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FOREWARD

Kind reader!  Many years have already f lown, in which I  have read

not only many sincere Chemical  books, but also sophist ical  ones, work-

ed through the processes of  the God-forsaken decei t fu l  arch-I iars,  th-

rough which I  have lost  both my moderate for tune and my heal th.  I f

but  a s ingle Chr ist ian f r iend had only revealed to me the meanest spar i

of  the t rue Being, and from thence what is absorbed by animal,  veget-

abIe,  mineral  and metal ,  f lux of  the solar-rays,  Yea! I f  he had led

me and directed me to catch hold of  the astral ,  v iscous, fat  water,  I

would be forever obl iged to that  one from that hour for th: '  In any case,

for the most part  I  d id nothing but wander through pretended, mislead-

i tg,  fa lsely groundlessly prescr ibed processes, and having workedr r f r r -

for tunately did nothi-ng but thresh empty straw. For near ly th i r ty-

seven years I  laboured great ly,  and in al l  three kingdoms there was

vir tual ly no other subject  to be sought,  which had not already been

found to be impotent. Now when I became disgusted with the mess, the

d. ist i l l ing,  cohobat ing and coagulat i rg,  and set Chemistry whol ly to

the side, God wi l led i t  that  dur ing my travels,  I  had opportuni ty to

speak with a gent leman of  honor concerning the Nature of  th ings;  but

now I complained to him of al l  my labours, and how by them I had only

gained great loss,  and also al lowed that I  d id not wish to th ink there-

on for the rest  of  my l i fe,  nor would I :  For two whole days this El ias

Art ista careful ly gave me to understand else but comfort ing exhortat-

ions and then a large body of  t ruthful  lessons, wi th th is addi t ion:

Basi l 's  12 Keys.

Waterstone of  the Wise, part  2.

The Dicta Alani .

Viam Vertat is.  (True W-y).

Beweis der Natur.

Phi losophisch Father,  Herz.

Die am Phi losophj-schen Heaven hervor brechende Morqen

Rothe. Joh. de Monte Raphaim.

Sendivogium.

Ripplaeum.

Rosar ium Novum Olympicum, the f i rst  book.
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Hermet is and

Theophrast i  Olympus terrae de V. Essentz.  Al i .  pul i .

And then, Lf  mindful  to read the account of  Helver iusr Golden CaIf .

Then I would f ind that those and other sincerely truthful ad.epts advise

so wel l  what can and may issue forth f rom minerals,  vegetables and ani-

mals,  because these things were each predest ined to a certain nature,

thus al l  thj-ngs are unable and incapable of bearing something of un-

l ike k ind, or of  forming out of  something of  contrary nature;  arone

our Water '  Sun, Moon, and Celest j -a1 Dew serves al l  three kingd.oms as

a Universal  Spir i t ,  and therefore cannot be separated from them, I  must

and should catch i t  in the manner 6o be descr ibed, and br ing i t  to ef f -

ect ;  a lso I  should be unconcerned in regard.  to the natural  f i re,  be-

cause this Astral  Essence would show i tsel f  c lear ly to me, to which the

above- l j -sted adepts have clearry at tested in their  wr i t ings;  hot tuhe
affair 

- is 
to be arranged, he now gave me a short surunary. After this

suff ic ient  argument,  I  nei . ther could nor would doubt the t ruth of  h is
teaching: I  had benef i ted wel l  f rom al I  the s incere instruct ion,  and
so had been able to grasp the work; so I know not why I had to delay

the work unt i l  the fourth year;  by and by r  lacked this or that ,  by

and by my mirror was b: :oken in pieces, by and by I  was not able to have

the proper vessels.  Alone in the Work I  have found that:  I t  is  nei ther

by wi l l  nor by haste,  but  only by the mercy of  God, and this is t rue.

Yet for al l  that, because God granted me the t ime and opportunity to

at tend proper ly to the Work,  I  studied the wr i t ings of  the above auth-

ors wi th great purpose, of ten to the twent ieth reading, especial ly thos

who speak clear ly,  and become more f i rmly grounded day by day; never-

theless r  had a good deal  of  d i f f icul ty wi th the appearance of  the wat-

er at  the beginning, unt i l  f inal ly I  found more elucidat ions here and

there in the wr j - t ings;  the t rue subject  I  doubted even less,  for  I  per-

ceived in Sendivogius'  'Tractat  de Dul-phur ' ;  Est  in aere occul tus v i tat

c ibus,  quem nos rorern de nocte,  de die vero aquam rarefactam vocamus

Cujus Spir i tus invis ib i l is  coagulatus,  mel ior  est  guam universa terra.

The eyes of  those who intel l igent ly read through the above authors

wiI I  be opened, and seekers wi l l  at ta in to the t rue weII  of  the sages.

'The Dawn Breaking Forth to Heaven'  l ikewise the book 'Of Heaven and
I ' : r f  ht  :nr{  

-Ot least  Doctor Helvet ius '  Golden Calf  t  ment ion suff  ic ien,  srrs

t ly  quid s i t ,  quando & quomodo mater i_a s i t  sumenda.
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Doctor Schweisser,  or  Helvet ius,  when he asked the brazier what be

the subject  of  phi losophy, and i f  i t  were cost ly,  received for an ans-

wer:  Our Matter is a heavenly sal t  by means of  which we (namely the

Astral  Sal t  is  f i rst  extracted out of  i ts  s l imy fat  water and is Kept)

open ( th is happens in a f ree f i re,  in a crucible) the earthly body

(namely SoI or Luna) and during that t ime the el ixir is born, and t,he

SaIt  out  of  which the solut ion is achieved, and also the mineral  (name-

ly aqua viscosa) out of  which th is sal t  is  made, are nei ther cost ly.

Johann de Monte Raphaim par.  48 says: This Universal  Mercury is noth-

ing else than the Astral  Sal t ,  which a few cal l  Heavenly;  by the anc-

ients,  however,  i t  is  cal led the Sal t  of  Metals;  not  only do al l  l " letals

have their  beginning and growth f rom this spir i t ,  but  a lso al l  animals,

vegetables and insects must suf focate and decay i f  they should be rob-

bed of  th is solar- lunar moisture,  heat,  co1d, l i fe and mot ion.  Phi los.

Vater Herz Cap.,  I I I  says:  I t  is  a corporeal  spir i t  of  a spir i tual  body

(that one sees gl i t ter ing i f  one looks into the Sun),  which certaj-n1y

is the sal tpeter of  the wise. I t  is  real ly a fat ,  heavy and ju icy ear-

th,  which is very useful  and very precious, hidden to the ignorant,  but

quite comrnon to the knowledgeable.

One can catch hold of  th is splendj-d Matter everywhere, i -n val- leys

and level  f ie lds,  in mountains and caves or gal ler ies,  even in one's

own house. I t  is  the dew of heaven, the fatness of  the earth,  and the

esteemed natural  sal tpeter of  the Sages. I t  is  in everything the Quin-

tessence of  the v iscous earth,  out  of  which Adam was made; br ief ly,

our l lat ter  is  a v i rg inal  earthr oo which the Sun (which is her father)

has never shed i ts rays,  and the !1oon is her mother;  our v i rg inal  ear-
+h ic raal l r r  4 nurse-mother of  the gods, because from her come forth

not only GoId and Si lver,  but  a lso al l -  other metals,  minerals,  veget-

ables,  and animals,  and take l i fe,  breath and air  and growth f rom her:

AIso the perfect  and abundant inf luence of  heaven is conveyed dai ly

through each thing; who now wishes to gain a certain understanding and

fathom al l  th ings,  how, why, and wherefore al l  th ings produce and sur-
rz i r ra fhr# h^rson lacks nothing, but al l  can be weII  brought about;  a

'9 . .$"I-9,

bit  more should ensue in the fo l lowing:

Above a1l  th ings,  you who are God-fear ing,  maintaining Chr ist- I ike

Iove and mercy,  and not the pursui ts of  heathen gutter-servants,  in

your hearts;  so wi I I  God open your eyes, and let  you at ta in the I imi ts



of your desires;  our spir i t  is  qui te a lovely spir i t ,  a sweet burning

f i re:  I t  consumes nothing but i t  wel l  keeps and carr ies al l  th ings,  be

they good or evi l :  Oh, why do you, seeker,  wish to l ive and act  god-

Iessly,  and yet partake of  the power of  th is spir i t ,  when yet th is

holy spark of  d iv ine love cannot serve a mal ignant person; Don' t  re-

jo ice too soon, you world-s ick ones, drunkards,  whores and panderers,

because within these l ines al l  has been made clear and evidentr  so that

you could not miss i t ,  rather you should, ,  and must,  be able to break

off and gather the unfading f lowers of the Sun and the Moon in your

dissolute state of  wantonness. God sees your heart ,  mind, and thou-

ghts and intent ions;  so you wi l l  f ind that  a l l  your designs wi l l  be

paid back to you.

To you however who are f irm in your intentions, so much is required

of you; also to J-mprove your gui l t iest  thought against  God and a1l

creatures:  To your say I ,  the Phi losophical  Heaven stands open, and

you shall  have knowledge of the central natural salt hidden in al l

th ings,  and be i ts Master;  which central  sal t ,  Ers the body of  Nature,

remains incorrupt ibte in aI I  eterni ty.  Then you wi l l  have an under-

standing of  the central  sal t ,  body of  Naturei  so wi l l  you also recog-

nize God st i1 l  bet ter ,  and learn to understand and know the whole bas-

is of  Nature,  a lso come to know in the work,  that  the wind has carr ied

your sought- for  spir i t  in i ts bel ly.  God, you know each heart ,  you

command al l  that I mav do.
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CHEI' I ICAL I ' I ( ) ( ) I {SHINE

In the name of God I  wish to start  to teach the work c lear ly;  seek-

er,  begin in God's name to understand such as the t ruth.  Innumerably

many char latans have wri t ten of  the pr imary th ing that issues forth

from minerals,  vegetables,  and animals,  the one says this,  the other

something else,  reconmendj-ng chimmey soot,  dust ,  lampblack,  spi t t le,

sweat,  and many more such fool 's  t r icks as the Mcter ia Pr ima of  the

Phi losopherrs Stone: Al though each one der ives f rom the pr ime mover

and possesses something therefrom, as much as is needful ,  their  users

are not art ists:  He is also no art ist ,  who is able to separate such

therefoom, and emptoy i t  in his behal f ;  nothing is gained i f  he dr ives

out th is spir i t  f rom one of  the bodi .es,  through some kind of  ar t  or

f i re-power,  in ord.er to catch hold.  of  i t  and to bind i t :  Rather,  a l l

labour is in vain,  the t ime and expense are lost :  What such deceivers

and boasters earn is the wrath and d. isfavour of  God, t imely death and,

damnation: Why? How many unlearned. and ignorant people take the de-

clarat ions of  these l j -ars and boasters for  t ruth,  spend t ime and money,

and are mistaken, and other people,  many qui te horr ib ly,  lose l i fe and

I j rnb thereby, even lose wel l  the ever last ing,  Have not the ly ing wr i -

ters worked the greater part  of  misery upon these unfortunate ones?

Oh, yea. For th is reason the souls steeped in God and Christ  do not

wish to be led,  through such d. iabol ical  and heret ical  wr i t ings,  into

the r iver of  temporal  d istress,  poverty,  sorrow and need, nor thereby

to lose one's l i fe and soul 's blessinE; but much rather would l ike to

be prepared. for  the percept ion of  God and the fol lowing of  Nature:  So

I have made publ ic to the whole Chr ist ian wor ld the fo l lowing honest

admonit ions and sincere instruct ions:  I  hope that those who stand wel l

wi th God wi l l  begin and prosper:  Those, however,  who prefer the spir i t

of  the wor ld would only give up in t ime, consider ing that God does not

cast pear ls before swine.

Because now however many hundred thousand. searchers have worked

accordins to their  method, and their  method has set them in poverty;

L



l ikewise the same has unfortunately happened to me; Thus the noble

Chymistry has fal len into disuse and under suspic ion by most people,

and also many take their  example f rom these others and wish to seek

no further. Why? Because everything that is undertaken in the above

three Kingdoms causes loss and aI I  manner of  useless and inpossible

things. Thus those do not act  incorrect ly,  who give up af ter  a t ime,

because they d.o not have knowledge of the true Beingr so that they alsc

d. issuade others f rom i t ;  those, however,  who have suff ic ient  informat-

ion and knowledge of  the ascension of  the spir i t  of  l i fe,  can begin

and go forth the more courageously,  and can be assured of  a blessed

outcome. For i t  is  an easy thing to catch and dry up natural ly the

being of  being, the essence and l i fe of  everything, the spir i t  of  the

world,  Iv l icrocosmal Mercury,  revered by phi losophy, Liv ing Spir i t r  un-

r ipe electrum of minerals,  and to make therefrom the central  sal t  of

phi losophers and of  metals.

Who however would understand my and others' writ ings with crooked

eyes, in qui te anothe.r  sense, these I  know mysel f  not  to advisei  more-

over I  bel ieve, that  they would easi ly cause themselves the greatest

pains,  vexat ion,  and loss of  t ime and strength.

Al though in the preceeding al l  has been shown more than clear ly,  I

desire that  the seeker be def ic ient  in nothing, and to keep my promise,

guide the way with some passages from the above-ment ioned authors;  the

true subject  is  so very easy to explain wi thout disguise,  and also what

the natural  preparat ion be: I  don' t  want to start  any boast ing,  but

candidly show and make clear to al l  the sorrowful  and hopeless ones

the singular consolat ion and i l luminat ion.  In Chapter 2 of  Waterstone

of the Wtse, the mater ia is d.escr ibed thus: I t  is  the same thing that

in the beginning was produced by three together,  but  is  only one thing

l ikewise was eng'endered and made out of  Ist . ,  2nd.,  3rd. ,  4th. ,  and

5th.  Also i t  is  found everywhere in ones and twos, they nane \L Mag-
nesia Cathol icam, Sperm of the World,  the Seed of  the whole wor ld,  out

of  which al l  th ings have their  or ig in;  I ikewise i t  be of  a s ingular ly

wondorous bir th and form, has an unknowable and unfathomable character

and nature,  thus nei ther hot nor d=y, l ike the f i re,  nor cold.  and mois

l ike the water,  nor cold and dry,  I ike the earth,  but  a perfect  propor

ion of  a l l  e lements, '  i t  be also of  an indestruct ib le body, that  may be

touched by no element,  which reconci les al l  of  i ts  at t r ibutes as an
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indestruct ib le Quintessence in everything, even as the heavens over

the 4 elements and 4 qual i t ies;  I ikewise i t  be in outward bodi ly app-

earance, f igure,  shape and form, a stone and yet no stone, rather i t

compares more to a k ind.  of  gum or water;  They cal l  i t  a lso a water of

the great sea, a water of  l i fe,  y€d the purest  and most blessed water,

i t .  is however no wate:i  of the clouds or of a common spring-fount, but

rather a th ick,  st icky and sal ty one, also af ter  sundry examinat ions,

a d.ry one, that  does not wet the hands, or a dir ty water that  spr ings

fron the sal ty fatness of  the earth.  L j -kewise a twofold Mercur ium and

Azoth,  which is fed and nour ished by the lowest and highest,  vapours

of the celest ia l  and terrestr ia l  spheres,  mist  and sweat,  which also

burns in no f i re,  because i t  i tsel f  has in i t  a spark of  universal

f i re of  the Light of  Nature;  in addi t ion a celest ia l  spir i t  that  d iss-

olves al l  th ings,  wl th which i t  was blessed and anjmated by God from

the beginning, which,Avicenne cal ls the Soul  of  the World,  and of  which

he;says: Even as the soul  exists and moves and exj-sts in al l  e lemental

creatures,  i t  is  an inseparable union of  body and soul ,  the purest  and

noblest  essence, in which al l  secrets are concealed, fu l l  of  wondrous

power and vir tuet  i t  possesses also a div ine strength,  power and vir-

tue,  i t  j :s  that  Spir i t  of  the Lord,  that  f i l ls  up the f issures of  the

Earth,  and moved upon the face of  the waters in the Beginning; i t  is

also cal led the spir i t  of  t ruth,  h ic lden to the wor ld,  and without the

call  of the HOly Ghost r ot instruction from those that know j-t,  may be

nei ther grasped nor obtained (at ta ined);  that  is  in everything, in ever

realm according to i ts degree, but which is only in certain bodies

found in perfect ion.

In sum, such a spir i tual  substance, that  is  nei ther celest ia l  nor

infernal ,  but  rather a pleasant c lear pure substance, the f ixed mid.dle

between the lowest and the highest,  a lso the most eIect ,  and most pre-

cous under the heavens: I t  wi l l  not  be known by those who have no un-

derstanding of  i t ,  or  f i rst  begin wi th considerat ion of  val-ue, for  i t

is  the meanest of  a l l ,  and most unesteemed, y€d, as a rejected thing;

which however is sought by many, but found by few, may be found every-

where, col lected and taken, seen by everyone, but i ts separat ion known

by few. Now i t  is  certainly t rue,  what Salomon Tr ism. says:  NO perfec

t incture comes forth except f rom a true and perfect  root,  for  the beg-

inninn rr f  l -ho work is our solut ion,  nothing is brought about in the

work unless the semen of  man con' io ins wi th the femininiL, /  of  woman.

7.



Who is no\, /  desirous to at ta in to the t reasure of  the red l ion,  that

one must be able to draw the Sun out of the nountains, quench the sarne

with i ts heat wi th the l ion's blood, thus wi l l  the hidd,en spir i t  in-

crease in strength;  who wi l l  now at t ract  to hjmsel f  the l i t t le f ish,

Echneis or Remora Echeneis rernora "suckl ,ng f ish" of  Pl inyr Ers Phi lo-

sopisch vaterherz,  says,  that  one wi l r  f ind,  that  i t  turns in a nat-

ural  manner into a water,  and this into earth,  which,  i f  proper ly pre-

pared through the art fu l  secret  of  the sages, has the strength to dis-

solve al l  f ixed bodies;  to make the f ixed vo1at i le,  and to pur i fy aI I

d iseases bodies:  In the 3rd.  Chapter he says: I  say to you once more,

that our Matter is nothing else than the Earth,  but  not that  on which

we walk,  but  that  which hovers over our heads; the sages cal l  i t  their

Virgin Earth:  I t  is  the element which gives the Earth i ts or ig in;  br i -

ef ly to te l l :  f t  is  the noble Earth of  the earth of  the sages; whose

Father is the Sun, and. l r lother the Moon: I t  is  the fatness of  the min-

eral  earth,  or  noble spir i tual  and corporeal  essence, out of  which is

made the Mercury of  the Sages, the precious sal t  of  nature;  I t  is  the

true and conunon Mercury of the Sages, not however of the common folk,

namely quicksi lver.

One can seek and take this precj-ous l4atter in the caves, on the
plains and in the Mountains,  one f inds i t  in al l  the places of  the

inhabi ted Earth,  but  one should grasp and take i t ,  before the Sun has

had sight of  i t ;  Theophrastus says: Who takes not the Moon down from

heaven, to make water, and subsequently is able to bring the water

into an earth,  wi l l  never f ind the correct  Matter of  the Phi losopher 's

Stone. In the fo l lowing passage Hermes test i f ies plainly and clear ly:

In super t  or  t  sphaera

Est i .n medio f ront is yena

Quae est  regula

Pht losophorum pr ima.

From the or ig in and spr ing of  the Quintessence, ca1led: Olympus of

Earth,  Theophrastus speaks plainly,  which is the t rue Matter,  the t ing

ing key, the c lear sal t ,  soul ,  spir i t ,  body, water and f i re.

To advise f i rst  now, one f inds metals and minerals in no other plac
}.rrr  ^n ' l r r  in +he mountains,  and in the ground, where the mineral  watervu s vrrr ]  r r l  Lr

is  found admixed, the root which is found in f i re and water together
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with the Phi losophical  Matter,  and i t  cont inues to grow or l ie quieLLy,

seeking i ts own proper level .  This is the t rue Mater ia,  that  is  not

wet,  that  is  however an element and a water,  and is only one thing,

which may not be separated from i ts Earth,  for  i t  is  f rom the Earth,

for  i t  is  f rom the Earth,  the Earth is the nour ishment of  such l {ater ia;

i t  is  fu l l  of  spir i tual  l i fe;  celest ia l ,  terrestr ia l ,  magnet ic,  i t  i is

refreshed by the pure celest ia l  dew, the Earth harbors i t  and. is i ts

motherr  i t  existed from the beginning of  the wor ld,  th is Spir i t  which

attracts air ,  f i re,  and water and encloses al l  in one: The heavens are

adorned with many stars, the Sun and tvloon: This Materia cannot become

frui t fu l  wi thout the heavens'  cooperat ive help.  Also no single th ing

could l ive and endu::e,  i f  i t  d id not unceasingly receive th is celest ia l

Astral ,  Mater ia l ,  cooperat ive power,  th is spir i t  or  sal t :  AI I  l i fe come

down from above, each l i fe has i ts separate defect  in the root of  i ts

Spheres, i ts own sal t -spir i t ,  a l l  Metals,  vegetables and animals meet

in the center in agreement: Al l  l i fe comes down frorn above:

Because then al l  g i race, blessings, and gi f ts come down from above,

al l  th ings long for the l i fe-spir i t ,  at  f i rst  for  the water,  the water

for the earth and for the spir i t ,  that  they may both accompl ish their

ef fect ,  but  a l l  lay c la im to the heavens. Through f i re,  a i r ,  water

and' lspir i t  are al l  th ings composed, cul t ivated in an order ly fashion

and made frui t fu l ;  out  of  the same Massa goes forth our soul-sap upon

men, to whom it is revealed. And upon whom the guiding star fa1ls

that one wi l l  obtain th is t reasure and br: ing for th j - ts ef f icacious pow-

er. We know, that the water dwells within the earth, the water must

also become the earth,  and. i t  ascends out of  our Mater ia and becomes

a spi : : i tual  subt le creatu: :e.  f ts extract  and t incture,  is  a sal ty

essence, dr incombust ib le,  abiding f iery oi I ,  the key, that  unlocks

al l ,  and transmutes into i ts own l ikeness.

Thus water and earth must dwe1l cont inuously mj-xed together,  terr-

estr ia l  and celest ia l  intermingled, keeping company together wi th that

which must become water and spir i t ;  th is is now p1ain,  that  our Mater i i

is  a pure water,  a spir i t ,  a celest ia l  f i re,  a pure spir i tual ,  extract

ed sal t :  I t  is  born of  the sun, created beaut i fu l ly  pure and clear,

containing the indwel l ing f i re,  that  comes forth out of  the Div ine

essence, that  external ly is the greatest  poison, though internal ly the

highest good and medicine: First ly,  you must weII  pur i fT our l " later ia,

through water,  these two, as the earth and spir i t  mix weII  wi th the



seeds, make one ( th ing) to br ing for th the noble sal t -spir i t ,  because

without such Iv lagister ium sal is we accompl ish nothing, also I  would fur-

ther ad.vise you, that  everything that has been jo ined together once in

the beginning, should remain together,  and henceforth no longer be sep-

arable:  Because that which is below must become l ike that  which is ab-

ove, both come into One, and remain,  in ord.er to atLain perfect ion;  as

i t  became the earth,  so must i t  again become what i t  was in the beginn-

i tg,  namely water and spir i t ,  which must become locked into onei  other-

wise i t  does not take ef fect :  In another place says Theophrastus:  I t

is  a f iery l iv ing water i ,  the Phi losophie v iscosa, that  c l imbs the moun-

tains and fal ls down into deep val leys,  seek i ts fountainhead, thus

you have the power to t inge, to work great wonders, in medicines and

in the metals:  Therein is made clear,  that  i t  is  the internal  great

power of  the Sun alone, whose f i re is the s ingle celest ia l  f i re,  that

has the power and might to work great miracles.

Now this is taught by the s incere phi losophers,  that  a div ine f i re

is enclosed in the Solor Archoeus, which is only ent j -ced forth by means

of the t rue phi losophical  key,  i t  is  a water and a f iery beam, th is

works at  and resolves al l  that  is  h idden, wi thout force and labour;  I t

contains everything within i tsel f ,  i t  is  the beginning and the end, a

celest ia l  dew, the uni ted Matr ix,  the quickening growing power,  that

consumes soul ,  spir i t  and body and is regienerated again:  Without th is

sap and rays of  the sun, go1d. 's inhabi tant can nei ther be seen nor cap-

tured. f t  is  only a s ingular essence, a s ingle root,  a s ingle univer-

sal ,  that  can mingle wi th al l  th ings,  and at t ract  to i tsel f  that  which

is of  value: I f  a l l  th ings did not partake of  th is,  they would be in a

state of  nothingness (nihi l ium);  I ta la i i  says f igurat ively:  The roots

of i ts Minera be in the air ,  and the earth in the height,  and when i t

is  pul led up by i ts root,  so is heard a f r ight fu l  sound, and a great

fear fo l lows af terward.

Here learn to understand, that  when the rays of  the Sun reach the

volat i le damp earth,  sal t  or  sal tpeter,  thence ar ise l ightning and

thunder.  Therefore one must catch the atoms soon, ere they vanish.

In Ltbro Sqfurnf , is  said:  Our Stone is known to al l ,  i t  is  thrown

upon the open path,  everyone can have i t  who knows how to capture i t .

Mundus in Turba: You should t rouble yourselves nei ther wi th the put-

t ing together of  many things, nor wi th those things which the Phi losop

ers have set in their  books; for  the secret  of  the t ruth is a s ingle

IO



nature,  and that has hidden i t  in i ts bel ly,  invis ib ly,  and is known

only by the sagesz Alphidfus,  in Turba: I t  is  a stone, a nature,  a jo in-

i .g,  a vessel  for  the whi te and red, to make i t  straight.

Rosarfus says: I t  is  only a stone, namely our Phi losophical  So1ar

Water,  our one true wdy, a medicine which adds nothing external ly,  but

nonetheless somet$ing is accompl ished thereby, for  th is one removes

the superf lu i t ies in the preparat ion;  for  i f  something external  were

to be ef fected, the work would be i rmnediately disturbed, and nothing

that is sought would be obtained therefrom.

Art lotus.  says:  Who would foI low af ter  the t ruth should take the sun'

heat, and the froth of the moon. Hamis in Turba: If  you would take the

Sulphur and Argent Vive,  each in i ts natural  wdy, so you must al loy the

two, for the r ight measur:e and proport ion is total ly unknown to human

understanding, and next cook these substances to a th ick je l ly .  Johann
de Monte Raphatm, 28 says: The Tincture has been universal  f rom the beg-

inning, €rs i t  st i l l  moved upon the waters,  but  af terwards became speci f

ied,  and from thence to be found in aI I  th ings of  the four Nature-king-

domsr €IS Astral ,  Animal,  Vegetable,  and Mineral ,  but  in part icular i t

is  to be found in the Astral  k ingdom, the best in the sun. 34 says a

wise man, such a water is to be drawn out of  the rays of  the Sun and

the Moon, in a wonderful  manner,  by a ski l l fu l  iv laster of  Art :  This rar-

i f ied Water is a } laterial compared to the Light, a Forma compared to

the Created or E1emental ,  but  i t  is  i tsel f  an Astral  Substance, and a

Tincture of al l  natural things. How now to make manifest this tr ' later

as a celest ia l  Mater ia and terrestr ia l  Forma, which i t  was formerly,

that  stands once again in great secret :  ONe perceives something there-

from, when one handles that Body such that i t  nei ther becomes so heavy

nor remai.ns as i t  was previously;  th is must be considered wel l .

In order that  no one may complain that  I  have not fu l f i l led my pro-

mise, I  want ' to point  out  some more sincere teachings.

Evidence of  Nature says: GOD has created mankind in his image, but

i t  deviates so far f rom Nature,  that  for  that  reason Nature addresses

the fanci fu l  worker thus:  You have nei ther Art  nor the correct  Mater ia

nei ther throry nor knowledge nor my acknowledgement,  you chur l ish asse

break glasses, char coals so that the fumes make you l ightheaded, you

cook alum, saI t ,  aur ip ig:ment,  chimneysoot,  boi l  b lack barren metals,

at tempt to separate and dist i l l  great and smal l ,  and require var ious

vessels and furnaces. I  am ashamed of  your fo l ly ,  for  you sicken me
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with your brimstone smoke; you presume through your strongly burning

f i re to f ix  the Ar igent v ive,  but that  is  only the ordinary volat i le,

and not the same thing out of  which I  make a metal ;  i f  you don' t  go

another wdy, you pe:rf o::m nothing, because you do not understand my

Act: I t  is better fon you to stay your actions, than for you to per-

fo:rm so much daubing through dissolut ion,  d ist i l tat ion,  separat ion,

cohobat ion,  a lembics,  cucurbi ts,  and pel icans: You wi l l  never make

Argent vtve coagulate thus:  You need for your v iv i f icat ion to reverber-

ate,  f i re,  and that se hot,  that  everything f lows; but at  the end you

spoi l  i t ,  and others.wi . th.you, i f  you don' t  enter into my smithy in

which I '  forge metals 'wi thout ceasing within the earth:  For in there

wil l  you see the lvlatter: with which f work, and the method of my work.

Think not that  I  wi l l  reveal  you my secrets,  i f  you do not seek the

growing seed of  metals,  animals & vegetables:  These which are ent i re ly

within my Power, one concerning so much the Eeneration, the other so

much the nut:: i t ion.

The lvleta1s have only the Spir i t ,  Vegetables the Life, the Animals

sensibi l i ty ,  which i .s ' . rno: :e than growth.  f  make Metals,  Stones and

Attraments, out of the Elements, which I bring into a Mixture and

f i rst  Composi t ion,  in the Bel ly of  the Earth,  you nbed not seek for

such elsewhere. The vegetables maintain their  seeds, & Forms, through

the same. In the same way also the Anjmals bear their  l ikeness. Each

performs i ts proper of f ice,  wi thout fa lsehood.

You Wicl ied lvIan, & would be Wise Worker! You differ from me more

than al l  other creatures do; The Metals have no l i fe,  yet  st i l l  some

nourishment to grow, to become green r or to increase; they have no

b::eeding seeds, therefore they also do not procreate their  k ind;  they

are fashioned in the beginning out of  the substance of  the 4 Elements,

from these f p::oduce them. They and the stones have nothing more than

the Spir i t ,  a l l  s tones are br i t t le,  a l l  metals mal lable,  af ter  their

fusion part ly f ixed, and f i t  for  the hammer.  GoId & Si lver however,

receive great perfect ionthrough art fu l  pur i f icat ions,  the others how-

ever are so much the irnpurer; For their Argentum Vivum is too raw,

their  earthly Sulphur is too combust ib le i  because the same Mater ia

has no good Formr so the sane l i letal  a lso cannot be pur i f ied;  I  ordain

everything thus, that  each br ings forth i ts form, af ter  the Mater ia

i  c  nr l ro
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Would you l ike to know, how I  obtain the Mater ia f rom each thing,

so I  say to you, that  I  f i rst  open the Chamber of  ny high subt le sec-

: :ets,  and seek the next Mater iam, ds to make a Mineral :  This f  take

out of  the Box of  my four Elements,  and such is a beginning seed, which

has in i tself an essential Form, Composed in sfunplicity prepared and

well ordained, to t: :ansrnute the four into ONE; Tru1y FIRE, tr{ATER,

AfR, and EARTH; so i t  is  a Universal  Bir th t  oy ordinary Cathol ic th ing,

Then I  g ive i t  my metal l ic  ar t  through my Goodness & art ,  therefrom

Metals become pur?e, and impu::e, hard and soft; f  draw such Matter out

of the elements, & carry i t  through length of t ime from the f irst to

the next tr)roper l , laterta1, frorn which I rnake my Minerals: After i t  goes

f onth into Sulphu:: and Me:gcury, which runs into metal; not however

such Mercu::y as you see as the Vulgar lvlercury; through its quali ty,

i t  is able to tranmute the one into the other by i ts own proper nat-

ure ( the vulgar into the Phi losophic Mercury):  Each Mater ia goes

through the put:uefaction and strong Corruption, by means of Privatj-on

fnorn i ts f irst Fo::mr and puts on a new one, through natural warmth,

which the Materia' l  has in i tself,  and is awakened. by the heavensi with

gent le FIRE, so I  know to make, I  g ive f inal ly a Form, which the Mat-

er ia receives gladlyr  a.nd puts on.

In th is fashion (-Pnivat ion,  Form & Mater ia)  are my Mater ia received

f::om above the Principal and Beginnings.

My Lord, the C::eator has corunanded me, that I (as his hand-servant)

transnute the fou:: Elements from the Universal Materia, through my opel

ation & ad.ministration, and bring al l  mineral forms under a conrmon or

Unive::sal form: Likewise I carry through my natural Art the SUN in

24 hours around the circumference of  the earth,  which never ceases

to st i r  a warmth, through i ts mot ion in every element;  s imi l iar ly

also the 8 Spheres, & the 7 PLANETS; and their FATHER the Primum Mob-

i le,  wi th whom a1l  the other spheres t ravel  about.

Now further,  the comrnon gold and si lver is such a perfect  Metal ,

and a1I imperfect Metals come forth from the l" lercury, therefore al l

Phi losophers caI I  i t  a Mother of  the Metals,  and i t  fo l lows therefrom,

a twofold metal l ic  substance be in i t :  Fi rst ly,  the substance which

enter Luna, & also the SUN, is such a Metal  to which others are not

si :n i l iar ;  f rom this DOUBLE SUBSTANCE (REBIS) is formed the Phi losoph-

in: l  Marnrrrrr  whiCh Spir i tUal  eSSenCe is in i tS BODY; So Soon aS the!^e5 vq! ]
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nature of  th is Iv lercury is formed from the double Spir i t r  so he des-

i red to form i t  perfect ly,  and make i t  corporeal ,  which cannot occur

without i t .  When now this double Spir i t  rouses, says Flamel,  and

the double spermat ic Seed awakensr so they long to receive their

part icular BODY; then their l" lother the Ivlercury must die; vainglorious

alchemists say indeed, that  one must & should make perfect  & imper-

fect bodies into a f lowing l{ercury; that this then be the true Sub-
ject  of  Phi losophy: But th is is empty f raud; who however jo ins to-

gether the SUN and MOON through the tnue Mercury, so this one makes

al l  imperfect  Metals perfect .

The Phi losophers have a Garden, wherein the SUN is wi thout ceas-

i*9, morning and evening, DAY and NIGHT always, together with a

sweet DEW, by which i t  is  spr inkled, and feeds the trees and FRUITS

that have been planted therein;  which receive their  proper nour ish-

ment f rom pleasant pastures,  th is happens from day to duy; they be-

come strong and mighty,  wi thout ceasing at  the least  in one yearr  €rs

they otherwise would not have done in 1000 years,  in the place where

they fo:=ner ly stood, where they suffered the cold.

Via Ver i  totus te l ls :  These are the corporeal  Matter,  which is

evident to us as FIRE and WATER: These sarne corporeal Elements are

nothing else,  but an assistance to the Essence of  the Etements,  by
which they may be brought natural ly to their  h ighest Degree: For

they have called the eremental FrRE our suN, and the Liquid our

MooN, wherewith the Alchemists and sophists may deceive,  because
they never think about the truth of the Matter, but always suppose

i t  must be drawn out of  the bodies:  But the Sages have therefore

named i t  corpora,  because our water,  evident,  palpable and tangible,

and the Elemental  Water & Fire is spj-r i tual  and invis ib le.  They

teach & show the true Mater iam and Substance, but on the contrary

there is not more than one true Subject  and a s ingle Mothod of  Pro-

cedure.

Now I should think, that enough has been spoken of the true and

most sui table matter,  I  would f rom thence at  least  speak of  the

Preparat ion,  or  natural  WORKING, so then of  i ts  FERMENT, and Use,

with which everyone can be sat isf ied.

Many have the Matter,  you know; but you dorr ' t  know i ts v i r tue;

And i f  you already knew i ts v i r tue,  that  doesn' t  help you, i f  you

don' t  a lso know i ts ef fect  and Operat ion:  One cannot at ta in i ts
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effect  wi thout God's Inspirat ion,  or  a t rue Adepts direct ion and in-

struct ion.  Rhodfonus says: In th is WORK of the Alchymy many go ast-

xdY, few at ta in to Perfect ion.  Hermes, in Turba indicates i ts sub-
ject :  The Subt le airy DAM.PNESS, wi th a watery,  and the Watery wi th

an earthry dryness, are thus jo ined and put together,  that  they may

scarcely or never be parted from one another, and then only with the

most subt le understanding of  the Art ist :  He is Blessed! Who possesses

such understanding, such to perform.

For without this separation al l  Alchemists have endeavoured fruit-

lessly,  because in th is separat ion or icooking is found such a great

and heavy di f f iculLy,  and the ignorant one supposes he must br ing

forth sart ,  sulphur and Mercury,  separate,  pur i fy,  and put together

again,  but  that  isn ' t  i t ,  & st , i l l  fewer should be: Therefore no one
or hardly anyone, of  a l1 the Phi losophers in the wor1d, can br ing i t

to fruit;  therefore no one should boast that he Knows the STONE,

that he knows how to separate the abovementioned Humidity and. damp-
ness in the sroNE, and to separate,  that  is ,  to put asunder the re-
mainder,  and to make i t  out  of  WATER, EARTH, and SALT.

Who now knows how to make this separation, and can natural ly unite

the purer parts,  namely the Airy,  spir i tual ,  and most subt le,  and makr

out of  the same a Medicine: He wi l l  be a SEEKER of th is precious per-

fect ion.

Morienus. teaches the Alchemist ,  when he says: This is th is th ings

root,  that  who wishes to learn th is same, he f i rst  must receive his

instruct ion f rom a master teacher,  s ince the master teacher must

make some EXPERIMENTS for him: For there are manv hindrances in this

Art :

1.  The lv lat ter  should be gathered at  the r ight  TI I4E, and scarcely

when the rain goes out to pasture:  For al though such can be gathered

at al l  t imes, th is however is not so powerful  or  wel l  to have at  a l l

t imes.

2.  This must be wel l  preserved, unt i l  putrefact ion.

3.  Af ter  th is i t  must be prepared to a natural ,  and not a Soph-

ist ical  Essence, ds the Alchemist  know to perform without hands, or

art i f  ic ia l  ovens, horsed.ung, charcoal ,  or  lamp-f  i re.

5.  The vessel  should be thick,  f i rm, wel l - jo ined, and have no

cracks.

6.  the SeaI of  Hermes, wi th which Nature could & may perform i ts
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funct ion f rom the beginning unt i l  the End, is to be made roosery,

i f  not, then so the Radicale l{umidum should not have enough space

and air to be able to throw off the Superfluous & Heterogeneous t.hing

ever?y th ing should stand st l l l ,  and putrefy sooner,  and is condensed

and dr ied in i tsel f .  Each one has their  own just  and f i rm ldea, how

such could,  should,  and may be occur.

I {ermes, Theophrastus,  Rosar ius and yet others say:  Al though our

STONE holds i ts Tincture natural ly wi th in i tsel f ,  s ince i t  is  per-

fect ly created in the body of  the'Magnesio ( lode-stone),  that  is ,

of the earth; but however i t  has not the Motive or motion within

i tsel f ,  that  a perfect  El ix i r  comes out of  i f ,  unless i t  would be

prepared and moved thr:ough A::t and Effect.

From thence says a Phi losopher,  SON: Pul l  i ts  shad,ow from out of

the whip-marks.  For that  reason such an ef fect  is  necessary to us,

how you look at  a chi ld,  which arr ives at  i ts  creat ion,  is  born per-

fect ly,  but  however is imperfect ;  what arr ives to the ef fect ,  is

above al l  to be nurtured: Therefore through the Art this should be

accompl ished, what has been omit ted or forsaken by Nature,  and in the

STONE the t incture is to be bettered, more than i t  is  in i ts nature:

From thence says Bor i .e l  lus:  Nothing is made out of  the Elements,  wi th

out a Regiment,  prepared with highest purpose: Some think i t  wel l

done, i f  they enclose the Mater ia in a vessel ,  and hang i t  in the

air  in the shade, where there is no windr or bury i t  in the earth,

wi th at tent ion to certain months,  days and hours,  & the advantageous

course of  the planets and STARS; that  thus Nature performs al l  the

rest :  And thus the REGII I IEN LAPIDUS,be nothing else than an order ing

of advantageous place and t ime: Which lets i tsel f  be seen i f  they

had d,one thus; because they see, that  the Metals i tsel f  in the earth,

as also the STONES, Minerals and growing things ate to be brought to

their  consunmation through heat and vir tue that is caused by the

celest ia l  bodies:  The more, Rosar ius says:  You have enough, i f  you

have nour ished the Mater ia correct ly external ly.  For i t  can produce

suff ic ient  chang:es in i tsel f  toward perfect ion:  For i t  has the mot-

ion s leeping in i tsel f ,  af ter  i ts  own measure,  and a better and more

certain disposi t ion,  than can be conceived by a man, in the creat ion

and generat ion of  a th ing. Therefore must such a preparat ion be in

i -he Macrcsfcrw 6f  Phi losophy. For as Nature is not hindered through
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the contrary:  Thus i t  cannot exceed i ts s jmi lar  mot ion before i t .

has the t ime to become pregnant,  to bear,  to nour ish,  and to operate.

From this is concluded, that  the Phi losophers would have & say,

the COOKING of the STONE must occur by the warmth of the SUN.

That the Year must be divided. into 4 Times, and conunand the

STONE to rule af ter  the changings, says Zenon, in Turba: The Year

is div ided into 4 div is ions.  First  is  the WINTER, cold and moist .

2nd. The SPRING, warm and moist .  3rd.  The SUMMER, warm and dry.

4th.  The AUTUMN, cold and dry.  In th is way one should govern the

two natures. From thence says Morienes: Our whole l" lagesterium is

nothing else than a drawj-ng of the water out of the EARTH, and that

one pours the same over the EARTH, or a such operation.

Mundus, says:  These two, namely MAN and WIFE, father and mother,

the rays of  the sun and moon made f inely whi t ish in the vessel ,  &

beseech Almighty God Basely, that you see this STONE mixed, then

cook i t ,  draw the SouI out of  i t  by degrees, see i t  the Stone has

become black,  i f  i t  is  thus,  so has i t  been done correct ly,  i f  not ,

so govern i t  wi th the Judicous Juice,  so long unt i l  i t  is  covered

with the greatest  b lackness, th is is the whole secret .

NATUREA. After the PUTREFACTION occurs the GENERATION, through

the internal incombustible warmth, therewith to heat up the cold of

the Argent v iv i ,  which suffers so much, that  i t  becomes one with

i ts Su1phur.  This is hel-d wi th in a vessel ,  Fire,  Air ,  and Water:

I  take these in the earthly vessel  and let  them nemain,  in a s ingle

oven, then I  cook, dissolve and subl imate them, wi thout hammer,

tongs or Coal ,  wi thout coal ,  fumes, f i re,  and waterbath,  and with-

out Sophist ic ia l  Ovens: For I  have my heavenly FIRE, which awakens

the elementalr  dccording as the Matter desires a sui table FORM.

Thus I draw my Argent viva out of the 4 Elements, and its Matter

that at t racts i ts Sulphur at  once, which i t  heats & at t racts:  Then

the cold becomes warm, and the dry moist ,  Mark however,  that  the

moi,st  is  not wi thout i ts dryness, and the dry is not wi thout i ts

moistness, for  one is retained by the other in i ts f i rst  Essence, '

which in the Essent ia l  Elementary,  the Spir i t  and the f i f th Essence,

from which our chi ld takes i ts bir th.

The f i re bears and nour ished i t  in the air ,  f i rst  of  a l l  hewever

i t  putref ies in the Virgin Earth:  Af terward the water comes forth,

so we must seek that which is the f i rst  MATTER, f rorR which I  begin
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A coni l :ary th ing opposes the other contrary wi th v io lence, and

hardens i tsel f  in such a manner,  that  i t  is  not  taken away by the

Operat ion.  Then is the passive th ing t ransmuted, and i ts Form taid

ba:re, through desi:re fon the MATTER, which perpetually puts on a

new Forrn.

I Govern the Pri:nurn lrtobile through my wisdom, ily hands are the

8 Spheres, as my Father has ordained, i ly  hammers are the 7 Planets,

wi th which I  forge such beaut i fu l  th ings:  The I4ATTER, f rom which I

make my WORK, v lz.  STONES, METALS, TREES, HERBS, rat ional  and i r rat-

ional  ani :nals,  and in general  a l l  th ings which the heavens enclose,

I take alone from the 4 Elements: The CIIAOS or HYLE is the f irst

I {ATTER: This is the Mistress who gladdens the KING, QUEEN, and al l

the court iers:  The Knight is ever ready in i ts place, and the cham-

ber-maid sees to her charges. The more magnif ic ient  the FORM is,

the more magnif ic ient ly f  show mysel f  therein:  And I  know, that  I

have the Power to give the Essence to al l  Essences; to keep them

continually, and to awaken the FORM in the MATERIA.

Mark the three things, into which GOD in the beginning divided

the f i rst  MATTER; f rom the f i rsL and purest  part ,  he fashioned Cheru-

bim & Seraphim, and every angel ,  f rom the second not so pure parts,

he fashioned the heavens and their issues, from the third and im-

pure part  the Elements wi th their  propert ies;  First1y,  the FIRE, whic

precedes the others in v i r tue,  th is he put into the heights under

the moon, i t  has no Corrupt ion in i tsel f ,but  rather i t  has the pure

part  of  the Quintessence: After th is he made the subt le Air ,  and

puts into i t  part  of  the Quintessence also,  but not so much as into

the FIRE: After th is fo l lowed the vis ib le Element of  WATER, which

has as much of  the Fi f th Essence, as i t  has occasion for,  af ter  the

water f inal ly the EARTH: However such al l  and the whole of  Nature,

of  which I  am the f i rst  creature:  He created in an instant:  The

EARTH he made thick and opaque, but f ru i t fu l ,  th is holds in i tsel f

the Least of  the Fi f th Essence.

In the beginning also the Elements stood only plainly and simply
in +hair  cnhasss, thus the Air  is  MOIST, the FIRE helps i t :  Thevt/^rv.

WATER i .s cold,  and moist ,  which I4OISTNESS is taken from the Air :

The EARTII  is  dry,  and cold,  and takes the cold.ness from the water,

but on account of  i ts  great dryness i t  approaches FIRE. The f i re

is the most important Element,  and Gives LIFE, and through i ts



warmth i t  causes g4owth; Now should I .  a lsq te l l  yoUr tha!  thege i ts

no Elernent that  does'not wo::k in the ethersr thus. ,  that  one werkirg,

the tolepating: The FIRE works in the AIR' the AI\ tn the !:IATERI

the WATER Works i 'n the AIR and EARTH., i f  the PIRE causes the work-,

ings,. The EARTH is'a mother and Nourishe.:e of al l  thingg, & eyeryr.

thing which may go rande.n the heavens in the corzquplionf and giyes

them the warmth without ceasi 'ng in her belly, i t  nourishe.s. them,

after the bir th;  so.much power has GOD giyen me, that  f .br ing the

tr 'our Elements b.ack agai.n into the Fifth pssence, wtr, ich. one. then cqlls

the f ivst MATTER,, which. is mixed in each_ one of the Elene.nts: Alone

in me its the POWER to transrnute the Elernents in th.eir Forrns; who

holds oth.e.:rwise Isr n1i)s'tai<en; I am it, thet formed th.e. CBEATURES-f

and gives them Natlrre, attr ibgte and UeTTER; The S are.t has been

given to me aIone., 4nd to po other l ' lan.

MY SON I would telI yota yet a t::ue wo.rd, nan4e.ly that !h.e w^hqle

WORK i 's .made by.a s ingle,  ogdinagy, cern/non, uni . ted,  wl th i tse. l f
I , IATTER, in a single we.11--sealed vessel, 4nd a p.ingle oven; I. t  hes
everything in I t ,  which is necessa::y. for  p+rfeet ign,  and is f in ished
by a single ReEirnen of th,e FIgE,

lrlho now knows. the coZrect MATTER, prepares the sAne alsq ln q

well-sealed vessel, and puts everything pgope::Iy -I:nto i ts 9VEN,
that one need. no lonEeir d.elay the WORK.

Forisake al l  Sophistic Processes, let be the.it f  Various ovens and

vessels:; Iet go thei:r horse-dung, their wood and COAI! FIRE' s.Bch is

total ly unnecess'ary';  let stand the Metals and, oth.ers, rather Lrans-

mute the Elements into a changeable form, whieh is of  the magnif icent

Phi losophical  I4ATTER, which the ignorant throw'awayt i t  ls  l i lke the

substance of  Lhe GOLD, but unl ike the Essence: Inr /er t  the Ele4ents,

so you wil l  f ind what you seek: I think. that you should. Sublrrqate

the f ixed, and f ix the Subli :nate.

So take now'Argentum Vivum, which is mi:<ed with i ts l iy ing Sul=

phr l r ,  do everyth- ing in a s ingle wel l -sealed Vessel ,  in a s ingle

oven, which is f i l led to the 3: :c1.  palr t ,  set  i t  over the FIRE of the

Phi losophe::s,  beware, that  i t  does not become smoky. Do i t  thqs,

and t tust  me, forsake for that  reason MY'SON al l  other Species,  and

take not the IvIATTER, f: :om which the MINERALS begin, more I wiII  not

say to you, but I  swear to you truthful ly,  that  you must fo l low me

and Nature:
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I f  you put the eggs under the hen to be hatchedr So i t  is  not

necessary that  one girows the sane; thus you should also not grow

your Matter or Mercury,  but  rather take i t , ,  and put wi th i ts l ike-

ness, which is the FIRE, in the ASHES, which is the STRAW, in a

single GLASS, which is the NEST, wi thout other th ings, in a proper

oven, which is the HOUSE; So that therefrom, a young Bird,  which

wi l l  heal  a l l  i l lnesses, through i ts blood, and sat isfy you for

food from i ts FLESH, f rom i ts feathers wi l l  i t  c lothe you, and pro-

tect  you from the co1d.

Rep1y of  the Alchemist :  Thus have Thou Nature,  Ied me onto the

True Path, I  thank Thee for that, I  know that al l  My I^IORKS are f i t

for  nothing, metal l ic ,  mineral ,  vegetable,  animal,  and other th ings,

many ovens, AQUA FORT, soot,  ordinary dissolut ions,  d ist i l lat ions,

horse dung and COAI-FIRE, serve nothing with each other: Thy BOOKS

yea wi l l  I  read di l igent ly,  and fol low Thine example,  for  that  is

the surest  WAY, i f  I  fo l low Thee. For the Art  comes forth f rom Thee

alone, al though i t  goes forth somewhat s lowly;  on account of  th is,

however,  I  wi l l  not  spend t ime uselessly,  so I  would rather begin the

WORK today than tomorrow, and take it  under my hands.

First ly,  to str ive af ter  the Matter,  which wi l l  g ive me the beaut-

i fu l  Argentum Viva, by means of  th ine ef fect ive div is ion;  such would

I  do,  in a wel l -sealed clean vessel ,  and put under an oven, which

has been surrounded by A WALL: Then thou Nature wil l  know to do the

WORK furtherr  ds i t  ought:  I  g ive honest thanks therefore to THEE,

for a1l  ARTS, that  thou hast given me, and to make thine INHERITANCE

such a high good.

I  wi l l  fo l low thy Teachings, that  I  may acquj-re th is Noble Tinct-

ure f rom t i re Elements,  by means of  d iv ine assistance, and thy HeIp.

Part  2 of  the t r {aterstone of  the Wise. Therefore,  i f  you meditate

with yoursel f  in ser iousness in your Oratory,  and recognize the MATTI

also have i t  at  hand, so nay you then apply yoursel f  in the Laborator

and br ing i t  under your hand with proper Work,  and make a start .
E' i re{- ] r r  . 'Ou must take the Same Oft-ment iOned }4ATTER, Or PRIMUMJ

ENS, which the Phi losophers also cal l  the highest Good of  Nature;

dissolve before aI I  th ings,  and dj-ssolve and pur i fy i t  f rom al l  i ts

AQUOSITY, and Earthiness, because in the beginning i t  appears to be

an earthly feculent body, a sharp,  v iscous, s l imy, and cloudy-wdtere,
r l - . i  

- -  ^  1 ^^ !Lrtrrry,  qrDv 
'ake away from i t  i ts  dark and thick-clouded treasure,
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with which i t  is  obscured, thereafter such through further Subl im-

at ions,  i ts HEAT and internal  SOUL which is hidd.en in i t ;  d iv ide i t

and separate i t  out ,  that  i t  may be brought into a love1y essence:

This happens however,  through the great cathol ic sea-water,  which

through i ts swif t ,  even f ly ing ebb and f Iood, waters the whole c i r -

cumference of  the earth,  and makes frui t fu l ,  and therefore is so

beaut i fu l ,  sweet,  cIear,  br ight ,  and shining, that  i t  is  to be looked

upon with admirat ion.  Far higher & more beaut i fu l  than gold or s i l -

ver,  or  a carbuncle,  or  d iamonds lustre;  which blessed water also

holds together in i ts aforesaid MATTER, namely,  The Phi losophical

Sal t  of  the Wise.

I f  you now preserve this,  i t  is  a good tast ing,  good smel l ing

sart ,  subt le,  a i ry sort ,  that  i f  i t  should stand in the air ;  wourd.

disappear,  unless i t  is  f ixed of  i tsel f .  so you should take the

waters & div ide into 2 parts,  out  of  the 2nd. part ,  d iv ide into 3
parts,  and careful ly preserve them. coagurate t i l I  dry,  the f i rst
part  (or  hal f ) ,  when this occurs,  imbibe the reserved lst .  th i rd
part ,  & again coagulate i t ,  t i l l  i t  is  again d=y; the 2nd. 3rd.
part  is  a lso imbibed a coagulated t i l l  dry as afore;  d iv ide the last
remaining 3rd. port j-on into 7 egual parts, and soak youx earth or
sal t  as of ten as i t  becomes dry,  unt i l  the 1ast Seventh imbibi t ion

and soaking, i f  i t  f lows on a red-hot piece of  metal  wi thout smoke,
and penetrates,  i t  is  good; i f  not ,  you must imbibe i t  wi th f resh

milk so long, unt i l  i t  is  f ixed and penetrates as oul  in leather into

the Metal ;  as of ten as you imbibe your sal t ,  put  the glass into the
oven, and give i t  a graduated FIRE, that  is gent le,  cont inual  ,  a j - ry,

moisL, whose warmth penetrates l ike a hen over her eggs. The Phi lo-

sophical  FIRE, (Fire of  the wise) is no metal l ic  or  e lemental ,  but

only an essent ia l  FfRE, i t  can also be wel l  named Divine. The Phi lo-

sophical  f i re is also cal led AQUA MERCURII ,  and in t ruth,  i t  is  the

same FIRE' which the Israel i tes used for their  burnt  of fer ing,  Ers i t

stands to be read in the J.st .  Chapter of  the other BOOK of the MACCA-

BEEST of colours and other th ings, i t  is  bet ter to keep si lent  than

to speak, s ince this only causes di f f icul ty and error,  but  in the

Pract ice i t  is  not  so.

When the Sal t  of  the Wise, or Phj- losophers Stone has gone through

i ts 7 reddenings, and has been f ixed, th is can be fermented with 3
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parts Sol  pur i f ied by Ant imony, or 3 parts lunae, in a strong cru-

cible in a f ree f i re,  for  3 or 4 days in f lux,  so wi l l  the metal

not only appear broken, thru the acceptance of  the Tincture in ei ther

sol  or  luna, and whose vi , r tues are mult ip l ied in the body of  e i ther

sol  or  luna, to t ransnute other imperfect  metals into SoI or luna,

to t ransmute other imperfect  inetals into Sol  or  luna, ds according

whether SoI or luna was mult ip l ied.  I t  is  f i rst  t inged, and through

i tsel f  to t inge othe::s.  Thus here the saying appl ies:  "Nothing t inge

unless i t ,  f i rst  be t inged."

The t ime in whj-ch the S'tone can be f inished, Do one can determine,

the cautious and mindful know how to perform this work. For truly

very much is laid thereon, to make the Sal Philosophorum natural ly,

and to him thru strong and g::eat f ire his t inging and growing art is

kept up and not chased away.

f  would gather th is th ing together br ief ly,  wr i te c lear ly,  and

repeat,  who has ears to hear,  who has eyes to see: I  cannot possibly

tend to each and every onei although I would be pleased to know the

esteemed and honesL-hea::ted Men, near and far, and I would gladly

obl ige his quest ions;  but I  a lone cannot know each ones mind and in-

tent ionr so I  must,  against  my wi l l  remain Si lent .

It  serves everyone to know, that presently I l ive quite alone

with no companions. And since the good fr iend is seen no more, I

stand with no single-true-possessor in acquaintance: Al though some

are certainly found in the Nether lands: But f  should be so happy, to

be able to enjoy the acquaintance or f r iendship of  one and the other,

and would heart i ly  re jo ice thereof.

vol-  mrz ' i  n+snl  is  constant ly and Cont inual ly to serve God and my

Neighbour.

Beloved Readerl God knows that to serve everyone, I would gladly

do so, fu l l  of  good wi11, i f  only I  had the spir i tual  g i f t  of  God,

to be able to examine and observe each one's heart ,  mind and incl in-

at ion;  whether bej-ng worthy or not.  For th is reason I  have wri t ten

this l i t t le t reat ise,  ds a good fr iend.,  dt  the bidding from Abbve,

and caused i t  to be publ ished. Perhaps some God-given Man wi l l  f ind.

what he seeks, and what he otherwise may wish for.

To speak with br ief  words,  o l r r  beginning Subject  is  nei ther BODIL'

nor ani :nal ,  vegetable nor mineral ,  or  anything else that can or may

come forth f rom these, but,  rather in t ruth,  a pure sof t  Ast : :a l  Ess-

ence. For at l  three nature-Kingdoms are yea in each, and al though
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each does have as much as i t  needs of  the Universal  Spir i t ;  though

i t  is  st l l l  not  capable of  i :npart ing i t  to other bodies.  Men generate

Men, seed, a vegetables lheir  l ike:  Metals and minerals however have

no Art  of  mult ip ly ing,  but so soon as they break themselves of f  f rom

their  stem, or are tor .mented by f  i re,  their  Tinging Spir i t  or  growing

Art  d isappears,  & no art ist  is  l ikely to catch th is Spir i t .  However,

to help these Art ists & to advise,  I  have brought up enough. Consider

di l igent ly what FIammeI says:  Many have sought i t  in lead and t in,

othens. in steel  and copper,  st i l l  more in s i lver and^ Mercury,  I  how-

ever have sor:ght and found it  in the GOLD: But I say to you, were you

able to obtain and have the Tincture-Essence (.the Center of the Macro-

cosm) so you are I9ASTER oyer everything. Now each stands free to grasp

it whenever he wil1, for i t  is yet uniyersal in the abovementioned. sin-

gle S\rbject. Fo:i this reason it  is named the Tinctura Aurum Physicum

olt Tincturea-Physicor?um. Without the Aurum Physicum no ord.inary gold

is able to grow: Fon one sees at  f j - rst ,  that  ordinary gold and si lver

not only dissolves In ou::  L iquor wi thout c lashing and crashing, but

a: :e also increased in weight.

I 'have said,  that  who would have the Universal  Stone, also must have

and Fnow the Qne t::ue lJniversal Materia, othe.rwise he would err, as so

manY' othe::s'.  One makes no shoes out of Paper, st i l l  f  ewer make houses

or walls out of snow. Thus it  must & should, be something, wherefrom

al l  the three Kingdoms.have taken their  or ig in,  growth,  and cont inuance

I want to say th is once rnore:  I t  is  cal led ou::  Aqua Mercur i i ,  Spir i tus

conservator omnium rierum, our Electrrrn rninerale j :mmaturum. Our Life,

and perfect ion of  a l l  th ings,  our Single ONE: Ou::  FIRE, WATER, AIR &

EARTH, our Sal Metal lonsn, our SaI Philosophorum, our SUN and MOON:

l l i t rum Phi losophorum, WIND, MISTr ' .dtrd CELESTIAL DEW.

Pr:esent ly you wi l l  ask;  How e where should I  get  such, f rom where,

through what,  wi th what? tv lany authors have wri t ten of  th is:  Nei ter ,

Theophrastus,  Basi l ius,  I le lvet ius,  Aureum Vitulum, Digby, Sendivogius

& A1i  Pul i .

I  wi l l  te l l  you this much however,  that  the rays of  the SUN and

I4OON and DEW must be col lected in a c lean Jar or Vessel ,  separated fro:

rain t  d i r t ,  stench, smoke, & also far  f rom f ly inq and wandering ani-

mals.  The ways of  at t ract ion are many, but i t  is  as wel l  at  home, EIS

i  n An .)r . len nl  ace in the wind. As also a most f  i t  and convenient Re-
-Y-.

nan{- in l  o

Tn a 
-ror. t .  

Thrrnr lorcfnrm, wi th storm wind and downpour th is Spir i t ,. , !es t  
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which the SUN has ear l ier  drawn from the earth (plent i fu l ly  & in great

abundance) is driven up into the air, and then is thrown down into

the lowest Region, e gathered in great quant i ty by both men & plants;

thus also wi th the previously prepared recept ic les.  In a thunderstorm,

i f  the wind blows from the South,  Southeast,  or  Southwest,  i t  is  good;

great cold and grreat heat,  g ive nothing. The dew col lected from grass

or:  t rees,  is al : ready spoi led.  The place of  capture must not be marshy,

have no great mountains,  houses, towers or high trees before i t ,  but

rathe:: stand open and free; the place should be open, smooth, and even

from South to North;  the vessel  should stand at  least  6 feet  over the

earth, neither higher nor lower, snoke and f ire must not be a hindrance

The Current of air is not to be despised, i f  such were driven through

a narrow space, into a spacious room: Who knows how to arrange this

sane Modus correct ly,  wi l l  fear no calamity;  Receptacle and place must

have a harmonisus Ad.aption and the Spir i tus Mercuri j-  should be collecte

Copiously.  Enough of  the capture of  the Spir i tus Mercur i i .

When you have 8,  f0,  12,  16 ounces, let  i t  putrefy for  40 days in a

wel l  c losed Alerabic or ViaI ,  or  however i t  best  sui ts you. After put-

refact ion,  d iv ide your Mater ia into several  parts;  take I  or  2 ounces,

and let i t  dry, draw your Salt out of the Capur Mortuum A add thereto a

much Spir i tus Mercu.r i i ,  as there was in thk beginning, or a l i t t le less

let  i t  again dry gent ly;  when i t  has dr ied,  g ive the Chi ld f resh Mi1k,

out of  which i t  or ig inated, hal f  as much as before,  then have in store

the third Port ion, of your whole Spir i tus Mercuri i ;  divide it  into 7

equal Port ions, and soak your Materia seven t imes, but each t ime well

dr ied,  unt i l  the 7th.  soaking and drying: So then give the t incture i ts

Ferment, either SOL or LUNA in a crucible in a strong f ire for 3 or 4

d.ays, that the metals stand,s in f lux or continual fusion, and. so our

heavenly Sal t  of  a l l  meLals ennobled and together wi th ei ther SOL or

LUNA transmuted to a t incture.  When this occurs,  take a l i t t le of

th is t incture,  wrapped ln Wax, ptojected on imperfect  metals,  when in

fusion, so you wi l l  accompl ish Miracles.  Now be contented, fear GOD

and fol low these my true instruct j -ons.

Of al l  Wri t ings,  that  I  to my knowledge have ever read, none are

to be found so clear,  undesguised, and honest,  and wri t ten wi thout

decei t ,  than this is.
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God gives you the gi f t  to f ind the SINGLE ONE, seek the single

vessel ,  oven and FIRE, and Iet  aI I  other th ings alone: As var ious

Matte: :s,  vessels,  Phials,  So1vents,  bowls,  mirrors,  d ishes, wood,

coaI,  and other f i : :e wo::ks.  I t  costs nothing from the beginning to

end, except your necessary mai,ntenancer ErS nour ishment and cloathing.

I f  you wi l l  understand the matter correct ly,  so also i t  wi l l  cost  you

l i t t le.  Therefore I 'bel ieve, that  certainly God is everything in

everything, and over eve:iything; that i f  someone would make known to

you, that there are great expenses here & there, that same one is a

capi ta l  l iar  and fraud. For the Matter costs absolutely nothing, as

that you accordingly wonk and take pains,  mirror,  pol ished dishes,

vials and Solvent vessels,  one can also have at  a Iow pr ice.  A common

vessel  wi l l  penfor:m as wel l  as an expensive one, i f  only i t  is  not  por-

ous or broken. Otherw'ise you need no expensive costs for the work,

not even a Penny. If  I  should reveal to a Simpleton the Secret Mat-

er ia & mode of  proceeding, I  certainly bel ieve he would cal l  me a boas-

teEr c lown, and moreover would bel ieve that f  bui ld Cast les in the

Air ;  and rnight qui te wel l  bel ieve that I  had been robbed of  my senses.

And yet so simple and Common are our Materia & method of Operationi so

greatr  So nobler so gJ-o.r ious,  so valuabIe,  and so indescr ib ly great

are i ts v i : : tues:  Fon consider,  oul :  Unive: :sa1 SUBJECT, is even the

THING, which no thing in the Wo:: ld can do without;  i t  is  a v i le th ing,

and yet i t  is  in the P"A,RTICULAR, v iz.  our f ixed Mature Sal t .

Bewa::e of al l  Part icular?s, for NOTHfNG PARTICULAR IS UNIVERSAL: ft

is  forever certain,  he,  who is a posserror of  the t rue ART, does not

need to take pains about money for hj -mseIf ,  for  as he only takes our

putref led,Electrum Mtnerale Immaturum. extracts i ts sal t  ( i t  goes

qui te natural ly)  Iays pure or unf ixed meLal therein,  pours on so much

of our mi lk,  that  i ts  sal t  therein can again dissolve i tsel f ,  so wi l l

he see, that  water and sal t ,  not  only ennoble and increase gold and

si lver,  but  a l -so the vulgar Mercury or Saturn,  i f  you put th is to i t ,

is  ennobled in the same wdy, that  you wi l l  wonder at  i t .  Think you,

that th is Part icular be worth not a hundred thousand, but st i l l  more

dol lers;  I  th ink yea a hundred t ines morei  one can then work Part icul-

ar ly as he wishes: Alone the same way to the Great th ing is much easie:

wi th less ef for t  and expenses.

In regard to what fo l lows, I  don' t  want to ment ion much more, be-

cause the premature hastyness of  opinion of  the var ious readers would
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l ike to hold on in doubt and mistrust :  There is no Matter,  no Art ,

no Handicraf t  in the whole wor ld,  that  has more snares than the Chy-

mistry.  A11 impover ished and vulgar merchants & tradesmen, shoemakers,

locksmiths,  g laziers,  beer-brewers,  brandy-dist i l lers,  Lawyers,  school-

maste: :sr  persons, nobles & ignobles,  as soon as they fai l  to win,  he

wants to know how to remove and compensate al l  their losses through

Alchemy. These begin to bui ld houses and cast les,  buy goods, Manors,

yea whole estates;  but  these plans and projects are only vain dreams;

they know neithe:: the TRUE SUBJECT nor the METHOD OF PROCEEDING, there-

by they faIl  eve'r deepe:r into poverty as well as great inf irmity and

sickness: Thus i t  is  t ruer Ers VIA VERITATIS says:

These same people,  then begin to wr i te,  jusL as i f  they understood

the rnatte:: quite wel1, and had gained g::gat profi t  the::eby; for this

treason th.e1t also become g:ieat bunglers: Fo:: they have dissolved, so

long, unt i l  a l l  their  Gold and goodness melts and dissolves away, also

sublirnated so long, unti l  that pots and kett les have f lown up into

SMOKE; and put:r ' 'ef ied so Iong, unti l  al l  their clothes on their bodies

have rot ted;  Also they have calc inated so long unt i l  a l l  their  WOOD

and COAL have become ashes.

So that eyeryone who is ski l l fu l  at  Part icular Processes has to

wait i  for  who knows the true subject ,  d.oesnrt  bother wi th Part iculars.

This r  bel ieve, i f  you are c leaver and wiser you wi l l  not  b lame me

for believing this of you, i f  you are o1d and poor enough, and have

searched. di l igent ly into al l  bodies,  you then wi l l  f i rst ly grant to

i le,  that  you behaved l ike a fool ,  unelessly spending t ime and money:

Therefore GOD would watch over al l  p ious hearts,  and Iet  h is a1l-creat-

ing blesslng-f i l led hand be perceived to everyone; but i f  not  through

this,  then by another way and Art .
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Four Elements Three Beginnings Two ,Seeds

Fire A sulphur A Mascur ine Q
Air  A salL e Feminine 

)
water V Mercury 

U
Eart,h 

V 
-f-

APPENDIX

THE GENERAL RULES BORROWED FROM Sendivogfus,  T0GETHER WITH THE VERSE.

One Frui t

Ti  ncture

Fnom God F nom Natune T l te l r let .aL's T ht tough Att

Who understonds this table correct ly
Sees how one goes from out of  the other.
First  everything dwel ls in a 4-fold state
The elements everywhere.

Out of  th f  s the 3 Beg inn f  ngs spr ing.
Whi ch br ing f  or th two Seres.
Mascul  i .ne ,  f  emini .ne f  rom Sun and Moon.

Out of  which grows the Wise Son:
Who f  s l  ike nothing eI  se in the wor ld.
He surpasses aI  I  Ktngdoms.

Now i t  is  known to rnonr that  God in th is great Cosmos had given

a l iv ing Spir i t  to al l  creaturesr to maintain,  mult ip ly and to

nour ish themselves. This Spir i t  they have not only in themselves r

but they are supported also by the Heavenly fnf luence: This Spir i t

is  l " lanrs t rue Bolsorn and Mumiat and State of  Wisdom, whereby He

is discerned by al l  creaturesr or being di f ferent f rom al l  creat-

ures.  ALso this Spir i t  and Vi ta Mundi is the t rue Balsam of Nature

and Quint ,essence.

END

-t-o
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