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Now, so that my phi losophical  Iove for the devoted student shal l

nei ther help nor hinder,  Iet  me cease adding to the phi losophical  t in-

ctures of  our teacher Theophrastus Paracelsus;  by their  external  and

internal  use cures may be ef fected, by renewing the blood. They are

the simplest  and most powerful  of  a l l  those prepared by alchemical  ar t ,

and I  have descr ibed their  method of  preparat ion and administrat ion in

the Chirugia manga of  Paracelsus,  so that what was previously said ab-

out the phi losophic remedies may easi ly be understood.

THE TINCTURE OF SOLT OR: GOLD

When the t incture has been extracted from Sol i ts whi te body remains

behindr dnd the t incture is t ru ly pure and separated from i ts impuri ty,

that  is ,  f rom i ts body; th is is a necessary separat ion.  The t incture

ought to be clar i f ied and exal ted in degree, and doubled f ive t imes

twipe two + four;  i t  does not go any higher.  Then you may give i t  to

anyone to renew their  b lood to i ts or ig inal  stater dS wi l l  be said when

speaking of  how to administer i t .

HOI,J TO EXTRACT

The body must be torn away from i ts metal l ic  nature by agi tat ion

with sal t  water,  then the remainder must be washed with sweet water,  and

then the spir i t  is  extracted with spir i t  of  wine. I t  r ises f rom the

t incture,  then remains at  the bottom.
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EXTRACT I  ON W I  TH SALT WATER

A water is made from the whitest  and purest  sal t  possible,  made

without the decoct ion and art i f ic ia l  preparat ion by which sal t  is  us-

ual Iy made, i t is  I iquef ied several  t imes, then powdered and mixed with

the ju ice of  radish roots,  and ihake.t  up wi th that ,  and then i t  is  d is-

t i l led af ter  i t  has dissolved, and mixed with equal  parts of  green bl-

ood and al l  is  d ist i l led f ive t imes, and in that  l iquor f lakes of  gold

pur i f ied wi th ant imony dissolve into powder.  I t  is  washed gent ly wi th

pure dist i l led water,  t i I I  the sal t iness recedes, for  the sal t  a l lows

i tsel f  to be washed away by i tsel f ,  and does not mix deeply wi th the

substance, but is separated.

HO}'  TO I{AKE SPIRIT OF WII{E

Place a measure of  the best pure unmixed wine, red or whi te,  in a

circulatory vessel ,  weII  luted and closed, and dip the vase in the water

bath to the depth of  the wine, and al low i t  to boi l  for  ten days. When

you have taken i t  of f  the heat Iet  i t  d ist i l l  into a cold phial  or  cu-

curbi t  as long as the spir i t  ascends; i t  g ives i ts own sign and soon

ceases; what fo l lows is eau-de-vie and not spir i t .

Pour th is spir i t  of  wine on to the residue, which is l ike a very

f ine powder,  to the depth of  s ix f ingers,  and having sealed the vessel

throughly place i t  in a warm bath,  where i t  is  to remain for  a month.

Then the t incture of  SoI ascends into the spir i t ,  and a whi te powder re-

mains in the bottom of the vessel .  These two must be separated in turn-

MeIt  the dust and a whi te metal  may be made from i t .  Let  the spir i t
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evaporate,  according to the art ,  and a sort  of  dry l iquid wi I I  remain

in the bottom, which you wi l l  graduate f ive t imes in a retort  Iarge

enough for the amount of  l iquid.  This gradat ion is by elevat ion only,

to make the mater ia l  spir i tual ,  but  the quintessence does not al low i t -

sel f  to be spir i tual ised any more ( that  is,  2.4.0.1,  otherwise i t  burns

up if  you proceed furt,her.

El{D
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