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The TBAE BOOK of the learned Greek Abbot t

q

taken out of :

THE EI ' IPEROUR'S LIBRARY

Though the Ancient Phi losophers have wri tcen diversLy of  rh is Science.
conceal ing under a mult i tude of  names the true pr inciples of  the Art ;
yet  have they not done i t  but  upon importanL considerat jons as we shal l
hereafter make appear.  And though they are di f terent in t .heir  express-
rons, yet  are they not any way discordant one from another,  but  a iming
al l  at  one end, and speaking ot  the same rhing, they have thoughl  f i t
(above al l  the rest)  to name the proper ACENT, by terms, sLrdnge, ndy
sometimps c.)nfrArw r-o i l -s natr l re ,and orr6l i t ies.q'rv Yu

Know then, my Son, that  a lmighty God together wi th thrs Unjverse cre-
ated two STONES, that  is to say,  the WHITE and the RED, both whlch are
under one and the same subject ,  and af terwards mult ip l ied in such abun-
dance, that  every one may take as much as he please thereof.  The mat-
ter  of  them ;-s of  such a k ind, that  i t  seems to be a mean between METAL
and MERCURY, and is part ly f ixed and part ly nol  t ixed, otherwise i t  co-
uld not,  be a mean betwixt  METALS and MERCURY; and this matter is the
instrumenc whereby our desire is accompl ished, i t  wc do but prepare i t .
Hence i t  comes that those who bestow their  endeavours in thrs Art  wi th-
out the said MEDIUM, Loose their  labour.  but  i f  they are acquainred with
the MEDIUM, they shal l  f ind a1l  thrngs f  easibl-e and fortunate.  Know
then that th is MEDIUM, being aer ia l ,  is  found among the ceLest ia l  Bod-
ies,  and that i t  is  only there are found the Mascul  ine and Feminine ccn-
der,  ( to speak proper ly )  having a constanr.  srrong, f ixed and permanent
Vir tue of  the essence whereof (as I  have told thee) phi losophers have
expressed themselv€s only by Simi l i tudes and Figures.  This they did,
that  the science might not be discovered by the Ignoranr,  which i f  i t
should once happen, aI I  were lost ;  but  that  i r  might be comprehended
onJ-y by those pat ient  souls,  and subt i l i .zed understandings, which being
sequestred from the soi l iness of  th is worId,  are c leansed from the f i l th
of  that  terrene dunghi l l  of  Avar ice,  whereby the ignorant are chained
to the earthiness of  th is World,  which is (wi thout th is admirable quin-
f  FqqFn.-e I  l -ha rFr.ani^.1o . \€ rr l \ r /ar f  \ / .  i t  L^r  , l - t  those diV-PUvEr L]  ,  rL usruY

ine souls,  when they have dived into DEMOCRITUS'S FOUNTAIN, that  is to
say, into the t ruth of  Nature,  woul-d soon discover what confusion mj-ght
happen in al l  estates and condj- t ions,  i f  every one could make as much
Gold as he would himsel f .  Upon this ground was i t  that  they were plea-
sed to speak by f igures,  types, and analogies,  that  so Lhey ml.ght not
be understood but by such as are discreet,  re l ig ious,  and enl ightened
by (div ine) Wisdom. AfI  which notwithstanding, they have lef t  in their
r^/r i t ings a certain method, way and rule,  by the assistance whereof the
wise man may comprehend whatever they have wri t ten most obscurely,  and
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in t ime arr ive at  the knowledge of  i t ,  though haply wading through some
error,  as I  have done, praised be God for i t .  And whereas the Vulgar
ignorant person ought to submit  to chese reasons, and consequent ly ad-
ore,  what is too great,  to enter into his Braj-n,  he on the contrary ac-
cuses Lhe Phi losophers of  imposture and impiety,  by which means, and

E - ' : - :  m6n l -ha Arr-  F: I1c inf  . \  
- . \ntamnt-

Ly \J!  wtre

But for  my part ,  I  teI l  thee, they have always expressed themselves
ar-r-ord i  n. '  f . )  .cr t -Fin r- ' . !L 'L-^ '^r^ "^- .  ahcn rol ' r  rh.r  c^m6t imeS fabu.L-qvevlurrr \J uLrrT Lrruuvr rcr l  

'  
q.ru 5vrr . (

ous1y, at l  which I  have disciphered in th is l i t t le TreaLise,  and that
af ter  such a manner that  the earnest desirer of  Science shal l  under-
stand what hath been myst ical ly del ivered by Lhe Phi losophers.  And yet
i f  he pretend to understand me and know not the nature of  the Elements
and things created, as also our r ich Metal ,  he doth but lose his lab-
our;  but  i f  he understand the Concord and Discord of  Natures,  he wi l l
by God's assistance arr ive to the rest? I t  is  therefore my sui t  to God,
LhaL he who shaII  undersLand Lhe present Secret  may work to rhe glory
:nd nr:  i  co nF tho <>cror l  n i  v i  n i  t -v

Know then my dear Son, that  the ignorant man cannoL comprehend rhe
secret  of  the Art ,  because i t  depends upon Lhe Knowledge of  the t rue
Body, which.  is hidden from him. Know then. my Son, PURE and IMPURE. the
CLEAN and UNCLEAN Natures,  for  there cannoL come from any thing Lhat
which i t  hath not.  For th ings, that  are not og have not,  cannot give
but thej-r  own Nature;  make use then of  that  which is most perfect  and
nearest in krnd, thou shal t  meet wi th,  and i t  shal l  suf f ice.  Avoid
then that which is MIXT, and take the SIMPLE, for  that  proceeds from
the QUINTESSENCE. Note that we have two bodj-es of  very great perfect-
ion,  fu l l  of  MERCURY: Out of  these extract  thy MERCURY, and oF that
thou shal t  make the MEDICINE, cal led by some QUINTESSENCE, which is a
\ / ;  r l - r ra l -h.+ i -  i -^^- i -hat \ l^  :nn narna-, , -11.  

" ;^t-v '  Pvwsr t" 'Ps! ! -Lrqvrsr ysr! ,q sr  P<rPqLuo I  y v rLL-

^r i^ , r -  
n- t ,  i f  i -  

-  ^ l^-F 
r  i^ l - , f  , . ,1r  i  

^ l r  - ! r^/ l -  
f  

- , ,^  -^^, ]^^--  
intn arrorrrr  r roy !L urYrrLr Llue Yuuurre5r rr . -v ! ! ! . l

soul  that  hath once tasted of  i t .  I t  is  the knot and l ink of  a l l  the
Elements,  which i t  contains in i t  sel f ,  as being also the Spir i t  which
nour isheth al l  th ings,  and by the assistance whereof Nature works in
the Universe. I t  is  the force, the beginning and end of  the whole work,
and to lay al l  open to thee in a word.  know. thaL the QUINTESSENCE and
the hidden thing,which Stone is nothing else then our v iscous, celest-
ia l  and gJ-or ious SouI drawn by our Magistery out of  i ts  N4-Lne, which en-
genders i t  sel f ,  and that i t  is  not  possible for  us to make thaL waLer
by Art ,  but  Nature alone begets i t ,  and that water is the MOST SHARP
VINEGAR, which makes GoId to be a pure spir i t ,  nay i t  is  thal  BLESSED
NATURE which engenders al l  th ings,  which through i ts putrefact ion is
hanama r .n| i  

- , ,h i  t - \ '  rnr l  hrr  . \ f  i  r -  c \ / i  r id i  t \ , ,  . -^rrcaeqr! lurr tL) . ,q l ruvr

of divers colours.  And I  advise thee, my Son, make no account of  any
other th ings, (as being vain) labour only for  that  WATER, which BURNS
TO BLACKNESS, WHITENS, DISSoLVES and CONGEALS. I t  is  that  which putre-
f ies,  and causes GERI' I INATION, and therefore I  advise thee, that  thou
whol ly imploy thy sel f  in the decoct ion of  th is .water,  and quarrel  not
at  the expence of  t ime, otherwise thou shal t  have no advantage. Decoct
i t  gent ly by I i t t le and I i t t le,  unt i l  i t  have changed i ts [a]se colour
' i  n l .  n :  narFa- l -  :nd h:rro a rrra 'a i  .Arp : l -  i -h6 l . ra.r  i  nn i  n.r  i -  h,at  Lhou buf n

vL!!LUut

not i ts Flowers and i ts v ivaci tv,  and make not too much haste to come
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to an end of  thy h/ork.  Shut thy Vessel  wel l ,  that  what is wi th in may
not breaf he . . t r r j -  -  an. l  q. \  f  h. \ r1 m:rzci  hr i  n.r  i  I  F. \  c^mo 6Ff a- l -  ah/ l  n^f  a

thAI tO DISSOLVE, to CALCINE, to TINGE, to WHITEN, to RENEW, to BATHE.
to wASHr to COAGULATE, to IMBIBE, to DECOCT, to FIX, to GRTND, to DRy.
and to DISTILL. are aI I  one, and signi fy no more then to CONCOCT Nature,
unt i l  such t ime as i t  be perfect .  Note fur ther that  to extract  the
soul ,  or  the spir i t .  or  the body, is nothing else then the abovesaid
Calcinat ions,  in regard Chey signiFy the operat ion of  VENUS. I r  is
fheraforc fhrorclh j -he t i re of  Lhe extract ion of  the souL Lh^f  fha sni-LI L Jt /a

r i t  comes forth gent ly.  understand me. The same may also be said of
the extract ion of  the soul  out  of  the Body, and the reduct ion of  i t
af  ter \ .vards upon the same Body, unt i l  the whole be drawn to a commixt ion
of al l  the four Elements.  And so that whrch is below, is l ike that
which is above, and consequent ly there are made therein two luminar ies,
the one f ixt  the other not,  whereof the f ixed remains below. and the
volat i le above, moving i t  sel f  perpetual ly,  unt i l  that  which is below,
which is the male,  get  upon the female,  and aI I  be f jxed. and Lhen iss-
ues out an incomparable Luminary.  And as in the beginning, Lhere was
only one, so in th is Matter,  a l I  proceeds from one and returns to one,
which rs cal led a conversion of  the Elements,  and to convert  the Ele-
ments,  is  as much as to make the humid dry,  and the volat i le f ixed, that
so that which is thrck may be made thin,  and weaken the thing that f  l -x-
eth the rest ,  the f ixacive part  of  che thing remaining int i re.  Thus
hannenq fhp I i f6 ind death Of Lhe Elemenfs.  whi  r -h r-nmnnqerl  oprrr inaf  o

YL I  rLrr  r ru u!

:nd nrnrtrrno rnr i  qn nno i -h i  na norf  ocr< rn^i-hor.  rnr l  :cc i  cr--  ; t -  f  
^  ^n^vrLs L f  , rY Ps! lse sr  r  L LU u! ,y-

ose the Fire.

The Pract ice -

My Son i t  is  necessary that  thou work wi th the MERCURY of the PHILO-
SOPHERS. and Lhe wise, which is nor the VULGAR, nor hath any Lhing o[
rhe VULGAR, but,  according to them, is the FIRST MATTER, THE SOUL OF
THE WORLD, THE COLD ELEMENT, THE BLESSED WATER, THE WATER OF THE WISE,
THE VENEMOUS WATER, THE MOST SHARP VINEGAR, THE MINERAL WATER, THE WAT-
ER OF CELESTIAL GRACE, THE VIRGIN MILK, OUR MINERAL AND CORPOREAL MER-
CURY. For th is alone perfects both rhe stones, Lhe WHITE and che RED.
Consider what GEBER says, that  our Art  consists not in the mult i tude of
severaf  th ings,  become the MERCURY is but one only th ing. that  is  to
sayr one onl ,y Stone wherein consists the whole Magistery;  to which thou
qh:. l f  n. \ l -  :dr t  :nrr  e1-----^ !L:--  -^"^ -ha1- 

jn the nr,1n^rFi iOn thefeOfqvq orry 
-LroirYe 

L'rr"Y, vLLpqr uL

thou shal t  take away from i t  whatsoever is superf luous, by reason that
in th is matter,  a l l  th ings requis i te to th is Art  are contained. And
therefore i t  is  very observable that  he says, we must add nothing that
is strange, save the Sun and Moon for the red and white Tincture,  which
are not =t ta. tg" ( to i t )  but  are i ts Ferment,  by which the work is acc-
ompl ished. Last ly,  mark my Son, that  these Suns and Moons are not the
same with the Vulgar Suns and Moons. Por our Suns and Moons are an
their  nature I iv ing,  and those of  the Vulgar are dead in comparis ion of
ours.  whj-ch are existent and permanent in our Stone. whence thou mayst
observe that the Mercury drawn out of  our Bodies,  is  l ike the aqueous
and common Mercury,  and for that  reason, enjoys i t  sel f  and takes pleas-
ure in i ts l ike,  and is more glad o[  i ts  company, as i t  happens in the
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simple and compound, which th ing hath not been discovered by the Phi lo-
sophers in their  Books. And the advantage therefore which is in th is
Art ,  l ies in the Mercury,  Sun and l4oon. DIOMEDES sai th,  make use of
such a matter as co which thou must not introduce any strange thing,
nei ther powder nor water,  for  that  several  th ings do not improve our
Stone is not drawn from any thing but the Mercury f  the Phi losophers;
which is their  pr inciple,  their  root ,  and their  gr  at  Tree. sprorut ing
forth into boughs and branches.

The first Operation -

SUBLID{ATIOD{

I t  is  not Vulgar but Phi losophical  whereby we take away from the Stone
whatever is superf luous, which,  in ef fect  is  nothing eIse.  but the eIe-
vat ion of  the not l ixed part  by Fume and vapour,  for  the f ixed part  sh-
ould remain in the bottom, nor would we that one should be separated
Frnm fhe nrhar hr l -  thaj-  thcv romain and ha Eixod r . )oar-h6r.  Know also

that  he, who shaI l  subl ime our Phi losophical  Mercury (wherein rs al I
the v i r tue of  our Stone) as i t  ought Lo be done, shal}  per lecr Lhe Mag-
is t r . rv.  Thi  s,  . Ia\ /c GFRFQ rpAq^n i . \  qAw that ai l  oerfect ion consists in
SUBLIMATION. and in th is Subl imat ion aI l  other operat ions.  that  is  to
Say, DISTILLATION, ASSAT]ON. DESTRUCT]ON, COAGULATION, PUTREFACTION,
CALCINATION. FIXATION, REDUCTION OF THE viHITE AND RED TINCTURES, pro-
created and engendered in one furnace and in one Vessel ,  and thrs is
the ready way to the f inal  Consummation. whereof the Phi losophers have
mrzia dir /^rc 

^h:niarc ^ ' . ' -^^^1 ih6 Id^^rrht-|  5.  Vu!PU-<!y Le dr"u5L LLLr 'y . 'u!u, ,L.

Take then in the name of the great God, the venerable matter of  the
Phi losophers,  caI led the f i rst  HYLE of the Sages, which contains the
above named Phi losophical  Mercury,  termed, the f i rst  matter oI  the per-
fect  Body, put i t  into i ts Vessel ,  which must be clear,  d iaphanous and
round. and closely stopped by the SEAL OF SEALS, and make i t  hot  - ln i ts
place. weII  prepared, wi th temperate heat,  for  the space of  a PHILoSo-
PHICAL MONTH, keeping i t  s ix weeks and two days in the s$reat of  Subl im-
at ion unt i l  i t  begins to be putref ied,  to ferment,  to be coloured and
to be congealed with i ts metal l ick Humidi ty,  and be f ixed so far,  that
i t  do no more ascend in AIERY FUI"IOUS SUBSTANCE, but remain f ixed in the
bottom, turned from what i t  was, and devested of  a l l  v iscous humidi ty,
putref ied and black,  which is ca1led the sable Robe, Night or the Crows-
head. Thus when our Stone is in the vessel ,  and that i t  mounts up on
high in fume, th is is cal led SUBLIMATION. and when ic fa l ls  down from
on high, DISTILLATION and DESCENSION. when i t  begins to part ic ipate of
the fumous substance, and to be putref ied,  and that by reason of  the
f  rarr l ront .  aq/-pnt-  :n. l  daq.ant i .  hpoinq f  . \  . - . \ : . r r r l : l -  p l -han i t  iS PUTRE-r  L rYq!rr  r

FACTTON and devour ing SuIphur,  and last ly through the want or pr ivat-
ion of  the humidi ty of  the radrcal  vrater is wrought CALCINATION and
FIXATION both at  the same t ime, by decoct ion alone, in one only Vessel ,
Aq T hA\/a al  rcadr,r  <.ni6l  .  Moreover in th is subl imat ion is rrrrnrrrrhi-  f  hp

t rue separat ion of  the Elements,  for  in our Subl imat ion the ELIXIR is
turned from Water into a terrestr ia l  Element dry and hot,  by which oper-
at ion i t  j -s manifest ,  that  the separat ion of  the four Elements in our
Stone is not Vulgar but Phi losophical .  Hence also is i t ,  that  in our
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Stone there are but two FORMAL Elements,  that  is  to say.  Earth and Wat-
er;  but  the Earth hath in i ts grossness, the v i r tue and drought of  Fire
and the water contaj .ns in i t  sel f  the air  wi th i ts humidi ty.  Thus \ , re
have in our Stone vis ib ly but two elements,  but  ef fectual ly there are
forrr .  And hv fh is j -h^, ,  m: ic+ i , , ,1^^ rhaj .  fhc qenarFf inn of  the fOUru,rL Juyq! u L !urr  v

Elements is absolutely physic ia l  not  vulgar and reaI.  such as the ig-
norant dai ly employ themselves in.  Cont inue therefore i ts decoct ion
with a gent le f i re,  unt i l  a l l  the black matter appear ing in che super-
Ficies he crrr i fe diccin^fo. l  hrr  l -ho M:.r i  qtor\ i  r^rhi  ch hl : r -knocc ic h\ /  t -har f  t  w!r ' f  err

Phi losophers caI Ied the dark mant le of  the Stone, which afcerwards be-
coming clear is termed the cleansing water of  the ear lh,  or  rather the
El ix i r .  And note,  that  the blackness whj,ch appears is a s ign of  putre-
fact ion.  And the beginning o[  the dissolut ion is a s ign o[  Lhe conjun-
ct ion of  both Natures.  And this blackness appears somet imes in for ty
days, more or Iess,  according to the quant i ty of  the maLLer,  and Lhe
industry of  the Operator,  which contr ibutes much to the separat ion oI
the said Blackness. Now my Son, by the grace o[  cod thou art  acquain-
ted with one Element of  our Stone, which is the black earth,  the Ravens
head, by some cal led the obscure shadow. upon which earch as upon a
base al l  the rest  is  grounded. This terrestr ia l  and dry Element,  is
CAIfEd, LATEN, the BULL. BLACK, DREGGS, OUR METAL, OUR MERCURY. And
thus by the pr ivat ion oF the adust humidi ty,  which is Laken away by
Phi losophical  subl imat ion,  the volat i le is f ixed, and the moist  is  made
. l r \ . '  :n. l  6^r th '  nrr '  >taarA i  nd t - ;  r : t rFrtr4 thnro ic rrrn, ,nhr :  nh:naa nF

the complexion, as of  a cold and humid Nature,  into dr;  cholcr ;  and
according to ALPHIDIUS, of  a I iquid into a th ick.  t \ ,hence ls apprehen-
ded what the Phr losophers mean when they say, that  the operat ion of  our
Stone is only a t ransmutat ion of  Nature and a revolutron of  Elements.
Thou seest then how that by th is incorporat ion the humrd becomes dry,
Lhe volat i le f ixed, the Spir i tual  corporeal ,  the I iquid rhick,  water
Ftrr-  : i r  o:r t -h :nd i -hat-  rhcre hanncns an _inf  a l l ib le chanoe i r .  rheir
t rue nature,  and a certain c i rculat ion of  the four Elements,

The second Operation ,

DEALBATION

It  converts our MERCURY into the WHITE Stone, and that by decoct ion
nnl r r  l^ Ihan l -ha a.  r t -  h i  c canrrr tod Frnm 

j
vrr t j .  refJqrqLLv -rvrr l  

!L5 WctLg! r  L l lEl l  l l lu5 L LrrE Vc:s-t : -L

be set on the Ashes, as is usual  in a dist i f l ing furnace, and the water
be dist i l led by a gent le f i re at  the beginning, so that the water come
so gent ly that  thou mayst dist inct ly number as far  as for ty names, or
pronounce f i f ty s ix words,  and let  th is order be observed in aI I  the
dist i l fat ions of  the black earth,  and that which is in the bottom of
the Vessel ,  that  is ,  the FECES remaining to be imbibed. wi th the new
water,  wj- I l  be dissol"ved, which water wi l l  contain three or four parts
more then those FECES, that  so al l  may be dissolved and converted i -nto
Mercury and ARGENT VIVE. I  te l - I  thee that th is must be done so of ten,
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that  there sha1l  remain nothing but the Merc.  For th is dist i l lat ion
there is no t ime l i rn i ted,  but i t  is  done sooner or later according to
f  he arrcFf cr  . ) r  I  aqqF- ^trr- f  

i  r ! ,  ^a 
+l- \^ . r r t -  6r  

- r^n^r l -  
i  anrF,1. .  ts^ F!-^ 

- . ,^^vuerrLf  Ly (JL Lrrs !y L(J Lt ie qucl l l -

t i ty  ot  the f i re.  Then take the earth which thou shal t  have reserved
in a Vessel  of  Glass,  wi th i ts dist i l led water.  and with a sort  and
gent le f i re,  such as was that of  Dist i - l fat ion,  or  pur i f icat ion,  or  ra-
ther one somewhat stronger,  cont inue i t ,  t i l l  such t ime as the earth
be dry and white,  and by reason of  i ts  drought,  dr ink up aI I  i ts  water.
This done, put to. i t  some of  the abovesaid water,  and so. as at  the
beginning, cont inue on the same decoct ion,  unt i l  that  earth is become
absolutely whi te,  cLeansed and clear,  and have drunk al I  jcs wacer.
And note that  the said earth wi l l  be washed from i ts blackness by the
decoct ion,  as I  have said,  because i t  is  easr ly pucrefyed by i ts own
water,  and is c leansed, which is the end of  the Magrstery,  and then be
sure to keep that whi te earth very careful ly.  For char is Lhe WHITE
MERCURY, WHITE MAGNESIA, FOLIATED EARTH. Then taKe thiS white eaTth
rect i f ied as abovesaid,  and put i t  into i ts vessel  upon the ashes, to
a f i re of  Subl imat ion,  and 1et i t  have a very strong f i re unt i l  a. I I  the
coagulated water.  which is wi th in,  come into the Alembick,  and the earth
remain in the bottom wel l  calc ined; then hast thou the earth,  the water,
and the air ,  and though the earth have in i t  the nature of  the f i re,
yet  is  iL not apparent in ef fect ,  as thou shaIL see, when by a greater
decoct j -on thou shal t  make i t  become red; so that then thou shal t  mani-
fpsj- lv qce fha Fira in :nna:r :nr-c :nd qrnh mrrqr-  ho t -h- nrnnoodi  no insrr !  vr  vLLLurrrY r

order to Fermentat ion of  the whi te earth,  that  the dead body may be ani-
mated and enl ivened, and ics v i r tue be mult ip l ied co in l in i r -y.  BuL noLe,
that the Ferment cannot enter into the dead body, but by the means of
the water,  which hath made a contract  and a marr ic lge between the Fer-
ment and the white earth.  And know that in a1l  Fermentat ion the wei-
oht is fo he conqidc--r  -L^ - 'enr ' i  f  '  nF f  ho \ / / - \ l : i i f  e exceedL s Vuu'rLr

not the f ixed, and that the marr iage pass away in fume. For,  as SENIOR
says, i f  thou convert  not  the earth into water,  and the water into f  i - re,
there cannot be a conjunct ion of  the spir i t  and body. To do this take
a LAMEN or plate red hot and cast on iL a drop o[  our Medicine, which
penetratrng, i t  shal l  be of  a pertect  colour,  and wtI I  be a s ign oF
^6rf6^+' i^h 

r€ i+ h^nnFn i t  dn n. ] f  1- in^- 
-oi ro--ro 

*h^ 
^ iSSOlUt iOn

r rqvyvrr  LrrrYr t

and coagulat ion,  unt i l  i t  do t inge and peneLrate.  And note,  chat sev-
en imbibi t ions.  at  the most.  are suf f ic ient ,  and f ive at  the Least,
that  so the matter may be l iqui f ied,  and without smoke. and then the
matter is perfect  as to whi teness, for  as much as che matter somet imes
requires a longer t ime to be f ixed, and sometimes is done ln a snorcer,
according to the quant i ty of  the Medicine. And note that  our Medi-c ine
from the creat ion of  our Mercury requires the term of seven months to
compass the whiteness, and, to arr ive at  the redness, f ive;  which put
together,  make twelve.
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Of The Third Operation,

F

Take of  the r , /h i te |4edic ine, as much as thou wi l t ,  and put i t  r " r i th i ts
class upon the hot ashes, t i l l  i t  becomes as dry as the ashes. Then
put to i t  some water of  the Sun, which thou hast kept purposely for
that end, and cont inue the f i re to the second degree. unt i ]  i t  become
dry,  then put to i t  again some of the abovesaid water,  and so success-
' i  r re l  v imhit ra :nd drw rrnt- i  l  l -  ha m^l- f  ar  h^ 

- ' ,h i . i^A 
an^ Fl  rXible aSI  t  urrLrr

wax, and cover wi th i t  the red LAMEN, as hath been said,  and the matter
sha]I  be perFect as to REDNESS. But note that  at  every t ime, thou need-
est  put no more of  the water of  the Sun then is barely necessary Lo co-
ver the body, and this is done that the El ix i r  s ink not and be drowned,
and so the f i re must be cont inued unto desiccat ion,  and then must there
be made a second imbibi t ionr and so proceed in order to the perfect ion
of rhe Medicine, that  is  to say,  unt i l  the force of  the digest ion of
the f i re convert  i t  into a very red powder,  which rs the TRUE HYLE of
r -ha Dhi lncanharc fha h1^^d\/  q1-^na tho nrrrnla rad anrr l  tha nrncinnc

Ruby. red Mercury and the red Tincture.

The of tner thou shal t  d. issolve and coagulate i t ,  the more wiLl  the
Vir tue oF i t  be mult ip l ied to inf in i ty.  But note that  the medicine is
mult ip l ied later by SOLUTION, then by FERMENTION. wherefore the thLng
cl issolved onprafeq r- !  - - - r  1 -^t  before f ixed in i ts ferment.

- l (JL WelI ,  ! l  IL rJt :  l r (J

Nevertheless the mult ip l icat ion of  the Medicine by solut ion rs more ao-
undant then that of  the Ferment,  by reason there is more subt i l izat ion.
Yet I  advise thee that in the mult ipLicat ion thou put one part  of  the
work upon four of  the other,  and in a short  t ime there wi l l  be made a
powder,  a l I  Ferment.

The Epilogue according to

Thus art  thou to separate the EARTH from the FIRE, the GROSS from
the SUBTIL gent ly,  wi th great Judgement,  that  is  to say,  separate the
parts that  are uni ted to the Furnace, by the dissolut ion and separat ion
of the parts,  as the earth f rom the f i re,  the subt le f rom the gross,  &
etc.  that  is  to say,  the more pure substance of  the stone, unt iL thou
L-^l  ^^!  . : !  ^1^^- -h,r  

F,6^ €ram:t l  chots or f i l th.  And when he Sai th,r rarL Y\rL !  lvrr  qf  r  ry

IT ASCENDS FROM THE EARTH UP INTO HEAVEN AND RETURNS AGAIN INTO THE
EARTH, there is no more to be understood by i t  then the SUBLIMATION of

NoAcBUR

nTcJoD
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the Bodys. Further,  to explain what dist i l lat ion is,  he says THE WIND
CARRIES IT IN ITS BELLY, that  is,  when the water is dj-st i lLed by the
Alembick,  where i t  f i rst  ascends by a wind fuI I  of  Fume and Vapour,  and
af terr , ' rards returns to the bottom of the Vessel  in water again.  When he
would also express the congelat ion of  the matter.  he says..  tTS FORCE
IS ABSOLUTE, IF IT BE TURNED INTO EARTH, that  is to say,  be converted
by decoct ion.  And to make a general  demonstratr-on of  a l l  hath been
said,  he SayS, IT SHALL RECEIVE BOTH THE INFERIOUR AND SUPERIOUR FORCE,
that is to lay,  that  of  the Elements,  for  as much as,  i f  the Medicine
receive the force of  the l ighter parts.  that  is  to say.  a i r  and f i re,
i t  shal l  a lso receive that of  the more grave and weighty parts,  chang-

'ar  ,an. l  a:rrh f  . \  f  ha and l -  h,al-  l -  ha M^j-  r -  arc hai  n. '_LrrY rL serr  r r lL(J wcrL--  * . .*

thus perpetual ly jo ined together,  may have permanence, durance, const-
ancy, and stabi l i ty .  Glory be to God.
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