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At the very f i rst  storm of the yearr  col lect  the rain which

fal ls f rom heaven, before f t  touches the earth,  in big retortsr

lute them wel l r  s€t ,  Ehem in the sun to putrefy Ehe waterr  dnd leave

the glasses Ehere unt i l  worms begin to grow in them. Then dist i l l

i t  unt i l  i t ,  becomes as c lear as crystal .  Thereafterr  pouF the wa-

ter into c lean phialsr  lute them wel l  and keep them in a cold place.

On precisely th is day, af ter  the storm, when the sky is c lear,

(abouL dawn),  you should also dig a hole out in the open air  in a

di tch of  whi te or red clayr oE loam. ThereuPon, moisten the sides

of the hole wi th the ur ine of  a boy and immediately cover i ts open-

ing with sLraw and leaves. Do not cover iE TOO thickly but merely

to prevent anything impure from fal l ing into i t .  Permit  the sun t .o

shine upon i t  dur ing the day and the moon at  n ight;  afso al low the

air  to penetrat ,e i t .  The f  o l lowing morning you must,  return Eo t ,he

hole before sunr ise and you wi l l  see some whit ,e sal ts on i t ,s wal ls.

Caref  uI ly gat,her th is into a c lean phial  (  vessel  )  wi t ,h a glass rod

or spoon. ConLinue doing t ,h is unt i l  you have a good quant iLy of

th is.  Now seal  the phial  and keep i t  in a cool  p lace.

The sal t  which you have thus obtained is dissolved with the

preserved, disCi l led,  thunder wat,er which has been f i l tered. The
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moisture is al lowed t ,o evaporate again to a sal t  in evaporat , ion

bowl-s or dishes. The dissolut ions and evaporat ions are cont inued

unt i l  no more f6ces are lef t  at  the bottom of the dish.

Thereafterr  puE this pure sal t  into a high glass bowlr  cov€E i t

weIIr  drd bury i t  in Ehe earth.  The sal t  wi l l  resoLve into a whey-

l ike water which wi l l  at t ract  to i tsel f  the power of  heaven and

earth.  Fol lowing thisr  pouE Eh, is th ick water into a c lean phial ,

.Lute i t ,  and put i t ,  temporar i ly  in a cold place-

Now put part  of  the purpura Solrs or crocus Solds (purple or

yel low gold HWN) inEo a phial .  Pour upon i t  s ix (6) parts of  the

wheyish water,  immediately lute a bl ind alembic on the opening and

seE the glass in a vapour bat,h in the f i rst  degree of  the lamp-f i re.

In so doing, make sure that Ehe lamp never goes out unt i l  the mat-

ter  has gone from blackness to whi teness. After th isr  E€I l lov€ the

glass f rom the Balneum and set i t  in a s l ight ly heated ash-cupel .

Give the second degree of  the lamp-f i re unt i l  the desired end is

achievedr dod you wi l l  see an ecl ipse of  the Sun (GoId),  start ing

wiEh a f i re in a glass in a furnace. After that .  Cauda Povonis,  (or :

peacock's Tai I ) ,  and f inal ly the supreme whiteness, and at  t ,he end,

the mosL perf  ect  redness. Al l  th is happens of  i t .s  o\rn r  by a f  i re

in a glass- Quod sone Sophfstus incredible v idetur,  ( tnat  which

indeed seems incredible to the Sophists HWN).

When now this matter has become dark red, you must take i t  ouE,

weigh i t ,  pulver ize i t  on a marble,  put  i t  into another pniaI ,  pouE

upon i t  twice i ts weight of  the wheyish water.  Thenr lute a bl ind

alembic upon i t ,  set  the glass back in the vapour bath and cont inue

to proceed as according to t ,he prescr ipt ion- This wi l l  cause the

matter to mult ip ly ten fo ld each t ime. This work can be repeated
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