior Warden, who pours the oil upon the Emblem of the Lodge,
saying:

I pour this oil as an emblemof joy. May the
SupremeRuler of the Universepreservethis Lodge
in peace, and vouchsafeto it every blessing.

The following may be sung:

Air, “Old Hundred”

And we have come, fraternal band,
Wfth joy and pride and prosperous spoil,
To honor Him by votive hands.
With streams of CORN and WINE and OIL.

~2
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The Grand Junior Warden and Grand Marshal light the represen.
tative of the lesser light in the South. from the burning capei of blue
wax, and return to their stations.

The brethren again kneel, and the Giand Chaplain proceeds with
the following invocation:

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

Grant, 0 Lord our God, that those who are
now about to be invested with the governmentof
this Lodgebe enduedwith wisdomto instruct their
brethren in all their duties. May brotherly love,
relief, and truth always prevail among the mem-
bers of this Lodge; and may this bond of union
continueto strengthenthe Lodges throughoutthe
world!

Bless all our brethren wherever dispersed;and
grant speedyrelief to all who are either oppressed
or distressed.

We affectionately commend to Thee all the
membersof Thy whole family; may they increase
in grace, in the knowledge of Thee, and in the
love of one another.

Finally, may we finish our work here below
with Thy approbation;and then have our transi-
tion from this earthly abode to Thy heavenly
temple above, thereto enjoy light, glory, and bliss
ineffable and eternal.

Responseby the Grand Master—Glory be to
God on High!

Responseby the brethren—As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shal[ be, world with-
out endI Amen.
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DEDICATION
Soft music may be played while the Emblem of the Lodge is

covered. The brethren rise, and the Grand Master dedicates the new
Ladge in these words:

To the memory of the Holy Saints Johrf, we
dedicate this Lodge. May every brother revere
their characterand imitate their virtues. Glory
be to God on high!

Responseby the brethren—As it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world with-
out end! Amen.

Tue Grand Master, with outstretched arms, then says

And may the Lord, the giver of every good
and perfect gift, bless the brethrenhere assembled
in all their laudable undertakings,and grant to
each of them, in needfulsupply, the CORN OF
NOURISHMENT, the WINE OF REFRESH-
MENT, and the OIL OF JOY.

Soft music may be rendered, while the brethren of the new Lodge,
at the command of the Grand Marshal, form in lines west of the
altar, facing the East, and proceed in single file and in clockwise
direction about the Lodge room, their armt crossed upon their breasts.
They bow as they pass the Grand Master. They return to original
po~zcian west of altar.

The Grand Master then says:

The Grand Officers wi[l resume their stations
and places.

0

CONSTITUTION
The Grand Master rses and constitutes the new Lodge in the

following form, all the brethren standing at the same time:
In the name of the Most Worshipful Grand

Lodge of Freeand Accepted N’Iasons of the State

I,.-
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of Louisiana, I now constituteand form youi my
beloved brethren, into a regular Lodge of Free
and Accepted Masonsby the name of

Lodge No
Henceforthyou are empoweredto meetas a regular
Lodge, constituted in conformity to the rites of
our Order, and the charges of our Ancient and
Honorable Fraternity. And may the Supreme
Architect of the Universe prosper,direct, and coun-
sel you in all your doings. Amen.

Responseby the brethren—Somote it be.

The Grand Honors are then given; after which the Grand Master

says:

Right Worshipful Grand Marshal, you will
make proclamationthat
Lodge No has been regularly constituted.

The Grand Marshal says:

By order of the MostWorshipful Grand Master,
I do hereby proclaim that
Lodge No has beenregularly constituted.

This proclamation is made from the East (here the
Grand Master strikes one rap with his gavel), from the
West (here the Grand Senior Warden strikes one rap
with his gavel), and from the South (here the Grand
Junior Warden strikes one rap with his gavel).

Cons~i~ntinga New Lodge 195

The following may be sung:

Air, “America”

Hail, Masonry divine.
Glory of ages shine;

Long may’sc thou reign,
Where’er thy Lodges stand,
May they have greas command,
And always grace the land;

Thou art divine.

Great fabrics still arise,
And grace the scare skies—

Great are thy schemes;
Thy noble orders are
Matchless beyond compare,
No art with thee can share,

Thou art divine.

Hiram, the Architect,
Did all the craft direct

How they should build;
Solomon, great Israel’s King,
Did mighty blessings bring,
And lefi us room to sing,

Hail, Royal Art l

OFFICERSOF A NEW LODGE
The new Lodge having been constituted, etc., the

Giand Master calls for the election of ita oflicers. The
election having been finished, he announces:

This Lodge having been constituted and its
officers duly elected, I shall now proceed with
their installatlon.

Right Worshipful Grand Marshal, collect the
oflicial jewels, place them upon the altar, and
presentBrother , who has been
electedWorshipful Master.

The Grand Marshal conducts the Worshipful Master-elect before the
altar, facing the East, and says:
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GRAND MARsHAL—Most Worshipful Grand
Master, I piesent Brother

, to be installed
Worshipful Master of this Lodge.

GRAND MASTER—Worshipful Grand Marshal,
have you carefully examined the brother, and do
you find him qualified to discharge the duties of
the office for which he has been chosen?

GRAND MARSHAL—Most Worshipful Grand
Master, I find him to be qualified, of good morals,
of greatskill, true and trusty; and,as he is a lover
ol the Fraternity,I doubt not he will dischargehis
dutieswith fidelity and honor.

The Grand Master will perform the installation service to the end.
continuing she ceremony as foi annually elected officers, the Grand
Marshal assisting.

The ceremony of installation is completed by the members of the
new Lodge advancing in pincession (single file and in clockwise direc-
tion) about the Lodge room, paying due homage to she new Worshipful
Master, and signifying their promise of subjection and obedience by the
usual marks of distinction in the several degrees of Masonry.

The Grand Master now reads the following edict, and orders the
Worshipful Master to see that its provisions are carried out:

“That the Worshipful Master of everyLodge receiving
a charter shall, at the first meeting of said Lodge, cause
notice of the fact to be sentto every Lodge from which
the charter membershail, giving eachLodge the names
of their members inserted in the charter.~’~By-Laws,
Grand Lodge of Louisiana, 1171.

The Grand Lodge Officers may then resume their atalions until the
ceremonies are condaded or the Grand Master may prodaim the
Grand Lodge summarily closed and the newly constituted Lodge opened
in the same manner

ANNUAL INSTALLATION OF
LODGE OFFICERS

Installing his successoris the prerogative of the re-
tiring Worshipful Master, although any Past Master
may act as installing officer for the occasion. A com-
petentbrother (usually a PastMaster) will be appointed
to act as Marshal, who will present the officers.elect for
installafion. The jewels of the severalofficers should be
laid in an orderly mannerupon a table in front of the
Installing Officer.

This ceremony,like that of dedicating Masonic halls,
may be conductedin public or in the presenceof Masons
only. The Lodge should be openedon the Third Degree
in its ball, and march in processionto the place where
the ceremoniesare to be performed and, after they are
finished, return to its ball and close. It is better,how-
ever, to have all public Masonic ceremoniestake place
in the Lodge room when practicable. On suchoccasions,
the Lodge should be opened in its hall before the public
is admitted, or in an anteroom,from which it marches
into the Lodge room. After the ceremoniesare over it
can either return to the room where it was opened,or
wait until all visitors have departed,to close.

The exercisesmay be opened with appropriale music.

The In’calling Officei will say:

As Masonswe are taught in all our work that,
before engagingin any great or important under-
taking, we should first invoke the blessingof God.
I thereforecommand silence, and call upon all to
unite with our Chaplain in an address to the
Throne of Grace.

* a a The Installing Officer calls up the brethren.

CHAPLAIN—Let us pray.
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The following or other appropriate prayer will be oflered:

Grant, 0 Lord our God, that those who are
now about to be investedwith the governmentof
this Lodgebe enduedwith wisdom to instruct their
brethren in all their duties. May brotherly love,
relief, and truth always prevail among the mem-
bers of this Lodge; and may this bond of unlon
continue to strengthenthe Lodges throughout the
world! Bless all our brethren,wherever dispersed,
and grant speedy relief to all who are either op-
pressedor distressed. We affectionatelycommend
to Thee all the members of Thy whole family.
May they increasein grace, in the knowledgeof
Thee,and in the love of oneanother. Finally, may
we finish all our work here below with Thy ap-
piobation; and then haveour transition from this
earthlyabode to Thy heavenlytemple above, there
to enjoy Light, glory, andbliss ineffable andeternal.
Glory be to God on high! Amen.

Response—Somote it be.

The Installing Officer will say:

Brother Marshal, conduct Brother
, who has been elected Worshipful

Master of this Lodge, to the East.
The Marshal conducts the Master-elect to the East. and nays:

Worshipful Master, I present to you Brother
, to be installedWorshipful

Master of this Lodge.

The Installing Officer will say~

Let him face the West.
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Brethren, you now behold before you Brother
, who has been

duly elected to serve this Lodge as Worshipful
Master, and is now presentedfor installation. If
any of you haveany reasonto urge why he should
not be installed, you will make it known now, or
forever after hold your peace. Hearing no objec-
tion, I shall proceedto install him.

The brethren are seated.

The Master—elect is conducted West of the Altar, and the Installing
Officer says:

Brother , I congratulateyou
on your election as Worshipful Master of this
Lodge, and it will afford me great pleasureto in-
vest you with the authority and the insigniaof your
office. Previous to your investiture, however, it is
necessarythat you signify your assent to those
ancient charges and regulationswhich point out
the duty of the Masterof a Lodge.

Do you promise to be a good man and true, and
strictly to obey the moral law?

Do you promise to be a peaceablecitizen, and
cheerfully to conform to the laws of the country
in which you reside?

Do you promise not to be concernedin plots and
conspiraciesagainst the government,but to sub-
mit patiently to the law and the constituted
authorities?

Do you promise to pay a proper respect to the
civil magistrates, to work diligently, live credit-
ably, and act honorablytoward all men?
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Do you promiseto hold in venerationthe original
rulers and patrons of the Order of Freemasonry,.
and their regular successors,supremeand subordl-
nate, accordingto their stations;and to submit to
the awards and resolutions of your brethren, in
Lodge convened,in every case consistentwith the
constitutions of the Fraternity?

Do you promise,as much as in you lies, to avoid
private piques and quarrels,and to guardagainst
intemperanceand excess?

Do you promise to be cautiousin your behavior,
courteousto your brethren,and faithful to your
Lodge?

Do you promise to respect genuine and true
brethren,and to discountenanceimpostors and all
dissentersfrom the original plan of Masonry?

Do you promise to promote the generalgood of
society, to cultivate the social virtues, and to propa-
gate the knowledgeol the mystic art?

Do you promise to pay homage to the Grand
Master for the time being, and to his officers when
duly installed; and strictly to conform to every
edict of the Grand Lodge?

Do you admit that it is not in the powerof any
man, or body of men, to make innovations in the
body of Masonry?

Do you promisea regularattendanceon the com-
mIttees and communicationsof the Grand Lodge,
on receiving proper notice; and a proper attention
to all the dutiesof Masonry?
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Do you admit that no new Lodge canbe formed
without permissionof th~ GrandLodge; and that
no countenanceought to be given to any irregular
Lodge, or to any person clandestinely initiated
therein, as being contrary to the ancient charges
of the Order?

Do you admit that no person can be regularly
made a Mason in, or admitted a memberof, any
regular Lodge without previous notice, and due
inquiry into his character?

Do you agreethat no visitor shall be received
into your Lodge without due examination, or
proper avouchment?

Theseare the regulationsof Freeand Accepted
Masons. Do you submit to these charges and
promise to support these regulations, as Masters
have done in all ages before you?

The Master answers: I do.

INSTALLING OFFICER—Brother

in consequenceof your conformity to the charges
and regulations of the Fraternity, you are now
to be installed Masterof this Lodge, in full con-
fidence of your skill and capacity to govern the
same.

You are now investedwith the insignia of your
office, and the furniture and implements of the
Lodge are placed in your charge. The varrousrm-
plements of our professionare emblematicalof a
true Masonic life, and should be the guide ol all
your actions. They are explainedas follows:
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The Holy Bible, that Great Light in Masonry,
will guide you to all truth, direct your path to the
temple of happiness,and point out the whole duty
of man.

The Square will teach you to regulate your
actions and harmonizeyour conductwith the prin-
ciples of morality and virtue.

The Compasseswill teach you to limit your
desires in every station, that, rising to eminence
by merit, you may live respectedand die regretted.

The Rule directs you to observe your duty
punctually, to pressforward in the path of virtue,
and, inclining neither to the right nor to the left,
in all your actions to haveeternity in view-

The Line, the emblem of moral rectitude,teaches
you to avoid dissimulation in word and act; and
to direct your steps to the path which leadsto a
glorious immortality.

The Constitution and Laws you are to search
at all times and cause to be read in your Lodge,
that none may pretend ignorance of the excellent
preceptsthey enjoin.

You now receive in charge the Charter,by the
authority of which this Lodge is held. You are
carefully to preservethe same,andduly to transmIt
it to your successorin office.

You will receive in charge also the By-Laws of
your Lodge, which you are to see carefully and
punctually executed.

The new Master is conducted to the East and placed on the right
of the Installing Officer unt,l the other officess are installed.

The other officers are then severally presented by the Marshal to
the InstallIng Officer, who delivers to esch his appropriate charge.

—0

SENIOR WARDEN

INSTALLING OFFIcER—Brother
you havebeenelectedSeniorWardenof this Lodge.
Do you solemnly promise that you will serve the
Lodgeas Senior Wardenfor the ensuingyear, and
will perform all the duties appertaining to that
office to the best of your ability? (He assents.)
You will now be investedwith the insigniaof your
office.

The Level teachesthat we are descendedfrom
the same stock, partalce of the same nature, and
sharethe samehope; “that we are all children of
one common father, heirs of the same infirmities,
and exposed to the same vicissitudes.” Although
distinctions among men are necessaryto preserve
subordination,no eminenceof stationshould make
us forget that we are brethren, and that in the
Lodge and in all our Masonic associations,we are
on a Level. This implement teachesthat a time
will come—and the wisest knows not how soon—
when all distinctions but that of goodnessshall
cease,and death, the grand leveler of all human
greatness,shall reduce us to the same state.

Your regular attendanceon the statedand other
meetingsof the Lodge is essential. In the absence
of the Master you are to govern the Lodge, and
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in his presenceyou are to assist him in the gov-
elnmentof it. Henceyou will perceivethe necessity
of preparing yourself for the important duties
which may devolve upon you. Look well to the
\Vest, andguardwith scrupulouscare the piLlar of
Strengthcommitted to your charge.

He is conducted to his proper station.

—0——-——--

JUNIOR WARDEN

INSTALLING OFs-IcER—Btother
you havebeenelectedJuniorWardenof this Lodge.
Do you solemnly promise that you will serve the
Lodge as Junior Warden for the ensuingyear,and
will perform all the duties appertainingto that
office to the best of your ability? (He assents.)
You will now be investedwith the insigniaof your
office.

The Plumb admonishesus to walk uprightly in
our severalstations, to do untoothersas wewould
haveothersdo unto us, to observethe just medium
between intemperanceand pleasure,and to make
our passionsand prejudicescoincide with the line
of our duty.

In the absenceof the Masterand Senior Ward-
en, upon you devolves the government of the
Lodge; but to you is especially committed the
superintendenceof the Craft during the hours of
refreshment. It is, therefore, not only necessary
that you be temperateanddiscreetin the indulgence

A of your own inclinations; but also that you care-
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fully observe that none of the Craft convert the
purposeof refreshmentinto intemperanceor excess.
Look well to the South, and with vigilance repre-
sent the pillar of Beauty, that nothing may disturb
the peaceand harmonyof the Lodge.

He is conducted to his station.

0

TREASURER
INSTALLING OFFIcER—Brother

you have been elected Treasurerof this Lodge,
and will now be investedwith the jewel of your
office.

It is your duty to receiveall moneybelongingto
the Lodge from the Secretary,giving your receipt
therefor;and to pay it outby orderof the Worship-
ful Masterand consentof the Lodge. Your own
honor and the confidence the brethren repose in
you, will arouseyou to that faithfulnessin the dis-
charge of the duties of your office which its im-
portant naturedemands.

He is conducted to his station.

0

SECRETARY
INSTALLING OFFIcER—Brother

you havebeen electedSecretaryof this Lodge, and
will now be investedwith the jewel of your office.
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It is your duty to keep a faithful record of all
thingspertainingto the Lodge proper to be written,
transmita copy to the GrandLodgewhenrequired;
receiveall moneydue the Lodge and pay it to the
Treasurer,taking his receipt therefor.

Your love for the Craft and attachmentto this
Lodge will induce you to dischargewith fidelity
the very important duties of your office; and in
so doing you will merit the esteemand commenda-
tion of your brethren.

Ftc is conducted to his station.

0

CHAPLAT N

INSTALLING OFFICER—Brother

you have been appointed Chaplain of this Lodge,
and will now be investedwith the jewel of your
office.

It will be your duty to perform those solemn
serviceswhich we should constantlyrender to our
infinite Creator; and which may, by refining our
souls, strengtheningour virtues, and purifying our
minds, prepareus for admissioninto the society of
those above, whose happinesswill be as endlessas
it is perfect.

He is conductedto his station in the East, at the left of the
Worshipful Master.
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THE SENIOR AND JUNIOR DEACONS
INSTALLING OFFICER—Brothers

and , you havebeen appointed
Deaconsof this Lodge, andare now investedwith
the jewelsof your office. It is your province to at-
tend on the Master and Wardensand to act as
their proxies in the activedutiesof the Lodge: such
as in the reception of candidatesinto the several
degreesof Masonry, in the introduction and ac-
commodation of visitors, and in the immediate
practiceof our rites. The Squareand Compasses,
as badgesof your office, I entrust to your care, not
doubting your vigilance and attention.

They are conductedto their respectivestations.

—0

MASTER OF CEREN/IONIES
INSTALLING OFFICER—Brother

you havebeen appointedMaster of Ceremoniesof
this Lodge, and will now be investedwith the jewel
of your office.

The positions to which you are assigned in the
Lodge are very important. You are to assist the
Senior Deaconand otherofficers in performingtheir
respectiveduties. Your conductshouldbe courteous
and dignified. Rememberthat in your companythe
candidatewill receive his first impressionsof our
Institution. Your regular and early attendanceat
our meetings will afford the best proof of your
zeal and attachmentto the Lodge.

He is conducted to his station.
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MARSHAL
(If a Lodge provides for this Office

[NSTALLING OFFICER—Brother
you have been appointed Marshal of this Lodge,
and will now be invested with the jewel of your
office.

It is your duty to proclaim the officers at their
installation,to arrangeall processionsof the Lodge,
and to preserveorder accordingto the forms pre-
scribed. Skill and precision are essential to the
faithful dischargeof these duties.

He is conducted to his station.

0

STEWARDS
INSTALLING OFFtCER—Brothers

and , you havebeen appointedStew-
ards of this Lodge, and will now be investedwith
the jewels of your office. It will be your duty to
assistthe Senior Deacon and other officers in per-
forming their respective duties; to assist in the
collectionsof dues and subscriptions;and to make
all necessaryarrangementsfor the convenienceof
the brethren when assembled. Your regular at-
tendancewill give us the best evidence of your
zeal and attachmentfor the Lodge.

They are conducted to their statiOns.

0

TYLER
INSTALLING OFFICER—Brother

you havebeenappointedTyler of this Lodge, and
will now be invested with the jewel and the im-
plement~ofyour office.
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As the sword is placed in the handsof the Tyler
to enable him effectually to guard the Lodge
againstthe appioachol cowansand eavesdroppers,
and suffer none to passor repassexcept such as
are duly qualified and have permission of the
Worshipful Master—soit should morally serve as
a constant admonition to us to set a guard over
our thoughts,a watch over our lips, and a sentinel
over our actions; therebypreventingthe approach
of every unworthy thought, word, or deed, and
preservingconsciencesvoid of offense toward God
and toward man. Your regular and punctual at-
tendancewill give us the best proof of your ap-
preciationof, and love for, the Institution.

He is conducted to his station.

The Installing Officer turns to the new Master, holds the gavel in
full view of all, and says:

Worshipful Master, I am now aboutto place in
your hands this gavel, which is also called the
Hiram; because as Solomon controlled and di-
rected the workmenin the temple by the assistance
of Hiram, the Builder, so doesthe Masterpreserve
order in the Lodge by the aid of the gavel. Use
it wisely and justly, never in the causeof injustice
or oppression.Onerapcalls the Lodgeto order,
and, in opening and closing, the Junior Deacon
will rise; two raps call up the designatedofficers
* *; threerapscall up all the brethren,* * * when
you yourself will rise.

The hrethren will remain standing.

I will now seat you in the Oriental Chair, and
cover you with that distinction which it is alone
your privilege to wear.
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Installing Officer says:

All who are not Mastersor Past Masterswill

face the West (omit, if ceremonyis public.)
The new Master is then seated in Oriental chair in due and ancient

form, and brought hack to a standing position. The gavel is placed
in his hand, and he is covered. The Installing Officer uncovers.

The Installing Officer then says:

Worshipful Master, behold your brethren!
Brethren, behold your Worshipful Master! And
join me in giving the Grand Honors.

After the Grand Honors are given, if time and convenience permit.
the hrethren will form a procession, single file, and under direction of
the Marshalwill pass around the hall three times. In passing the East
each brother will salute the Worshipful Master (who remains standing
in his place) in the manner peculiar to she several degrees. (Should
installation ceremonies be conducted in public, of course the procession
and ceremoniesthereto will he entirely omitted, except the installasion
ode, which at this time may he sung.)

The brethren are now seated. The Installing Officer may deliver
an oration or recite the following charges,at his disc ration:

Worshipful Master, having been chosen to pre-
side over this Lodge, you cannot be insensible to
the obligations which devolve upon you. The
honor, reputation, and usefulnessof your Lodge
will materially depend upon the skill and ability
with which you manage its concerns. As Master
of this Lodge, it will be your especialduty to at-
tend to the administrationof its ceremonies,pre-
servethe ancientlandmarksof the Order now com-
mitted to your care, and permit no innovation in
the principlesor rites of the Order.

Upon all suitable occasionsremind the brethren
that Masonry is founded upon the great moral
principles set forth in the sacredvolume which we
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receive as the rule and guide for our faith and
practice. Exhort them to govern themselvesby
these principles, as well with the world at large
as with one another. Teachthem to reverencethe
Three Great Lights, comprehending the Holy
Bible, the perfectSquare,and the extended Com-
passes;the beautiful symbolismof which is familiar
to you, and the explanationsof which includesome
of the most important duties inculcated in our
Order.

The leading objects of our Institution are to in-
culcate sound morality; to make men honest and
upright, true to their God and faithful to their
country; and to unite them by the strong bonds
of charity, friendship, and brotherly love. Great
care, therefore,shouldbe taken in the admissionof
members,lest by the introduction of bad material
the Institution be corrupted. It should be con-
stantly borne in mind that the respectabilityand
usefulnessof a Lodgedo not consist in the number,
but in the character,of its members.

It is better that no workman be addedto the
roll than that one unworthy foot be allowed to
cross the threshold of the Lodge. The uninitiated
judge Masonry by the conduct of its individual
members. You should be as careful of the reputa-
tion of your Lodge as that of your family; and,
as you would admit none to the society of the
latter whosecharacteris bad, so should you care-
fully exclude all such from the former.

As it is the purposeof Freemasonryto create
friendship, to make provision for the relief of poor
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and distressedbrethren,and to protect the widow
and the orphan,to inculcatereverencefor Almighty
God, and to encouragethe growth of the social
virtues which dignify andadorn humannatureand
render mankind peacefuland happy, the doors of
the Lodgeshould be sternly closedagainst the idle,
the profligate, the intemperate~and the licentious.
If, unfortunately, unworthy membersgain admis-
sion, it will be your duty to exercise proper dis-
cipline, to correct abuses, and to restrain the re-
fractory. UnruLy members must be reduced to
order. The first risings of vice must be suppressed;
and when kind and affectionate admonitions fail,
the unworthy should be removed as a blot upon
the Order.

It is also your duty, and will no doubt be your
pleasure,to spreadlight and impart knowledgeto
the brethrenof your Lodge. To preservethe purity
of the Order, and maintain unimpaired its rites
and ceremonies, instruction is necessary. The
mysteriesof the Order mustbe unfolded and the
moral duties inculcated.The mindsof the brethren
must be enlarged and informed. They are to be
frequently reminded of the duties they owe to
Almighty God, the Giver of every good and per-
fect gift. They must be taught to be good men
and true, to be sober, industrious,charitable,up-
right in their dealings,and friendly in their social
intercourse;and to live in love and peace,having
consciencesvoid of offense and unspottedfrom the
world. Thus taught and thus acting, they will
convince mankind of the value of the Institution.

~7
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When addressed, the Senior and Junior Wardens will rise.

BrothersSenior andJunior Wardens,to you are
committed the pillars of Strengthand Beauty. It
is your duty, therefore,to set before the brethren
who surround these pillars, the corn of nourish-
ment, the wine of refreshment,and the oil of joy,
symbolically inculcated in the moral lessonsof the
Order taught from your respectivestations in the
Lodge. In your own personsyou should give evi-
dence that you are governed by the principles of
the Order; as it is by a due regard for them in
your own lives and conduct that you can expect
obediencein others.

You are to assistthe Master in the dischargeof
his trust, diffusing light and imparting knowledge
to all whom he shall placeunderyour care. In the
absenceof the Master you will succeed to the
higher duties; your acquirementsmust, therefore,
be such that the Craft may never suffer for want

- of proper instruction. The spirit which you have
hitherto evinced in your attendanceto the duties
of Freemasonry—wherebythe brethren of the
Lodge exetcised a sound discretion in this selec-
tion—leaves no doubt that your future conduct
will be such as to merit the approbationof your
brethren, and that the just reward which is due
for meritorious services will be renderedin your
advancementto higher stations.

The Lodge being called up. the tnstalling Officer continues as
follows:

22
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TO THE BRETHREN OF THE LODGE

Brethren of Lodge No
such is the nature of our Constitution that some
must of necessityrule and teach;othersmust sub-
mit and obey. The officers you have chosen, and
who have been regularly installed, are sufficiently
acquainted with the rules of propriety and the
laws of the Institution to avoid exceeding the
powers with which they are intrusted. The har-
mony of the Lodge will materially dependupon
the good order you may preserve in the conduct
of its business, and the courtesyand fotbearance
you mayobservetowardone anotherin its delibera.
tions.

I charge you, then, as you shall answer at the
last day, that you act worthy of the vocation to
which you are called, and suffer no faults, no
imperfectionson your part, to tarnish the luster of
your jewels or bring discredit upon the Craft.
RecommendMasonryto theworld by the rectitude
of your conduct. To this end make yourselvesin-
timately acquainted with all its principles and
obligations, and practicein your lives all its duties
and requirements. Divest yourselves,brethren, of
coldnessand apathy,so fatal to your best interests.
Shun those affections and groveling passtonsun-
worthy of a soul that claims affinity with the “Sons
of Light ;“ and put forth all your energiesto grasp
whatevercan reveal new and sublime ideas per-
taining to our lofty destiny. Guard against dis-
sensionsamong yourselves. Let no root of bitter-
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nessspring up to trouble you. Useall your exer-
tions to preserveyour Lodge pure, and pr9ventthe
introductionof vice or error in its thousandforms.
If in the frailty of mortality, a brother falls under
the influence of unholy feelings and wanders into
fotbidden paths, seek the wandererout, bring him
backto the fold, and point out to him the superior
lovelinessof virtue. We may accomplishmuch by
the force of good example, and by offering good
counselin a friendly spirit, ever rememberingthat
to err is human, to lorgive, divine.

Finally, brethren,be of one mind; live in peace.
Let nothing disturb that pure, warm, and holy
love which our ritual enjoins. Follow these in-
junctions and your Lodge will flourish. May the
tenets of your profession be transmitted through
your Lodgeunimpairedfrom generationto genera-
tion.

The Installing Officer continuesas follows:

Brother Marshal, I now declare the several
officers of Lodge No duly in-
stalled into office for the ensuing year in due
and ancient form. You will, therefore,prodaim
the same to the brethren,that they, having due
notice thereof, may govern themselvesaccordingly.

The Marshal says:

By order of the Worshipful Master, I do hereby
proclaim that the officers of
Lodge No are now regularly installed in their
respectivestations and places.

II
VI
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BENEDICTION BY CHAPLAIN
Almighty and everlasting God, from whom

cometh every good and perfect gift, send down
upon Thy servantshere assembledthe healthful
spirit of Thy grace, that they may truly please
Theein all their doings. Grant, 0 Lord, powerof
mind and great understandingto those whom we
havethis daycLothedwith authority to presideover
anddirect theaffairs of this Lodge;and so replenish
them with the truth of Thy doctrine and adorn
them with humility of life that both by word and
example they may faithfully serve Thee, to the
glory of Thy holy name, and to the advancement
of our beloved Institution. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.

TheLodgeis seated.

The Lodge is then closedin due andancient form, with
the public excluded,either hereor where it was opened.

If there are more than one address,there should be
musicalselectionsbetweenthem; or one of the addresses
may precede the installation, followed by a musical
selection. A little ingenuity on the part of those having
the ceremonyin charge can give variety to the occasion
from year to year, and greatly increasethe interest of
the brethren.

V

iNSTALLATION OF THE OFFICERS
OF THE GBAND LODGE

On the last dayof the sessionof the GrandLodge the
Grand Master or some Past Grand Master installs the
Grand Officers-elect.

The presiding Grand Master says:

Right Worshipful Grand Marshal, collect the
official jewels, place them upon the altar, and
presentto the East Brother
who has beenelectedGrand Master.

The GrandMaster-electis presentedhy the GrandMarshal, whe says:

Most Worshipful Grand Master, I present to
you Brother , who, having beenduly
elected to presideover the Craft as their Grand
Master, now declareshimself readyfor installation.

The Grand Master-elect is caused te face the West.

The presiding Grand Masterrises and says:

Brethren,you here behold Brother
who, having been duly electedto presideover the
Craft as their Grand Master, now dedareshim-
self ready for installation. If any of you know of
any reason why he should not be installed, you
will stateyour objections now or foreverhereafter
hold your peace. Hearing no objections,we will
proceedwith the installation.

The Grand Master—elect is conducted West of the Altar. and the
presiding Grand Master says:

)
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It affords me great pleasure,Most Worshipiul
Brother, to install you in your high office of Grand
Masterof Masons.

Do you promise on the honor of a Mason, that
in the office of Grand Masteryou will, according
to the best of your abilities, strictly comply with
the laws and regulationsof this GrandLodge and
all ancient Masonic usages?

The Grand Master-elect—I do.

PRESIDING GRAND MASTER— Having thus
solemnly pledgedyourself to the faithful discharge
of your dutiesas the ruler of the Craft during the
ensuing year, you will now be invested with the
jewel of your office.

Let me congratulate you, Most Worshipful
Brother, on the honor of beingraisedfrom the level
of equality to the high station of presiding over
all the Lodges in the Stateof Louisiana.

We look up with confidenceto a brother whose
person is endearedto us by that love of the Fra-
ternity which is sanctified by the experience of
many revolving years. May the Fatherof light, of
life, and of love invest you with H is choicestgifts;
may heavenly wisdom illumine your mind; may
heavenly power give strength to your exertions;
may heavenlygoodnessfill andenlargeyour breast;
may your feet rest upon the rock of justice; from
your handsmay streamsof beneficencecontinually
flow; and round your headmay therebend a circle
made splendid by the rays of honor. And, late,
very late in life, may you be transmittedfrom the
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fading honors of an earthly lodge to the mansions
preparedfor the faithful in anotherand a better
world.

Let me congratulate you, the Grand Officers,
and other brethren,on the election of our Grand
Master. As it is his duty to commandaccording
to our constitutions,so it is ours with readinessto
obey. Look to the sun, and behold the planetary
worlds revolving around him in continual order
and harmony with the happiest effect; and learn
to imitate their regularity, in the hope of obtaining
from the chairof Solomonthe light of wisdoffi and
the warmth of love. Or look higher still, and be-
hold the cherubimandseraphim,who are exhibited
to us in the oraclesof revelation,as flaming spirits,
burning with zeal and love before the throne of
God. Behold the heavenlyhost, filled with love of
their Creator, and love for our race. See these
ministering spirits, exercising their kind offices to
men, relieving their wants, securing them from
danger, and endeavoringto promote their good.

“Myriads of spiritual beings walk the earth
Unseen,or whenwe sleep,or whenwe wake.”

From them let us learn to rise in our affections
to the great Father of all, and thence descending,
expandthe heart from brother to brother, and to
all mankind. From them let us learn never to be
weary in well doing, but to mourn with them that
mourn, and to rejoice with them that do rejoice;
until, having finished our work on earth,we shall

2
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be admitted to the temple above not madewith
hands,eternal in the heavens.

The new Grand Master is conductedto the East. and the Installing
Officer continuesas follows:

I now bail, salute, and proclaim you Grand

Masterof Masons of the State of Louisiana.

* * ,

Brethren, behold your Grand Master! Grand
Master, behold your brethren!

The Grand Honors are then given hy all the hrethren. The following
ode may fo!low:

I
Air, ~AmerRc4

Hail, Masonry divine,
Glory of agesshine;

Long may’st thou reign I
Where’er thy Lodges stand,
May they have great command,
And always grace the land~

Thou art divine.

The Grand Lodge is seated

The Grand Master then proceedsto nstall the oiher Grand Officers;
or he may waive the right and invite any Past Grand Master to
officiate in h~s stead.

The Grand Marshal presents the Deputy Grand Master-eleci saying

Most Worshipful Grand Master, I presentto
you Brother , who, having been
elected Deputy Grand Master, now declareshim-
self ready for installation.

The Grand Master then says:

Right Worshipful Brother, the station to which
you have been called by the suifrages of your
brethren is one oF great dignity and much im-

V
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pottance. In the absenceof the Grand Master,
you are to eKercise his prerogativesin presiding
over the Craft; in his presenceyou are to assist
him with your counselandco-operation. But while
your powersand privileges are thus extensive, re-
memberthat they carry with them a heavyshareof
responsibility. The honor that has been reposedin
you, demandsa correspondingfidelity and attach-
ment to the interestsof those to whose kindness
and confidenceyou are indebted for your official
elevation. Let the Book of Constitutionsbe your
constantstudy, that you may be betterenabled to
preserveinviolate the laws and ancientlandmarks
of our Order, and that you may be ever ready to
exercisethe functions of that more exalted office
to which you are so likely to be called. Receive
this jewel of your office, and sit at our right hand
to aid us with your counsel.

The remanng Grand Officers are presented in lke mannerby the
Grand MarshAl, and recdve their appropriate charges, as follows:

0

GRAND SENIOR WARDEN

Right Worshipful Brother, by the suifrages of
your brethren,you have been elected their Grand
Senior Warden;and we now invest you with the
jewel of your office.

Your regular attendanceat the communications
of the Grand Lodge is essential. In the absence
of the Grand Master and his Deputy you are to
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govern the Craft; in their presenceyou are to
strengthenandsupport the authority of your chief.

We firmly rely on your knowledge of Free-
masonry and your attachment to our Institution
for the faithful dischargeof the dutiesof this im-
portant trust. Look well to the ~ATest.

0

GRAND JUNIOR WARDEN

Right Worshipful Brother, by the suifrages of
your brethren,you havebeen elected their Grand
Junior Warden; and we now invest you with the
jewel of your office.

Your regular and punctual attendanceat the
communicationsof the Grand Lodge is earnestly
requested.In the absenceof your superiorofficers,
you are to govern the Craft; in their presenceyou
will aid them in their arduouslabors.

We have no doubt that you will faithfully
execute the duties which are incumbent on you
in your presentposition. Look well to the South.

—0

GRAND TREASURER

Right Worshipful Brother, you havebeenelected
to the responsibleoffice of Grand Treasurer;and
we now invest you with the jewel of your office.

It is your duty to receive all moneys due the
Grand Lodge, to make due entries of the same,
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and to pay them out by the order of the Grand
Master, with the consent and approbationof the
GrandLodge. The office to which you havebeen
electedembracesan importanttrust; and the choice
of your brethrenis an evidenceof the high opinion
they entertain for your fidelity and discretion.

We do not doubt that your regard for the Fra-
teinity will promptyou to the faithful dischargeof
your duties.

GRAND SECRETARY

Right Worshipful Brother, you havebeenelected
to the very importantoffice of Grand Secretary;
and we now invest you with the jewel of your
office.

It is your duty to observeal[ the proceedingsof
the Grand Lodge, and make a fair record of all
things proper to be written; to receiveall moneys
due the GrandLodge; and to pay‘them over to the
GrandTreasurer.

You are also the official organ of the Grand
Lodge; and in that capacitywill conduct its vari-
ous correspondence,and act as the medium of in-
tercoursebetween this and other Grand Lodges
and between the Fraternity and their Grand
Master.

In the discharge of these extensive duties let
your carriage and behavior be marked with that
promptitude which will at once reflect credit on
yourself and honor on the Grand Body you
represent.
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GRAND LECTURERS

Right Worshipful Brothers, you have been
elected the Grand Lecturers of this jurisdiction;
and we now invest you with the jewels of your
office.

It is your duty to instruct the Craft in the due
performanceof their duty; to communicatelight
and information to the uninformed; to preserve
our ritual and our traditions in the memory of
the Fraternity; to see that the ancient landmarks
of the Order are not removedby unskilful hands;
and, by your instructions to the Constituent
Lodges, to illustrate the genius and vindicate the
principles of our Institution. It is presumedthat
one whom his brethren have thought capableof
dischargingso importantand difficult a trust, will
require no prompting for the proper performance
of his duty. Let it be your object,while inculcating
upon the members of this time-honoredsociety a
faithful regard for its obligations, to impress the
world at large with a favorable opinion of its
designsand tendency.

0

GRAND CHAPLAIN

XVorshipful and Reverend Brother, the sacred
position of Grand Chaplain has been intrusted to
your care; and we now invest you with the jewel
of your office.

I

In the dischargeof your duties you will be re-
quired to lead the devotional exercises of our
GrandCommunications,and to perform the sacred
functions of your holy calling at our public cere-
monies. Masonry is essentially of religious nature;
and we are sure that in ministering at its altar,
the services you may perform will lose nothing of
their vital influence becausethey are practiced in
that spirit of universal tolerancewhich distinguishes
our Institution. Th~ doctrines of morality and
virtue, which, as the minister of God, you are ac-
customedto inculcate to the wor[d, will form the
appropriatelessonsyou are e,cpectedto communi-
cate to your brethren in the Lodge. The calling
which you have chosenfor your lot in life is the
best guaranteethat you will dischargethe dutiesof
your present appointment with steadfastnessand
perseverancein we[l doing. The Holy Bible, that
Great Light of Masonry, we entrust to your care.

0

GRAND MARSHAL

Worshipful Brother, you have been appointed
Grand Marshal; and we now invest you with
the jewel of your office, and presentyou with this
baton,as the ensign of your authority.

It is your duty to proclaim the Grand Officers
at their installation, to arrangeall processionsof
the GrandLodge, and to preserveorder according
to the forms ‘prescribed. Skill and precision are
essential to the faithful dischargeof these duties.
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GRAND DEACONS

XVorshipful Brothers, you have been appointed
the Grand Deaconsof this GrandLodge; and we
now invest you with the jewels of your office.

It is your province to attend the GrandMaster
and Grand Wardens, and to act as their proxies
in the active dutiesof the Grand Lodge. Let vig-
ilance and attention mark the discharge of the
functionsof your office.

0

THE GRAND SWORD BEARER

Woishipful Brother, the sword which you bear
is thetime-honoredsymbol of JusticeandAuthority.
It reminds the beholderof the dignity of the body
whose emblem it is. It is also the guardianand
protectorof the Standardof the GrandLodge. Be
ever faithful to your trust, and let this jewel of
your office ever remind you of its nature.

0

THE GRAND PURSUIVANT

Worshipful Brother, you are to act as the mes-
sengerof the GrandLodge; andespeciallyto convey
messagesfrom the Grand Junior Deacon to the
Grand Masterconcerningthe approachof visitors
and strangers. In so doing, possessyourself of the
necessaryinformation to announcetheir rank and
position properly;and exercisea sounddiscretion,so
as not to interfere with the proceedingsof the
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Grand Lodge. Be cautious and vigilant, that no
improper person gain admittance. Receive your
emblem of office and repair to your station inside
the door nearthe Junior Deacon.

0

DISTRICT DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS

GRAND STEWARDS

Right Worshipful Brothers,you have been ap-
pointed District DeputyGrand Mastersto serveas
GrandStewardsof the GrandLodge; andwe now
invest you with the jewels of your office.

As Stewardsit is your duty to superintendthe
tables at the hour of refreshment,and to see that
every brother is suitably accommodated. It is,
therefore,necessarythat you yourselvesbe temper-
ate and discreet in the indulgenceof your own in-
clinations; carefully observing that none of the
Craft transgressthe due boundsof moderation in
the enjoyment of their pleasures.

As District Deputy Grand Masters you shall
endeavorto make yourselvesperfect in the knowl-
edgeof our precepts,maxims, and chaiges,as well
as the correct Masonic lectures. In general you
shall be the personalrepresentarivesof the Grand
Master; and in this capacity, consistentwith the
ancient customs of our fraternity, exercise such
superintendenceover the Lodgesof your respective
districts as will tend to increasethe prestigeof the
fraternity.
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GRAND TYLER

Brother, you havebeen electedGrand Ty[er of
this Grand Lodge, and we now invest you with
the jewel of your office; and place this sword in
your hands,the more effectually to enableyou to
guard against the approachof cowansand eaves-
droppers,and to suffer none to pass or repassbut
such as are duly qualified.

It is your duty to guard the door of the Grand
Lodge on the outside; to guard and protect the
iegalia, clothing, and other propertyof the Grand
Lodge placed in your chargeduring vacation, and,
under the direction of the GrandMaster, to have
them alwaysreadyfor use; to summonthe members
of the Grand Lodge under the direction of the
GrandSecretary;and to attendto suchotherduties
as may be required of you by the Grand Lodge.
Your punctual attendanceis necessaryat every
Grand Communication.

The Grand Masterthen says

Worshipful Grand Marshal, I now declarethe
several officers of the Grand Lodge of the State
of Louisiana duly installed into office for the en-
suing year in Ample Form. You will, therefore,
proclaim thesameto the brethren,that they,having
due notice thereof, may govern themselvesaccord-
ingly.

T!se Grand Mas~ei ca!is tsp the brethren.

The Grand Marsha! then says:
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By order of the Most Worshipful GrandMaster,
and by authority of the Most Worshipful Grand
Lodgeof the State of Louisiana, I do hereby pro-
claim that its Grand Officers are now amply in-
stalled in their respectivestations and places, with
the Grand Honors of Freemasonryby threetimes
three.

The Private Grand Honors are then given by a!! the brethren.
Some appropr,ateode may be sung.

BENEDICTION BY GRAND CHAPLAIN

Almighty and everlasting God, from whom
comerh every good and perfect gift, send down
upon Thy servantshere assembledthe healthful
spirit of Thy grace,that they may truly pleaseThee
in all their doings. Grant,0 Lord, powerof mind
and great understandingto those whom we have
this day clothed with authority to pieside over and
direct the affairs of this Grand Lodge; and so re-
plenish them with the truth of Thy doctrine and
adoin themwith humility of life that both by word
and examplethey may faithfully serveThee, to the
glory of Thy holy name, and to the advancement
of our beloved Institution. Amen.

The Grand Lodge s then c!osed.
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CEREMONY OF LAYING A
CORNER-STONE

This is distinctively a Grand Lodge ceremony, and
requiresthe opening of the Grand Lodge. It cannot be
performed by a ConstituentLodge.

Theseceremoniesare conductedby the Grand Master
in person,or by somebrother acting for him under spe-
cial written authority, assistedby the Grand Officers,
or brethren appointed to fill their places for the time
being. Every affiliated Mason is entitled to a place in
the procession.

No corner-stoneshould be laid with Masonic cere-
monies except those of buildings which are to be used
for Masonic purposes, and acknowledgedpublic struc-
tures such at churches, schools, and national, state,
patish or mtsnicipat buildings; and then only by special
request of the proper authorities.

The stoneshould be laid in a prominentplace; and the
local committeeshould consult the Grand Lodge Officers
for the inscription, which should include thename of the
Grand Master by whom it is laid. The Square and
Compassesshould never be omitted, If any other cere-
monies are to be held on the occasion, they must be
concludedbefore the Masonic ceremoniesbegin.

Suitable arrangementsmust be made fos lowering the
stone by threegradual motions. A platform sufficiently
large to accosnmodatethe Gsand Master and the officers
of the GrandLodge,the Chief [Viagistrace and other civil
officers of the place, and the official body under whose
chargethe structure is to be erected, is necessary. It is
the duty of the local Lodge to see that all the necessa,y
preparations are made; and also that the proper
solemnity is observedby the spectators.

A band of music is provided; and the brethren wear
the insignia of the Osder, with ‘ivhite gloves and aprons.

The Grand Lodge is convenedat the appointedtime,
at some convenient and suitable place, and opened in
.\mple Form.
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The proper instructions are given by the Grand Mas-
ter; after which the procession,arrangedby the Grand
1~-Iarshal, sets out in the following order, with music:

TYLER, with drawn sword
Two STEWARDS, with white rods
MASTER MASONS, two and two

Two STEWARDS, with white rods
JUNIOR DEAcoNS
SENIOR DEAcoNS

SECRETARIES
TREASURERS

PAST WARDENS

JUNIOR WARDENS
SENiOR WARDENS

CHAPLAIN
PAST MASTERS

MASTERS OF Loongs
GRAND ‘1 TLER, with drawn Sword

GRAND STEWARDS, with white rods
A BROTHER, ‘ivith a golden vesselcontainingcoin (wheat)
Two BROTHERS, with silver vessels,one containing wine,

the other oil
“PRINCIPAL ARcHITECT, ‘ivith Square,Level, and Plumb

GRAND LECTURERS
GRAND SgCRETARv AND GRAND TREASURER

Tuts HoLy BIELE, SQUARE AND COMPASSES, Carried by a
MASTER OF A Loong, Supportedby Two DEAcONS,

with white rods
GRAND CHAPLAIN
THE Fivg ORDERS

PAST GRAND WARDENS
PAST DEPUTY GRAND MASTERS

PAST GRAND MASTERS

CssstssaMAGISTRATE OF THE PLACE (if a Mason)
GRAND WARDENS

DEPUTy GRAND MASTER

BOOK OF CONSTITUTIONS, Carried by the MASTER OF THE
OLDEST LODGE

GRAND MASTER, Supportedby the Two
GRAND DEACONS, with rods

51t the arthitect is not a alason, the Grand Master witi appoint
some nsemherof she csaft to take this place so the ceremony
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On arriving at the placewhere the stone is to be laid,
the processionopensto the right and left, and the Grand
Master, uncovering, repairs with his officers to the plat-
form, which will be surrounded by the rest of the
brethren.

The band will then discourse music, or a choir will sing some
appropriateode

After which she Grand Master wiii say

As Masonswe are taught in all our work that
before engagingin any greator important under-
taking, we should first invoke the blessingof God.
I thereforecommandsilenceand due attention,and
call upon you to unite with our Worshipful Grand
Chaplain in an addressto the Throne of Grace.

The Grand chaplain will then offer the following, or an extem-
poraneous, prayes

Almighty, Eternal God, Cseatorand Upholder
of the universe, in the beginning Thou hast laid
the foundation of the earth, and the heavensare
the work of Thy hands. As children of Thy crea-
tion we, too, createandmake, plan and mold; and
we, Thy servants, by Thy kind providence,are
assembledhere today to lay this foundation stone,
on which shall resta building to be closely identified
with the highest interestsof this city and parish.
Thou, 0 God, knowest our needs in this, our
presentwork. In Thee is our wisdom; in Theeis
our strength. Vouchsafe to us, we implore Thee,
grace, wisdom, and understanding,that we may
dischargethe solemn duties of this hour to Thy
honor and glory.

We fervently implore Thy blessing on all who
shall be engaged in the erection of this building.
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Give Thine angelschargeover them, to keep them
in all their ways. And may that more glorious
building, of which this shall be typical, be cemented
and adorned, completed and preservedby those
goodly offices and kindly affections which He re
quires. Who wilt lay judgment to the line, and
righteousnessto the plummet. And from this cor-
ner~stone, well-tried, true, and trusty, may the
good work advance in peace and harmony, until
all worthy brethren shall bring forth the head-
stone with shoutings,crying Grace, graceunto it!

Assist us mercifully, 0 Lord, in theseour sup-
plications and prayers,and disposethe way of Thy
servantstowards the attainmentof everlastingsal-
vation; that among all the changesand chancesof
this mortal life they may ever be defendedby Thy
most graciousand ready help. And to Thy name
will we give all the praise,both now and forever.
Amen.

Response—Somote it be.

Some appropriate anthem is sung.

The Grand Master will then sayt

Right Worshipful Grand Senior Warden, it has
been the Custom among the Fraternity of Free
and Accepted Masons, from time immemorial, on
invitation, to assemblethe Craft and lay with ap-
propriateceremoniesthe foundationstonesof public
edifices. In obedienceto that custom, having ac-
cepted the invitation of the building committee to
Lay, in due and ancientMasonic form, the corner-
stone of this building now in processof erection,
I am here today with the officers of the Grand
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Lodge to perform that duty. It is, therefore,my
order that we proceedto the laying of the corner-
stone of this building. This you will proclaim to
the Right Worshipful Grand Junior Warden, and
he to the Craft andotherspresent,that they,having
due and timely notice thereof, may govern them-
selves accordingly.

GRAND Sa t~IOR WARDEN— Right Worshipful
GrandJunior Warden, it is the order of the Most
\Vorshipful Grandl~sIaster of Masonsof the State
of Louisiana,that the cornet-stoneof this building
be now laid in dueandancientMasonicform. This
you will proclaim to the Craft and all present,
that the proceedingsof this occasionmay be ob-
served with due and becoming solemnity.

GRAND JUNIOR WARDEN—Brethren of the
]\‘Iasonic Fralernlty, and all present, take notice
that the most Worshipful Grand1\Iasterof Masons
of the State of Louisiana will now cause to be
tested and tried the corner-stoneof this building,
that he may lay the same in due and ancient Ma-
sonic lorm. You will thereforeobserve that order
and decorumwhich becomethe dignity and solem-
nity of the occasion.

TI the building is intended for Masonic uses, the follosving will be
introduced bar not otherwise

GRAND MASTER—Worshipful Masterof
Lodge, No , what will

your Lodge be like?

Tfle Mustes answers nothing, hut, lifting up his right hand, points
to heaven, then, letting it full, points to the earth, and finally ectends
toehi arms to their utmost limit
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GRAND MASTERIt is a good plan, Worship-
ful i\’Iaster; but haveyou norhing more to tell me?

The Tvtasrer makes no verbal reply so this question, hot puts his
right hand on his heart and peessesthe forefinger of his left hand 00

h,, lips

GRAND l\IASTER—The Worshipful Master does
well, brethren; let us copy his example.

GRAND MAsTER—Right Worshipful Grand
Treasurer,it has been the custom of the Craft, on
Occasionslike the present,to deposit in the cavity
of the stone placed at the northeastcorner of the
building, certain memorialsof the period in which
it was erected;so that if, in the lapseof ages, the
fury of the elements, the vIolence ol man, or the
slow but certain ravagesof time should lay bare
ifs foundation, an enduringevidencemay be found
by succeedinggenerationsto bear testimony to the
untiring industry of Free and Accepted Masons.
Has such a deposit been prepared?

GRAND TREASURERIt has, Most Worshipful
Grand Master, and the memorialsare now in the
casketbefore you.

GRAND MASTER—Right Worshipful GrandSec-
retary, you will read the list of memorials, that
all may be informed.

The Grand Serietary then reads the fist of articles, umong which
should be a copy of else tfoly Scriptares and a list of the officers of
the Grand Losige for else current yeas and of the officers of else acting
Giund Lodge peiforming cIsc ceiemony H the building is for l’sfusonic
uses, it should include a oIl of the building Lodge If she building
is a church or public edifice, clse,e should be a fist of the Official Board
having chargeof its e,eccion And to all of this may be added copies
of rIse hucaf papers, the names of thee public officers of the city and
parish, rIse order of processionand else program of the occasion, the
coins and currency of the countly, etc The stone shall be of sufficient
site for the cavity tfleresn en contain said urnslea
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GRAND MASTER—Right Worshipful Grand
Treasurer,you will now deposit the casket in the
cavity preparedfor it; and may the Grand Archi-
tect of the Universe, in His infinite wisdom, grant
that agesupon agesshall pass away ere it again
be seen by human eyes.

All respond—Somote it be.

Then, during music, the Geand Treasuresssill make the deposit

GRAND MASTER—Worshipful Grand Marshal,
you will direct the Craftsmen to furnish the ce-
ment, and the Architect to be preparedto lower
the stone to its proper position.

GRAND MARSaIAL—Craftsmen,you will furnish
the cement; and Architect, you
will be preparedto lower the stoneas you may be
directed.

The cement is tarnished by the craftsmen; else Aichitect states that
the stone is ready to he lowered, and presentsthe Grand Master with
a trowel; the Grand Master spreadsthe cement over the top of the
sconeon which the corner-sconewill rest.

GRAND MASTER— Architect,
let the stone be lowered one-third of the distance.
Brethren,join with me in the Public GrandHonors
once. (The order is obeyed.) Let the stone be
lowered two-thirds of the distance. Brethren,
the Public Grand Honors twice. (The order is
obeyed.) Let the stone be lowered to its position.
Brethren,join with me in the Public Grand Hon-
ors by threetimes three. (The order is obeyed.)

During the lowering of ihe stone appropriate music will be furnished
by the band, or the following may be sung by the choir.
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Air. “Old Hundred”

Master Supremeto Theethis day,
Our cornea—stonewith praise we lay;
And resting on Thy word fulflll’d,
To Thee, 0 Losdl our house we build.

Nor build we here with strength alone.
Or carven wood or sculptured stone;
But squarely hewed and henadly planned.
Our lanes we raise, like ashlassgrand.

By Thee, 0 Lord, our work designed,
The widow’s son his help shall find;
And we shall frame, for trembling youth.
The winding stairs that lead to Truth.

In Faith we toil, in Hope we climb
To charity, our Arch sublime;
And evermorethe Key-stonesee,
O M~sterl Lord! in Thee! in Thee!

The Principal Architect then presents the Grand Master with the
Plumb, Leve, and Square, laying:

]Vfost Worshipful Grand Master, the necessary
preparationshaving been made for laying the cor-
ner-stoneof this building, I presentyou the Plumb,
Level, and Square, those useful implementsof the
Craft, by which you will be able to ascertainthat
the materialshavebeen properly prepared,and the
corner-stoneyou have laid is well formed, true,
and trusty.

The Grand Master, taking the three implements in his hand, dis-
tributes them successively—thePlumb to the Grand Junior Warden,
the Level to the Geand Senios Wasden,the Squareto the Deputy Grand
Master—andsays:

GRAND MASTER—Right Worshipful Deputy
Grand Master, what is the jewel of your office?

DEPUTY GRAND MASTER—The Square, Most
Worshipful Grand Master.

GRAND MASTER—What are its moral and
Masonic uses?
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DEPUTY GRAND M ASTER—PO square our ac-
tions by the square of v;rtue, and to prove our

work.

GRAND MASTER—Apply the implementof your
office to that portion of the corner-stonewhich
needsto be proved, andmake report.

Thee Deputy Grand Masterapplies the Squareto the stoneand says.

Most Worshipful Grand Master, I find the
corner-stoneto be square. The Craftsmen have
performed their duty.

GRAND MASTER—Right Worshipful Grand
Senior Warden,what is the jewel of your office?

GRAND SENIOR WARDEN—The Level, Most
Worshipful Grand Master.

GRAND MASTER—What are its mora[ and Ma-
sonic uses?

GRAND SENIOR WARDEN—Morally, it teaches
us equality; and its use is to lay horizontals.

GRAND MASTER—Apply the implementof your
office to the corner-stoneand make report.

The order is obeyed

GRAND SENIOR WAnnEN—MOst Worshipful
Grand Master, I find the corneg-stoneto be level.
The CraftsmenhaveperformedIheir duty.

GRAND MASTER—Right Worshipful Grand
Junior Warden,what is the jewel of your office?

GRAND JUNIOR WARDEN—The Plumb, Most
Worshipful Grand Master.
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GRAND MASTER—What are its moral and
~vIasonicuses?

GRAND JUNIOR WARDEN—Morally, it teaches
rectitude of conduct; and we use it to try per-
pendiculars.

GRAND MASTER—Apply the implementof your
office to the several edgesof the corner-stoneand
make report.

The order is obeyed.

GRAND JUNIOR WARDEN—MOSt Worshipful
GrandMaster, I find the corner-stoneto be plumb.
The Craftsmen have performed their duty.

Thee Gr~snsh Master approachesthe stone, and striking it three times

with, hiss gavel, says

GRAND MASTER—ThiS corner-stone has been
duly tested by the proper implementsof Masonry.
I find that the Craftsmenhave skilfully and faith-
fully performed their duty; and I do declare the
stone to be well formed, true, and trusty, and
correctly laid, accordingto the rules of our ancient
Craft. And may this work, auspiciouslybegun,be
continued and completed by the benign principles
of peace, harmony, and brotherly love.

Let the elements of consecrationnow be pre-
sented.

The Depuey Grand Master comes forward with the vessel of corn,

and scuecersugit on she stone, says.

I scatter this corn as an emblemof plenty. May
the blessingsof bounteousheavenbe showeredupon
us, and upon all like patriotic and benevolentUn-

Th
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dertakings, and inspire the hearts of the people
with virtue, wisdom, and gratitude.

Response—Somote it be.

The Grand Senior Warden then comes forward with the vessel of
wine, and pouring it upon the stone, says:

I pour this wine as an emblem of joy and glad-
ness. May the Great Ruler of the Universe bless
and prosperour national, state, and city govern-
ments, and preservethe union of the States. May
it be a bond of friendship and brotherly love that
shall endure through all time.

Response—Somote it be.

Thie Grand Jonios Warden then comes forward with the vessel of
oil, and poesring as upon the stone, says:

I pour this oil as an emblem of peace. May
its blessingsabidewith us continually;and may the
Grand Master of heaven and earth shelter and
protect the widow and orphan,~hield and defend
them from the trials and vicissitudesof the world,
and so bestowmercyupon the bereavedandafflicted
that they may know sorrow and trouble no more.

Response—Somote it be.

The Grand Master, standing in front of nil and extending his hands.
oflees the following psayer:

INVOCATION
May the all-bounteousAuthor of Nature bless

the inhabitantsof this placewith an abundanceof
the necessaries,conveniences,and comforts of life,

-=1
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// assist in the erection and completion of this build-
ing, protect the workmen against every accident,
longpreservethe structurefrom decay; and grant
to us all a supply of the corn of nourishment,the
wine of refreshment,and the oil of joy.

GRAND MASTER—Brethren, assistme in giving
the Public Grand Honors.

The Grand lVfaseer then dehiveas over to the Architect the implements

of architecture, saying

Worthy Brother, having thus far, as Grand
Master of Masons, laid the corner-stoneof this
structure, I now deliver theseimplementsof your
professioninto your hands.And I entrustyou with
the superintendenceand direction of the work,
having full confidence in your skill and capacity
to conduct the same in such a mannerthat the
building may rise in order, harmony, and beauty,
and be perfected in strength; that it may answer
every purpose for which it is intended,to your
credit and the satisfactionand honor of those who
have trustedyou with thework; and that as it has
been happily begun, so may it be carried o~i, by
God’s will, to a happy ending.

Some appropriate anthem may now he song.

Then hohloins an oration; or the Grand Master may addressthe
assembhs’as hollows:

Men and brethren here assembled,be it known
unto you that we be lawful Masons, true and
faithful to the laws of our country; and engaged,
by solemn obligations to erect magnificent build-
ings, to be serviceableto the brethren,and to revere
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God, the Great Architect of the Universe. We
haveamongus, concealedfrom the eyesof all men,
secretswhich cannotbe divulged, and which have
neverbeen found out; but thesesecretsare lawful
and honorable,and not repugnantto the laws of
God or man. They were intrHsted in peaceand
honor to the Masonsof ancienttimes; and as they
have been faithfully transmitted to us, it is our

duty to convey them unimpairedto the latest pos-
terity. Unless our Craft were good and our call-
ing honorable, we should not have lasted br so
many centuries;nor should we havebeen honored
with the patronageof so many illustrious men in
all ages,who haveever shown themselvesready to
promoteour interestsand defend us from all ad-
versaries. We are assembledhere today in the face
ol you all, to build a house,which we pray God
may deserveto prosperby becominga placeof con-
course for good men and by promoting harmony
and brotherly love throughoutthe world, till time
shall be no more.

Response—Somote it be. Amen.

A voluntary collection is then madeby the Grand Stewards among
the brethren for else needy workmen, or other appropriate object, as
may he suggestedby the Grand Master; and the sum thus collected is
placed upon the stone by else Graud Treasurer, daring which the
following song is sung in honor of Masonry:

Air. “America’s

Hail, Masonry divine,
Glory oh ages shine,

Long may’st thou reign.
Where’er thy Lodges stand,
May they have great tommand,
And always grace the land~

Thou art divine
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Great fabrics still arise,
And grace the azure skies—

Great are thy schemes,
Thy noble orders are
Maechhessbeyond compare,
No are with, thee can share,

Thou art divine.

Hiram, the Architect.
Did all she craft direct

How they should build;
Solomon, great Israel, King
Did mighty blessings bring,
And left us room to siisg,

Hail, Royal Artl

GRAND MASTER—Worshipful Grand Marshal,
make proclamation that this corner-stonehas been
laid agreeably to the usages of Ancient Craft
Masonry, and in Ample Form.

GRAND MARSHAL — By order of the Most
Worshipful Grand Master of Masonsof the State
of Louisiana I proclaim that this corner-stoneis
laid agreeablyto the usages of Ancient Craft
Masonry, and in Ample Form.

The fohlosslog/or susie oehsrr appiopriace benediction/is then pro-

nounced by else Grand Chaplain

The Lord bless us and keepus. The Lord make
His face to shine upon us and be graciousunto us.
The Lord lift up the light of His countenanceupon
us, and give us His peace, this day and forever-
more. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.

After which the procession icesirns in the same orsher to the place
ushencehe see out, and the Grand Lodge is closed in Ample Form
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DEDICATION OF MASONIC HALLS

At the time appointed for the ceremonies of dedication,
the Grand Master and his officers, accompanied by the
members of the Grand Lodge, meet in a convenient roOm’
near the place where the ceremony is to be performed,
and the Grand Lodge is opened in regular form.

The procession is formed under direction of the Grand Marshal;
alter which the Grand Lodge, en the accompaniment of music. movesi
to the Hall to be dedicated, in the following order:

TyLER, with drawn sword
STEWARDS,with white rods

MASTER MAsoNs
GRAND CHAPLAiN, bearing the Holy Writings, Square and

Compasses,supported by Two STEWARDS with rods
Two buining tapers, borne by Two PAST MASTERS

GRAND LECTURERS
GRAND SECRETARY AND GRAND TREASURER

Git.AND JUNIOR WARDEN, carr3riflg a silver vessel with
corn (wheat)

GRAND SENIOR WARDEN, carrying a silver vessel with
wine

DEPUTY GRAND MASTER, carrying a golden vesselwith oil
TuE EMBLEM OF THE LODGE”

Covered with white linen,
Carried by FOUR BRETHREN

MASTER OF THE OLDEST LODGE, Carrying a Book of
Constitutions

GRAND MASTER,
Supported by GRAND DEAcONS, with rods

The Grand Officers advance to the center of the Lodge room, halt.
and repair to their respertive stations.

- The Emblem of the Lodge is placed in front of the altar, toward
the East, and the gold and silver vesselsand tights are placed aroundit.

•When a suitable room is not available, the Grand Lodge may be
opened in the Hall to be dedicated.

~See page 184.

mci
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These arrangements completed, the following or some other appropriate
ode may be sung

Master Supreme, accept our praise;
Still bless this consecratedband;

Parent of light, illume our ways,
And guide us by thy soveseigohand.

May Faith. Hope, charity, divine,
Here hold their undivided reign;

Friendship and Harmony combine
To sootheour cuies—enbanish pain.

May pity dwell within each breast,
Relief attend the suffering poor;

Thousands by this, our Lodge, be blest,
Till worth, distresad.shall want no more.

The Master of the Lodge en which belongs the Hall to be dedicated,
then rises and addressesthe Grand Master as folloses.

Most Worshipful Grand Master, the brethren
of Lodge, animated
with a desireto promote the honor and interestof
the Craft, haveerected a Masonic Hall for their
convenienceandaccommodation.They are desirous
that the samebe examinedby the Most Worshipful
Grand Lodge; and if it meet with their approba-
tion, that it be solemnlydedicatedto Masonic pur-
poses, agreeably to ancient form and usage.

The Architect or Brother who has had the usanagemene of the
conqruction (or remoshehing), 5 hen addressesthe Grand Master as
follows

Most Worshipful Grand Master, having been
entrustedwith the superintendenceand manage-
ment of the workmen employedin the construction
(or remodeling) of this edifice, and having, ac-
cording to the best of my ability, accomplishedthe
task assignedme, I now return my thanks for the
honor ol this appointment;and beg leave to sur-
render the implements which were committed to
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my care when the foundation of this fabric was
laid (presentingto the Grand Master the Square,
Level, and Plumb), humbly hoping that the exer-
tions which havebeen made on this occasionwill
be crownedwith your approbation,and that of the
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge.

To which the Grand Master replies

BrotherArchitect, the skill and fidelity displayed
in the executionof the trust reposedin you at the
commencementof this undertaking, have secured
the entire approbationof the Grand Lodge; and
its members sincerely pray that this edifice will
continue a lasting monument of the taste, spirit,
and liberality of its founders.

The Deputy Grand 1\lastei sum rises ansI sass

Most Worshipful Grand Master, the Hall in
which we ate now assembledand the plan upon
which it has beenconstructed(or remodeled),hav-
ing met with your approbation,it is the desire of
the Fraternity that it be now dedicatedaccording
to ancient form and usage.

The Emblem oh else Lodge is uncovered, and a procession is made
around it in the lohlossing losm, during which solemn music may be
played.

7

GRAND TYLER, with drawn sword
GRAND CHAPLAIN, with the Great Lights

GRAND LEcTURERS
GRAND SEcRETARy AND GRAND TREASURER,with emblems

GRAND JUNiOR WARDEN, with vesselof corn (wheat)
GRAND SENIOR WARDEN, with vesselof wine
DEPUTY GRAND MASTER, with vesselof oil

GRAND MASTER,

Suppoetedby GRAND DEACONS, with rods
When the processionarrives at else East, it halts, the music ceases,

and the Grand Chaplain offers else following insoracion
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CONSECRATION PRAYER

Almighty and ever-glorious and gracious Lord
God, Creatorof all things, andGovernorof every-
thing Thou hast made, mercifully look upon Thy
servants, now assembledin Thy nameand in Thy
presence; and bless and prosper all our works be-
gun, continued, and ended in Thee. Graciously
bestowupon us Wisdom in all our doings, Strength
of mind in all our difficulties, and the Beauty of
harmony and holiness in all our communications
and work. Let Faith be the foundation of our
Hope, and Charity the fruit of our obedienceto
Thy revealedwill.

lVIay all the work of our Institution done in this
house be such as Thy wisdom may approve and
Thy goodnessprosper. Graciously be pleased,0
Thou SovereignArchitect of the Universe,to bless
the Craft, wheresoeverdispersed,and make them
true and faithful to Thee, to their neighbors,and
to themselves. And when the end of our labor is
drawingnear, and the pillar of our strengthis de-
clining to the ground,graciously enableus to pass
through the valley of the shadow of death, sup-
ported by Th’,’ rod andThy staff, to thosemansions
beyond the skies, where love and peaceand joy
forever reign before Thy throne. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.
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SONG
Air. “Old Hundrgd”

Geniusof Masonry, descend,
And with thee bring thy spotless train;

Constant our sacied rit~s attend,
While we adore thy peaceful reign.

The first prosession having been made around the Emblem of die
Lodge, the Grand Master, having reached the East. halts; sod the
Grand Junior Warden presents the vesselof corn to the Grand Master,
maying:

Most Worshipful Grand Master, in the dedica-
tion of Masonic Halls, it has been the customof
Freeand Accepted Masonsfrom time immemorial
to pour corn upon the Emblem of the Lodge, as
an emblem of nourishment. I therefore present
to you this vessel of corn, to be employed by you
accordingto ancient usage.

The Grasd Mastes, striking thrute with Isis gavel, pours the coin

upon thin Emblem oh else Lodge, saying

In the name of the greatJehovah,to whom be
all honor and glory, I do solemnly dedicate this
Hall to Freemasonry.

The Grand Honors are given according to custom

Bring with thee virtue, brightest Maid
Bring Love, bring Truth, bring Friendship here;

While social Mirth shall lend her aid
To smooth the wrinkled brow of care

The second procession is then made around the Emblem of the
Lodge; and the Grand Sensor Warden presents the vessel of wine to
the Grand Master, saying

Most Worshipful Grand Master, wine, the em-
blem of refreshment, having been used by our
ancientbrethrenin the dedicationand consecration
of their Lodges, I presentto you this vesselof wine
to be used on the present occasion according to
ancient Masonic form.
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The Grand Musics pours the nine upon the Emblem of the Lodge,
saying.

In the nameof the holy SaintsJohn, I do sol-
emnly dedicate this Hall to Virtue.

The Grand Honors are twice given according to custom.

Bring Charity, with goodnesscrowned,
Encircled in thy heavenly robe I

Diffuse thy blessings all around,
To every corner of the Globe.

The third procession is then made around the Emblem of the
Lodge: and the Deputy Grand Master presents the vessel of oil to the
Grand Master, saying:

Most Worshipful Grand Master, I present to
you, to be used according to the ancient custom,
this vessel of oil, an emblem of that joy which
should animateevery bosom on the completion of
every important undertaking.

The Grand Master pours the oil upon the Emblem of the Lodge.

saying:

In the name of the whole Fraternity, I do
solemnly dedicate this Hall to Universal Benevo-
lence.

The Grand Honors are thrice given according to custom.

To Heaven’s high Architect all praise,
All praise, all gratitude be given.

Who deigned the human soul to raise.
By mystic secrets, sprung from Heaven.

The Grand Chaplain, standing before the Emblem of the Lodge.
then offers the following prayer:

INVOCATION
And may the Lord, the Giver of every good and

perfect gift, bless the brethren here assembled,in
all their laudableundertakings;and grant to each
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of them,in needfulsupply, the corn of nourishment,
the wine of refreshment,and the oil ol joy. Amen.

Response—Somote it be.

The Grand Marshal still then siowiy re-cotrr the Emblem of the
Lodge, after which she Grand Master is ill resume h

5s cbasr and the
other Grand Officers take sliest sespeceivestations and places Music
may follow

GRAND MASTER—Worshipful Grand Marshal,
you will now make proclamationthat the Hall in
which we are assembledhas been solemnly dedi-
cated to the purposesof Freemasonryin Ample
Form.

GRAND MARSHAL—I am directed by the Most
Worshiplul Grand iVilaster to proclaim, and I do
hereby proclaim, that this Hall has beensolemnly
dedicatedto the purposesof Freemasonryin Ample
Form.

Tiajo proctamarion is made from the East (here the
Gi and Master strikes one sap iwith hss ga’vel), from the
West (here the Grand Sensor Warden strikes one rap
iwith his gsvvel),from the South (here the Grand Junior
Winden stzkes one rap with his gaivel).

Some sisitible ode msy be sung

The fohloiving or an appropriate os gins

1 oration is then delivered

ORATION

Brethren, the ceremonieswe have performedare
not unmeaningrites, nor the amusingpageantsof
an idle hour; but have a solemn and instructive
import. Suffer me to point it out to you, and to
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impressupon your minds the ennobling sentiments
these ceremoniesare so well adaptedto convey.

This Hall, designedand built by Wisdom, sup-
ported by Strength, and adorned in Beauty, we
are first to consecratein the name oi the great
Jehovah. This teachesus, in all our works, begun
and finished, to acknowledge,adore, and magnify
Him. It reminds us, also, in awe ol Him to enter
the door of the Lodge, to put our trust in Him
while passing its trials, and to hope in Him for
the reward of its labors.

Let, then, its altar be devoted to His service,
and its lofty arch resoundwith His praise. May
the eye which seeth in secret, witness here the
sincereand unaffectedpiety which withdraws from
the engagementsof the world to silence and
privacy, that it may be exercssedwith less interrup-
tion and less ostentation.

Our marcharoundthe Lodge reminds us of the
travels of human life, in which Freemasonryis an
enlightened,a safe, and a pleasantpath. Its tessel-
lated pavementof mosaic work intimatesto us the
checkered diversity and uncertainty of human
affairs. Our step is time; our progression,eternity.

Following our ancientConstitutions,with mystic
rites we dedicate this Hall to the honor of Free-
masonrs-.

Our best attachmentsare due the Craft. In its
prosperity, we find our joy; and, in paying it
honor, we honor ourselves. But its worth tran-
scendsour encomiums and its glory will outsound
our praise.
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Brethren, it is our pride that we haveour names
on the records of Freemasonry.May it be our
high ambition that they shed luster on the im-
mortal page!

The Hall is dedicatedalso to Virtue.

This worthy appropriation will always be duly
regardedwhile the moral dutieswhich our sublime
lectures inculcate, with affecting and impressive
pertinency,are cherished in our heartsand illus-
trated in our lives.

As Freemasonryaims to enliven the spirit of
Philanthropy and promote the cause of Charity,
so we dedicatethis Hall to UniversalBenevolencer
in the assurancethat every brother will dedicate
his affectionsand his ability to the same generous
purpose;and that while he displays a warm and
cordial affection for thosewho are of theFraternity,
he will extend his benevolent regards and good
wishes to the whole family of mankind.

Such, my brethren,is the significant meaningof
the solemnrites we have just performed; for such
are the peculiar dutiesof every Lodge. I neednot
enlargeupon them now, nor show how they diverge,
as rays from a center, to enlighten, to improve,
and to cheer the whole circle of life. Their im-
port and their applicationare familiar to you all.
In their knowledge and their exercise, may you
fulfill the high purposesof the MasonicInstitution.

How many pleasingconsiderations,my brethren,
attend the pleasant interview! While in almost
every otherassociationof men, political animosities,
contentions, and wars interrupt the progressof
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Humanity and the causeof Benevolence,it is our
distinguishedprivilege to dwell together in peace,
and engagein plans to perfect individual andsocial
happiness. While in many other nationsour Fra-
ternity is viewed by politicians with suspicion, and
by the ignorant with apprehension,in this country
its membersare too much respected,and its prin-
ciples too well known, to make it the object of
jealousy or mistrust. Our private assembliesare
unmolested;and our public celebrationsattiact a
more general approbationof the Fraternity. In-
deed, its importance,its credit, and, we trust, its
usefulnessare advancingto a height unknown in
any former age. The presentoccasiongives fresh
evidenceof the increasingaffection of its friends;
and this noble apaitment,fitted up in a style of
such eleganceandconvenience,does honor to Free-
masonryin the samemeasureas it reflects the high-
est credit on the respectableLodge for whose ac-
commodationand at whose expenseit is erected.

We offer our sincerestcongratulationsto the
Worshipful Master, Wardens,Officers, and Mem-
bers of Lodge. We
commend their zeal, and hope it will meet with
the most ample recompense. May their Hall be
the happyresortof Piety, Virtue, and Benevolence.

May it be protected from accident,and long
remain a monumentof their attachmentto Free-
masonry. May their Lodge continue to flourish,
their union to strengthen,and their happinessto
abound. And when they, and we all, shall be re-
moved from the labors of the earthly Lodge, may
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254 Dedication ol MasonicHalls

we be admitted to the brotherhoodof the perfect,
in the building of God, the Hall not madewith
hands,eternal in the heavens.

The GrandLodge may be closed in the newly dedicated
Hall; or if it was opened in a room apart, it may form
in procession and return to that room for the closing
cesemonses.

1
RECEPTION OF VISITORS

The receptionof visitorswith the honor due their rank,
is an ancient custom of the Fraternity which should
never be omitted.

GRAND MASTER

When a visit from the Grand Master is e,cpected,the
Worshipful Master will see that a convenientapartment
is provided for his use and that of his Suite. When the
GrandMaster’s visit is announced,the Master will send
the Senior Deacon,Marshal, and the Stewardswith their
rods, to escort him to the Lodge room. The procession
will form in the following order:

STe WAROS

SENIOR DEAcON AND MARSHAL

SUITE

GRAN’O MASTER

On arriving at the door, the Marshal will announceto
the Tyler, ‘The Most Worshipful Grand Master of
Masonsof the State of Louisiana and members of his
Official Family.” The Tyler will then announceto the
Junior Deacon, “The Most Worshipful Grand Master of
Masonsof the State of Louisiana and members of his
Official Family.” The Junior Deacon will make the
same announcementto the Worshipful Master. The
Worshipful Master will then call up the Lodge and order
the Junior Deacon to admit the Grand Lodge Officers.
The Stewards will enter, halt just inside the door and
cross their rods. The Senior Deacon and Marshal will
enter, followed by Grand Lodge Officers in double file,
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256 Receptionof Visitors

in inverse order of their rank. On arriving at altar the
Senior Deacon will lead his column to the left, and the
Marsha] will lead his column to the right, forming a line
west of the altar. As the Grand Master enters the door
the Stewardswill escort him to the altar (rodscrossed),
and the three will occupy position left for them in front
of altar. The Senior Deacon will introduce the Grand
Lodge Officers, in inverse order of their rank. The
Worshipful Masterwill receive the Grand Lodge Officers
according to ancient usages, with the Private Grand
Honors

5 of Masonry. He will then direct the Senior
Deacon to escort the Geand Master to the East, and will
invite the other Grand Lodge Officers to the East. The
Worshipful Master will resign to the Grand Master the
chair and gavel. The brethren are seated.

Stewards do not accompany Grand Master to the East.

The Grand Master may decl’ne the chair and gavel, or may accept
the sante and resign them at hi, pleasure.

The Private Grand Honors of Masonry are performed in a manner
known only to Masons, since they can he used only in a Master’s
Lodge. They are practiced by the Craft on tsve occasions: private
consecrationof a Masonic Hall; constitution of a new Lodge; installa-
tion of a Master-elect; installation of Grand Lodge Officers; and
official reception by a Lodge of an elective Grand Lodge Official. They
are used at all these ceremonies as a token of congratulation and
Isotnage. And as they can be given only by Master Masons, it is
evident that these ceremonies must he done in the Third Degree; and
that the manner ol giving the Private Grand Honors can he communi-
cated only to Master Masons. They are among the things forbidden
to he divulged.

The Public Grand Honor,, as their name imports, do not partake
of this secret character. They may be given on all public occasions
in the presente of the profane as well as the initiated. They are usesi
at the laying of corner.stonesof public buildings, or in other services
so which the ministrations of the Fraternity are required.

aThe Grand Honors of Masonry are those peculiar acts and gestures
by which the Craft have always been accustomed co expresstheir
homage, their joy, or their grief, on memorable occasions. They are
of two kinds, private and public; they are used on different occasions.
and for different purposes.
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Should the Grand Master or other elective Grand
Lodge Officer so desire, he may enter the Lodge room
before the opening ceremonies and take a seat among the
brethren. As soon as practicable after the Lodge is
declared open, the Worshipful Master will direct the
Senior Deacon to conduct the Grand Lodge Officer (or
Officers) vvest of the altar; and the Senina Deacon will
introduce him. Should more than one Grand Lodge
Officer be present, they will be introduced in inverse
order of their rank. The Lodge will be called up, the
Private Grand Honors given, and the visitois invited
to the East. The ranking officer should be escorted to
the East~sby the Senior Deacon. The brethrenare seated.

All elective Grand Lodge Officers are entitled to be
received in the above-prescribedmanner.

—0

OTHER BRETHREN
Every possible courtesy should be shovsn the visitor

prior to his admission, as well as afterwards; but it
should be borne in mind that he has not as yet under-
gone the “strict trial” or “due examination” required by
Masonic law.

Many jurisdictions requise the visitor to present docu-
mentary evidenceof his Masonic affiliation and standing;
and it is well to request the visitor to exhibit any evi-
dence such as diploma, certificate of membership, receipt
for dues, etc. If the visitor has such a document, his
signature thereon should be compased with his signature
to the visitor’s register. The Lodge should have a list
of regular Lodges; and the question of regularity of the
visitor’s home Lodge should be verified.

A committee should be appointed by the Worshipful
Master to examine the visitor; and, should the prelimi-
nary inspection of the documents prove them satisfactory,
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258 Receptionof Visitors

the committeeand visitor should retire to a convenient
room,where the committeeshould conduct suchexamina-
tion as they deem proper, after having administeredthe
Teat OathA’

Now follows such examination as the committeedeem
proper, accordingto the regular catechismor otherwise,
in the sound discretion of the committee. It should be
borne in mind that ii is not the purposeof the examina-
tion to display the knowledge of the committeeor of the
visitor, except for the purposeof determining, “Is the
visitor a Mason, duly raised in a legal Lodge, and now
in good standing?” The members of the committee
should avoid “prompting” the visitor, or expressingap-
proval or disapprovalof his replies.

Visitors should beexaminedseparately. If not satisfied
that the brother is what he claims to be, the committee
should courteously inform him that, while no doubt is
entestainedconcerninghis statementsas to his regularity
(otherwise there would have been no examination), the
committee do not feel that he has proven himself as
required by the customs of Masonry. The committee
should not indicate Ihe groundsfor their conclusionsto
the visitor.

“Before any straneeansi unknown visitor can gain admission into a
i’Aasonic Lodge, he is reqaired in America to take the following oath-

“I, A B , do hereby and hereon solemnly and sincerely swear that
I have been regularly initiated, passed, and raised to the sublime
degree of Master Mason in a Just and legally constoated Lodge of
ssch~ that I do not now stand suspendedor expelled, and know of no
reason why I should not hold Masonic communication with my
brethren

It is called she “Tyler’s Oath” because it is usually taken in the
Tyler’s room, and was formerly administered by that offiter, whose
duty it was to protect the Lodge from the approach of unauthorized
visitors It is now administeredby the committee of esamination,and
not only he to whom it is administered,but he who administers it, and
all who are presentmust take it at the same time It is a processof
purgation, and each one present,the visitor as well asthe membersof
the Lodee, is entitled to know that all the others are legally qualified
to be presentat the esotericexamination which is ahour to take place

Mackey—”Encyclopediaof Freemasonry.’
are cautiously to examine him, in such a method as prudence

shall direct you, that you may not be imposed upon by an ignorant
false pretender “ and beware of giving him any hints of
knowledge”.
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After the committeeare satisfied, they will report. If
the committee are readyto report before the openingof
the Lodge, the visitor may take a seat with the brethren
and be vouchedfor by the committeeat the opening; and
in duetime be introduced. If the Lodge is openwhen the
committee are readyto report, the Tyler will announce
“The committee with a visiting brother,” when the
Worahipful Master will direct the Senior Deacon to
introduce the visitor. The Senior Deacon retires, is
introducedto the visitor by the committee,and all return
to the Lodge room and aalute at the altar.

SENIOR DEAcON—Worshipful Master, I have the
pleasureof introducing Brother , of
Lodge No located at

The Worshipful Master may call up the Lodge, and
say (in substance)

Brother , it gives me pleasure
to introduce to you the officers and membersof

Lodge No , and our visiting brethren,
and to welcomeyou to a seat among us. We meet on

, and shall be very glad to welcome
you to any of our meetings.

The Senior Deacon conducts the visitor to a seat and
the Lodge, if called up, is seated.

No brother should be allowed to visit a Lodge for the
first time wiihout an introduction. If the visitor is a
Past Master, an officer of any Grand Lodge, or a per-
manentmember of the Grand Lodge of the local jusis-
diction, he should be invited to a seat in the East. In
someLodges he is expected to take the proffered seat.

The Worshipful Master and all members should take
great care to extend the proper courtesiesto visiting
brethren,and to make them feel that they are welcome.

The Worshipful Master may at his pleasure—and
must, at the requestof a memberof his Lodge—invite all
visiting brethrento retire from the Lodge room during
the opening ceremonies.
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AVOUCH MENT
It is a rule in Masonry that a Lodge may dispensewith

the examination of a viaitor, if any brother preaentwill
vouch that he possessesthe necessaryqualifications. This
is an important prerogative that every’ Mason is entitled
to exercise; and yet it is on~ which may so materially
affect the well-being of the whole Fraternity, since by its
injudicious use impostersmight be introduced amongthe
faithful, that it shouldbe controlled by the most stringent
regulations.

To vouch for one is to bear witness for him; and in
witnessing to truth, every caution ‘should be observed,
lest falsehood cunningly assumeits garb. The brother
who vouchesshould know to a certaintythat the one for
whom he vouches is really what he claims to be. He
should know this, not from a caaual conversation,nor a
loose and carelessinquiry, but from ‘strict trial, due cx-
amrnatien,or la’wful infosmation.” These ase the three
requisiteswhich the ritual has laid down as necessaryto
authorize the act of vouching. Let us inquire into the
import of each.

I. STRICT TRIAL. By this is meant that every
question is to be asked, and every answer demanded,
which is necessaryto convince the examiner that the
person examined is acquaintedwith what he ought to
know to entitle him to the appellation of a brother.
Nothing is to be taken for granted. Categorical an-
awers must be returned to all that is deemedimportant
to be asked;no forgetfulneasis to be excused;nor is the
failure of mrmor~’ to be conaideredas a valid reasonfor
the wantof knoveledge. The Masonwho is so unmindful
of his obligations as to forget the instructions he has
received, must pay the penalty of his carelessness;and
be deprived of his contemplatedvisit to that society
whosesecretmodesof recognitionhe baa ao little valued
as not to have treasuredthem in his memory. The “strict
trial” refers to the matter which is soughtto be obtained
by inquiry; and while there are somethings which may
safely be passed over in the investigation of one who
confesseshimself to be ‘rusty,” becausethey are details

I
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which requite much study to acquire and constantprac-
tice to retain, there are still other things of great im-
portancewhich must be rigidly demanded.

2. DUE EXAMINATION. If “strict trial” refers to
the matter, “due examination” alludes to the mode of
investigation. This must be conducted with all the
nrcessaryfosms and antecedentcautions. Inquiries should
be madeas to the time and placeof initiation, as a pre-
liminary—the Tyler’s Oath, of course, never being
omitted. Then the good old rule of “commencingat the
beginning” should be pursued. Let everythinggo on in
regular course; nor aupposethat the information sought
was originally received. Whatever be the suspicionsof
imposture, let no expressionof thesesuspicions be made
until the final decree for rejection is uttered. And let
that decreebe uttered in general terms, such as “I am
not satisfied,” os “I do not recognize you”; and not in
more specific language, such as, “You did not answer
this inquiry,” or, “You are ignorant of that point.” The
candidate for evamination is entitled to know only that
he hasnot compliedgenerally with the requisitionsof his
examiners. To descend to particulars is always im-
proper,and often dangesous. Above all, never ask what
the lawyers call “leading questions,” which include in
themselvesthe answer; nor in any way aid the memory
or prompt the forgetfulnessof the pasty examined.

3. LAWFUL INFORMATION. This authority for
vouching is dependenton what has been already de-
scribed. For no Masoncan lawfully give information of
another’s qualifications unless he has himself actually
testedhim. But it is not every Mason who is qualified
to give “lawful information.” Ignorant or unakilful
brethrencannot do so; for they are incapable of discov-
ering truth or of detecting error. A “rusty Maaon”
should never attempt to examine a stranger; and cer-
tainly, if he does, his opinion as to the result is worth
nothing. If the information given is on the ground that
the party vouched for hasbeen seen sitting in a Lodge,
care must be taken to inquire if it was a “just and
legally constituted Lodge of Master Masons.” A person
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262 Receptionof Visitors

may forget from the lapse of time, and vouch for a
strangeras a Master Mason, when the Lodge in which
he saw him was opened only on the First or Second
Degree. Information given by letter, or through a third
party, is irregular. The persongiving the information,
the one receiving it, and the one of whom it is given
should all be present at the time; for otherwise there
would beno certainty of identity. The information must
be positive: not founded on belief or opinion, but de-
rived from a legitimate source. And lastly, it must not
have been receivedcasually, but for the very purposeof
being used for Masonic purposes. For one to say to
another,“A. B. is a Mason,” is not sufficient. He may
not be speaking with due caution, without expectation
that his words will be consideredof weight. He must
say something to this effect: “I know this man to be a
Master Mason, for such and such reasons,and you may
safely recognizehim as such.” This alone will insure
the necessarycare and proper obaervanceof prudence.

Lastly, never should an unjustifiable delicacy weaken
the rigor of these rules. For the wiaest and most evident
reasons, that merciful maxim of the law which says
that it is better that ninety-nineguilty men escapethan
that one innocentman be punished,is with us reversed;
so that in Masonry IT IS BETTER THAT NINETY
AND NINE TRUE MEN BE TURNED AWAY FROM
THE DOOR OF A LODGE, THAN THAT ONE
COWAN BE ADMITTED.

PREROGATIVES AND DUTIES
OF THE

WORSHIPFUL MASTER

SELECTIONS
FROM THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER’S

ASSISTANT

By the prerogativesof the Worshipful Master is meant
the inherent right and authority he possessesby reason
of the position he occupiea,giving him, as it does,extra-
ordinary powers and privileges ~vhich belong to the
presiding officer of no other association. He presides
during the businesaas well as the work of Masonic
labors of the Lodge. In all caseshis decisionon points
of order is final in the Lodge; for it is a aettledprinciple
of Maaoniclaw that no appealcan betaken to the Lodge
from the decision of the Master. The Grand Lodge
alone, or the Grand Maater, for the time, can overrule
his declared opinion on any point of order.

The prerogativesof the Worshipful Master are so
numerous,so varied,and so inteswoven with one another
that it is as difficult to lay them out as so many threads
from a tangled skein For conveniencewe divide them
into aections, and couple with them some of the more
important duties that devolve upon him. His duties are
plainly in harmony with his prerogatives,and they will
seem almost a needleas repetition; but the exercise of
prerogativesand the dischargeof duties should be prop-
erly understood.

FIRST PREROGATIVE. To congregatehis Lodge
in any emergency.

This function usually is performed by notifying the
members through the public press, or by written or
printed noticca sent through the mail.
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264 WorshipfulA/laster—Prerogatives,Duties

To issue summonses,which must be issued over his
(the Worshipful Master’s) written signature, or by his
order, and attested by the written signature of the
Secretary under seal of the Lodge; and such summons
must be addressedto the brothes summoned,and must
either be handed to him or sent through the post-office
to his last-known address.

The Worshipful Master is the judge of the emergency
that may require a special or called meeting. Without
his consent,except at times for stated or regular com-
munications, the Lodge cannot be convenedor congre-
gated; and any business transacted at a special com-
munication without his sanction is illegal and void.~

FIRST DUTY. To attend regularly the communica-
tions of his Lodge.

This duty is so plain as hardly to need a comment.
Few thingsweaken and demoralizethe Lodgeas much as
the Master’s frequent absence;and there are few things
that more thoroughly justify the Lodge in appealingto
the Grand Master to have him removedfrom office and
his place filled by the Senior Warden.

The Master should be in the Lodge room from a half
to a quarter of an hour before the time for opening,to
see that the Tyler is at his post and everything is in
readinessfor the proper conduct of the businessof the
Lodge. If visitors are in attendance,the Worshipful
Master is readyto meet them with the genial “word of
welcome” so acceptableto the stranger.
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SECOND PREROGATIVE. To preside at all com-
munications of his Lodge.

This is a self-evident proposition, and follows as a
natural consequenceof his installation. There is this
peculiarity attachedto the Master of a MasonicLodge:
After being duly installed, he cannot resign; nor can he
be deprived of his right to presideby any power residing
in the Lodge itself. He is bound “to pay homageto the
Grand Master for the time being, and to the Grand
Officers when duly installed.” Hence, when the Grand

-‘I!

WorshipfulMaster—Prerogatives,Duties 265

Master, or his Deputy, or other duly appointedrepre-
sentativeof the GrandMaster appearsin the Lodge, the
right of the Master to preside temporarily disappears,
unless the superior authority waive the right.

The Worshipful Master may, and sometimeswill, call
upon an experiencedBrother or Past Master to preside;
but he is all the time responsibleto the GrandLodge for
the proceedings,as much so as if he held the gavel in
person. He may resumethe East at any moment, at his
discretion.

In caseof his absenceor absentinghimself after the
openingof the Lodge, he must surrendercharter, gavel,
and prerogative to the SeniorWarden, or in the latter’s
absenceto the Junior Warden, or close the Lodge.

SECOND DUTY. To open his Lodge at the time
specifiedin the By-Laws, and close it at a suitablehour.

No clock is more punctually to sound forth the hour
with its hammerthana well-disposedWorshipful Master
is to soundwith his gavel the hour and moment of open-
ing the Lodge. After he has done this, if there is not a
sufficient number to open the Lodge, it is optional with
him to wait for othersor dismiss thosewho are present.
There is nothing more discouraging than the tardiness
of the Worshipful Master in opening the Lodge. Care-
lessnessand indifference on his part beget the same in
the members. He is the sole judge of the time to close
the labors; but the Lodge should be closed at a proper
hour. The ability ol the Worshipful Master is shown
in his manner of opening and closing the Lodge.

THIRD PREROGATIVE. To select all appointive
officers and to fill temporarily all vacancies that may
occur in the Lodge offices, unless otherwise provided by
the Constitution and By-Laws.

Every officer should be selectedwith special regardto
his fitness for the position he is to occupy. This is
especially true of the Senior Deacon, who is the proxy,
the assistant, the executiveof the Worshipful Master, as
the Worshipful Master is the embodimentof the Lodge
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itself. He is the active, forward personagein the drill
and drama. How important then that the Worshipful
Master make a cautious selection in this particular case.

As it is the duty of the Worshipful Master to “set the
Craft to labor,” it is necessarythat he have the active
co-operationof all the officers; and ii any are absent,he
hasfull power to select from the brethrenpresentsuchas
he may deemcompetentto dischargethe duties. There
is no advancementby right. If the Senior Warden is
absent,the Junior Warden does not ex-officio fill the
West. The Worshipful Master appointsa SeniorWarden
pro tem.

THIRD DUTY. To preserve order in the Lodge.

His very name, Master, suggeststhe authority to keep
order. The Gavel, the implement placed in his hands
when he was installed, is an emblem of power and
control; and if properly wielded, will insure cheerful
obedienceand secureperfect order and decorum.

FOURTH PREROGATIVE AND DUTY. To regu-
late the admissionof visitors.

One of the most important duties of the Worshipful
Master is the preservationof harmony among the breth-
ren by the exerciseof sleeplessvigilance againstthe ad-
missionof cowans; or of thosebrethrenwho, if admitted,
would by their presencedisturb the peaceof the Lodge
and hinder its work. In the dischargeof this duty the
Worshipful Master should exercise his prerogative and
refuseadmissionto any visitor whose presencewould be
objectionableto any member. It would be a poor incen-
tive to peace and harmony to admit a living causeof
offense.
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FIFTH PREROGATIVE. To control and terminate
discussions.

This right is not to be exercised in a haughty, arbi-
trary, or dictatorial manner,but with the determination
to administer impartial justice; to the end that the
peace and harmony of the Lodge be preservedand its
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prosperity secured. This prerogative is a landmark,
essentialto the position of the Worshipful Master, the
only method by which he can sustain himself in his
responsibility to the Grand Lodge, and, happily for his
position, one that will rarely bring him in conflict with
his brethren; for the good senseof obedienceinculcated
in every degreeof Masonry will bendthe minds of the
brethrento supportthe Worshipful Master in a judicious
exerciseof power. There is little or no dangerof rebel-
lion, even in extremecases.

FIFTH DUTY. To use his utmost endeavors to pre-
serve peace and harmony in the Lodge; and by his
deportment, both in the Lodge and out of it, to be a
good example to his brethren.

The Masonic student will find nowhere a finer com-
ment upon this passagethan the well-known Charge at
Installation of the Worshipful Master. With slight
changes,it reads: “Impress upon the members of your
Lodge the dignity and high importance of Masonry.
Admonish them never to disgrace it. Charge them to
practice out of the Lodge thoseduties which they have
been taught in it. By amiable, discreet, and virtuous
conduct convince mankind of the goodnessof the Insti-
tution; so that when any one is said to be a Freemason,
the world may know that he is one to whom the brother-
hood may pour forth its sorrows, to whom distress may
prefer its suit, whose hand is guided by justice, and
whose heart is expandedby benevolence.”

SIXTH PREROGATIVE AND DUTY. To be the
custodianof the Charter of the Lodge, and transmit it
to his successor.

At his installation the Worshipful Master receives in
charge the Charter of the Lodge. Under its authority
alone can the Lodge be organized; its presenceis neces-
sary to the legality of all meetings; and it follows that
the powers of the Master can be exercisedonly under its
sanction. It is thereforebut just that he at all times be
in possessionof the evidenceof his authority. He should
carefully preserveit, and transmit it to his successorin
office.
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SEVENTH PREROGATIVE. To determine all ques-
tions of order and the Order of Business.

If a Master is competentto fill the station he occupies,
he is the best judge of what to do and when to do it.
His decisions should not be made in suchmanner as to
call forth criticism or opposition, but to securethe best
results for the Lodge. He should remember that the
“good of Masonry in his Lodge” is in his keeping; and
that he alone is responsible to the Grand Lodge for the
good order, peace, and harmony of his brethren.

SEVENTH DUTY. To perform the ritualistic work

of the Lodge and instruct the brethren therein.
The Masonic drama presents a beauty and sublimity

calculated to arouse a desire for excellence in every
intelligent mind. Nothing outside the Holy Scriptures is
so grand, solemn, and sublime as the dramatic lessons
which make up thetheory of a Freemason’slife. To each
ceremony there is a sequencethat explains the preceding
and hints at the subsequentpassage. In each symbol is a
practical thought that binds together in perfect harmony;
and each points to higher attainments in the present life
and a trust for a place in the world of bliss to come.
Each suggests,in some degree,that kindnessto our fel-
lowmen is a meansof pleasing God; and that pleasing
Him is the highest source of human happiness. Is not
the place of hierophant of such mysteries a desirable one?
Does it not arousethe mind of the Worshipful Master to
display these mysteriesworthily? Can the man who is
covenanted and installed under most sacred sanctions
allow his indolence to justify his ignorance?

EIGHTH PREROGATIVE. To appoint all com-
mittees.

Being responsible for the proper conduct of the affairs
of the Lodge, it is but just that the Worshipful Master
have the selection of all committees, unless otherwise
provided by the By-Laws. If such were not the case,
the Master would, to some extent,be under the direction
of the Lodge, a position in which he can never be law-
fully placed.
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EIGHTH DUTY. To causean investigation into all
un-Masonicconduct committedby personsaffiliated with
his Lodge and non-affiliatesand membersof otherLodges
residingwithin his jurisdiction.

The Junior Warden, who usually actsas the party to
present and prosecutebefore the Lodge all misconduct
that comes under the head of “un-Masonic conduct”
acts only as the proxy of the Worshipful Master, who
counsels him at every step. The good name of the
Institution must be preserved; and the Worshipful Mas-
ter must exercisea carelul supervisionover the actions
of the brethren, to see that the laws of Freemasonryare
not violated and that all the brethren “come under the
tongueof good report.”

NINTH PREROGATIVE. To order the issuance of
notifications to members.

The distinction between“Notification” and “Summons”
is so great that it is strangehow manyoverlook it. The
former issues from the Worshipful Master or the Lodge,
and is in effect a strong invitation. It is at the option
of the brother receiving it to attend the meetingor not,
as he pleases. But a “Summons” comes directly within
the limits of his obligation; and for its neglect he may
be disciplined and punished. To disobey a summonsis
a serious Masonic offense.

NINTH DUTY. To visit the sick, and preside at the
funeral rites of deceasedMasons.

If it is the duty of the private Mason“to visit the sick
and afflicted” affiliated with him in Masonic bonds, how
much greaterthe duty of an installed officer? How much
greater the duty of an installed Master?

In this country the custom of Masonic funerals is so
general that it hasbecomea familiar sight. The burial
privilege is so dear to every Mason’s heart and so con-
ducive to harmony and love among members, that the
Worshipful Master, knowing that death’s shafts fall
indiscriminately and without warning, will not permit a
month to pass after his installation before qualifying

—‘9
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himself for the solemn duty, “The Masonic Burial of the
Masonic Dead.”

TENTH PREROGATIVE. To cast the deciding vote
in case of a tie; provided, however~that he can vote
only once. This prerogative is limited to votes taken
viva voce or by upraised hands.

The Worshipful Master may vote upon ordinary ques-
dons or not, as he chooses; but it is not usual for him
to do so. Upon questions requiring the ballot he must
always vote.

In ordinary questions,if thereis a lie, he should settle
the question by his vote; but his prerogative does not
extendto caseswhere the ballot is employed.

ELEVENTH PREROGATIVE. To sign all drafts
upon the Treasurerfor the paymentof Lodge disburse-
ments, by order of the Lodge. Nor may the Treasurer
lawfully pay out the funds without such order.

It is usualto give the Worshipful Master authority to
appropriate, in emergentcasesof charity, small sums,
without taking “the consentof the Lodge”; but for all
other disbursementsthe treasury of the Lodge can be
openedonly by Lodge order.

TWELFTH PREROGATIVE. To represent the
Lodge in Grand Lodge.

If therewere no other advantagesin the GrandLodge
Communications than “the making of Masons better
acquaintedwith one another,” all the trouble, time, and
expenseassociatedwith them would be justified. Friend-
ships are establishedthere, lasting as life. Hearts are
bound together there that would otherwise move in
widely separatedcircles. Innovationsare frowned down;
errors are adjusted; appealsare adjudicated; Masonic
light is disseminated;peaceand harmony are established
through the utmost bounds of the jurisdiction, by the
influence of Grand Lodge Communications.
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THIRTEENTH PREROGATIVE. To install his
Successor.

In exercisingthis prerogativethe retiring Master may
give wholesomeadviceto his successor,pointing out his
duties and enlarging upon the good things a faithful
officer may accomplish. He canwarn him of shoalsover
which he may have passed and caution him against
mistakes that only experience will develop. He can
encouragehim and his brethrento perseverein the good
work, admonishinghim that with trust in God, confidence
in his oflicers, consideration and love for his brethren,
he may reasonablyexpect successand honorableservice
in the office to which he is installed.

There are many other prerogatives,and we suggest
the following for thought and consideration:

To control the minutes, so far as to see that nothing
improper to be written is recorded; and, on the other
hand, that nothing essential to a fair record of the
proceedingsis omitted.

To refuse to initiate a candidate,notwithstandinghis
acceptanceby the Lodge, if, in his judgment, suchinitia-
tion would be improper.

To discuss all questionswithout regard to the parli-
amentaryetiquetteof leaving the chair; becauseit is his
duty at all times to give the Craft good and wholesome
instruction.

To be exempt from trial by his Lodge. The Grand
Lodge alone has penal jurisdiction over him.
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LODGE JEWELS.

MA5T~

surqzoa wAaDmq.

4.fiRitlOD

~aEAsvRfl&

4
jinsroa DEACOrS.

*
S~CRETAflL

BTEWAaDS.

I
MASTER OF CEREMONIES. TYLER.

TaE CHAPLAIN’S JEWEL IS AN OPEN BIDLE

OFFICERS’ CLOTHING AND
JEWELS

CONSTITUENT LODGE
The COLLAR is of blue velvet, silk, or merino, trim-

med with material of same c~
1or, borderedwith silver

lace. It may be ornamentedwith embroideryor stars.
The Jewel is suspendedfrom the point of the Collar.

This type of Collar is optional. Any appropriate
collar may be selectedby a lodge.

JEWELS (SILVER)
PAST MASTER wearsa compassopenedon a quarter

circle, sun in center.
MASTER wearsa square.
SENIOR WARDEN wearsa level.
JUNIOR WARDEN wears a plumb.
TREASURER wearscrossedkeys.
SECRETARY wearscrossedpens.
SENIOR DEACON wears square and compass,sun

in center.
JUNIOR DEACON wearssquareandcompass,quarter

moon in center.
STEWARDS wear a cornucopia.
CHAPLAIN wearsan open Bible.
MARSHAL wears crossedbatons.
ORGANIST wears a lyre.
MASTER OF CEREMONIES wearscrossedswords.
TYLER wearsa sword, sabreshape.

GRAND LODGE
The permanentCOLLAR of a Grand Lodge Official

should be of gold (or yellow metal), suspended from
which shall be the Jewel of Office.

*This iewel may be made of gold.

5~A52 MASTER.

5R~t1OE WARDEN.
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GRAND LODGE JEWELS K The traveling COLLAR of a Grand’ Lodge Official
should be made of royal purple silk velvet. The Jewel
is to he suspendedfrom a bar designatingoffice.
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JEWELS
The Jewels of a Grand Lodge are made of gold (or

yellow metal) and mounted in a circle with emblemsof
plenty engravedthereon.

GRAND MASTER wears compassesopening on a
quarter circle with triangle in center and rays
emanatingfrom the all-seeingeye.

PAST GRAND MASTER wears the same.
DEPUTY GRAND MASTER wearscompassesopening

on a quarter circle.
GRAND SENIOR WARDEN wearsa level.
GRAND JUNIOR WARDEN wears a plumb.
GRAND TREASURER weatscrossedkeys.
GRAND SECRETARY wearscrossedpens.
GRAND LECTURER wearssix-pointedstar,half-risen

sun in center.
GRAND CHAPLAIN wears the Holy Bible inside of

a triangle.
GRAND MARSHAL wearscrossedbatons.
GRAND SENIOR DEACON wears the sun with rays

emanating.
GRAND JUNIOR DEACON wears the moon, as at

first quarter.
GRAND SWORD BEARER wears crossed straight

swords.
GRAND PURSUIVANT wears a sword and trumpet

crossed.
GRAND STEWARD wearsan invertedhorn of plenty

lnslde and projecting over side of compasses.
GRAND TYLER wearscrossedswords, sabreshape.
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FESTIVALS OF THE ORDER

In every country where Freemasonry is en-
couraged,its feslival daysare celebratedwith great
ceremony. Theseare the festival of St. Johnthe
Baptist on the 24th of June,and that of St. John
the Evangelist on the 27th of December. They
are days set apartby the Fraternityto worship the
Great Architect of the Universe, to implore His
blessingsupon the great family of mankind, and to
partake of the feastof brotherly affection. Hence
it is recommendedthat every Lodge annually cele-
brate one or bolh of thesedays in such a way as
will be most conducive to the advantageof the
Lodge, and the honor andbenefit of the Institution.


