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This book 18 the property of the SUPREME COUNCH, OF SOVERKIGN
GRAND  INSPECTORS GENERAL ar TRE Toirry Tnthd AND J.ast
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or AMERICA and, when assigned for oxemplification of the degree,
must be returped to the Beerolary mmmediately after the close of
the degree. 1f it passes out of the possession of the holder, hy
death or otherwise, 1t 18 requested that 1t be returned by the finder
to ths Grand Sccretary Genersl of said Bupremo Council at 1117
Statler Bldg., Boston 16, Massachusotts,
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HISTORICAL NOTES

1. THE DEVELOPMENT OF RITUAL

1. It is difficuit to trace the origin and developmeni of the
Ritual of the Thirty-first Degree for the following rensons:

() There was no degree whicli, 1n any way, resembled the 31°
in the RITE OF PERFECTION of twenty five degrees wlueh dntes from
the Council of Emperors of the Last and West m 1758, These
French degrees were conserved, in essence, m munuscript rituals of
Henry Andrew Francken (in English), 1783. Twenty af thesc
riuals were neeepted, with modifientions, by the Ancient nnd Ac
eaplod Seattish Rite an 1801 The 21° af The Ritw of Terfiction wan
the nonree of the 30° of the Seottish Hate wnd tha 25° wis the
prototype of the 32°. Therc 18 no buekground for the 31°.

(b) In the Ro: du Sanctuaire by Doszedardsks (1805-1809),
there 18 a referenee to the 31° under the title Le Vrar Magon, but
there 18 no ritual text and the setting, investitnre and secret work
give no suggestion of the Iater 31°.

(¢) As of 1949, notmng s known of the cxanct text of the
10°, 31° and 32° adopted 1n 1801 hy the first Supreme Council nt
Clarleston, South Carelina, except as the 30° and 32° were infiu-
enced by the 24° and £5° of the Rite of Perfection. For many
years, these three degrees were too closely interwoven te be studied
separately. They were probably conferred us a unit and 1un the
form of n brief lecture or catechism, or both.

Y

2. The firat ritua} of the Thirty-first Degree is found 1o the
menuseript rituals of Kilian H. Vun Rensseluer, 13°, which were
written or eompiled between the yeaurs 1845-1860, The 30°, 31°
and 32° were considered us & umt, and the ten pages wluch inelude
the basic ideas of the degree of Grand Inspector Iuquisitor Com-
mandsr are within the framework of the 32°,

2

3 On January 5, 1859, Albert Pike, 33°, Sovereign Grand
Commanrder of the Sonthern Supreme Council Liom 1856 to 1861

[4]
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announced the completion of suparate and distinet rituuls of the
30°, 31° und 32°. He took the mere skelston of the early 31° with
ita emphasis upon Justice and Equity, nnd clothed 1t with nich
ceremomal and s drums wheh portruyed the techmques for the
trummg of a Judge.

4. The Pike ritunl, with minor changes in 1866, wus adopted
by the Northorn Masome Jungdiction in the Union of 1867. Later
rovistons in 1875, 1904 and 1930 followod the traditional patteru
—u synthemsg of Van Rensselger and Pike. ln 1938, the Supreme
Couner! gutlonzed n toulntive ritunl of the 31° baused upon o
drumatic trin] scene in au Enghsh Civil Court of the Fourteenth
Century. This was withdruwn m 1941, but the trial scene was
mado optional. The ritun! of 1949 1solates 2l forma! Scottish Bate
olemonts 1n & brief ccremoninl opsming und retains the 1838 tnial
seoune somowimt nbruigmt

YI. Xavosu

The word Kadosh is used frequently jn the rituals of the
Seottigh Rite, especiully in the 30°, 31° and 32°. 1t is derivsd
from o Hebrew word meanmg ‘‘holy’’ or ‘eonsecrated.’’ 1t
deseribes one who 18 *‘set apurt from cowmon use for divine use.’”
A Kmght Eadosh 1s consecrated by his knightly vows for special
servies Lo God and to Humamty.

111, T'ue TriaslL SCENF

Phe traal scene m the 1949 nitusl of the 31° follows, with
remnrkable aeenracy, the legul proeedures 1n u Civil Conrt in the
England of Edward 11, it 1s ndapted to the trndition of the
dogree and drumatizes its lesson  The Supreme Couneil 18 1n-
debted to the scholarly rescurch uudertaken, for two yeurs, by
thre late 111.".Harold Whittaker Connell, 33°, of Milwaukee (1889-
1937), & member of the Wisconsm Bar, and Past Commander-in
Chief and Director of Work 12 Wisconsin Consistory.
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THIRTY-FIRST DEGREE

CANT OF CHARACTERS
Iirst Judge
Second Judge
Third Judge

- __Fourth Judge

Hugh of Humby, Sergeant of the Law (Counsel for the
Plaintiff)

i o
Thomas FitzSimon, Sergeant of the Law, (Counscl for

the Defendant)
Sir Herman of Goodalricke (The Plaintiff)
Alan, a Herdsman, Serf to Sir Herman
Ralph of Bideford, a Pilgrim
Richard O Banbury, a I'nker
Higg, Son of Snell, Serivener to Sir Herman
Robert FitzWalter, a Templar

William of Shrewsbury, a Knight Kadash (The De-
fendant)

Clerk of the Court

Herald

t>ourt Usher

Apprentice 1o Hugh of Tlumby
Apprentice 1o Thomas FitzSmmon
Qaptain of the Guard

d‘our) Men-at-Arms

Warder

Villagers

1o
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CHARACTER NOTES

First Judge: A man of considerable legul erudition and im
prossive porsouslity.

Hugh of IIumby: Sergennt of the Luw, 2 good looking man,
in middlo life. ITe 18 hland und suave in mannor. A mnn of con-
srderable cupacity for intrigue,

Thomas FstzSumon : Sorgennt of the Law, niso 1 middie life
His speech 18 more crisp thun that of lugh of Humby, Rather
agpressive in nanner.

Sy Herman of Goodalricke: Au affluent man of xbout fifty.
Sly and unattructive in persunidity but beuring lumself with great
nrrognnes of annnmor und soll nesarnneo, A vwnggoring aristocrat

Alan, the Herdsman: A rough type of man who would ob-
viously sacrifiee prinaiple for personal advantage.

Ralph of Bsdeford, the Pilgrvm: The type of wan who 18
ulways sl u disadvantage by renson of n negalive persomulity.
There is nothung forcoful m s bearing or deportment.

Richard O’Banbury, the T'wker: A waundersr, care-free, non-
descript und ragged, mucl nddicted to the bottle, loquacious, not
awaiting an invitation to speuk.

IIigg, Son of Snell: A studious, diffident, bashful mun of od-
vaneing years. Not abject but eautions,

Robert FitzWalter, the Templar: A wigorous man of war,
bouring physical evidence of recont conflict.

Willsam of Shrewsbury: The Knight Kadosh, Defendant and
Aspirant. A dignified, military bearing. Wateliful und alert
Frequent conferences with his Counssl.
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COSTUMES

Kach Consistory 18 freo to choose the coatumes of thir degree
provided an effort be made to approximate the styles of the early
14th Century. Cestumes used in the 27°, 28°, 30° and 22° may
be utihzed.

Judges: Black robes and white coifs or wigs. Bewids op-
tional.

Counsel (Hugh and Thomas) and Clerk: Black alpaca
robes, small black hats, no wigs.

Sir Herman: Elegant robe, feathered hat, S, Lord
of the Manor.

Willia‘(n. of Shrewsbury (Aspirani): Uniform of a
Knight Kadosh—Thirtieth Degree.

Alan, the Herdsman: Shepherd’s costume, with sleeve-
Jess sheepskin cape and staff.

Ralph of Bideford: Regular pilgrim's costume from
Thirtieth Degree.

Tx’ichard_(_)’Banbm‘y: Tinker, workman costume, poorly
conditioned.

Higg, Son of Snell: A scrivener and scholar. Clothing
of good guality.

Robert FitzWalier: Templar’s outfit from Thirtieth De-
gree. Do not use modern I uniform or chapean

Herald: Gunard suit, no sword
Captain of Guard: Guard suit, with sword
Court Usher: Semi-military.

Men-at-Arms, populace, etc.: Appropriate costumes from
Thirty-second Degree. Halberds or spears for men-
at-arms if aveilable.

Grand Inspector Inguisitor Commander ]

THE COURT ROOM
'he scene dwcloses 1 view of u Cinl Court in full session—-
w1 England duning tle reign of Edward II (1307-27).
The Beuch has places for five Jndges—the fifth seat is for the
Judge to be elected.

Immedintely below the Beneh is o lurge table and a chalr for
e Clerk of the Court. To the right and in front of the Bench,
but mn & detanched position, 18 the witness box.

Yacing the witness box are two large tables, with chaire—the
one on the right tor Su Hermun of Goodalricke and his Counsel,
Hugh of Humby sand lus Assistant. The one on the left, for
William of Shrewsbury, Kmght Kadosh, the Defendant and hie
Counsel, Thomas Fitz8imon and his Assistant,

The Court Usher has » ¢luir neur the witness box with his
buck to the Bench,

The Herald and Captain of the Guard are at the right and
left of the entrance respectively, The Warder stands at the door,
The four Men-at-Arms are stationed by the Captain of the Guard,

Benehes are provided on the right for the witneases (in fromt)
and the villagers (in the rear).

PROPERTIES

for tle ceremonial Opening: Pedestul, gavel, puir of scaley, colinr
and jewel of 31°

e BeENcH: Five large law books, some open; guvel for Farat
Judge, puper and qudl pens, 1uk, Sufih ehair, vacunt.

Cuerk’s Desk: Large ledger open, gavel, quill pen, k.,
CounseL TasLes: Books of reference, paper, quill pens and b
Huau: Heroll of ehurges (p 25) Wyurrant (p 24%)

‘Taomas: Bond (p. 28)
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10 Thirly-first Degree

Herman: Purchment (p. 31).

ALaN: Jewel of Kmght Kadosh (p. 38).

Ricuarn: Iron pots and pans, slang over shoulder (p. 37), Purch-
went und stone (p. 37). Sce diagram on p. 53, right half,

Rosert: Parchment (p. 53). See dmgram on p. 53, left half,

COURT DEPORTMENT

1. The Judges, while witnesses are giving evidence, will be
taking intermittent notes and, at all times, will follow all pro-
ceedings with alert interest.

2, When & witness is giving evidence, all the Counsel retained
in the case, except the Sergcant (Attorney) nctually examuning
the witness, will tnke frequent longhand notes. Shuflling of papers
and searching for references ndd to the atmosphere of realism.

3. Witnesses and partisans of the Plajutiff and Defendant
should maintain a keen interest and, occasionally, indulge in whis-
pered and more sudible coinments, Their expressions will display
npproprinte reactions to any significant statement or admission.

4. The Court Usher, Herald, Captain of the Guard and
Warder affect no interest, except when they are ealled upon for
action,

5, Comedy, within the himits of good taste, is sanctionmed.
It must not be overdone. Richard O’Banbury, the Tinker, who is
ohhivious to Court rules and procedure, inay offer some diversion
and 18 restrained by the Men at-Arms at the conunand of the Cap-
tain of the Guard.

6, It is unportaut that the triul seene slull move quichly und
smoothly. It must not drag The use of ‘‘notes’’ on the Bench
and at the Counsel tnhles will facilitate ncenrate and speedy
sequence.

- .-

[
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GLOSSARY AND KEY TO PRONUNCIATION

Avehiate words defined. P]mnefic spelling, with the
accented syllable in small capitals.

aspirant as-PYR-aut or as-pir-ant

ay I (Yes)

blithe blyth: joyous

Bideford Bip-e-ford

close enclosed land

Confucius I{on-ru-shius

FitzSimon Fitz-SYMON

gage pledge or bond

CGoodalricke Goop-al-rick o]
ramevey rra-MUR-81. Thanks

Holy Rood ’fmy Cross

Kadosh Kali-posnt, short “‘o*’
liege Lord of the Manor '
marry Tndecd! (exclamation of surprise)
nathiless NAYTIL-less. nevertheless
Oyez! 0O-ves. Hear ye! Silence!

prithee 1 pray thee

Sergeant SAR-Jent. Attorney,

Soerates Soc-ra-icz

suite swect

tribunal try-sU-nal

twelvemonth a year

thwert-ut-nay a general denial
weir bank to hold river in its bed

Whitsuniide weel beginning with Whitsunday
wot know

velept i-klept. called or named
Zorouster Z.0-ro-AS-ter

The Latin phrase on page 27, {reely translated, ‘‘In
such n ease, proof lies in denial,”

Norr: Give full value to the final syllable of the title of the
31°: Grund Inspector Inquisitor Commnnder. Not ‘‘lnspectoc’’

or ¢/ Inqusiter.”’
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PROLOGUE

The Thirty-first Degree of the Aneient Aceepted Scot-
tish Rite—GRAND INspecTOR INQUISITOR COMMANDER—
is one of the three Kadosh degrees exemplified in 2 Con-
sistory of Sublime Princes of the Royal Secret.

The word ‘‘Kadosh’’ means ‘‘ eonsecrated.’’ A Knight
Kadosh, therefore, is one who has been chosen, set apart
and consecrated for speeial serviee to God and to IHu-
manity. In the Thirtieth Degree, a Knight Kadosh is
dedicated; in the Thirty-first Degree, he is trained; in
the Thirty-seecond Degree, hie is fesied.

In this degree, a Xnight Kadosh is admitted to the
rank of Granp INSPECTOR INQUISITOR COMMANDER, and
Is instructed in the principles and practice of Justice
and Equity. For all practical purposes, to render jns-
tiee I8 to give everyonc his due, to conlorm to the prin-
uples of rectitude in the deahings of men with each other,
to be rightcous, impartial and equitable.

Justice in Freemasonry, as exemplified in this degree,
reqquires that the true and just Mason must listen atien-
tively and without prejudice, delibernte ealmly and im-
partally, and aet deeisively. He must never allow rank,
influence or money to sway judgment; giving every mun
the benefit of the presumption of innocence aud purity
of intention, so that judgment in each case shall be true,
just, equitable and merciful.

Nore: For the plrco of the Projague n the exomplifientin
of the 31°, see pages 14-15,

UL S
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THIRTY-FIRST DEGREE
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Inquisitor Commander

OPENING

Tms brief ceremony for tha opening of the Comsistory oa the
Thirty-first Degree, satisfies the mnimum requirements for initia-
tion, It 1s mandatory and cannot be omitted. The dramatic trial
scone interprets the leason of the degree.

.

The floor or stage may be set for the trial scene.
Place a pedestal near the center, with guvel, a pair of
scales, and the collar and jewel of the 81°, if Investiture
18 planned.

At the appointed hour, the Commander-in-Chief of
the Consistory, or one deputized by him, enters informally
and proceeds to the pedestal. A Master of Ceremonies
and & Prologist enter and stand near the pedestal. The
Lxemplar 18 1n waiting.

Commander-in-Chief—J}o}« To order on the Sign
of Fadelity, To the glory of the Grand Architect of the
Universe; in the name and under the auspices of the
Supreme Couneil of Sovereign Grand Inspectors Qen-
eral of the Thirty-third and last Degree of the Ancient
Accepted Seottish Rite of Frecmasonry for the Northern
Masonice Jurisdiction of the United States of America,
and by virtue of the authority upon me conferred, I
declare the works of (lonsistory opened on
the Thirty-first Degree.

118]




—

14 Thirty-first Degree

*} Be seated.

Commander-in-Chief (Continuing)—Master of Cere-
monies, uscertain whether any desire to enter this
Sovereign T'ribunal,

Master of Ceremonies retires and returns with the Mxempdar,

They advanee to the pedestal.

Master of Ceremonies—1I hiave the honor to present a
KnightsKadosh of the Order of the White and Black
Eagle, ‘Thirtieth Degree of the Ancient Acecpted Scottish
Rite.He~s properly vouched for, and solicits the privi-
‘lege of advancement lo the rank of Grand Inspector
Inquisitor Commander.

Commander-in-Chief—Qive attention to the Prologue
of the Thirty-first Degree.

I'rologisl—

The Thirty-first Degree of the Ancient Aceepted Seot-
tish Rite—Gnranp INsPECTOR INQUISITOR COMMANDER—
18 one of the three Kadosh degrees exemplified in a Con-
sistory of Sublime Prinees of the Royal Secret.

The word ‘‘Kadosh’’ means ‘‘ eonseerated.”’ A Knight
Kadosh, therefore, is one who has been chosen, set apart
and eonsccrated for speeial serviee to GQod aud to -
manity. In the Thirtieth Degree, a Knight Kadosh is
dedicated; in the Thirty-first Degree, he is {rained; in
the Thirty-second Degree, he is fested.

In this degree, a KXmght Kadosh is admitted to the
rank of Granp Insricror 1NQUisiror CoMMANDEK, and
is instruected in the princaiples and praclice of Justice
and Equity. For all practical purposes, 10 render jus-
tice is to give everyone his due, to conform to the prin-
eiples of rectitude n the dealings of men with each other,
to be righteous, 1mpartial and equitable.

Justiee in Freemasonry, as exemplified in this degree,

Lloso
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requires that the true und just Mason must listen atten-
tively and without prejudice, deliberate calmly and im-
partially, and act decisively. Ile must never allow rank,
influence or money to sway judgment; giving every man
the benefit of the presumption of innocence and purity
of intention, so that judgment in each case shall be true,
just, equitable and meraiful.

The Prologist relires,

Commander-in-Chicf (To Master of Cere‘mom'e.g)—
Place a pair of scales in the left hand of this Knight
Iaadosh. (To Ezemplar) The seales in your left liand
are to teach you that, m all your judgments ar_xd opin-
10ms, you should be guided by Jnstice and Equity.

The members of the Class will rise. Be silent until I
bid von speak. Attend 1o the vows of this degree.

Ox My nonor as Knight Kadosh, T will keep -
violate 1he scerets and proceedings of this degree.
1 will examine earcfully all cases brought to me
for judgment, faithfully weigh all cvidence and
argument in the seales of Justice, and will never
allow rank, or influenec, or money, to sway me in
my decision; but will endeavor to render a just,
cquitable and mereiful judgment.

In necordanee with the aneient eustom, each
of you will raise his right hand toward
heaven and repeat after me,

All this T solemnly vow, expecting o be jndged
as T judge others, resigning myself to the con-
tempt of my brethren should I wilfully, or
through mdifference, violate this my vow as a
Grand Inspector Inquisitor Commander. Amen.

Class, be scated, v}
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Master of Ceremonies places the scales on tho pedestad,

* [ ] L L L 3 * * * *

SECRET WORK AND INVESTITURE

This entire section is optiona) or, at the pleasure of the
Commander-in-Chief, the Secret Work way be eommunicated with-
out the Investiture.

Master of Ceremonies—The first Sign of this degree
isgiventhus ....................

The second Sign of this degree is given thus...........
The Passwordis......... and the Response is.........
The Sacred Word is............ meaning............

The Battery is of«  Jofok  oJeofdok o

Invests Exemplar with Collur and Jowel.

You are now invested with the Collar and Jewel of this
degrec. See that the purity of the former and the Juster
of the latter be never sullied or dwmmed by injustice,
inbmmanity or impurity.

& * L L4 & & & & -

Commander-in-Chief—In the Thirty-first Degree, the
Knight Kadosh is promoted to a position of high re-
sponsibility. ITe is to be an INsPrcTOR, overseeing the
work of others. ITe is to be an INQuistToR, cxamining
and judging their faults and shortcomings, He is to be a
CoxMaANDER, exereising leadership and authority.

We welecome you to this Sovereign Tribunal and
charge yon to be npright and impartial. He who would
be a judge must first jndge himself. He must lay aside
all pride of opinion, prejudice and malice, \

I .

[
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'The drama of the "Thirty-first Degree is a trial seene
in a Civil Court in ¥ngland in the Fourteenth Century,
during the reign of Edward II. A Knight Kuadosh—
who represents each of you—aspires to become u judge
and finds himself a defendant at the bar of justice. The
lesson which he learns in the hard schiool of experience,
is the lesson which you must master as a Grand Inspector
Inguisitor Commander.

The Commander-in-Cluef rotires informully. The Masier of
Ceremonies seats the Exemplar with the Class and retires, When
the pedestal 18 removed, the dramu begins,
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THE SOVEREIGN TRIBUNAL

OPENING

The floor is set aceording to the directions on page 9. If
the stage alone is used, the Director of the Degree will make the
necessary readjustments. The lights are on. “The Warder and the
Aspirant—the Knight Kadosh—ure 1 waiting outside the door,

The procession, formed on the outside, enters the Court Room
in the following order. (Men-at-Arms, double file.)

N

/ Captain of the Guard }
2~ The Men-at-Arms L
Herald — y . .7/~ Th's ,n,)wuol J

Usher - —— W" \"13 r‘ / !

——Fourth Judge (M SesLie M
Third Judge |

Second Judge

First Judge

The procession will halt near the front, faee inward and ]

allow the judges to pass—and take their piaces on the Beneh, ‘Iie
other officers will then take their proper places,

First Judge (Seated)—Ilerald, make proelamation ‘
that this Sovereign Tribunal is now in session, and that
all who desire its judgment may draw near and they {

shall be heard.

The Herald goes to the entrance and proclaims,

Herald—Oyez! Oyez! Oyez! The Sovereign Pribunul
is now in session. Whosoever hath been cited to appear
before it, or whosoever hath petition, eomplaint, appeal
or answer to make, let him now draw near, and he shall \
be heard. Oyez! Oyez! Oyez!

—

The Herald repeats the proclamation outside the door winel:
is left slightly ajar so that his voiee may be heard us from a dis-
tance. He then returns to his station, salutes the .Tudges »u token
of the performance of ms duty and 1s seated,

(18]
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Enter: Sir Herman, Hugh, Thomas and their Assistants,

) If desired, the floor iz now occupied by the Villagers in
7 appropriate 14th Century costumes. They are seated under the
direction of two Men-at-Arms. When all is in readiness—

R Clerr
First Judge—Gapiiir-of-the Guard, have you know-

ledge of any who are entitled to onr first consideration?

ud The Captawn of the GQuard rises, salutes, but before he spenks

tho Warder gives an alarm at the door.

Warder—yJ«  Joolole ool o«

Captain of the Guard—Illustrious Judges, there is an
alarm at the entrance.

First Judge—Attend to the alarm and report.
v Dl-‘ 'Ha Captain of the Guard poes to the door, ascertains the cause
\i‘ﬂ_;31‘9:)f the alarm, eloses the door and reports. Remams at dogr,
b

Captain of the Guard—Illustrions Judges, a Knight
Kadosh solicits the honor of being admitted among the
members of this Sovereign Tribunal and, if found
worthy, desires to be qualified for advancement. He
has been cxamined by the proper officers who have
found him worthy. He has many vouchers.

The First Judge addresses his colleagues.

First Judge—Ilnstrious Judges, shall” he be ad-
mitted?

- 7
/ SR
The Judges—Let him appear before us.
First Judge—Captain of ihe Guard, let the Xnight
{adosh appear before us. |
Captain of the Guard salutes, opens the door snd says:

Captamn of the Guard—The Knight Kadosh has per-
mission to appear beforc this Sovercign Tribunal.
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The Wurder and the Enight Kadosh enter and proceed to the
center. Captamn of the Guard returns to lus station,

Warder—TIllustrious Judges, I take the liberty of pre-
senting to you William of Shrewsbury, a Knight Xadosh
of the White and Black Eagle, who solicits the honor of
being admitted as a member of this Sovereign Tribunal,
and, if found worthy, desires to be qualified for ad-
vaneement.

_First Judge—Hath he, by sufficient service as a
Knight Kadosh, learned the first lesson in the art of
governing {

Warder—He hath, for he hath learned to govern
himself.

First Judge—Is he troe and trustworthy, homest,
temperate, of cquable temper, eharitable of judgment,
and of merciful impulses?

Warder—His brethren have thought him worthy to
be admitted here.

 First Judge—Illustrious Judges, there is a vacancy
in this Sovereign Tribunal. What do you propose?

Second Judge—1I propose that the vacaney be filled
by the eleetron of this Xnight Kadosh, whom I believe
to possess the neeessary qualifieations to fill this respon-
sible station. “ R TEL 77

Third Judge—I fear the Knight Kadosh has mot
sufficient experience and prietice in the rights and dnties
of members of this Sovereign Tribunal to be qualified
to pass judgment wpon the actions of others. He needs 4
mstruetion. 7 . G, L ACw £ in o Lbof = oo EF

| S CJv l’-/-<_[ / A€

Warderseats Knight near the Front an%orghre]s fo his station.

sia

First Judge—Then lef the Knight Kadoshl .‘g)i?r"e héed
to the words of immortal wisdom once uttered by mortal

Grand Inspector Inguisitor Commander 21

lips that have long since been silent. We summon the
Sages and Lawgivers of the Past.

The words of the Bages may bo read by the Judges from Law
books on the Bench—or recited impressively. If u niore dramatic
presentation is desired, each Sage—in the costume of his time—
may spesk from behind a scrim. There must be no impersonation
of Jesus whose words, us recorded in the New Testament, are

reverently reand or f’.'-:.r, HEHK T}fE/V 0 F

- b of Saxon England
—I {framed wise laws, made upright judges—inde-
pendent of my will and that of the people—and caused
Just and speedy judgment to be given.

In all my realm, justice and right were sold to none;
denied to none; deluyed to none. I slept little; I wrote
much; I studied more. I reigned only to bless those
over whom I had dominion,

Follow, then, my example, nor fear to sit in judgment
on thy fellows.

SograTEs (469-399 B.C.)
-

Men PR

Third Judge—fz?m Socrates, philosopher, of Greece,
I knew the holy mysteries and, in the groves of Athens,
I taught that God is One and that the soul of man is
immortal,

I taught obedience to the laws and decrees of the
people of Athens, and the Council of Five Hundred.
And when, by an unjust judgment, I was condemned to
denth, I reiused to flee lest I should bring the law into
disrepute.

If thou wouldst become a judge of others, first pre-
pare thyself by learning to obey the law.

Conrucrus (551-478 B.C.)
Kourth Judge--1 am Confucius who interpreted to
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the people of China the great laws of life. I said to
them—Desire not for your country any benefit other
than justice. The great law of Duty is to be looked for
in Humanity.

Justice i8 equity, to render to every man that to
whieh he is entitled.

He who would stand above the ordinary level of man
should be free from prejudice, self-conceit and obstinacy,
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and death and evil. ‘Therefore, choose life that bhoth
thou and thy seed shall live.

- JESus or NazarirH

First Judge—Thou hast heard the words of the great
snges, lawgivers and philosophers of antiquity. Behold!
lLolds aloft a New Test-

and be governed by the mandates of justice alone.

s«H“’””'”’ °7 zoncssren (16503, ‘fy o,
ose ¥

2 ~Second Jud, ge—I1 am Zoroaster words became
law to the Persians. Jﬂb.u_mns_m)&mhmg

He is the best servant of God whose heart is upright.
He alone is just who is charitable and mereiful in judg-
ment; and he alone is wise who thinks well, and not evil
of other men.

Crime is not to be measured only by the issue of
events, but also by the evil intentions of the doer. Study,
therefore, the dominion of thyself, and hold it the noblest
victory to triumph over thy passions.

Moses (1-1250 B.C.)

T'hird Judge—I am Moscs, the leader and lawgiver
of Israel.

When they have a matter, they come untoe me; and
I judge between one and another, and I do make them
know the statutes of God, and his laws.

Ye shall walk i all the ways whieh the Lord yonr
@God hath commanded youn, that ye may live, and that it
may be well with you.

Thou shall not respect persons, neither take a gift:
for a gift doth blind the eyes of the wise, and pervert
the words of the righteous.

See, 1 have set hefore thee this day life and good,

- ——— v .

P S

amen?) The greatest Teacher of all the ages. Listen
reverently to his words.

Y ..eé. 2> If ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly
Tfather will also forgive you But if ve forgive not men
their trespasses, neither will your Trather forgive your
trespasses.

Judge not, that ye be not judged. For with what
Judgment ve 1nd"e ve shall be judged: and with what
measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you aguin,

Judge not ae cmdm" to the appearance, but judge
nghtoous judgment,

Blessed are the mereiful : for thev sl_pll ohtain  merey.

First Judge—William of theWbbnrv,-mlt tho‘ﬁ medi-
tate upon all these words of wisdom and be guided by
these preeepts?

William of Shrewshury—I will, so help me God.

Pirst Judge—Illusirious Judges, is it your pleasure
that the Aspirant be admitted as onec of our number!?

Fourth Judge (Consuliing papers)—I protest against
his promotion at this time. It is not enough to know
the wisdom of the ages. A Judge must be free and
¢lear of all suspicion, and I find that a serious charge
has been hrounght against this Aspirant.

I have been informed that he is accused of violating
his obligation as a Knight Kadosh of the Order of the
White and Black Eagle. Would it not he well to pursue
the complaint before considering his advancement?
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course and comnmunication with a profane, contrary to
Capital 57 of the rules ol our Order, {or wineh hemous
and muttiplied guilt should he be ent off and east out
from our congregation were he the right hand and right
eye thereof. To the Sovermgn Tribunal, Mderman of
Goodalricke appeals.’’

At the conclusion of the reading he hands the chiurges to the
Bsnerwho-hands-them to the Glerk. Jangc (s 4¢’

Sir Herman, as I have said, the Treasurer General
of the Order, the fortunate possessor of one of the finest
properties in this part of England, with many a fair rood
of meadow and many a fat field and close, and Castle
Goodalricke, yonder, beeause of his zeal for the honor
and glory of his Order fecls constrained . . .

Thomas—Methought my friend was 10 let the facty
speak for themselves. -

Huglh (Will 1cy politeness)—1 am flattered by my
friend’s attention to my observations. (Agam address-
1ng the Couri)—Yet even so thou mayst fecl impelled to
the belief that belund the aceusations moves suine other
influence, with private interest simulating eredulity.
But how absurd this premise eonsidering Sir Herman'’s
wealth and pesition. Thou wilt not forget that the de-
fendant is here, prepered to prove his mmnocence. What
evidence he hath to support so eurious a suggestion 1
know not. But be the proof awarded to him, ! envy not
my learned friend, Thomas F1tzSimon, the task hie under-
taketh to sustain 1t in this Court, and before your Liord-
ships. Fall well, 1 know he will invoke your pity.
Methinks my friend will lay stress upon the honors and
titles of the aceused, a man free born, 2 member of an
aneient and lhonorable society—a IKnight Kadosh.

Thomas—Grumercy for my learned friend’s antici-
pation of my case, (emphatically) however intelligen:.
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ITugh—Natheless, your Lordships will remember that
if the accusation be true, there is upon the rolls of the
Order, a forsworn IXnight, a base violator of his Oath
for which he should be forever cut off and east out and
his goods and chattels confiscated. These charges, Sir
Herman of Goodalricke standeth ready to prove by his
body and suite of witnesses when and where the Court
shall award.

And if William of Shrewsbury will confess this, that
will seem fair to Sir Herman, but if he will deny it,
wrongfully will he deny 1it, for Sir Herman hath here
smte good and sufficient, to-wit, hinself and Alan, a
freeman and servant to Ilerman. (JIe bows and sits
down.)

FPirst Judge—William of Shrewsbury, your tale.

PENIEL To
’l'homns‘gYom' Liordships, William of Shrewshury,
who is here, e Sir Herman, who is there,
and agamst his surte ol witnesses, the wrongs and
breaches and all that he, Sir Herman of Goodalricke,
surmises against i word by word {thwert-ut-nay) And
thas he is ready and hlithe to defend when and where he

onght and the Court shall consider. (He bows end sils
down.)

First Judge (Addressing the Court)—Tair Sirs, these
being the allegations of the parties, which of them must
go to the proof and to what proof mnust he got

Fourth Judge—Reads not the rale that the defendant
must prove?/Bt in hoc casu semper ineumbit probatio
negantl.) agg. o .-_‘_,{.-é_y./ 1

Pirst Judge (To (he Courl)—Ye who art of this
mind, assent.

Judges, all— Ay,
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Iirst Judge—And to what proof must the defendant
go? Proof by Battle or Proof by Oath of Witnesses?

Fourth Judge—I proposc proof by oath of witnesses
that we may hear and weigh their testimony.

First Judge—Fair Sirs, he that your judgment$
Judges, all—Ay.

First Judge—So be the Court’s decree. If the de-
fendant disapprove, the eause is his. The law is awarded
to him and on him the burden.

Thomas (Rising)—The defendant Willjam of Shrews-
bury again offers to make good his {thwertautnay,
having denied the eharge. he now once more professel
willingness to defend. And he standeth ready to give
gage and pledze as surcty for the fulfillment of the jndg-
ment should the enuge not he heard forthwith, (J/e
tenders a bond.)

First Judge—The gage and pledge arc waived. Pro.
ceed straightway. Make good thy ro LS

Thomas—The defendant calleth the plaintiff's smte
of witnesses. (I7¢ sits down.)

First Judge—Speak to the business, | »'0 <2 2
Hugh of Humby rises.

Hugh (In a loud voice)—Sir Herman of Goodalricke.
Sir Herman rises from lis seat and makes his way to the

witness box, where he remains standing. The Clerk riees end faces
the witness box. Sir Ilerman raises his right hand for oath

Clerk (Raises his hand)—In the name of the Ioly
Trinity I swear, and this oath is in accordance with my
knowledge, and it is true.

Herman—And it is true.

wnl o
/
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‘The Clerk resumes his sent.

ITugh—Thou art Sir Hermun of Goodalricke, Treas-
urer General, Kmghts Kadosh of the Order of the White
and Black Eagle?

Herman—In truth, I am.

ITugh—Thou dwellest at Castle Goodalricke in this
shire?

Ierman—That I do.

Hugh—This Knight, William of Shrewsbury, is
known to thee?

IIerman—I know him well.
Hugh—On what terins hast thou been with him?

Ilerman—Most friendly until late, He is a Knight
of my Order and I was present at his dnbbing.

ITugh—Didst thou hear him swear the oathf

Herman—Marry, that T did. He had the degree of
knighthood from the sword of the Illustrious Com-
mander. In the presenee of his brother Xnights, he
swore not to countenance impostors, perjurers, apostates
and traitors and was nvested with the seerets of the

Order and given as a token the jewel of a Knight Kadosh -

with his name inseribed thereon,

ITugh—Will thou look upon this warrant of the See->—

retary General of the Order?

Hugh of Humby hands the warrant to the Usher who pusses
it to 8u Ilerman, who glunces nt 1it.

Herman—Ay?

ITugh—This records that William of Shrewsbury was
duly ereated and proelaimed a Knight Kadosh on St.
Jolm/Baptist Day of the present year?{

vy
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Herman—Thou sayest truly,
First Judge—The Court would see the writing,

The Usher hunds the warrant to the TFirst Judge who cxu-
ines it and passes it to the other members of the Court.

ow
Hugh—- ye what caused the rupture in yonr
friendship?{

Herman—Verily, the breach of his knightly obliga-
tions,

Hugh—Thou knowest that about a fortnight after
St. John Baptist Day this Knight was traveling from
Holt to Chester by the 1Tigh Road!?

ITerman—That T do.
Hugh—Xnow ye what happened

Herman—Ay. About midway on the High Roead lo
Chester, another road branches offl. It also goeth to
Chester but by a shorter route. As it is poor and boggy,
through rough, uneven country and fraught with dangcr,
it 1s seldom traveled. (Jnferentially) Tor reasons best

«_ known to himself, this Xnight traveled the shorter roud.
_\" Whether by design or accident,—I am now more inchned

to believe the former—the Knight iell i with 2 monk—u
hearty fellow—who aecosted hinn and engaged m pleasant
talk. It was hale fellow well met. The Xnight demanded
wine which was given him by the jovial monk, but
copiong us were his drafis, his thirst was unsluked and
« he demanded more. This continued until the Knight was
in s cups. The monk feigned suspicion and to test the
femighttsintegrity, demanded of him the signs and pass-
words of a Knight Kadosh. At first the Knight hesitated,
but to the wmonlc’s importunities and blandishments
yielded, and there upon the puhhe road, forthwith gave
hun the secrets of aur Order.
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Hugh—Xnowest thou who was tlns jovial monk?
Ci LLED

ITerman—Ay, a man as [ learned yolept T'imothy of
Bodenham. But a hood makes not a monk. Due inquiry
at our Lioly houses disclosed him to be a thieving rogue,
using a habit and bell and book to deceive the unwary
and to snare the unsuspecting. As the monk was mur-
dered . ..

Thomas (Rising)—My Lords, I am loath to interrupt
my friend or his witness, but go they not rather beyond
the limits of relevance? A charge of murder has not
been made . . .

ITugh (Wilh assumed graciousness)—DBlithely wilt T
obhige my friend, my Lords (2'¢ Thomus FitzSimon)—
We shall not pursue the tale of murder at present.

T AMm . )
Thomas—=en beholden to my friend. I know he is
nlways most willing to . . .

IMirst Judge (Interrupling)—The rules of evidence
are in sooth rules of hrevity—we must try for our own
sakes to observe then.

Thomas FitzSimon reswmines s seat.
Hugh—Methinks T have but one more guestion to put

Lo thee, Sir Ileran. Dost know the signs and passwords
thus disclosed ¢

Ilerman—Here 1 have wnitten them down for the
miformation of the Court

e produces u purchment which 18 handed the Usher and by
hin to the Cuurt. Hugh ot Humhy resumes lus seat, caretully
seratinizing the Court to assess tho effect of his principal witness

Imrst Judge (Ezamining the parchment und puss-
ing it to the olther Judges)—-In truth the saereil words
of a Xnight Kadosh, and transeribed mn Ilebrew

/‘I/L -'(h- 7‘—“ T T NesS o NS 1¢’\3

N



32 Thirty-first Degree

Thomus—May I see the parchment?
First Judge—You may. (It is handed to him by the

Usher 3— oA %A( N GL(»\AI\-{

Thomas (Rising with exeggerated dignity lo cross-
ezamine end turning to Sir Herman with a suggestion of
physical and mental appraisement)—And so thou art
the Lord of the acres and Castle of Goodalricke$

Herman—Ay, in sooth, that is so.

Thomaes—By deed of purchase or by inheritanece, may
T inquire?

Herman—By deed of purchase from the Abbott of
Lilleshall.

Thomas—DPrithee, when?
Herman—Three years come Whitsuntide.

Thomas—About the time thou becamest the Treasurer
General ot Knights Xadosh of the Order of the White
and Black Eagle?

Herman—What meanest thou?

Hugh—My Lord, is it meet for my friend to be so
deliberately offensive in the form of lLiis question?

First Judge—1 warrant that Thomas FitzSimon 1is
only cross examining from his instruetions, whieh of
course would involve—well, I think we must let him
take his own course. T pa

Thomas (T'o Hugh of Humby)—¥Hm grateful to my
learned friend for his attempt to aid me to conduet my
case. (To the wilness)—I wish to be quite clear. I amn
suggesting thou purchased thy lands and estate after
thou hadst become Treasurer General of the Order.

e et e

[ IRV PR S

A ¥ e

-~

Grand Inspector Inquisitor Commander 33

Herman (Heatedly)—By the faith of mine Order,
it's a shameful lie without foundation.

Thomas—And prior to that time thou didst not have
a quillet to thy name3

Ierman—DPalter not with me. That suggestion
shall not answer. It is a vile fabrieation! = ~ U a ./t )

Ilugh—Ke& ealm Sir IIerman Sy (‘L««, ,
’M Gy

Qhomas-—Marn Then it wou]d be » waste of time
for me to put the questlon to thee straight. Thou wouldst
deny itf

ITerman—By the faith of my body, I would!

Thomas (To the Court)—I’ll ask your Lordships to
make a note of that reply. In the interest of time I ean
dispense with further aquestions of this ilk.

Pirst Judge—'The Court will appreeiate any conden-
sation whieh hath that result.

Thomas—And now with regard to the Knight. When
made he the disclosnres of which you complain

ITerman—A fortnight after St. John Baptist Day.

Thomas (Offhand)—Thoun wert of eourse present and
within sight and sound of this meeting with the monk?

Herman (Somewhat abashed and hesitant)—Nay, 1
was not.

Thomas (With emphasis)—Oh, thou wert not! Then
thon didst not witness the viclation here related?

Herman—I dare be sworn he did so, Higg, the Son
of Snell ...

Thomas (Inferrupting)—Answer.
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Herman—-Nay, I did not, but ITigg, the Son of Sneli,
iy serivener. He it was who saw these unhappy doings
and from his fealty and oath recounted all 1o ne.

Thomas—Sayest thou se! And where is Higg, the
Son of Snell! Is he of thy suite of witnesses?

ITerman—Alas, he has gone on an crrand to a distant
part of the realm and is now absent. Is not the word of
a dubbed Knight . . . ¢

Thomas (Inlerrupting agein)—And when didst thou
send him away?

Herman—A fortnight after St. John Baptist Day.

Thomas—The very day thns Knight is alleged to have
hreached his cath ¢

Herman (Reluclanlly)—"That is 8o,

Thomas—And that was @ month past and 1hgr, (he
Son of Snell, halh nal retbiyned?

Herman (With iriifalion) -And what hath that (o
do with this?

T'homas—That eoncerns thee nothing, Sir Tlermun,
I give thee no answer now  (Ife pauses.) As to the
parchment which thou hast presented to the Court, is
that tn your handwriting?

Iferman—Nay, it was transeribed at the time by
Hiag, the Son of Snell, mv serivener, that a record of the

Knight’s transgression might he made and not forgotten
Shen :hc '~ h mear
Thomas—-—Look thou at that parchment!
‘The Usher passes it io Sir Herman, who scruiymzes it with
wrritation.  Usher rem:ins by the box unti) the First Judge ashs
for tha parchment.

Tn what script 151t written®
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Herman—Tn Hebrew.
Thomas—I ween thou canst read it!t

ITerman—Alack, T cannot. I can speak the words by
rote but Hebrew seript I eannot read.

Thomas—And if its date is after Iigg, your scriv-
ener, was sent away what wouldst thou say to that?

Herman does not answer, 6

IMirst Judge—Pritliee let me lool: at the parehment
again,

'he Uslier takes it from Sir Hermar and hands it to the
/= T'L Judge.

Thomas—Doth not that parchment reeall anything
10 theef

Herman (With assumed indifference)—Not that 1
wel Kivow

Lhomus—What a pity! Dost mean to suggest to this
Court that thon rememberest not the eircuinstances of
its writing well?

First Judge—1t may be my fanlt, Thomas FitzSimnen,
but 1 see not how that will avail,

Thomas—11 is a link in the chain, my Lord,

First Judge—IIath 1t not been said that the strength
of a chain is that of 1ts weukest hinlk?

Thomas—Verily, my Lord, I hope my ¢hain will bear
whatever weizht | put upon it

First Judge-—\We must wait and see. Yes, Thomnns
FitzSmon . . .

Thomas—That is all for the nonce, Cotweefier

Vuw:\‘ Witness
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Thomsas FitzSimon sits down.

Hugh (Rising with bland essurance)—Your Lord-
ships, methinks there is naught I need clear up by more
questions of Sir Herman, in spite of my learned friend’s
euriosity. Veumty o txp Downw Sik Hewmnrey

Sir Ilerman with a bow to the Judge proceeds to leave the box
and moves to his former seat. iy munuer reveals an expression of
confidence that s testrmony has not been refuted. llugh of
Humby resumes his seat and e¢xamines his pupers. After u pause,
Hugh of Humby rises.

Hugh (In a loud voice)—Alan, the herdsman.

Alen, the herdsmun, rises from his seat and makes his way to
the witness box, where he remans standing. The Clerk rises uud
faces the witness hox. Alan raises might hand.

Clerk (Raises hand)—In the name of the Holy Trin-
ity T swear, and this oath 9 m aeccordance wilh wy
knowledge, and it 1s true.

Alan—And it is true,
The Clerk resumes his seat.
Hugh—Thou art Alan, the herdsman ?

Alan—Ay, that I be. Serf to my Lord, Hermun of
Goodalricke.

Hugh—A fortnight after St. John Baptist Day,
where didst thou graze the cattle of thy liege?

Alan—In the skirt o’ the wood where the side roud
yoims the High Road from Chester to Holt,

IIuyh—Didst thou sce anyone on the side road that
day?

Alan—Ay, that I did A pious monk, whom I knew
not and the Kmght vonder. (Indicaling Aspirant.)

Hugh—Wherce?
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Alan—At the old sheep cote near the spring.
JTugh—Didst thon ever see the monk before?

Alan—Nay, this was the first day, though oft have I
heen there.

ITugh—Sawest thou this Knight there with him?
Alan—Ay, on the side road. Ie passed that way.
ITugh—What did they there?

Alan—They were drunk with wine. They made much
merriment.

Hugh—Didst hear what they said?
Alen—Nay, I tarried far away. I was afraid.
Hugh—What did the Wnightt

Alan—T espred Inm daing this (Gives the sign of a
Knight Kadosh).

Farst Judge (Aside to the Judges)—The sign of a
Knight Xadosh.

FPourth Judge (Aside)—Ay, that is true. (The other
Judges nod assent )

Alan—This he did many times. And then the monk
poured more wine. There was muneh revelry, Then they
quarreled and drew swords and shoutcd. Having no
sword and buckler and fearful of being caught in the
fray, I ran away. After the hue and ery, I returned.
‘e Knight was gone and the monk lay dead upon the
ground.

ITegh—What found ye there?
Richerd O’Banbury, & tinker, onters »n some egitation and

hands u paper to the Captan of-the Guurd. The Captaip of the
Guard motivus the timker to n seat.
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Alan—1n sooth only this, a token

He produces the jewel of n Kmpht Kadosh.

Hugh—1Is there an inseription !

Alan—Tam would I read what is written here hut |

cannot.

The Usher takes the jewel from Alun and hands it to the
Clerk.

Clerk—William of Shrewsbury—A Knight Kadosh
ot the Order of the White und Black Eugle, St. John
Baptist Day, Anno Domini 1315.

The Clerk hands the jowel te the Yirst Jundge, who serutm
1zes it

Hlsfl  ITugh—Methinks T shall ask no more questions, my

Liords.

Hugh of Yumby sits slowr und Thomas FitzSimon riaes ta
cross-exnmme. The C of G, sieps forwnrd.

C. of G.—1ustrious Judges, this manea Ouher by
Ltade,=sare distraught,—fetehed ths 1o the Conrt and
eraves immedinte consideratton s a parchment wrap-
ped about 2 stone and thrown i his path,

YIe hands the stone unil pardiment to the Clerk, who hands
to tho FMirst Judge

First Judge—This appeareth to be an old mmdenture
with writing on the reverse side. The words are ’’ To the
Tigh Conrt—In durance vile without a trial!”’ It hear-
eth no name. (Turning to Richard O’Banbury, (he
tinker)—Who and whence art thon?

Richard (With claborate obeisance)—And may it
please your Lordships, Dick O'Banbury, a tinker I'm
from a distant shire. Folkless and sacless ain I in town
and from town, in the forest as m the field. Marry, 1
mend pots, pans, kettles . . .
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Farst Judge—Mostly in taverns, I warrant. Canst
thou show the place where thiy was found? -

Richard—Ay, beshrew me for a false hearted knave
if T eannot. Whilst I was coming down the path back o’
the hilis—OM, it was blithe. ‘Ihe skylark was singing and
I was singing, and as I passed the tall tower . ..

First Judge—Cease thy prattle. (To C. of G.) Cap-
tain of the Guard, take guffieient-guards, go thou with
this fellow to the place where the stone was found and
if the captive be lheld falsely, produece him here, in the
King’s name,

The C. of G. und gunrds accompuny Richurd O Banbury and
go out. T'he Yirst Judge nods to Thomas F1rizSimen a8 an indicu-

tion to proceed. I3
‘er‘Pm{.\_ L[{‘\ MA ot eed

Thomas—Prithee good fellow, how long hast thon
been herdsman lor Sir llerman?

Alan—Marry, ever sinee he 1s Lord of Goodalricke,
Thomus—Three years come Whitsuntide
Alan—In troth,

Thomas—And didst thon bide m a cottage by the
weir ¥

Alan—Ay, that 1 did 'til St. John Baptist Day.

Thomas (In nfjecled surprise)—Al, and thon hidest
not there now?

Alan—Nay, | dwell nt the castle with my liege Jord
T'homus—Sinee St. John Baptist Day ¢
Atan—That T do.

Thomus—And now thou hast good cheer and soft
lodgings. In sooth that is most genera: of Sir Herman,
Ne further questions, my Lords

/br J\/D{(q /(;: Fee Ty e es
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Alan leaves the box and resumes his seat.

First Judge—Hugh of Humby, is that thy tale?

Hugh (Hugh rises und replies to the Court)—Illus-
trious Judge, 1t is.

First Judge—Thomas FitzSimon, proceed for the
defendant.

Hugh of Humby sits down and Thomas Fitz8imon rises.

Thomas—Illustrious Judges, on vouching the cause
of this Knight, William of Shrewsbury, I shall emulate
my friend’s uncharacteristic brevity. I make only this
observation. It were deep pity for the plaintiff, in a case
like this, for the principal witness 1o be absent on a
journcy! Without [Ligy, the Son of Snell, the plaintifi’s
aceusation resteth almost wholly on hearsay. In view of
the ecircumstances I may pray indulgence of the Court.
1 have at least a seore ot witnesses here prepared to sup-
port the good name of the defendant. I know not whether
I shall find it necessary to call them. Marry, my Lords,
this case would last forever, were I to call every one.

First Judge—Idle rumors and reports of course are
not proofs. However, the Counrt will not forget, nor, I
am sure, will Hugh of Humby, that in this case the de-
fendant must prove Jus tale—the burden is on him.

Thomas—1I shall not forget, my Lords, and I warrant
the defendant is armed in proof. (In e loud voice)—
Ralph of Bideford

Ralph of Bideford, a pilgrimi from the Holy Land, rises from
his sent nnd makes hus way Lo the witness box, where he remminy
standing, right hand raised. The Clerk rises.

Clerk (Raises right hand)—In the name of the Holy
Trinity, I swear and this oath is in aecordance with my
knowledge, and it is true
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Rulph—And it is trae
Phomas—"Thon art Ralph of Bideford?
Ralph—Ay, that T am.

Thomas—A TPilgrim just retvrned from the Holy
Land

Ralph—Tu finth, 1 am

Thomus—On « day a fortnight after the feast of St.
Jolin Baptist Day, traveled thou from Chester to Holt?

Ralph—In sooth, I did.
Thomas—DBy the side road?
Ralpl—By ihe side road, on foot.

Thomas—It hath been reporied that this Xnighn
(Indicating Aspirant) was on that day in eompany with
a eertam monk, Vel ,k]‘nnothy of Bodenham; that the
monk wishing to test the integrity and valor of the
Kuight, demanded the password and sign of his Order.
Know ye of this affaunr?

Ralph—INustrions Judges, {his worthy Ilnight ]
know, for he befriended e T espied his meeting with
the monk The lusty fellow invited him 1o his retreat,
nsed many gentle words and much affected kindness,
made him large offers of gold, and finally by threats and
violenee songht to extort from the Knight the secrets of
s Order, but all in vamn. The Kuight refused. Sore
wroth, he thien assailed the Knight with his sword, and
it eontest ensned,

Thomas—Where wast thou

Ralph—Weak from my wounds received from a rob-
ber band, I was resting by the spring near the old sheep
cote on the side road to Chester.
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Thomas—And this ye both saw and heard?
Ralph—Ay, that 1 did with my own eyes and ears.

Thomas—And didst thon give assistance to this
Knight?

Ralph— Aluck, being unarmed, I could not, but
straxghtway went in search of help, and sent a Templar

to aid the Knight. - /,
Thomas—That is ul)) a1 i

Thomas FitzSimon #its down, Hugh of Humby riscs to cross-
examine.

ITigh—More than a twelvemonth hath passed sinee
thou left England for the Holy Land?

Ralph—Verily, twelve months and more.
Hugh—And where didst thou dwell hefore that?
Ralph (With hesilufron)

Hugh (After a signmificant punse)—Didst thou nol
spend nine months m London® (pause) in jaill

Ralph  (With obvious discomfiture) — THustrious
Judges, is it meet for the Sexgesnt to pry into my pri-
vate troubles? Comreltn

—Divers places.

First Judge—Of a truth he is in cross-examination,
Answer lenrned Counsel’s questions. Ile seeks to Jearn
whether thon art a person to be bielieved on thine oath

Hugh (Blandiy)—Did T surmise right as to thy
dwelling place during those nine months?

Ralph (Curlly)—Ay.
Hugh—That was for robbery?
Ralph—Ay.

K2
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Hugh—And then ye went beyond the scu?

Ralph—1n sooth to exprate my sins,  That may

sound . . .

Iirst Judge (Inmterrupting)—I have no doubt the
Court understands the reusons for thy departure.

HTugh (liawsmy)—Illustrions Judges, what think ye
of this man’s talef Is he a Jawful man, having breached
the peace of the ing? What act in luw ean & man at-

ctainted ... ? (J/e resumes his seat.)

v Fourth Judye—'Tis true. Thou needst say no more. He
Of every proprielary, possessory and contraetual right.
ceNed he-4s-deprived  Jivery bond of homage and feaity hath
been dxsso]vc(l e ean do no act of law. (Ralph leaves

thebo:c) Step Poww

/ ‘J First Iud_/c—-l must sny I noted full wéll those Jast
answers of Ralph of Bideford.

Thomas (Impatiently)—Quite so, my Lord. Of
course the value of his tale is a question for the Court.

First Judge—What thou sayest is true. I thought it
might be of aid if I indieated what was passing through
my mind.

Thomas (Almost brusquely)—Gratefnl am T to your
Tordship. It is of great assistance.

First Judge—Wilt thou eall thy next witness?

Thomas (With eppar eny Es?&mﬁtwe at the turn the
lestimony has taken)—Lem in diffienlty, my Lords, I
know not whom to eall next, We relied upou the Templar
who snecored this Knight (wndicating the Aspiramt).
Bnt seareh for him hath been fruitless . ..

Hugh (Interrupting sutirically)—I( were a deep pity
in u ease like this for a principel witness to be away . . .
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Thomas (T'o the Court)—My Lords, I must protest
apgainst my friend’s gratuitons interrnptions

First Judge—We deprecate interruption of Counsel
unless it 1nvolves correction of facts

Thomas (With weary mariyrdom)—If my learned
friend will allow me o few undisturbed momeuts. A
Templar came to this Xnight's assistance and was of a
certainty present ...

Hugh—Blithe would I be, if my friend would explain
just what relevance this Templar . . .

Thomas (Irritably)—DBhthe would I be if my friend

would refrain erJm the ege constant mterruptions!
froe oo

First Judge——&es Thomas FitzSimoen.

Thomas—To the assistance of this Knight (ITe wails
for another interruption wiuch s nol forthcoming) came
a Templar who drew lus sword m his behalf. The blows
fell thick and fast but every stroke was stoutly met and
parried. At last this Temnplar dealt a heavy blow whieh
brought the monk to the ground, but e’en as he did so
did the monk bear down on the Templar’s guard, wound-
ing him sorely .. .

First Judge (Interrupting)—I{ thou hast further
witness to eall, that witness must straightway go nto
the box, or thy ease 1s elosed.

There ie & pause during which Thomas FitzSunon talks ex-
citedly with his chent. 'ie desperate situntion he 1s in 18 appurent.

Hugh (Rising with self-assurance)—William of
Shrewsbury has had time and counsel for his cause.

77 )
Lv»m +Whilst I do not wish it to appear that it is the desire of

my eclient to snateh a verdiet .

The Guards enter quickly und 1 some excitement with gy,
the Bon of Snell. Richard O’Banbury is with them.
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Herman (Rises from s seat in horrified amazement)
—Thou wretched varlet, get thee henece! Who gave thee
permission to come here?

Clerk—Silence! Silence!

Thomas (Springing to his feet with sudden realiza-
tion)—My Lord, anbyl n;z_xt witness.
']

Pirst Judge—Wall, will you eall liim?{

Thomas—I eall this man who stands now before the
Court.

FPirst Judge—DBe not hasty, Thomas FitzSimon. First
let us question this fellow. Ile 13 not of thy suite of
witnesses.

C. of G.—Tllustrious Judges, this man, who claims to
be serivener {for Sir Ilerman, we found locked in the tall
tower of Castle Goodalricke Ile claims ecommission of
no offensc and to be eonfined without trial on the order
of his liege, Siv Tlerman.

Herman—IJt is a le, I say.

First Judge (To Herman)—Silence, Sir Herman.
Thou hast been warned hefore. (7o man in custody)—
Who art thou, that-dotl say—this?

ITigg—My name is Higg, Son of ;13(‘1} MM'

First Judge—'Tis a grave charge . of G.)—
Ilold thou this man till we hiave time to inquire further.

Thomas—My Lords, your pardon. I assure thee, I
disrespeet not the order of your Lordship, but I called
this man (indiceling ITigg) as my witness.

First Judge—Snyest thou so! This is uncommon,

T'homas—1It is an nneommon case, my Lords.
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First Judge—So it scems. We uppear to be departing
from the wonted course. Thou scemest to be taking a
great risk.

Thomas (In a loud voice)—Higg, Son of Snell.
Higg goes reluctantly juto the box, raises hand for oath.

Clerk (Riscs. Right hand raised)—In the name of
the Holy Trinity, I swear and this oath 1s 1n accordance
with my knowledge, and 1t is true.

ITigg—And 1t is troe
The Clerk sits down,

Thomas—Thou art Higg, the Son of Snel), and the
serivener of Sir erman, yonder?

Higg—Ay.

Thomas—ITow long his serivener?
IIhgg—Almost a decade

Thomas—Dast thou write and in what serpt?
Ihgg—Ay, Latin, Greek and Ilebrew.

Thomas—Thou wert locked in the tall tower of Clastle
Goodalricke?

Higg—In soolh, sinee a fortaight after St. John
Baptist Day.

Thomas—Al, sinec n fortnight after St. John
Baptist Day! And who confined yon?

Iligg—Sir Herman, yonder.
Thomas—And, prithee, tell me why

Higg (Appealing to the Court)—Ny Lords, must 1
submit to these questions?
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First Judge—Thomas TitzSimon doth only that
which he is entitled to regard as his duty to his elient.

Higg-—Ilis client! But this man I know not, By the
1Toly Rood never have I seen him.

Pirst Judge—This is William of Shrewsbury against
whom Sir Herman of Goodalricke appealeth.

IIigg (With surprise poiniing lo the Knight and
cullang him by name)—OF this resolute man I can speak.
"I1s hie whose life was saved by one, a Templar.

Pirst Judye—IXnowest thou the Templarf

Higg—DBy repute only; he was a stranger in these
parts.

First Judge (To Thomas FitzSimon)—Be this the
Templar of whom thoun speakest?

Thomas—Ay, verily—but we know not where to
searel him out. Tn the rout whieh followed the combat,
this Xnight and the Pemplar were separated. Trom that
day, we know not whither he went. Alack, we know not
even his name. As the Templar was sorely wounded
mayhap hie is dead. Without him (e gives a gesture of
despair) . ..

Dick O’Banbury (Interrupting rudely) Your rever-
ence and may it please your grace, I partly know such
iman, A PTemplar sore wonnded? e tatries at St
Albans convent hard by, There I saw him when T
mended the pots and pans for the Abbess.

Iirst Twldge—TTe thee straightway and feteh him.
And if thou tarry, u flogging for thy guittanee.

Richard O'Banbury goes out with the C. of G. L e56 0o L? ¢
@Qs v

(To Higg) Answer than the guestions Thomas Tite-
Simon asks,
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Thomas—{ assume, my Lords, this witness knoweth
his rights i respect to hns appearance here,

Iirst Judge—Thon art giving evidence of thme own
will and freely?

Higg looks miserably puzzled und mnkes no reply. le glances
helplessly, first at the Court and then at Sir Jlermun,

Thomas—Well, ITigg, Son of Snell, und why art thon
mute ¢

Higg—Nay, not of my own free will.

First Judge—IIow meanest thou?
‘PhonmEy BonTm el at_tlusi.paint Aske £ o Laeent.

Higg—My Lords, 1'm in great grievanee from Lthe
cruelty of my liege and master yonder. 1'm fearful it
I testrfy . ..

Iirst Judge—Droteetion is vouehsafed thee.

homas Fitz8imon ‘receives parchment from Usher who has

proecured it from the Mirst J ud}g\e . . -
- Hoat A - VS w T IE AR A VT
Thomas—Tirst look upon this purchmenty ilast thou

ever seen this writing belore? ey gy

The Usher hands the parchment to Thgg, g W
Higg—Ay. I penned it. f .

Thomas—TIn what seript is it wnritten?
Higg—Tn Tlebrew.
Thomas—Dost know the import of these words?

Iligg—Nay, I dn not. 1 set them down at the instnnee
of Sir Herman

Thomas—Where?

- ————
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Higg—In the tall tower,
Thomas—In the tall tower?

Ihgy—Ay S Herman came in the dead of night
und told me if T wrote those words he would requite me
well and release me three days hence.

ITerman—That is untrue! Never . . .
Hugh of Humby restrains hnn.

T'homas—Did he so! And when were those words
written ?

Iligg—Marry, ouly three duys last past. See, the
date is here.

Thomaes—In Jlebrew, also?
Higg—Ay.

T'homas—Dost know ean Sir Ilerman read and write
Hehrew

Higg—TIe cannof, that T vm./{ya W

Thomas—Dost know why Sir JTlerman held thee in
durance

~ Ihgg—Knowing that 1 was apprised of his defalea-
tions and to suppress the mtormation . , .

Thomas—DPrithee, what defaleations?

Higg—Sir Tlerman, since three years come Whitsun-
irde, has heen Treasurer General of Kmghts Kadosh of
the Order of the White and Black Kagle. Tlie monies of
the Order were in s strong box To purchase certain
lands, withal .

Thomas—Castle Goodalricke?

Higg—Ay, and its acres. Sir Herman, for his own
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use, took these monies. This 1 know full well, us 1 keep
the tally. And as the time came for his accounting . . .

Herman (Springing to his fect) —'Tis u vile slander.
Will the Court believe . ..

First Judge—Thy actions hetray thee, Sir Ierman.
The Court will brook no further interruptions. Guard—
see ye to it.

A Guard takes a place nenr Sir Jerman,

Thomas (Continuing)—And as the 1ime eame for his

accounting lic was sore distraught ahont refunding?
. /'DI LI D

Higg—Ay, that he wwas Then he contrived a plan
with one Timothy of \Bodcnham, a thieving rogue,
whereby said ‘Thrmothy, as a reverent im-
postor, was to waylay travelers upon the read and rob
them. In return for protection and a third of the boaty
he was bound to pay over the other two-thirds to Sir
Herman, Thus maght the trepsury be replenished and
naught discovered. I know this of a truth, for at my
‘hege’s command I drew the articles of the combmation
which Sir Tlerman and the monk did indenture. Sir

Ilerman’s portion ff the l)ér‘il/lzen‘t I l&)t b{_fs
A ~ A LR A

A } AL .
Thomas fgtl\xs Sir Herman's part of the indenture !
_The Tal

Higg—Ay, the very same. I wrote u message herve
(indiceting) und threw it from my eell in the high tower
to a passerby, hoping thereby to obtain relcase and
redress. It was the only parehment at hand.

Thomas—And pray tcll where is the other part?
(Keeps parchment.)

Higg—Given to 'Mhmothy of Bedenham. Without it
this writing means naught. 1t cannat be proven.

e
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The—UYs he-parchment—to—FhomasFitSimot.
Thomas—Phts is penned in thy hand?

Higg—Ay, that it is. A fortnight after St. John
Baptist Day, Timothy of Bodenham was killed in eombat
with 2 Knight ealled William of Shrewsbury and the
Templar of whom I spoke. If the monk had perchance
confessed or his part of the indenture should have eome
to this Knight’s possession then all might have beeome
known. Of this Sir Herman was fearful. By oath he
menaced revenge upon this Knight, thus to cloak his own
iniquity.

Herman (Springing lo his feet in anger and brush-
ing aside his Guard)—My Lords, will you take the word

of w=cowam, a prattling fool, against that of a dubbed
Knight{

First Judge—Silence, Herman of Goodalricke, We

will hear this man ount.
ArVvernevrugLESS

Iligg—Natheless; what I say is true. He sought to
enlist me in his unholy cnterprise, but I refused. He
plotted the doom of this good kmght to save his own self
from disgrace. To insure iny silenee he beat me and
locked me in the tall tower.

Herman (Impassioned)—It is false, I say. This
churl . ..,

ITugh—Silence, Sir Ilerman. (A otioning to Sir Her-
man to sit down and addressing the Court)—My Lords,
it has become my duty to proeceed upon sn unusual
course. It is manifest that the defendant has been the
vietim of an appalling mistake. If your Lordships .

Pirst Judge—Be advised, Hugh of Humby, hence-
forth heat not the furnace for thy foe so hot, that it
doth singe thyself. N

£’Y'/r/r
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—'—, N oA -
Thomas (Po the wilness) —Stund down. Ewkes;
Richurd (Entering and without eddress to the Court)
—An’t 3ee your Lordships . ..

FEERA T
Pirst Judge—Hold, sauey fellow, deserve we no 1more
reverence ?

Richard — Humbly do I cntreat your Lordships’
pardon—my haste made me unmannerly—but the tid-
ings which I bring will make my boldness manners. The
Templar attends your pleasure. (Grandiloguent gesture.)

First Judge—And in good time he comes. Give him
entrance.

! The C. of G, ushers 1n Rolert FitzWalter, the Templar, who
stunds before the Court.

Robert—Illustrious Judges, I hiope I am not Loo late,
This fellow who was sent, pray’d me to make great haste.

First Judge—Thy name?
Robert—Robert PitzWalter.

First Judge—Robert FitzWalter, look upon this man
(indacating the Knight Kadosh). KXnowest thou him?

Roberi—Ay, that I do! May it please you, it is my
sworn duty to protect pilgrims traveling from afar. On
a day a fortnight after St. John Baptist Day, a pilgrmm
informed me of the desperate plight of this Knight and
his sore distress because of s encounter with a false
monk, who, enticing travelers to hus hut betrayed them
to & band of thieves. I hustened to this man’s relief and
rejoice that T arrived mn time to save him from certain
death. The ruffians fled. We sought them up hill and
down dale but the crafty ioxes escaped us. The mouk,
who was sorely wounded in the fray, died. In a search
of his serip to learn Lis name und country, this was
found:

PO U U —

Grand Juspector Inquisitor Commander 53

He produces the other hulf of the indeniure and-hands. it-ta
the Cours, Conbmib i,

_But alael, as the other half of the parchment is
missing it cannot be read

Thomas (With triwmplant anticipation)—DPrithee
give me the parchment?

At 8 nod from the Judge, the
Templar stands aside.

Thomas (Advancing eagerly to the Bench, both parts
of the indenture n his hands)—Your Lordships, see, the
indentutred parts make one.

The Judges rise with some engerness which 18 palpably shared
by ull the Court.

Thomas (Reads)—

‘*This indenture mnde this &¢h d
1315 beiween llerman of Qoo
Bodenhtam, at the Cnsile of
Chester,

' of July Anno Domini,
Ircke and Timothy of
oodalricke 1 the shire of

‘Witnesseth, The saig”Timothy of Bodenham agrees Lo
divide nnd puy over igftlerman of Goodulricke two thirds
of ull he may find orficquire upon the Thigh Road whether

af jewels or montes nrether chattels of value,

'“Aund Bir Merman of dalricke nforesaid agrees Lo
give protection, by arms und moed~if necessary as muy seem
meet for the said Timothy of Bogenham, who shall retain
one third of said chattels et co#era for his share

Signed snd sealed

BERMAN OF GOODALR! TIMOTHY or BODENHAM'’
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He hands the parchments to-dm.ﬂo;k:fu_lﬁ%ﬁl_o ihe
Court. He returns to s seut. Hermar of Goodalricke atlempts
to leave the room but the Captaun of the Guard bars his exit.

Herman (With rising anger)—Illustrious Judges
Let me go forth, I pray; my honor is impeached. At
the proper time and place I will defend it with my hody
and with that sword which has so often fought for
Christendom,

First Judge—Secure this perjurer. Captain of the
Guard, execute your office.

The Guards relire with Herman of Goodalricke protesting

Fourth Judge—Were 1t not wel), Honorable Judges,
that we examine into the life and conversution of this
Herman of Goodalricke?

First Judge—We will seareh to the hottom this riddle
of miquity. (Resuming decorum)—And now, e Sirs,
heing ecertified of the facts us to this Knight, Wilham
of Shrewsbury, what is thy verdict?

Fourtih Judge—Whercas the defendant hath pro-
dueced sufficient suit, therefore be it considered that the
plaintiff take nothing by his writ.

First Judge—Illustrions Judges, do ye eoncur?
Judges, all—Ay.

Pirst Judge—J take it by all voices, that we are
agreed. Therefore be it considered that the satd William
of Shrewsbury do go henee quit and free of the said
Herman of Goodalricke ane that the said Herman be in
merey. (To the Clerk)—Let it be so engrossed 1n the
year book.

Hugh (Rising and {urning deferentially to Thomas
FitzSimon)—Which leaves my cllent to the tender mer-
cies of my friend.

o e o i e e i s,

N

__'ll
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Thomas (Walh formal politeness)—You mean my
gencrous mstruets, Hugh of Humby.

Hugh ot Humby bows to the Court usod_goes out with b
seditent,

Thomas (Conlinuing)—To you, my Lords, William
of Sheewsbary s mneh bebolden. Ye have done him
mght and justice and ye shall find him thankful.

—Lhomns-und-his-sssistant-find other aeptein-the-Oous

* © L *

First Judge—INlustrious Judges, is il your pleasure
that Wolllam of Shrewsbury be admitted as onc of our
ranther 4

All Judges—Ay!

First Judge—William of Shrewsbury, stand forth.
(Aspirant proceeds to front of Bench ) You have passed
unscathed through the fire of false aecusations. You
stand here secure in your unsullied loyalty and honor.
Because you have been judged, and have judged your-
self, you may dare to judge others.

Is it sull your desire that you be admitted as one
of our number?

S

N Wl[luuu—Ay my Lard, it is.

Itirst Judge—IlTcar, then, the pledges of this high
office.  Be reverent, and attentive, with no thought 1.
your heart, and no word upon your lips, but those of
soberness and truth,

~Herst Judge-—Do you solemnnly and sincerely vow,
that you will earefully examine all enses brought before
you for judgment; listen attentively io every argument
that may be urged therein; faithfully and impartially
wergh both evidence and argument; with no other
purpose than that of giving « trne, just, eqnitable and
merciful judgment ¥
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Aspirant—I1 do.

S~dq &t Judge—Do you solemnly vow that you will

never sit in Judgment in any case where you may enter-
tain feelings of enmity or ill will, prejudiee or dislike?

Ris ¢
First Judge—Raise your right hand toward heaven.
and repeat after me—

Aspirani—I do. a1l

All this T solemnly vow on my knightly word of hionor,
expecting to be judged as I judge others, and may God
keep me steadfast. Amen.

First Judge—You will take your place on the Benelt
and be seated with your peers. At the next assizeof this
Sovereign Tribunal, you will appear in the habiliments
of your high office.

ek Loocg Ty TR de ey~
———\ T % La AW

First Judge—Illustrious Judges, have you anything

further to propose to this Sovercign ‘U'ribunal, at ilns
time ¢

Judges—Nothing,

First Judge—Herald, make proelumation that the
present session of this Sovereign T'ribunal is closed.

Herald goes to emtremec and proclajms:
D LoE
Herald—Oyez! Oyez! Oyez! The present session of
this Soveraign Iribuna) s elosed. Oyez! Oyez! Oyez!

Villagers leave the room under the direction of the Men-ut-
Arms, then the Guards open ranks at the door. The officers of the
Court and the Judges march out. The First Judge, walking alone,
19 the last to Jeave. I the auction 13 on the stuge, merely close
curtaim, No proeession.

Cureraln
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Nore

If other Consistory degrees are to be exemplified in
the same session, the Commander-in-Chief will make the
relevant announcements and declare a recess. It is not
necessary to elose with the Official Declaration.

CLOSING

Immediately after the elose of the drama of the 31°,
the Commander-in-Chief, or some one deputized by him,
will close the Consistory, unless other Consistory degrees
are to be exemplified m: that session,

Commander-in-Chief—Jofofe (All rise) To order,
Brethren, on the Sign of Fidehty.

To the glory of the Grand Arehitect of the Universe;
in the name and under the auspices of the Supreme
Council of Sovercign Grand Inspectors General of the
Thirty-third and last degree of the Ancient Aceepted
Seottish Rite of IPrecmasonry for the Northern Masonic
Jurisdiction of the United States of Ameries, and by
virtue of the authority upon me conferred, I deeclare
the works of .................... Consstory closed.



