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FOREI{ARD

Of Eirenaeus Phi la lethesr Dot much is known.Howeverr  W. Cooper who

sras not only the publ isher of  George Starkey but a contemporary

and aquaintanC€r ident i f ies Phi la l tha as Starkey. Some consider

Phi la lethes as Bacon. (= Shakespeare!)  tnterest , inglyr  the symbol

used to denote Bacon was a pig or hog. (possibly "hedgehog"?) The

Lat in for  Hedgehogis:  Er inaceus. Pret ty c lose to Eirenaeus! AIso

recal l  a Shakespear (Bacon?) play ent i t led:  HAlt Iet .

AI I  speculat ive to be sure.  What IS known is that  Phi la lethes wrote

many signi f icant alchemical  t racts including thispresent one: t tMdr-

row of  Alchemyt ' .  Pefhaps his best known work i3:  , tAnOpen Entrance

to the Shu t  Pql  ace of  the King" .  "Riply Revived' t  ,  ' tThe Transmu t  at  i  on of

Met las",  "Lessons in the Unfoldment of  the Phi losophers Stone"

and "Three Trocts of  Medieinertare other of  h is worksr som€ of which

are amongst the R.A.M.S. mater ia ls.

Phi la lethes has much to teI I  us.  Some is plain and oLher mater ia l

is  c lear ly for  " those who have eyes to gee". . . .etc. In any event i t ,

is  useful  to have some of these recondi te wr. i t ings avai lable in

the Engl ish language.

Han6 0l  .  NintzeL

Richandton,TX 1993



To the Counteous and Studious Fleader.

Counteous Fleader.

What moved me to put to the publ ick View these hidden cunios-

i t ies oF Natune, I  shal I  inFonm thee br ief ly,  and in i t  shal l  g ive

thee an account pant ly oF the Authon and pant ly oF myselF:  Fon the

Authon he was an eye-witness oF the gFeat Secnetr  ES he doth test-

iFy oF himselF;  non that only,  but  had by giFt  a pont ion oF that

Pnecious Jevrel  so sought Fon by many but Found oF Few: Which pont-

ion al though he did Fon the most pant lose i t  in hopes oF mult ip l i -

cat ion oF i t  (which he could not at ta in,  being oF the White not the

Bed powden) yet  by di l igent seanch and industny he at ta ined the pne-

panat ion oF the Phi tosophen's Mencuny, and by i t  to the pnepanat ion

oF the El ix in oF the First  onden, which is indeed but oF smal l  v in-

tue companed to what i t  may be advanced to:  This al though i t  be but

smal l  pnoFit :  Yet i t  is  an inFini te sat isFact ion to a Son oF Ant,

to see a Medicine which wi l l  t inge Mencuny on any imperFect Metal

into Si lven al though not exceeding the pnopont ion oF one upon an

hundned: Fon my own pant,  I  am one who have Fon many yeans been one

oF Gebens Cooks, noast ing my thr. iFt  in vain,  unt i l  i t  was my good

Fontune to be acquainted with th is Authon, who demonstnat ively con-

vinced me oF my Fonmen ennons, and set me in a night path.  I  Found

I say the ennouns I  had been in,  in nely ing upon the Books oF those

who wnote thein bane thoughts,  wi thout expeniencer or else wene env-

ious and wnote knott i ly  on punpose to entangle the unwaFy. He show-

ed me sevenaL Tnactates wni t ten by him who gave him the powden,

hi thento neven publ ished: OF which the names wene, Ans Metal lonum

Metamonphoseosl  Intnoi tus apentus ad occlusum Flegis palat ium; Bne-

vis manuductus ad Flubinum Goelugieml Fons Chemicae Phi losophiae,

Opus El ixenis AuniFic iae,  Angent iFic i ,  Bnevis v ia ad vi tam Iongam,

with a Iange Eomment upon Ripley his twelve Gates,  and the Epist le

to King Edwand: Also a Commentany on Annolds Ul t imum Testamentum,

and last1y his CabaIa Sapientum, on An Exposi t ion oF the Hienogly-
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phicks oF the Magi:  These Books f  conFess oF al l  that  even I  nead

on had seen wene the FuIIest ,  p la inest and most penspicuous; With

much ado f  obtained copies oF them, but no commission to shew them

to anybody: I  asked this my Fniend why he did not cast  in th is CaI-

culus into the Tneasuny oF Phi losophens, especial ly seeing he had

been so successFul,  he to ld me that indeed t i l l  he had accompl ished

the perFect ion oF the Red, which he hi thento had not,  he was un-

wi l l ing to wni te;  I  to ld him oF the Authon oF the Flosany who wnote

that excel lent  Book, and yet sai th,  Hac ego vidi  in diebus nostnis

usque ad Leonem, Desscnipsi  autem ad complemnetum I icet  non videnim,

at  last  he was penswaded by me to wni te th is Treat ise,  which he pen-

Fonmed in seven Books, and anothen in Lat ine,  ent i t led Bneve manu-

ductenium ad Campum Sophiae, which concet-ns chieFly,  Panaceleus

I iquon Alcahest,  in whieh he cleanly,  p la in ly,  and FuI ly shews the

diFFenence between i t  and the Mencuny oF the Phi losophens: And Iast-

ly,  a Tneat ise cal led Eleuchus ennonum in Ante Chemica deviant ium,

which indeed is so plain,  so Ful l ,  and so convincing a Book that

mone cannot be desined: By these and the Fone-ment ioned Books, I

soon at ta ined the Mysteny oF the Mencuny, and by i t  the Finst  White-

ness, and hope ene Iong to see the Fledness, in which the Authon

would not instnuct i lE:  being by Solemn Vow obl iged to the contnaFy,

nei then to eFFect i t  h imselF,  non teach othens Fon such a numben

oF yeansr oh which Condit ion he neceived that fnom a Master,  which

(having the Mencuny) he might else have neceived Fnom God by indus-

tny:  At  last  I  had l ibenty oF him to communicate these Manuscnipts

with some Fniends, whom I  heant i ly  p i t ied,  to see in what a state

they weFe thnough the misleading of  d ivens Sophist ical l  Authons and

Fleceipts,  who covet ing the copies,  d id so weani ly entneat h€r that

Fnom the t ime I  Finst  began to communicate them, I  could neven keep

them at homel wheneupon pant ly,  and pant ly by the eannest penswasion

oF such who wanted Aniadnes Thnead in the Labyninth oF Alchemy, but

chieFly aiming at  the glony oF God in i t ,  I  d id by much entneaty at

Iast  pnevai l  wi th my Fniend, Fnom whom I  had them ( i f  I  would) to

make them publ ick,  that  othens (whom God hath elected to so gneat

a mency) may neap the Fnui t  by them that I  cannot but wi th much
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thankFulness to God acknowledge myseIF to have neceived, who have

at Iast  seen an occulan demonstnat ion oF the tnuth in my own wonk

(al though I  have not yet  penFected the MastenyJ which wiI I  necompence

my pains,  tnavel ,  and change in seanchr ES the Finst  doth sat isFy

my mind and judgement;  Fon veni ly my wonk did not exceed the vin-

tue oF one upon 36, which advis ing wi th my Fniend I  had a sat isFact-

or-y Fleason, namely,  that  the White being not the utmost peniod, the

wonk in the Fine wi l l  move beyond i t ,  and i t  is  not  easy to discenn

(Uut by long and oFt expeFience) when i t  is  come to just  the height

oF the whiteness, Fon beFone i t  comes to that  pass i t  wi l l  look veny

glonious, that  a Man would sdV, th is is the highest whi te,  and yet

i t  is  not ;  so that  i f  taken a l i t t le too soonr or Let stand a l i t tLe

too long, i t  doth not t inge what i t  would do iF taken just  in t ime.

I t  would nequine a lange Tneat ise to te l I  you what scnuples have

caused me to stumble between the White and the Fled now twice,  which

I  hope in not many tniaLs to amend; but in a wond, i t  is  my ennoF

in Imbibi t ion,  Cibat ion,  and Fenmentat ion,  in which my Fniend wi l l

not  help rE, but hath nathen put me out,  which I  conFide he doth,

not Fon envy, but in scnuple oF his Vow, Fon my success should be

equal  to his iF he should eFFect i t  h imselF,  yet  he tel ls me that

he doth tnuly instnuct me (pen ambages) which ambages I  not  unden-

standing have twice concluded wnong to the non-plus oF my ski I I  and

nuins oF my wonk. I  might hene make a lange discounse oF the Adept i

and thein EI ias,  but  shaII  neFen the Readen to the Tneat ises aFone-

ment ioned, being unwi l l ing myselF to FIy to wni t ing beFone my wings

be Fledged with mone expenience. These Tneat ises,  Readen, thou

shal t  have in onden, I  began with the Finst ,  oF which I  would only

send out the Finst  Pant at  pnesent,  that  Ant ists may Ex Ungue Leonem.

The second Pant is whol ly pnact ical ,  which I  keep by me t i l l  f  see

how the Finst  wi l l  be acceptedl  iF i t  be as counteously accepted

as i t  was candidly penned, expect the othens shont ly.  And I  am sol-

l ic i t ing Fon an Elendus utonum pot is imonum in Ante Chemica, wi th a

CIavis Chemica to open thein Cabinets,  so that students may have a

censune oF the tnue and mone penspicuous Authons Fnom a Son oF Ant,

and so need not nead in thein Tynociny such Labyninthian Authons
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who ei theF thnough gt-oss ignonance on puFe envy mislead the unwany.

Fanewel l ,  and iF thou get good by these l ines,  let  h im have thy

wel l -wishes in his Operat ions,  who is so studious to senve thee

in th ine,

Anonymus Phi lochemicus,

Anagnammatizomenos,

Egnegius Chnisto

Geongius Stenchi .
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Pnogramma.

fnveni ,  accept i ,  pungavi ,  pondene justo

Composus, inclusi  Foetum, debi toque calone

Fovi ,  Expectavi ,  s igna haecque in tempone vidi .

Mox amplexa vinum mul ien,  sua membna nepent i

Ictu dis junxi t ,  s ic sunt Facta omnia pulv is.

Obscuno t inctus sua membna dinempta calone

Tungidus Exudat,  vot i tatque pen aena Fumus.

Qui Condensatus genenat nignedine convum.

Saepe FIui t  l iquidus, necnon dunesci t ,  E omnes

Indui t  in toto quot quot sunt onbe colones

Hanc putnem aspensi  Lymphato none, Iavando,

Dum colon albescens visus magis Euse coFuscans.

Canduit  ad v ices septem, Iapis hic Panadysi ,

In Lunam l ingens impunius omne Metalabonum:

Invictus peFgo, debi tum net inendo calonem

Sanguinens quoadusque coIon, cum SoIe metal la

InFina sex aequans; vena haec t inctuna Sophonum.

Sol i  Deo GIonia.
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The First  Book.

Alchemy is an Ant so exceeding mystenious and subl ime, that  to

attempt a pnopen descnipt ion theneoF I  am constnained to invoke

the aid oF Pal las to guide my Bust ick QuiI l ;  Assist  me jo int ly

Phoebus with thy nays to i l luminate hrr  as in the days oF Henmesl

and thou also gent le Minenva, who hast thy seat in the Thnee King-

doms oF Natune (who by a hidden centFal  heat and long Decoct ion

baketh Minenal  Bodies in the Eanth) disdain not now to enable me

to explain thy sect .et  Openat ions.

Thene is an Homogeneal Substance which l ies open to the v iew oF

the Vulgan, fnom whence al l  Minenal  Bodies ane pnoduced, i t  being

thein only tnue Matten; which by a long digest ion is changed into

vanious kinds oF diFFenent penFect ion.

Thene is l ikewise an Ant,  which most admine, but Few bel ieve,

and he is veny naFe that knoweth i t ;  wheneby aI I  impenfect  and Fug-

i t ive Metals ane made so Fixed as to endune the gFeatest  Fonce oF

Fine, which the Ancient Sages have cal led the Ant oF Tnansmutat ion,

oF Five to s i lven and six to penFect GoId.  And wondenfut  i t  is ,

that  oF the base Metals,  as Coppen, Tin,  Leadr or Inon, thene should

be made by v intue oF this oun Stone ( in less than haIF an houns t ime)

most penFect SiLven and Gold,  that  wi l l  neven change.

This nane Ant,  whose vintue is so wondenFul,  many no doubt would

gladly know, which yet eveny one oF i ts adminens may not at ta in,

and be enabLed theneby to change impenFect Metals Fnom a state oF

Connupt ion to PenFect ion;  s ince aI I  have not a night theneto,  but

only such whom God doth chuse as Heins theneoF, the Fest Fon want

oF knowledge, gnoping as i t  wene in the dankr t ray spend al l  thein

Time and Substance, as many have done to no punposel  Whence i t  is

that  the most Learned sevenely denide both th is Ant and the seanch-

ens theneoF. Yet notwithstanding, know that th is Ant is most cen-

tainly tnue, whose Pninciples ane Founded on Natune: Yea though i ts

nevi lens ane many, and but Few ane Found that dane deFend i t ,  yet

shaII  th is Science nemain immoveable against  a l I  i ts  opposet-s.
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And al though some Vanlets do boast oF the knowledge theneoF,

whenein they know no mone than an Ape, do by thein Oaths and Lies

al lune such as gape aFten Wealth,  to expend their  Money upon thein

pnetended ski11, Fnom whom having got aI l  they can, aFten many vain

and Fnui t less Expeniments,  in the end thein Ant pnoves al l  a cheat,

wheneby thein gneedy Cneditons ane ashamed and cunse thein pnetend-

ed Ant;  Fon which both ane blameable,  the one Fon pnetending to what

they know not,  and so deceiv ing the Cnedulous, and the othen in be-

ing so neady to bel ieve them, and spending thein Substance upon

Fabulous pnetences. Yet Fon al l  th is i t  would be veny unneasonable

to conclude, because oF false Pnetendens, that  theneFone the Ant is

not;  Fon al though Lawyens do oFten delude thein GI ients,  by penvent-

ing the intent oF the Law, yet  is  the Law Fnee Fnom blame, and not

the Ant,  which is neal  and blameless.  Fon sunely i t  must be thought

highly unneasonabLe Fon any Penson to condemn that which they know

nothing oF; shal l  a bl ind Man censuFe Colouns? On a Man that neven

Ieanned pnetend to judge oF Leanning? Hence i t  even was and even

wi l l  be Found a constant Tnuth,  that  Ant hath no Foes but Fools.

WheneFone I  shal l  now make i t  p la in ly appean both by Fleason and

Examples,  against  a l l  opposens, that  th is Ant is Founded upon the

Pninciples oF Natune. And Finst  i t  is  no smal l  Evidence theneoF,

that thene aFe many Witnesses oF good Cnedit  to be Found, who Fnom

thein own Expenience have aFf inmed the tnuth theneoF, which iF i t

wene othenwise they must al l  be accused oF Falsehood; and then by

this nule thene is not anything could gain cnedi t  but  what we know

ounselves, which would by consequence bning al I  the Wonld into con-

Fusionl  And no doubt but even those who aFe so hand oF bel ieF would

think i t  i l l  usage to be thus deal t  wi th by othens. Fon methinks

iF I  should nead or hean a Thing aFFinmed fnom one against  whose

venaci ty thene l ieth no just  except ion,  i t  wene shameFul in me to

tax the tnuth theneoF, especial ly oF an Ant I  undenstand not;  Fon

iF I  expect to Find cnedi t ,  why should not I  tnust  othens in the

l ike case, and do as I  would be done by,  which is both just  and

neasonable.

Besides we have not only two 01' thnee Witnesses oF cnedible and
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blameless Men who have at tested the tnuth of  th is Ant,  but  the same

hath been aFFinmed by the Pens oF many hundneds in al l  Ages and

Countnies,  who wene Men oF undoubted wonth both Fon Leanning Ski I I

and,Honesty,  so that thein bane Wond might seem suFFicient to con-

vince any neasonable Penson, and which also many oF them have with

most solemn Vows assented when going to thein Enaves. So that i t

must seem stFange iF the Wonds and Oaths oF honest Men, and those

oF NobIe Binth and Flenown whi lst  I iv ing,  and even aFtenwands when

just  going to the Eanth,  that  their  dying Pnotestat ions should not

be bel ieved? Fon can we suppose such Pensons as these, should wi th

most sacned Pnotestat ions af f inm the tnuth oF an Ant iF i t  weFe FaI-

sts r  and theneby aFten death stain thein Charactens with an even-

last ing Odium oF being neputed ly ing and decei tFul  Men, in thus

deluding honest Students wi th thein Wnit ings.

To enumenate the names of  some that weFe esteemed Mastens oF

this Ant,  the f inst  is  Noble Henmes, who was a Boyal  Pnince oF des-

enved Fame, in whose age his equal  was not to be Foundl  whose sev-

enal  Wnit ings have done gneat Honoun to AIchemy, al l  which he bnieF-

1y compnised in his Smanagdine Table:  L ikewise, Geber,  Haly,  and

KaI id weFe aI l  ancient Kings; wi th Bennand Manquesse of  Tnesne, a

modenn Wniten oF gneat Ski l I ;  togetheF with the Noble Black Authon

oF the New Light oF Alchemy, Flammel and Espagnet:  AI l  these with

a gneat many mone, have Fnom thein own expeFience at tested the tnuth

of th is Ant,  who out oF meeF goodwi l l  have lef t  us thein Wnit ings,

as wel l  to detect  Sophistens, as also to guide the di l igent and

wonthy seanchens thereoF into the night Path.

But besides such as wene deemed Mastens of  th is Ant thene wene

many othens, who al though they did not pnetend to the knowledge thene-

oF, yet  having been convensant wi th those Ant ists and thein Wnit ings,

and some oF them seen Expeniments made beFone them, have theneby

been convinced oF the neal i ty oF the same, and have done much to

deFend i t  Fnom the aspensions oF the ignonant and mal ic ious;  oF

whom by Name is leanned Hodland in whose Wnit ings nelat ing the

diFFicul t ies and disappointments he met wi th,  d isswadeth othens

Fnom punsuing i t ,  and adviseth them nathen to apply themselves to
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pnoFessed Tnades; yet  neventheless did not th ink i t  meet to dis-

cnedi t  the same. Also the Test imony oF bnave Helmont is oF no

smal l  weight,  to whom was pnesented a smal l  pont ion oF the Fted Pow-

den, which was oF such powen and vintue to Tnansmute Ninteen thous-

and t imes i ts own quant i ty oF unconstant Mencuny into the most pen-

Fect Fixt  Gold,  able to endune al l  Tnials.  L ikewise old AnseIm al-

though an ut teF Enemy to th is At- t ,  yet  was convinced oF the tFuth

theneoF by an Expeniment made by himselF oF a smal l  quant i ty oF

Powden Found in an oId Book, which t inged Angent Vive into most Fine

and Fixt  GoIdl  wheneat being amazed he nelated the same to a Gold-

smith his tnue Fniend, to whom aFten he had told his Fate,  he did

Fneely spend the Femainden in Expeniments on puFpose to conFinm him

in the tnuth theneoF, wheneby a double wi tness was obtained.

But such whom the Test imonies of  these Authons wiI l  not  suf f ice

to convince, al though not the tenth oF what we could pnoduce, i t

would be in vain to enumeFate moFe to such Cavi l lers,  who heneby

shew themselves mone scnupulous than wise: Fon methinks Fleason should

induce a wise Man nathen to suspend his judgement,  than nashly to

cast aspensions upon an Ant which he undenstands not:  Fon al though

I can see no gnound fon the possibi l i ty  oF a Thing, yet  i t  wene

Fol ly in me to assent the impossibi l i ty  theneoF, s ince thene may

be many Things oF neal  existence wheneoF f  have no knowledge, which

neventheless those ski l led in the Ant may be able to pnoduce suFFic-

ient  Test imonies oF.

TheneFone leaving such Cavi I lens to thein own wi l IFuI ennoneous

Opinions, I  shal l  endeavoun to do aI I  I  can to senve the Ingenious

and desenving, and pnove to them by Finm Fleasons the possibi l i ty  oF

the Ant;  And al though many di l igent seekens theneoF have met wi th

disappointments thenein,  yet  that  is  to be imputed to thein not pur--

sueing a night woy, and not to the impossibi l i ty  oF the Ant.

Finst  then Fon a Gnound oF this Ant,  i t  is  necessany that you

undeFstand the qual i t ies oF that which you would Find, othenwise

you ane unFit  to undentake i t ;  theneFone considen that Kind pnoduce-

th i ts own Kind: This God hath establ ished as a Law to Nature,  that

each Thing should dnaw i ts Fonm Fnom i ts l ike,  and gave Command
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Binds, Beasts,  Fishes, and Tnees and al l  Things should encnease and

mult ip ly in thein own pnopen Kind, by a nevenceasing Pnopagat ion.

To which end he hath blessed each Thing with a Seminal  Vintue,

which Henbs and Tnees pnoduce into the Ain,  which in the Animal

Kingdom l ieth hid in the Reins:  But some have quest ioned whethen

God hath endowed Minenals wi th a seed to mult ip ly and encFease thein

Kind l ike othen Things; which iF once nesolved thene Femaineth no

doubt,  but  that  the Seminal  Vintue which bningeth othen Things to

I ightr  may mult ip ly i tselF in MetaIs also.

WheneFone to enl ighten the Ingenious seekens henein,  I  shal l

now nelate the Genenat ion oF Metals,  the which ane engendened by an

unctuous Sulphun, that  coagulateth and Fixeth a f luent Minenal  mois-

tune, which the Phi losophens have caI led Mencuny, being a dny hum-

idi ty that  Flowethr yet  wetteth not the hand: And henein I ieth a

mighty Fonce, i ts paFts being so Finmly kni t  togethen: ES to stand

aII  at tempts oF Ant ists to sepanate by Fine.

This is known to be the Pnogeny oF Waten, which yet in weight

i t  doth Fan exceed, and theneFone we must needs own a hidden vintue

thenein,  Fnom whence such a condensat ion should pnoceed: And this

Vintue is the Seed which God alone hath placed in Natune, which

have neven yet been deFaced. Fon not anyone can be so stupid as

to th ink that  Waten oF i ts own accord should cause within i tselF so

gt-eat a change, and l ink Sulphun and Mencuny so f inmly togethenr ES

to penetnate i ts own dimensions so maniFold as to cneate a Metal .

No thene must be gnanted an inwand Agent,  othenwise the Thing would

st i l I  nemain unchanged: This Agent is the Fonm that Waten wanted

whi le i t  netained i ts pr^open natune: And this Fonm is Light,  the

Sounce oF Centnal  heat,  which being cloathed with Matten begetteth

a Seed: Which Seed is no soonen pnoduced, but i t  assayeth to bning

the Matten to a change, whereon having stampt i ts Chanacten the

Matten becomes I iv ing,  and wondenFul ly co-openateth wi th the Fonm,

to at ta in the End, to which the implanted Seed tendeth.

Non wi l l  th is seem Fabulous to the Wise, Fon al l  Things l ive

acconding to thein Kinds, whose LiFe is Light which I ieth hid in

them, and is only to be discenned by the Eyes oF supenion Minds,
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unto whom is discovened the tnue Map oF Natune, by which is nothing

pnoduced by chance: Fon Natune possesseth hen secnet Agent,  which

is univensal ly one, al though dist inct  in numenous Species,  accond-

ing to thein Seeds, pnoduced by God in the Beginning, and given as

a Finst  Law to hen Openat ions,  and Found out by the Wise. This Seed

is the mean which uni teth the Fonm unto i ts Matten, and naiseth an

appet i te in the pat ient ,  invi t ing the act ive Vintue to i ts Wonk, by

which i t  is  d inected to i ts own pnopen End; which being once at ta in-

ed, th is LiFe l ieth hid and stnongly conFined in a Conponeal Body,

which i t  pnesenveth,  but  yet  ceaseth any Funthen Openat ions unt i l

i t  be nevived by a new Fenment.

I t  is  theneFone a veny gneat Ennon to th ink that  because the

Pninciples oF MetaIs being so Finmly combined togethen, wheneby the

Seat whenein the Seed nesides is not descennable to the Eye, that

thenefone i t  is  not  theneinl  which is a Conclusion may neasonably be

supposed no Leanned Man could make; Fon i t  is  p la in that  a l l  Things

in the Thnee Kingdoms of  Natune contain in them a hidden Spini t  which

aboundeth wi th Coelest ia l  qual i t ies,  the v is ib le Body hiding an in-

v is ib le Spini t .

In al I  the Thnee Kingdoms ane Concnetes,  wheneoF the AnimaI and

Vegetable ane inclosed in such Fnai I  and tenden Shel Is (on Covers)

as ane unable to deFend them Fnom Change, and theneFone we see them

dai ly changing Fnom State to State wheneby new Fonms anise From the

old.  But in the Minenal  Kingdom thene ane Bodies oF such a penFect

composi t ion as that the wast ing Flames ane unable to destnoy, non

can a1l  consuming Time change thein Condi t ion;  fon they being homo-

genial  in Matten and Fonm, they wi l l  Fon eveF nemain unchanged, iF

not nesolved by a powenFul Agent into thein component Pninciples,

which l ieth so exceeding closely combined, that  many Ant ists who have

endeavouned to unt ie them have Iost  thein laboun.

Fon al though the meanest Metal  Lead, be subl imed to Vapoun, and

this Wonk oFten nepeatedron iF tunned to Li thanger or calc ined to

Cenuse, Sugan on GIass;yet shal l  h is laboun be in vain who thinks

theneby to unt ie i t ;  Fon i t  st i l l  nemains Lead, and may be an easy

Ant soon be bnought to neassume i ts fonmen State.  IF theneFone Lead
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be so f inm and constant:  wB may neasonably conclude that the mone

penFect Metals ane much mone penmanent,  and by consequence so much

the mone disappoint  the at tempts oF Fool ish Ant ists.

We theneFone conclude upon centain gFounds, that  MetaIs do poss-

ess a Metal l ine Seed, othenwise they could not be engendened noF con-

t inued in th is thein body; which Seed al though i t  be so c losely ne-

t ined Fnom sight,  yet  may i t  be found out by such as punsue the

night Way.

WheneFone i t  may now be oF use to let  you know the place oF the

Seedrs secnet abodesl  whose Seat,  as in al I  othen Concnetes,  is  a

homogeneal Waten of  i ts  own kind, whenein i t  l iveth whi le the Waten

l ives,  and thenein sheweth i ts act ive Fonce, being the vi ta l  Spini t

theneoF; which Waten being destnoyed by an oven-powening might oF

Congelat ion,  i t  l ieth donmant thenein in a passive State.  Yet al th-

ough i t  be thus suppnessed, i ts I iFe is not ext inct ,  but  may by AFt

be quickened again,  and st inned up to a new mot ion, by being jo ineC

with a new Substance wheneoF a veny smalI  pancel  may contain such

vintue as may gneat ly tnanscend i ts Minenal  Concnete.  Because the

LiFe whene evet.  i t  is  Fneed Fnom impnisonment,  seeking to encFease

i tsel f ,  much I ike to Fine, which being kindled, neveF ceaseth to

mult ip ly i tseIF,  non wiI l  thene be Found an end oF i ts encneasing

poweF, iF Fed with new Fuel l  s ince i t  is  the oFFspning oF Light,

Fnom whence aI I  Fonms Floweth,  and Fnom whence Seed taketh i ts be-

ginning, whose natut 'e is st i l I  mone and moFe to gt-ow, non wi l l  thene

be any end oF i ts encneasing, so long as i t  is  suppl ied wi th new

Matten, which being withheld th is LiFe stnaightway conceals i tselF.

But why is i t  so nane a th ing to see this wondenFul powen or-

Vintue in Metal l ine Bodies,  whenein i t  most centainly is,  a l though

most secnet ly concealed, which is appanent to Sight al I  Vegetables

and Animals do possess. The Fleason is,  because the Vegetable and

Animal Kinds are composed oF dis imi lan pants and unl ike Pninciples,

which ane al l  incl ined to Fade and change, and do fnequent ly qui t

thein oId Forms Fon new, whenein also they neven cont inue long. But

aI I  MetaIs and MetaI l ine Bodies ane engendened Fnom a most stable

Floot,  which is Mencury,  whose bulk though smal l  is  wondenous weightyt
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whenein thene appeans no dist inct ion of  Pants,  but  being l inkt  wi th

Sulphun appeans as one ent ine Substance: Which Sulphun is not Vul-

ganr but is essent ia l  unto the Mencuny, each wheneoF doth netain,

and need the mutual  help and vintue oF the othen, which ane uni-

Fonmly conjoined that no Fonce by the Ant oF Man can seven them.

Thenefone because the least  Atom of Gold is GoId,  and hath the

ent ine Fonm theneoF, which doth so Finmly bind aI l  i ts  Elements and

Pants togethen, that  the Seed is theneFone by no Ant to be sepanated

Fnom i ts Body. And in tnuth the Seed oF GoId is nothing else but

i ts own Waten, which I ies so c losely chained within i ts centen, that

i t  is  not  appaFent to the eyes on mind oF any but a Mental  Man, who

knoweth the Key that can open this lock.

In speaking Fanthen oF this Seed, I  shal l  now declane i ts hea-

venly Vintue, Fnom whence eveny thing on Eanth deniveth i ts exist-

ence, and Fnom which al l  Goncnetes aFe engendened: "Tis Natunes

DarI ing,  the Pnogeny oF Heaven, cneated by Eod to mult ip ly aI l  Things.

I t  inhabi teth al l  Bodies,  yet  is  inconponeal ,  i t  wonketh v is ib ly,

and yet is invis ib le,  i t  acts FneeIy,  yet  aI l  i ts  Openat ions ane

constnained to th is stnict  Law oF Natune, that  nothing may engenden

out of  Kind. Fon God and Natune neven vany.

Now al though I  said that  Mencuny is the Waten and Seed oF GoId,

yet  you must not constnue my meaning l i tenal ly,  which would be an

ennon, but on the othen hand know that th is Mencuny is named the

Seed, because i t  is  thenein next oF al l  contained. So then the Body

is the nest on habi tat ion oF the WateF, whenein i t  nesides, as l ike-

wise the Waten is the habi tat ion oF the Spini t ,  whenein th is heaven-

Iy oFFspning nesteth;  which so many seek, yet  Find not,  because

they misconceive oun Wonk, and theneFone deceive themselves.

Behold a Man, who in his Reins contains the tFue Mascul ine mat-

ten oF Mankind, which mixt  in a pnopen Matnix,  in due Time at ta ins

the Fonm and l ikeness oF the Panents,  which by a Div ine Soul  is  com-

pleated into a penFect Man, able in due Time to pnopogate his own

I ikeness: But th is Seed on Spenm which appeaneth v is ib le to the out-

wand Eye, is not the v i ta l  Fine, that  being a Spini t ,  and only to be

discenned by a mental  Man inspined by Natuners Light;  Fon Sense
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teacheth that  the Substance may soon Ioose this LiFe which dispos-

eth i t  to mot ion.

Behold an Egg, which when the Sun FetuFns in the Spning, the

Hen layeth,  how by heat,  being put into a constant mot ion,  i t  chang-

eth Fnom State to State unt i l  in due t ime i t  becometh a Chickenl

but i f  you should shake this Egg unt i l  you hean the Matten jog wi th-

in,  i t  wi l l  neven be hatched.

Obsenve a Seed, which gnowing Things do bean, and which in the

Eanth neceiveth a Li fe,  wheneby they spning and gnow, spneading thein

Bnanches, adonned with pleasant Leaves, Fan and nean; yet  iF th is

Seed should be heated in an Oven, i ts vegetat ive v intue would be des-

tnoyed, and Fon even be made unFit  Fon Vegetat ion.

Hence i t  appeaFs by these Examples,  that  the Substance on the

Spenm is not the Seed, which is indeed a LiFe oF Light,  oF such a

Natune, which the Heavens onty feed, and acts in Bodies acconding to

thein disposi t ion,  which Fools undenstand not.  Fon as an Egg on

which a Hen hath sat  some days, iF then i t  be suFFened to wax cold,

becomes incapable to genenate a Chicken, but putr- iFies and conFupt-

eth;  Fnom whence i t  is  centain that  the Seed pantaketh nei then oF

Matten non Weight,  noF ane ei then diminished by i ts death:  on nathen,

iF you please, i t  may be caI led the Seminal  Vintue oF Concnete Things,

which in each Kingdom being duly disposed in a pFopeF Matten, i t

thenewith causeth dai ly mot ions in the Compound, which aFe aI I  d in-

ected by the pnopeF Laws oF Natune, to i ts due end.

Thenefone a Matten being duly pnepaned, and then pnopenly dis-

posed acconding to Natune, and night ly govenned, doth in i ts secFet

Den st inn up a Centnal  Fine, which being loosed, neveF ceaseth in-

cessant ly to openate Natunets Task, unless penvented by some Ennon.

And thus I  hope f  have made i t  appean that Alchemy is not a

Feigned Ant,  but  a neal  Science, whose Gnounds ane Finmly Fixt  on

Natunel  wheneoF hi thento f  have disclosed but in pant,  and those in

genenal  Tenms; which heneaFten I  shal l  in due place shew othen Flea-

sons to conFinm the same.

The End of  the Finst  Book.
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The Second Book.

The NobIe Ant oF secnet Alchemy we have undentaken to v indicate

and have pnoduced suFFicient anguments to pnove the possibi l i ty

theneoF, which we deFy i ts gFeatest  enemies with any tnue Fleason

to conFute:  I ts Witnesses aFe almost innumenable oF such as wene

Ant ists themselves, and not a few who al though neveF able to at ta in

the Ski I I ,  have yet by the Eyes been convinced oF the tnuth theneoF.

But s ince such Anguments doth most convince, whose PnooFs ane bnou-

ght Fnom Expenience, I  shal l  by the same means evince the tnuth

theneoF, and not as Fnom my bane thought oF imaginat ion,  but what my

Eyes engage me to wi tness.

A centain Ant ist  I  once knew veny wel l ,  wi th whom I  had Fnequ-

ent and long convensat ions,  who did excel l  many in th is Ski l l ;  oF

whom Fnom my own knowledge, I  can declane, he had so much both oF

the White and Fled EI ix in,  as would Fan exceed aI l  cnedi t :  He Fneely

gave me oF the White Medicine Two Ounces weight and mone, which was

oF such vintue as tnuly to convent into pune Si lven FUII  One hundned

and twenty thousand t imes i ts own quant i ty oF impenFect MetaI ,  Finen

than any melted from the One.

And having disclosed this much, I  shal I ,  that  othens may avoid

dangen, heFe shew how thnough covetousness I  Fool ishty spent most

oF this gneat Quant i ty;  by nashly at tempt ing to wonk Things I  unden-

stood not:  Fon so the Given did his GiFts bestow, that  SeIF might

SelF intnap. Howeven, I  do pnotest  that  d ivens hundned Ounces have

by my hands been Tinged into pune Si lven,equal  to the best in good-

ness; by only pnoject ing oF this smaII  Substance upon Mencuny, which

i t  Tinged whol ly.  Fon do not th ink that  i t  only seveFs that which

is penFect Fnom that which is cnude, but i t  T ingeth and Fixeth i t

aI I ,  so as i t  shal I  neven Fly the Fine, nei then doth i t  exclude ought

Fnom paFtaking the Typ= oF PenFect ion,  but what is Hetenogeneous.

OF Mencuny a pound weight wi l l  be changed into pune Si lven with-

in a Scnuple 's loss,  Lead wi l l  waste a l i t t le mone but i t  is  wondeF-

FuI to obsenve that Tin,  a l though the Fine, bV bunning doth sepanate
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a dnoss theneFnom, yet  wi l l  i t  thenein be encneased in weight:  The

neason is because in Tin thene is v is ib ly contained an Ain,  as

Theophnastus and Helmont wel l  obsenves, which being veFy much naF-

iFied, makes the Substance wheneunto i t  is  jo ined I ighten than i t -

sel f  when condensedl  so Ice when bnought back to Waten loseth pant

oF i ts own weight.

r  arso assayed my Medicine on coppen, rnon, Bnass E pewten, Like-

wise on spel ten,  solden, Tin-glass and Flegurus oF Ant imony, and may

with tnuth aFFinm i t  conqueFs al l  Metal l ine Things, and with Mencuny

bnings al l  to PenFecr ion.  r  Found nothing oF Kin theneto,  but i t

would Tinge the same into put-e Si lvenr VeE i t  entened into penFect

Gord in the Fine, and tunned i t  into a whi te Grass, enduning alr

Tniars,  which may seFve as an exampre Fon othen base Metals.  But

then this Luna, which had the appeaFance oF Luna would I ike GoId

abide the tnyal  oF Aqua Font is,  on oF Ant imonyr yea i t  equal led SoI

in weight l  so that  acconding to FepoFt,  i t  pnoved by the assay to

be white Gold;  the neason was, because the White Tinctune was Fenmen-

ted with the Fled Eanth,  and theneFone ei then oF the Luminanies doth

shew i ts v intue in Pnoject ion,  in pnoducing GoId oF a Lunan colounl

on Luna which equal led Sol  in penFect ion,  except the colon theneoF.

Had f  known this EFFect when I  had mone oF my Medicine I  might have

gneat ly enniched myserF: Fon this Luna is indeed Gold,  and may be

sold as such Fon mone than haIF the Rate of  that  SoI which hath been

FuIIy Tinged; and wi l l  upon examinat ion in al I  t r -yaIs be so al lowed:

But th is I  knew not,  unt i l  I  had sold Eighty Ounces theneoF qt  the

Fate oF Luna.

But iF wi th pune Si  Iven, yoU melt  your-  Medicine r  yoU shal  l  have

a most Pune 61ass, shining as bnight as a new sl ipped Swond, in which

you may behold youn Face, yet  is  i ts Vintue not a whi t  e i then encFea-

sed on decneased, but only Fanthen spnead.

This Man who bestowed this GiFt on me possessed both Fted and

white,  whose Name r shar l  not  d isclose: He r  hope is st i r t  r iv ing,

and long may he be blest  wi th happy Days, Fon his LiFe r  esteem as

my own'  having been to me a sune Fniend, and whom I  doubt not wi l l

so cont inue to the end: His pnesent abiding Place I  know not,  being
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now upon Tnavel  to sevenal  Pants oF the Wonld (oF which he is a

Cit izen) to v is i t  Ant ists,  and in quest oF Ant iqui t ies,  which when

he hath FulFi l led his intent ion wi l l  F letunn: He is by Nat ion an

Engl ish-Man, his Family oF good Note in the Place whene he was bonn,

of  a good Fontune, and nane Leanning, and his Coat oF Anms oF gneat

Ant iqui ty,  whose Age is now scarce Thinty Thnee Yeans, which is al l

the descnipt ion I  shal I  g ive oF him.

My acquaintance with him came veFy stnangely,  h is love to me

was condial ,  Fan beyond my expectat ion,  oF desent,  which I  must and

even shal l  acknowledge, and hope nothing heneaFter shal l  even divent

the same. I  knew long that he was a Masten in th is Ant,  and oFt had

seen i t  by Expeniment,  eFe he would so Fan vouchsaFe as to give me

any Pont ion oF i t ,  even hoping his intent was at  last  so to Bless

h€r which yet I  dunst not ovenboldly pl-ess Fon. And what iF by

pnooF he shal l  Find me wonthy so to cont inue? I  assune myse1F he

wi l l  Funthen bestow his Favouns on oEr which shal l  move me to be so

FaithFuII  to him, that  nothing shal l  a l lune me to do anything to his

pnejudice in any wise.

When then he did Fneely conFenn on me the aFonesaid Blessing,

he did also add a pont ion oF his Mencuny, and assuned i l€:  that  I

had a matchless Tneasune, iF God would please to open my Eyes, other-

wise bl indly gnopeing in the dank I  might spend the same to no pun-

pose.

This Mencuny was that wi th which he did exceedingly mult ip ly his

Fled stone, th is was the Menstnuum so cunningly hid by ar l  the Mas-

tens oF this Mysteny, non had r  th is banely of  Fai th Fnom him, but

had seen him make Expeniment theneoF. I  saw him put his Fted Stone

by weight into that  same Mencuny, which being digested thenein,  d is-

solved i t ,  and also made i t  stnaightway to change CoIoun, which fnom

that t ime neven nested day noF night,  t i l l  having passed both Black

and whiter i t  was in thnee days t ime tunned into a penFect Bed. r

Fool ishly thought that  iF the Fled and White wene both mult ip l icable,

that  then one l inean pnogness should lead to ei then, which was a

False gnound, by which Ennon I  qui te destnoyed Ten pants out oF

Twelve oF my quant i ty,  and yet so unwise that so many Losses could
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not suFFice to convince me.

Then I  mixt  those Two paFts nemaining, wi th othen ten t imes i ts

weight oF puFe Luna, and Fal l ing to wonk again,  f  hoped that sune

once night might Fenew the loss oF ninteen Ennons: But when my Fine

was almost out,  I  begun to th ink upon the neason oF the Thing I

sought,  and considening welI  the sayings oF Authons, which I  oFt

nevolved in my mind, and judging my Openat ions by the Laws oF Nat-

une, at  length by Meditat ion I  concluded, that  each Thing should be

ondened acconding to i ts own pnopen disposi t ion.

I  Found my Medicine which Fon the White is Atonien (?) ei then,

as the Ant ist  Finds i t ,  aFten that Natune hath f ix t  i t ,  when bnight

is oF the black cneated; he then who intends to encnease i t  in v in-

tue on quant i ty must onden his wonking accondingly.  Fon iF he in-

tend to encnease i ts Pondus, he must then imbibe i t ,  not  being cold,

wi th Mi lk made wanm, the Glass being then (c lose) shut,  let  h im be

sune to at tend his Fine, and take cane not to give i t  MiIk so lange-

ly as to glut  i t ,  nor-  Fonget to put theneto i ts pt-opeF quant i ty oF

Meat.  But iF his Glass have once been cooled, he must then Fenment

his White-wonk wani ly,  obsenving i ts due pnopont ion,  Fon when a Man

Fenments,  he may make his Compound ei then too moist  on too dny,

which then nequines a Cune, oF which a Stranger,  wi l l  a lmost be sune

to miss.

I  knew at last ,  that  the Fled was l ike to the Fine, but the White

mone I ike the Ain,  the Finst  being mixed with Waten in the f inst

wonk doth nequine the same heat,  and aFtenwands pnoduceth i ts pno-

Pen Signs, al though the wonk succeedeth in a shonten t ime: But the

White Stone, which is less oF Fine, and mone oF Ain,  iF i t  have such

a quant i ty oF Mi lk,  would be dnowned, noF wiI l  the dnyness bean

suFFicient Fonce to neduce i t  to powder as soFt as Si Ik,  to ne-con-

geal  mone than a Founth of  Waten, wheFeunto must be added aFtenwands

another Founth paFt,  which thus by tunns must be imbibed unt i l  i t  be

bnought unto a suFFicient stnength,  which then must be close sealed

uPr and wiI I  nequine a somewhat str-ongen Fine, whenein i t  wi l l  c :on-

t inue in blackness Fonty days, and then wi l l  shine Fon the White

splendent nays oF Phoebus.
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When this I  had wel l  weighed, I  held my hand, r 'esolv ing to keep

what I  had lef t  oF my White Medicine, non would by Godrs assistance

be compel led oF so gneat a Secnet to be whol ly beneFt,  but  to keep

i t  Fon his sake who gave i t .  So that a Few Gnains excepted, I  thus

did waste aI I  that  he had bestowed on hBr even hoping at  length to

hi t  upon the night wdyr and so intent was my thoughts theneon, that

thus Fool ishly punsueing a Labyninth oF ennon, f  nobbed myselF oF

a twoFold Tneasune, the loss wheneoF I  may nepent at  le isune. And

now my Fine being nigh out,  I  was Fonced to spend some oF what did

nemain to senve Expenses, unt i l  f  Found iF I  d id thus go on I  should

soon see an end oF aI I ,  and thence did conclude with solemn Vow to

keep the nest unspent,  unseen, unt i l  I  s lept  the s leep of  Death.

I  theneFone having nesenved some Few Gnains (veny FewJ but not

oF the Fonce as i t  was at  Finst  g iven her yet  to pnesenve my LiFe

upon uFgent need, I  deemed I  might make use oF without Femot-se, and

since that Necessi ty hath inFonced me to use some I i t t le oF a I i t t le,

so that now having neduced my Stone to one Gnain,  which might soon

be lost ,  I  was compel led to mix i t  wi th Ten Gnains moFe oF Fine

Luna. Thus have I  g iven you a tnue relat ion oF my Pnact ice,  not

to ld Fnom heansay, but what myseIF have expenienced; which is a

thing that veny Few have seen, and this f  aven on the cnedi t  oF my

own Name, and know no Fleason why anothen should disbel ieve.

Now fon the Mencuny which did nemain,  I  tnyed many Expeniments

thenewith on Gold,  which by th is Mencuny destnoyed, connupted and

thenein looseth i ts Fonm: so gneat is the love between him and his

Sisten, that  thus his Soul  r -etunns gloniFied; wheneby she staineth

hen Ganments wi th Colouns I ike the Onient Peanl ,  unt i l  at  length,

both the Sun and Moon in the Finmament at-e ecl ipsed black,  and

appean without the least  L ight;  the Eanth becoming Waten, and the

Waten is th ickened into Eanth:  AFten which appeanance, Colouns l ike

the Flainbow on Peacocks-Tai I ,  and when they Fai l ,  the Cnescent Moon

appeans veny clean, unt i l  at  length the Eanth shone I ike Heavenr or

l ike a Coelest ia l  Thnone.

But th is was i l l  sui ted to the Season oF the Yean, and the lat-

ten Fine, and because f  was aFnaid aFten PenFect ion to spi l l  on
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loose i t ,  my intent ion was to tny iF I  might bning the Wonk unto

the Moon, though I  could not at ta in to the Sun. This then I  d id

pnoject  on Mencuny, being Finst  a l layed with Luna, and i t  Tinged

FiFty pants int inely;  and then thinking without doubt to have at ta i -

ned the Fled, I  endeavouned to imbibe i t ,  but  Found the assay was in

vain,  because I  had suFfened i t  to cool ,  which as a pnooF shewed me

f was unski l led thenein,  a l though Natune disdained not to bning me

to the Black,  which being past thene appeaned many gay Colouns and

aFtenwands an adminable White,  but  yet  Fan shont oF what I  mcst des-

ined. Thus by many tnials I  had now bnought my MencuFy to veny

I i t t le oF nothing, when I  considened how FooI ishly f  had wasted that

wl ' r ich might have enabled me to penFonm raany gFeat and chani tablei  Act-

ions,  and that how al l  my Menstnuum with my Ant u,as at  an end. A1-

though the Ski l l  I  have since gained I  have Feason to boast oF: Then

I pnaised God with a most thankFul Mind, that  he had shewed me the

Tnuth by a most inFal l ib le Demonstnat ion,  such as none can be so

stupid as to disbel ieve; and what I  have seen and hene explained,

wi l l  nemain to me a Consolat ion unden al l  my Losses.

At lastn i t  was my good Fate once mone to meet wi th my good

Fniend, to whom I  nelated what had happened to f i r r  in the Expeniments

f  had made, pnaying him to Fonget my Fol ly,  and hoping he would again

supply f f iEr but henein I  was much deceived: Fon when he undeFstood

what I  had tnyed, and what God had pnospened me to see, he saw that

iF he suppl ied me anew I  then could go to the Hespenian Tnee, and

pluck the Apples at  my pleasune; which might enable hEr iF I  t is ted,

to do much mischieF to honest Men. Thus theneFone he said to t t r€:

Fniend, iF that  God hath chose you to the Ant,  he wi l l  in due t ime

bestow the same on your but iF he in his Wisdom know you ane unFit ,

on that you would do mischieF thenewith,  accunsed shal l  that  Man be

who shal l  Anm a mad Man, to do othens hanm. When you weFe ignonant

I  gave you a gneat GiFt,  but  such i t  was as might i tselF destnoy iF

Heaven so ondained; non is i t  meet to see, that  you at  pnesent should

enjoy i t ;  What theneFone Heaven hath denyed I  may not gnant,  othen-

wise I  should be gui l ty oF the I I I  you might do.

This Lesson oF so much Oivini ty,  dt  the same t ime I  heant i ly
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conFess did nothing please i lEr Fon as my hopes on him did chieFly

nely,  which by th is his Answen did me much distness Fon said he,

the Fates have gnanted to you the knowledge theneoF, but yet  the

Thing must now by you be wanted.

Then stnai t  I  gave him Fon to undenstand how that God had taught

me the knowledge oF the Waten, by which I  said f  may in t ime command

what you deny, and thenef one am r-esolved to t l -y;  Nay then, quoth he,

at tend to what f  shal l  sayr which wi l l  be oF good to you: and Fon

which you may bless th is Day.

Know then that we ane sevenely bound by the stFongest Vows,

neveF to supply any Man by oun Ant,  who iF he had i t  at  wi l l ,  might

theneby conFound the WonId,  and whatsoeven I I I  he acted upon that

account,  would al l  be changed upon him who so pnost i tuted the same.

Now then considen what a Pr ize you had, both oF the Stone and the

Mencuny, would not anyone thought that  Man mad, that  should loose

so much, wi thout any Fleason why? But indeed had tnue Reason been

youn guider you might ene now, wi th what f  gave you have had enough.

Fon had you taken GoId most penFect ly pune, and added to i t  but  one

Gnain oF this oun Stone in Fusion, they would sunely have uni ted,

then might you with that  Mencuny have gone about the Wonk, wi th

which this Gold would have mixed speedi ly.  And heneby your-  Wonk

had been veFy much shontened, which you might then have easi ly goven-

ned to the Fled, wheneto being annived, you saw how I  wi th such SuI-

phun and Mencuny wedded new GoIdr yoU saw the Pondus, the t ime, and

heat,  what mone could you have wished Fon to have gained the Ant?

But now seeing also that you know the Ant how to pnepane this

Fieny Mencunyr yoU might theneFone have been so stoned, that  Few

shoul-d have had mone, wheneFone do you not penceive how God is aveFse

to youn Work,  to cause you thus to waste the same? Penhaps he sees

that you would lewdly bneak his holy Lawsr or do some i l l  deed, and

theneFone al though he hath impanted to you the Knovl ledge theneoF, yet

by his Pnovidence, I  p la in ly see that he wi l l  have you Fon some yeaFs

to want the enjoyment oF that which you would so misuse.

Now know that iF in th is Ant you make assay without a Fenment,

then bewane you do not theneby oFten eFn, by thus stnaying Fnom the
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night Path,  which by al l  youn cane cannot be avoided, non penhaps

shal l  you even at ta in th is Tneasune, which is the GiFt oF God alone.

Fon should you take the most dinect Counse, Vet shal l  a yeaF be

spent beFone you f ind the penFect Peniod, but iF you punsue wnong

Waysr you shal l  oFtent imes be put a yeaF behind, and must then again

nenew youn Change and Pains;  in which Time i f  youn Mind be not Fnee

Fnom incumbning on distnact ing Canesr Vou shaII  sunely meet wi th a

thousand Peni Is and Lossesl  which you can i I I  suppont:  TheneFone

attend caneFulIy to my Counci I ,  and I  shal l  now condi t ional ly shew

you the Secnet.

You hene beFone the Almighty God shal l  swean, that  Fon a Time

you shal I  keep Fnom attempt ing that which I  shal l  now declane unto

Vour non shaI l  you in that  Time, (al though Death should intenvene)

neveal  some Points which on this condi t ion f  shal l  d isclose: I  su,ane,

and so he Fneely opened his Mind, and did declane aI l  those Secnets

to f iE:  and to assuFe me that he did not deceive f iEr f  beheld my Eyes

those Lights most naFe, wheneoF I  shal l  now FuII  honest ly tneat,  noF

shal l  f  h ide anything but what is not meet to be disclosed. Fon my

oath I  shal l  inviolably pFesenver ds I  ought:  Notwithstanding, thene

is no Son oF Ant,  but  by what I  d iscoven may Find out the Flesenve,

iF he seeks with an upnight heant and a sound Judgement,  Fon want

oF which nash Seanchens ane Fnequent ly conFounded.

I  shal l  not  need to bning mone Examples,  the Ant I  aFFinm is

tFue and sune, though hand to Find, which is not to be punchased with

the Riches oF a King, non yet is i t  debannred Fnom a vulgan Mind;

iF theneFone Fates the caII ,  then Fo1low me into a Boyal  Palace whi-

then Few do go.

The End oF the Second Book
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The Thind Book.

To neheanse the Adventunes Fon the Golden Fleece is a Noble

Subject ,  f i t  to employ the Qui l l  oF the most subl ime Wits that

Gneece even pnoduced; and theneFone I  have need to cnave the Muses

aid to expt-ess myselF in such Fluent Speech as may be pnopen to

adonn so subl ime a Subject .  The Indies thenewith may not be compan-

ed, being a GiFt oF al l  temponal Things most to be pnized; he that

hath a shane in th is most secFet Ant,  shal l  admine in the Cneatunes

the Cneatons excel lence, who hath pneheminence above aI I .  This is

the Sythe that wi th one stnoak cuts down aI l  Covetousness, the noot

oF al l  evi l ;  which who so possesseth Feaneth not any Fnowns oF Fon-

tune, but casts Monetany Things at  h is Feet,  whose chief  Employment

is only to behold his God, account ing oF Gold,  Si Iven, and Gems as

Rubbish theneto.  This is the Tnee oF LiFe which pnesenveth the Human

Body Fnom Sickness, Feneweth Youth,  and suFFeneth not Natune to

swenve, but keepeth i t  int ine:  By this nane Ant accnues, Fl iches, wi th

Iength of  Days, and Fneedom fnom Sickness; only the Dest iny oF Death,

which aI I  aFe subject  to,  cannot be avoided: But yet  to Live in

heal th,  and thenewithal  to have whateven this LiFe hath need oF,

that he neven need fean want,  must needs be a gneat Bl iss to him

that enjoys i t .  And besides the enjoyment of  ones seIF to have Pouren

oF doing what good he l is ts,  in nel ieving the Poon, and bestowing

on othen pious Uses whateven the Mind may suggest,  how happy a State

must i t  be,  and what mone blest?

Then bnake my Muse into a joyFul  Stnain,  Sing out aloud, and

naise thy Spini ts to celebnate th is Ant.  Let  a l l  thy Notes be canF-

ied in a loFty Vein,  no pnaise can be too gFeat,  oh happy ane they

who know i t ,  whose Secnets these Few Lines do Ful Iy shew. Let Cnoesus

hide his head, and Midas Tneasune no mone be nemembened, Fon why r t is

sune that thein vast  Wea1th was bounded, not.  could thein Wealth thein

Faiding Bodies cune, on pFeset^ve: But Io hene is a Spning oF Wea1th,

a Tnee oF LiFe; no Wealth so gneat,  non can any Sickness hene abide.

Hene as in a Map, thou seest al l  the Cneatunes abnidged, and neduced
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to thein PenFect ion,  hene thou beholdest in a smal l  Subject  a Ful l

pFotect ion fnom the Misenies oF this Wonld,  theneFone nejoice,  and

give God alone the Glony: And now we pnoceed to the intended Sub-

ject .

Finst ,  GoId s i ts as Pnince Supneme, and head oF al l  the Bodies

contained in the Minenal  Kingdom, whose Body no fonce can destnoy,

having vintue and constancy suFFicient to endune the f iencest Fine,

whenein i t  is  puniFied, by sepanat ing theneFnom i ts FouIness, and

this named the Tennestnial  Sun.

Luna is the next theneto in digni ty placed, being a puFe Body,

but want ing some pant oF the penFect ion oF SoI,  yet  endued with pet--

manency suFFicient to abide the Fine, whenein othen MetaIs ane des-

tnoyed.

The othen Foun, vLz:  Mans, Venus, Jupi ten and Satunn, contain

so much oF cnudi ty,  that  they ane esteemed vi le:  yet  f  shal t  be bold

to aveFn that he who can descny the inwand Vintue oF the said Plan-

ets,  shal l  Find them to be al l  Fnamed of  the tnue Matten oF SoI.

Mans is the stout and val iant  God of  Wan, whose Body is v i le,

and I i t t le esteemed, but is oF counage Fience, conquening Fan and

nean'  a l l  i ts  stundy opposi tes,  and by i ts nough outside i t  may be

demed to inclose a hidden Spini t  whose FuII  Vintue no Man knows.

Venus is a Fain Planet,  the God of  Love, whose Beauty arrunes

Mans the stout God oF Wan, and who so hath Wit  to obtain hen Centnal

Sal t ,  shal l  Find a Key, which assunes the Ownen theneoF to Find al l

secnets theFev{ i th;  oF which r  shal l  say no mone, Fon this hath not

beFone been disclosed by any.

Jupi ten is a pFopi t ious bnight PIanet,  and so benign, that  oF

aII  the Gods thene is none mone glonious, iF so thy Sight can behold

oun true Jove, betwixt  whom and the Vulgan is a veny gneat di fFen-

ence, Fon what we cal l  ouns denives his sounce Fnom old Satunn.

Satunn is a MeIanchol ly God, who having devouned a Stone, thought

that he had eaten Jove, but Finding himselF deceived, he was sunly

and would not be comFonted, fon stnaightway when this Stone Abadin

came into his bowels,  i t  changed the Eaten into anothen Fname. OId

Abenipe, who used to eat his Chi ldren, had oF this Stone begot a
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Son, who pnoved such an uncouth MeaI in his Sinets stomach, that

For. thwith he gnew melanchoIIy,  and Fnom this Son, as I  have heand

i t  said u,as engendened most noble Abnettane.

Besides these Six named Planets,  thene is One nemaining oF a

wondenFul Natune, his Name is Mencuny, Fon he alone is the Messan-

gen oF the Gods, but is duII  unt i l  he neceive a new LiFe, t i l l  which

he even wiI I  deceive Fool ish Ant ists.

And thus the Gods in oFden I  have named, and shal l  now shew

the Pedegnee oF each, thein Lineage, Habi t ,  and how in Mannens

Fnamed, also I  sha1l  neheanse thein whole Oigni ty,  Fon this makes

much to oun punpose, theneFone Readen be at tent ive.

The Finst  Matten oF Metals is Mencuny, being a Moistune that

Flowethr yet  weteth not the Hands, and theneFone i t  is  cal led a dny

Waten, the vulgan is at  ever-yones command, the which is not Fon oun

punpose, Fon in our-  Waten is out '  secnet Fine. This MatteF whi le i t

d id netain i ts LiFe, was apt to pnocneate aI l  Metals,  but  th is LiFe

being gone i t  nemaineth as dead, unt i l  a neu, SouI shal l  ne-animate

i t .  This Matten is oF kin to al l  Metals,  aI I  oF which do hide Men-

cul-y wi th in them. But i t  is  neanest al layed to GoId,  next to Luna,

then to Jupi ten,  and aFten to Satunnr ds hath been expeFienced by

many who have sought th is AFt;  but  i t  is  oF less aFFini ty to ned

Venus, and least  oF al l  to Mans, whenewith i t  wi l l  not  be uni ted.

That i t  hath most afFini ty to GoId may hence appean, Finst  by thein

equal  weight,  and next by thein components constancy, fon nei then

i t  noF 6old,  by any devise wi l l  suFFen any div is ion oF thein Pnin-

ciples,  which cannot be sepanatedg except by one only Humidi ty,  which

div ides in a Way oF Genenat ion,  sweet ly untying thein Elements,  and

aFten combining them, theneby enables them Fon pnopagat ion:  And also

by one stnange Liquon which dissolveth aI I  Concnetes into thein Finst

Matten, div id ing thein Pninciples asunden, and changeth them fnom

thein Natune. These Two excepted, thene is no othen Way that hath

been at tempted could destnoy them: Thenefone i t  is  no wonden that

old Ant ists by a most Firm Flule have decneed, the diFFicul ty oF un-

Iocking this Secnet Seed.

He then who knows the Pants oF Mencuny, and can sepaFate i ts
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supeFFlui t ies,  and then viv i f ie i t  wi th a tFue Sulphun, IFon al th-

ough i t  be Flowing i t  is  st i l l  dead) f r .  may with ease unlock Gold,

and aFten ne-congeal  both into an Essence, wi th which al l  gnieFs

aFe healed.

O! Mencuny, thou wonden oF the Wonld,  how stnange is thy nat-

une, how compact a Body dost thou possess, whenein is inFolded a

Spini t  inexpnessible,  whenewith to Act oun Mystenies:  This is our-

secnet Fine, which we desine and seek. Fon Angent-v ive is GoId

essent ia l ,  only i t  is  unnipe, which iF thou canst be Ant pFepane,

i t  g ives thee oun secnet Menstnuum, the Mothen oF Oun Stoner so

naFe, th is we name ouF Oi l ,  oun Ungent,  oul-  Manchasi te,  and oun

bnight Fountain.

O Chnistal  Fountain,  which Fnom a Founfold Spr ing dist i l l ing

i ts peanled dnops, nuns down the Val leys whenewith ouF NobIe King

is washed, and again cannied to the top oF the Mountains,  whene he

neceives the v intue oF the Heavenrs which when f ixed neven aFten

leaves him.

This is oun Maydew, which moveth oun Eanth to bning Fonth

Fnui t ,  which Fnui t  is  penFect GoId;  th is is oun Eve whom Adam so

much doth love, that  in hen Anms (stnange as i t  may seem) she doth

his Soul  neceive,  who beFone was seen as dead, which being quick-

ened, dt  Finst  i t  appeans of  a 6neen Coloun.

Next unto Mencuny in the Finst  degnee oF Metal l ine digest ion

is Found old Satunn, who al though he appeaneth v i le and base yet

he is the Gnound oF al l  oun Secnets.  Thus then in Essence Mencuny

is GoId,  in Fonm i t  is  Satunnine, Eanthy,  moist  and cold;  I  mean

that Mercuny which at  Finst  pnesenteth i tseIF to each Ant ists Ey-,

and is cal led vulgan; which to oun punpose is qui te unsenviceablel

the neason wheneoF iF you desire to know; take this Fon an Answen,

that no dead thing can make a dead thing l iv ing,  non can that which

in i ts Substance is Foul  and Fi t thy cause a tnanscendent puni ty in

anotheF, non yet can that which wanteth a SouI cause a f ixed Body

to become volat i le,  and thenefone thene must be a nean aFf in i ty,

on else in vain shal l  aI I  youn endeavouns pnove.

Hence i t  may be asked what is then to be undenstood? Even
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thus,  that  in Satunn thene is hid an immontal  Soul  which l ies in

close Pnison, which hindeneth i ts appeanance to s ight ,  unt ie i ts

Fettens, and then shal l  anise a Vapoun shining l ike to Onient Peanl ,

which is oun Moon and spankl ing Finmament.

To Satunn, Mans is t ied wi th bonds oF love, who is by him dev-

ouned, the mighty Fonce oF whose Spini t  doth Satunnrs Body div ide'

and then both combining yei ldeth a secnet Sounce Fnom whence Floweth

a wondnous bnight Waten, in which the Sun doth set  and loose his

l ight .

Eame Venus appeaneth a most shining Stan, who is to Mans expous-

ed, and by him embnaced: Thein inFluences must be uni ted,  FoF She

alone is the only Mean betwixt  the Sun and oun tnue Angent Vive r  so

to uni te them, that  they may Foneven nemain in concond.

IF I  should hene declane the genenat ion oF al l  the Metals,  i t

would nequine a lange Volume, and theneFone at  pFesent I  shal l  omit

these and many othen things less necessaFy to the knowledge oF out-

Ant,  which might only pnove a hinderance and conFound a Leannen in

his Seanch theneoF, and shal l  now pnoceed to answen the desines oF

an Ant ist  by shewing a centain Gnound wheneon with hope he may nely,

whenein I  intend to avoid al I  dank and ambiguous wonds, and handle

that chieFly which is most to oun punpose.

And Finst ,  I  shal l  Iay down the DeFini t ion oF that Fane Subst-

ance w€r so highly pnize,  which causeth Metals to change thein Condi t -

ion Fnom impenFect Bodies to penfectr  ES by tnyal  oF the Test,  toueh

and sight hath been pnoved. I t  is  a Metal l ine Substance, othenwise

i t  wi th Metals could not agnee, and is oF the Essence oF Sol ,  on else

i t  could not t inge cnude Mencuny, Satunn, and aI I  otheF Metals,  as

i t  doth,  to the digni ty of  go1d, wheneunto i t  addeth both Fixat ion

and Pondus: But yet  i t  doth Fan exceed the simple Vintue oF Gold,

on else i t  could not in the least  communicate oF i ts own Tinctune,

without debasing i tselF,  s ince nothing can gnaduate an unnipe Matten

to i ts own degnee, unless i t  tnanscend in nipene=s. I t  is  a lso oF a

Spini tual  Natune othenwise i t  could neven penetnate Bodies,  and div-

ide the puFe Fnom the impune, which to that  end nequines them to be

FuIIy penFected. And yet besides i ts penetFat ive powen, i t  must also
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contain a veny gFeat Fix i ty,  s ince that which is Volat i le cannot be

Fetained but by a Fixed Agent,  whose Spini t  and Body aFe int imately

uni ted;  Fon nothing can give what i t  hath not.

So then in bnieF, to recol lect  a l l  the Pnopent ies,  Oun Stone is

no othen but the tnue Essence oF Gold,  which that i t  might be able

to eFFect what we seek, i ts Spini t  doth Finmly hoId,  the Body, and

both togethen make a new Substance, being a FeaI Spini t ,  and yet a

tnue Body: I t  is  a Fine Powden l ike the Atoms oF the Sun, whi te Fon

the White,  and ned Fon the Fled Pnoject ion.  The Metals Tincted thene-

by exceeding those oF the Mine in puni ty,  such is i ts PenFect ion,

that he who hath i t  may in an houns t ime on less penFonm his desine.

At Finst ,  indeed, i t  is  but  oF smal l  Vintue companed with the

Pourer i t  doth at ta in by nei tenate Eissolut ion and Congelat ion,  and

he who shal l  thus incnease i ts Vintue, wi l l  obtain a Medicine able

to Tnansmute innumenable Pants oF any base Metal  to the State oF So1.

rTis veny pondenous and yet is div ided into smal l  Gnains on Powden,

appeaning as soFt as Si Ik:  On Metals in Flux I ike Wax i t  penetnateth

to the veny Centen, even as the soun Bennet penetFateth and cuFdleth

Mi lk in a minuter or as boi l ing OiI  p ienceth instant ly thnough loose

Papen: So doth Oun Stone enten the soFten MetaIs wi thout smoke, when

by Fonce oF Fine they ane made to Flow, and those handen Metals,

(not so easi ly to be Fluxed) when only they at-e bnought to a glowing

heat.  On iF you intend to cast  youn Essence on Angent Vive,  then

Finst  let  i t  s tand so long on Fine unt i l  i t  be neady to FIy,  which

then you must suddenly countenmand on stay by thnowing theneon One

Gnain on mone oF youn Essence, wheneby that Fugi t ive MetaI  becometh

ent inely Fixed.

But the best Way is to Pnoject  th is Medicine on a pont ion oF

that pune Metal  Fon which the Powden is pnepaned to pnoducel  v iz.

the Red on Gold,  and the White on SiLven, thnowing One pant oF yout-

Stone upon Foun on Five oF the Metal :  Then wi l l  the Mass be bni t t le

l ike GIass,  appeaning oF a bnight shining Coloun, gl i t tening l ike to

a Fain Bubie,  yet  not tFanspanent;  thus you wiI I  Find i ts Vintue

pnopor- t ionably Iessened, which then with cane you must cast  upon Ten

pants of  Angent v ive,  and in th is pnopont ion cont inue this Pnoject ion
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so oFten unt i l  you penceive the Tinctune decneased so much that

the Mass hath at ta ined the Consistence and Pnopent ies oF a Metal ;

which being doner you shal l  wi th pleasure neceive Fnom the Fine

most penFect So1, on Luna.

But iF thou desinest to augment thy Essence in Vintuer or Wei-

ght,  thou mayest so wonk, that  thy Stock wi th use sha1I neven be

spent,  Fon so gneat a Powen l ieth hid in th is Stone, that  l ike Fine

i t  is  apt  to mult ip ly i tselF both in Weight,  and Vintue. I  once

saw a pont ion oF the Fled Medicine oF such gneat Vintuer ds by pnooF,

did Fan exceed any Mans bel ieF; which Fon the sake oF those that ane

seeking this Science f  shal l  now FuI ly declar-e.  Wheneby i t  wi l l

appean that i t  is  not  a gnoundless or 'useless Ant,  as many have

thought:  Fon some, though they deny not the neal i ty theneoF as hav-

ing been convinced by Fleason and the plain wi tness oF such whom i t

would be unjust  to v i l iF ie:  Yet because they mistaking ou1- tnue Open-

at ions,  and FoIIowing those whom we have wanned them to eschew, and

theneby meet ing wi th cont inual  d isappointments thenein,  cease not to

compLain oF us and ouF Ant:  Fon they thinking that we extnact the

SouI oF GoId Fnom a lange Mass, and obtaining but a smal l  Substance

theneFnom, which though i t  doth centainly Tinge, Vet that  scance so

much Gold wi I l  Fnom thence pnoceed, to abide the tnyal  oF the Fine

and Test,  as was Finst  used Fon obtaining that Tinging Seed. So

that iF th is Laboun thus redound to thein Loss, whateven pleasune

might appean in the Wonk, Vet i t  must oF counse encnease thein wants

and theneFore they think such Ski l l  punchased too dean.

This is the object ion so oFten cast into the Ant ists dish:  But

I  who have oFten beheld these Secnets,  and with cuniosi ty obsenved

thein pnogness, and the neason theneoF, and compel led to stand up

in deFence oF i ts tnuth and digni ty;  non shal l  the cavi ls oF the

ignonant on envious cause me Fon to condemn the most Noble Laws oF

Natune.

I  saw then; ES f  said,  a Powden so encneased in Vintue (as is

scaFce cnedible) wheneoF so smal l  a quant i ty as scance shewed a

Gnain in bulk,  non indeed weighed much mot.e,  which yet was oF powen

to tnansmute into most penFect Goldr so gneat a quant i ty as no Man
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by Ant could wel l  Numben: Fon that Gnain was pFojected upon one

Ounce, which rvas theneby al I  made Essence, one Gnain oF which was

again cast  upon ten t imes as much, that  is  One Ounce on Ten, and

these l ikewise on Ten t imes mone, which yet was al l  made into Med-

ic ine,  and one oF these again cast  upon Ten t imes mone did not suF-

Fice to neduce i t  to a Metal ,  noF was i t  so al layed with these Fon-

men Pnoject ions,  but that  One paFt theneoF at  last  Tinged Ninety

Thousand and mone.

HenceFonth nash Censonons cease to nepnoach this NobIe Ant,  so

just  and useFul,  wheneoF Sophistens know nothing, and by consequence

ane unable to teach i t  to othens; thein chieF aim being to maintain

thein Lusts and Ambit ion,  by whom the Wonld is much abused, whose

Ennons this Tneat ise doth Ful ly expose. And theneFone thou who ant

a loven oF Tnuth,  be advised, and bewane lest  thou also be seduced

by them, who thnough Envy wene induced to tFeat oF this Ant;  in many

of whose Books scance a t i t t le of  Tnuth is to be Found.

Fon know that th is Ant,  a l though she hath many Lovens who do

hen FondIy sue, yet  nemaineth a puFe Vingin;  Fon she sconns a Soph-

isten, and disdains to inhabi t  an untFue bneast;  notwi thstanding

which, many pFess eagenly to win the Golden Fleece, which is the

Mastenpiece oF thein aims. But a tnue Son oF Ant pnizeth Wisdom

above al l  Eanthly good, wheneunto his desines aFe chieFly bent,  and

not Fool ishly endeavouning by Fl iches to aspine to Ambit ion;  h is

study being whol ly incl ined to knowledge, and pniz ing the Fl iches oF

the Mind. To such alone I  intend these Labouns, to them I  Wnite,

but aI l  othens exclude, advis ing them nathen to Fonsake their  FooI-

ish Fancies,  by which they delude themselves and bning thein Wonks

and themselves to nuin.

Oun Ant theneFone, which we so much esteem, is not as many Men

conceive,  oF so gneat Laboun and Change, but that  i t  may with Nat-

uFe's leave, be penFected unto the Fled in less space than a yeaF.

And who would gnudge that Time, when he necol lecteth that  the Hus-

bandman waiteth no less space ene he expects to Find his Cnopl  whose

Seed though at  Finst  is  sowed in Autumnr yet  ene i t  be Fleaped and

Thnasht,  and Fi t  to eat,  a Yean on moFe is spent;  and yet his
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pat ience is not weaFy, but wai teth unt i l  Autumn and Winten be both

past,  and obtained the eanly Flains oF the Spning, wi th panched Heat

oF Summen, and the lat ten Bains,  wi thout impat ience waiteth his ex-

pected Hanvest.  And yet aFten al l  h is hand Laboun and Changes, and

the innumenable hazands that may beFal l  the same ( in which none can

pnomise success) nis pnoFit  is  scancely Six Fon One, yet  the sweet

expected al I  the soun aI Iays.

The Change, in th is Ant,  iF anyone desine to know, I  shal l  hene-

in give the Wisemens nesolut ion,  by which he that would pnoceed hene-

in may tny his Ski l l ,  and may bel ieve without doubt,  that  iF his

Change exceed the pnice oF Five Pieces (on Guineas) ne may be suFe

that he is unl ike to speed; his Heat indeed nequineth a constant Ex-

pense, but yet  wi th one Heat he eFFects so many Wonksr ES theneby

to save the Change in othens, and l ikewise, by th is means make the

Time seem less tedious, oF which I  shal l  Funthen discounse by and by.

But iF he shal l  employ only one Gless,  and one Funnace, yet  may

Ten Pounds be suFFicient Fon the total  Charge, and yet shal l  have

Stone enough whi le he l iveth,  a l though he should expend as much as

any Monanch in the Wonld,  so much may thy Substance be incneased

both in Vintue and Quant i ty.

But he who pnizeth Natunal  Knowledge, cannot be so bannen oF

tnue Sciencer ds not to know how to penFonm some othen Secnets be-

sides, whenewithal  to employ his Fine, whom cuniosi ty may invi te to

tny many pleasant Expeniments in Chymistny.  Such thenefone may have

thein Funnace so contnived, that  wi th one Fine, they may both Put-

neFie,  Digest,  FeFment,  and Dist i l I ,  and so save the toi l  and change

oF many Funnaces, and thus may many heats be obtained, which yet may

no whit  h inden the Openat ion oF thy Secnet Wonk.

But what iF the Wonk should cost  Twenty Pieces? OF which halF

may senve, iF ondened night,  and though also somet imes the Wonk,

thnough Ennonr DaV happen to be lostr  yet  can the loss be no ways

gneat,  non may the hazand be once companed to the expected PnoFit ;

a l though veny Few attain i t .  Fon though One Thing, One Glass,  One

Funnace, one Fine, and One Govennment,  compleateth the whole Wonk;

yet may many Glasses with One Fine, wi th ease be bnought to penFect-



ion,  s ince the Seat on Nest which containeth one Egg, may by Ant

be made to impant heat to mone. I t  suFFiceth theneFone to put

into one Glass so much oF the Composi t ion as may cost the Pnice oF

halF an Ounce oF Gold,  which being shut c lose with the SeaI oF Hen-

mes, thene wiI I  be no Fean oF i ts being lost ,  except some ennoF be

commit ted, which how to avoid I  shal l  Fai thful ly teach.

The Matten which we take in hand Fon this oun Secnet Wonk is

Gold and Mencuny, which we digest so long unt i l  nei then oF them wi l l

pant Fnom the othen, they st i l l  keeping their  Pninciples and Fonm,

unt i l  the Fine by putneFact ion changeth them into a mone noble

State;  which whomsoeven 6od doth so Fan Favoun to see, he cannot by

uncouth hap destnoy his Wonk ene i t  hath nun i ts nace, s ince thene

scance seemeth any noom leFt Fon ennonr dt  least  to a Wise Openaton,

who wi l l  not  canelessly loose so gt^eat a Pnize? But i f  h is Wonk,

by some mischance, should not pnoceed in due counse to i ts desined

peniod, yet  wi I I  he only loose his Time and Fine, which wi l l  be no

gFeat loss,  s ince his Gold and MeFcut-y st i l l  nemain the same they

wene beFonel and theneFone he may soon nenew his Wonk at  p leasune.

Having bnought you thus Fan on youn W-y, I  shal l  yet  funthen

Fniendly lead you on thenein,  and tFuly shew you how to at ta in youn

desined End: TheneFone maFk wel l  what I  say,  and desine oF God he

would so guide both you and me thenein,  that  nei then oF us may go

astnay.

The End of  the Thind Book.

33.



The Fourth Book.

OF the Pnaise oF Alchemy we have alneady spoken much and that

wonthi ly,  being a Subject  so Noble,  and oF such matchless Wonth,

that many have night ly esteemed i t  a Eiv ine Ant:  But now the only

thing to be explained, is how, and by what Means to at ta in the same.

Fon many who having sought i t  wi th gneat Pains,  and vast Expence oF

Money and Time have obtained nothing but beggeny, which having pFo-

ved so Fatal  to many a One, is theneFone by most Men deemed a Fei-

gned Ant.Fon who hath not heand oF the sad complaints oF many who

by the Seanch theneoF have been neduced to Want,  and to I ive in

Miseny? And on the othen hand who hath even heand oF any that by

this Ski t l  d id encFease his Wealth? And From hence theneFone, some

think they may just ly infen that the Thing is a meen Fable,  which

those Ant ists aFe unable to demonstnate.

I  shal l  not  now undeFtake the task oF handl ing al l  the Schemes

oF eFnoneous Pnocesses, because Fnom thence the Fleaden would neap

but smal l  pnoFit ,  who no doubt would much nathen be dinected in the

tnue Study oF Natuners Laws, than undengo the tnouble oF neviewing

the Sophistnies oF the ennoneous Cnew: Yet hene and thene I  shal I

detect  the eFrons oF those Ant ists who deviate Fnom the tFue Way,

who would Natune l ike a lump oF Wax to thein own Chimenas, but

which upon PnooF they Find that they have Iabouned out oF Kind.

The Matten, which we Finst  take in hand, Fon oun Wonk, is only

GoId and Mencuny, which we decoct unt i l  nei then oF them wi l l  Fonsake

the othen, in which openat ion by PutneFact ion they both not and die

and aFtenwands aFe again negenenated in G1ony. And al though, in

Wonds, al l  do conFess this Tnuth,  because aI l  the Magi have decneed

this to be thein only Matten yet Fools do so stnongly expound ouF

Wonds, that  Fon Gold they suppose we mean f  know not what v i le Sub-

stances, and so to save Changes, content themselves with Enoss ot^

Tunds; not necol lect ing that what they in th is Ant cal l  Goldr ho

Man in Payment would take Fon Si lven.

Fon so stupidly ignonant have some beenr ES to make use oF
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Humane dung, as the Matten whenewith to obtain oun secnet Stone:

And in suppont oF this wi ld Not ion quoteth Monian whene he speaketh

thus, that  oun Stone is Found upon a Dunghi l I ,  whichr say they,

what can i t  denote but human Ondune, s ince also he sai th to Kal id,

that  iF he desined to see the tFue Mine oF ounSecnet Stone, he

should look wi th in himselF,  and need not to seek i t  anywhene else.

Anothen taketh Unine, and this sai th he is the Mencuny Which the

Wise Men hide, and Fon want wheneof,  so many miss the Mank, th is

he mixeth wi th the Essence oF the puFest Wine, and thenewith th ink-

eth to catch oun Divine Stone. Some seek thein Matten in Henbs,

some in s imple Waten caught Fnom the Clouds, some in Dew, some do

choose the ju ice oF Toads pnepaned with Ansenick,  some seek i t  in

the Flame oF Fine, some in the Sun-beams, othens endeavoun to catch

the InFluence oF the Moon with a Glass,  some to Fix the InFIux oF

the Sky in some centain Matten, othens judge SaIt-Peten to be the

tnue Matten, and hunt Fon i t  amongst dead Mens Bones, and mouldned

Cankases, Fnom which with gneat pains and dnudgeny they hope to ob-

tain the tnue Matten, and othens conFident ly aFFinm i t  is  to be

Found in Man1e.

So obst inately concei ted ane they in these ennoneous not ions,

that iF you Feason with them about thein Wonk, they wi l l  te l l  you

oF a monstt .ous uncouth Spenm cal led Panspenmion, th is,  wi thout con-

tnadict ion,  they sdV, must be the Chaos oF which eveny Thing that

is Found in the Eanth is made, and out oF which al l  Things aFe bno-

ught Fonth:  I t  having, as they sEyr a being, yet  no pFopeF Fonm,

and being a now speci f icated Subject ,  is  theneFone apt to pr-ocneate

al l  Things. Such is thein Fai th,  that  iF wnapt in a Vis ion,  they

Fancy they see the tnue MatteF thenein,  which alas they know not

whene to f ind.  And this they cal l  thein l iv ing Gold,  thein Mencuny,

this is thein Limbus, and their  secFet Fine; yet  gnoss Sotts have

not sense enough to see the FoIty oF thein Concei ts.

For i t  is  centain,  that  whateven Matten equals not GoId in

weight,  wi l l  neven in Flux enten into i t ,  how then should Natune so

Fonget hen stnict  Laws thus to please the sondid fancies oF those

dotands: Fon the meanest Metal lungist  vet-y weII  knows that nothing



but Metal l ine Subjects can be uni ted wi th Metals.  This is the Fea-

son that the Faeces in cnude oF unnipe Metals at .e not uni ted to

thein Centnal  pant,  and none aFe so ignonant in Alchemy, but knows

that iF these may be sevened, that  they aFe dist inct  fnom the pune

Substance.

WheneFone considen, that  a l though thene be a Spenm Fnom whence

Animals and Vegetables ane engendened, yet  could not that  produce

us any Minenals l  the Beason is plainl  because that then i t  must pene-

tnate i tselF Ten t imes in weight to cFeate a Metal .  L ikewise GoId

doth exceed Waten in weight Sixteen t imes, and Waten is the only

Food that encneaseth the Vegetable and AnimaI Seed: And al though

Wood and Flesh ane not much diFFenent in weight,  yet  wi l l  not  one

Sperm even pnoduce ei then. And al though in the genenal ,  thene doth

appeaF in Matten a mone nemote AFFini ty:  Whence a dead Cankass may

cause a Tnee, iF dunged thenewith,  to bean i ts Fnui t  moFe abundant ly,

as I ikewise Corn and Fnui t  doth encFease the gnowth oF l iv ing Cneat-

unes, which no doubt doth pnoceed Fnom some pnopet^ AFFini ty:  But

Gold,  Gems, and Stonesr or suchl ike th ings, ane appanent ly so Fan

diFfenent Fnom the Natune of  Man on Beast,  that  they can neven by

any Ant be made pnopen Food to nounish them withal ,  oF asswage thein

hungen. Fon betwixt  Things that ane assimi lated by Tnansmutat ion,

thene must intencede onecedent I ikeness. on else no montal  Endeav-

ouns can cause an Union: Thus Metals ane Fed oF thein own propen

moistune, and not by that  oF a diFFenent k ind.

'Tis tnue, Natune knows how oF Waten to make a Metal l ine Body,

when once the Seed oF Metals inhabi t ing thenein beginneth to open-

ate;  yet  st i I I  i t  is  decneed that Natune henselF,  thnoughout hen

whole Flace, shaII  be conFined to hen own pFopen Place: Thus Human

Seed nesides in Man, and l ike oF Beasts,  and al l  othen Species oF

l iv ing Cneatunesl  Moneoven thene is a centain Spini t ,  which l ieth

hid in eveFy gnoss Body, which guides each Thing acconding to i ts

own pnopen Kindr so exact ly,  that  nothing may vaFy Fnom i ts dest ined

Course.

Why then do those bl ind Fools seek Fnom ouF Secnet Stone oF Gold

in Subjects so Fan nemote? On how could they imagine that such a
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noble Vintue l ieth hid in Ni tne,  Unine, Dewr or Clay,  E c,  as to be

able to change cnude Metals into the Weight and Fix i ty oF the Pune?

Which is ut tenly impossible.

We thenefone conclude, that  s ince we seek GoId,  Gold alone must

be the tnue Subject  oF oun Ant,  which eveny Ant ist  doth aven, and

also Fleason i tselF doth conFinm the same. and theneFone this is the

centain Foundat ion oF aI l  oun Secnets.

And now to unFold the Biddles oF the Wise, who oF this Subject

have wnit ten veny Myst ical ly,  which theneFone f  need not do; s ince

many who have pnomised to unFold the same, have yet thnough Envy hid

i t  as much as possible,  whi le othens, who knew nothing oF the Ant,

have been too Fonwand in Wnit ing what they undenstood not.

Monien, a Noble Son oF AFt,  I  conFess hath dankly expnessed the

Tnuthr yet  not wi th decei t  on Feigned delusions, but hath in a hid-

den dness so disposed his Discounse to KaI id,  as not intending that

aI I  th ings should thenein be disclosed. Fon wheneas he wanned the

King to descend into himselF Fon to Find the Matten oF this oun

Stone, theneby intending only to point  out ,  how kind begetteth Kind,

that I ike as himselF did beget his own l ikenessr so Gold must beget

Gold,  acconding to the Fixt  Law of Natune. Yet GoId oF i tselF alone

is only penFect,  but  that  PenFect ion can spaFe no paFt to othens,

without being theneby embaseC, Fon whateven is mixed thenewith can

neven pantake theneoF, non advance i ts impenFect ions above i ts Fon-

men Natune: One Fleason wheneoF I  have given beFone, and anothen is

because oF i ts Conponal i ty,  by r ieason wheneoF the same inFusion can

only mix in a conFused manneF, whi le both do st i l l  netain thein own

pt.open Qual i t ies dist inct ,  a l though to s ight  they appean conjoined.

TheneFone he wisely adds, that  unless we Find oun secnet Stone in a

Dunghi l l ;  that  is ,  GoId must be bnought to PutneFact ion,  which is

then companed to a Dunghi l l ,  othenwise thene is none that can by

any Wonk penFect thein intent ion oF Fix ing Metals to abide the Fine.

The Magi have used Al legonies of  th ings that ane wel l  known to

explain thein hidden Secnets,  whose meaning he doth much mistake who

intenpni ts thein Wonds l i tenal ly;  Fon who but a Fool  would buy a

6oat,  and hope to have a Honse? But othens al though they Found
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thein Wonk on GoId,  (as they cal l  i t )  and seek to make i t  not  and

putneFie,  yet  can they not be penswaded to th ink i t  the Vulgan Gold,

which they neject  wi th disdain;  Becauser saV they, al I  tnue Authors

with one Voice pnofess that thein Gold diFFens veFy much Fnom the

Common, and that theins doth possess a v i tat  Spini t  and is I iv ing,

but that  the othen is dead; and thenefone conclude that he who

useth VuIgan GoId pnoceedeth in an Ennoneous Way.

But he who considens wel l  the Law oF Natune shal l  Find that GoId

is only one, non is thene any othen Substance that may be companed

thenewith;  th is is oun Stone which we digest into a pune Essence,

that may both Tinge othen Metals,  and make them able to endune the

Fine: Fon what is Gold,  but  oF al l  Metals the punest,  the most Fixed,

and oF gneatest  Weight:  Thene being no Metals oF Minenal  that  can

by any human Ant be bnought to shew the Pnopent ies oF Gold,  but  that

then al l  Leanned Men would conFess i t  to be neal  Gold.

WheneFone, Gold is then the Noble Seed oF this oun AFt,  which

as yet is stnaight ly locked up, seeming as i t  wene dead, and he

that shaI l  wonk upon i t  in th is State,  shal l  sunely be deceived;

theneFone i t  hath need oF oun Ant to unloose the same, and make i t

to nelent into a Mine! 'aI  Waten, beFone i t  can shew i ts act ive Vin-

tue.

Fon Example,  obsenve a Gnain oF Wheat,  in which l ieth hid an

act ive and mult ip l icat ive powenr yet  must i t  be sown in the Eanth

and thene die and Fott ing pass thnough Connupt ion,  befone any en-

cnease can be expected, which beFone could not tnuly be cal led Seed,

but Conn, wheneon both Man and Beast may Feed. But should a husband-

man be so Fool ish as to commit  h is Gnain to the Fine, and hope Fnom

thence to Feap a Cnop, would any wonden iF his Fond expectat ion

should pnove Fnui t less;  in opposi t ion to which FoI ly,  i t  may be

tnuly said the Gnain is ut tenly destnoyed and Foneven made incapable

oF mult ip l icat ion:  Fon each Thing hath natunal ly a Fi t  d isposi t ion

to at ta in a centain EFfect ,  which by vanious Openat ions aFe changed

into diFFenent Condi t ions;  which the Ant ist  should duly obsenve:

Thus Wheat gnound to Flowen is not Seed, but the Matten wheneoF

Bnead is made, whose Vi ta l  powen is dead. fF i t  be Malted, theneof
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may be made Beenl  and i t  is  then unFit  Fon Bnead: IF i t  be pnepaned

Fon Stanch i t  is  then unFit  Fon ei then oF the fonmen puFposes; and

i f  i t  be t ra lc ined by the Fine, i t  wi l l  then diFFen Fnom aII  the

aFonenamed Openat ions,  and yield a Fixed Sal t :  And thus oF One en-

t ine Substance, may a thousand Things be Fonmedl whence i t  p la in ly

appeans, that  he who misseth the night disposi t ion al though he wonk

on the tFue Subject ,  yet  wi l l  he neven at ta in the End he pnopounds,

because he pnoceeds inconsistent ly wi th i ts pnopen disposi t ion.

Now to apply these Examples to oun puFpose, suppose a Man take

GoId and vulgan Mencuny, and theneoF make an AmaIgama, which al th-

ough i t  be Fi t  fon those Ant ists who GiId supenf ic ia l ly ,  yet  i t  is

not the tnue Matten oF oun Ant,  and this pnocedune we.neject :  On,

suppose this Mixtune be set to digest in a c inculat ing Heat,  I  wel l

admit  i t  wi l l  y ie ld pnecipi tate,  when al l  the moistune of  Mencuny

is evaponated, but yet  th is diFFens much Fnom oun secFet Stone,

wheneto th is Wonk is enFoneous. But when Gold is tempened with i ts

own pnopen Humidi ty,  and inclosed in a Fi t  GIass,  and then digested

with due heat,  by and by i t  begins to Act,  fon being thus disposed

It is I ike to good Seed cast into good Gnound, which wi l I  augment

i tsel f  in pnopen Kind.

What needs mone to be said? Since i t  is  most evident Fnom Flea-

son, as also the Test imony oF othens, that  oun Matten is GoId,

which must be mixed with oun tnue Waten, which many seek but Few

find; th is then must be put into a propen Vessel  and secunely c lo-

sed up: and placed in i ts pt-open Nest.  Then apply ing a due Fine,

i t  wi l l  s t in i t  up to Mot ion,  which take cane to keep cont inued in

a pnopen degneer f ,Bi then too gneat non too smal l :  And then I  b ind

my Fai th,  and the cnedi t  of  my Name thy Wonk shal l  have Success.

Gold then in whateven Fonm i t  appeans, i= st i l l  Gold,  iF i t  be

stampt i t  is  cal led Coinr or i t  may be Fonmed into a Fl ing,  oF a

thousand othen Things; but iF i t  be connoded with a Waten cal led

Chnysulca,  which eveny vulgan Chemist  sel ls,  and then with a Lye

oF Tantan made to Fal I  to the bottom, i t  g ives a Powden cal led Selo-

petant Gold,  which wi th a touch Fines with a most FeanFul thundening

Cnack, nending downwands with so powenFul a Fonce as is scance to
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be bel ieved; which is a cuniosi ty hath been Found out by many, wi th

divens othen changes.

5o then as GoId is used i t  becomes the Matten Fon one on anothen

punpose, but as yet  i t  is  not  ouns unt i l  by a Fetnognade mot ion i t

be Fesolved into a Fluid Substance, which is then oun Sun and Oun

Manchasi te jo ined with oun Moon, and oun bnight Cnystal  Fountain.

As then eveFy Eanth is not Fi t  Fon each Seedr so nei then is

eveny Metal l ine Waten Fon oun Ant;  they who hi t  upon our-  tFue Waten

have obtained the hidden Pant of  oun nane Stone, which iF they can

espouse to the Sun, by digest ing both in a pnopen Vessel  wi th a due

Fine; I  may be bold to say they may go to the Hespenian Tnee and

pluck i ts Apples;  And such may advance Eonponeal Gold to such a deg-

nee of  PenFect ion,  as wi l l  enable i t  to enteF, t inge and Fix al l

ImpenFect Metals into most Fine Gold.

I f  you desine to leann the Secnet oF this Mencuny, at tend car-e-

Ful ly to what I  shal l  Funthen say: Fon that Matten is a Waten, and

yet i t  is  a Fine, which conquers Bodies,  and changeth them Fnom a

Fixed, to a pune Spini tual  FIy ing Substance, which aFtenwands be-

cometh so Fixed as to endune al l  Fine.

This Waten Floweth Fnom a foun-Fold Spning, which yet is but

Thnee, which but Two, and which but One: This is the only Bath

wherein to bathe oun King; th is is oun May-dew, oun FIying Stone,

and oun Bind oF Henmes, Fly ing in the Mountains,  and always cnying

yet wi thout Voice.  I t  is  Satunnrs ofFspning who keepeth a Wel l ,

whenein you must cause Mans to be dnowned, then let  Satunn in th is

Wel l  behold his Face, which wi l l  then seem Fnesh, young and tenden,

and when the Souls oF both ane thus mixed togethen, they wi l l  be

much amended by each othen: Then Io,  a Stan shal l  Fal l  into th is

WeIl ,  whose lustnous Flays wi l l  cause the Eanth to shine. Let Venus

also add hen inFluence, fon she is the Nunse oF this oun Oivine

Stone, and the bond oF al I  Cnystal l ine Mencuny.

This is the Spning in which ouF Sun must die,  th is is oun Lunar

Juice,  our-  Moon, and the Hespenian Ganden, and happy aFe they who

know how to pnepane i t ,  Fon they may soon cl imb to the tops oF the

Mountain whene peFpetual  Bay banisheth al l  Dankness and Obscuni ty,
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oF which Ant you shal l  hean by and by.

Take thou that Substance, which is cal led Satunnts Chi Id,  and

is that  Senpent which thou shal t  see devoun Cadmus and his Compan-

ions; th is Substance, al though i t  be much deFi led,  yet  thou shal t

wi th a gent le Showen wash oFF i ts blackness, unt i l  the Moon appeaF-

eth most shining bnight,  and then know that the Day is neanl  when

thou then s€lEt a Cancass anatomized, which is oun venemous Toad, by

us so highly pnized; then cause this to lose i ts Venome, which may

be at ta ined by bleeding, the Blood pFesenve caneFuIIy,  and hene I

have disclosed aI I  I  dane.

Let seven Eagles caFny this aloFt,  Fon Ain wi th Ain wi l l  easi ly

ascend, and let  i t  as of t  descend to the Eanth,  because the Eanth

must theneinto lend i ts inFluencel  then with a gent le Fine Femove

the Faeces, and you wi l l  have the Substance we so much esteem.

This is a Waten, shining veny bnight,  which must be mixed with

SoI in due pnopont ion,  next leann the due Heat pnopeF to be admin-

istened, and thy s ight shal l  teach the nest whence the Lion being

ennaged shal l  make a bloody Fight wi th the Eagles,  and aI I  shal l

end in most dismal dankness.

But oh! Bewane, in th is Wonk, that  impat ience do not cause thee

to tnansgFess the Laws oF Natune I  Fon no Man soonen enns, thnough

heat on cold,  than he who hath not pat ience to wai t  i ts  pnopen Time.

Move not noF open thy Glass,  nei then incnease thy Fine nashry,  Fon

one Houn wnong may cost thee dean, thene being nothing in the whole.

Openat ion thou needest so much to Fean: ds too much Fine, theneFone

govenn thy Fine caneFul ly and di l igent ly,  and with Pat ience wait

the desined End.

IF th is Pant be accepted, and Find such a welcome as i t  desenv-

eth,  I  shal l  out  oF Love, and a desine to seFve the Studious shont-

Iy publ ish the Pnact ick Pant in Thnee Books: At pFesent take this,

nead and accept i t  Fon the sake of  the Given.

Sic Expl ic i t  pans pnima Theonica.
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An Advert isement to the

READER.

Counteous Readen,

Thou hadst in the Fonmen Pant the Theony, henein the Pnact ick

explained; penuse i t  wel l ,  and thou shal t  be Fneed Fnom al l  snanes

of Pseudochemists.  I  d id not intend to have added anything to the

end oF this Tneat ise,  as being in my opinion sufFic ient ly convictony,

but because I  know many Men have a gneat intenest to oppose any tFue

Light ( t l - rey making a base gain by impostunes) I  shal l  tnouble thee

with a Few Lines, which i t  may be wi l l  pnove no tnouble,  iF thou

penuse them seniously.  The dniFt  oF this Tneat ise is,  as thou canst

not but Find by neading i t ,  to conceive the Ant oF Alchemy to be

tnue, not Fict i t iousr or Feigned (as many judge i t  to be only Flomant-

ick) which is Finst  done by Test imonies,  and those oF such who wene

themselves pnoFessed Adept i ,  and also oF such who did not pnetend to

the Ant;  so that  an Ant conFinmed by the test imony oF i ts own Sons,

and Stnangens also to i t ,  aI I  being Men oF undoubted Cnedit ,  is  not

quest ionable,  but  by unneasonable Cavi l lens.  In the next place he

adjoins Finm Fleasonsr ptroving the pnobabi l i ty ,  and possibi l i ty  oF

what Ant ists by thein Ant do pnomisel  and thindly,  bnings in his own

expenimental  test imonies,  concenning what he with his eyes had seen,

and with his hands handled in th is paFt iculan, upon which account,

as an Oculan witness, he might wni te wi th conFidence, and centainty.

AFten which he pnoceeds to an expl icat ion oF the At- t  in genenal ,

and then in pant iculan, shewing what is to be chosen, and what r-e-

Fused in th is Ant,  and so closeth his Theony; And in the Seeond

Pant which is th is,  he doth plainly discoveF the Pnact iquer Vet sor

as that only Sons oF this Ant shal l  undenstand i t ,  but  dankly eno-

ugh to a Sophisten. I  shal l  only speak something as to the Maten-

ia ls which ane to be taken in the Wonk, The Authon quoted Few,

non indeed could Meet oF wel l  bean quotat ions,  besides, he chal leng-

ing a Name among expenimental  Witnesses, would not pnove his asseFt-

ions so much by Test imony as by Fleason: I  who must Fol low him, as
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Neopnolemus did his Fathen

conf inm that by Test imony

Achi l les (Non passibus aequis)  shal l

which he hath convincingly pnoved by

most sound Anguments.

Finst  I  shal l  begin wi th Antephius,  that  sans Phi losophen, He

speaks of  two Bodies and a Waten, the one the Sun, the othen the

Moon, the waten Mencuny, the Sun is ( taton) that  is  Gotd,which hath

these Epi thets,  Finst  a penFect Body, secondly the Body oF Fixat ion,

and the most Fixt  Body, in which sense he cnies out,  O Natune, how

thou maketh Gold volat i le,  which in i t  selF is most Fixed! Next

i ts cal led Go1d, such as is Fol iable,  Iaminable,  on Calc inable wi th

Mencuny, a Body which by the Waten may be whitened. In a wond, he

that shal I  quest ion that Antephius speaketh oF Gold,  such as is

known for Gold,  must Find moFe whimsies in expounding him, than eveF,

Natune, wi thout deniding his dotage can bean.

He that wi I l  nead Antephius and his Exposi ton John Pontanus,

shal l  Find that the diFf icul ty oF Alchemy doth not lye in Finding

the Body on Matten, on which Pontanus enned two hundned t imes in

pnact icel  but  to Find the only Agent in the Wonld,  that  may make

the moistune FetuFn oF the penFect Body, to Fevea1 what is hidden,

to rnake naw and neincnudinate i t ,  to use Antephiust  wonds; th is

Ant imonial  Vinegan oF Antephius,  th is Minenal  Fine oF Pontanus,

which aFe 
- !g.g1.!gg, 

is the main Secnet,  which is indeed the Moon,

which is not a Metal ,  though the sun on GoId be; thenefone though

he speaketh oF two Bodies,  the Sun and the Moon, yet  i t  is  to be

undenstood that only the Sun is Fixed; i t  is  tnue, that  in Fenmentat-

ion neal  pune Si lven is used Fon the Whiter ES Gold Fon the Red, but

not in the Finst  Wonk; fon Finst  the Sun is nesolved in the Waten

by the mediat ion oF the Moon, which is a tenden, puFe and clean

Body, acconding to Fl ip ley,  (Finst  the White must come out oF the

FledJ some ane veny cnaFty in expounding GoId in Phi tosophy, which

exposi t ion in Pol i t icks would savoun stnongly oF Knaveny; thein

dotage makes me to th ink oF some Lunat ick Men, who wi l l  gathen up

cockle-she11s and Pebbles Fon inest imable Gems and load themselves

with tnumpeFy, and then they account themselves might i ly  enniched,

and can laugh heant i ly  at  soben Men Fon not pniz ing their  Togsl  such
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ane some Alchemists,  whose bnains oul-  Moon hath too much unsett led,

that they dole on that Fon GoId,  which a soben man would be loath

to take Fon Si lvenr rs SaIt  Ni ten,  MayDew, Flain Waten, catcht  in a

Thunden, Human Ondune, and Unine, and such Foolenies,  not  considening

what Bennand Tnevisan concludes out oF Panis iensisr  E etc.

To whom I  must apply that  shanp nepnooF oF Phi losophens, Cnedi t -

is extnibul is uvas, exspinis noFas Cott igene? Tam Fatui  Funt qui

ex Gombust ib i l ibus incombust ib i l ia,  ex Caducis aeteFna pnodueene

intendunt,  Oion. Zach. p.  g1O Theat Chem. Vo1. f .  in exposi t ione

Fenment i  Phi losophico Non al ten quan Videmus panum Fenment i ,  etc.

s imi l i ten div inum opus nostFum metal la Convent i t  ad fuam Natunam, S

quia est  (Aunum N.B. l  i f fa tnansmutat et iam in Aunum, Bennand Tnev.

p.  77".  Theat.  Vol .  f  L iben Cisputat ionis pnaemium enat,  FoI i is  E

Coopentonic,  ex pul-o putoque Auno FabneFactus,  qui  p.  716. in Fontem

decidebat,  unde Iapis genenabatun, p.  773. Fled qui  Fontem intnat

est  ab in i t io vest ium ex panno Auneo, est  pat iens algonis,  Fudorum,

pluvianum, etc.  i ta quod omnes subdi t i  intenFicene non possunt,  gui

rex tandem aequat omnes subdi tos E Fnatnes Fibi  r  petr  Cannis suae

Fenovatae communicat ionem.

Now iF the eFFect be GoId,  the King must needs denote GoId,

Monien, c i tatus a Bennando, p.  709. Theat.  Vo1. I .  Scirote Latonem

nostnum nubnum esse, ac inut i lem nobis existene usque dum albus Fiat ,

E c.  p.  15O. Nostna medicina Fi t  ex duobus unius eFFent iae,  ex

unione Mencunial i  Fixae E non Fixae Natunae E c.  S exal io nequaqum

Fieni  potest ,  etenim Ant is industnia hihi t  Natuna pen Antemr ut  decet

(v incula sotvendo N.B.)  i tem ans adjuta pen Natunam, Sc. Fimul ambae

deFidenium adimptent ex voto di l igenteF openantes.

f  shal l  need to quote no mone places, but only name the Authons.

p.  A??. Theat.Chem. Vo1. I .  Si  Fixum solvas Faciasque volate solutum

Ec. He that wi I I  take pains to nead Flamels Annotat ions oF divens

Authons, shal I  Find this point  c leaned up beyond al I  Cavi I .  Also

Tnevisans Epistolary answen to Thomas oF Bononia,  Ripley in his

Finst  gate oF PutneFact ion I  Oun A]-gs.  
- .d 

oun @ry be only in

Metals,  which oi ls and Ungents some Men them cal l ;  and because that

Fools should neven know oun Stone. To conclude, wene the Gavi l ls
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wonth mone pains oF sat isFact ion,  f  should take i t ,  but  such as wi l l

not  see, i t  is  p i ty to lead, but to let  them wandeF in thein own

extnavagancies.  The othen Tneat ises ment ioned in my Epist le beFone

this Wonk, do most FuI ly pnove this point ,  especial ly that  inst i t -

uted Ans Metal lonum Metamonphoseos, and that inst i tuted Alchemy

Tniumphing, on a Shont way to a Long Li fe;  and that int i tu led,

Elenchus ennonum in Ante Chemica Deviant iuqr,  which wi l l  eFe Iong

see the Lightr  uhless I  neceive a pnohibi t ion Fnom the Authon to

publ ish them, which I  h i thento have leave to make publ ick.  Fane-

wel l .

Thine to senve thee to my powen,

Anonymus Phi tochemicus.

Anagnammatizomenos.

Vin gnegis Custos.
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These Books weFe wnit ten by an unseen hand,

Yet judge them not unless you undenstand;

To be a Judge in what you do not know,

I t  is  the yuay your-  ignonance to showl

And so appeaF l ike Hanny Mast ix Moone,

I ' lho judged Natune when he did not know hen.

Study thou al l ,  and hold Fast what is good,

When you have studied, i f  you have undenstood

Too this Authon, though you do not know him,

Thanks and honoun you wi l l  be bound to awe him.

Wil l iam Sempson.

47.



THE iARROIJ

()F

ALCHEIIY

Tnr Secorp Plnr.

Corrnr i ln{G Tnner Boors,  EtucrDATIl tG THE

PRACTICK

THE Frnsr Boor.

48.



Alchemy, which by some is cal led the Golden Ant,  we have, in

the Fonmen Pant,  both pnoved, and by Examples taught,  that  i t  is

no Fable as many have deemed, but a t -eal  Science; which now in

this Second Pant we shal l  in due oFden unfold the Pnact ice theneoF,

wheneby may be obtained gneat Stone oF Si lven and GoId.  And Fon a

Gnound oF what we intend, considen welI ,  and with good judgement

weigh the Feason oF oun Wonk, othenwise you may spend youn t ime

and cost in vain,  and reap nothing but to i l  and lossr tss many have

done.

WheneFone, the Stone you seek, we have said,  and so st i l l  aFFinm

is only Gold,  bnought to the highest penFect ion possible;  which a1-

though i t  be a most Finm and compact Body, yet  by the dinect ion oF

Ant,  and the Openat ion oF Natune, i t  may be made a t inging and neven

Fadeing Spini t ;  which Natune alone could neveF have eFFected, be-

cause GoId hath not poy'ren to move i tselF to such a degnee oF Pen-

fect ion,  but i t  would Fon even nemain in i ts own pnopen constancy.

He thenefone that would at ta in th is Essence, must by Ant tunn

his Gold into Dust,  and make i t  nelent into a Minenal  Waten, which

Cinculate wi th a due Fine unt i l  the moistune being dnyed up i t  be-

cometh Fixed; th is must then be oFten imbibed and necongealed,

theneby, as i t  wene, seal ing up the InFant in i ts Mothenrs Womb,

which Feed so long unt i l  i t  obtain stnength suFFicient to overcome

aII  i ts  stundy opposi tes:  Then being Fenmented, i t  must so Iong

abide the doom oF i tenated Blackness unt i l  the Natunes not and die,

which then be sune to neviv i fy,  subl ime, and exaIt ,  and again make

i t  netunn to the Eanth,  whene let  i t  s tand in heat so long unt i l

i ts  b lackness be tunned into the punest White;  the King being then

placed upon his Floyal  Seal ,  wi I l  shine l ike the spankl ing Flame,

and the hidden Stone which we cal I  oun Sulphun. This mult ip ly so

long unt i l  i t  be bnought to the Spini tual  EI ix in;  which then l ike

the Judge at  the Day oF Doom, condemneth to Fine al l  Tennestnei ty

adhening to the pur-e Substance in impenFect Metals.

WheneFone, iF oun Subject  be Gold,  then must we Find an Agent

pnopen to unlock the same, which iF thou knowest how to seek in

i ts own Kind, thou shal t  not  need to imploy much cost to pnepane i t ;
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which appeaneth a v i le Matten to s ight ,  being much deFi led by i ts

Fi l thy outside: OF this Few Authons speak, and those that do, obsc-

une this Key as much as they can; but I ,  Kind Fleaden, shal l  shew

such Candoun, as gneaten no Man even yet did devisel  yet  be assuned

' t is  not a Wonk to be at ta ined by one oF a dul l  Genuis,  non oF him

that disdaineth Laboun, Fon id leness is an absolute ban to th is Ant;

but iF thou ant oF a doci l  Wit ,  and be industnious, then at tend to

what f  shal l  now declane, and Finst  oF the Histony which l ieth hid

in th is oun Fieny Agent.

The Substance which we Finst  take in hand, is a Minenal  oF Kin

to Mencuny, which a cnude Sulphun doth bake in the Eanth:  And is

cal led Satunn?s Chi ld,  which indeed appeaFeth v i le to s ight ,  but  is

glonious within:  I t  is  Sable colouned, wi th Argent Veins appeaning

intenmixed in the Body, whose spankl ing I ine stains the connate SuI-

phun: I t  is  whol ly volat i le and unFixed, yet  taken in i ts nat ive

cnudi ty,  i t  pungeth al l  the supenFlui ty oF SoI:  'T is oF a venemous

natune, and abused by many in a Medicinal  way: IF i ts Elements by

Ant be loosened, the inside appeans veny nesplendent,  which then

Floweth in the Fine l ike a Metal ,  a l though thene is nothing oF a

Metal l ine k ind moFe bni t t le.

This is oun Dnagon, which the God oF Wan assaylrd wi th Anmoun

oF the stoutest  Steel ,  but  a l l  in vain,  because a new seen Stan did

shew, that  when Cadmus Finst  d id FeeI th is Fonce, he could not wi th-

stand so gneat a might,  but  Fnom his Body i t  d id his Soul  d iv ide:

Oh mighty Fonce! Which when the Sages beheld,  they wene amazed,

and named this thein Gneen Lyon, whose Funy with Chanms they hoped

at length to tame. WheneFone, Iet t ing him pney on the associates

oF Cadmus, they Found that by his might he over-came them, and the

Fnay being oven, fo a monning Stan was seen to appeaF Fnom out oF

the Eanth,  and the Cancasses being nemoved, thein instant ly appean-

ed a nunning Spning, wheneat they said the Beast did dnink,  unt i l

h is Bel ly bunst;  but  stnange i t  seemed to them, that  as soon as th is

Dragon came nean the Spning the Watensr ?s though aFnaid did stnai-

ghtway net ine,  non could Vulcanrs help ought avai l r to neconci le

them; then appeaned Diana's Qelre in bnight shining at t ine,  wi th
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whose Si lven Wings the Ain was calmed, whenein the inFolded Dnagon

lost  h is st ing;  then the Watens I ike a Flood did stnaight Fetunn,

and swal lowed up the Beast,  whose Coloun tunned as black as a Coal ,

and this oun Dnagon caused the Fountain to st ink wi th a most Foet id

smel l ,  whenein he died, and i t  pnoved to him a Gnave: But through

the aid oF Vulcan this Enagon did again nevive,  and neceived Fnom

Heaven a SouI,  wheneby both weFe neconci led,  who beFone wene Enem-

ies,  whose Souls being now uni tedl  they leave thein Bodies,  and

become the Nymphs tnue Bath,  and ouF Gneen Lyonl  wheneoF the l ike

was neven seen beFone.

But not to hold the longen in suspence, I  shal l  now plainly un-

Fold the meaning oF these Al legonies,  and untye those Knots,  whose

obscune sense may much penplex the Fleaden.

WheneFone now obsenve, that  oun Son oF Satunn, must be uni ted

to a Metal l ine,  and Mencunial  Fonm, because i t  is  Angent-Vive alone,

which is the Agent oun Wonk nequines, but common Angent-Vive avai l -

eth nothing to oun Stone, being dead, Vet i t  is  incl ined to be accua-

ted by the Sal t  oF Natune, and tnue Sulphun, which is i ts only Mate.

This SaIt  is  Found in Satunnrs oFF-spning, being pune within,  and

hath powen to penetFate to the Centne oF MetaIs,  abounding with

such qual i t ies as Fi ts i t  to enten the body oF Sol ,  which i t  d iv id-

eth into EIements,  and aFten dissolut ion abideth thenewith.  The

Sulphun you must seek in the house oF Anies,  th is is the Magick

Fine oF the Wise, to heat the Kings Bathr (which thou mayest pne-

pane in a Weeks t ime) th is Fine I ies stnaight ly concealed, which

thou mayest unlock in an hounrs t ime, and af tenwands wash i t  wi th

a Si lven showen.

I t  seemeth stnange indeed, that  a Meta1 so stout S Fixt  as to

withstand the thundening blast  oF Vulcan, which wi l l  not  nelent in

any heat,  non mix in FIux wi th any Metal ,  yet  by oun Ant,  i t  wi l l

in th is peincing Minenal  L iquor be made netnognade. This Kingly

Wonk the Almighty hath sealed, to teach the Pnudent that  the Royal

fnFant is hene bonn, whom stnaightway they di l igent ly seek, and by

the Stan ane guided to him; but Fools seanch Fon ouF Secnets in son-

did th ings, out oF kind, and theneby bning themselves to nuin.
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This Substance is oF a Stel late natuFe, and whol ly Spini tual ,

being total ly incl ined to FIy Fnom the Fine; the neason is because

the SouI oF each is a Magnet to each othen, and this we cal l  the

Unine oF old Satunn. This is oun SteeI,  oun tnue Henmaphnodite,

oun Moon, so named fon i ts bnightness: This is oun unnipe Gold,

which to s ight  is a bni t t le Body, but is tamed by Vulcan, the SouL

oF which iF thou canrst  mix wi th Mencuny, no Secnet shal l  be hid

Fnom thee.

I  need not c i te Authons, Fon I  have both seen, and with my

hands have wnought th is Mysteny, and by constant ly adhening to the

Counci l  oF Natune, have been dinected to nenden the most sol id Body

soFt,  and have made the Gnoss Body a t inging Fixed Eanth,  which

wi l l  neven Fade. Non do I  say th is alonel  Fon many moFe have at test-

ed the same, whose Knots I  hene unt ie:  Antephius named i t ,  but  he

doth not disclose the othen Secnet,  because he sai th i t  ought to

be sought Fon oF God, unless i t  be taught by a wise Masten.

This is the Fl iddle,  which hath so much peFplexed the Students

of th is Ant:  Hence Zeumon in Tunba p.  18, Ans AuniF:  VcI.  ?:  Oun

Stone is v i le,  and yet i t  is  conjoined with the most pnecious, the

vi le is cast  out in the High-way, and on DunghiI Is,  and is Found

in Fi t thy places, which is the Matter we must take Fon the tnue

gnound oF oun Ant:  None can l ive wi thout i t ,  and i t  is  appl ied to

sondid uses, al l  which denoteth i t  to be Mans only,  to whom aII  th is

bet ideth:  In Ships he Floateth upon the Ocean, and without him

without him cannot any Ship on House be bui l t ,  non any Menchandize

be wel l  cannied on; by him we plow our-  Land, Feap oun Conn, dFess,

boi l ,  and cut oun Meat,  and with him aFe Honses shoe'd1 with many

othen uses too tedious hene to enumenate,  and yet i t  doth oFten

Iye in a contempt ib le mannen upon the Eanth,  in old stub Nai ls,

E c.  Which ane scance wonth the Finding, wheneby i t  may be esteem-

ed viLe.

Moneoven Anies is known to be the House of  stout Mans, in which

al l  Ant ists change thee to begin in thy Wonk, and what can be said

mone plain? Sunely thene can be none so ignonant as not to bel ieve

that a hidden meaning is concealed in these Wonds, which hi thento
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was neveF betten explained. Belus in

VoI.  ?.  commandeth to jo in the Fighten

Tunba, p.

wi th him

Wan, he

?7. Ans AuniF:

that  I is teth not

to Fight l  wheneFone to Mans the God of assigneth Satunn in

union, who del ighteth in Peace, whose Kingdom I  need not nelate,

being so wel l  known to al l .

BehoId the Second Figune which is placed in the Phi losophens

Bosany, p.  ?4?, Ans AuniF,  VoI.  ?. ,  whene the King and Queen in

FloyaI Robes holdeth between them oun tFue Lunany, beaning eight

Flowensr yet  wi thout a Boot l  and between them is a Bind: Unden thein

Feet ane the Sun and Moon, the King holdeth in his hand a Flowen,

the Queen anothen, and the Bind holdeth a Thind in his Beak, having

also a Stan upon hen Tai l ,  which s igni f ieth oun gFeat Secnet;  Fon

the winged Bind denoteth Mencuny jo ined with the Stanny Eanth,  unt i l

both become volat i le and Fly ing.

Hence i t  appeaFs that the Ancient Sages chused t^athen to inst-

nuct the Eye by Figunes, than the Ean by Wonds; neveFtheless some

oF thein Discounses aFe so plain,  that  a lmost any FooI may gathen

the meaning couched in them: To which punpose, being myselF a Son

oF Ant,  I  have in the Cabala Sapientum cleanly explained the same,

wheneto I  nemit  the Studious Beaden; and shal l  now pnoceed in my

intended counse to shew how to obtain th is Waten, which so Few Find,

wheneby we dnaw out the most secnet Seed oF SoI,  wheneFone with al I

d i l igence leann to obtain th is Waten, Fon i t  is  the gnound oF oun

Quintessence.

Know then that aI l  Metals have but one Matten, which is nothing

else but Mencuny, which as a gnound Finst  gave an entnance to a

possibi l i ty  of  Tnansmutat ionl  and hence we conclude that oun most

secnet Waten hath the same Matten with Vulgan Mencuny. And iF cnude

Mencury,  and aI I  the Five imperFect Metals,  may be tunned into GoId,

(which by Feason oF thein cnudi ty wi t l  bunn away in the Fine) t f re

neason wheneofr  ES the Wise Men teach, is because that aI l  MetaIs

do pantake of  Mencuny and at .e theneFone al ike tnansmutable:  And iF

oun Mencuny, which we cal l  oun l iv ing Waten, be no othen than un-

nipe Gold,  then whateven MetaI  shal l  by Ant be convented into GoId,

must hold such a Natune, BS may by AFt be made oun Angent-Vive.



So then iF Lead, Tinr otr  Coppen, wene nesolved into a neal

Mencuny, then might Ant cause those Watens fon i t  appeaF so changed

in Fonm, that  any oF them might be Fnamed into oun Sophick Mencuny.

But what needs this,  s ince Natune hath pnoduced a Waten object  neady

to each Ant ists handr oi  which a Fonm may by Ant be induced, which

may easi ly command oun Secnets? TheneFone considen what i t  is  that

Mencuny wanteth oF being oun most secnet Menstnuuml Fon we gnant,

that  both ane Metal l ine,  and oF Weight and Coloun aI ike,  and also

that each ane Fluid and volat i le in the Fine; but we seek Fon a Sul-

phun in ouns, which that oF the Mine lacketh,  and this Sulphun puniF-

ies the Matten, making i t  Fieny, and yet i t  nemaineth a waten. Fon

Waten is the Womb, which want ing heat,  is  whol ly unapt fon tnue Gen-

enat ion'  non wi l l  ouF Body be neduced to sweat,  and send Fonth his

Seed, but in a Stat ion oF a c inculat ing Fine, commixed by Ant wi th

a Mencuny pantaking of  Sulphun.

This Sulphun must be oF a magnet ick Foncer or v intue, and thene-

Fone must be tnue GoId,  a l though unnipe, and also oF one sounce both

as to the Matten and Fonm, wi th only th is diFFenence, that  as the

othen is Fixt ,  th is must be volat i le and Frying, having power- to

open and unloose the Fonmen. And thene is only one Body in the

Eanth,  which is so neanly arryed to Mencunyr ds is Fi t  to pnepane

i t  Fon oun secnet stone, and to hide the sor id Body in i ts womb,

this as r  said beFone is the oFF-spning oF satunn, wel I  known to

al l  the Magi,  and which I  have shewed.

And al though some oF the Metals may be mixed with Angent-v ive,

yet  do they not enten each othen othenwise than as to s ight ,  but  by

heat may easi ly be dniven Fnom each othen, fon you wiI I  Find that

they neven penetnate the Centen, noF wi l l  e i then oF them be al tened

Fon the betten. The Feason is,  because the Sulphun which l ieth in

the penFect Meta1s, is sealed up, as i t  wer-er or else in the othens

doth Pantake oF tenFene Faeces, and Cnudit ies,  which Mencuny abhons,

noF wi l l  i t  be uni ted unto them, arthough to s ight  they may seem

to be mixed. IF you sepanate those Faeces you shal l  obtain a Fluid

Mencuny, and a cnude SuIphun, which by congelat ion hath handened the

humidi ty,  and you shaI l  a lso Find an aluminous SaIt ,  but  aI I  these

ane oF too nemote a k ind Fnom GoId.
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But the Minenal  we so much esteem, except i ts cnude dnegs,

(which at-e aI I  sepenableJ,  containeth a puFeF Mencuny, which shaII

nestone dead Bodies to l iFe,  that  they l ike al I  othen things may

theneby be enabled to geneFate thein own Kind. But i t  containeth

in i tse1F no Sulphun, save only i t  is  congealed by a bunning Sul-

phun, being bni t t le,  and black wi th shining Veins:  This Sulphun

is nothing Metal l ine,  but  iF night ly sepanated acconding to Ant,

is veFy much I ike to the Vulgan in outwand appeaFance. The Dnegs

being nemoved, thene appeans a Nut in fashion l ike to a Metal ,

(which may be powdened to dust)  whenein is shut up a tenden SouI,

which in a smal l  Fine aniseth as Smoke, I ike unto Angent-v ive,

s l ight ly congealed, which the Fine doth evaponate.

This gives penetnat ion unto oun Waten, and enables i t  to en-

ten to the Centen oF Bodies,  which i t  whol ly inventeth,  and ned-

uceth them into thein Finst  tFue Matten: And this wanteth to be

joined unto a tnue Sulphun, which is to be Found in the House oF

Anies.  By this Minenal  only,  thnough the Ant ists ski l l ,  and the

help oF VuIcan, is Mans netnognadated into a MinenaI l  as by many

hath of ten been assayed: This is oun tFue Venus, the Spouse of

lame Vulcan, who is beloved oF Mans.

Finst  then cause Mans Fon to embnace this Minenal .  so shal l

both cast  away thein Eanthiness, and in shont space the Metal l ine

Substance shal I  shine l ike unto the Heavens, and Fon a Sign oF

thy success, thou shal t  sunely Find a Seal  oF a Stel late k ind im-

pninted theneon. This is the FloyaI Stamp, the Mank which the

Almighty sets upon this stnange Subject ;  th is is the Heavenly

Fine, wheneoF a Spank being once Kindled, causeth such a change

in the Bodies,  that  the blackness is made to shine l ike a spnakl ing

Gem, whenewith as a Diadem ouF Young King is Cnowned. To this add

Venus in a due pnopont ion,  whose Beauty is admined by Mans, and

she is known to have gneat Love and desine to be jo ined unto him,

when she to mot ion is soon inel inedr €s being aI lyed to GoId,

Mans, and bnight Eiana, wi th whom she conci l iateth Love, and tnue

Union.

But VuIcan gnowing jealous, i t  gnieveth the l imping Euckhold
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to feel  h is Head adonned with Honns, and theneFone hoping to des-

tnoy this compact,  he spneadeth his Net oven them and catching his

Spouse and Mans in the Act,  sheweth the intnapt Lovens wnapt thenein.

Neventheless,  let  not  th is be esteemed menely as a FabIe;  but

Finst  obsenve how Cadmus is by ounFience Beast devouned, whom Cad-

mus aFtenwands having stout ly peinced desenveth a Champion's Name,

Fon this Senpent (by might ovenpowened) he with deadly Spean tnans-

Fixeth against  an Oak, whom beFone eveFy one did Fean. Obsenve also

the Stan, which neal ly is Solanr os may be pnoved, Fon GoId uni teth

int imately wi th Satunnrs Chi ld,  whose Faeces being punged out,  aI l

that  is  penFect subsideth to the bottom, which aFten Fusion, being

pouned Fonth,  when cold,  i t  showeth a Stan, even as doth Mans. But

Venus gives a Metal l ine Substance, which oF i tselF alone is contempt-

ib le,  but  being uni ted wi th Mans, as iF inFolded in a Net,  i t  appean-

eth Fine to behold,  which the shanp-sighted mystenious Poets have in

a hidden disguise descnibed, al though cleanly enough to the Wise.

WheneFone the SouI oF Satunn, and Mans, ane by out-  Ant wi th the

help oF Vulcan veFy closely mixed, but ane both al ike volat i le,

whose pants ane not div is ib le,  unt i l  the SouI oF Mans becometh Fixed,

which then leaveth Satunn, and is then in tnyal  Found to be most

perFect GoId,  and oF a most pune and tnue Tinctune. But th is media-

t ion must be at ta ined by Venus, on else no ski l l  oF Man can seveF

them: Do not al though they weFe neduced to dust;  yet  being conjoin-

ed, they wi  I  I  be neduced only by the associat ion oF V"_!gg, wheneoF

Diana makes oF them a seDanat ion.

Some in onden to pt^epane thein Waten, use the Eloves oF Diana,

which is a most tedious laboun, that  even Fon an AFt ist  to hi t  i t

once night,  he may twice unFontunately miss:  But the othen Way,

(which is the most secFetJ,  $,e recommend to al l  that  mean to be

tt-ue Ant ists.

WheneFone let  the most subt i le vapoun oF the Waten be so long

and so oFten cinculated, unt i l  the Souls oF each ( leaving thein

gnossen MattenJ uni te,  and FIy togethen aIoFt l  whene you must be

sune not to let  them abide so long unt i l  they be congealed, Fon

them youn Wonk would pnove eFnoneous.
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TheneFone take oF the Son oF old Satunn two pants,  and Cadmus

one pant,  these puni fy so long by the aid oF Vulcan, unt i l  (being

Fneed Fnom thein Faeces) tne Metal I ine pant be puFe; which must be

done in Foun nei tenat ions,  whose penFect opeFat ions the Stan shal l

teach you.

Make AEneis equal  to hen Loven, punging them antFul ly,  unt i l

the Net oF Vulcan inclose them both,  which then let  them be wel l

wet wi th the waten, and cont inued in heat and moistune unt i l  they

become penFonate,  and the Souls oF both be gloni f ied.  This is the

Heavenly Dew, which must be Fed so oFten and long as Natune nequin-

eth,  at  least  Thnee t imesr or unt i l  Seven, thus leading them thnough

waves and FIames as neason shal l  d i t^ect ,  but  bewane that thou put

not the tenden Natune to f l ight  by the Fonce oF too gneat a Fine.

Know also Fon centain that  the Mencuny, whenewith we begin the

Wonk, must be l iquid and white,  but  be caneFul not to dny up the

moistune to a Powden by too gneat a Finer so as to look ned, Fon

theneby thy Female Spenm would be connupted, and thou wouldest miss

oF thy desined Issue; nei then endeavoun to tuFn the Angent-v ive into

a clean tnansPanent Gum, Oi1,  on Ungent,  Fon so the pnopont ion being

lost ,  thou canst not at ta in unto a tFUe Dissolut ion;  but must then

be obl iged to adjounn thy Wonk as FonIoFn, to anothen t ime, because

thou hast pnoceeded contnany to the nules oF Ant.

OnIy seek theneFone to augment a Spini t  which common Angent-

Vive Iacketh,  then subl ime the gFoss unto the Finmament,  and separ--

ate the dnegs by AFt;  which being nei tenated unt i l  Seven t imes,

then espouse i t  unto Gold,  unt i l  they be penFect ly combined with

each othen.

Thus by Ant,  and Natuners he1p, is the tnue Maiden pnepaned,

which being sevened Fnom the Faeces, becomes a heavenly OFf-spning,

which maketh soFt the sol id Body of  SoI,  and being sevened into

Atoms tunneth bIack,  notteth and putneFieth,  which doth aFtenwand

nevive again and becometh voIat i le.

But should I  hene disclose al l  the Secnets contained in the

Fabnick oF this oun Waten, f  should be disdained oF at l  tnue Ant-

ists,  Fon they aFe communicated to these alone whom 6od shal l  deign
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to teach, whi le othens must be sufFened to wanden in a Mist  of  Ennons

Labyninth.  But he that wi th pains and pnayeFs shal l  studiously

seanch aFten this hidden Secnet,  not  being st inned up with covetous

desines, but seeketh Fon knowledge with a candid Mind, shal l  sune-

Iy at ta in th is Mysteny, wheneof not any one eveF wnote so plainly.

Thene aFe some who by AFt can pnepaFe a wondenFul Liquon ( I

suppose hene he means the AlcahestJ which the Adept i  have named the

Fine oF HeII ,  whose vintues ane so stnange and powenFulr  ds (by i ts

Fonce) to nesolve al l  Concnetes into thein pnimaeveal  Mattenr or

Waten; This in a gent le heat dissolveth Angent-Vive so thonoughly,

that  l ike to Ghnystal  dnops i t  may be pouned out,  wi thout any thing

sett l ing to the bottom oF the containing Vessel ,  nor is i ts v intue

theneby in the least  impanedl Fon being Dist i l led oFt,  i t  leaves the

Angent-v ive behind, which you shal l  Find appeat-  l ike unto a Fixed

SaIt ,  in smel l  nesembl ing Musk, on 4!gIg,  and to taste l ike Honey

Fon sweetness, which is pulvenisable I ike to Flust ,  and which no Fine

can destFoy: This on the Test wi th Satunn is Found in Fix i ty equal

to puFe Luna.

This being cohobated f ive on six t imes with the said Waten (wi th

pnevious digest ionJ wi l l  appean I ike an Oi l ,  and shont ly aFten dis-

t i l ls  l ike to a Spini t ,  which by adject ion oF a smalI  Subject ,  i t

by and by sePaneteth into Two dist inct  Substances, which done, they

ane then col lected apant,  the one being an Oit  on Tinctuner soluble

in Liquon; the othen ( i f  suFFened to boi l )  is  by Ant neducible into

Mencuny, which Angent-v ive is a Subject  oF gneat wonden, the I ike

wheneoF is not to be Found undeF Heaven.

This can nei then by Sal ts on Stnong Waten be cornoded into a

Pnecipi tate,  non can i t  by Fnequent c inculat ion in the Fine be ought,

so al tened as to subl ime, on be tunned into a dny powdenr rEi then

can i t  be Fixed, but i t  wi l l  Fon even nemain volat i le.  The gFeat

El ix in,  i t  cannot tnansmute, but doth dissolve and destnoy i t :  I ts

stnangeness is suchr €s makes al l  Ant ists amazed, which no powen on

ski l l  can change on annoy: And by the aFonenamed wdy, the I ike may

be pnoduced oF aI l  MetaI I ine Bodies.

Yet th is unto oun Ant doth nought avai l ,  Fon we seek to mult ip ly
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the Sulphun which is Solan Hematine, whose Tai l  is  Lunanl  these ane

the only Planets oF oun Eanthy Sky which we esteem, neject ing the

othens and aI I  othen Ants.  Fon i f  Gold,  which by Natune is made

pune and penFect,  might by th is oun secnet Fine oF Waten be made

to netnognade into Mencuny and Sulphun, which is ent ine in Substance,

and which beFone would not be sevened by the Fonce oF Fine, but did

Finmly abide the same; who seeth not that  such Mencuny is Femote

Fnom oun Wonk? Fon we seek to incnease a TinctuFe: And i t  is  SuI-

phun onIy,  which l ike a Coat incloseth the Mencuny, and is agr^ee-

able to the Metal l ine natune. wi thout which the Waten cannot c la im

the name oF a Metal .

This Sulphun appeareth moFe on less in eveny Metal l ine Thing,

in some a centain Dross coinquinates the pune Substance, wheneby

i t  is  destnoyed in the Fine, Fon whateven is gnoss and FouI is thene-

in bunnt and consumed. But oF Metals Sol  and Luna ane by a pune

Sulphun so closely shut up, as enables them to endune the gFeatest

Fonce oF Vu1can, non can any Ant oF Man div ide their 'Sulphun Fnom

its Waten: Except by the aFonenamed Patent Liquon, whose vintue is

so powenFul as to neduce even the Sun and Moon Fnom thein Fixed

State,  to become volat i le:  Non that alone, but also oun admined

Fine can do the same to Gold,  and that in a dinect and kindly way

causeth i t  to become netnognade, yet  doth not div ide the Sulphun

Fnom i ts Centen, but being cloathed in a Mencunial  at t ine,  they

both abide mixed togethen in a Golden Waten.

But the said stnange Liquon, in dissolv ing destnoyeth the Met-

al1ic Homogeneity,  which by sepanat ing them causeth a disagneement

and disunion, that  nei then oF them can enjoy the othen, and thene-

Fone the centnal  Mencuny being panted Fnom the t incted Liquon sub-

sideth below: So that the Hematine. which beFone in Gold had the

Pondus oF a Metal ,  is  now so al tenedr ES to become l ighten than

Angent-Vive,  appeaning to s ight  l ike an OiI ,  ot-  Fathen unctuous

Salt ,  and is a Nob1e Medicine Fon the Sick

Hence i t  appeans, that  by how much any

dissolved in th is Humidi ty,  by so much is

ine natune, whose Sulphun by the Fonce oF

Metal l ine Substance is

i t  changed Fnom a Metal l -

th is Liquonr hay (al though
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unwi l t ingly)  at  Iast  is  bnought unto an Elemental  Watenl  such poweF

hath th is Liquon on any Matten.

To this the Phi losophens agFee, who al l  conclude oun Mencuny

be but one, which moisteneth nothing but what is homogeneal to Met-

als,  and is the Mothen oF ouF Stone, of  which Secnet iF yet  you at .e

ignonantr  you aFe then a f i t  peFson to keep counci l ;  wheneoF none

eveF yet hath wni t  mone plainly.

The End oF the Finst  Book.
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The Second Book.

The Secnet of  oun Fieny Mencunyr so much concealed by aI I  the

Ancients,  f  have alneady langely disclosed, wheneby a discenning

Eye shal l  Find thenein much depth oF AFt nevealed: And shal l  now

pnoceed to discoven the Pnact ick,  which theneFone be sune to con-

siden wel l  wi th good judgement,  ene you pass i t  oveF.

Take then oun MeFcuny (which is oun Moon) and espouse i t  to the

tennestnial  Sun, I thus Man and WiFe ane jo ined) to them add the

neviv ing Spini t ,  which done you shaII  soon espy a noble Game, be-

cause you have night ly at tended the noble Laws oF Natune. But to

be moFe pant iculan, take oF the Fled Man one Pant,  and of  h is WiFe

thnee pants,  which mix togethen, ( th is is a good Pnopont ion) to

which add oF the Waten Foun pants;  th is Mixtune is cal led oun Lead,

which wiI I  be moved to mot ion in a gent le heat,  which you must in-

cnease unt i r  i t  sweat.  othenwise, iF you please, Iet  the Pondus be

obsenved, take oF the sun one paFt,  and of  the Moon two, to which

add oF the waten Foun pants,  which maketh up the penFect numbenl

and wi l l  pnove to thee a joyFu1 Fest,  and the bond oF Love.

Wheneas Laton appeaneth ned, yet  he avai leth nothing to oun

Wonk, unt i l  he be whitened, in whose centeF lunketh a hidden Spini t ,

which appeaneth not unt i l  i t  be jo ined with oun Mencuny, and this

Mencuny is a tendeF Body, the Spouse oF So1, to whom i t  k indly c leav-

eth.

This is thy Wonk begun with a Tnini ty,  wheneoF the Body and i ts

5ou1 ane Finst  conjoined, and then both aFe mixed with the Spini t ;

these we cal l  the Sun, the Moon, and the Waten, which ane one in

Kind, al though thnee in Numben, and yet indeed ane but two, because

the Sun is hidr and doth not shew his l ight .  Two Bodies thus com-

binedr wE oFten cal l  oun Lead, oun Bnass, and oun Henmaphnodite,

being within ned and Fixed, but appeaneth to s ight  Satunnine, whi te

and volat i le,  these Natunes being sepenable,  aFe by oul-  AFt made to

become insepenable.

This is the wonden oF oun secnet Wonk, that  what is penFectr  wE
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cause to become netnognade, wai t ing a long t ime with pat ience unt i l

the Waten congeal ,  which being obtainedr wE then subl ime, exaIt ,

and Fix to dust th is f i f th Essence, which then we must again nevive

and cinculate so oFt,  unt i l  Natune have advanced i t  unto i ts utmost

height,  st i I I  adding Fnesh Mattenr ES i t  needeth,  and causing i t

to pass thnough the shades oF Nightr  wE gent ly decoct ing i t ,  unt i l

c lean Aunona bning the br ight  beams oF Phoebus to appean.

Thus is the penFect amended by the imperFect,  and both togethen

ane made tnanscendent in v intue: And thus by the help oF Ant assist-

ing Natune, she is enabled to exceed hen own Wonk alone; which is

a s ight that  wi l l  gneat ly nejoice the painFul  Ant ist ,  and make him

to Fonget al l  h is to i l  and tnouble.

WheneFone, let  the Pnact ick be thus: Take one Ounce oF SoI,  and

of the Magnet Thnee, i t  makes Foun Ounces oF the Body, to which add

Foun Ounces oF the Waten, and let  these be ondened thus: Finst  Iet

the nich Flobes oF SoI,  be whi tened by the moistune oF the Moon,

which may be done with a gent le Fine; the Mass shal I  then appeaF

to the Eye Satunnine, and Fluxible in heat I ike to Lead; then poun

theneon the due Pondus oF Vingin Mencuny, thus is the Body Fed,

Fixt ,  and sol id in the hidden centen, al though to s ight  i t  appean-

eth whi te,  tenden, and volat i le.

This done, have in neadiness a Glass Viol ,  of  an Ovalr  or  Sph-

enical  Fonm, into which the Matten must be putr  be caneFul to SeaI

up the neck theneoF so close, wi th the Seal  oF Henmes, that  the in-

c l .osed Spini ts may be secuned Fnom passing out,  on the outwand Ain

Fnom entening thenein.  Let  thy Glass be oF such a Fi t  pnopont ion

as may contain at  least  Foun t imes the quant i ty you enclose, wheneby

a convenient space wi l l  be al lowed Fon neceiv ing the ascending Dew,

which FaI l ing down again,  doth thus by a Iong cont inued notat ion

dispose the Body to SoIut ion,  causing i t  to not and die,  which aFten

doth nevive,  and both become joined in a tFue union. But on the

othen hand take heed thy Glass be not too lange, Fon then the Fe-

male Spenm would be too much dispensed, and theneby ei then i t  would

not at  aI I ,  or .  veFy i l l  netuFn to i ts MaIer or Fixed Eanthl  wheneby

thy Wonk would be spoi led;  thenefone let  the bigness oF thy Glass
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be pFopont ioned to the quant i ty oF thy Matten as aFonesaid.

WheneFone one quaFteF of  an ounce oF the puFest GoId may seFve

Fon the Wonkr oF Fon a tnyal  a Dnam may suFf ice,  Fon iF you obsenve

a due Pondus, sol  is  the Eighth pant of  the whole compound, whose

pnice is not so gneat but that  a poon Man may bean the changer ut-r-

less he wonk amissl  thenefone let  the Fol lowing RuIes be obsenved:

rF to one pant oF the Man you take thnee paFts oF the woman, then

you must take Foun pants oF the waten, to equar the Eanth;  but iF

you take one oF the Man, and two oF the Woman and to them add Foun

oF the Waten, then wi l l  the Waten be one pant moFe than the Earth,

as appeaneth c leanly by RipIey.

r t  now nemains that we unFold the secnet oF al l  oun Fines,

which so many have mistaken, whose ooctnine, as the sages hord be-

Fi ts the cunious Pen oF a ski l rFur Masten, wheneoF r  shalr  now

speak with candoun, and theneFone Fniendly Fleaden caneFul ly at tend

to what I  shal l  hene discoven. Finst  then considen wel l ,  and weigh

in thy Mind the Fleason oF al l  oun wonks, and thein causes; by th is

means thou mayst be bnought to undenstand that which hath conFound-

ed and mislead so manyl  wheneFone I  shal l  so Fan help thee as Fleason

may alrow, which by the eFFect thou shal t  my candoun pnove.

Oun Fines ane these blocks at  which the ignonant do Fatal ty

stumble:  And Authons have wnit ten theneof so myst ical ly,  thet  hand-

1y any Man can Find a suFFicient guide in what he should seek; no

manvel  then iF he who knoweth oun Fines may claim a Mastens place.

Fon Fine in oun Ant is used Homonumal ly,  which is the cause that

so many enn theneinl  somet imes i t  doth s igniFy out^ Waten, which is

so nean oF Kin to oun Latonl  somet imes i t  denoteth the penFect Body,

and sometimes nei then, but Floateth in the Waten; That is the SuI-
phun oF ouF compound, is car led a Fine, which in oun tdonk is two-

Fold,  the one is penFect,  and the pnoduct oF Natune, which how to

Find this Tneat ise doth Ful Iy sheur;  the othen is included within

our-  tdaten'  by which thousands oF Seanchens have been deluded. Also

oul^ Waten is thneeFold,  and aI l  these have so many vanious denomin-

at ions oF Fine, that  he who shal l  at tempt th is wonk without good

judgement and trar-e,  shal l  sunery spend his cost  and r ime in vain:
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IF thenefone,thou wi l t  Fol low tnBr I  shal l  be to thee a tnue and

FaithFul  guide henein.

Some do ennoneously judge, and theneFone so ondain thein Wonk,

as that cul inany Fine may claim no place thenein,  which they sup-

pose to be appl ied in vain,  and theneFone such who do use i t  hene-

in they ane pleased to gnace with the name oF Vulgan Sophistens,

deniding both them and thein Wonks: Fon they saVr i t  is  the undoubt-

ed sense oF Authons, that  oun Fine is Magical ,  and not cul inany, and

theneFone who so shaII  use Elemental  Fine, shaI l  sunely miss his

end, and on this gnound they seek an uncouth Fine, not knowing what

they seek.

I t  is  tnue indeed that Natune?s Fine is Sulphun which is hid

within the Centen, and this moveth the Wonk fnom State to State;

and i t  is  th is that  Authons bid the caneFul Ant ist  by al l  means to

impnove; th is is the hidden heat,  which wonketh invis ib ly,  and is

not to be descenned by the Eye. But yet  i t  is  as tnue, that  the

inwand heat is actuated by the outwandl because the Fixed must

theneby be naised Fnom i ts seat,  and made to FIy wi th the volat i le l

I ike as an Egg needeth the heat oF the Hen to pnoduce a Chicken,

which being withheld the Openat ion ceaseth.

TheneFone thy Matter being Found, take i t  and cleanse i t  Fnom

alI  i ts  Faeces, which mixt  in a due pnopont ion,  put i t  into a pno-

pen glass oF a due bigness as beFone descnibed, which must be so

caneFul ly c losed up that the Spini ts may not tnanspinel  then place

i t  in i ts Nest,  and set i t  into a Funnace so cuniously contFived,

as that an equal  and cont inual  heat may be always kept thenein:

This is our-  Outwand Agent,  which iF want ing,  the Wonk is stnaightway

stopt,  and nuns to nuin:  But take heed thy heat be not too gneat,

which would sunely destnoy thy Wonkr ds by the eFFect thou shal t

Find, Fon haste makes waste,  as al l  Authons have Fonewanned.

Hence i t  Fol lows that the outwand Heat,  is  to be judged oFt

and Fegulated acconding to the inwand Openat ion;  oF which f  shal l

now tneat in due onden, wheneby the Ant ist  fnom the appeaFance oF

Things to the Eye, may be dinected ei then to encFease on lessen

the Heat,  so as may be most sui table to eFFect the Wonk.
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Finst  then, when thy Glass is set  in i ts Nest oF Sand, let  i t

be so Fixed that i t  may not move in any wise, and then apply such a

pt-open Heat unden i t ,  as may cause the Matten to FIow above, taking

cane that the Nest be so secunely c losed above, that  no Ain may pass

in oF out,  non thy Glass even be suFfened to cool :  TheneFone neven

let  thy Fine be so Fan spent (by Night on Day) that  any cold should

annoy thy Glass,  but be caneFul to supply i t  Fnom t ime to t ime with

Fnesh Fuel  as the Fonmen wasteth.  To which punpose such a Funnace

is to be chosen, which the Wise men have cal led an Athanon, whenein

the cont inual  Heat is to be kept;  having always neady a supply oF

Coals as occasion may nequine, and being caneFul to at tend the same,

at least  once in twelve houns, between which whi les you may spend

youn t ime whene you l is t .

The Funnace may be made oF Bnick,  la id in wel I  tempened Monten,

made oF Loam, mixt  wi th Sand and Honse Dung, caneFul ly beaten togeth-

Err  unt i l  i t  become such a Mass as may not be l iable to cnack; some

in pnepaning thein Montan, mix thenewith Ashes, some Hain on FIocks,

E etc.  Some one thing and some anothen; but howeven endeavoun to

choose the best.  Fon next to the Matten i tselF,  a good Funnace is

the choicest  Thing a Man should seek: And since Fine must bning the

Wonk to penFect ion,  i t  wer-e wonth ones pains to bestow a weeks t ime

in pnepaning a good Funnace, so antFuI ly contFived, as may admit  of

vanious degnees oF Heat at  p leasune, and that i t  may be govenned with

such ceFtainty as not to be l iable to ennoF.

Let yout-  Funnace be composed oF such Matenials as ane unapt to

moulden, chop on cnack, because i t  being necessany to cont inue the

Fine Fon a long t ime, such chinks on cnacks, would make i t  d iFFic-

uf t  to guide the Fine to any centain degnee nequis i te,  but  would

almost unavoidably cause i t  to be gFeaten on less than is desined.

Also take cane not to bui ld youn Funnace whene i t  may be I iable

to any accident oF misFontune, that  the Rain may not dnop theneon,

or-  the Wind blow upon youn Glass,  Fon so should you one t ime on

othen loose your-  Wonkl  theneFone be war-y henein,  that  saFety may

attend youl-  cane, which you must dai ly cont inue to the end oF youn

tdonk .
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Likewise I  esteem i t  necessany to chuse a l ightsome place Fon

youn Funnace, fon the Mind oF the Ant ist  wi l l  doubt less be so stFong-

ly incl ined to behold the Openat ionsr ES to desine to v iew them

hounly,  on dai ly at  the least ;  which wi l l  be both del ight fu l  and

sat isFactony in seeing the Wonk goes night.  Let  not the Floom whene

thou keepest thy immontal  Heat,  be suchr ES that the Fumes anis ing

Fnom the Coals may Find no vent;  Fon so thou mayest catch such

hanm (a= some thnough caFelessness have done) as may cause thee to

nepent too late,  and penhaps such huntFul  Scents might hazand thy

LiFe.

IF thou canst bui ld thy Funnace nigh a Chimney i t  may be ver.y

convenient Fon cannying oFF the Fumes aloFt;  but  i f  thou judgest

such a place too dank, then place i t  in a large Floom, wheFe then

thou must not v is i t  thy Glass too oFt,  non stay by i t  too long at

a t ime, Fon Fean oF hanm: But iF thou canst have an uppen Floom i t

would be bestr in which such a vent might be contnived, that  the

Fumes may Pass Fneely away; then mightest  thou be bolden, and at tend

i t  moFe Fnequent ly wi thout dangenl  wheneFone the Wise Men teach,

that oFt v iewing the Wonk keeps the Ant ist  Fnom going astnay, be-

sides i t  is  a pleasune to behold the vanious mot ions oF the Wonk in

the Fine.

Some choose to bui ld a Towen by the s ide oF thein Nest,  and

this indeed giveth a centain Heat,  but  then the Coals wi t l  oFten

nest thenein,  and not fa l l  down Fneely to the Fine as i t  needeth

them: Some make thein Nest above the CoaIs,  and they wonk not amissl

hence thou mayest choose ei then Way, but centain i t  is ,  that  some

henein aFe betten Wonkmen than othens, and do contnive thein Busin-

ess wi th so much judgement and accuFacyr ES scance to vaFy a point

Fnom thein intent ionl  and such no doubt wi l l  soonen at ta in thein

end, and bean away the Pnize,  than those who ane less mindFul in

govenning thein Heat,  who sometimes canelessly let  i t  s lack,  and

then again incnease i t  by tuFns; which unequal  pnocedune setteth

the Wonk behind, and causeth Natune with less del ight  to nun hen

counse, who is so ski l lFul  in hen cunious Laws, that  when she hath

once begun, neveF ceaseth to opeFate unless she meet wi th an intenn-
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upt ion which accondingly netands hen Wonk.

I t  wene good to have a chosen Fniend as a pantnen in th is Wonk,

wheneby you might at tend the same by tunns, and so might both spend

youn al tennate Time in neading, wni t ing,  or-  walk ing the Fields,  on

a pleasant Ganden, Ec.,  as best sui teth youn incl inat ions:  Fon to

be eveny day conf ined Fon so long a t ime, to such a caneFul l  at tent-

ion as i t  nequineth,  would too much oppFess the Spini ts wi th anxious

cane; not-  is  i t  good to be even nol l ing one Stone, s ince maniFold

Evi Is might at tend too much thoughtFul lness,  and theneFone I  advise

thee sometimes to divent thyselF at  p leasune.

Let not thy Openat ions be known to any but thy sunest Fniend,

and do not as many Seanchens have done, make al l  Pnivy to youn in-

tent ions,  Fon they wi l l  be suFe to mock and denide youn Fol ly;  and

theneFone i t  is  best to be si lent ;  nei then let  thy WiFe, thV ChiId-

r-en, oF thy Senvants,  be acquainted thenewith,  least  they discounse

theneoF and expose i t  amongst thein Companions, and acquaintancel

but canny thyselF wi th al l  the Secnecy thou canst,  pnetending ignon-

ance theneoF, and count ing the Ant as a Fable.

Fon shouldest thou happen to miss thy aim, and fon thy Time and

Eost,  Feap nought but Expences and Cane, what Man would have him-

seLF thought to be one of  those who by th is Ant had neduced himsel f

to want? On shouldest thou obtain the matchless Pr ize,  yet  what

wise Man would have i t  known, that  he had the Ant oF making GoId?

ThereFone i t  is  bet ten taci t ly  to enjoy i t ,  not  cnying Floastmeat in

the open Stneet,  than to lay ones selF subject  to such, whom iF you

did not supply wi th Money at  p leasune; or shew them the Ant,  would

destnoy both you and youn Ant.

Considen welI  the dangen, and be assuned' t is  betten to l ive

in saFety,  than in Fean, and so ennune yout-  selF to secnecy, that

none may hean theneoF Fnom yoU: ei then by boast ing oF what you can

do, non yet Fon any Pnice pnocune the Secnet fnom you. To which

punpose bewane oF Onink and Company, fon the one besots,  and the

othen aI Iunes, fon' t is  unl ikely that  he should keep a Secnet long,

who too oFten oF too langely al lows himselF in Eninking, but on the

contnany i t  is  centain that  Tempenance is the best and most assunec
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ban to command the Tongue, r ' r i thout which i t  wi  1I  not  be long bnidled.

AII  these Things being night ly obsenved, I  next  advise thee not

to expect the Event wi th oven gneedy desine, but minding the Sayings

oF the Wise, and wait ing wi th Pat ience the appointed Time, you' I1 be

sune to f ind the End: But he that hopes in a shont t ime to neceive

his Hanvest,  doth in Fine deceive himselF;  hence some ane so impat-

ient  that  they cannot long let  thein Glass stand quiet ,  but  wi l l  be

moving, tunningr or shaking i t ,  wheneby they do much wnong to Nat-

ut-ers Wonk, who being thus Fonced out oF hen own Path,  doth Fol low

the Fancies oF those fool ish Art ists;  which whoso violates hen Coun-

srr  wi l l  Feap nothing but Wind.

Commit  thy seIF and thy Wonk to God above, intneat his Gnace

and help,  keeping thy selF Fnom al l  Vice and Sin,  see that thou be-

gin wi th him alone; th is is the way Fon to at ta in success, othenwise

thou mayest long toi l ,  but  a lways in vain.  And i f  thou ant so happy

as to at ta in th is naFe Jewel,  which many seek, but veny Few do Find,

be sune to thy utmost thou honoun God, nel ieve the Poon, and help

the Sick:  Let  not th is gneat Talent be bunied in a Napkin,  but  pun-

sue Chanitable Wonks, and do no wnong to any Man; so shal t  thou see

Gods blessing nest on thee, whi lst  thou hast thy abode with Montals

hene, and wiI l  be to the eannest oF that ever last ing Happiness hene-

aFten, which thou shouldest,  eveF have in v iew. Fon oF al l  the

Blessings oF this LiFe this Ant is the gneatest  and oF the highest

Value, which is given only to such as endeavoun to impnove and use

i t  wel l ,  who being tFuly Wise, do not doat on the Fading Pleasunes

oF this LiFer €s to neglect  the Evenlast ing BI iss.

I  shal l  now bnieFly,  yet  p la in ly disclose the neal  wonkings oF

oun Stone, wi th al I  i ts  Colouns as they appean in thein pFopen Sea-

sonsl  and he who shaII  heedFulIy obsenve my Eiscounse shaII  Find

that i t  tnuly sheweth moFe than hath eveF been nevealed by any Man,

al though thene is something henein yet  concealed.

Know theneFone, that  as soon as thy Compound shal l  Feel  the

Fine, i t  wi l l  f low l ike unto Lead; the tenden Body which is the

SouI oF Steel ,  doth shew such mighty eFFicacy, that  Sol  is  whi tened

and devouned thenein,  on both oF which Mediats bnoth must then be
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pouned. This is then oun Sea, whenein thene swimeth Five Fishes,

who have nei then ScaIe non Bone, th is Sea is even nound, wi thout

any bnim, and both the Sea and Fishes ane al l  one; these we digest

unt i l  they make a bnoth,  and aI I  jo in in Uni ty.

Having at tended Fonty Eays, then shal l  appean Black oF the

Blackest,  l ike unto a wel l  bunnt CoaI,  when this thou seest and

having passed the doom oF blackness, thou needest not to Fean but

the White wi l l  at  last  shew i tselF,  and aFtenwand you wi l l  come in

due t ime unto the spaFkl ing Fled. This blackness is the Gate by

which we enteF into the l ight  oF Panadise, th is is the wayr by

which the Bodies ane neduced to thein Centen, and a dismal Night

bningeth Fonth a glot^ ious Bay; let  thenefone thy chieF cane be to

attain th is Black,  on else al l  othen Signs shal l  be in vain.

At Finst  the CoIoun appeaneth Angent,  Fon the Sun must descend

into the Womb oF Luna, and both must be neduced into thein Finst

Matten, which is eFFected by Mencuny alone, which so amendeth Nat-

une in i ts k ind,  that  the Sun and Moon aFe both soon ecl ipsed in

this Waten, the only cause oF which al tenat ion is the cont inual

wonking oF the Fine; by means wheneoF the Waten dnaws Fnom the

Sun and Moon a Waten oF LiFe, whenein is hid a Spini t  oF gneat might,

and is the pnopen seed oF SoI and Luna. This Waten and Spini t  do

evenmone at tend each othen, and cinculateth incessant ly,  st i I I  n is-

ing I ike an Ain,  and again descending, Fon those Spini ts being

loosed cont inue to opeFate unt i l  they become Fixed to the desine

of the Ant ist .

But bewane thy Spini ts Find anywhene to exhale,  Fon that would

spoi l  thy Wonk, and cause thee much hunt,  by thus bneaking one oF

the str ictest  Laws oF thy Wonk; nei then cause them to nise too

FienceIy,  lest  they bneak thy GIass;  which theneFone cause to be

made as stFong as may be, and equal ly bIown, wi thout ei then knotts

on f laws thenein,  which thou shaLt set  wi th in a Bing oF BFass,

whenein Iet  i t  be f ixed with moistened Bone Ashes, c losely pnessed

down r  ES a saFeguand theneunto.

Thou shal t  see thy Watens FIy aloFt,  and also thy Body boi l ing

undenneathl  and this Cinculat ion thou shal t  cont inue so long unt i l
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the Eagle destFoy the Dnagon, when aI I  dying togethen shal l  tunn

into an ugly Toad, which thou shal t  bunn unt i l  the Black decnease,

which wi l l  be succeeded by maniFold Colouns, and the Light appeaneth,

th is counse cont inue with pat ience, unt i l  thou behold the Moon doth

nise wi th hen bnight beams: This then is oun young King which cometh

Fnom the East,  beaning a Crescent Moon upon his Cnest.

But hene bewane oF making thy Heat oven-gneat,  and theneby

causing the Fled to appeaF beFone i ts t ime in colouF l ike to a wi ld

Poppy, wi th s icci ty;  Fon that wi I I  be to thee a Fatal  Sign, shewing

that thou wonkest amiss,  by thus bunning thy Flowens, and tunning

them into pFecipi tate.  TheneFone, Fon centainty in thy Openat ion,

pnoceed thenein wi th a gent le Fine, and be not moved with haste to

ant ic ipate thy Wonk, no not a Oay, but wi th pat ience wait  unt i l  the

Black being past,  then mayest thou augment thy Fine a I i t t le,  but

nathen let  i t  be too l i t t le than too much, which wi l l  be the saFen,

which is the concunnent Counci l  oF aI ]  the old Sages: oh which you

may nely,  as on a Fixed gnound: Fon much t ime shal l  pass befone

thou see thy GoId nesolve and Fot,  and this Wonk the Magi have

Found so tedious, that  theneoF they have of t  complained.

And now I  shal l  in Few Wonds discoven aI I  the hidden Openat ions

oF oun new AFt,  which yet is old,  but  hand to Find, amongst which

I  shal l  declane many Mysteniesl  theneFone at tend di l igent ly unto

what f  shal l  teach you in the FoI lowing Eiscounse upon the Oath oF

Secnecy.

The End oF the Second Book.
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The Third and Last Book.

In the Fonegoing Books, I  have langely

Alchemy in genenal  I  which as i t  is  d iv ided

viz.  ,  Galc inat ion,  Dissolut ion,  Sepanat ion,

ion,  and Congelat ion.  I  shal I  now in th is

plain:  Thenefone, wi th set- ious thoughts and

thenein to Find the Tnuth.

descnibed the Ar. t  oF

into Six dist inct  Pants,

Conjunct ion,  PutneFact-

last  Book sevenal ly ex-

di l igence endeavoun

Calcinat ion.

Finst  rve Calc ine the Body, and theneby i t  becometh ponous; or

elser wE can in no wise obtain the quickening LiFe, which enl ivens

eveny Thing, which being sevened, the Cankase appeaneth v i le to the

eyes, but being by Ant Femoved, we then Find that which we so much

desine hid in the Dish oF Henmes. Thus when the Eanth is made spon-

gious, i t  is  teFmed the slaying oF the Spini t ,  Fon then our-  Waten

is tunned into Eanth in the Enagonts Den, and the Eanth FetuFns unto

i ts pnimit ive Matter:  In which Calc inat ion we always pFeseFve mois-

tune and unctuosi ty,  which they do othenwise gneat ly enn.

Some by Ant make divens connoding Watens, whenein they Calc ine

Metal l ine Species,  but  then thein Liquon fonsaketh the Eanth,  noF

can any Mans ski l l  combine them: This way we leave to Foo1s, as

being Fi t  Fon nothing, but to waste ones Substance and Time to no

purpose, wheneoF bewane.

But oun Calcinat ion is penFonmed only in i ts own Kind, by mix-

ing the Cnude with that  which is PenFect,  the Finst  d issolv ing the

Fixt ,  and the othen f ix ing that which is Fugi t ivel  theneFone they

wonk much amiss who take such Watens as wet the Hand, Fon such to

oun Ant aFe qui te useless.

So soon then as SoI feels his Compeen, he nelenteth l ike fce

in wanm Waten, Fon she is to him both Mothen, Spouse, and Sisten,

and with hen he agneeth in qual i ty;  non is thene any othen Agent

that may thenewith be companed. This is the Sal t  oF Natune: w€ so
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much hide, which had not the Almighty Cneated, th is Ant would have

been in vainl  besides that as by i ts gneat powen the GoId is neani-

mated, i t  doth also add Pondus theneto,  and Containeth a secnet

Fine which nol leth the GoId:  This is the sealed Fountain,  which is

not discenned by Fools,  Fon want oF PnoPen Eyes, who have not been

tnained up in Vulcanrs School ,  whene Natune is advanced by the Wise.

This is Pontanusr monstFous secnet Fine, which many admine but Few

Find.

IF th is thou canst get:  thou art  Fneed Fnom the tnouble and

cane which Sophistens undengo, Fon this is a centain means wheneby

with success to at ta in oun naFe Jewel;  which doth no sooneF Feel  a

gent le Fine, but stnaightway the Man hath a gneat desine to be con-

jo ined to his WiFe. When the Bodies ane dissolved, they wi l l  f loat

l ike to Cneam, and appean as whi te as Mi lk,  a lso a Fume shal l  anise

and Fal I r  so of ten unt i l  the Angent Goat decneasing into a pale col-

oun, i t  becomes stained oF a Ci tn ine, aFten which al I  wi l l  apPean

Azune and Gneen, and at  l -ast  othen Eolouns Fai l ing i t  wi I I  tuFn as

black as a CoaI.  The Mass shal l  then swel l  l ike unto leave.ned

Dough, and thus shal l  dai ly change Fnom State to State,  unt i l  the

whole be neduced to Waten, which sha1I then gent ly ascend day by

day, and gnowing thicken and thicken, unt i l  at  last  you see no Sub-

l imat ion,  but al I  nemains below oF a black coloun and i I l  savoun'

smel l ing l ike unto l iquid Pi tch,  which at  last  becometh White.

About the FiFt ieth day shal l  vanious colouns again appeaF, day

by day, as Azune, Gneen, Ci tn ine, Violet ,  and a Pale coloun, and

at last  a dismal Black shal l  whol Iy be seen; The Compound also shal l

oFten seem to FIow, and as oFt coagulate l ike to l i t t le Is lands.

IF dnyness seem to encnease, at tended with a Ci tn ine Coloun, and

without ei then Azune on Gneen appeaning thenein,  you then have Fea-

son to Fean youn pFogFess is ennoneous; but iF the Sweat do kindly

cinculater you need not doubt oF the good State oF youn Wonk.

TheneFone, onden youn Fine wisely,  obsenving this meanr that

iF Sweat,  ascend and descend, assune younselF you cannot enF, unless

by chance; Fon thnoughout the whole Wonk Natune knows hen PFoPeF

Counse, and wi l l  by Symptoms tel l  thee to thy face, whethen on no
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thou makest too much haste.  Fon be assuned that acconding to the

pnopont ion oF the heat thou givest ,  so wi l I  thy Matten be moved, iF

i t  be too gFeat,  i t  wi l l  put  the Body into too gFeat a Sweat,  and

dnive away the tenden SouI;  on iF too smal l ,  then Fon want of  heat,

thy pnogness and hopes wi l l  qui te be Fnustnated,

See theneFone, that  thou obsenve thy Wonk caneFul ly,  and iF

thou seest the Compound change Coloun, note that  wi th di l igence, Fon

iF thou hast pnoceeded ennoneously thou shal t  penceive stFange sym-

ptoms: ?s the Poppy Fled, a want oF due blackness, which ane both

Fatal  Signs that thou wonkest not t r -ue:  But iF thou at ta in to a

tnue Black,  then in Ten weeks t ime thy Compound shal l  nol I  and die,

and al l  shal l  nesolve into a subt i le Powden, soFt I ike to the Sun-

beams: yet  not veFy d"y,  but  wi l l  shine l ike unto a CoaI newly bno-

ken, whenein is contained a I iv ing SouI.

t r issolut ion.

TheneFone thy Matten shal l  d issolve in a shont space; Fon ouF

wonkings ane so concatenate,  that  the one containeth the othen; non

doth the one cease, but stnaightway the othen is incoate:  And i t  is

tnue also that Oissolut ion beginneth the Fonmen Wonk, and penFect-

eth both.  Fon when we see the Body nelent into i ts Finst  Matten,

vre say i t  is  d issolved into a Minenal  Watenr at  which we chieFly

aim, because we ane assuned that iF the Spini ts ane Fneed Fnom

bondagel they wi l l  s tFaightway begin a new Openat ion.  Fon in th is

pnocedune the act ive Natune doth suFFen by the passive,  in such

mannen, that  as the Eanth doth day by day nelent:  so l ikewise doth

the Spini ts th icken; fon such is the Law oF Natune, that  by how

much ought is dissolved in moistune, by so much is the moistune

thickened. And whateven some may conceive,  yet  aI l  ouF Wonk is

only to dissolve and necongeal ;  and thus the Body leaveth i ts Fix-

i ty and becometh Spini tual ;  which are al l  bonn aloFt in the Ain,

unt i l  they annive at  the top oF the Mount,  Fnom whence the Body,

Soul  and Spini t ,  descending, do cease thein Fugi t ive natune and
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become Fixed. Then is at ta ined what we so long have sought,  Fon now

oun King being netunned Fnom Oeath tn iumphant ly is empowened to con-

quen al l  opposi te Fonce, and to command the cnude Metals into puni ty.

Thus Dissolut ion is the veFy Key oF aI I  oun Secnets,  r /v i thout

which no Man can penFonm ought in Alchemy, non can he Tinge any

Metal  Finmly,  unt i l  he nesolve the penfect  Metals,  into a Waten oF

thein own kind, which is thein pnimit ive Matten. Fon in and by

Humidi ty alone, is the Spini t  oF each Thing consenved: This is the

Mothen oF oun hidden Stone, and the Key oF temponany BI iss.  Natune

being astonished to see oun Ant able to penFonm such wondenFul Open-

at ions.

But in oun Ant we teach tyvo Dissolut ions,  which aFe both penFon-

med by the Fine alone, and not by the hands, but the Finst  neacheth

not to the Centen, non is i t  adorned with so gneat a change of  a

vaniety oF gay colouns as appeaFeth in the second. The Finst  is

when the Red Man is joyned with his WiFe, which pnopenly is tenmed

LiqueFact ion;  both these being espoused with the Spini t  oF LiFe,

and set upon a due Fine, they stnaightway Fal l  to act ion,  noF wi l l

the Spini t  cease unt i l  i t  have dissolved the Body. And know, that

as the Body is neduced to nani ty by the Watenr so i t  dwel leth wi th

the Dissolvent,  whereby the Waten is induced to th icken pFopol- t ion-

aI Iy,  unt i l  both become thnoughly uni ted into a black Powden some-

what Fixed.

But th is is not a total  Dissolut ion oF the whole Body, Fon i t

st i l l -  netaineth some pont ion oF i ts conpoFal i ty,  neventheless,

these Two which beFone wene contnanies,  having contested with each

othen they ane neduced into one, do pnoduce a Thind oF a Neutnal

natune. Yet as th is Bissolut ion is but in pant:  so l ikewise, is

the Congealat ion into a black Dust also in the l ike pnopont ion:

Natune st i l l  obsenving this Bule,  hence you may expect a Fan nob-

len Conjunct ion nemaining in oun Ant.

But these Atoms shal l  in due t ime nesolve,  and out oF them

shalI  Azoth be expnessed by Fine, th is see you subl ime so long unt i l

a l l  the Eanth be naised Fnom i ts Nest,  and al l  become I ike unto

common Angent-Vive,  and oF a Spini tual  Natune. This is the noble
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Bissolut ion we so much commend, and hene is made a Tetnapt ive Con-

junct ion,  whene al l  the Elements agFee in a neven Fading penFect ion:

And now no doubt thou knowest what we intend by Dissolut ion,  which

theneFone I  shal l  now conclude.

Sepanat ion.

OF Sepanat ion I  come now to tneat,  which hath so gFeat aFFini ty

with the Fonmen Openat ion,  that  both do meet and pnoceed in one and

the selF-same Path,  only they ane in not ion dist inct ,  which othen-

wise at-e whol ly l inkt  togethen. Fon Fnom the Finst  houn that we

put our-  Mattens to the Fine, we apply such a heat that  the moistune

may be made to f Iy,  and cinculate incessant ly l  but  Finst  oF aI l  the

Watens l ike a Flame aniseth l ike unto a smoke on steam, yet  not so

much but that  i t  condenseth into peanled dnops, which nunneth down

in veins,  and so neduceth the Body wher-e i t  goeth,  which in t ime

the Fine staineth wi th new Colouns, and these at  last  ascend with

the Waten into the Ain,  and again descend.

This is the Sepanat ion which we mean, and is nothing else but a

constant Cinculat ion;  th is looseneth the compact Body, which Iean-

eth to the natune oF the Waten, to which i t  is  oF Kin,  and theneFone

by a cont inued cinculat ion the Waten makes an incessant Sepanat ion.

And as the Bodies ane two-Fold,  oF which the one is impenFect,  and

is easi ly bnought into i ts Finst  Matten, but yet  cannot be done

without Subl imat ion,  to which al l  othen heats avai leth nothing,

theneFone we cause the spini ts Fon to Fly,  and again to netuFn to

the Eanth incessant ly.  Non is th is Subl imat ion made in vain,  Fon

theneby the Waten is accuated, which by i ts of ten nis ing doth at

length netain paFt oF the Body,wheneby i t  is  animated, and becometh

l ike to the Fine oF HelI ,  making the Eanth to swel l  l ike unto lea-

vened Paste.

And as at  Finst  the Phlegm alone did at- ise,  which by oFten nis-

ing and Fal l ing down again become moFe Spini tual ,  whieh the Eyes

might wel l  penceive,  when i t  became stained with colounsr ds PaIe,
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blueish,  YeIIow, Gneen and BIack,  which at  Finst  was only White,

which soon disappeaned. The Ant ist  beholding this doth conclude

that the Elements aFe now sepanated, and that which at  f inst  was

naw and cnude, is become f ieny,  and what was clean is t incted dai ly

with nesplendent CoIouns, shining most gloniouslyr  Fon many days.

Now know hene, that  as the Body doth dissolve,  so also the

Spini ts by the wonk ane congealed, no t ime intenceeding, but al I

doth nevolve Fnom State to State,  unt i l  the sealed Spini ts ane set

at  l ibenty,  which we cal l  by many Names, al though one Wonk senveth

aII .  This Subl imat ion by vapout-  we do not ceaser ho not a moment,

unt i l  the Matten be bnought to dust,  non then do we encnease the

Fine, but wi th one cont inued heat do melt  th is dust to Waten; and

this Waten we then so long subl ime, unt i t  by Fnequent Subl imat ion

i t  be s la in.

So long theneFone, as the Waten doth anise I ike unto a Phlegm,

we aFe said to sepanate the Spini t  both Fnom the SouI and Body, but

when the Steam by oFten cinculat ion sheweth Fine Colouns, then is

the Spini t  uni ted wi th the SouI,  and both ane sevened Fnom the Body.

Then shaII  the Eanth be benighted, when the Tinctune doth anise,

and the dead Body appeaning without i ts Soul ,  shal I  not  to dust:

The Soul  at  length binds the Spir i t  to the Body, unt i l  i t  beans

equal  pnopont ion thenewith,  and is made equal ly Spini tual :  And thus

is obtained the Ant oF oun Calcinat ion,  Solut ion,  Sepanat ion,  Con-

junct ion,  and PutneFact ion,  which doth aI l  but  make a Resolut ion oF

the Matten into Uni ty of  a puniFied natuFe; which is eFFected by

the poweF of  the Spini t ,  which meet ing wi th nesistance, i t  sheweth

the Fone-named Openat ions in oun Wonkl  wheneoF he sai th tFue who

shal l  aFFinm them aII  to be but one, and that th is same one is pen-

Fonmed with only one Fine, nei then incneased noF yet decneased, see-

ing oun Stone needeth only incessant heat ing,  and al I  is  only to

subl ime the Water,  unt i l  i t  shal l  make the f ixed Body to FIy aloFt:

Then shal l  the Body in due t ime congeal  the Waten into a put-e Fixt

Essence: which is a Medicine that wi I I  heal  a l l  the impenFect ions

in Metals,  whenewith i t  may be mixed: And which Medicine i f  i t  be

exal ted to the Fled, and then nesolved into an OiI ,  wi l l  a lso powen-
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FulIy cune al I  Diseases in Animals,  nestoning Natune to such State

oF heal th,  and incneasing the stnength oF Man, besides abundant ly

supply ing him with aI I  the needs oF LiFe, that  theneby he may always

l ive Fnee Fnom El iseases, Cane and Want.

As theneFone we do in Vapoun subt i l ize the gnossen Elements of

oun Compoundr so by tunning nound of  oun Wheel,  we make al I  the Vap-

oun which aniseth soon to netuFn again,  and this cont inued ascend-

ing and descending, we name the Wonk oF Sepanat ion:  This is the

whole beginning and ending of  what we seek; which thus we cont inue

so long to disseven the Pninciples,  unt i l  they at  last  become so

conjoined as neven to be panted again.

Conjunct ion.

This Wonk is cal led Conjunct ion,  and that tnuly,  Fon Natunes ane

heneby so wel l  conjoined and closely combined, they wi l l  nevet-  be

sevened mone, but wi l l  appean as one indiv idual :  That as in Man,

the Soul ,  Body, and Spini t  at-e one, so th is also to s ight  appeaneth

and is only one; al though at  Finst  thene wene a Founfold Root,  which

yet is but Thnee, which ar-e only Two, and which at  last  is  but only

one: The which I  could hene demonstnate,  by many Fleasons.

This Openat ion is the tnue Key oF Coagulat ion,  evern as Sepanat-

ion was the pFopen Mean oF Dissofut ion:  Fon by a constant Vapoun we

nesolve the Body oF Sol  into Waten, th is when clean we jo in wi th i ts

own Soul ,  and both these we nesolve so long upon the Fine, unt i l

they wi l l  no mone be made to FIy,  as beFone. And hene I  must wann

thee, that  oul^ Conjunct ion,  which is of  a l l  the most solemn, and

most sune, cannot be made, unt i l  a thonough dis junct ion be made oF

what is Foul ,  Fnom that which is pune: Then must the Body Fot,  and

putneFie,  which a new Li fe shal l  neviv iFie.

Fon at  f inst  the Soul ,  Body, and the Spini t ,  aFe al l  d iv is ib le

Fnom each othen; the one is ned, and the othen two ane white,  two

ane congealed, and one is Mothen to both;  which FIows and moves

l ike unto a Minenal  Waten, one Body we cal l  SoI,  and the othen Lune,
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the one is able to abide al l  Fine, and is most mal leable unden the

Hammen, the othen is Fugi t ive,  and is i t  be hammened wi l l  d iv ide

into dust,  yet  by his Fonce is able to cause GoId to l iqueFie l ike

to Wax, fnom which in a due heat i t  wi l l  not  FIy.

These Two, in oun Ant,  ane l ike to two Dnagons, each being in

qual i t ies contnany to the othen; the one within his Heant on Centne

includes the Fine oF Natune, which is hidden Fnom the sight,  and is

only appnehended by a mental  Man, the othen containeth the Fine

against  Natune; the one is nipe, the othen is naw; the one is dig-

ested, the othen wants digest ion;  the one is Fixt ,  the othen is

Fugi t ive;  the Law of the one is such as doth at ta in penFect ion,  and

is the penFect Seed, which we cal l  our-  Sun, which by the tenden

Moon is soon tamed. The Spini t  d iFFens Fnom them both,  in degnee,

in fonm, and also in i ts qual i t ies,  and FI ieth l ike Waten Fnom the

Fine, and with i t  makes the SouI to nise:  This Cinculat ion is so

Iong to be nepeated unt i l  aI I  l ike unto dust be seated at  the bot-

tom.

The Finst  Conjunct ion is oF the Sun and Moon, the Second by a

Iong cinculat ion,  jo ineth the Waten to them both,  when this is done,

the Waten is s la in,  and the Eanth is netunned to i ts Finst  Matten,

but yet  last ly,  a l l  the Elements must be uni ted,  and this shal I  be

tunned into Waten, when thou shal t  see nothing but Waten: But Finst

the gFosseF pants being bunnt wi th Fine must pass the dankness oF

the Night,  and shal l  then again be nenewed; then shal l  a Vapoun

anise Fnom the secnet Den, l ike unto onient Peanl ,  which shal l

wi th gent le Showens wash the dank Eanth Fnom aII  i ts  Fi l th and i l l

scent,  which dank coloun being nemoved i t  shal I  appean in a shin-

ing Dness and al l  the Elements shal I  be uni ted togethen, and Fon

even Fixed; so that the one shal l  not  ascend oF descend without

the othen: Thus ar-e both Bnothen and Sisten made one, in a Finm

union, wheneby both ane amended by each othen: And thus you have

al I  our-  Conjunct ions declaned, which aFe eFFected by Cinculat ion.

And thus must oun gneat El ix in be pnepaned, Finst  d iv id ing the

Spini tual  Vintues Fnom the Earth.
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PutreFact ion.

The f inst  subl iming with Ain,  and the othen subsiding to the

bottom, out oF which shal l  be bnought Fonth a Fotten Cankassr cEl led

oun Toad, and oun Cnow, because i t  sheweth most black in the Fine.

Yet centain i t  is ,  that  th is Wonk doth not diFFen at  a l l  Fnom the

othen aFonenamed, but only not ional ly:  And al though we ane pleased

to cal l  one Wonk by many Names, Vet we neal ly mean that he who peF-

Fonms one Wonk wel l r  Bay with ease penFect the nest at  h is pleasune.

Fon oun whole Ant is but to open and shut,  to loose, and aFten

that to necongeal ,  to volat i l ize,  and then to Fix,  to put to death,

and aFten to nevive and heal  I  to putneFie,  and aFtenwand to c leanse,

al l  which ane but one Wonking, expnessed in a diFFenent sense. Fon

centain i t  is ,  that  unless the Compound do not,  the Spini tual  pants

could not be exact ly sevened, nei then could the Watenrs impunit-

ies be cleansed, non the tennestnei ty oF Bodies be bnought to a

tnue Tinctune, which might be enabled to Fenew impenFect Bodies.

This is the tnue neason oF PutneFact ion,  which is caused by a

Fnequent nei tenat ion oF the Waten upon the Body, and extnacted oF

i t  again,  by a constant Cinculat ion;  th is doth open the body in such

wiser ds maketh i t  to yei ld i ts Seed, aFten that i t  d ieth.  Fon

Finst  a l iFe is infused into i t ,  by the mediat ion of  the Moon, which

doth enten i t  unto i ts veny centeF, and being thus mixed and con-

Founded togethen, i ts paFts ane made bni t t le,  because that both do

so embnace each othen, that  in the Fine they FIow l ike Wax, and

appean oF one Goloun.

By means oF this Moon an entnance is obtained Fon the Waten

into the hidden veins oF So1, whenein l ieth c losely contained i ts

Seed, which thus is bnought out Fnom the Centen, and the Waten

becometh so thickened by th is Seed, that  at  last  they al l  Fetunn to

a Limus. And thus Thnee Natunes aFe blended togethen, which diFFen

veny much in tempenament,  but  by oFt subt i l iz ing they ane amended

by each othen, unt i l  by dniness the moistune be spent,  and s€lem

whol ly dnunk up by the Eanth,  which pnoves to i t  a deadly Cup.

Fon the Body soon begins to swel l ,  and changeth i ts Coloun, and
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al l  the Fume t-et iFing, i t  at  last  d ies and nots,  unt i l  a Spini t

neneweth again the dead Cankese, causing Vapouns to anise,  which

shal l  wash the gt-oss Earth,  and having past the fatal  doom, and

shal  l  become most Flesplendent.

Now i f  th is Cinculat ion wene not made, the Body would Fon eveF

nemain in i ts own pFopen Fix i ty,  non could thene then be had Fnom

it  a Fixt  Essence, which might advance the Base Metals to the dig-

ni ty oF Sol  and Luna, mone pune than those digged Fnom any Mine.

Fon by the elevat ion of  the Waten, the Body becometh dnien, and so

yei lds moFe to the Fine, than iF the Matten weFe Watenish;  non doth

the Body become Ecl ipsed in the Shade of  Night,  unt i l  the moistune

be in gneat paFt spent,  and the Body appeaF nent to Atoms, then

the Vapouns ceasing, and al l  the Spini t  fa i l ing,  Eeath doth stnaight-

way begin to dispose the Body to putnidness, encneasing each Day,

unt i l  a l l  doth wi th in and without appean as black as a Cnow, which

dank Coloun at  last  abat ing,  a gneen Coloun wiI l  succeed, and then

the LiFe netuFns, and by and by gay Colouns banisheth the danknessl

th is cont inued Iongen bunning in the Finer gay Colouns by degnees

wi l l  come, and again vanish,  th is being cont inued aI l  at  last  wi l l

shew l ike unto common Angent-v ive,  but mush bnighten, which the

Fine doth dnive above.

Congelat ion.

And the Ain condenseth the dnops, and these netunning do again

FIy away, unt i l  the volat i l i ty  ceaseth,  and al l  abide the heat,

which eveny Eay by l i t t le and I i t t le geteth Fixat ion,  unt i l  at

Iast  no heat can banish i t  Fnom i ts Stat ion.

And hene you may observe oun pnocedune, how by an al tennate

Pnocess we sometimes go backwand, and then again come Fonwand,

thus by Dissolut ion so long cont inuedr w€ extnact Solrs most sec-

t-et  Seed, unt i l  the Body becomes dead; which is quickened again,

unt i l  aI l  become Spini t ,  and the Body disappeaneth,  when this is

done, then is Laton by Azoth washed clean, which must be penFormed
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by many Cinculat ions,  af ten which the Body is seen to FIy in the

Ain,  which by nei tenated Subl imat ions,  the Substance being made

penFect ly c lean, tst  last  causeth i ts Fenment to appeaF. This done,

i t  being unable to FIy l ike a Vapoun, shal l  twinkle on the heat

l ike to spankl ing Stans: otr  l i t t le Fishes Eyes, and tunn, nol l  and

move, whose Lustne is so gneat as to pnevent thee beholding this

dazl ing Sight wi th a f ixed Eye, as the Ancient Magi have said.

But et^e the penFect White appeaF, thou shal t  admine a thousand

Wondens, that  shal l  hounly appean in i ts mot ions on the Fine, which

beFone i t  shal l  at ta in to a c lean spankl ing bnightness, Fixt ,  and

tunned to powden l ike to Atoms in the Sun, i t  shal l  undengo innumen-

able changes; somet imes appeaning Fluid and d"y,  and aFten Flowing

again,  and in less space than an houn i t  shal l  assume stFange shapes,

but wi l l  not  cont inue long in atryr  unt i l  i t  become Fixt  in i ts CeII ,

and then aI I  the Substance wi l l  appean l ike Atoms in the Sun, which

is oun new Fesplendent Moon.

And when the Light shal l  have so long shone on the Eanth,  that

al I  dankness and obscuni ty is qui te vanished, and al I  appeaFeth I ike

to a spankl ing Thnone with a dny Fine, then decoct i t  so long, unt i l

i t  can penetnate and t inge al l  Bodies White,  wi th a due Fixat ion to

endune aI l  Assays.

Then is thy Wheel once tnuly tunned about,  and a Medicine oF

the Finst  Onden is made, th is al though but a Chi ld,  yet  may i t

easi ly be bnought to at ta in the stnength oF a stout Champion; by

which the Ant ists change, pains,  and cane, shal l  be wel l  nepain,  and

in l ieu theneoF obtain a most enest imable Jewel.  This then imbibe

Finst  wi th MiIk,  and then with Meat,  which by Ant fenment unt i l

thou hast advanced i t  to a gneat Vintue, which thou mayest mult i -

p ly at  thy own pleasure;  taking caFe to pFeseFve thy Fine, and

keeping a pFopen Stone, Ieast  thy Fine going out thy Wonk be nuined.

Now how to make Pnoject ion is taught in the Finst  Pant,  and

also how to Fenment and Mult ip ly is shewed in the Second Book, wheFe

fon a PnooF of  the At. t  I  have bnought an Example oF what myselF did

t t -y,  and thenefone shal .  l  not  hene make any needless Fepet i t ion thene-

oF, but now with Congelat ion c lose this Tneat ise.  Fon iF thou

81.



pr-ove Eo happy es to annive hi thento,  then mayest thou pnoceed by
the Fules beFone la id down: But t f  othenwise thou Fai lest  henein,
thou sunely betFayest a gnoss rgnonance, o3. else the Fnowns oF Fon-
tune: And iF ei then pFevent thee, pFoceed no Funthen, unt i l  bet ten
Fates Ehal l  help thee to speed.

Sic expl ic i t  t r ledul la Alchemiae.
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The Method and l . latenials pointed at ,  composing

the Sophick l , lercury and Transmuting El ix in,

in plain terms, Fr-ee fnom al l  Enigmatsl  the

l ike neven beFore emit ted to the Xor ld.

Numenous ane the Volumes extant on this Subject ,  but  thFo' the

dank Enigmat ical  expnessions oF the Adepts,  and the Delusions oF

othens, who wnit  oF what themselves did not undenstand, the Ant

st i l l  nemains moFe Secnet,  then to be discovened by eveny indust-

nious Seanchenl  and may just ly be spoke oF as Juvenal  said concenn-

ing the Pentateuch, Tnadi t  Aneano Quodcunque Volumine. Moses.

fn the Fonegoing pant oF this Book*r wB manked out one Authon

as pFoPen to be avoided, and have pnesented you with that  excel lent

Tneat ise,  carred the Mannow oF Alchemy, highry varuable by at I  tnue

seanchens, and diFf icul t  to be got Fon Money; which as to pnepaning

the sophick Mencuny, we appnehend one oF the plainest yet  extant,

not Fongett ing what has been done by Anonimous in Secnets Revealed;

but Enigmars st i l l  usedr w€ now come to penFonm oun pnomise: And

in onden to teach the Method oF obtaining the Phi losophens Tnans-

mut ing El ix in,  Iay down these Genenal Flules,  as Maxims to be obsen-

ved: -

*  This scnipt  appeaned at  the end oF a hand-wnit ten book con-

taining "Secnets oF Ant imony" in two tneat ises by A. Von

suchten, to which is added Basi l  valent ine's sart  oF Ant i -

mony with i ts use-" Tnans. by t r .  Cable out oF High Dutch,

167 1,  and'rAphonismi Chemica, CLII I " ,  and, ' rHydnopyr-ogna-

pham Henmeticum" by Anonymous, tnans. by S. T.  Houpneght

Fnom Geneva, and "The Mannow of Alchemy" by E. p.  phirare-

thes ,  '1654.

That Gord is the seed. whose Body must be nadical ly opened

to the veFy centen, by i ts pnopen Fnuct iFying waten; which aided

by due heat,  as in othen Genenat ions,  the Pant ic les ane put into

mot ion, pnoduct ive of  Fenmentat ion,  and a NobIen State PnoI iFick.

?.  That This Sophick Mencury is the Fnuct iFying Waten.

1.
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3. That Common Mencuny wi l I  not  Radical ly open the Body oF GoId

to i ts Eentenr otr  cause such a mot ion oF Pant ic les as to be pnoduct-

ive oF Fenmentat ion and a Pnol i f ick State.

4.  This Sophick Mencuny is in appeanance I ike unto common Men-

cul-y,  but  in Vintue Fan diFFenent,  and in neal i ty oF a special  Pne-

panat ion and Natune. In that  I ies the Secnetr  Ers Fon ManuaI Openat-

ion,  c losing up the Foetus so penFect ly,  that  nothing may get out in

way oF Fume, using a constant modenate Heat,  E c.r  ane suFFicient ly

taught by Authons, and thenefone banely ment ioning the samer i lay

suFFice, as nequining no Funthen Expl icat ion.

What a considenable diFFenence thene may be in Mencunyrs,  and

what they can penFonm thor the Eye discovens I i t t le ot-  no Vaniat ion,

the FoIIowing Expeniments wi l l  Ful Iy declane.

Take common Mencuny Foun pants,  to the Touch i t  is  sensibly cold,

dissolve thenein leaf  Gold on Si lven, one Pant,  which is done with-

out Fine, only st inning them togethen; duning the t ime that the Men-

cuny is dissolv ing the GoId oF Si lven, the Waten is as beFone sens-

ib ly cold wi thout Heat.

Take common Mencuny, and dist i l l  i t  Foun t imes Fnom SaIt  of  Tan-

tan and Quickl ime, acconding to Ant,  in th is Mencuny dissolve IeaF

GoId oF Si lven, in the I ike Method and Pnopont ions as beFone, and

duning the t ime the Mencuny is dissolv ing the GoId on Si lven, the

mixtune wi l I  be sensibty Hot.  Centainly thene is a gneat di fFen-

ence between these two Mencunies that pnoduce such vanious eFFects.

Note that in the Finst  Dist i l lat ion oF Mencuny Fnom the SaIt  oF

Tantan E Quickl ime, thene wi l I  be a gneaten loss oF Substance in

the Mencuny then in thnee subsequent Subl imat ions put togethen; aI l

which we speak Fnom Expenience. Neventheless,  Mencuny so pnepaned

wi l l  not  answen oun Ends; i t  is  not  the Sophick Mencuny non is that

the Method to obtain i t .

The tFUe Way and Method is,  common Mencuny must be Dist i I led ot '

Subl imed Fnom centain Minenal  Metal l ick Bodies,  t i l l  i t  shal l  ne-

ceive thein hot Vintues, anothen Natune, exceeding common Mencuny,

as much as Flect iFied Spini ts of  Ni tne,  dFawn Fnom a Minenal  is  mone

shanp and acid,  then Vinegan, the Pnoduce oF a Vegetable.
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This Sophick Mencuny is Homogenial  to GoId,  and dissolves i t

Fladical ly,  as fce melts in hot Watenr or as the moistune oF the

Eanth imbibed by a Seed spnout ing Fonth to Genenat ion,  eveny Pant-

ic le oF which is moistened and put into mot ion:  Such aFe the Open-

at ions oF Natune, wonking by Homogeneity and Sympathy;  thus then

we see the wanmth of  the Bed, on the Impontuni t ies oF a lover^,

seize the Mindr capi t ivate the WiI l ,  nule by Consent,  the plainest,

saFest,  but  most eFFectual  way to dnaw out and obtain those Secnets,

that  consent,  and which the Hands oF an Execut ionen, tonment ing Pains,

non Death i tseIF could not extont.

Thene is something else wonthy oF not ice concenning this Soph-

ick Mencuny, the Pnepanat ion theneof being tedious and tnoublesomel

and when i t  is  pnepaned. A young Ant ist  may want an account oF i ts

Goodness, and what i t  wi I I  penFonm: 'Tis tFue Expenience wiI I  teach

him, but i t  nequines a long t ime to obtain that  knowledge, and iF

he Finds himselF wnong, cannot discenn, whethen the Mencuny, be in

af ,Y, on what State,  tending to PenFect ion,  to be the Thing desined:

Now we have a tnue Method by which, in a shont space, to give a

centain detenminate Judgement,  in what degnee oF PenFect ion the

Mencuny is,  and what advance each Openat ion makes, in onden to nen-

den i t  the tnue Sophick Mencuny, and to know when i t  is  come to i ts

due height oF PenFect ion,  oF such powen E eFFicacy as to dissolve

GoId Fladical ly,  and what i t  is  to become one thing, and enteF into

insepenable conjunct ion.

We do not nememben any Authon has taken not ice oF this,  non so

much as hinted that such a th ing was to be done; and indeed weFe i t

known, a Student could handly miss oF his desined Aim: IF a late

Authon had been appnized oF this Method, i t  would have saved him

the t ime and expence oF Fine, kept Fon FiFteen Weeks togethen at

Two sevenal  Times, in Expeniment ing the goodness oF his Sophick Men-

cury;  which by oun Method might moFe eFFectual ly be assayed in less

than Fi f teen Minutes.  Vide Complete Counse oF Chymist t -y,  Expeniment

on Metals No. e.3.  (e3?)

We cannot at  pnesent th ink i t  Fi t  in plain Wonds to disclose

this Pnocess, i t  would be too open a El iscovenyr Eh unvei l ing to
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pol luted Eyes, and unhal lowed View, the most sacned Mystenies of

Natune, which the Almighty Govennoun neseFves in his own powen,

to shew those Oanl ings alone whom he thinks wonthy;  in neal i ty

i t  appeaFs I ike a Pnoposi t ion in Mathematicks,  which beFore we

know seems an Hypenbola adminable di fFicul t  oF impossible,  but  so

soon as discovened, appeaFs so easy, plain and Natunal ,  we then

only wonden how $re could miss undenstanding i t  so long, and weFe

not appnised of  i t  soonen.

But Funthen to point 'out  the Matenials composing this Sophick

Mencuny, considen i ts Natune and OFFice.

I ts Natune must be int inely Metal l iner or i t  would not be Homo-

geneal  to GoId,  and i ts Pants must be most subt i le,  ot-  the GoId

could not be entened and nadical ly dissolved by i t .

I ts OFFice is to moisten, dissolve and al ten eveFy Pant ic le oF

Gold,  becoming with i t  one ent ine uni ted insepenable Body; Pnol iF-

ick as the Moistune oF the Eanth jo ined with a Seed occasions Gen-

enat ion and a numeFous Pnoduct.

Considen this potent Agent on Dissolven is to act  on Floyal  Metal ,

whose Natune is so penFect and necluser ds to bid deFiance to an

InFenion Powen; Natune wi l l  only mix,  jo in wi th,  and be bettened

by what is Homogeneal to- ' ' i tselF in a l ike State,  othenwise i ts Com-

posi t ion wi l l  not  consent to Admission, as to Liqui f ie CIay by Fine,

on accnut iate Vinegan with SaIt  of  Tantan, would be an unsuccessFul

at tempt:  Considen and weigh wel l  the Natune and Fleason oF youn Mat-

enials,  and Openat ions beFone you go to Wonk; and so thene may be

no need oF Flepentance. We ane not Ignonant oF the vanious Ways pno-

posed by Authons, tneat ing oF the Henmetick Secnet,  but  have been

so candid as to Wnite oF one Method only,  which we aFFinm to be a

sune Way oF pnoceeding, to obtain the wished Fon End, and have not

intenmixt  the pnocedune oF diFFenent Openat ions.

As to the Openat ions oF this Medicine, in nemoving al I  Diseases,

nestoning HeaIth,  pnolonging LiFe, and in l ightening the Mind, in

which i t  pnoduces happiei  Consequences than can be imagined by

those who have not seen i ts Minaculous EFFects,  let  Expenience

Speak. So Fleaden we commend you to the Div ine Benedict ion.
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