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At{ OLD ALCHEII  ICAL

TREATISE

(TransIated, out of  Lat in)

The Phi losophers of  the past,  in deep meditat isn on the

uniyerssl  miserg brought on bg Adam's fs l l  and the fol lowing

curse, searched through ol l  d iv ine crest ion hoping to f ind

something that would hel f  them avert  or  o l leviate the worst

af f l ic t ions of  mind and bodg. For no one at  a l l  can resist

death when i t  comes. And so theg hoped to direct  the br ief

spsn of  their  l iyes,  in heol th of  bot lg and sereni tg of  mind, to

the treasures and jogs of  God, using their  knowledge of  a l l

marvels that  occur,  E knowledge which is also a gi f t  of  His

nsture.  Theg were troined in v i r tue and integr i tg,  so th0t  theg

hormed no one but instead helped preserye l i fe.

For th is purpose theg found no substance more noble than

gold,  ond no art  more valuable than Hermet ic pgrotechnics"

For of  a l l  created things that exist  below the sphere of  the

l ' loon there is nothing more perfect  or  more last ing than gold,

which no element can destrog because of  the verg structure of

i ts perfect ion.  The Phi losophers concluded that 0s

evergthing was created for man's use gold w6s extremelg
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effect ive not onlg against  ong loss of  bodi lg heol th but also

agoinst  ang imperfect ion of  i ts  speci f ic  metal l ic  noture.  In

foct ,  the bonds thst  make up gold are so t ighi lg kni t  that  theg

cannot be undone bU natural  forces alone. Even though nature

repeatedlg shatters and destrogs what i t  has brought for th,  os

can be seen in metals that  have travel led down to the depths

of the eorth,  nevertheless gold,  when found appareni lg in just

such a state of  destruct ion,  in deep mineral  deposi ts,  hos no

medicinal  power at  a l l .  For,  ss has been noted, as long as gold

is bound together in i ts natural  state of  perfect ion,  i t  is  not

ef fect ive for  e i ther of  the above-ment ioned purposes def ined

bg the Phi losophers.  The Phi losophers appl ied al t  their

di l igence and ef for t  to breok up or dissolve the structure of

gold,  using their  own ski l l ,  the aid of  nature,  and especial lg

that ingenious art  of  pgrotechnics or olchemg" which can be

considered the mother of  o l l  ar ts.  i lext  theg planned to renew

or enhance gold,  ra is ing i t  to E state more perfecl  than

perfect ion.  Final lg,  when theg had come through al l  to i ls  and

dongers,  theg would achieve their  fervent hope and purpose bg

the grace of  God.

Later,  theg must have rer l ized -  th is is easu to surmise -

that  no door csn be opened without a keg. Furthermore, gold

cannot natural lg be combined with 0r improved bg ang

substance except i ts speci f ic  and or ig inal  -mother-  substance

in which i t  was formed at  the beginning. Theg cal led th is

substsnce bg i ts true name, f i rst matter or Frima l later ia. so,
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when the Phi losophers considered how gold and other metals

were formed, theg discovered that the matter composing them

came part lg f rom the heayens and part lg f rom the earth.  So

theg cal led the former ' the higher port 'ond the lat ter  - the

lower part , 'eyen whi le theg ryere observing the s imi lar

tendencies of  each. Theg noted that the two kinds necessar i lg

hod between them E pul l  of  desire or reciprocal  love.

Accordinglg theg ssid that  the lower port ,  which theg cal led

feminine, was bound bg natural  af fect ion to the higher part ,

namelg the f i rmament,  which theg cal led msscul ine;  and theg

said thot  nei ther could funct ion wi thout the other-  l t  is  for

th is reason that rags of  inf  luence coming dorvn f  rom the

heavens are known ss sct ive -  the rags that,  f i rst  I inking the

stors together,  pEss from the highest f i rmament to the earth 's

surface and then descend through special  possages to meet at

its verg centre. Afterward, once the terrestial Arthaeushas

enfolded them and st i r red them into swif t  mot ion,  theg Ere

dr iven back up to combine with the moistness of  terrestr ia l

substance, which is cal led passive.  Then, because the

di f ferent parts of  the earth where theg sppesr have di f ferent

qual i t ies -  in accordonce with var isus other inf luences -  theg

form and produce metals and minerals of  mang di f  f  erent k inds.

Sendivogius in The tfgsle.rg: l{e must look for the hidden

source of  a,  l iguid which csn break up or dissolve gold wi thout

ong violent or loud act iv i tg -  something, in f rct ,  as gent le and

natursl  Es ice melt ing in hot wster.  l f  gou can discoyer i t ,
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Uou wi l l  hove the mater ia l  f rom which gol t l  is  produced in

nature.  And even though al l  metals tnd ol l  minerals have their

0r ig in in th is purt icular mster i r l ,  nothing is os c loselg

related to i t  Es gold.  For a certain impuri tg is inherent in

eyeru other substance, but not in gold,  because i t  is  at  once

i tsel f  and i ts own mother substance.

Treat ise 3:  The f i rst  matter of  metals has two parts,  bsth

of which must be present to create metal .  The f i rst  and chief

one is moisture mixed with warm air .  The Phi losophers cal led

i t  mercurg,  which is steered into the Phi losophic sea bg the

rags of  the sun and the moon. The second is the drg qual i tg of

earth,  which the Phi losophers ual led sulphur.

Tret t ise 4:  Af ter  the elements have sent their  force and

veloci tg to the centre of  the earth,  Archaeus dist i l ls  the

forces bg the heat of  perpetual  mot ion and draws them up to

the surface in the form of steam. The earth is porous, f i l led

with channels or psssages, and the wind or steam is dist i l led

through the earth 's pores and formed into woter,  f rom which

al l  mater is ls ar ise.  Simi lar lg,  when the steam passes oyer

places where oi lg mEsses of  sulphur are found the steam

which the Phi losophers cal led mercurg i t  sssimi lates and

combines with the oi l iness,  and from that mixture a certain

viscous substance remains which c6n no longer be cal led

steom.

Treot ise 6:  Four elements dist i l l  f  rom perpetual  mot ion to

the depths as heavg water v6pour,  and this is the seed of
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metols.  l t  is  cal led mercuru because of  i ts  f lu id i tg and

because of  i ts  l ink wi th eyeru s ingle substance, not because

of i ts essence. Eecause of  i ts  internal  heat i t  assimi lates to

sulphur-  When i t  combines with the oi l iness of  the soi l ,  i t

becomes a moist  and viscous rodical  or  bose.

Treat ise E: The elements project  their  seed to the centre

of the earth eager lg,0s i f  into l iv ing lo ins.  Bg i ts mot ion,  the

centre sends the seed on to o matr ix or womb. These matr ices

are innumerable; there 6re 6s mang of them as there are

places. Each is purer than the one before,  one af ter  another

almost to inf in i tg.  Clear lg,  then, E pure matr ix wi l l  br ing

forth s pure of fspr ing s imi lar  to i tsel f .

Treat ise 4:  l f  s team pssses through hot,  pure places and

combines with them, i t  becomes gold;  i f  i t  pssses through

dark,  impure places i t  becomes lead, and so on with the rest .

ADDEiIDUTI

Concerning the f i rst  matter and format ion of  metols,  there

are almost ss monu opinions Es there are Phi losophers.  In mg

opinioi ,  Theophrastus Poracelsus took c losest aim at  the

target.  He cal led minerals products of  the element woter,  snd

plants products of  the element earth.  So minerals have their

or ig in in sea woter,  but  take their  f  ormless mEss {chaai l f rom

the soi l  where theg gr0rr .  Plonts,  0n the other hond, have
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their  or ig in in the soi l ,  but  look for  their  formless mass in

the air  where theg r ise and expand- Theophrastus fur ther

shows thot minerals receive their  mascul ine seed 0r form

from celest ia l  inf luence and therr  mstter or bodg from sef l

water.  Theg 6re nour ished to motur i tg in the bel lg of  the

eorth,  as i f  in a womb. Ant l  theg are thrust  out bg the act ion

of f i re inside the earth,  thot  is ,  bg volcanic heat dr iven up

from the centre of  the earth;  i t  var ies so that somet imes i t  is

strong and sometimes rather weak. So the oforesaid ploces

rnd the matr ices 0f  the earth acquire di f ferent quol i t ies

through var ious inf luences from Eboye, inf luences which cEn

pierce straight to the midmost point  of  the esrth wi th their

rsus.  These qual i t ies ore produced in di f ferent k inds and

natures bg means of  forms that have been set in bodies or

otherwise imprinted. One except ion is the substance of

I lercurg,  which is both moist  l ike water and dru l ike earth.

The element water -  sal t  sea water which is fecundated for

several  drgs and nights bg the sun snd the l " loon travels

around the earth 's sphere,  c i rc l ing and encompassing i t .  Eut i t

does not keep onlg to the outside of  the planet;  to E much

greater extent i t  s lso posses through the inter ior ,  penetrat ing

abgsses and hidden waterwags inside the eorth.  YJi th i ts sal t

qual i tg i t  makes the eorth,  once emptg and yoid,  fer t i le.  I

wi l l  not  take trouble to explain fur ther or in greater detai l

sng sign of  th is act  of  generat ion,  or  whether celest ia l

inf luence leaves sng sign behind. As evidence we do have
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mEnU kinds of  sweet waters thst  have f lowed from the abgss

of the sea to the depths of  the earth.  Af ter  the waters hsve

deposi ted some or al l  of  their  sal t  in the earth which draws

i t ,  theg rush forth once more with n0 sal t  0r  onlg a t ing

omount.  Simi lar lg,  i t  is  c lear that  in ordinErs table sal t ,  just

as at  the centre of  the element water,  there is E hul l  or

cdver ing,  End this surf  oce is plain,  tasteless water.  With th is

sal t  a l l  minerals and metals,  Es long Es their  ingredients

remains pure,  can achieve radical  d issolut ion wi th or wi thout

ongthing else being added- There sre monu wogs to r l issolve

them, al l  cal l ing for  ski l l ,  not  sophistrg.  Above al l ,  gold can

be renewed just  as i f  i t  were in i ts own mother substance. l t

ctn s lso be great lg mult ip l ied and transmuted, wi th i ts

natural  worth intact .

l lo one should be surpr ised that wi th the except ion of

mercurg -  the fsrmat ion of  sal t ,  l ike the format ion of  metal ,

begins wi th such a process. For s ince eyerg seed-bear ing

mater ia l  is  a sal tg l iquid,  i t  f  o l lows that mercurg,  commonlg

held to be the proximote source and seed of  metals,  r lso

ar ises f rom sal t .  And i f  th is ctn be done bg art ,  whg not also

bg nature? Therefore i t  happens that whi le we cannot see

deep into the e6rth,  yre can entrust  that  feat  to Archaeus, the

elder so ski l led in the wugs of  nature and so t l i l igent in his

work.

In th is wEU, places deep inside the earth are watered and

made fert i le bg underground channels coming from deep
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reserves of  sol t  water.  Also,  the sun and the moon csrru seed

to the esrth 's surface bg rain,  dew, and the inf luences of  other

stors.  From this seed, herbs,  t rees,  leayes, and grass spr ing

forth and grow. And in th is wEU dense and heavg steam, dr iven

up from the depths,  suppl ies the feminine kind of  seed- 0nce

the higher inf  luence from the f  i rmoment -  the mascul ine seed

- has been added and pressed to i t ,  metals and minerals start

to grow in the depths of  the earth.  l lext ,  the f iner,  l ighter,

and more volat i le steam that r ises to the earth 's surfoce is

the l iquid of  esrth,  or  the seed sf  womEn. 0nce the astral

seed -  the seed of  man -  hos been adt led and pressed to i t ,

t rees and grass start  to grow on the eorth 's surface- Enough

has now been said on this topic.
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THE CO}IPOSITIOII  OF THE PHILOSOPHER'S STOI{E

I  shal l  now turn f rom the f i rst  matter and format ion of

metals to the composi t ion of  the Phi losopher 's Stone" l t  has

two sources: E metal l ic  seed providing i ts form and

sul  phurous el  ement and 6 speci  f  i  c  pr i  mordi  a l  moi sture

providing i ts matter and mercur ia l  e lement.  Later i t  wi l l

become clear how each 0f  these sources is ts be understood.

Those who think that  the matter of  the Phi losopher 's Stone

is the s6me as the f i rst  matter of  metsls Ere wrong. Surelg

di f ferent qual i t ies point  to the art isan's di f ferent intent ions-

His purpose is not to produce metals,  s ince he has no need of

ei ther the matter or the process, both of  which occur in

noture.  He is t rg ing to do something much more ambit ious,

something that unaided nature does not do angwhere.

Therefore he needs 0 special  method and E special  k ind of
'matter.  Even so, in some wsgs he imitates nature's methods,

especial lg the wog he draws snd borrows the matter he needs

from the same sources and pr inciples as nature.  So in some

wsus the matter of  or t  can be simi lar  to the motter of  noture,

but theg are not s i rnolg one and the same. 0n the contrarg,

there are two- The art issn rel ies on nature when he hondles

matter suppl ied bg nature,  and also when he actual lg forms

the stone that produces golr l .  Through the art isan's art ,  nature

makes the stone grow lorger and mult ip lg.  Understrnd i t  in
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th is wag.

The art isan does not concern himsel f  wi th captur ing

matter,  for  whstever is alreadg created needs n0 creator.

t {hat  is cal led ul t imate matter matter thst  nature has

f in ished with and ceased to sf fect  is  a lwags the f i rst

matter of  ar t ,  f rom which art  begins.  That is the cose with

gold,  so that wi l l  be mg start ing-point .  Just  Es in nature

nothing can grow without E seed, so everuthing thst  has a seed

can be mult ip l ied bg art ,  wi th nature's aid- Hature provides

the increase, or the matter that  wi l l  be added. Ho one of

sound mind cEn deng that gol t l  has i ts oyrn seed inside i t .

Therefore f rom that seed i t  can be mult ip l ied bg art .

Consequent lg,  gol t l  must be the matter or substrate f rom

which the seminal  form of  the stone that is,  i ts  bssic

pr inciple -  wi l l  be el ic i ted.

Since noture,  l ike E parent,  br ings for th al l  th ings end

mult ip l ies them in two closses -  mascul ine and f  eminine, or

sct ive and passive -  the sr t isan's art  must imitate nature in

this respect.  So the act ive element or form of th is ort  must

be the seed of  gold ment ioned aboye, which assimi lates to

i tsel f  to increase i ts matter.  The same mercurg c la imed bg

the Phi losophers wi l l  ef fect  the mult ip l icat ion of  the passive,

mater ia l  e lement,  which in turn mult ip l ies t incture and roises

i t  l ike geast-  l t  should not t rouble anuone that the

Phi losophers somet imes use var isus nEmes for these things

i  nterchangeabl  g.
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In addi t ion,  i t  somet imes happens that something that is

act iye in the beginning is passive at  the end, and vice yersa.

Al though evergthing belongs to one sex or the other,

nevertheless nature teaches us that there wEs E common

origin of  both.  Bg this we see eyerg s ingle th ing that exists

rejoic ing and del ight ing in i ts own nature,  Es wel l  as

preserving i ts l i fe ond mult ip lg ing- For l {oture oyercomes

l lature,  then accepts i t  and retains i t .  Therefore,  just  as the

seed of  gold,  when i t  was f i rst  formed, took i ts or ig in f rom

celest ia l  inf luence, so natural  theorg dictates that  i f  i t  is  to

be renewed snd mult ip l ied,  i t  must look for  and borrow

mercurg f rom the rags of  the sun, the moon, and other stars"

l ' lercurg has dissolv ing pr0pert ies,  whi le gold is the substance

to be dissolyed; mercurg is volat i le,  whi le gold is f  ixed. l {hen

theg combine, i t  is  as though a rogal  chi ld,  the noble chi ld of

the sun, has been born for  us.

Astral  inf luences, l ike the other,  mater ia l  pr inciple of  the

Stone, are al l  universal  and spir i tual ;  s ince theg do not have

bodies,  theg cannot be perceived or touched. Therefore theg

must take on some sort  of  receptacle or container that  is

corporesl  and Es close to them Es possible" Even so, theg

cont inue to exist  in their  natural  state,  as wel l  Es in the

beautg and simpl ic i tg proper to elements.  This is the cose

with the element of  earth:  there is a common receptacle for

al l  the celest ia l  inf luences, which seryes Es 0 nurse and eyen

as 0 womb for al l  growing things. t#e cal l  water the mother of
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ol l  th ings in nsture,  End the skg their  father and begettor.  So

we conclude that esrth is f i rst  in the theoret ical  order in

which the Hermet ic Art  part ic ipates.  l t  is  the Substrate and

the l lognet of  the Phi losophers,  at t ract ing ond incorporat ing

the celest ia l  inf luences. Since al l  th is is most assuredlg

true, we con conclude that the motter of  the stone, no less

than the f i rst  motter of  metals,  shares in the noture of  heaven

and earth s imultaneouslg.  Also,  i t  csn c la im that i t  is  made

up of  and ar ises f rom both.  But,  as we have said,  in some

wogs i t  is  d i f  f  erent f  rom the f  i rst  matter of  metsls,

preciselg because i t  has a di f ferent rank and o di f ferent

purpose.
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svl{0Psts 0FTHE ET{TIRE BOOK

Essent i  a l
Parts

I t  ( the
Stone)
is prepored
in two rYsus
or bg two
methods -
namelg,
through drg-
ness ond
moi sture.

l lotter
which is col led
mercuru -  double
or doubled. See
Ch.7.  l t  port ic i -
potes in o Form,
which is the sul-
Fhur of  the Phi lo-
sophers,  or  the
gol  d-produci  ng
seed thot is ex-
tracted from
ourum viYum,
l iv ing gold- See
ch. 6,  9,  10.

The drg component,
which cannot moke
hands wet.  See Eh.
|  |  and 12.

The moist ,  which
leaves f ingers
wet.  See Addenda
to Ch. 7,  10,  I  l ,
ond |  2.

Esrth
which provides
lower port  of  the
matter for  the
stone. See Ch. l ,  2,
3, ond 4.

Heaven or the Skg
which provides the
higher part  of  the
motter for  the
stone. 0n this to-
pic,  see Ch. 5 ant l  6.
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Dhapter l .

Concerning the substrate of  Esrth,  or  the
lower part  of  the matter of  the
Phi losopher 's 5tone.

l f  the earth,  in forming metals,  is  o mother in the sense

that the skg is o father,  i t  fo l lows thot we should borrow part

of  the matter f  rom the eorth.  Since there Ere so mang

dif ferent k inds of  soi l ,  i t  is  necesaru to choose which one

should make up the terrestr io l  part  of  the motter.  0ne kind of

earth is bound to be better than others for  th is purpose. There

is o natural lg red clag thnt has alwags been considered better

than the black,  whi te.  and gel low var iet ies.  Because of  i ts

cofour some people have cal led i t  Adamic {Addm Fadman

Hrl IVor Spanish soi l .  And even though this tgpe of  c lag can be

found eyergwhere, i t  tends to be f iner,  more beout i fu l ,  of

higher quol i tg or lower qual i tg,  of  a special  k ind or universal

in some ploces rather thon others- AccordinglU the

Phi losophers thought that  the veru f inest  ond best qual i tg c lag

wos mined in the east,  in s i tes next to veins of  metaf .  l t  has

three kinds of  sal t  stored in i t .  The f i rst  is  volat i le,  l ike sal

ammoniac;  the second is somewhere between volat i le ond

f ixed, and contains natron; the th i rd is completelg f ixed, l ike

olkal i .  I  might add that these three sol ts,  in a bodg or in part

once combined were given the nome mercurg bg the

Phi losophers,  which is to sou water that  is  both l iquid ond

drg-
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sendivogius wrote his famous book about the mfn who
devised the f i rst  real  pr inciples of  th is exemplarg science,
and, os he at tested in the Epi logue: - l  hove stated evergthing

clear lg. '  I  have not revealed as c leor lg how sal  ammoni6c,  0r
'our mercuru'  -  sophic,  Phi losophic mercurg is extracted

from 'our pontic water' tbqua nastra pantica), because the

Lord of  nature hos not giyen me further permission to speak,

and onlg Gorl  mag reveal  th is,  ond so 0n- For th is reason t  hsve

ent i re lg lef t  out  how to prepare the base and the main

comp0nent of  the t rue phi losophic element mercuru in i ts new
lustre.  l levertheless i t  seemed to me thot,  s ince sendivogius

had yeru l i t t le to sog obout th is in his book, I  should odd

something here. In his passage 0n The l lgsterg in which the
present topic is discussed, the author -  who deseryes praise

for his t reatment of  i t  -  mode E comporison to a lovelg ond
frui t fu l  is land. Eg this he meant the sphere of  the eorth,

which is compossed ol l  around bg the element water.  Ei ther

0n the earth or out of  i t  a l l  th ings grow. Furthermore,

evergthing mon needs to sustoin l i fe is provided. He referred

to th is in the second treat ise:  'Dig a di tch,  stand in i t  up to

uour knees, and ful lg receive th is earth of  ours,  which has
within i t  streams and l iv ing woters" '

A Ful ler  and Clearer Explanat ion:

In the preceding text ,  the subject  of  earth is c lear lg
descr ibed. From i t  one component or ingredient is selected
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out for duplex philosophic mercuru {'mercurii philasophict

duplimti)sr for the mstter in the composit ion of the stone. I

shal l  provide enough informst ion about the dist inct ion one

must observe when one mokes o select ion.  I  shal l  sag more

0b0ut th is topic to make i t  eosier to understand. For th is

purpose, lshal l  t ie in a fa i r lg useful  comparison which I  read

in an ancient manusct" ipt  on th is topic.  l t  should conf i rm the

f i rst  chapter of  the text ,  and goes os fo l lows: l ' rankind is

created from esrth,  Uet does not reproduce from eorth but

from i tsel f .  However,  monkind receiyes nour ishment f rom the

earth,  taking increase from i t  that  makes reproduct ion

possible.  s imi lar lg,  gold and si  lver produce gold and si  lver.

First  theg must be nour ished with a s ingle,  pure,  pr imordiol

substance. According to Hermes, the nurtur ing ogent of  that

substance is earth,  which I  proceed to cal l  bg i ts real  name:

sulsh sunemra suehur lf uou reyerse the letters, theg read

Ealus-armenus ruheus, a clod of red soil, E genersl term for

al l  k inds of  gel low orchre and volcanic soi ls used for

important purposes and st i l l  unf  i red.

Let us understond the subject  of  earth or soi l  in two

senses, remembering that the Phi losophers wrote about r8yf

soi l  and prepared soi l .  Sendivogius ment ioned r0rr  -  or  rough

and simple -  red earth.  Bg this term he understood ang soi l

thst  is  red in i ts notural  state and that is mined. In some

veins of  metal ,  wi thout ang intervent ion bg men, th is red soi l

or  mud in th is cEse is washed bg underground waters

t6



coming through mountain passagewaus. The clods of  soi l  or
mud which remain hidden in darkness and neyer see the l ight

of  r lsg are considered super ior .  In addi t ion to th is tgpe or

clod of  red soi l ,  there is another tupe that must emerge

through approximatelg nine mineral  veins.  To extract  i t ,  gou

must be careful  not  to disturb i t ,  for  i t  might lose i ts own

chsracter ist ics and take 0n those of  another,  more speci f ic

minersl .  s imi lar  c lods of  red soi l  mag hsve taken on some of

these special  character ist ics.  You wi l l  know that theg have i f

theg acquire a v i t r io l ic  or  caust ic guar i tg when gou prepore

them or at tempt to break them down. However,  theg cEn
quicklg be restored to their  or ig inol  integr i tg.  In the some

wau, in the csse of  v i t r io l ic  soi l ,  the v i t r io l  has occasional lg

been put back into i t  bg art ,  so that  i t  wi i l  not  d issolve'at  a l l
in water.  usual lg th is can be done with s imple rain water.
t rJhen the vi t r io l  is  heoted, eyen gel low soi l  that  contains i t

adheres to fead, and bg this method sf  f i r ing 6 br ight  red

substance is produced. These two substances Ere general lg

taken Es one, and logical lg so,  s ince theg con easi lg shed ang
part icular form and return to their  eor l ier  state of  integr i tg.

Then theg sre super ior  in guor i tg and worth to almost everu
other tupr of  soi l ,  both raw and prepared. That is 6n

important point .  How I  shourd sag something about prepored

soi l ,  which is vssi lg super ior  to the rsw or crude var ietg.  l t
is  a lso cal led'monured, 'because when dung is odded to i ts
sulphur ic proFert ies i t  is  increased and invigorated. This is
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not E guick process- l t  does not tske place unt i l  the dung

mixed in wi th the lEgers of  soi l  hos completelg decomposed

and converted to soi l .  This topic msg seem low, vulgar,  and

disgust ing to some of the more del icate people 0m0ng us.

Hevertheless i t  rests on the sol id foundat ion and f i rm basis of

t rue Phi losophg. Farmers know more sbout i t  than these pettg

protestors,  and in fact  i t  is  conf i rmed in the standard rysu

mEnU natural  mater ia ls are formed. Accordinglg each speci f  ic

character proper to l iv ing th ings on earth is f reed from i ts

part icular qual i tg or indiv iduol  form when, in the bel l ies of

people and animals,  bg meons of  natural  heat,  nour ishment is

kept separate f rom excrement.  Y/hat remoins in the form of

excrement is destroged once i t  is  bur ied in earth,  and so

nature is completelg denuded and reduced to extreme

si  mpl ic i  tg.

How can someone who hos no concept of  th i  s ul  t i  mate

matter understond the f i rst  matter? And someone who does

not understand f i rst  matter wi l l  not  even have heard of

ul t imate matter.  Such people Ere al together ignorant of

heoven and eorth,  and whi le i t  a l l  remains s mgsterg to them,

no one should place the sl ightest  conf idence in them.

Here is the method and preparat ion of  E new and higher tUpe

of generat ion,  which should be used instesd of  the f i rst ,

former tgpe -  t incture or dgeing. How, al though human Fehis

is super ior  to other dung, we hove learned something about

sheep dung from exper imentat ion- l t  is  deal t  wi th under the
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f  o l  I  owi ng headi  ng: 'Concerni  ng the Bel  I  i  es of  Rams.-

Sendivogius stepped around this quest ion and kept his feet

drg,  though i t  is  h ighlU appropr iate ond useful  to the current

discussion. Sheep dung is c loser than the rest  ts the qual i tg

of  natron, and since natron is nei ther especial lg f ixed nor

especial lg volat i le,  i t  is  c lear lg best for  th is exper iment.  In

contrsst ,  the Fehis of  doves mimics sal  ammoniac,  and horse

dung is alkal ine.  The fol lowing is the wag to ferment and

prepare i t .  l {e ore not required to do this at  ang speci f ic

t ime. However,  in the month of  September -  when i t  is  msst

of ten done -  d ig a di tch as deep as a man is ta l l  in ordinsrg

soi l .  Then put into i t  row soi l  mixed with ang kind sf  dung-

Cover the mixture wi th a beam which hos mEnU hgles in i t "  0n

top of  the beam pi le ordinarg soi l ,  f i l l ing i t  to the surfaee,

ond leaye i t  untouched unt i l  the month of  l ' larch- Then, once i t

has 0l l  turned to l iquid,  i t  can be dug up and used for the

purpose descr ibed in chspters 2 and 4 of  th is book. I  sm not

unaware that human Fehis,  i f  i t  is  not  mixed in wi th soi l  and

is lef t  for  an ent i re Sesr to decompose and dissolve,  is

reduced to i ts formless mass tbhaos) and f irst matter,

ur i thout ang trace of  imperfect ion or impur i tg.  I  shsl l  lesve

to the jut lgment of  o Phi losopher the meons bg which this

process can be great lg accelerated ond fort i f ied wi th the

addi t ion of  quickl ime. But s ince this pract icr l  method

el iminstes the higher method, snd the topic of  th is chapter is

not minor objects in the microcosm, but the k inds of  soi l  that
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are dug up throughout the wor ld -  the mocrocosm I  shal l

reserye a special  p lace for the pract ical  d iscussion, Es for a

remarkoble mgsterg.  Even the t ime when the soi l  is  in an

eor lg or s imple state,  reodg to be acquired 0r dug out,  has

been indicated: i t  is  the beginning of  spr ing,  when the sun

enters the constel lat ion Ar ies.

leornest lg want to warn gou not to lsok for  ang mater ia l

for  phi losophic appl icat ion in herbs,  t rees,  metals,  sal t ,

v i t r io l ,  or  o lum, al l  of  which Ere useless for  th is purpose.

Even golr l  and si lver are of  n0 use without the f i rst  Being,
popuf arlg called Prima lfateria He who knows this is wise.

0n thi  s topi  c,  I  recommend the treat i  se of  Arnol  d of

v i l lanovs, which begins:  'A stone cascading down from earth
grows larger when i t  is  submerged in c lear water for  several

hours, 'etc.
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Chapter 2.

Concerning the Dist i l ls t ion of  Red or

Adamic soi l  into a l iquid.

The text  cont inues in th is vein:  The Phi losophers took that

part icular c lng and formed i t  into l i t t le bal ls smal l  enough to

be ploced in a retort  which theg then put in En oyen. Then theg

set up a huge receiver and oppl ied hest,  f i rst  low heat,  then

high enough to igni te the retort .  f {ext  var ious colours

appeored os eight to ten meosures of  water dist i l led out.

Then theg added sal t  to the l iqui t l  in the neck of  the retsr t .  In

The l{gsterg of Sendivogius, this substrate of errth is called

the mineral  of  'our steel . '  ln that  sEme sect ion known as The

ffgsterg, the author intends to show, bg means of En spparit ion

of l {eptune, god of  water,  thst  water must dist i l l  f rom this

mineral .

ADDEl{DUH

It  should here be noted that some Phi losophers did not form

ang such l i t t le bal ls or patt ies.  Insteod, to force the t l i f fuse

mineral  po,wer into E narrorv spsce and achieve more in E

single dist i l lat ion than could ordinar i lg be done in four or

f iye,  theg formed lge f rom the ssi l .  Bg f i rst  f i l ter ing i t  and
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let t ing i t  eyaporate,  theg f inol lg col lected enough of  the

l iquid ond dist i l let l  i t ,  in moderate heat.  Theg obtsined E

soeoge, untomed spir i t  thot  tossed obout l ike the vr f ,ves of  the

seo unt i l  at  last  i t  came to rest  on the water.
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Chapter 3.

Concerning the double Rect i f icat ion of  the

dist i l led Liquid,  which is def in i te lg a

mediate {media} spir i tual  substance, and

how i t  is  sepsrated from i ts tws ef f luvia -

EgaE phle.gmaticq phlegmotic yroter, ond

terrestr ia l  f i l th-

The text  c0nt inues: From this l iquid theg drew of f  phlegm

into 0 bath and preserved each separatelg- Furthermore, theg

repeatedlg dist i l led the remaining spir i ts out of  the ssnd, and

these theg also preseryed separatelg.

Since this text  is  c lear 6s dag, I  do not th ink i t  needs ang

further explanot ion or addi t ion of  mine.
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Chapter 4.

Concerning the Extract ion of  f ixed sal t

from the residue or taput lfartuum and its

resolut ion into i ts rect i f ied Spir i ts.

The text  c0nt i  nues: l {ext  theg beat the mater i  s l  heoted

from the f i rst  d ist i l lat ion into pebbles in a mortar,  then pour

the reserved agua phlegmaticaor perhaps ordinorg water oyer

i t ,  ond once theg have f i l tered i t  theg extract  the f ixed sal t .

Theg mix it with EguE spiritualis.. and when theg have done

that,  the remaining terrestr ia l  part  0r  bodg, mercurU, is

complete-

ADDEI{DUH

The l iquid prepared from

magnet,  which at t racts the

moon, as wi l l  be shown in the

inf luences i t  th ickens into 6

the mineral  steel  is  cal led o

celest ia l  inf luence of  sun and

fol lowing chapters.  From these

drg,  crgstal l ine substance, and

th is is what Sendivogius in The t lgstp.r?meant to sgmbol ize bg

the old man Saturn,  god of  esrth.

At the end of  the text  of  the f i rst  chapter,  there is E

discussion of  the three sal ts thot  l ie quiescent and hidden in

the mineral  steel  as wel l  as in eyerg speci f ic  mater is l .  AnS
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of them csn be extracted, s inglg or al l  three; the Phi losophers

set up modes of  operot ion in ei ther case and accompl ished

great advances. I  shal l  at ld a l i t t le informat ion about these

sal  ts.

t lang people anxiouslg and painstakinglg searched for sal

ammonioc,  which theg not unsui tablg cal led the sulphur and

sal t  of  nature,  0 lso the mercurg of  the Phi losophers,  bel ieving

i t  to be a valuable,  eyen kinglg,  sal t .  Theg obtained i t  e i ther

from fresh soi l  0r  sng substrate,  wi th the aid of  d ist i l lat ion

0nd the eventual  putrefsct ion into i ts own proper l iquid,  or  ot

least  another,  re lated, usable one. Theg obtained i t  af ter  i t

had been roised or exal ted to i ts soi l  bg imbibi t ion,  f ixat ion,

and f inal lg subl imat ion.  Hext theg cerated i t  and set i t  in

stone with the oi l  of  sophic sulphur-

But natron sal t ,  when i t  is  correct lg,  ski l fu l lg,  and

thoroughlg ref ined is hardlg infer ior  0r  secondarg to sal

ammoniac,  part lg because i t  is  so eEsg to prepare.  i lo subt letg

is required; i t  can easi lu be done eyen bg a woman. l t  is  o lso

super ior  becouse of  i ts  power and ef fect iyeness, which have

brought i t  to complet ion in harmong with the rules of  or t .  l t

is  acguired not bg dist i l lot ion but bg simple exuberat ion 0r

excess and simple handl ing of  the lUe, according to usual

pract ice at  natron deposi ts.  And so i t  is  good to be able to

recognize the tgpes of  authent ic soi l  and know which is better

than another.  l t  is  eyen better to know how to ref ine natron

from the lge occompEnging i t .  And i t  is  best of  a l l  to know
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how to strengthen the qual i t ies of  notron in the c lor i f icat ion

process, whether Uou use heavenlU or earthlU powers.  Ei ther

wEU, gou have reason to thank God thot the tosk is so eosg ond

so l ight .  You wi l l  be spared I  great msnu di f f icul t  and

dangerous tosks,  and gou wi l f  not  hove to worrg about other

sal ts,  f ixed 0r volat i le,  or  about anu impregnat ion or

impression from astral  inf luences. For th is tUpe of  sal t

contains wi th in i tsel f  evergthing i t  needs, except for  the

ferment ing sgencg of  gold,  bU which i t  is  brought to l i fe and

ful lg r ipened.

As for the f ixed sal t ,  cal led s lkal i ,  which is extracted from

eyeru calc ined soi l  and occasionol lg olso f rom baser calc ined

frui ts of  the earth such Es the straw of  wheat i t  can be

ploced in the highest rank in the opinion of  msnu people,

including Pr iscian- l t  mag remoin raw, or i t  mag become red

art i f ic io l lg,  bU the manifestat ion of  something hidden. tYi th

the aid of  E sui table means of  t ransport  i t  d ist i l ls  into E

volat i le state in the form of c leor water 0r red, sweet oi l ,  and

i t  has the power to dist i l l  gold in En alembic.  So oi l  is

produced; olso two kinds of  sal t  and the oi l  of  gold combined,

and i t  mokes a great project ion into o coagulated stone. This

descr ibes the f ixed sr l t  of  the mineral  forming the subject  of

th is chapter.  Whoever is not equipped with o golden javel in

for f ishing -  Es the saging goes -  tokes up common mercuru

olone insteod of  gold,  for  i t  is  f ixed ond hos precipi toted

nothing but i tsel f  .  And so this chapter comes to an end.
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Chapter 5.

Concerning the Attraction of Aqua aerea..

water condensed from Eir ,  or  concerning the

legi t imate wsU thot corporesl  ond eorthlg

l iquid is animated and impregnated bg

astral  rous.

The text  br ief lg breaks of f  the discussion ond f ive or s ix

meEsures of  a i r  Ere token.

From Sendiyogius, The lfgsterg. '  This water is found

evergwhere, and no one con l ive wi thout i t .  l t  can he drown

out bg unusual  mesns; the best k ind is extrocted bg force of

the steel  found in roms'bel l ies.  Few people know that there

is o nucleus or hidden sustenance of  l i fe in air ,  get  evergone

hos seen, cont inues to see, and loves the shel l  o l '  shadow of

the object .  In the Epi f  ogue he also ssus: l fature hos i ts own

speci f  ic  l ight ,  which is not percept ib le to our eges. l {oture 's

shadow sppesrs to our eues os E bodg. And i f  the l ight  of

nature shines upon someone, at  once the shadow is l i f ted f rom

his eges and he can see without impediment the point  of  the

magnet corresponding to the centre of  eoch rog in the skg ond

on earth.  For the l ight  of  noture penetrates rs far  as thot ,

reveol ing what is wi th in.

He also ssgs: Everg creoture makes use of  i t ,  but  invis ib lg-

And evergthing in the wor ld is made from i t  and l ives in i t .
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But there is no speci f ic  qur l i tg in i t ;  r t ther i t  mixes in wi th

esch speci f ic  qual i tg.

ADDEHDU|'1

Besides water captured from air ,  melted snow and t i r  that

f reezes on trees in the month of  December is good for th is

use. In summer,  melted hai l  is  bet ter than angthing else,

because i t  has lef t  an impression 0r imprint  on the f i rmament

and has been mixed with l ightning. Dew should also be given

proper credi t  here.

Among other methods of  captur ing air  in the substtnce of

wi ter  is the f  o l lowing: a iop-per instrument,  one or 'seyeral ,

on the model of  a smal l  measur ing-cup consist ing of  two or

three parts is prepared and f i rmlg soldered. Put a ' lorge

bathing sponge in the lower part ,  which is then weighted dswn

under two pounds 0f  marble that  hos been cr lc ined for f ive

dags and nights in a glass-blowing furnace, and one pound of

red marble broken into chips the s ize of  f i lberts.  Air  is  then

drawn out

underneath-

bg E lo\y,  narrow tube into a vessel  p laced

The hotter the f  urnace in which th is instrument is placed,

the more intense wi l l  be the cold outside the channel  through

which the higher part  of  the instrument gradual lg extends

svrsg f  rom the lower part  toward an extremelg nsrrow, minute
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hole,  barelg able to accomodate the head of  a pin.  Also,  more

water wi l l  more quicklg be col lected into the ot t ract ing

instrument;  at  the end, i t  wi l l  pour in incredible quant i t ies

into the vessel  underneath,  passing thr0ugh the sponge

weighted down with marble.  And this water produces

marvel lous and incredible ef f  ects.
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Chapter 6-

Concerning the higher part  of  the l lat ter  of

the Phi losopher 's Stone, that  is ,  the

Inf luence of  sun, moon, and stars,  bU which

the corporegl  L iquid is made into stars

when mixed with aqaa aerea water

condensed from Eir .  including a c lear

Exposi t ion in the l ight  of  dag, bg the

sgmpathet ic inf luence of  the higher and

lower spheres.

0n this topic, the text reads: Then this Egua spir i tualis

emerges, End both k inds of  woter 6re seen jo ined in one

vessel ,  under a c lear skg with br ight  stars;  and celest ia l  rags

converge upon i t .  But i f  ra in fa l ls ,  coyer i t .

Sendiyogius,  in the Epi logue: Think careful lg how the four

elements dist i l l ,  in the centre of  the earth,  a moist  radical ,

and how the terrestr ia l  sun at  the centre draws i t  out  bg i ts

own mot ion and raises i t  to the surface. How consider how

the celest ia l  sun correspands to the centrol  sun- For the

celest is l  sun and moon hove E speci f ic  force 0r polyer of

dist i l lat ion in the rous theg send to earth.  l t  is  essu to

combine heat wi th heat and sal t  wi th sal t .  Just  ns the central

sun has i ts seE, wi th he0vg, rough, tangible wEter,  the

celest ia l  sun has i ts seo, wi th f  ine and intangible water.  0n
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the earth 's surface, rogs l ink up with other rsus and produce

f lowers and al l  th ings.  In addi t ion,  when rain fa l ls ,  i t  takes a

l i fe force f rom the air  and combines with natron sal t  in the

soi l ,  as that  sal t  appears in the form of calc ined tartar.  Bg

i ts drgness, i t  at t rscts eir ,  which then dissolves into water

inside i t .  l t  der ives i ts power of  st t ract ion f rom the nstron

in the soi l ,  notron which has also been air  combined with

oi l iness in the soi l .  l {hen the sun's rsgs increase, so does the
quont i tg of  natron sal t .  As a resul t ,  there is more of  i t  eyeru

dau-

ADDETIDUIl

|  )  L iquid sal t  woter and captured oqua

oerga, water condensed from Eir ,  o lwags

have the same weight.

2) Tne glass should be readi tg avai lable and

inexpensive.

3) You should put a mark on i t ,  so that  gou

can observe how much of  the water

c0ndenser l  f rom air  wi l l  drg up in the sun's

heat and so that Uou con replenish i t  bg

pour ing in more.

4) l f  the sun's heat is too intense, the glass

should be covered with a bouoh.
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5) l t  should olso be set out at  the t ime of
the ful l  moon.

6) The longer i t  is  set  out in the open r i r ,
the better i t  wi i l  be.

?) After three dogs i t  wi l l  be obvious thot
the woter is th ickening and beginning to
congeol .
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Chupter 7.

Concerning the Union 0f  h igher and lower,

that  is,  concerning the format ion of  the

central  sal t  in mixed water;  and their

der ivat ives,  which ore known os congealed

water that  has no power to moisten hands.

The text  adds the fol lowing: Crgstals wi l l  be formed, and

i t  is  important to col lect  them. This is the doubled mercurg

of the Phi losophers,  which is the mother of  a l l  metsls,  and the

f i rst  matter.

Sendivogius,  t reat ise l0:  Celest ia l  woter has no power to

moisten hands; i t  is  not  commonploce, hut i t  is  c lose to rain

water.  l t  is  a lso cal led luna noslra -  'our l loon'  or  sophic

mercurg -  0r  the womb that receives the seed of  gold.

Sendivogius wanted to sketch in a few words the pr inciples

bg which this water is prepared. From treat ise 2:  Consider

simple water f rom clouds: has angone eyer bel ieved that i t

contains evergthing the wor ld contsins hard stones, sal t ,

a i r ,  earth,  f i re -  when woter looks so s imple bg i tsel f? lJhat

can lsag sbout eorth,  rvhich h0lds inside i t  woter,  f i re,  sal t ,

o i r ,  and so of , ,  get  bg i tsel f  looks bare? How marvel lous

nature is;  out  of  woter i t  produces marvel lous f ru i ts in the

earth,  and out of  a i r  i t  provides them with the meons of  l i fe.

From the Epi logue: Air  is  the matter of  the ancient
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Phi losophers.  l t  is  the wster of  dew, f rom which the
sal tpetre of  the Phi losophers is extracted; and bg the act ion
of th is sal tpetre al l  th ings grow and are nour ished. l t  is  atso
0 magnet,  which lhave cal led steel  in the preceding text .  Air
generates this magnet; the mognet generates our air { 'aeren
nastrum) and makes i t  appear.  I  have solemnlg revealed this
truth to gou; prEU 6od to fovour gour undertakings. There is
also in air  a hidden substance of  l i fe which we cal l  dew bg
night and rar i f ied woter bg dug; i ts invis ib le spir i t ,  once
congealed, is better than ang soi l  whatever.  Also our pont ic
water {aqaa nastra panlica) coagulotes to sophic sulphur and
sophic mercurg t i fal and runal also wonttrouslg to sophic steel
tbhalghe nostro)bg means of art i f ice and a prudent art isan.

From The tfgsterg: This water is aqaa rilae-" which has the
poryer to improve the frui t  of  E solar t ree s0 greai lg that
af terwards the t ree needs no plant ing 0r grr f t ing;  bg i ts
fragrance alone i t  produces six more ident ical  t rees.  I {o other
water, whether agaE pantis or aqaa fartis or woter drawn out
of  var ious substances can do this;  but  i t  is  a lwags poisonous
unless i t  is  drown out of  the raus of  sun snd moon with E
magnet or sophic steel. lts proper nEme is agaa maris naslri.
0ur se8 water,  or  aqaa vi tar that does not leave hands wet.
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FIRST ADDEHDUH

The text  c la ims that crgstals grow bg themselyes dur ing a

storm, but we must let  th is process happen in i ts own t ime,

because i f  we rush i t  we could disturb i t .  Some people use

mixed water that  hos been exposed to air  for  s whi le.  t {hen

theg think that  i t  has been suff ic ient lg impregnated bg lunar

and solEr rEgs, theg let  i t  evaporste over ssnd to the hol fwag

point ;  then theg set i t  out  in a cool  p lace 0r E cool  room to

form crgstols,  These theg extract  wi th wooden tongs, pour in

some air  f rom the new water into the lef tover woter,  and

ogain set  i t  in the open air  as before;  and theg repeat th is for

as long as crgstals keep f  orming.

Here I  do not want to leave angthing out,  so I  should sag

that some of the Phi losophers mixed crgstals wi th raw f i rst

mrt ter  and formed l i t t le bal ls of  i t ,  then t l is t i l led i t  in the

manner descr ibed in chapter 2.  Af ter  th is,  dark terrestr ia l

spir i ts and celest ia l  ones red as blood sett ted down into the

receiv ing vessel .  Theg cal led th is water the double {dupl icem,

mercurg of  the Phi losophers.  In i ts moist  and l iquid form,

theg also cal led i t  v i rg in 's mi lk and extremelg sour v inegar.
t f  i th th is menstruum theg rrere oble to dissolve ol l  metals

on o table and extract  sulphur and souls or essences {animust

from them, for  the corporeal  part  fa l ls  to the bottom. But no

solut ion of  gold can be made from the sediment unless the

f ixed sal t  f rom i ts dist i l lat ion hos f i rst  been dissolved in the
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s6me l iquid.  Then theg pour three ptr ts of  water over one part

of  ref ined gold and complete the extract ion in hal f  an hsur.

The Phi losophers did not t rouble wi th lesser metals;  theg

pr ized gold and si lver for  medical  uses and for the purpose of

making gold.  Theg achieved this purpose in var ious wags bg

means of  a substrate,  as the f  o l lowing text  wi l l  show.

SECOIID ADDEilDUM

In th is sect ion I  feel  that  lmust ment ion drg,  crgstal l ine

water,  which grovrs in and out of  the oi l  0f  common sal t .

Art i f icers cal l  the crgstals sweet sal t ,  as theg have earned

the t i t le 'phi losophic mercuru. '  Theg are also considered to

be psrt  of  the greot Phi losopher 's Stone, s ince common ssl t  is

deemed and decreed the centre of  the element water,  act ing as

radical  and pr inciFle of  metal  format ion.  But there Ere other

crgstals fsr  super ior  to these: the ones that come from

common sal t ,are moistened several  t imes with essence

{bnima}of lead and dr ied,  and f inal lg t l is t i l led bg the rules of

art .  Theg are super ior  because the coolness of  the highest

metal  is  lent  to the process, and the crgstal l izat ion of  natron

is reinforced- You should see to i t  that  the crgstal l izat ion

takes place natural lg in the open air  and that i t  is

impregnatet l  bg astral  inf luence with the aid of  captured air ,

according to the process descr ibed in chapters 5,  6,  and 7.  l f
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Uou do this,  gou wi l l  not  have to yr0rrg ahout the tasks

descr ibed in chapters 2,3,  ond 4;  theg wi l l  be sccompl ished

yerg s implU with lumps of  soi l  and nothing else added. In th is

wag Uou wi l l  obtain the noble magnesio of  f i re,  which has been

nurtured and increased in f i re and through f i re;  i t  forms and

produces the outhent ic son of  f i re.  l f  something is added to

animated sal t  f rom substrate of  the eorth.  and a dist i l lat ion

of both is mode according to the method and procedure

descr ibed bg Andrea of  (Plawen),  i t  wi l l  prove super ior .  As

for how to accompl ish th is -  how to prepore sweet crgstols

from the oi l  0f  sal t  s implg,  bg E common process the

pract ice rvas lucidlg descr ibed bg the great Phi losopher

Johannes Augurel lus in a long poem and in E summarg that was

later made of  i t .  l refer the k ind reader to him. He himsel f

sags that th is work cannot be completed in less than three

Ueors,  and to r l is t inguish the work f rom others i t  has been

col led the work of  three gesrs.  Actual  pract ice var ies;  there

Ere mong paths to the same goal .  Some works fo l low a short

poth,  others o long one. f {ecessi tg compels us,  i f  we are to

achieve E true understanding of  s0 msng di f ferent

Phi losophical  wr i ters,  to make useful  d ist inct ions smong

these diverse Phi l , rsoFhical  works snt l  not  to bend and twist

eyeru s ingle th ing so forc ib lg into onlg one stone, one

medicine, one yessel ,  one f i re,  and ss on. Al l  th ings proceed

from a single radical  or  bEse, and are therefore fundamental lg

one, so that in prepar ing them one must use two ingredients -
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matter and form, act ive ond passive.  St i l l ,  the octual

pract ice of  arr iv ing at  the some composi t ion can di f fer ,  and

that is whg the works are so diverse.

Accordinglg there is now, besides the work of  three Ueors,

E work of  three months,  three weeks, three dags, End,

surpassing al l  of  these, three hours.  I larg the prophetess was

trained in th is last  work;  a Phi losopher of  keen intel lect ,  or  a

wel l - t ra ined art isan, wi l l  be oble to invest igate what she

lesrned from her discussions with the Phi losopher Aros.  In

addi t ion,  there sre other works,  cal led the work of  one natural

dag, one month,  one Uesr,  End nine months.  Angone who does

not know the dist inct ions smong these and other such things

lags claim to th is saging: 'He should take his hand of f  the

re ins. '  And though al l  these aforesaid works Ere to be

understood onlg bg the t ime of  operat ion f rom f i rst  to last ,

nevertheless i t  can happen that other works sre mixed in wi th

them, and then both operat ions,  antecedent and consequent,

Ere included in the t ime spon l is ted above. But s ince the

purpose here has been merelg to give Uou a casual  warning

sbout these matters,  there is no need to dwel l  on them

further.
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Chapter E.

Concerning the substrate of  the form of the

stone, that is, concerning Earutn vivum or

l iv ing gold,  and the preparat ion for  ref in ing

i t .

The text  on th is topic begins:  'Gold and si l , rer  Ere,

fsmi l iar lg speaking, dead, but the sol ids thst  are token from

veins of  gold deposi ts,0r f rom r ivers of  water to be washed,

and which have neyer been subjected to f i re,  Ere l iv ing and

should be ref ined with precis ion. '

ADDEHDUT{

There are various judgments about Earur? ri tum, as well as

opinions of  Phi losophers and Art i f icers 0n such subjects Es

who can possess gold that  has neyer been subjected to f i re 0r

worked; what sort  occurs in compsct f  orm, sparkl ing in l i t t le

points and grains;  a lso what sort  0ccurs in r ivers 0r in

minerals of  the mountains.  Surelg th is person is proceet l ing

correct lg according ts the l i teral  sense; st i l l ,  in t ime of

necessi tg,  the sulphur of  gold in minerals -  sophic sulphur -

can occssional lg take the place sf  notural  compacted gold.

t r lhen the coarse sand of  gold is taken out of  washing boths,
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the other minerals f re imbued with the radionce of  gold.

Other than gold there is no metsl  which can fai thful lg be

ident i f ied bg sn asssg of  onlg 0 minute piece. In th ings that

are s imi lar  to i t ,  aurei las,  the essence of  gold,  is  verg near,

appear ing direct lg in other metal  substrates.  Some of the

Phi losofhers gsve these things the name of green gold or

aaram vivumbecause of  their  imperfect ion in comporison with

the highest perfect ion of  solar gold.  The nature of  the gold

descr ibed obove includes E certain remote,  indeed yerg

remote,  potencg, which part lU bg the poth of  progression and

part lg bg the psth of  regression can be led back with

considerable ef for t  to the height that  is ,  to the perfect

ststus and rank of  gold.  Paracelsus r ight lg denied that th is

potencg was remote when, in the f i rst  t reat ise,  he said the

fol lowing about minerals:  l f  the alchemists could f ind th is

sulphur,  s ince i t  can be found in the t ree of  sophic sulphur and

also in i ts root,  theg would have reason to rejoice.  For i t  is

the sulphur of  gold,  which is not the sEme as that drawn out

of  i ron and copper.  This is what theg take pains wi th in al l

their  work.

Even though our text  is  abundant lg conf i rmed bg this

ci tst ion of  author i tg,  for  En eyen greater conf i rmat ion I  shal l

br ing in a comparison from Paracelsus on this subject-  In the

second treat ise on the method of  prepor ing drugs, he sags:

0bserve the dist inct ion between stones -  ntmelg the ones thst

are in water ond the ones thst  are out of  water-  A stone in
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ryater is composed of  i ts  own vigorous l iquids;  a stone out of

water has lost  them. Here,  sags Paracelsus,  l ies the error of

the alchemists;  a lso the error of  those who search for the

quintessence or f i f th essence, End who want to prepare great

El ix i rs,  great magister ia,  and 6rcEnE. Theg Ere al l

fundamental lg wrong as long as theg cannot te l l  l iv ing f  rsm

dead -  ssmething that must be understood concerning fused or

igni ted snd raw, st i l l  unfused metals.  Sendivogius sgrees

with that  when he sags in the seventh t reat ise:  There is no

point  in looking for seed 0n trees that have been chopped

down; i t  can be found onlg 0n green trees. In the same place

he sags: l {o seed is found in desd things; as long as there is

seed in a bodg, the bodg is ol ive.  lJhen al l  of  i t  is  consumed,

the bodg dies.  Y/e can see thst  af ter  the emission of  seed al l

bodies become weak. From treot ise 3:  Do not look for  that

point  in metols in which i t  does not exist ,  for  these metals,

and gold in part icular,  are dead; but our sophic metsls have

spir i ts and are l iv ing.  These ore emphat ical lg the ones Uou
must choose. Understand that the l i fe of  metafs is f i re,  for  as

long Es i t  remsins in i ts minerals;  the death of  metals is

preciselg the f i re of  fusion. He also sags, in The f tgste.r3r. 'The

death of  th ings is nothing but rhe separat ion of  one from

another.  Poracelsus sogs: l t  is  c lear that  minersls ore of

greater power thsn their  metal ,  for ' these metals,  and gof d in

part icular,  are dead, but our sophic metals have spir i ts and

are l iv ing.  Understand that the l i fe of  metals is f i re,  for  as
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long as i t  remains in i ts minersls 'and s0 on. For in fusion i ts

l iguids of  l i fe depart  f rom i t  -  namelg,  the spir i ts of  sal t ,

sulphur,  ond mercuru -  and leave behind dead metal .

Ylhotever hsppens in th is cgse, i f  we consider i t  somewhat

more profoundlg and fundamental lg,  o Phi losopher is bg no

meons compel led to deal  wi th these mater ia ls that  are so

di f f icul t  to compsre and that do not occur evergwhere, s ince

ang deod mater ia l  at  a l l  can easi lg at ta in generEt ion and new

l i fe in and through i ts mother substance- And so gold and

si lver fused together,  usual lg considered dead and

unproduct iye,  cEn be resusci tated and revived so that theg

become powerful  and ef f icocious in medicine and other th ings

as well.  I  wil l  sag nothing about mercurial Eqaae ritae. which

6re useful  in both the drg and the moist  methods. l t  is

point less to resusci tate the dead bot lg of  ordinarg gold wi th

them so that i t  can come forward for l iv ing operat ions.  At the

end sf  the Epi logue, Sendivogius wr i tes:  Evergone who works

with herbs,  anlmals,  stones, and minerals other than sophic

sulphur and sophic mercurg,  which are drawn down from the

sphere of  Saturn,  lobours in voin.  And in t reat ise 9:  There is

one metol  which has the power to eonsume others.  l t  octs

almost Es i f  i t  r lere their  vroter,  snd acts authent ical lg Es

their  mother substsnce. l f  gold uni tes wi th i tsel f  e leven

t imes, i t  emits i ts seed and becomes weak almost to the point

of  death.  ln t reat ise 2,  Sendivogius br ief lg shows how this

calc inat ion should be done: ' l f  gou give an old man gold and
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si lver to swal low, so that he consumes them and undergoes

combust ion even as he is about to die,  then scatter his ashes

over some extract ing woter and cook them suff ic ient lg,  gou

wi l l  hove a medicine that cures leprosg. '  Here I  should or ld

thst  the c loser the dissolv ing and extract ing menstrus come

to ei ther the rodical  pr inciples of  metals or to the excel lent

s impl ic i tg of  the elements and are related to them, the more

excel lent  and more valuable the solut ions wi l l  be,  Es wel l  as

more ef fect ive and usef ul .
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Chapter 9.

Concerning the solut ion 0r opening of  the

pores 0f the bodg or of Eurutn yiyum in the

phi losophic mercuru duplex,  for  the

emission of  sperm.

The text  cont inues: Take ten parts of  mercuru duplex of  the

Phi losophers and one port  of  the aforement ioned gol t l  or

s i lyer,  put  i t  in a phial ,  leaying two ports emptg,  snd seal  i t

hermet i  cal  I  g.

In t reat ise 7,  Sendivogius sous: The pores of  bodies must

be opened so that theu can emit  sperm, in the centre of  which

l ies the seed which is air .  t r {hen this comes into i ts dest ined

matr ix,  i t  becomes congealed, ond also congeals what i t  f  inds

in a pure stote or a mixture of  impure and pure.

ADDEHDUH

Sendivogius,  t reat ise 7:  The gold-producing seed cEn be

extracted in two wogs: geni lg and forciblg.  l f  gou want to
perform the oct ion geni lg,  fo l low the text  of  th is chapter,  and

set the process in mot ion gent lg and slowlg wi th agua sicra. .

drg water,  which hss grovrn bg natural  sgencg with onlg the

sl ightest  help f rom art .  Sendivogius cal led th is drU
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crgstol l ine water the other k ind of  steel ,  which is s imi lar  to

this metal l ic  one, or lea{,  in i ts magnet ic power of  at t ract ion.

I t  is  created bg nature,  End from the sun's rsgs i t  can el ic i t

what so mang people haye looked for,  bg a wondrous earthlg

force and power.  l t  is  the pr inciple or beginning of  our work,

that  is,  the second pr inciple or ingredient.  l t  takes the place

of form-

There oppefrrs to be o certain dist inct ion between lhe animt

or essence of  sophic sulphur {sal is} ,  as i t  is  commonlg cal led,

and the seed of  gold,  s ince in his prefoce Sendivogius cal led

the extract ion of  the essence mere persuasion; the k ind reader

should take note of  th is.  Sendivogius did not compute the two

mater ia ls as one; st i l l ,  the essence produces o s imi lar  ef  f  ect ,

l ike the seed of  gol t l  when a work is ski l fu l lg managed. In

this matter there is onlU one wog to aim at  the target to keep

someone from fal l ing into error about the meth0d -  real lg two

methods of  extract ing En essence. 0f  these methods one

alchemical  method is sophist ical  and sui ted to impostors;

s ince in fact  the sulphur 0r essence of  gold extracted in th is

wag produces an impermanent t incture,  which Paracelsus cal ls

a t incture of  mere colour rather than porver.  The other method

depends, on the Phi l0sophic l {ag,  bg which snu metal  is

authent ical lg and permanent lg t inctured into sophic sulphur

{salem}according to al l  the requirements of  assag.
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Chspter |  0.

Concerning the Extract ion of  the

gold-producing seed -  ef fect ivelg the form

of the stone -  which is the second part  of

i ts Composi t ion.

The text  fur ther ssgs: Leave i t  for  three months in E

vaporous f i re,  and not onlg wi l l  gold in suf f ic ient  quant i tg be

uncoyered, but i t  wi l l  g ive for th the redness of  a rubg. l t  is

necesssru to take care wi th th is red substonce, s ince i t  is

phi losophic gold,  the t rue seed of  gold,  and the second part  of

our stone. Ffhatever else is lef t  oyer can be poured out;  i t  has

no Yalue.

Sendivogius,  t reat ise 7:  Since nature does nothing without

the sperm of mater ia ls,  therefore we must seek out the sperm

of gold to make a gold-producing stone; nothing csn be done

without i t .  The sperm or seed of  gold:  i ts  f i f th Essence,

El ix i r ,  most perfect  decoct ion and digest ion,  the kernel  of

sulphur.

From treat ise 2;  Then put i t  in our f i re,  and a drg l iquid

wi l l  form. First  d issolve the soi l  -  that  is .  the drg water -

into the water cal led the mercuru of  the Phi losophers,  and

this woter wi l l  d issolve those bodies of  sophic sulphur and

sophic mercuru {salis et lunae) and consume them. 0nlg E

tenth part  of  i t  wi l l  be lef t  over,  and this wi l l  be the seed or
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the moist  metal l ic  radical .

ADDEHDUTI

The fol lowing is the process of  extract ing the

gold-producing seed. Take ten ports of  the menstruum and one

part oI aurum tirun, not common gold. l lelt i t  over low heat,

pour i t  of f  a long sn incl ine,  and let  i t  evoporate gent lg to hal f

a f inger 's depth;  then put i t  in a cool  p lace, ond cleor crgstals

t incted or dged the br ightest  shade of  gel low wi l l  Eppesr.

Take them out wi th wooden tongs, put them in o phial ,  then

ser l  the phial  hermet ical lg and put i t  in En Athanor in the

f i rst  stoge, where the f i re is,  for  four dags and nights,  af ter

which t ime i t  wi l l  appear black.  In the second state i t  wi l l

burn to ash and look l ike a peacock's ta i l .  In the th i rd stage i t

wi l l  turn whi te.  l {ork wi th th is whi te substonce unt i l  i t  turns

red. And at  the end, when f lame str ikes the vessel  in the

fourth stage, gou wi l l  see o beaut i fu l ,  c lesr red substance

appear ing separotelg in the glass.  Then be careful  to break

the glass ski l fu l lg and tske the red substance out and preserye

i t"  This red substance is t rue phi losophic gol t l  0rrd the

metal l ic  seed of  gold.

whole l i fet ime.

One grain of  i t  is  enough to last  gour
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Chapter I  l .

Concerning the plant ing of  the

gold-producing seed in i ts soi l ,  0r  in

Phi losophic t lercurg.  That is,  concerning

the Conjunct ion of  the matter and form of

the Stone of  sal t  and central  sophic

sulphur (sol is central is)  for  the

super-nstural  generat ion of  the chi ld of  the

sun.

The text  cont inues: Hext take one part  of  the seed and ten

parts of  Phi losophic l '1ercuru,  Es directed above.

At the end of  t reat ise 5,  Sendivogius sogs: t rdhoever knows

how to congesl  wster wi th hest ond jo in to i t  a spir i t  -  the

spir i tual  seed of  gold wi l l  surelg discover something E

thousand t imes more precious than gold and eyeru other th ing.

5o see to i t  that  the prol i f ic  spir i t  of  gold separates f rom the

water that  is  mixed in wi th i t  in a k ind of  partnership.  l t  wi l l

t lecag and a grain or seed wi l l  Eppear.  Then, once gou have

thrown owEg the dregs, i t  wi l l  draw back the spir i t  f rsm

above -  the seed of  gold that  has been raised and subl imated

into water separatelg in E phial .  Theg wi l l  at  once be

conjoined. That conjunct ion wi l l  generate En of fspr ing

di f ferent in form from i ts parent substEnces.

From treat ise 8:  Everg seed is of  no importance in i tsel f
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unless i t  is  p loced in i ts dest ined matr ix ei ther bg art  or  bg

nature.  And eyen though this seed in i tsel f  is  nobler than

eyerg other created thing, i t  is  the matr ix that  makes the

grain decag and causes the congeal ing of  the pure point .  In

addi t ion,  i t  nour ishes the grain wi th the heat of  i ts  bodg and

makes i t  grow.

From treat ise 9:  |Jhen the seed is placed in i ts matr ix,  i t

purges i t  and makes i t  E thoussnd t imes better equipped to

br ing forth the best products.

ADDET{DUH

The Phi losophers also observed o s imi lor  proport ion in the

humid method, as fo l lows: Take one grain of  th is seed, and

add to i t  ten grains of  the woter of  the menstruum descr ibed

above; os soon as theg are conjoined, ma_ke a hermet ic seol  snd

proceed through the stages of  the Athonor for  f ive,  seyen, or

ten months unt i l  the work is compf ete.
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Chapter |  2.

Concerning the matur ing of  the Y/ork into

i ts perf  ect ion and complet ion.

Final lg the text  concludes with these words: Put th is in an

Athanor or phi losophic furnace and leave i t  there on low heat

for seven months.  Then, bg God's gr0ce, gou wi l l  f int l  whot gou

have been looking for.

Sendivogius,  t reat ise l0:  Af terward i t  is  kept in 0 steadg

f i re for  seyen months,  somet imes for ten,  unt i l  our woter

consumes three parts ond leayes one, and this is done twice.

Then i t  is  nour ished with the mi lk of  the eorth -  or  wi th i ts

oi l iness -  which spr ings forth f rom the earth 's abundance and

is kept f ree f rom decag bg natural  sal t .  And so the infant of

the second generat ion is begotten.

From the Epi logue: Take ten grains of  wel l -condensed air  in

the form of natron sal t  -  thot  is  whg he cal ls i t 'our s0i l ' in

treatise | | - and one grain of Euram vivamw luna yiva. Put

al l  these into gour vessel  and cook the air  f i rst ,  so that  i t

becomes water,  and of terward is not water.  A l i t t le for ther

on, he sEUs: Dissolve the congeated air ,  then dissolve s tenth

of the gold in i t .  Seal  th is and work wi th i t  in our f i re unt i l

the air  turns ts dust and vsr ious colours Eppear f rom the sal t

of  th is wor ld.

From treat ise l l :  Take wster of  natron sal t  f rom our soi l
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ond put wi th i t  the moist  metal l ic  radical ;  then put i t  on the

f i re of  decag and regenerat ion,  though not the same kind gou

made in the f i rst  operat ion to extract  the seed of  gold.  Handle

al l  these with great ski l l  unt i l  colours Eppear l ike those in a

peocock's t r i l .  Handle them bg separat ing them, and do n0t

stop working unt i l  the cslours are present and one colour

predominates the colour green and so on with the rest .

And when gou see brown ashes of  the bottom, and the water is

olmost red, open the vessel ,  d ip in a feather,  smeor sng piece

of i ron to see whther i t  is  t incted; hove 0n hand E special

water about which more wi l l  be soid later,  and pour in the

same amount of  i t  as the amount of  crude air  a l reodg inside.

Cook i t  once more in the fsrmer f i re unt i l  i t  is  again t incted.

This is Es for Es mU oyrn exper iment has gone. The water

should be the menstruum of the wor ld f rom the sphere of  the

l ' loon, rect i f ied so mang t imes that i t  has the power to calc ine

sophic sulphur tkalem).  Something st i l l  remains to be said

about f i re.  There are two kinds of  f  i re:  The f  i rst  is  cont inual

and encompssses matter;  i t  is  external  f i re assist ing the

internsl .  The second kind is naturol  f i re,  which separates and

f ixes.  This f i re of  nature is the onlg one used in both the

f i rst  and second operot ions;  d istance between places makes

angthing work di f ferent lg-  [Jne vessel  should be enough, but to

shorten the process we use two. The vessel  for  the f i rst  work

must be round. But for  the second a s l ight lg smol ler  one csn

be used -  for  example,  a phial  or  an egg. There is also onlg
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one motter,  though i t  is  uni ted f rom tws substances, one

cheap snd one extremelg precious. I  have now revealed

evergthing about the f i rst  ond second works.

From The ltgsterg' Eur water has f ire inside it ,  rnd if  i t  is

prompted bg steadg heat i t  burns of f  three parts of  i tsel f .

0nlg the minutest  part  wi l l  remain,  so smal l  that  i t  can

scarcelg be imagined, get possessing i ts f  u l l  excel lence. l t  is

then cooked bg the wise ski l l  of  a master for  seyen months at

f i rst ,  af terward for ten.  In the meant ime var ious substsnces

wi l l  appear,  a lwogs ei ther more or fewer on the f i f t ieth dag.

In the some place, he sags: l t  can be improved even further,

as phi losophic wr i t ings bear wi tness; f i rst  i t  can be exal ted

to ten,  af ter  that  to a hundred, next to o thousand and to ten

thousand.

ADDEilDUH

t {hat  fo l lows is how the Phi losophers mult ip l ied their  work

in the moist  path,  and perhaps also bg the same token in the

drg path.  l ' fu l t ip l icat ion takes place in quant i tg as wel l  as in

q,ral i tg,  a lwEUs wi.h ten parts of  i ts  woter or of  phi losophic

mercurg duplex and so on to inf in i tg.  The f i rst  t ime i t  does

not t inct ,  but  i f  i t  is  put  in f i re the second t ime i t  is

perfected in two months' t ime, and one port  t incts onlg ten

ports.  l f  gou put i t  in f i re o th i rd t ime, i t  is  f in ished in three

52



weeks snd one part  t incts a hundred parts.  l f  gou put i t  in

f i re a fourth t ime, i t  is  perfected in three dags, and one part

t incts a thousand parts.  Af ter  that  a wsrk of  mult ip l icat ion

is completed in three dags at  a t ime,and this is the work of

three dags. The proport ion bg which the stone is exal ted in

mult ip l icot ion is the same proport ion of  t inct ing i t  wi l l  have

in i ts quant i tg.  l f  one part  0f  i t  is  projected oyer ten parts 0f

the purest  gold for  fermentat ion,  E medicine is produced that

is l ike br i t t le glass,  a long with a t incture 0n the imperfect

bodies especial lg 0n l lercurg,  which is En open metal .  A

dose of  the stone, before i t  is  jo ined with gold,  is  one grain

dispensed in ang l iguid at  a l l ,  for  the use of  the human bodg.

6od be praised. Amen.
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l f  gou want to acquire the Phi losopher 's Stone bg 6od's gr0ce

l loke sure gou do not look for  i t  in herbs,  animals,

sulphur,  mercuru,  or  minerals.

Vi t r io l ,  a lum, sal t  have no value for th is work,  nor are

Lead, t in,  copper,  or  i ron worth seeking.

Even s- i lver ond gold have no power.

Eut HgIe- motter -  and chaos -  formless mass -  Eccompl ish

evergthi ng.

The f lower of  honeg is one component of  th is chaos;

The other is red eorth,  our f i rst  matter,

At once water and soi l .

The seed of  metals in a substance

ls made of  volat i le water;  f ixed woter is f rom the earth.

t {e i ther of  these can do angthing without the other;

These two possess the strength of  a l l  metals-

But theg cannot be mined in veins of  metal

wi th legions of  workers and with equipment.

In the plaees where our matter is found

i lo metal  at  a l l  can be discovered:

I t  is  found onlg in the strength and potencg

Which wos created in Hgle or chaos.

l {hat  fo l lows is how to begin the solut ion

And how gou should use each of  these as a keg.

The keg is putref  act ion,  which Uou mEU understand in th is

wou:
Be strong and ki l l  a l ion
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And col lect  i ts  c lot ted blood,

The noble and precious splendour of  the sun

Separated from the centre of  the breeding earth.

Let i t  k indle spontaneouslU; and i t  wi f  l  sweot wi th anxietg.

With great core s low f i re can be compacted.

l f  gou csrrg th is out correct lg

You wi l l  see o block c loud low in the glass,

And in a br ief  span of  t ime i t  wi l l  subside

And conYert  i ts  spir i t  to water.

Di l igent lg separate the pure f rom the impure

And at  last  i ts  potencg wi l l  appear.

Then dissolve i t  to separate drg f rom moist :

This is the water f rom the earth,  y0lat i le substance from

fi  xed.

Then the solut ion has reached an end,

The solut ion consummated bg Putrefact ion.

This operot ion wss done in sand, where gou saw the

subl  i  mat i  on

And separot ion of  the elements:

The extract ion of  spir i ts f rom the bot lg

And the animated spir i t  of  the end.

The two vis ib le Elements,  \ {oter ond Earth,

Have hidden in themselves keen f i re

And are impregnated purelg

With the f i f th invis ib le nature.

l {ow i f  the work is to achieve i ts end,
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l lake a union of  womsn and mon,

Our own Adam snd fair  Eve

How l ie together,  both naked.

Since Flature is elegant ond pure

Thus nature rejoices in i ts own realm

And achieves a blending with passionate nature,

And so one noture is kept apart  f rom the other.

An animated spir i t  loosens a bodg;

The bodg congeals and constr icts the spir i t .

Thot spir i t  has come forth f rom the earth

And into earth again now cast i t ;

This wi l l  be done for gour benef i t .

And from two, one wi l l  remain for  gou

And one wi l l  remain wi thout separat ion.

Place Uour mixture in a Eath and gou wi l l  see i t  l imp,

fat igued, and inf i rm.

Let i t  f lg here ond there

Unt i l  underneath a crow remains,

And then from i t  a whi te swon r ises,

And nothing lovel ier  has eyer been seen on earth;

f  ts own blood wi l l  br ing i t  gouth.

t then i t  has eager lg taken a ninth draught

I t  habi tuol lg takes f l ight  af ter  each

And in the end stand f  or th whi ter  than snow.

Yet i t  a lso turns black of ten,  then red and tawng

And r ich wi th mang other colours
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Unti l  i t  shines br ight ,  pure and white,

Far c learer thsn crgstal ,

Shining white and wel l -mode, but not hardened, and get

di  st i  nct ,

l " lade in such a vrsu bg act ion of  i ts  own soul

And mediat ing spir i t ,  get  not quicklg made complete.

ln the span of  several  months i t  is  brought to perfect ion.

This is the t rue sgencg of  fermentat ion;

Guard this gi f t  wi th the greatest  care.

Trulg and without the least  insincer i tg

I t  is  made perfect  for  the good of  water snd earth.

For in the earth f i re is hidden.

ln water noble and precious air  surges:

These two form one single mercuru.

In i t  the three stones of  the wise are founded:

The stones that spontaneouslg turn black,  green, whi te,  and

red

And free gou from danger in greotest  need;

This is wel l  known to the wise,

For i t  br ings mang marvels and miracles,

Dr ives ol l  s icknesses from mankind

And banishes defects f rom the metals.

This secular Phoenix,  the highest good,

Tincts common gold ond si lver

l laking these metols fer t i le

And so produces for i tsel f  s l ike f ru i t .
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