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PREFACE

FOR THE CHRISTIAN READER: G()D'S GRACE T0 Y()U,

Although I have never been engaged in Alehemical matters, because,
as you should know' th is is not my occupat ionr nevertheless I  have
taken no l itt le delight and pleasure in a proper recognition of the
true powers of the creatures of Arnighty GoD. For, in so far as
I  at  t imes fron need, but also occasional ly f rom desire have read.
through a philosophical book, I have noted at least this much from
it' that something more than the four elements are contained in
everything'  and that these are only a receptacler or a '  shel l ,  of  an
indwel l ing,  d iv ine,  solely ef f icacious spir i t :  a f i f th essence.
And that beyond this,  there l ie hidden in the Lapide PhiLoaophonum,
copious and incredible secrets, which are beyond. all human under-
standing. Thus, i t  is  very easy to set  for th,  to convince, to demon-
strate,  and alsor &s i t  were,  to point  wi th oners f inger toward. the
true certainty of  the praiseworthy order of  the R. c.3 For,  as is
known to GoD-fearing hearts, such exalted secrets are contained.
j-n nature ( of which r wil l mention only a few) so why then, if such
is in the power of  Chr ist ian love, should they not have and pract ice
a beatif ic Brotherhood among thenselves? M. Petrus Bonus Lombardus
reminds us in his ldarga*t ta pnectosa NoVeLLe, chapt,  6. ,  and D.
Augustinus testif ies also in Sunma Confeesi'onum (as well as many
other highly enlightened and beatif ic nen) that the wise plato, who
stands nearer the saving faith than all other heathens, an6 who
lived more than three hundred years before the birth of our Savior
and Messj-ah Jesus chr ist ,  is  descr ibed in the Hory Gospel  of  the
Holy Evangelist and Apostle John (in the verses beginning 'rn the
beginning was the wordr' up to the passage nrhere was a man sent
fron GOD..r) .  That th is sci .ence has ar isen from plato,  and Saint
John should have kept his FORMUITA so crlptic, should be well_
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contemplated by everyone. The above-mentioned IUARGARITA ascribes

to hirn the LAPIDEUI PHIIoSoPHoRIIM, and, in my opinion, not impro-
perly, 8s can be inferred with eertainty fron the following points,

as wel l  as f ron other books.

In fhe Revelat ions of  the Sacieta '  o!  ATeheny.,  d inr lged by M.

Henricun Vogelirrn, Parson of Lutzelstein, Vou wiLl f ind in Book
4, chapter f that the heathens had reeognized the Creator through

his Creation, and had seen an irnage of the Holy trrinity (three

different persons) in one single inseparable being (as Lombardus

also attests in chapter 13) and that this is not diff icult to demon-

strate in conmon alchemieal work. He also reports that, from the

l ight  of  Nature,  the heathens had recognized that the Son of  God
would become a man, that a Virgin would be his mother, and that

Jesus Christ would have two births: One fron eternitlr and one in

t ime, as wel l  as other points concerni .ng his person. For instance,
that man is the l itt le world. That original sin j.s innate in him,
and that there is only one inter"rnediary between GOD and nan, who
redeems the human race through his suffering and death. That the
power and activity of man is nothing, but that GODIS word is power-
ful and healing. That @D works powerfully through intermed5.aries,

that good works follow unforced and fron themselves, and that man
may partake of the holy body and blood of Jesus Christ, and thus
be borrn, die and be resurrected. That GOD will create a new heaven
and earth, and so on. You wil l f ind much about the visible appearance
of the creation of the heaven, earth and everything within them,
as well as irunumerable other very exalted secrets in this book.
Read, in addition to this, HARMONIA LIIMINIS, GRATIAE ET NATUME;
the FAIIAM AI,ID CONFESSION of the highly enlightened Brotherhood of
the R. C, M. i Valentinum Wergeliuml Phil ippus Mornaeus DE VERITATE
REIIGIONIS CITRISTIANAE; Mutius Pansars DE OSCUIO EIHNICAE ET CIIRIST-

IAl,lAE REIIGIONISI Franciscus Tidicaers MICROCOSM; Alexander von
Suchten; etc. And although these partial articles of faith and
knowledge may be clearly seen through the revealed word of GOD, the
Book of  Grace; n€vertheless,  Almighty GOD has also wr i t ten such
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images in the Book of Nature, that is in heaven and earth and every-

thing that is within them, in order that these two books may agree

with one anotherr a.s in the l ight of day. For how could Nature,

the most beautiful creati-on, be repugnant to G0D, si-nce the Creator

took so much pleasure in it, and worked on it daily in accord with

his delight? It is thus quite possible for the heathens to have

attained to the Book of Grace by neans of this natural Bookr BSr

beyond a1l doubt, the Phi,Loeophi Magi or wise men from the East

were led to Bethlehem first by means of the natural l ight, and

thereafter by the supernatural appearEmce of the Star. Why then

should anyone sti l l  doubt concerning that to which the blessed

brothers of  the R. C. have at tested, and with which the most wise

King Soloman and ancient wise men as well as men as contemporary

as the Echo of tlie Ftate*ntty, Julianus de Campis, and others agree?

Beyond this r $ou may consider what the Urin and Ihunm{.rn were, in
the breast-plate of Aaron the Highpriest in the Yfonderbook of GOD,
that is,  the Holy Bible,  El<odus 28. For instance, how the holy
priests asked questions to the Lord by means of them or how in 1
Kings 23 and 30, David questioned the Lord by means of the URIM;
or in chapter 28, how Saul complained that the lord did not answer
him in dreams, nor through the URIM, nor through prophets. Note
also how Moses burned the incombustible gold in Exodus 32. How this
came from a l ittIe powder of earth (4 Esd. 8) and how it turned
translucent l ike glass i-n Revelations 2L Think how the fire turned
to a th ick water in 2 Macc. 1.  Consider whether the holy blood
of Jesus Christ, which was spil led upon the cursed earth has not the
power again to make it hoIy. Think also how the creatures are sub-
ject to vanity against their wiIl, and long for, sigh for and look
forward to their end (Romans 8). But this is enough for nowr do
not be a dumb piIlar of salt or of a stubborn heart. Nevertheless,
in regard to this tractatus the first two parts are written by a
Doctor of  Lawr BS is ment ioned in them. You should,  incidental ly,
perceive that they should be entit led the Edifyers (the Greater and
the Lesser- th is I ILIUM INTER SPINAS).  The other part  has indeed
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been prrblt,shed prevlousLy, but very fal-oely, lncorrectly and reduoed

by half. You can find Lt fn Aodfetendlon who$e author is called

Ffaitslgaus GrelLiu's i.n a Iatin coplr Ittusr oV favoured read.err tnBV

you be satisfied with this for now, ?$d if L shouLd flnd that tny

induetrXr pLeases J'ou r I will then endeavour that even nore wonderi-

ful thtngs of, thts sort ehould see tfie lIght of day. fith this

f conmend you to the graoe o,f GOD.
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THE OPEN CI{EST OF THE GREP,TEST SECRETS OF I{ATURE
BEGINNING WITH THE GREATER EDIFYER (oN: FARMER)

Itsr ter i  tg f  r tur  f l in rubu i r  t t r  hrginning snd f  t r  rn i .

The holy Apostle James says in Chapter 1: "Every good gift and every

perfect gift is from above, and coneth dorvn from the Father of

l ights, with whom there i.s no variableness, neither shadow of turn-

ing. "
St.  Paul  says in 1 Cor inthians 3:  ' I  have planted'  Apol lo watered;

but GOD gave the increase."

Alanus Philr 'Son, set your heart more on GOD than on the Art'

for it is but a gift from GOD, and He imparts it unto whomsoever

He wi l - l ;  therefore,  have peace and joy in @D' and you sha1l  have

the Art .  "
Alphiduse ,Son you must know that you cartnot attain to this Art,

unless you have purified your heart and your nind toward GOD' and

have sincerly reconciled yourself with Himl for as soon as GOD sees

that you are of an upright and well meaning disposition, then through

His grace, H€ shal l  a11ow you to master th is Art ."

Dionys. Zach. (Fo1. 69) o "For you i t  is  meet that  you read the
philosophers with unflagging patienee and eonstancy before you set
your hand to your work, aski.ng GOD at all- tines for understanding
through His grace; for no one attains to this Art through luck or
through chance, but rather more through prayer than through other
means, though other means nust be also employed."

The great King and philosopher Hermes (in Lib. di Nuitate Entis);

'Direct yourself fu1ly and completely to Hin who is above Vou, l i ft
the wings of your understanding to the rad.iance of the higher sub-
stance, for then you sha1l perceive with your eyes, both inwardly
and outwardly, its countless and exalted beauties, and another

l ight '  which surpasses al l  l ight .  You shal l  be astonished and
give heed no longer to all the works of the world, and in your heart
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sha1l also wish and choose a premature death, shalI castigate and

nortify your body, and beyond this, shall even deny and hate your

own soul. You shall honour the King of Kings and the GOD of glory
with heartfelt and beautiful hynns of praise. For we should worship

and love with heart and soul the Word of the Father, who has so
loved. us and is the heart of the Fatherr and be astonished at so
great a treasure, and glorify Him, that we may finally be worthy

of the eonmunity of GOD, and be fulf i l led by Him through His graee,

to whom be all praise and honour from Eternity to Eternity. Atrren.

I  have set these test inonies or wi tnesses in th is p1ace, in order

that no one should take it into his head to desire to achieve this

Art  by himsel f  a lone ( Iet  i t  be by whatever means one might please).

Not for it is the wil l of GOD that all things should be prayed for;
and especial ly th is,  s ince i t  is  the highest th ing next to the
human soul that @D has created. It j .s a mirror of all the highest
and lowest th ings, in which GODIS essence rnay be seen suff ic ient ly,
as in a mirror. It is the Meneutivg Vitae without which no man,
animal- or plant may live (in this regard read Clanggr Euce.. fol.
4 lJ and PRINC. fo l  468 in f ine,  fo1.  4?4 in f ine).  Therefore my
dear frj.end and brother i.n Jesus Christ, whoever you may be, and to
whom I  entrust  th is secret  out of  Chr ist ian love, keep GOD before
your eyesr praf, read the philosophers and not the writ ings of the
sophists,  work wi t t r  pat ience, and you shal l  behold miracles.  And
should you at ta in to i t ,  do not misuse i t ;  or  the punishment of
COD shal1 fo l low upon your heels.  Keep i t  a Secret l  I  have entrusted
it to you for your own well-being, and you shall be held accountable
for it on the Day of Judgement. Anen.

It is written by the wise and nighty King OEB.EF. (c. 1. part 1

Eumna Perfeet) tfrat whoever does not understand the basic funda-
mentals and eauses of the growth of metals is already widely separ-
ated from our ART, for he has no well grounded roots, upon which
to found and estabLish the certainty of his undertaki.ng. This is
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confirmed also by the exeellent philosopher Arnoldus de vil lonova,
in the following words r nlVhosoever does not understand or know the
aforementioned and also the roots of the MrNERAI,rUM, which are
conpounded by Nature, does not understand as well the basic and
natural beginning of this growth." Therefore, it follows that he
also lo'tows the Art so much the less. For r 4s the excellent Magus
and phi losopher Ar istoteles Chynista also says, he shal l  of  necessi ty
not achieve the completion of this endeavor. These fundamental
exhortations of these very wise men serve us well and rightly in
our intent and undertakings. For he himself speaks of the IUATERIA
of the blessed Stoner a,s th is is explained in ROSMAJOR, fo l .ZI) t
nanely, that all error arises because the correct ground and origin
of the true Materia -Dapridaa'1s concealed and sealed up from them.

And it follows from this (he says further) that one who does not
know the correct beginning wil l never achieve hi.s desired end.
For he who does not know what he seeks does not hrow what he wil l
f indr and therefore, all who seek without a true ground must doubt
and vacil late unti l Almighty GOD shows them another means, which
however happens most rarely. Thus all philosophers truly warn and
adnonish any one who wishes to undertake to prepare himseLf in
secret  for  th is excel lent  and div ine Art ,  that  he should f i rst  take
notice of the Sepi,en Caneur4, or the course of Nature: How out of
hersel f  Nature gives bir th to and propagates the metal l ick root,
whieh the Art ist  must imitate l ike a monkey.

For the Art can neither make nor ereate the true thing at the
very beginning. Nor I t  is  a l ready nade by Nature,  so he does not
need to make i t  (as shal l  be demonstrated in what fo l lows).  He
is not a master,  but  rather a servant of  Nature,  for  he nust serve
Nature and come to her assistance. For Nature cannot very rapidly
separate the inpure from the pure inside the earthr &s the Artist
can oirtside it, si.nce the outwardly stinking sulphur must be sep-
arated from the true core,  as shal l .soon be shown. For th is reason
it is extremely necessary that we should fo11ow the earnest warnings

of the philosophers, that is in regard to how Nature generates and
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gives birth to the metals in the earth, which every true Artist

must folIow. For all philosophers irnitate nature and everything

br ings forth i ts l ikeness and loves i ts l ikeness, and, as Hernes

Rex Magnus says, 'No extraneous thing, which has neither originated

from nor been compounded. fron the metall ic MATERIA, has the power

to bring metals into being nor to change or transmute the sane. ' '
Itris is also confirmed by Count Bernhard ( in fo1 . 20) t rEach sub-

stance has above all the seeds particular to it, from which it comes

forth, and it is only propagated through those seeds, and through

no others."  He cont inues ( in fo l .Zi-)z 'Such a th ing is born and

propagated through the metals.' But before I pursue this point'

with all i ts prerequisites and other pertinent natters, I think

i t  wel l  that  I  should f i rst  d iscuss the ent i re Ser iem GeneraL. i . te*,

and thereafter each thing tn apeeie, in accordance with the order

to which I have corunitted myself in this work, for the SPECIAIIA

nay be recognized so much the more easily EX GEI\IERAIIBUS, and then

be taken into considerati.on.

However in the description of this exalted Art and divine Wisdom,

which is properly a seeret of natural philosophy, what must above

all be considered and observed is the SUBJECTIilI, the MATERIA or

cEAoS IMzURIIM r BS it is called by the philosophers, which Natwe

has produced in the earth in a netall ie forrn, but has left unper-
fected. This the Artist must gradually purify without heat. For
as soon as the outward warmth becomes greater than the warmth within,

then the metall ic Spirit f lows away and cannot be introduced into
the dead bodyr BS one can perceive in al l  metals,  which are al l

dead, since their l i fe has escaped them in fire and has flown away.

For this reason they have neither foree nor power. The entire first
operation or ACTION, up to the (stage of) COUIPOSITION or compound-
itg, is nothing more than the sublimation of the MATERIAE, that is,
naking it subtle. For, as Hernes says: 'the crude must be made
subt le. '  In th is process occur many operat ions which the phi lo-

sophers, for the help of those lacking r.urderstanding, place under

separate ehapters,  such as PURIFICATIO, SUBLIMATIO, SO],UTIO, MUN-
D]FTCATIO, SUBTII ITATIO, and etc.
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This is indeed at  botton nothing other than a pur i f icat ion of  the
remaining sulphuric odour, fol-Iowed by a dissolution of the body.
so that i t  nay be turned into sale MetaTlopun or into lquan pl i i to-
sophonum. This, after its exterrral purif ication, is beautifully
pure and virtuousS indeed much more exalted than conmon gold and
silver could ever hope to be (for the spirit of its l i fe remains
in it, and this is lacking ln conmon gold and silver). But when
this purified Mercury or SAI, IIIETALIORIJM is now brought together
with its own kind, then the water or Mercury first endeavours to
dissolve the earthr so that the earth may enter i.nto the subtil i ty
of the water, which may occur when the nature and quality of the
water has swallowed up and overcome the earth. After this the
earth again begins to have an effect on the water, through a rising
and fall ing action, in order that it rnight become thick, and in this
way to insure that it rernains afterwards preserved even in all
k inds of  f i re.  This occurs as soon as the qual i ty of  the water is
overcome for a very great part of our mastery consists in the dissol-
ution of the body or CORPUS in water (although this occurs fully
only when the Conposi.:to is cornpleated), which the philosophers
cal l  a Putrefact ion,  a rot t ing or corrupt ion,  wi thout which the
cyclic transformation of one metal into another may not occur.
(ZACH. fo l .78, 'quam ob causamr at tests to the same thing).  For
the destruct ion of  the one is the bir th of  the others especial ly
when such rotting or corruption and birth have their origin and
beginning from a single source. For all metals arose out of one
rootr  4s shal1 be discussed in detai l .  The Stone of  the Wise ar ises
from an insignificant thing, and yet out of this there comes the
most noble of treasures 3 that is, out of l}re gppl,mate or seed of
our gold 

' 
which is sown by neans of the Cpnj,unetto or compounding

into the mother of the Mercurv, there then comes forth the next
MATERIA, out of which a higherr Dor€ valuable treasure is produced.

This very next MAIERIA (which can be recognized when Nature first
elevates the proper thing in the earth) is the natural or real
moisture,  which is introduced into the process of  b i r th by both
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of its parts (or both of its parents) in their mutual compounding

and participation, For only such radical moisture or vapours of
the body and of the spirit are the essential parts of the LAPIS

or Stone. Thus out of two natures a third cannot be born, unless
one of thern in the role of the Agentit of active being and the

other in the role of the lPatienti 's or guiding being support one
another in their effi.cacy.

From this it now follows incontrovertibly that frorn the impure
things, which have their origin in the well or source of the first

minerals r orle must exhume, extract and remove the SUBJECIIJM or the

MATERIAM EIIXIRIS or the highest nedicine which wil l transform or

make perfect the imperfect rnetals, and that one cannot take this out
of any other thing in the world, for it can only be nade from the
mineral MINERA, out of which a1l netals grow and have their origin.
However, that from which all metals have their f irst origin wil l be

discussed in its proper order IN SPECIAII C0MMEM0RATIONE of the
birth of the netals, for it is the wil l and final opinion of all
philosophers that we should take sole1y the inner properr pur€ and
simple EIEMEI{TA, and cook and simmer these with gentle moist heat.
And they say that if this oceurs in any other way then it is of no
ut i l i ty .  They also sayr Take the most pure,  the f reshest,  c learest ,
nearest and best thing out of our metall ic ores, and exalt it to the
tops of the mountains or to the stars of the heavens, and then
bring it again down into its roots, and thus shall every thing be
conpleted and you have brought about the Rectif ication of the thi.ng.
But how this comes about wil l be explained and referred to in the
SPECIAII EXPIICATIONE, or the explicati.on of the points of Sublinat-
ion.

Notice further that he who would seek and perfect the tincture
of the SAPIENTIJIU or the wise to good effect must f irst recognize
the roots of the minerals. Out of this the exalted Work must be
perfected, for  the recogni t ion of  the or ig in of  the body and i ts
qualit ies is the thing that makes this Work easy. Thus it is that
this tincture or medicine made from corporeal things, in which
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Nature has been brought into a netall ic form or nature which is
in full accord with and like to Nature herself, can quite properly
be ingested without problenrs and with exeellent results. This
point shall hereafter be sufficiently explained and presented in
the doctrines of the philosophers, and in truth such a tineture
can be sought and found in the bodies'as well as in the spirits

of Nature, since both are fowrd to be of one nature and quality.

However the aforementioned tincture from the bodies is more diff icult,

and that from the spirits easily and more read,iIy, but not nore
perfectly, preparable from the inperfect netal. For the white
path and the red path are both of one root and foundation, after
the FERMENT or AGENS has been added to our Mereury. This is attested

to by MORIENUS: 'Out of one thing, the work of the white as well
as the red is completed and brought about, for there is but one
Stone and one effect, which can only be very gradually and gently

digested through fire and cooking in a single vessel and thus per-

fected to a red or a whi te f ixed and incombust ib le Stone. '  But
this must also be done in such a maruler that one removes the form

or nature of the great elixir from the power of its innediate mater-
ials in which it has been placed and concealed by Nature.

It should also be kept in rnind that no extraneous water or powder

should come into the composition of the Stone in the second operat-
ion.  ZACH says in fo l .  103: "For nothing is better to be compared
with another thing than that which is most closely related to it and
is of its own nature and quality, and if something extraneous should
be added to i t ,  then that which was desired wi l l  not  be produced
at the end of the work, but rather everything wil l take on another
forn and efficacy." Thus, nothi-ng nay have a proper birth, unless
it issues from a thing that is of its nature and quality, for Nature
cannot be altered nor improved since in her own nature, Nature
enjoys her own particular nature. Nature demand.s or has an appetite
for her own nature;  she envelopes l t  and jo ins hersel f  to i t .
She rul-es i t  correct ly;  she eonfronts i t ;  she gives bir th to i t .
She claims i t ;  she eonquers i t ;  she keeps i t  to hersel f .  She renews;
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she gives i.ncrease; she turns white and redl she tinctures and

exal ts her own part icular nature and essencer 8s is test i f ied by
Bernhard.us Comes Trevisanus and other philosophers.

Furthermore, it is extremely irnportant that the crrrde, inpure,
earthly part of the elenents, through which they may be burned or
grow corrupt, be removed by neans of the PREPARATI0N, or the sep-
aration process of the Art, and thus be completely parted from the
pure netall ic substance, for other:wise the netall ic body cannot
be resolved well and wrlocked, due to the impurity that has accrued

to it EX VI'TIO NATIJRAIf . For the FORMA AETALLICA must be removed,
and this takes place by means of gentle eooking and digestion,

solution and coagulation, in order that you may turn it into true

?Aff,?A ESSEN,?IA, the clear Mercurial water or the crystalline SAL

IUETAIIORUM, which is really nothing but a true pure Sulphur, which
will not burn because it is only the pure natural warrnth, into which

natural moisture has been poured. For the gently prepared fire has

the nature and quality that it unites and mixes the parts that belong
together very well and very densely per niyina: that is, that the
waters are mixed and joined inseparably and most intimately with

the water, so that it destroys and conpletely consumes the disagree-
able qualit ies and transmutes and changes them to the nothJ.ngness
of an ash. For th is reason, the phi losophers desire that  one should
bring the external into the internal and the internal into the
external, in order that one might master the Art; that is, that one
should remove the crude, earthly, cornbustible, sulphur-l ike part,
which appears in the external portion of the materials, by neans
of the special teehniques of the Artist, and also should bring the
most inner; clear and pure substanee, which in the beginning was
planted in the first root of Nature, into the most external, bV
cutting away the accidental corruptible parts. That is, you should
bring the internal' concealed parts to l ight, and destroy and discard
the external  parts,  for  they are of  no use. Thj-s is possible,  even
easy, for an experienced Artist to do beeause the internal parts
of a thing stand at all t iures opposed and contrary to the external
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parts in regard to their qualit ies and characteristics, and for

such contrary things there is a single process, in which they are

opposed to one another in order that they thus may be nore easily
recognized, and shine forth nore clearly. ftr is philosophical Art
requires no special method (as nany think, that is, that by neans
of the Art one can make new gold and silver), since Nature herself
is wont to give birth to these things in the depths of the earth.
Thus the Artist requires nothing more than that he, as a tool through
his INSTRU}/IENTA, should destroy and remove only the FORIUAM of the
philosophical S0IIS or LUNAE, depending on how he desires to begin
his work, bV mearrs of our Mercury, And thus he noves the Nature
in the SOLUTIONE COMPOSITII, that it might be awakened again through
the fire of the Art, and step once again from the dead into l ife.
However i t  is  necessary in the Art i f ic ia l  cooking of  the inperfect
body that the external rnobile war^mth be kept in measure with the
PR0PORTION, so that the power and virtue of the inwardly working
warmth, which br ings to perfect ion,  should not be al tered in the
sl ightest ,  by nei ther too mueh nor too l i t t le,  which should be deter-
nined eircumstant ia l ly  in every case. For i f  there is too much
heat' then the spirit of l i fe f lows away, and leaves its dead CORPUS
lying behind it; and if there is too l itt le warrnth, then it can
never be moved to l ife or growth. For the interrral is a pure,, f iery,
sulphur ic,  incombust ib le essence, whichr orrc€ i t  has been f ixed,
may be called the l ight of Nature, for it is the radiance and form
of al l  metals,  which makes al l  bodies luminous and perfect .  There-
fore,  i f  the Art ist  does not perceive th is l ight ,  then he may err
on many paths before he attains to the truth. For one is not able
to see such light' unti l what has been concealed is brought into
this l ight and the elements are reversed, as Hermes teaches. One
is not able to see our spir i t ,  which gives r i fe to ar l  bodies of
metal and is also a natural f ire, unless it is revealed to one by
the Spirit of GODr or by a l iving man. And thus all error arises
because there is but a s ingle path to th is Art ,  for ,  as RosARrus
says, everything that is good or that  should become good is prepared
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and created in only one way (although one man may enploy more details

and nethods than another in the first operation or process, which
occurs for the purpose of the COIUPOSITION or compoundirg, yet after
the compound.itg, one must again give it over to Nature, which brings
it to the desired end, as GOD has ordained it. Ihe simpler the
ARTIFEX or master makes it, the better and more certain it is, for

Nature operates and works only purely and sinply, and the master
must follow her. But whatever is evil can be prepared i.n many ways,
although not without countless errors, for as soon as a single in-
proper thing is introduced into this Work, many inproprieties and
errors issue from that one thing, and this oecurs because of that
extraneous contrary thing, and, in particular, beeause one is working
against Nature. Everyone must guard himslef against this, for it
is only vanity.

The perfected elixir or the white ti.ncture achieves a l ikeness
to the perfected metals,  that  is ,  as the rnost powerful  and ef fect ive
forrn of anythirg, which, if added in solution to the prepared, that

is,  purged, but inperfect  metalsr  ?s their  nost  c losely related
nater ia l ,  achieves a l j .keness in that  i t  f ixes,  perfects and t inet-
ures them to an enduring and eternal form, j-n the greatest and
j .ntensest f i re.  This is the t rue medicine for men and the perfect-

ion of metals, which brings them joy, renews them and transforms
then, and, except for  GOD, there is no other nedic ine which expels
poverdr and all infirmities of the human body, and can keep one in
perfect health. At this time few physicians have attained to this
hrowledge, although many of them think themselves to be upon the
right path. With any of our materials which has not been prepared
and unlocked (as explained above) it is not easy to work, for the
keparation is the secret of this Art. Thus it is the Freparation
of the efficacious thing through which anything is brought to the
point of its movement, perfection and finalityg which means that
an S,mperfect raetal is brought to the forn of a perfect netal, which
may oecur only through the aforementioned efficacy, movement, l ight
and warmth. For as soon as the warmth declines or is lacking, then
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the.movement or ef f icacy of  the th ing ceasesr BS ea"n be seen in

eggs which are abandoned by birds and grow cold. And as every nat-

ural  or  Art i f ie ia l  ef fect  takes, and must take, i ts own t ime, whether

short or Iong, through and in which it is brought to its prescribed

termination, thus also everything cannot work beyond its own forrn.

Therefore,  as soon as the proper forn or essence is present,  then

the novement or the effacieous thing is eonplete and, taken further

wil l of necessity becone a vain thing, which parts effectively from

the IYIATERIA. Besides this, it is also worth noting that one makes

the bodies subtle by removing their crrrdeness and impurity, unti l
they are spi-ritual, l ight and pure; butr orr the other hand, makes

the spirit corporeal and thickr so that they may become enduring and

consta.nt ,  l ike the bodies.  For th is reason the ancients say that

unless you know how to make the bodies spiritual and the spirits
corporeal, you have not found. the correct way or process to the

venerable Art. Ttris is nothing other than that one makes the thick

thin and light and the l ight thick and hearry, as Hermes Rex Magnus
sayss "crassum fac subt i le et  hoc spissum redi to",  etc.  Here i t  is

inportant to note that each thin and light thing is considered more
valuable than a crude, thick thing, because heaqy things eannot
r ise into the heights,  unless they have already been jo ined to l ight

things. But, on the other hand neither can the l ight things be
fixed or held to the ground except through the power and force of
the heavy, crude and thiek things. For, although the body does not

act on the spirit but rather only the spirit acts on the body;
nevertheless, in order for each of them to have an effect on the
other and to be compatible with the other, it is necessary that the

body or earth and the spirit (that is the fixed and the volati le)
be compounded correctly, according to the P0NDERE or weight of the
wise; however,  the spir i t  must previously have also been pur i f ied

to the highest degree by means of Sublimation or Subtil ization.
Fol lowing this process, that  is ,  af ter  they have both been resolved
and dissolved, just  as water is nixed with water,  they are jo ined

indistinguishably, one with another, and thereafter remain united
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in each other, such that no power of f ire wil l have the abil ity

to separate them again, no matter how great it night be. T}lre ARIIEEX

must be well instructed in all of this, and thus in the GA.ADIBUS
IGNIS, that is, in how he should and nust rule and forn the fire,

from the beginning to the end of the entire Work, for otherwise
i t  is  easy to make a mistake.

We will come to speak hereafter concerning this at great length,
for all the wise Magi and philosophers give us counsel that one
should not cast a tincture on an impure netalr ror make any PRO-
JECTION unless,  i t  has previously been wel l  pur i f ied,  for  otherwise
it shall suffer gr.eat damages, for not only wil l the tincture be
impeded by the SCORIIS and the stinking sulphuric ACCIDEI'ITIIS, but
also the tincture wil l remain at the top, subject generally to great

loss.  For the content and intent of  the ent i re Art  is  so directed

that one may confer perfeetion upon the base netals and bring them

to completion. Each tincture is engendered through its l ikeness
a$ong the metals (since they all i .ssue forth from the metall ic root)
which is to be colored and not by any extraneous thing, which has

not had its origin in the pure substance of Sulphur and Mercury.
For in order to discover and to demonstrate that for all metals
their PnfMA MATERTA is wholly identical in its powers and virtues,
and thus that it is a very easy path to transform one i.nto the other-
and, also that they are distinguishable only through this, a't least
in regard to their purif ication and digestiont namely, that one has

been much more highly and purely cooked and digested than the other
by Nature-it is necessary that the inpure netals be more thoroughly
and better purif ied by the Artr so that those which were originally
less digested be more thoroughly digested. Thus in this stage of
the Preparation, all accidental and chance ingredients, which make
the baser metals impure, wil l be separated. fron then to the extent

that only their pure, incorruptible substance remains, for other-
wise, nothi.ng could possibly be transformed and transmuted into the

essence of  a perfected metal ,  nor could there be such a netal ,  s ince

only in this way may the effects of the active thing be completed
and fuIfi11ed in the prepared passive thing.
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You should note further that only three items (respective loquendo)
are necessary to the perfect ion of  the t inctured Stone, in which,
i f  i t  is  correct ly prepared.,  the mastery of  th is ent i re Art  consists;
nanely' the Stone of the Sun, which signifies or includes the Red
Lionr Red, incombustible Sulphurt and after this the Stone of the
Moon, in which the pure and clear, incombustible white Sulphur
dominates, as is explained in CL,ANGOR BUCCINAE in TURBA fol. 484.

"In the lunar SUB.IECTO there is a white Sulphur." And, f inally,
the Stone in whieh our Mercury contains both natures, the white
as wel l  as the red. This is the basis of  the ent i re mastery,  s j -nce
our Mercury is the earth, into which one sows, and which brings
forth. It is the third Stone, which i.s the inter"mediary between
the first two, and includes both their natures within itself: oNam

Lapis Mercurii anplectitur utranque naturamnr a's has been said.
You should conceal  completely these three netal l ic  and mineral  species
from the conmon uncomprehending and unworthy people and let the
fools wander on their own false paths, for they are not predestined
or foreordained to this knowledge, and it wil l remain closed to them
until they can bring the Sun and the Moon into one body, which cannot,
and must not, occur without the Will of Him who lives from Eternity
to Eternity. For this high Art is the highest earthly gift of
Almighty @D a1one, and shall be held in His hand, and neither
given to nor taken by anyone, except onry by hin whom He wil l.
Nevertheless,  dt  t imes i t  may also be at ta ined through keen and
exalted understanding, through prayer, through continued and dil igent
reading of books and industrious seeking, or through the revelations
of a faithful master. Thus it may also come through ne, by the
gface of COD, beyond any doubt, for a true philosopher has GOD
before his eyes, and d.oes what is proper, or otherr'rrise he had better
not do anything at all. Thus I do not make these disclosures for
my sake' but for the sake of that which shall be revealed. I thank
GOD for the abundant support of his miracles. And lndeed, he who
has correctly read and understood the CODICES or books of the ane-
ients wil l not be able to deny that I have not corrupted the truth
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in this, DV nethodologieal theory, and that I have not invented
the PRINCIPIA or source and nystery of this sacred. Art as wil l be
shown. The eternal GOD gives it only to those who intend to enploy
it for the good of their neighbor and the edification of the Christ-
ian church, j.n honour to His name, Amen.

Here follow the naj.n topics, in which the tnre foundation is
truthfully brought to l ightr so that one rnight conprehend it.
And it is easy, and not diff icult as several have already claimed.
Up to now' following order and necessity, the high ARCAI{IIM GENERALI
M0D0 has been discussed, thus there now follows the basic instruct-
ion and demonstratj-on IN SPECIE and in particulars, for which it is
necessary first to discl-ose points relating to the GH{ERAI\IRAM or
coning to birth of the ninerals and metals, and subsequently to
demonstrate the true materials or SUBJECTI IAPIDIS, with corres-
ponding detai ls,  requis i tes and other pertaining mattersr to descr ibe
thenr prov€ them and present them. (For the sake of  excel lence this
should and must be done in aecord wi th the course of  Nature,  that  is ,
according to how the metals and other sinil iar things have their
or ig in in i t ,  which every t rue phi losopher and Art ist  must fo l1ow,
since al l  phi losophers imitate her,  and wri te in accord wi th her.  )

However '  before I  begin to explain th is,  i t  must needs be brought
to not ice that  the phi losophers ment ion three sorts of  minerals.
The greater minerals are metals which sti l l  remain in their CHAOS,
husksr or (as Theophrastus says) st i l l  l ie in the workshop of  Nature,
that is, before they are snelted to metals through the power of f ire.

The niddle minerals are the Marcasites, and all such species in
which a rnetall ic radiance may be seen, such as antimohJf, T|ISSMUT,
arseno-pyrate '  etc.  No netal  comes from any of  these, however long
they lay in the earth,  for  they do not possess a conplete Blossom
or Button' but rather have only two PRINCIPIA, narnely, Sulphur and
Mercury.  They lack Sal t .

The third sort  of  n inerals are cal led the lesser minerals,  and
are the sal ts and al l  such things as alum, v i t r io l ,  sal tpeter and
al l  k inds of  ground mass, s inee no metal l ic  form or radiance can be
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pereeived in them. I t  has been necessary for  ne to explain th is,

in order that  no misunderstanding of  the term'mineral"  might ar ise.
Now fol lows the necessary expl ieat ion of  the Generat ion,  or  com-

ing to birth, of the metals, which the ARTIFEX rnust folIow correctly,

for everything brings forth its l ikeness, a's is to be observed in

all l iving things.

However in this regard you should especially understand that all

netals spring from and have their origln in one root, material,

foundation and ground, for otherrvise they would not be HOMOCEI'IEA

or CONSANGUINEA, that  is,  c lose blood-relat ives.  This is conf i rmed

by all true philosophers and is also given by experience; for there

is no t in which has not f i rst  been lead, al l  s i lver was previously

lead, and sini lar ly al l  gold was previously s i lver,  as is at tested

by the highly enlightened Count von Tervis in fol. 3I and 32. Then

he artfully describes how the metals grow, and says that they are

f i rst  lead, then t in,  then si lver,  then copper and f inal ly i ron

and gold. However, Nature takes a longer tine with iron and copper

due to the impurity that they have assr.med at their birth. Every-

one can read this description in that book, and everything that it

reports is as i t  says.  DION ZACl l .  in foI .  92 reports (as I  nysel f

can also attest) ttrat a mi-ne is often excavated before its proper

time, in which case one then finds premature silver, whose character

is l ike that  of  lead op€; but i f  the nine is c losed again,  and the

ore is al lowed to be digested for a certain t ime (approximately

forty or f ifty years) then it contai-ns alnost pure silver. Although

this may appear miraculous, because lead is impure, but silver is a

beaut i fu l ,  del icate,  pure netal ,  i t  is  to be explained in no other
way than that Nature casts the inpurity out of the lead in relation
to the durat ion of  t ine,  as we shaI l  prove. And the inner,  Mercury,

Salt and Sulphur of Saturn within it are always as beautifull purel

Iovely and good as is ever found in the Moon or the Sunr a's shalI
a lso be demonstrated.

That all metals have eome forth from one root has been written

by the true philosophers who have attained the Stone. One nust
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lend credence to an artist or a craftsnan concerning what he says
he has learned in his craft, not to mention such exalted Magi and
philosophers as Rex Geber and CLAI'IGOR BUCC. in TURBA, FoI 473, who
speak about it most usefullyr BS followsr 'secundum varietatem sul-
phuris et ipsius nultiplicationem diversa netalla procreantur in
terra.' That is, the various metals are born in the earth accord-
ing to the varlety and quantity of the sulphur and also to its
propagation. But the first material out of which they stem is one
and the sane, for the metals are not different, except through the
accidental  ef fect  of  having received a greater or lesser,  tempered

or untempered warmth and a combustible or an incombustible Sulphur
in the bowels of the earth. In this (he says) tne greatest number
of phi losophers agree. But how i t  comes about wi l l  be dj-scussed
in the seetion concerning how and from what the metals are conpounded

by Nature.  TURBA PHIIOS. fo l .  579, thus says: 'The phi losophers

have had such exalted thoughts, that they have attempted to bring
the lower bodies of the planets into correspondence with those that
are above in the firmanent in terms of their external radiance,
light and purity, and they have succeeded in this, because they
were established on the gfound of truth, sinee the netall ic bodies
differ only due to a greater or lesser cooking, while their origin
and beginning is MercurJ.r' And thus rlIRBA, fol. 610, says: "our
Mercury is all netals." In this regard the philosophers always use
the plural  fornp i .€. ,  'metal Ia,  metal lorum, metal l is . '  Even when
they should s?fr  €.  g.  . f rom a metal 'or ' the metal" ,  they say
insteadr , ' the metals",  ' f rom the metals ' , ,  ,of  the metals",  and mean
thereby that the metals are very closely related. Count Bernhardus
relates this in his parable, when he says that the other six netals
eome from the welI, that is, from Mereury, but they have not yet
at ta ined exal tat ion,  as he has. I t  would take too long to quote

all the authorit ies and proofs in both languages, and thus I wil l
only cite for you the relevant passagesr so that you nay read them
yourselves. They are! TREVIS CoMES| fol. MIHI 44; FLAME],: fo1 1It
in f ine;  ARNOL. in Ros. fo l  399, fo l .4113 MAGrsrm DEGEI{} IARDUS
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in SUO TRACTATU DE LAPIDE, fo1. 115; HOLAI{DUS in LIBRO \IEGETAB. in

PUCTO SATURNI, fo1 , 2L2r BERN. ACII\[. I fol. 29t I\IRBA 2??t CIAI{G0R

BUCC. foI .  437t B. AG.,  fo l .  109; nRBA, fo l .  l??t  and sini l -ar
passages. And in truth and in fact it is not otherwise.

Now we may properly discuss fron what and by means of what Nature
generates or gives birth to the metals in the depths of the earth.

In this regard you should understayrd that Nature has veins and
passages in the earth, where saIty, clear and unclear waters drink,
l ick,  dr ip and deposi t ,  as can be observed in mines, where acidic,
salty water always drips. That is, whenever the salty waters press

down, from above, but it is not true that heavy things always sink

into the depths, because the sulphuric vapours meet then from below

out of the center of the earth. Should it then occur that the salty
waters are pure and clear and that the sulphuric vapours are also

pure, and that they neet and join with one another, then a good

metal  resul ts.  But when this is not so,  then an inpure metal  resul ts,

on whieh Nature has to work for more or less one thousand years

before she makes it perfect, and this is due to the impurity of
either the Mercurial salty water or the Sulphuric inpure vapor.

I f  the two have received one another in a c losed clef t  or  stone,

then there r i -ses f rom their  junct ion a moist ,  dense, fat ty vapour.

Because of the true warnth of Nature, this condenses , s j.nce it has

no air (for other:vrise it would flow away), and fron this vapour
there comes a nuci laginous or greasy mater ia l ,  whi te,  l ike butter,
which Matthesius cal1s a GilJR. This nay be spread like butterr BS

I can also clearly d.emonstrate here r orr or above the earth. This

GUR is also often found by niners, but nothing can be made frour
it, for no one knows what is available to Nature for such Yfork,
and it could as easily become a marcasite as a netal. This com-
pounded naterial is thereafter brought to a rnetall ic formr or MASSAM,
by means of the long, gentle and vapourous cooking of Nature.
The first form of the netals is a lead-Ij,ke naterial, in which a

kernel of FIXI of the Sun or of the Moon is always concealed, which
act ing as a seed, always grows and hastens toward the perfect ion of
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the Moon, for which reason it is properly ca1led LIINARIA, but also

SONNENWERT. Therefore, Flanellus says in fo]. 118, that one can

observe in leadsrines that it is impossible to find lead from which

one is unable to extract at least a grain or kerneL of gold or silver.

Count Trevisanus confirms this sufficiently in fol. 3I and 32,
where he establishes the order of the CENERATIONIS ilIETAIIORUM' with

lead as the first, and then tin; but alL the books of the philo-

sophers are f\rl l  of such desctiptions. However, due to rny previous

intention, it nust be proven that the generation of the metals

proceeds as I have said. CT,ANGOR BUCC. speaks also of this in fol.

473. ,,For every one of these metals is compounded first from Mer-

cury and Sulphur, and then transforrned into an earthly substarlcet

after which a subtle, I ight and pure vapour rises from these two

earthly substanc€s.n Pure netals come from this vapour because

of the internal warmth which ls found in the caviti.es of the earth'

by neans of which it is digested and cooked, unti l i t is all trarts-

forned to an earthly substanee and nature. It f inally becomes

fixed (after it has lain long in the workshop) and is transformed

and converted into a metall ic nature.

NIC. FLAMMEL; an excellent philosopher, writes usefully about this

in fol . L52r "It is certain that no extraneous or 5-nperfect thing

nakes the inperfect netals perfect or transnutes them.' For this

reason, people ean properly be held to be irrational who think to
produce something in this Art, out of aninals or any green things,

s ince they may use minerals,  which are very c losely related to the

metals. For only from these two, namely Sulphur and lvlercurV, are

all netals born. But i.n this connection, let no one nake the mistake

that we are speaking only of two things, and thereby leave the Salt

out, For you must understand that the Salt is concealed in the

Mercurial water, and that the water can quickly and easily be trans-
forraed to SAI METALIORIIM, and. that the SAIT can again be turned
to water.  In addi t ion,  i t  has also been related. that  the metals
are engendered from a salty vitriolic water and Sulphuric vapour
("semita semitaer"  in TURBA, fo l  .  l+?3).  You should understand and
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note that the Mercury is cooked in the earth,  as fo l lows: the son

of all metals is imperfectly digested in the bowels of the earth
by means of Sulphuric warmth or vapours, and, in accord with the
vary5-ng quarity of this sulphur, that is, according to how pure or
impure the Sulphuric vapour is, the various metals are born in the
earth. But their original MATERTA is of one kind onry, and they
an"e different only in so far as one is more cookedr or is more burrrt
by inpure Sulphuric vapour than the other. Thus they are variously
engendered' and ln this all philosophers agree. It would take too
long to quote here the proofs of all the philosophers verbatim,
especially si.nce they all agree with one another; you may read
Count Bernhardus in the cited place yourself. The passages are:
ntRBA, fo l  ,495, )56,4?6; FI"AIvlEt,  foI .  183; CT,AI i IG. BUCC. fo1 .493i
TURBA, fo l .  411; \ERB IDEoQ, fo:-  569 in f ine,  fo l .  3I  ,  32,  40, 44i
MAGISTRU DEGENHAR. fol. L223 RICH. ANGI,IC. fol. l.27, 310 , 5?9t
RoSINUM, fo1 .  2?8r ARN. in FLoR. fo l  .  475 in f ine3 TURBA. fo l  .  L58,
I59, 150; FLAM. fol . !52. They are all coneealed in the SAI.E METATL-
ORUMr body, spirit, soul, Sulphur and Mercury, and in order to
demonstrate this, Hermes says: .Sal Metallorum est Iapis Philosophorurn
et qui habet sal metallorum il1e habet secretum sapientum antiquorltrr., '
Al l  of  these men and al l  of  their  bel iefs give one voice to th is:
That all netals are born from Sulphur and Mercury IN QUO SAI LATET;
and such is indeed the case.

Because I have now sufficiently explained the place and quality
of the MODUM, and have demonstrated that from which the netals are
generated and born, artd beeause every Artist should, and nust, follow
this, thus it wil l now be necessary to show, speak about and describe
the correct and true MATERIAMT so that he wiII be able to follow
Nature,  s ince this is of  the greatest  i .mportance. For i t  is  useless
to build if I have no material with which I intend to buiId. How-
ever' someone at this point may make an objection and sayr Although
you can nane or show me a MATERIAIVI without any trouble, who is to
know whether it is possible that the rnetals grow and propagate them-
selves or can be propagated and mult ip l ied? Because this is a very
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inportant pointr we must now leave the explication or noninal inter-
pretat ion of  the mater ia ls,  somewhat behind us,  and present,  explain
and denonstrate this point with fundanental and unobjectionable
argunents and reasons.

Itrat very wi-se and intelligent man, Arnoldus de Villanova in LIB
FIOR. FLOR., provides the first j.ncontrovertible argument and proof
in these words: 'Everything that grows also propagates itselfr a's
can be perceived in trees, grain and all things. Btrt the uretals
grows therefore they also, l ike other things, can be nultiplied and
propagated." That they grow ca^n be observed through experiences such
as those mentioned above: That a mj.ne, in which the ore has been
found to be sti l1 i-nperfect, can be closed and allowed to grow to
perfection through Nature, as all experienced niners know. Alnighty

GOD Himself speaks for this, since there is increase in the creation

of all things, for he says in Genesis Is Let everything bring forth

fruit after its kind, and be fruitfull and nultiply itselfs thus,

there can be no doubt about it. An excellent philosopher who poss-

essed the Stone, namely D5.onysus, speaks as fo l lows in fo l  .  ?82

"Everything which is ordained for conpletion and perfection, and
yet has remained imperfect due to a lack of cooking, nay be brought
to perfect ion through subsequent cooking. '

The perfect  metals are predest ined and foreordained to perfect ion;
for this reason they can be brought to perfection by neans of a
steady subsquent cooking or digest ion.  This argument is directed
principally towards our MATERIAIVI, for this is also left imperfect
by Nature, and the Artist must thus come to her assistance with
purif ication and cooking, as shall be explained.. The following

third argunrent is from the certainty of TRANSMUTION or changer oFr
as one now says, of  t inctur ing,  and is presented by ARIST.,  1.4
in MEIEOR. and ZACH. fol . 79 r BS well as CODJIES BERNHARD. , ALB.
MA€'{US and Avicenna. It goesr The alchemists cannot transform any

metal into another unless they reduce it f irst into their f irst

MATERIAM. This reduction or regeneration into the first MATERIAIII,
is  possible and very easyr BS a resul t  of  which the t ransmutat ion
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or transfor"nation is also possible and easy. I should possibly

relate much more concerning this reduction or reproduction into
the first MATERIAIT{; however, since rny Edifver, that is, this tractatus
written by rne, has said enough about it, and, in addition, it can
be shown that the books of the philosophers are fuII of references

to i t ,  (such as Count Bernhard in fo l .  L7,  18 and 19),  I  th ink that
I have already satisfied you in this regard. This point is to be
well noted, for many people have erred therein and think that when
they have the IVIERCURIIIM PHIIOSOPHORUM or the SA],, METALIORUM, then
they have also the PRIilIAM MAIERIAM. Nol but rather it will first
become the PRII/IA MATERIA after the Composition has occured, of both
the Man and the Wifer BS is attested by the Count in fol. 2l in
fine and 22. There he says: 'In principio tun demum ista conjunctio
dicitur prima materia et non prius,,. T'hen only after the conjunction

or conposi t j -on is i t  cal led the f i rst  mater ia l  of  the Stoner or
of  a l l  metals.  In th is corvrect ion read TURBA, fo1 .4I5,3& and
so on.

Thus, legi t inately and on the basis of  Nature,  that  is ,  f rom rat-
ional causesr w€ cast out and rejeet the AITIIMAIIA and VEGETABIIIA

as extraneous, contrary and unsuitable materials for our Work, and
establish our MATERIAM LAPIDIS properly and correctly among the

MINERALIA, si.nce aII metals are smelted in mj.nerals or from the same
(unless they are found in a pure state, in which case they have
released themselves from the rnineral, as chicken from the eggshell)
or are extracted and purif ied by other means. But now we are con-
fronted by the following question: Since we have already established
the tripart division of the most excellent minerals, that j.s, the
greater,  n iddle and lesser minerals,  out  of  which of  these, then,
should our MATERIA principally and nost successfully be taken,
orr to phrase it better, from which of our minerals or metall ic
ores does .the proper i lIATERIA cone? That it must be metall ic we
shaIl prove in what followsl for everything brings forth its own
kind, takes joy in its own kind and hates its contrary. The philo-
sophers produce much confusion in their  descr ipt ion or nominat ion
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of the true materials. For instance, FLAIvIEL says (foI . 152 in
fine) tfrat it is excellently concealed fron which mineral MATERIA
our Stone can be made, but that in part it is very closed, in part

very insufficient i.n material, and also that most of it is impure,
for which reason many fail precisely at this point. CLAl,l@R says
(in foI. 4?5) ttrat ne obtained only a quarter ounce of Mercury out
of a fuIl pound which proved suitable for his work. Arnold de

VilLanova also writes of this in ROS foI. 40ll, as well as ZACH,
fo1. 4331 92, and L5O. For there are various ninerals, among which

some are more pur i f ied,  cooked and digested by Nature,  and these
are closer and more suitable for our Work, and also betterr 4s I
hope, DV dear friend, that you wil l lcnow. For what Nature has
already made, f may not make, and this is all to my advantage.

But in addition you should also understand fundanentaIly that

the ilIATERIA LA,PIDIS or the LAPIS PHILOSOPHORUM nay be prepared from
al l  the metals,  espec5.al ly when they are st i l l  eontained in their

mineralsl but that as soon as they come into fire, then the SPIRIflIS
TINGENS flows away, and leaves its CORPUS lying dead behind it, as
is related in ROSAR.,  fo1 209. Our Stone ls a th ing or MATERIA
which never comes into a fire. With the SPIRIru CORPORAII that
flows out of the rnetal I can tincture a Venus in an instant to the
appearance of the Sun, but this is not enduring, because it is a
f leet ing spir i t .  But i f  the mater ia l  is  rawr then there is a possib-

i l i ty to do whatever one desi.res, if i t is executed highly and nobly
through the Art .  Nevertheless,  there is a shortcorning, for  some
metals are bound too hard, and some are too impure and diff icult to
dissolve.  For th is reasonr the phi losophers have chosed the nearest
and easlest way and have taken the materials that can most easily
be unlocked, and also those in which the PRIMUIvI ENS and VIS GENERATIVA
ET MULTIPIICATM are sti lI plentifully contained, in order that

they nay achieve their end all the more quickly. Especially since
the IvIATERIA is the same in all metals, why should I plague rnyself
for one or two years with a Resolution which I can otherwise produce
in the same mater ia ls in at  most four to s ix weeks, s inee I  can have
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the same MATERIAIVI in a short period or a long one? That this is
true is confirmed by the very famous philosopher, Avicenna, in fol.
433 , with these word.s: "One should know that sone metals can be
made into an el ix i r  nuch more easi ly than others. '  TURBA (fol .

4Ol+ in f ine):  r I  say that al l  netals are internal ly gold and si lver,
which everyone who understands this Art is able to know.' FT,AMEILUS
(in fo1. L20) says even more clearly that the Stone can be nade
from al l  netals (as long as they have not been in a f i re) .  You
can f ind i t  a lso,  he says, in LUNA' or whereever you desire to seek
i t ,  in Iead, i ron,  more certainly in copper.  But I ,  he says, have
found i t  in gold (but understand that he does notmean conmon gold).

In al l  of  th is i t  rnust  be understood that i t  has not yet  been in

any f i re.  This dist inct ion is made by Count von Tervis ( fo l .  L6

in f ine)r  ' f ,eave al l  the minerals alone (rrnderstandi  the lesser
and middle minerals)  and use only the metals.  However,  most of  the

Artists do not understand this passage, and this makes a great diff-
erence, for when the metals go through fire and are snelted into

a netall ic form or MASSAMT then they are single and aIone, for

they have lost their SPIRITUM TINGH{TUM and are now dead.' In
addition, it is in this way that one body is separated and driven
from anothers for one can only rarely find one metal alone, but
rather Venus and the Moon are gladly together, the Moon and Saturn
are gIadIy together, the Moon and the Sun are gladly together, and

so on. Thus they plague these compound bodies further and separate

first Venus and the Moon, Saturn from the Moon, the Moon from the
Sun, that  the metals thus become powerless,  i .npotent,  dead single
bodies and can do nothing. Even the Sun can do no more than what

i t  possesses. Thus they become separate,  a lone and no longer a

compound of body, soul and spirit, for as soon as the spirit leaves
i ts body, then the soul  a lso becomes powerless,  and i t  is  therefore
inpossible to make anything fron them. T,et us approach this more
closeIy.  Prevj .ously we dj .seussed the three sorts of  n inerals,  the
greater,  lesser and middle ones. The lesser ones cannot be used,
for they are only marcasi-tes and contain only two PRINCIPIA, as we
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have stated previously.  Thus the Count has rejected al l  of  the
minerals that  do not bear metals l  indeed, he rejects even the metals
thenselves when they have been sundered from their rife.

At this point someone nay ask; Since there are so nany ninerals

whieh contain netals, how do I know which are the most suitable

arrd best, from which I can easi.ly obtain our,Mate;nium or the Mer-
cuniu e Phi,':Lo e opherutn .

The philosophers themselves address this point or question when
they say that we should use that mineral or IIIIATERIAIVI which Nature
has already begun to make into a netal, and thus has brought into
a netal l ic  forn or radiance, but has lef t  uncompleted; we should
take such a material-. Now, concerning the generation of the metals,
we have previously heard. that Nature first makes a mj-neral lead ore,
as the Count relatesr the f i rst  is  Saturn,  and the second is Jupi ter .
Howeverr orr€ may not be wil l ing to trust ne in this regard, and thus
I will support my opinion and explain the true MATERIAIVI, whieh is
nost suitabler so that one may have no doubt about it at all.
Therefore, extend your reason, open the eyes of your understanding,
and then pray that you may be able to comprehend it. For it is
my experience with the I/IATERIA that you are to learn in this edifying
tractatus, although everyone may not be able readily to understand
i t .  However,  I  wi l l  endeavorr  BS is proper,  to nake the clear t ruth
as clear as I can, and rnay @D make you silent, that you may not
reveal it capriciously to another man or to him who is not worthy
of i t .  AMEN.

I have previously nentioned that I wish to prove that our blessed
Stone arises only from the netall lc root, and thus must be a met-
all ic bodyr so that it may rectify, cure and tincture the inpure
metals into its l ikeness. fhis nay serve to insure that you do not
seek it in vegetableror animal substances, even though our Stone
is also animal and vegetabre, for when it is resolved in water,
then it is called 'aquan vegetabilem, nam vegetat proprium corpusr' '
for it brings its own body to the process of growth. It is anirnal
because it has art Aninart, as is explained by ZACH, and others, and
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this is its l i fe, which flows away from the common netals in fire,
so that they become dead, s i .nce their  spir i tual  essence or t incture
is gone, which should have tinctured then. For a body cannot pene-
trate or t incture another bodys the spirit is the driverr it must
do i . t .

That the Stone must be metall ic is proven by ROSAR. MAqilUS in
fol. 2t3L, where he says that the MERCURIUS PHIIOSOPHORUM is that
on which Nature has worked but l i ttLer or has brought it to a met-
a1lic form or radi.anee, but has left it imperfect. Also ROSAR.
fo7- 2J2r xOur Mercury is not just anything, but rather that upon
which Nature has completed. her first operation and to which she has
given a metal l i -c nature,  tmt has lef t  imperfect . '  Atso fo1. 3O4t

'This alone, because i t  is  metal l ic ,  contai .ns in i tsel f  that  which

is necessary to our work.x CLAI ' IGOR BUCC. fo l  .476r ' .Epi .mid. ius
philosophus in turbae per coloten temperatum extrahitur a materj.a.'
That is , by means of a gentle wamth, a slimy or vaporous mucous
l ike is extracted from a metal l ic  mater ia l .  But i t  must also be
subtle -"hoc est sublinatio philosophorum, si-cut Herrnes dicit, crassum
fac subtile et hoc spi.ssum redito.n They call a mixed and well
purif ied earthly substance an elixir (which is a general medicj-ne
for men, animals,  t rees,  metals and plants) by means of  which one
can transform the metals. It would take too long to quote all the
authorit ies and proofs in this placer so I wil l only cite the refer-
ences, and you can refer to then and read them yourselvesr ARNOLD.
in RoSAR. fo l  .405; FLAMELLUST fo1. l3?t  CIAI{GOR, fo l  .4?5r 5IOi
RECIPIAIT{US; FIAMEI, fol .I+I9 lapis; TURBA, fol . 155, 4331 but also
note: TREVTSAI,IUS CoMES. fol , 2r, 35. These should suffice so that
one may not doubt that the II{ATERIA I"APIDIS is or has a metallic
form and character, which must, however, be talcen from it by means
of a Solut ion,  as wi l l  later be dj .scussed. Because i t  is  a metal l ic
body it cannot tincture; therefore, it must be brought into a spirit-
ual form through SUBLIMATIONEM PHYSICAIvI, in ord.er that it can pene-
trate and tincture.

There now follows the CONCORDIAI.ITIAE or general agreement of all
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philosophers by neans of which, I wil l prove that that which I sha11
name hereafter is the most suitable naterial for our Stone. I wil l
cite various texts, some of which are more relevant than others,
but in the first place I will introduce the text through which the
eyes of my understartding were opened through the nercy of GgD, and.
this is found in Fr,AIvlEr&O, for. rr8. 'when the Mercury of the
netals congeals and stands only a l itt l-e while in the first materi-a1,
then there is soon present within it an end.uring Kernel of gold,
which brings forth and procreates a true sprout of our Mercury fron
the two seeds ( suLpaanE prllcar E? sALb) r BS can be observed in lead
mines, for one can fj-nd no lead ore out of which an enduri.ng Kernel
of gold or silver cannot be brought to l ight. ' For the first binding
together or freezi-ng together of the Mercury i.s a mineral of Saturn
or a lead ore' in which it has been introdueed by Natqre. This
is also confirrned by Count Bernhard. in fol. 3!. This can truthfully
be brought to its perfection or conpletion without any doubt or
error' but this fixed Kernel must renain contained in its Mercury,
and not be separated by anything from its nineral or lead ore, for
otherwise it wil l be extracted by the power of f ire, turned into
si lver,  and become uselessr 4s fo l Iows. For when a metal  st i l l  1 ies
or j.s contained in its mineral or workshop, then it is a Mercury,
which' if i ts f ixed kerrrel is separated fron it, is l ike an unripe
apple which is plucked from its tree and then conpletery rots.
For the fixed kernel is l ike the apple and the Mercury is l ike the
tree, and one must not part or separate the fruit fborn the tree,
for it can have no other sustinence than from j.ts Mercury. This text
is indeed so clear and eorrect that even a very simple nan can under-
stand it '  and this text was my first enlightenment, which occurred
to me through the grace of GOD. And fron this one passage alone nay
the true foundation be receiveds for all the philosophers write
that one should take a material on which Nature has first begun her
work and brought into a netall ic form, but has left unconpleted.
This he also says in this passage, for the first form of the metals
is PLaMBA?Q, as is also confirmed by Count Trevj.sanus, when he says
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that the first material is lead, for this has already been in the
f i re,  and has lost  i ts  spir l t  or  power of  l i fe.  This spir i t  can also
tincture copper into an appeararrce of gold, which, however, is not
endurS.ng. This means that when the entire body has already begun
to be developed by Nature into a netal, then the possibil i ff exists

that the Spirit can work with the raw materlal accord.ing to its

wiIl, i f i t can first be brought to exaltation through our Art.

And this SPIRITUS must also have a body, which is lt.e,LanA or.LUilARfA.
and which is hidden in it, but can be revealed in the SALE MEIALLORaM.
Thus Hermes saysr "Its father is the Red Sun, but its nother is

the white Moon." Ihe white IIINA, he says, in distinction to the

conmon IUNA. For our Moon is transparent and yet the LUNA is con-

tained. in it, which can be proved, for the FORIYIA METALIICA must
be removed from our Moon r or other:wise it could not mix PER MINIMA,
that is, be nixed thoroughly, l ike water with water. There is much

I could say about this, but I rnust endeavour to be brief, However,
the resolution of the body or material, when the Salt is prepared,
must be repeated again and again.

Now other texts follow. flt,AMELl,US, fol. 126z "In the earth a

lead-like materj-aL, MERCAR7A7 e1AAgLATUg, grows. Thig one should
cast into pr5.son , and then execute, for in this way one can discover
i ts weight,  which is otherwise di f f icul t . '  This lead- l ike mater ia l
should be enclosed in a vessel and then purif ied, and only thus can

one deternine its weight, This is his op5.nion, because when it is
st i l l  impure i t  is  inpossible to assess. Thus, for  the faci l i tat ing
of our Work, there is only one metal to be found in the entj-re
worId, from which our Mercury nay be plentifully obtained. Saturn,
that is, Iead, is heavy and soft, for which reason it is comparable
to gold, and is called leprous gold. For ind.eed, he says that lead
which has not been in f i re is leprous goldl  i ts  leprosy,  is  removed
fron it in solutionr so that it is made clearr ds the substance
of gold must always be. Thus CLANG. says in TURBA, fol . 502: ,,Our

ore has a leprous and dropsical body, I ike the Syrian Naa^nan (2

Kings 5).  Therefore i t  desires to bathe i tsel f  seven t imes in the
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Jordan, in order that it may be eleansed of its congenital impurity.. '

FI"AMEL., fo1. 115r 'Therefore climb up the nountain, that you may
see a vegetable Saturnian, 1ead.-1ike,  roya1, mineral  root  or plant;
take only the sap of this and throw the husk away.' He cannot
evade itl he must eall this lead MASSAM a royal MATERIAIYI, for in
it and from it, gold is secured and born, as has already suffieiently
been stated. We want to hear as well what that excellent man,
TIIE0PH. PARAC. thinks of this and what his IItIATERIA is, for he says
in Libro Veaation foI. 38t 'For thus speaks Saturn of his own
particular naturer they have singled ne out from the six (under-

stand the netals) for their experiments and driven me out of the
spiritual citys they have locked me out of our dwell ing with a
corruptible body, for whatever they do not want to be or to have,
that f must be. My six brothers are spiritual, and thus they go

through my body whenever I an fiery, and I vanish in the fire (un-

derstand here the crucible or other experiments) and thus they
vanish also with me. Except for trvo of the bestr gold and silver
whieh they cleanse to beauty by means of ny water and then become
proud. My spirit is the water, which softens all the frozen and
stiff bodies of my brothers, but my body is drawn toward the earth,
so that whatever I touch becomes like the earth and is made by us
lnto a body. It would not be good for the world to lonow or believe
what is in me and what I am able to do. It would be nuch better
if they would do with me what is possible through me and leave all
the other arts of Alchemy alone, using only what is ln me and what
cart be aceonplished wi.th ne. The Stone of Coldness is in me: that
is my water, with which I nay fix and freeze the si-x netals to the
corporeal  essence of  the seventhl  that  is ,  to promote gold wi th
si lver."  This text  is  c lear enough, and stands in need of  no inter-
pretat ion,  except only that  i t  is  not  to be understood as referr ing
to conmon lead, for this has been in fi-re.

Here follows a text which I have copied from fHEgpA in my own

hand. He says: "Therefore I  teI1 you that you should take the
sickest of  the seven sick ones ( that  is,  Saturn).  For him i t  is
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needful that you lead hin to his bath of purif ication and purify

him of that which Nature has planted in hin against his wi.11.

Thus you have a secret . . . .  t  etc.

Arnold de Vil lanova i.n L. NOVA lutrl l ., fol . 45?, saysr "I testify
to you that such possibil i t ies are fowrd in the MAERIA, from which,

with my own hands, witnessed by ny own eyesr but through the doctrine

of another, I have nade the exlxir that turns lead to gold. This

I have naned for you, and it is lhe Phtloeophonum l(egnte,ta, from

which the philosophers have extracted the gold that was concealed

in its body. " This stands in full agreement with the previous

ci tat ions.

IUAGISIER DEGENH., a monk of the Augustinian Order, who certainly
possessed the Stone, says in his book, DE VIA UNMRSALIT " I t  is

a thing which is l ike all things internally, and in it all earthly
(understand: sublunary) things are also concealed. Its t incture
against  a l l  d iseases is a gi f t  of  the Holy Ghost.  In i t  l ies the
secret whereby one may attain to the Treasure of the Wise, and that
is the Plunbum Phi?,oaophonum, othenrise called tl 'e Plumbum Aerie,
namely,  lead ore,  in which l ies concealed a lovely,  radiant whi te

dove, called SAI METALIORtltl, in which the highest mastery of the
Work consists.  This is the chaste,  intel l igent and r ich Queen of

Sheba, c lothed in whi te VDfAnD, who wi l l  subject  hersel f  to no one
but the wi.se King Soloman. No human heart is able to fathom all

of  th is. '  At  the end of  h is t ractatus he also adds: ' I t  is  t ru ly

a wise man who can recognize the nature of Iead." He speaks very
well when he says that the white dove hidden in it, l ies within
netals which have not yet been in any fire. But the philosophers

agree almost unanimously that it l ies in Saturrr, because the body
of Saturn is the easiest to open and unlock, as has been previously
mentioned.. Therefore, as we have saidr oD€ must take the kernel
and throw away the husk r 4s the DIAIOGUS PHIIOSOPHIAE so well ex-
plains in foI. 14 and 16z 'One nust not take that out of which the
metals have come. No: But rather that  which has been extracted

from the metals. . '  And this is precisely that  which l ies concealed
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in the netals,  which is explained so excel lent ly in TURBA, part
1 '  fo l .  5?7, where i t  g ives the example of  a t reer "r f  one wants
to grow a tree, then one must not take the water or the earth but
rather that  which is of  the t ree, nanely,  the seed or sprout,  which
one again gives over to Nature. " You can read further concerning
this in RTPTEUS i .n AXr0MAT.,  for ,  r?92 'The compounded netal l ic
clump is compact galena (tt.Rrsv8pBrPPr, for which reason we call
i t  lead (arei)r  the qual i ty of  i ts  radiance comes fron the sun
and the Moon. "

Her^mes the great King and Father of the philosophers, says in
his book, DE CllAO GEI'IERAII (chapter Ip, fol. 268, rr. 14)c "The
most excel lent  pur i f icat ion of  our Mercury is that  one removes from
it  i ts  leaden darkness or form with the help of  wine r  so that i t  is
made glor ious,  c lear and translucent,  l ike crystal l ine t ransparent
Salt. This cannot be done, unless the FORMA IIETALIICA is renoved,
so that a spir i tual  essence is createdr 4s is intended in the solut-
ion. " DrONYs. zAcH. says in fol 92 that we should and must take
precisely the same material fron which Nature makes netals in the
earth. Count Bernhard explains in this regard that Nature first
creates a Lead-like i l lATffiIAIvl in which she establishes her first
DISPOSITION and qual i ty.  From here one can pass to the next point ,
which is that the other bodies are too hard to be unlocked. FIAMEL
also test i f ies to th is in foI  .  153 and 154, where he saysr . ,why

do we not take the pure bodies of the sun and the Moon for our
Work? The answer: because Nature has bound them together too hard,
so that one cannot easily obtain anything from them with fire.
Instead we take a body which contains precisely as pure a Sulphur
and Mercury as are in silver and goldr or1 which Nature has only
worked a l i t t le '  but  has lef t  unconpleated. '  He states fur ther
that we should take only that which is not conpleted, for the sun
and Moon are perfect, and therefore they are already in their f inal
state.  One may also read where he circunstant ia l ly  explains the
MODilM MATERIARIIM; and it is l ikewise worth noting that the philo-
sophers always use the pluraI form, as in ,.bodies" METALT,A,
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METAII IS,  METALL0RIIM'and do not say "a body' ,  '3 metal" ,  etc.

This occurs only because they want to lead the unwise astray, for

all netals, as we have shown above, eome forth from one root.

Thus it is, in parti.euJ-ar, that the Universal can be prepared from
then before they have been in fire, and especially if they are

stiI l contained in their ni.neral. fherefore , ROGER BACCHO and

FLAM. fol. I37 sayr 'Nothing nay be jolned to the metals, neither

nay they be compounded or transnuted, except only with that which

issues from then'r ds we have previously explained..

It would take too long to explieate all the textsr we wish there-
fore simply only to carry out the proof; for there can be no doubt

concerning the MATERIAT 4s wil l be shown in deed and in practice.
RASIS saysr 'a11 secrets are contained in lead"r  but not in conmon

lead, for he adds: 'You should not understand this simply as conmon

Iead, in order not to err, but rather as our fragile and black

Si'Lb-erglett. . And truly in our lead then is potential gold and

si lver,  and not only the v is ibLe whiteness.r '  This passage is c lear
enough: that the Moon is contained in it can be demonstrated in
practiee, even though one cannot see it when it is conpounded in
it. For when its spirit departs from its body, it leaves the lunar
body behind it Like the loveliest silver, in every sample. Now
it is undeniable that all gold was once silver, and that gold can
easily be nade from silver. Thus T,UNA or the IIINARIA can be shown
to be here, and for this reason sueh a process can easily be brought
to PIUSQUAMPERFECTION through the exalted Operation. MARIA PROPHET-
ISSA, the s ister of  Moses, says in IURBA, fo l  )222 'The f ixed or
enduring body is from the Heart of Lead', that is, from the internaL
substance that is contained ln our lead. As previously stated, a
grain or so of the Sun or the Moon i-s always contained in Saturn

which has not yet been in fire, l ike a seed that may be propagated.

Thus ROSARIUS, fo l .265, says:  'Our Sun or Moonr or the f ixed Body,
is concealed, just  l ike the soul  in the human bodyr or l ike f i re
in wood or in stone. '  AUROM CONSURGENS in TURBA, foI .  220: 'Beho1d,
I  have shown you the composi t ion ofour whi te lead ( that  is,  when
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i t  is  turned to a whi te sal t  by neans of  Resolut ion) and when you

know this,  then the other is wonanrs work and chi ldts p1ay."  He

wi l l  thus be understood to mean that af ter  the Composi t ion i t  is  the

easiest work that night be. Count Bernhard also confirms this in
foI .  3z 'Our work is so t r i f l ing and s5-nple,  indeed so easy, that

i f  I  should te l1 you about i t  wi th wordsr oF show you with deeds,

then you would not believe it. " ZACH. also says: "If the philo-

sophers had observed the correct order, then one would be able to

understnad this Art in a day or an hour, since it is so noble and

sinple. '  However,  the wise man should nonetheless consider how

AJmighty @D has placed sueh an exalted Work in such an insignificant,
eontemptible SU&IECI'UU or MAIERI ( for He has at all t ines a desire
for smal lness,  but also so that the r ich may not take not ice of  i t ,

although they have nothing but gold in their hearts, for they cannot
recognize or perceive th is insigni f icant gold) for  then how much
more can He bring about with more exalted things!

ruRBA, Part  1,  fo1.  22Iz ' In lead is a l lv ing death.  And what
the phi losopher says should be included among the secrets of  a l l
secretsr  nothi .ng is c loser to gold than Iead. '  This can be more
clear ly statedr the concealed gold l ies dead in the lead, but when

i ts death,  that  is ,  i ts  impur i ty,  is  taken from i t  by the Solut ion,
than i t  becones al ive and f inds joy in i ts own kind, to which i t  is
then added. For i t  is  l ike wax, into which al l  seals may be pressed:
i f  added to gold, then one obtains gold;  i f  added to copper,  then
i t  br ings for th copper,  and so forth.  This is conf i rmed in ROS,
fol .  3 l9t  l t tRBA, fo l  .  405; ARNOID in ROS.,  foI .  4t1;  and TURBA, fo l .

592 "Cum sole sit So1, cum T,una Luna, eum Venere Venus." That it
can accept al l  forms into i tsel f  is  conf i rmed by FLAM. fo l .  168,
who states: f 'Mercurius, induit onnes formas, sicut cera omnia sigil la: '
TURBA, foI  39z " In our earth are three eyesl  the r is ing,  the sett ing,
and out of them our white Saturn is born, which is the SAL METALIORUM.'
AIso IIIRBA part 1: "Our white canel is the seventh in the number.
According to the exal ted phi losophers,  the Sun and the Moon, as wel l

as Jupiter, our Mars and Venus, are contained and gathered in our
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Mercury, but Saturn is the seventh, in which all of them are con-
tained and uni ted.  He is the spatula,  the sword, the kni fe and
the incision of that which is born in miracle, with which one carr
resist  oners enemies, and in addi t ion a cask of  good wine. '  Yi lhat
could be more clear ly or dist inct ly said;  he even provides addi t -

ionally the agent of dissolution, for this is contained in the wine
cask. This is,  in the f i rst  pIace, wine, whieh is, 'spir i tua V"trui1
but i t  is  a lso Aeetum ViYi ,  SaL lantant,  and other th ings as wel l ,
in addition to which other agents may be used. These, however, may
not remain, but must be removed again after the So1ution.

ARNOLDUS in FLOR. FLOR., fol. 4?t in finr 'Metalla non generantur

nis i  ex spennate propr io",  the metals may not be generated except

from their  own seeds. This has already been suff ic ient ly discussed,
only one must perceive what the first netal is. For this read
TREVIS, fo1 . 3L and l2 and gttRBA, fo1 . 389 in prin. part. Our ol-d
man who seems to be dead is a figure of our science (wrderstand

in him the o1d Saturn). In him the conposition of the natures
(that is,  earth,  water,  f i re and air)  is  perfect ;  and al l  of  these
are in Saturn. Ttrrough him the Doors of Wisdom, the Doors of the
Seven Meta1s are unlocked and opened, as Hermes and his ancestors
teach. What eould be more clear ly sai .d than ROS. fo l .  3942 "Praised
be the Creator of  a l l  th ings.  Who, out of  something insigni f icant,
has created something precious, worthy and exal tedt  and, s ince this

is rnetal l ic ,  i t  contains wi th in i tsel f  everything that belongs to
the entire work., ' Here he says that it is taken out of what is
most insignificant, which is Saturn, in which Nature has planted
the first netall ic forn, which has been sufficiently discussed
already. ARNOIDUS in IIBRO DE CHAO UNMRSAII ASTIPULATOR in AURORA
CONSURGENTE in TURBA, fo1.2O3r 'The seeds of  our science are ex-

tracted from a rnetall ic body, which contains nost potently within

itslef the power and virtue of all metals.' You have heard enough

already concernj.ng what sort of a naterial this is, in which all

metals are contained, so I  need say no more. Thj .s text  is  as c lear

as br ightest  day.
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Magister Degenhardus, Lull ius and Matthesius, in his SAREPTA

CONCIONE 3, write that the material of the uretals should be l ike
buttermilk before it hardens into a netall ic form, and that it can

be spread Ilke butter. They call i t eUR, and I have found it ny-
self in mines where Nature has nade lead. And if one is also able

to nake such a material here above the earth, then that should be

a sure sign not only that one has the correct MAIERIA, but also

that one is undoubtably on the right path. This I can make, praise

be to G0D, with my own hands. When left in warmth an hour it goes

into a state of  Putrefact ionr so that l t  turns black,  then reddish,
and finally red-brown. Ttle philosophers call i t Lae Vieginie, the

Milk of the Virgin. Thus, if one puts a l itt le SAIIS METAII,ICI
in our water,  i t  becomes l ike a whi te ur i lk ,  and i f  one puts a lot

therein, then it turns thick l ike butter and can be spread like
fat or a sinil iar substance. I have thought it well to nention this,

in order that you may harbor no doubts concerni.ng the MATERIA, and
this wil l be proven to you with the help of the only Creator.

Johannes Chrysippus Fannj.anus, a powerful philosopher, who, I have
been told,  is  st i l l  a l ive,  and who is said to possess the Stone,
but who has named himself such that no one wil l be able to recog-
nize him, speaks as fo l lowsr 'Just  as the hand of  the physic ian
is required by the sick man and not by hin who is healthy, so the
hand of the philosopher is required by the insignificant and im-
perfeet metals and not by the precious and perfect ones. Our IUATERIA
is comrronly calIed Magneeta, which, in the Chaldean language, means
runtransformed leadr,  that  is ,  such as remains just  as Nature pre-
pared it, and has not yet passed through the hands of men, mueh
less been in f i re. '  Hermes says: . In the metals l ies the ent i re
science, but not in the perfect  ones, rather in the 5.mperfect ."
RIPIEUS in AXIOItIATIB. fo1. 8r 'Do not believe the deceivers, for
our Sulphur and Mercury are only ln the inperfect or incomplete
metals. '  CLANG. BUCC. fo l  .  475: ' , I f  you seek a medicine which should
generate al1 metals,  you should not neglect  to seek i t  f rom the
Metals. '  ROS. fo1.  3?92 "Saturrr  i t  is  who div ides my l imbs. I
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(understand: the Sun) arn the one who brings the l ight to the others.
This occurs af ter  the Composi t ion,  extrenely s lowly,  which process
I have obtained from ny father Saturn. " Here one sees clearly that
gold arises in and fron Saturn. Also ROS. I,IAG. fol. 3822 "There
is a plant,  which is cal led Saturn of  the Channelsror of  the Reeds;
frorn it comes our nedicine." He he is speaking of the naterial
and also of the Solution, for when Saturn is purif ied of all i ts

corruption and lies in water in the final Solution, then one can
place l itt le reeds in this, into which the SA1, METAILORUM shoots

up like saltpeter into long reeds. One can also let it turn to
salt by itslef, or also turn it to a lovely shining powder. Each

nethod is as good as the otherss th is wi l l  be d. j -scussed when we

speak of  the Solut ion.

MASAR SAMCENUST "Inqui.d; inmunditia est in primo metalIo", our
f i rst  metal  (Saturn is the f i rst  which Nature creates) contains
much impurity. For this reason men despise it, and think that they
cannot remove the inpurity fron it and that they can produce nothing
with it. I\IRBA. foI . l-54 and L55t "The Stone of the Wise is a
netall ic IUATERIA, and a1l metals, both pure and impure, are within
itr Sun, Moon and Mercury. Isaac Holandus in LIB MINEMLIT "Ubi
agit de Saturno nostro, inquit: "It is very inportant to observe
that a metall ic and Saturrnian body is available, which one can
easily dissolve and putrefyl and whoever knows the correct preparat-

ion nay properly take great joy in it. '  IVIERCURIUS says: ,,You should
know that our inpure body is lead. " TURBA, fo1. 268: "I say thus
of the lead ore, that everything nust come and occur from and by
neans of  i t . "  ROSIN. fo l .2 lOz r I  te l l  you that our Sulphureous
livlng water is extracted fron lead ore, and is able to produce
everything. L,ikewise you should lorow that the Spirit of Silver and
everything white froru the lead ore must be compounded such that
this IUNA becomes a white Stone (SAI, IvIETAILORUM) without any flaw
or inpurity." This is a fi-ne speech, in which he says that the
IttNA or LUNARIA is in the lead ore, and that the white Lunar salt
should be extracted out of  i t .  This is t rue,  for  i f  the whi teness
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which then shines is drawn out of the Saturnian body, then it is

beautifully clear and one can see no LIJNAIVI within it, but if one

casts i t  upon a hot piece of  sheet netal  possessing the qual i ty

of Mars or Venus, then it melts l- ike wax and the Spirit of l i fe
flows away into the alr and leaves the LIINARIAIVI lying beautifully
behind it. This is worthy of great adrniration, for it is the ALBA
LITNA, of which Hermes says, that lt ls not to be looked upon as'
common LIINAM, for it is transparent. Fol. 273t ,Our l later or Salt

is extracted from our lead ore.' IURBA PHIL. fol. 85t 'You sons
of Wisdom should know that without lead no tincture can be produced,
for within it is the power and virtue of the entire work., ' The
reason for this is that the ordinary man understand.s everything

according to the letter and thinks that this means common lead..

Nor for aIl- metals are dead as soon as they enter into fire. For

this reason Hermes says: 'Our Stone is the sort of thing which no
fire has yet touched, from which our MERCURIUS arises.r' l{e wil l
say more of  th is hereafter.

In IIIANUAII Theophrastus calls it .Electrum ninerali immaturum,
electrum art i f ic iate."  I t  is  a MASSA, compounded by means of  the

Art from all metals, concerning which he has written a special
book. Thj.s EIECTRUM is the sort of thing in which Nature has planted
the natures of alI seven metals, but has left une.ompleted, and thus
he cal ls i t  " immature. '  That al l  metals stem from this lead has
already been demonstrated sufficientlyr you may read further about
it in Count Bernhardus, fol. 3I and 32. I could add to these nany
hundreds more texts from the philosophers, but that is not necessary,
for I have selected the cLearest of them. He who has read these
PROBATIONES and Authorities will not be able to deny that this and
nothing else is the true and proper MATERTA of the stone, since
all metals arise and grow from it.

Now we wish to appraoch more closely and speak concerning this
very first of all material-s. For there have been some philosophers

who, from an entire pound have obtained barely a quarter ounce
which has proved sui table for  the Workr 4s CIANGOR test i f ies in fo1.
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4?8. But there is a great advantage in this, for Nature has placed

more Mercury or SAI,IS (iDegible) in one material than in another,

and has also cooked one material more or longer than the other.

Thus, it is worth considering that more is contained in the one on

which Nature has worked the longest, but that she has not yet ad-

vanced beyond her terminus, for otherwise it would be too diff icult

to dissolve. Flamellus speaks about this in foI. L52 and I53r 'It
can and must be taken first from that internal thing in whieh it is

most concealed.' This is also explained by Arnoldus de Vil lanova

in his ROSAR. fo l .  40l l :  'There exist  certain mediocre mater ia ls,

among which some are more purif ied by Nature than others, and also

more and longer cooked and digested, and these are better and more

sui table for  the Work. .  I  wi l l  refer to eertain of  these here which

I a.ur fanil iar with and which I have tested, and wil l also make you

acquainted with thern, and name the places where you can obtain them.

I feel that thereby I wil l have done enough for you, if not, indeed,

too much.

I exhort Vou, howeverr try dear brother in Chrlst who receives

this instruction from me, that you give heed to the Judgement of

GOD, since you must answer to Him for any misuse of it, and that
you thus keep silent about such exalted secrets. They are ARCANA.
ARCA means oa chest ' ,  wi th in which you should hold,  preserve and
conceal them from false men. If you do this, then dear GOD will

add His blessing to you. And there can be no doubt that if the

Lord supports a good undertakirg, that your d,esj-re wil l be fulf i l led,
for these instructions are wrltten harnoniously and clearly. I
have no doubt concerning the need for secr€cy, for other"wise GOD
is not in the picture a^nd no true faith or loyalty coul-d be involved.
You have understood enough fron the cited passages of the books

of the philosophers to know that they caLl the ilIATERIAII{ 'PIIIMBIIM"
"PLIflUBAGINEM' "LYTARGYRIIM PIIIUBIIM AETIS', and that all these are

tantanount to the sane thlng, even though one may contain a nore
suitable naterial than the other, for the most renote or furtherest

one can be employed just as well as the others, although with greater
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work and effort. One contains nore Mercury or SAL METAIIICUM than
the other, butr BS has been saidl they all contribute to the same
purpose.

The material of poorest quality is found. at Sankt Joachlmsthal,
and is there called rglance*. A centner (110 pounds) of it con-
tains not nuch over three or four ounces of slIver, whereas half
of it is lead. In this regard you should lorow that the richer it
is in silver, the more suitable it is for the lfork, since Nature
has already worked on it a great deal, and thus nany tiny kerrrels
are contained within it. It is symbolized, as followsr

The second variety is of better quality and is found in Poland
near Elkusch artd also at another plaee thirteen niles from Krakav,
where the King has his sj. lver mine. Thi,s is better and contains
more fixed silver than the first, for which reason it is more suit-
able for  the work.  I t  is  cal led ' lead ore, ,  as wel l  as .s i lverglance' ,

and i t  is  synbol ized as fo l lowsl

The third varlety is found near heiberg in Meissen. When it is
pure it contains many kerreels of IUNAE, for the LIJNA is the kernel
of growth, for which reason it is caLled "T,UNARIA.. Ihis is even
better than those already mentioned if i t is purel but it is rarely
found. It is slrmbolized as follows:
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Ihe fourth variety is even better and purer, and is secretly

excavated on the Hungarian border not far from the vil lage Krlobuek,
by the v i l lagers themselves. For the lords there str ive to obtain
it, as was explained to me by a vil lager from Klumis-Klubuck who
bui l t  my houses for me. f t  is  syrnbol ized as fo l lowsr and there
the nane for it in Gernan is osilver-lead'.

The fifth variety is fairly pure lead, but that sort which has
never been in f i re.  I t  is  found at  Vi l lach and is easi ly dissolved.
For you it is clearly the best and contai.ns mueh fine LUNARIAM.
I t  is  s lnnbol ized as fo l lows; I  have used i t  previously;  i t  can
easi ly be treated in the Solut ion.

The sixth and best var iety that  I  hrow of  is  found in Meissen,
though only rarely at this tine. However, if one orders it, one
can st i l l  obtain i t ,  and i t  is  cal led 'CLASSERTZ,, .  I t  can be cut
and stamped l ike lead, and a centner of  i t  contains as much as 12
to 13 ounces of  s i lver.  I  have obtained 11 ounces of  Mercury out
of one pound of it, and although CIANGOR writes that he only obtain-
ed a quarter ounce from one pound., he nust have had the poorest
quality of lead ore. There is also GIASSERTZ to be found in St.
Annaberg, which is also rich in silver, but it cannot be cut and
stamped. (However, there one can al-so find some that can be cut
and stanped and is not distinguishable from other lead. ) This I
symbol ize as fo l lowsi  I t  can also be dissolved, which is the case

as well with that variety which is indistinguishable from common

1ead.
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So, my dear friend, here you have an instruction not only in the
general  agreement of  the phi losophers,  but  a lso in the nater ia ls.

May lt please the Eternal and Alnighty GOD that you use it to His
honor and for the benefit of your neighbor.

How one should proceed further wil l be discussed in the second
part. This treasure ib not to be purchased with any gold, as Solo-
man in his wisdom says in chapter ?r and silver is as worthless
sand when caleulated against it.

There may well be other things coneerning the flJR and the PRIMA
MATERIA which are alleged in other sources, but there should be
absolutely no doubt about this; for I have surely seen and exper-
ienced so much that I could- demonstrate them myself (if they could
be the case),  but  they cannot be the case. Thus Vou, my good fr i -end,
possess in full the entire tractatus of the whole material on which
al l  phi losophers agree.

It eould have been easily less long, but because I did not hrow
whether the IIAERES laeew latin or not, I have written many things
twice, al though with greater t rouble.  My son, nerely refer to the
books of  the phi losophersr you wi l l  not  f ind i t  d i f ferent then I
have saidS for I can now demonstrate the entire operation in pract-
iee,  praise be to GOD. In th is regard the best proof is that  the
philosophers are i.n concord and agreement with one another, for the
truth is contained only in the metall ic rootr BS Count fbevisanus
test i f ies in fo l .  14 and 16. ROSAR. fo1. 36, FLAIvl .  fo l  .  !4?,
REUCHT,. D. VERB. MINF. foI. 100 say that concord or agreement is
an obvious proof of the truth.

But on the other hand, the foundation of l ies is discord or equiv-
oeat ion,  and here I  wi l l  let  the matter rest ,  for  he who is not
content with this proof wil l never be able to be helped.

As soon as the other points are discussed, then everything wil l
be i l luninated, and the play of niracle may then be seen. But
I ask and protest in the na.ne of GOD, that no one brings this tract-
atus before the eyes of  another.  Y{hatever has not been understood
I wi l l  at tempt hereafter to explain as completely as possible,  but
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but d"o not tako your guectlons to another matt' but rather pray

d11.i.gentLy. May honor, pral,se and glory be wittr llin' who llves
fron Eterntff to Etess{fy, AUEN. Hold GOD bef,ore your eyeBr p?aV

and read and workr GOD wi.tl help you as IIe hag helped ne.

SOTI DEO EIORIA

(ltre &rd of the €lneaten Edlfyer)
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SECOIID PART
(rHe LESSER eotrven)

I,ILTAM TN?ER 9PTNAS

Rex Salouron Sapientiarum capite leptino Optanti nihi et oranti
prodentia data est, et sapientiae spiritus obvenit quem ego skeptris

et foli is antepono et divit itas, si cum ea conferantur, nihil i

facio, neque pretiosas gemmas cum ea comparandas duco.

Item onne (So1) cum ea collatum ferme est arena, et prae ea (f,una)

proluto ducendum.

Hanc ipsam supra valetudinen et formam amo, ean habere malo,

quarn lucem quippe cuius splender sit inextinctus.
Cun ea autern nihi cuncta simul bona et eius opera immensa divirae

evenerunt. Na^n in exhaustus homj.nibus thesaurus est, quo qui utuntur,
i i  cum Deo ineunt adrnicit iam ob doctrinae dotes commendati. Est

enim vapor quidarn divinae potentiae, et sincera conni.ptentis eff-

luent iar . .  .  . .

Poet Nubt la Phoebus

There was once an old ad.age or proverb that went 'after great suffer-
ing there usually comes great joy. " Sic et contra. Such was aLso
the case for me, unfortunately, a few years ago. There are no doubt
many others as well, who, when they begin at f irst without a true
basis or foundation, end up approxi.mately in the conditi.on that I
wil l describe at length. For, because I thought that I held the
whole world in my hands, I succeeded in less than nothing. Because
the glass in which I had set rny well-being broke with a great crash,
the naterial besplattered ny MUTOS PHIIOSOPHOS and books now and
again to rny 6peat danage and detr5.ment, coneerning which I wil l
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forebear to comrnunicate f\rrther, except to say that I was very be-

numbed, stupified and frightened by this unanticipated setback,
even to the extent that in my sorrow and affl iction I did not know

where I was, what I had intended, nor what I shoul-d do next, for

all ny joy, delight and bliss had been transforured and transnutated

into vain poison and bitter gaII, j.nstead of into gold and sil-ver
(as I  had hoped).  Af ter  I  had come a l i t t le to mysel f ,  I  f i rst

considered rny great da"nage and detriment, and began, with hot tears,

bended knees and heartfelt sighs, to lament and complain about

this to Hinr who lives fron Eternity to Eterreity (for GOD gives and

takes as i t  wel l  p leases Him, and to whomsoever He wi l l ) ,  earnest ly

praying that He rnight yet now befriend and have mercy on me, that

it might be possible that He should lead, guide and show me the

correct path to the rnirror of His Majesty through the Spirit of
Truth and Wisdom. I consoled myself in this through the thought,

that Dionysus and Zacharias had said that most of the philosophers

had al-so erred greatly in the beginning, and nevertheless had fin-

a1ly eome despite this to a happy and fruitfull end.

After I had troubled nyself at length with gloomy thoughts, I was
struck with a question of doubt that went beyond them: Whether

Almighty @D would even allow us poor sj.nners, who now live in these
last and evil t imes, to have r share in and lmow such an exalted

Secret. After much thought and enotion, I came at last to the
conclusion that even those who had possessed this Mystery before
us had themselves been sinners, and that they attained and received
this, not from merit, but fron grace. Therefore even now one who
behaved piously and held GOD before his eyes could, through the
grace of the loving GOD, attain it and grow powerful as well as
they. Thus, I once again seized courage and valiantly took up ny
philosophers, magi and MUTOS REGES, especially Count von Tervis.
For although I had read hin before many times thoroughly, never-
theless I could not f ind a sure foundation in him. But now, si.nce
the hour of revelation was at hand, I calre in my reading to the
passage in which he describes the MATERIA, and suddenly it seemed
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as if a fiery spark of CALIBI lead me from that place to the passages

in which the power of the T{ork lay. I was frightened at f irst,

but then, as I looked further, the eyes of my understa^nding were
opened' and I could see and understand that to whieh I had previously

been bLind and for which I had yearned so long. Then f felt joy

in nry heart, and thanked GOD, requesting additionally that He night
instruct ne further in the neans whereby I night attain to the com-
pletion of this exalted lYork. Thus, I soon undertook to journey

after the materials (although they could be found everlnvhere). For
I wished to obtain the PROXIMIOREM or PROPINQUIOREM and not the
REMOTIOREM, since the one is richer than the other, whereby it

better achieves the goalr 4s is explained by GEORG. RIPIEUS in his

AXI0MATIB. , 12 PORTAflIM, and also by ELAIvIELIUS in fol . 126, l-50

in f ine,  in these words: 'Hoe vero imprinis occul t  iss j -mum est,  ex
qua re mineral i  ner i  debeat propinquis. '

As I was now on the way and my heart was full of thoughts, it
happened that I net a venerable o1d peasant between trvo mountains.
He was clothed in a J-ong gray cloak or smockr oD his hat he had
a black ribbon, around his neck a white banner, a yellow belt about

his body, and also red boots on his feet .
After I had greeted hirn and approached him more closely, I became

aware that in his hand he held two star-l ike flowers, each with

seven rays. The one white and the other red, which he was conten-
plating. They were very beautlful and radiant in colour, loveIy
in scent and sweet to the taste. AIso the one was femi,nine and the
other masculine, and yet both grew out of one root and under the
influence of all the planets. I asked the peasant what he meant
to do with these flowers, for, although I lmew them both well, I
did not lonow that they had an OPININEM DISTINCTAI/I as man and wonan,
that is,  that  they were of  two dist inct  natures.  He looked at  me
earnestly, asking who had led me to this unusual place, for it was
sought by the nost exalted men of the world, but it was closed and
barred to them. However, after I had told him of the wonderful
course of  my 1i fe,  of  which I  have already ment ioned somethirg,  he
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laughed and, turning to me in a friendly manner, h€ said: "you
should lcnow that no one may attain to the knowledge of these flowers
unless he is pred.estined for itr or unless he achj.eves it by means
of dil igent prayer and strong, f irm faith, and even then it is not
given to him without great effort, trouble and trlbulatLon, as you
yourself must confess. And. this is so in order that those who
possess it renember this, and learn to esteen this Mystery nore
highly and to keep it secret. But since you have now come so far,
r wil l show vou, with the per:nission and licence of the DrvrNA
NIIMINIS, that from these two flowers comes the PRIlrlA ITIATERIA of
al l  metals '  but  only af ter  their  Conjunct ion,  and not before i t .
concerning this read count Bernhardus in fol . 45. Alnost at the
end of the second part of the sane book he calls these two flowers
a red mart and a white womarr. However, because of the dangers in-
volved' the philosophers have always written of the PRIMA MATERIA,
in order to conceal its root fron the unwise, and have renained
conpletely silent about the SECITNDAE MATERIAE. For you must first
obtain the SECIINDAM IT4ATERIAIVI, which is crude and itself the suB-
JEcruM r,APrDrs, and must extract from it the man and the wonan,
which only after their conjunction turns into the PRIMA MATERIA,
which I thus reveal truthfully to you. n

I was astonished at this speech and was accordingly very glad
that in many points it was in agreement with my own opinion. When
he had finished, I said to hims ' lt l ly friend, I truthfully would not
have sought such exalted wisdorn from xou, for you appear so plain
and simple. r He smiled and said, 'For precisely this reason the
entire would errs and lacks ny wisdom, for ny externally insignif-
icant f igure usually fools then. But if they would only ask in
friendllness to be allowed to take off ny old gray smock, then
und.erneath it they would find, as you now lorow we1l, a shi.ning dia-
nond suit of armor with a mby lining. Howeverr the Most High has
sealed up all such things from the nany, in order that they wil l
not be able to contenplate that from which all the netals have their
or ig in.  "
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I replied to this, 'MV dear and gentle peasant, these flowers
have a glor ious radiancer-are they not therefore also medicinal?, .
He said, "They are indeed. medicinals but their great power properly
lies hidden in them. For when they are sti l l  contained in the
root they are very poi.sonous, for which reason the root must f irst
be sublinated very gradually and gentry. (You al-ready lonow the
Sublination of the philosophers, for otherwise I would have told
you about it). This nust be done without an extraneous or acidic
agent, which courd corrupt their growing power and nature, for
otherwise they are of no use. These two glorious flowers grow
var iously,  wi thout the addi t ion of  other th ingsr out of  th is poison-
ous mountain' and had r nyself not hrown (he said) under which
planets these Edifyers were constellated, then I would not have
arrj.ved at this miraculous place, and thus would not have come to
know such a secret. In this you can believe me truly. "

I spoke further. rMy dear friend, Vou have told me many strange
things, but please telL me also whether these two flowers grow
simultaneously togetherr or how it is that they have but one forn,
for r deem that the greatest Art l ies in this one point, (although
I also consi.der the Resolution very inportant), because the philo-
sophers do not say very much about j.t." As I said this, the peasant
shook his head, and then remaj.ned silent for a while r but f inally
began to speak. . 'rt seems to ne that you are very curious about
these matters (although r eannot bla.ne you for this), but alIow
yourself to be satisfied for now with my manifold account, for this
is indeed the cornerstone, upon which most men stumble, for there
are many of then who lonow the true MATERIA, but to whon this tech-
nique is concealed. However, come again tomorrow at this timet I
will again be here, and reveal, teach and nake lmown to you as
much as has been given El€. r.

I thanked hirn for his true report exceed,ingly, left hin joyfully
and awaited the follow5.ng day with great longing. I did not tarry,
and arrived punctually at the p1ace. The peasant was already there,
holding the two flowers in his hand. r wished him a good day and
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reninded him of his promise of the day before, but with veneration,
saying that I wished to know how to be of service to him and. to
please hin in everything. He replied that he remembered his pro-
nise well, artd desired to fulf i l l  the same, but that I cou1d not be
of senriee to him in any respect, but rather I should know that if
r were on good terms with GoD then he wourd be ny friendr if not,
then he would be ny eneny. For he also must follow and obey the
commartdments of the Highest, and I should be content with this.
He spoke furtherr ' l isten, you child of marr, for now I wil l repeat
ny speech in short from the beginning, and frrlly report to you and
teach you the ent i re process with al l  i ts  requis i tes and detai . Is.
Howeverr $ou must pay strict attention to it, and consider my words
again at home often after having prayed, for otherwise my meaning
will be conceared unlorown in your senses, and lead you upon void
and erring ways. For it is a gift from Almighty GODI believe this
with certainty, and now listen. r,et us set ourselves upon this
green' for I am old and cold by nature, and also have an infirnity
in my legsr so that f cannot stand for long. I would Iike, there-
fore,  to rest  on the green.

'you have doubtlessly read that our Magir philosophers and kings
write and speak ln aecord with Nature; loeow from this that he who
will achieve something in this Art must f irst know and understand.
the origin, birth, disti.nction, friendship and enrnity of all metals.
And perceive further that all rnetals grow from one root, and that
their original naterial is of one kind, but that they are disting-
usihed only in that one of then is purer than the other, ald also
more cooked and digested. All of this is written and demonstrated.
in the books of all phllosophers, in which alone the truth is found,
and not in the falsely written recipes and, processes of the travel-
ing scholars. This you may believe for certain. He who would know
the ground and ftrndanent of these things should not allow hinself
to be deterred from the reading of these books. Nam qui rmlt sentire
commodum, oportet  ut  et iam sent iat  onus,- i t  wourd take me far too
long to tel1 you about all of them, and when I have finished ful1y
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informing your Vou wil l not see me again or speak to me until you

have brought the Work to its conclusion. At that t ime I wil l talk
with you in a much more friendly manner, and you wil l then also
know me better, Iove ne more strongly and hold ne in higher esteem

as now' and we shall thereafter not soon part-but enough of that
for now.

'You should also be informed further, that he who und.erstands

the origin of the netals wil l also brow well that the naterial of

our Stone must also be netal l5.c,  but  that  i t  is  not  a netal ,  nor a

mineral either, but rather metals and mineral$, minerals and metals.

For the nature and character of all of this is in one thing, which

is called EI,ECTRIIIU MINERAI,E IMMATURIIM MA${ESIA or LUNARIA, for which

reason the philosophers always use the plural form, saying "METAIJ,A,
UIETALIORUM, METAr,l,ISr' '  ete. I nust not speak about this more cIearIy,

neither is it necessary, because this material is already lorown to

Vour and othemise others may overhear it. For in these mountains

there lurk very nany tenptors, some of whom come very close to us,

and a few even all the way. Thus I do not allow nyself easily to

be seen with these f lowers,  for  so I  am comnanded. As I  have said,
this mineral root must gradually be separated from the corruption

that it has received from the poisonous vapors, and then the white

Mercur is I i Iy-sap must be pressed out of  i t .  This is very del icate
and volati le, and is thus to be sought in the upper parts of the
flower, and its name is AZOTH or GIUTEN AQUILAE. You should also
not negl-ect  to seek the Sulphur ic,  incombust ib le,  f lxed, red I i ly-
sap in the lower parts. This is called I"ATON or LEO RUBEUS. There
you have ny explanation, according to your desire. Do not ask
further, for I am restricted, and forbidden to explain noret Pray
dil igently about it and it wil l be given to you. It j .s especially
astonlshing that these flowers never wither or wilt, and that the

one can be transforrned into all sorts of fonrs and natures, and
also loves al l  the planets to which i t  nray be uni ted,  such that i t

may never again be separated from the house of the planet to which

i t  is  uni ted for al l  eterni ty.  To descr ibe the v i r tue,  nature and
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quality of this flower is beyond the heart, mind and soul of any
tnanr as al l  wise men nust confess.  Nowr as you can see, these two
flowers rest upon a seven-fol-d stalk of nany colours, but they have
spread quite far apart from one another, because of their differing
natures. For this reasonr orr€ nust find a means whereby they grow

togetherr so that, from both of then a glorious, incorruptible and
eternally end.uring fnrit may break forth, sprout and grow, though
this cannot occur without the wil l of GOD. tr\rrther:nore, you should
haow that the number of the white Iily seed is very different fron
that of the red., whieh the wise have concealed very thoroughly,
call ing it their PONDUS or weight. Without this loeowled.ge, the

two li l ies cannot be united, nor be nixed PER MINIIUA together.
Ttre ancj.ent Arabians also speak of thisr 'Pondus masculi singulare
et forninae plurale semper esto.o This is explained by the Count,
in that he says! I 'Terrena potentia super sibi resi.stens et pro

resi .stent ia di lata est  act ioagent is in al tera mater ia.  "  Do you

understand thist '
I answered that it was somewhat obscure. He said 'Do not trouble

yourself too greatly about it, for when you attain to the growth of
these two li l ies, then you wil l see yourself, from the quality and
nature of each of then, what you should do. But use a gradual,
gentle warmth, for otherwise the seed of the white l i ly wil l smoke
forth out of it in the forrn of a vapor, and all your effort and
work wi l l  be in vain. ' ,

I spoke furtherr 'You have always mentioned only these two li l ies;
however, the philosophers also occasionally speak of one thing
alone, such as that everything sought by the wise is contained in

Mercury or in AZOTH, and they also talk about three things, namely
Salt, Sulphur and Mercury. But nostly they refer to body, soul and

spirit, and. you have not mentioned these at aII."
n l t  amuses mer '  h€ said,  ' that  you do not yet  understand the

TERMINOS PHILOSOPHICOST or perhaps you wish to tempt me; but never-
theless, I wil l enlighten you eoncerning this. When they speak

of one thing, then it is the SA1, METALIORUM, the LAPIS PHILOSOPHORUM.
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I have spoken here of two things, that is, CORPUS and AI' lI l{A. The

third is the C0PUIA AII{BORI]M, that is the SPIRITUS, which you cannot

see'  but  which is nonetheless concealed in both of  then, and there-

fore also hovers above the waters, as you nay read in Genesis l.

Content yourself with thisr however, I wil l continue to speak of the
two. Now, when these two li l ies are polished. very purely, enclose

then in a crystal very securely, without f ire, set then in a gentle

sweatbath, and soon the white l i ly wil l open wide and the red wil l

contract and close. But beeause the red is of a fiery nature, and

finds help from the external warmth, thls wamth releases a hot

balsa"n seent from it into the coldness of the white r so that they

become disunited. For neither wil l accede or give way to the other

because of their contrary qualit ies. As you Imow weIl, both grow

as high as the heavens, but are again driven downward by the winds,

and this repeats itself several t irnes, unti l they must rest on the
earth, faint, t ired and sluggish from the labor of their rising and

fall ing. This lorow that if the bath is not regulated sufficiently,

so that their two natures do not rise simultaneously, but rather

only one at a time, then you wil l never enjoy or share in their

scent. For this reasonr paV full attention to this first operation.
For when these two enemies sense and pereeive that neither ean have

an advantage over the other, then they become united, and with such
Iove and friendship that from then on they desi.re to renain with
each other eternally. In this union the entire firnanent comes into

notionr a's well as the Sun and the Moon, to the extent that they
both become darkenedr a'S long as this pleases the Most Hlgh.

'In accord with this GOD in His love created his bow of nany
colors in the air, as a slgrr that you should not doubt3 for GOD
will be merclful and wil l not per:nit the drowning or f looding of
these two. You may properly take joy in this, for in a short t ime

you wil l see that the Moon gradually breaks forth again, and is not

as dark as before. Finally it wil l shine again, with a pure white

radiance, and wil l be beautifully clear. However, the Slm will
s t i l1 be hidden behind the Moon, and you wi l l  not  be able to see

54.



i t  because of the earth. But if you have clear eyes of understand-

itg' then you wil l perceive four planets in the Moon, whi-ch you can
transform and transnute into their enduring nature through the

Moonrs radiance. But when Sir ius,  the Dog Star,  approaches near
the Sun, and the heat grows ever greater and more intense, then

the Moon w111 be darkened by the radiance of the Sun, unti l i t is
finally concealed behind that radiance. The Sun wil l grow intensely
angry' due to the impurity of the other planets, and through its
wrath wil l turn first yellowish and finally blood-red. But because
they hunble thenselves before hin as their lord (since GOD has so
ordained it) he wil l again favor them with his pardon, and nake them
all sinilar to him, so that they may always remain with him in his
kingdom and reign forever. For this they nay properly have great
joy, thanking and praising him, and also the Most High, through
whose pernission they have been so gloriously adorned, and hoping
daily to use such adornment in the praise of His great name. See,
now r have freed you frorn your doubt, and hope that you will now
understand this matter perfectly, and thank GOD, the Creator of you
and me, for it, and well know how to set forth and advance this
exal ted Work at  home. But pray di l igent ly,  and use i t  correct ly,
or you shal l  never see me or f ind me again. '

In ny ioy I truly didnrt know what I should reply to the peasant,
but was nonetheless sincerly grateful, and asked him further in a
friendly manner whether there was anything more than this to be
done, and whether the Art could thus be eompleted. He answered
me very gently: 'You should haow that the virtue of these two Lil ies
can be renewed and propagated every three days, that they may in-
crease in their power and seed themselves one thousand tinres, and
that this occurs when the seed is planted and sown in the prepared
earth. Thus, on the first day the darlmess shall occur, on the
second day the bright noonlight shall come, and on the third day
the red setting sun shall break forth again. This Work may proceed
as long as i t  p leases the Most High. The jewels and pear ls of  these
flowers also grow forth out of Nature, but the highest thing is
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that which pertains to you men j-n regard to a further knowledge of
GOD and a long life. For i-f someone should partake of only a petal
of  th is,  he shal l  soon recover f ron al l  s ic loness and disease. And
although I cannot te1l you now of its rnagic power and other exalted

secrets, when I come to you again after the completion of your
work, then I shall relate to you and give you to recej.ve nany of
its higher vi.rtues, qualit ies and circumstances. But for now you
should content yourself with this and contenplate my words well.
With GODiS permission all your desires sha1l be granted you, and
sj.nce I have now beneflcially fulf i l led ny duty, I must now again
depart from you. Yet you shall remember me and await ny arrival
af ter  the passing of  several  moons. '

'0h my dear brother and best f r iendr '  I  said,  'you speak so ex-
cellently and sensibly about these exalted matters that it truth-
fu1Iy seems to ne that you cannot really be a sinple peasant, although
you appear to be this externally. Furthernore, you also speak

l,atin wonderfully, and this I am not aecustomed to find among pea-
sants, So tel1 me, please, in which uni.versity you have learned
all thiss for you are clearly of a very high rank, such that I have
never encountered your equal. " At this the peasant began to chuckle,
and asked me what moved me to such a quest ion.  I  repl ied,  ' I  wish
very greatly to larow whether you have learned this in the univer-
s i t ies,  for  there men think that  they possess the true phi losophy. '

f f l  am anazedr 'he said,  'at  what you al low yoursel f  to dream.
If you intend to seek or f ind philosophy or truth €rmong those who
thenselves despise it, verily you cannot. But in regard to ny
wisdom' this I have received solely from Hln through Yhose word and
command, the heaven, firroarnent and earth must trenble and shake.

Accord.i.ngly, I have already told you that inwardly I an adorned
with goldr diamonds, emeralds and rrrbies, and have only wrapped this
gray smock about me in order to hide and conceal myself fronr the
powerful, for they hope to catch me and gain power over n€.'

I  asked further,  'Why do the great lords and potentates not seek
this philosophy from their philosophers, whom they must retain in
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universit ies each year with ever-increasing wages?" He answered,

"They are not worth wasting many words orlr because they do not a11ow
thenselves to be instructed and taught, and for this reason, wil l
not be able to endure for very long with their usel-ess and futi le
arguments and invalid reasons, GOD ls very angry with them, because
they nislead the youths with their sophistical natters. They teach
and dispute always DE LAI'IA CAPRINA and when the disputation cones
to an endr on€ is always as clever as the next, and all have attained
the sane thing' namely a great fog. Therefore guard yourself against
their vain poison-loving phantasies and allegations. They chatter
a great deal concerning the nut and do not realize that the kernel
within it is what is best. They teach the youths the ARTES DICENDI
and drill then also in the PITIUS GRAIUMATICIJM, but all the rest is
only bellow-nongering. If they were not doctors or masters they
would probably sti l l  practice the true philosophy. But now they
an"e asharoed that as graduated persons they should stilt have to
learn.

Therefore the true philosophy must be innocently cursed with the
appearance of falsity, and be persecuted and slandered to the ut-
most '  but  th is must occur so that the wisdom of @D is cal led fool-
ishness by the world, and vice versa. nNam devs nori sine gravi
iudicio sapientum sub nomine stult it iae voluit esse revelatan ut
ninirum nysterium virtutis suae effet arcanumr sed tanden bona
causa nostra triunphablt. I And we esteem them far less than they
think, and can do without then or advl-se them far more easily than
they can do without or counsel  us. i

I said 'My dear peasant, I nust also confess to you that I am
of the san€ opinion, for, in regard to the preci.ous truth, I nust
say that I have learned much more outside the unj-versity than through
the pseudo-philosophers, who have also been repugnant to me, because
their  doctr i .nes are too t r iv ia l . '  For me, 'said the peasant,  ' that
is enough of  that ,  and besj-des, i t  is  soon t ine for  me to go to
my previous place. ' ,  tPlease do not leave me now my dear brotherr"
I said, "but rather grant my friendly request for one more questi.on,
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so that I nay master this doctrine. Then I wil l gladly be content,
although I am already so sincerely thankful for everything, for
then it can be mine.

i r  donrt  knowr'h€ said. ,  " i t  nay be the sort  of  quest ion that r
can a1low you, but it might also be eonethj.ng that I an forbidden
to reveaL to you nowt but speak or[ .n 'The wise phi losophersr"  I
said,  "a11 wri te that  the greatest  Art  resides in the mastery of
the Fire, especlalry sinee this should be kept uneven. And then
I would also l lke to know, what should be the PROPINQUIOR or first
naterial of the Stone, from which I should or could extract the
FORMAM SPECIFICAM or the two flowerss for, although I lonow a MAT-
ERIATI @NERALEM I am nonetheless uncertain about the former. For
CLANGOR writes that barely a quarter ounce of what is suitable for
the Work can be extracted from an entj.re pound, which would be very
l i t t le;  however,  I  consider i t  possible that  several  ounces should
be preparable from one pound: both of the white and the red.'

' r r  see wel l  how the natter l iesi"  he repl ied,  'vou want to know
too nuch, and not to seek and work yourself. Nor nV brother, noth-
ing wil l come of that. It is called the LIIJIIM INTER SPINAS (Ii ly
among Thorns), and if soneone tries to pluck it so easily, he wil l
only cut his hands. For this reason one must f irst gradually remove
the thorns with industry and labour, and then proceed delicately
and cleanly to the glorious l i l ies, in order that one may finally
enjoy them. Besid.es, vou have mixed tr,vo questions together, but
you have only asked for one answer. Nevertheless, r may indeed
teIl you that you should consider well the four parts of the year
and shouLd distribute the parts of the Hork accordingly. The books
of the wise discuss this suf f ic ient ly.  thus,  vou perceive wel l
that it is hotter in the dog days than in the spri.ng, and colder in
Winter than j.n Summer. At this point many night be clever and say
that even children know this. Butr By companion, you do not yet
know what Winter and Sunmer are (for the Philosophers). So donrt
proceed too quickly toward lts you have sufficient t ine to attain
i t .  r  can teI I  you no more about i t ,  but  s ince you must fa i r  in
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i t  at  f i rst  (which wi l l  nevertheless be a great blow for you),  I
wil l now teach you a nethod by which you can abundantly restore
your losses, and be able in a l itt le while to have and achieve your
nourishrnent. see, under ny gray eloak r have a green lining.
If you polish it with fl int and iron nrst and the fixed Red Eagle,
then my green lining wil l become much more glorious. This you should
immers€ in the pure Moonlight, and the Moon wil l borrow and reeeive
three ounces fron the sun, and give and inpart these to you for
your nourishment. This you nay enjoy almost every eighth day,
which you shourd calculate. Even a large man, who needs a lot of
nourishment, can nurture and preserve himself abundantly with it,
and the cost is not great. This you should keep secret and thank
GOD for i t .  And now, farewel l . '

And when he had said this to me, the peasant leapt hurriedly and
quickly disappeared into the mountain, but the two flowers remained,
and stood on the place where the peasant had vanished, f hastened
toward then in order to pluck them, but they swayed to and fro,
eluding ny hand. And when f snatched at thern quickly to catch them,
behold, there lay a piece of the proper, crude and true MATERTA
rAPrDIs, weighing several- pounds, before ne in their p1ace. Then
a voice cane forth from the mountain, sayinge xDeus sua bona vendit
laboribus. " After this I heard and saw nothing rnore. I then fel1
down upon my knees, thanking and praising Him Who Lives from Eternity
to Eternity' Who is Hiraself Wisdom, praylng that He nright f i l l  and
enlighten my heart, mind and soul with the spirit of wisdon, that
I night gain and receive such a precious, exalted and worthy treas-
ure, promising and swearing further that I would use and employ
this in honor of His holy name, for the benefit of the Christian
Church and especially for the highest good of rny neighbor and of
the bressed poor.  And thus now you as weI1,  EV dear ones, have
received in abundance the true found.ation of the highest, most
precious and worthy t reasure,  wi th al l  of  i ts  detai ls.  Do with i t
as r  have, be of  good enterpr ise;  avoid the sophists and hord coD
before your eyes, and you sha1l  not labor so of ten in vain,  but
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rather see and sense perceptibly the moracle of @D, whose na.ne
be praised. and blessed. from Eternity to Eterrrity, Amen.

Petlte et dabitur vobie
Feliciter absolutum in aroe - (Sol) axhaffz
Anno aere salutls L598. Julil p. stylo veterl.
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SECOND SECTION

(of  the Leeeet Edi . fyet)

After I had thanked the eternal Alniehty GOD and Creator of all

things for his gracious revelation, and had hearti ly praised. and

honored Hj.m, I took up uly MATERIAITI SECIINDAilI (PRIIUA MATERIA will

be discussed hereafter) and ki.ssed it joyful-Iyr 4s that for which

I had had such a heartfelt longing and desire, and for whose sake

I had been for so many years in doubt, affl iction, sorrow and care.

I  looked at  i t  wi th great astonishment,  especial ly because i t  had

no particular external appearance, and yet should be able to bring

about and complete such an exalted, important supernatural work.

Then I remembered that the peasant had said that @D had provided

it with such an appearance for highly important reasons, and, in
part icular,  so that  the poor night possess i t  as wel l  as the r ich,

that they could not eonplain or lament to GOD that He had given the

rich an advantage in this respect. For truly the rich pay no heed

to it and believe even less that such a power is contained in it,

as can be read in R0SARIO MACNO, foI. 248: 'Si materiam nostran

homine nlrncuparemus, insipientes et  d iv i tes eam esge non crederent."

Thus the poor obtain it sooner than the rich. After I had wrapped

my material up and preserved it we1I, I proceeded homewards with
joy and sang on the way the following song from chapter / of SAB.

SAIOM: 'Where is there a GOD like our GOD, who can give help in
every need; I  was in sorrow, now I  an fu l l  of  joV..  When I  had
arrived home, I then set forth to prepare and make a goodly supply

of SUMPfUilI from the PARTfCULART &s the kind peasant had taught me,

so that I could await the UNITIERSAI with aLl the nore peace and

stedfastness, beginning thus in the name of GOD. I bought a good

suply of coal (for the process consumed much coal), and built a

serviceable furnace and oven for this, and thus in a short t irue
(a few weeks) had prepared my good supply.

This the Enemy of  the Chr ist ians could not abide, and inci ted
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alarm among the people in aII the streets. My neighbors complained

to me that I would burn their houses d.own; nV friends and. other

acquaintances reproached me by saying that there were nany counter-

f eit coi.ns now current, aod available, and that I should refrain

frorn such futi le things and practices, in order that I should not
cone under suspician, but rather pursue and safeguard in earnest

ny FACULTATEIVI JIJRIDICAIVI (since I was a doctor of law), for thus I

would be able to preserve my abundant well-being. But that I eould

earn my bread in this way with a good eonscienee I doubted, unfor-

tunately, very mueh. What next occured was that all the smiths

and goldworkers cornplai.ned before the Council that I had raised

the price of coal, and thus that they could not have their handwork

and rightful nourishment, and PER CONSEQUH.ITIAIVI were not able to
give the Council and the city any taxes or tribute. For I had paid

more for the coal so that I could get it before them. They pursued

this to the degree that, the Council forbade me to continue and

ordered me to stop purchasing coal and to follow my occupation.

In all, the consequences were such that I had to tear dovrn my oven

and then depart, in order to seek a good friend. who could provide

me with enough money that I could more peacefully await the IINIVERSAL.
(Nevertheless,  I  to ld no one what I  had in mind..  )  fne t r ibulat ion
connected with travels and other i-nconveniences lasted almost into

the third year. GOD tr:rows how I took it to heart that I knew it alt

and yet could not take up uly workg I thought again and again that

GOD perhaps did not wil l i t and would not permit it: 'nan quo nos
fata trahunt retrahunt que, eo nos sequi oportet. ' As the Count

von Tarvis also relates, he knew the entire science of the UNIVERSAI
perfeetly for two years, and yet, because of many i.mpedirnents and

hinderances, could not set  out or proceed in his work,  a l l  the whi le

entrusting everything to the loving GOD. Drring my travels I con-

ferred with learned men and grew ever more understandingl I persued

MUIIIAS OPERAS in the Arts and Sciences, as was then the practi-ce.

I  a lso col lected lovely mater ia ls of  a l l  sorts of  ores and stones.

But I  found very few, indeed, not more than three, who were travel l ing
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on the r ight  phi losophical  path.  For they al l  wished to deal  wi th
common mercury, go1d, antimony glance, cinnabar ore, and also many
more insignificant futi le things, in which they all erred greatly,

because they did not follow and work in accord with Nature. If they
had acted in concert with Nature and had brought the correct things
together, then they would not have erred so lamentably. However,
such an exalted gift is not given to everyone, and accordingly each
mart must nake his own reckoning and test hinself well, before injury
overtakes him and harms hin: let hirn heed who ca.n.

After I had thus completed my CURSIIM ITINETIIM SECIINDUM FATALEilI
CONSTITUTI0NEIU, I carne cheerfully back home, where my supposed friends
again appeared, and wanted to know where I had been so long, what
I had aecomplished and what I wished to do with it next. I answered
them shortly, saying: 'Is the world not large enough? You think,
perhaps, that your city is the entire world and that a nan cannot
provide for hj.mself without it. 0h no, but if you had also sought

after something, then you would judge of this far differently. But
there are,  praise be to GoD, enough other people who recognize and
accept wlth great thankfulness that which you have despised and
ridiculed. You should Imow, bV the way, that I wil l not be troubling
you much with purchases of coa1, for I no longer have any need for
it. " They were greatly astonished at my speech and put their heads
together, but they did not lnrow where the rabbit lay buried. I,
however,  completely ignored theur,  rented a house, hired a helper,
and took up the Resolution with great desire, after praying and
giving thanks to the Eterrral GOD. I did not stop until I had com-
pleted and perfected this proeess, which is perhaps the nrost  exceI l -
ent and diff icult part of the entire Work. 'Na.sr hi.c iacet multa
tardi tasr '  as the phi losophers wr i te,  'et  est  c lavis art is."  This

can easily be harmed, destroyed and burnt by the firer so that the
flowers or the power of growing, dries out or burns away, for which

reason I had to use great caution, and take good care that I re-
ceived no in jury f rom i ts corrupt ion,  as Theophrastus relates in
his II{ANUALI. However, it all turned out well for me, through GODIS
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wiI1. Vfhen the poisonous vapors had departed from the Stone, then
our two flowers, of which the peasant had spoken, very gradually
came into view. However, r perceived. the white one earrier, for
the red one was not so highly developed and grown. I took a petal
of the white one and tasted it. There I truly experienced a very
sweet, glorious and lovely flavor, to which r had never tasted
anything sinilar, artd for which f felt sincere joy. Ihe renaining
petals I  la id upon a hot piece of  sheet netal ,  where they swif t ly
flowed away and smoked IN CONTINENTI. Through this I recognized.
that this was the female, beeause it was so fleeting and volati le.
Thereafter r needed great care to master the red l i ly, which pays
no heed at all to any fire, but rather reigns constantly over it.

Nevertheless,  before I  obtained these two l i l ies,  I  had exper ienced
a great deal  of  unpleasantness, which r  wi l l  not  re late here.
This was soon forgotten as soon as I  had obtained the two l i1 ies.
r thought about the peasant, and was astonished at his high and
genial understartding. I followed his i.nstructions further, and
joined the two li l ies gently and delicatet-y together. Here r per-
ceive a remarkable wonder. Next I enclosed then both in a crystal
vessel, without great warrnth, gently and gradually. T{hen the sun
began to shine, the whi te l i1y opened out completelyr  4s though i t
were merely pure, clear water, l ike the morning dew that l ies on
the grassr of, l ike a delicate, very bright teardrop, l ike clear
noonl ight ,  yet  wi th a fa int  b lu ish ref lect ion.  As I  watched closeIy,
behold,  i t  took the red f lower into i tsel f  and swalrowed. i . t ,  so
that r could no longer see even one of its petals. However, it
could not conceal it very rong, for the red l i ly is of a hot and
dry complexion, whereas the white one is of a cold and moist nature;
and since the external sunshj-ne c€ule to the aid of the red l i ly,
it endeavoured again to come forth, although it was sti l l  unable
to do so because of the strength of the white one, whose nature had
predominated up to then. Nevertheress, they strrrggled rnighti ly;
both grew simultaneously up to the heavens, but were again driven
downward by the whirl--wind. This continued unti l both of them were
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forced to remain jo ined together below (s ince they had not taken

heed of the growing root). With this they became the PRII/IA MATERIA
I"APIDIS ET METAIIORIUU. After this darkness gradually began to be

manifest, and the Sun and the Moon becane ever more blackly dimmed.

This lasted a consid.erable tine, as can be read in the Count.

But after a good while the sigr of grace appeared to mel the rainbow

of rnany colors, of which the peasant had said that it would be a

sign of  joy and a promise of  a good end. Ttren, when a l i t t le of

the moonlight could be seen, although it was not yet very bright,

the Sun began to shine more hot1y, unti l the Moon grew full and

shined forth clear, and transparent, as though it were a trartsparent

pearl or a crudely cut diamond. The four planets took great ioy
in this, for by this means they could be transformed from all their

corruption in the radiance and nature of the Moon. In his parable

the Count caI1s this the Kings Shirt. I now applied the third

grade of f ire, and soon there grew forth all sorts of glorious

frui ts;  quinces, lemons, sour-oranges, artd apples,  a l l  1ovely to the

sight, out of a hyacinthine earth. Within a short t ine these had

transformed thenselves j.nto Iovely red paradise-app1es, gfowing

out of a ruby earth. Finally they changed and coagulated into a

glorious, bright and evershining body, which made all the darkened

and dimly colored planets bri l l iant and. shining with its own rad-

iance. A11 this took a very short  t ime.

After I had made several PROJECTIONES with many pounds of purged

netal  and had del ighted in the anount of  i t ,  astonished that such

an insigni f icant,  indeed pal t ry,  quant i ty of  our Stone, should have

such great power to penetrate and to transforrn all sorts of metals

(namely in a ratio of one part to one thousand parts), I sat down

again to work, after having prayed and offered thanks' artd was

ready to make one more PROJECTION to see if I could come closer to

the found.ation of the PROJECTION; but as I was about to begin,

suddenly my dear oId peasant came again to me through the locked

door,  greet ing me cheerful ly.  At  f i rst  I  was shocked, for  I  d idnrt

recognize him at  once, and besides, he appeared very suddenly before
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me and was elothed this t ime in a plad coat of  nany colors,  r
slumped down on the bench, because my legs were trenbling. He
spoke with a laughing mouth and friendly gesture: 'Donrt be afraid,
ny dearest brother, for you have a merciful GoD, and, in addition,
that which your heart has desired on this earth I have come again

'to your ds I had sworn and pronised, in order further to reveal
and to instmct you fundanentally in these, and in other even higher
and more wonderful things and secrets (for this is only the beg-
inning). Therefore, learn now that it is an insignificant, simple
and easy thingr BS you must now yourself confess, to make the Stone,
as GOD has ordained for highly important reasonsl but to understand
the same properly and perfectly is such a task that all philosophers,
even Adam' Soloman and Hermes, as well as Theophrastus, even if they
be the wisest of al-1, must bow down, lower their heads and openly
confess their inabil ity in this regard. Zaeharias, who often made
the Stone, also attests publically to this in FOL. SEPTUAGESIMo
PRIMO' saying: 'Nostrae rnedicinae scientiatam diuma tamque, super-
naturalis in secunda quidem operatione, ut semper f\rerit ac sit
adhuc inpossibiLe hanc j.nnoteseere hominibus quocunque studio vel
industria quamvis onnium etiam sapientissimi sint atque doctissimi
Philosophi' nisi primum a Deo sint inspirati, deficiunt eni.mhac
in parte onnis naturalis ratio et experientia. " That is, our Art
and Science is so divine and supernatural (understandg after the
Composition) that it has never been possible to understand through
which means it could or might be able to exist, even by those who
have been or sti l l  are the wisest of the wj.se, unless they have
been previously enlightened by GoD. For in this point all of our
sense and natural reason shatters. However, in order that you nay
be further introduced to and instructed in this r 8s I have prorni.sed.,
I will teach you thoroughly and inform you of as much as is granted
and pernitted me now to diselose and reveal. you may then appeal
further in accord with my guidance, most dil igently to the Almighty
and Most High with fervent prayer, for frorn Him come all treasures
of wi-sdom. At that  t ime, wi thout doubtr  $ou wi l l  be enl ightened
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and gifted with high rrnderstanding and extreme wisdom, as the highly
wise King Soloman test i f ies in chapters /  and 8 of  h is Book of
Wisdom. For the Eternal GOD wants properly to be asked for this,
and then gives it gIadly (as He has given it to others previousty)
to those who long for it in their hearts and who intend to use it
in honor of  h is blessedness to help the pious, their  neighbor and the
blessed poor.

However, because I have pereeived that you have carried out the
projection or casting of the tincture unwisely, Vou should be in-
structed that you must thoroughly purge and purify the metals of their
ADIUNCTIS and ADHAERENTIBUS ACCIDENTIS, or Sulphuric irnpurities,
before you make the project ion,  or  you wiI I  suf fer  damages. But
as to how such purif ication should proceed, this you have read i-n
the books of  the phi losophers,  and i t  occurs thusr orr .  And as
he said th is,  he picked up a piece of  copper,  p laced i t  in a crucible,
added some purging powder to it, and, with a bent iron wire, with-

drew several t ines its stinking, red, conbustible, corrupt Sulphur
like dross from it, for it had kept the tincture from penetratirg,
until the VHTIUS grew pure and the dross turned whitish. And when
I then projected ury tincture upon it, this penetrated and entred
it in an instant, so that the entire CORPUS VENERIS then turned to
glorious, better than natural Hungarian go1d. I was delighted in
this and thanked him for his true instruction. Thereafter, he told
me about the purgation and purif ication of other metals, which were
a delight and refreshment to 5-nvestigate.

He also instructed me further, saying: 'Furthermorer you should
lorow and understand that with the white fixed Stone you can make
al l  sorts of  preci .ous jewels that  have a whi te lustre,  such as
dianonds, whi te sapphires,  emeralds,  pear ls and the l ike.  With
the yeI1ow Stone, before it tunns deep red, you can prepare all
sorts of  yel lowish jewels,  such as hyacinths,  yel low dianonds and
topaz. With the red one, you can prepare carbuncle stones, rubies,
garnets and SPINETEI{. All of these wil l far exceed orj.ental gems
in preciousness, v i r tue and glor iousness. I  wi l l  show al l  of  th is
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to you later and demonstrate it with my own hand, for it can easily
be done. But now r wil l f irst let you see a wonderful nyst€rv,
although you must f irst shut all the windows, BDd not be frightened
by it, but rather delight in its exalted nature and power, which
are inplanted in it by GoD." r said, 'Mv friend and dear brother,
from ny heart I wil l gladly see and learn this, and be thankful to
ny Creator for it, si.nce it wil l serve and be useful toward the
strengthening of my faith.'

'Sit down upon the earthr' h€ said. Ttren he took seven tablets
and prepared them neatly according to the number of the seven planets.
upon each tablet he fashoned the character or sigr of its respective
planet, and then he ground up the seven planets on which the signs
were found, and dropped them one after the other, according to their
speci.al CONSTEILATI0N, as was requi.red., into a crucible, unti l they
melted together. He next let seven drops of our oil faII into the
crucible. Quickly there rose a lovely, shining, f larning vapor out
of the erucible, which suffused the whole room with such light and
radiance, that I became afraid. And then I truly saw such wonders,
secrets and arcana, includ.ing the appearance of all the planets

and the entire firmament, which revolved around the room just as
they do in heaven, that it would in no way be proper or possible for

me to descr ibe i t .  I  would never have bel ieved that such wonders
were in our Stone, i f  I  had not seen them mysel f .  I t  might indeed
be possible for a man to obtain divine understanding through this
because he can produce sueh exaltation out of dead things. My
peasant told me additionally of great nysteries in regard to many

things, such as, that I could lmow how many tnre philosophers there
are in the world, who have the Stone in our tines, that I couLd
recognize all of then and they too recognize me, and that they would

soon get in eontact with ne. He taught me further that if I should
take nine d.rops or grains nine days in a row that I would be gifted

with angelic understanding and beLieve myself to be i.n paradise.
through him I experienced many wonders, such that f myself would

never have bel ieved i f  I  had not mysel f  seen then: sed exper ient ia
mi l le testes.
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'Next he said,  " I  wi l l  show you a great and supernatural  wonder,

and af ter  that  I  wi l l  te l I  you of  the manifold ef fects,  ef f icacy,
power and vir tue of  our blessed Stone, and f inal ly resolve,  d ispel
and clarify at length all the dubious speeches, enignas and AEQU-
MC0S SERMONES of the philosophers, through which so many people

have been led astray. Lastly, I wil l also gladly perform certain
processes which conprehend the true foundation, so that you nay see
that if you had understood the philosophy properly at f irst, then
you could have attained the end in a mueh more rapid time. Such
a failure with the MATERIA comes especially through misunderstanding
of the f i rst  Resolut lon or dissolv ing and also of  the correet com-
posi t ion,  as you shal l  hear.  For several  phi losophers have f in ished

the Work and brought it to a happy conclusion in 378 days and others

in thirty days. I '

Af ter  he had said th is,  we col lected rainwater in a great vessel

and allowed this to putrefy for some time. Then we separated the

true blue water from its faces PER COHOBATIONEM and poured it in

a c lean, open wooden barrel ,  bucket or tub,  and set i t  in the Sun.

V{e then added a d.rop of OLEI NOSIRI BENEDICTI ET INCOMBUSTIBILIS

and there came successive d,arknesses above the abyss, just as had
occured on the f i rst  day of  Creat ion.  Next we added t tvo drops, and

the darkness soon separated from the l ight. Finally we added three,
four,  f ive and six drops respect ively at  a t ine,  and accordingly
there cane forth and appeared in beautlr and wonder everything that

had been created in s ix days in the f i rst  Creat ion of  the Wor1d,
with all i ts details and such inexpressible gloriousness, that my
senses would shatter and depart from me to tell of it; and thus it

is  proper for  me to reveal ,  d isclose and speak of  i t  no more. Thus

Hermes, the highly wise king, properly says in his TABULA SMARAC'-
DINAr ' I ta mundus creatus esse."

"0h, lord GOD'" I  said,  nwhat exal ted Myster ies are theset,  s igh-

ing hearti ly and praising Hirn Who lives from Eternity to Eternity.
At th is,  he saidr "Dear brother,  Vou should now be content;  for  I

am not allowed at this time to reveal higher arcana. Pray fervently
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and ardently, for as soon as I am given the mandate to reveal more
to you' then you shall again be instructed by me, and I sha1l then
show you many higher things. Thus let it be for now. But let us
proceed to the matters we nentioned before and examine the effects
and virtues of our inexhaustible fountainr so that you may also
progress properly in medicine, and thus serve and give aid to your
neighbors,  the poor and the sick.  Therefore be seated and wri te
it dov"n well for mueh depend.s upon it. But f irst I wil l treat of
the foundation of the three Principles, and then go on to the nain
point. Therefore learn this: Just as Alnighty GOD alone is a single
Eternal Being, through Tfhom alL has been and is, and yet there
exist in this single Being, three different persons; you should
know as well that in l i .keness to Him it is so ordered that alL things
also must exist as a unity, but that in this unity there is a two-
foldness: the one volati le, the other fixed and endurings the one
psychicalr the other corporeal ,  or  the one white and the other red-
but the th i rd is concealed and vir tuosly placed and ordained.

"From this it foll-ows that all things which are enduring, and
which should be good and remain the sane, f low AD SIMILITUDINWI
out of one thing, and are divided into three, and that the three
must again be compounded into onet for otherwise it would go against
the desire of the lVlost High, and nothing of worth would come of it.
The three, however, are properly body, sour and spirit or heavenly,
earthly and watery, or Sart, Sulphur and Mercury, and these three
are properly one and together in one thing or Subject. As in Menr
body, soul and spirit; as in GIOD: Father, Son and HoIy Gtrostr so al-so
in all creatures: father, mother, ehj-ldren. As a confirnation of
th is,  to demonstrate His wi l l  and to show how everything shouldbe,
GOD, the Righteous and rrue, created Adan, His first son, in the
likeness and image of Himself. Thus the individual man has been
GoDts son and i-mage RESPEcrrvE, that is, Adam and not Eve, and the
whole race of man, but not in Eve. Thus from the single Adarn and
son of @D have come three things: father, mother and children, and
this is also to be understood of  a l l  creatures.  For the earth was
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a wal l  of  a l l  four- footed animals,  p lants,  t rees,  fo l iage and grass,
and was nonetheless in the beginning a single thing, namely the
earth,  and then, in and together wi th the earth,  the seed. And
thus GOD created a division of the one into three when He said:

"Let the earth bring forth foliage, plants and grass and fruitful
t reesrn which seed themselves and bear f r t r i t  aceording to their
k ind,  in order,  af ter  His l ikeness, to increase the power of  a l l .

And thus three things have come fron the single earth, namely, earth,

seed, and fruit, which again bears seeds (and thus again becomes

one). And although three different things have come from such a
division, they also again come together in that from which they

have sprung; that is, all fruits go into and again become the earth,

and thus again become orr€; as i.s also the case with man, because
he is also taken from i t  in respect to his bodyr ?s GOD said:  'You
are earth and must again become earth." Therefore, every thing
and creature goes again into that from which it has come forth, that

is,  into i ts f i rst  mother,  and f inal ly i t  comes, according to i ts

situation, again to GOD, from Whom it had first gone forth by means

of the Word, that is, into the MYSTERIW MAGI.IUM, so that all things

remain in unity and are held and endure together, namely in GOD.

However,  whatever departs f rom this and goes outside of  th is order

of COD is Devil ish l ike l,ucifer in his arrogance, or man in his

breaking of the Conmandnent of GOD, or the creatures through the

curse that was placed upon them because of the falI of man. flewever,

man has again been restored to the point of beconing one and united

with G0D, and of becoming GOD Hinself, for a tj.ncture or projection

has occurred in Christ through the spil l ing of his precious blood.
For he had been of a divine nature, in that GOD had breathed a soul

frorn His essence and being into the first Adam and into us, but he

was also led astray by Satan. However, as I have said, through

GOD and the nan Christ sourething has been brought about in which

the Devil nay not share, because he wantonly sinned against GOD

and thereby deceived GODTS image. GOD has perrni t ted al l  of  th is to

occur in order to demonstrate His Almightiness and overflowi-ng mercy'
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for He wil ls that everything should endure in Eternity in and accord-
ing to his ORDINATION. Therefore it is that those who undertake
or work at sonething against the course of Nature and the Ordinat-
ion of the Most High GOD err so greatly in this holy l{ork.

'Understand me correctlVr.. he said further. nNatr,lre may properly
be transformed, such as when gold comes out of silver, iron and
other netals.  But there must f i rst  occur a separat ion and reject ion
of that  which shouLd not enter into th is processl  that  is ,  the
impedirnent, impurity or hinderance must previously be washed away,
so that the goodness that is in it may appear freely, nanifest in
al l  i ts  c lar i ty.  For because of  the curse plaeed on Nature by
GOD' just as in man, much i.n Nature has become corrupted; defective
and infirm. Whoever is able to remove such deficiency and come to
the aid of Nature by means of the proper sredicine (which the Artist
prepares to PIUSQUAflI-PERFECTION, especially from that which is
concealed IN FOECIBUS) is a correct  and true master and phi losopher.
For everything bears its death and life in itself or around its
own neckt that is, its health and sicloness; and everything becomes

healthy or sick through that which is of its own kind, nature and
quality. To take an exarnple from manr he is, according to his
external essence, of earth or LIMBUS TERRAE SUBTIIIORIS, and an
extract  of  a l l  earthly creatures,  for  which reason he is proper ly

cal led the Microeosmr or the l i t t le Hor ld.  Thus the greater port ion

of mankind eats and drinks its sichress or health from the fruits

of  the earth,  which is i ts mother.  The nobler the f ru i tsr  p lants

and creatures are, which come fron the earth and from which the

man takes his nourishment, the more healthy he is and remains.
And the contrary, his unhealthiness, is to be understood in the

sa.me way. Now we know that nothing in Nature is more closely reLated

to the human body, nor has a more certain CONVENIEIITIAIVI, than the

netals,  and especial ly the purest ,  namely,  gold and si lver,  which

is proven by their beautiful radiance and stedfastness. For they

are able to wi thstand f i re,  which the other metals cannot dor for

i ron rusts,  copper turns into verdigr is or v i t r io l ,  and lead into
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quieksilver. A11 other things pass away in fire but gold and sil-
verr  these two endure.  I t  is  easy to conclude from this that  the
Spir i t  or  Tincture enclosed in them has great stedfastness and
virtue in itself, and thus has an effect on other things. There-
fore, these two noble metals, which are l ike the human body in their
nature, are able to pour out such health, when one uses them corr-

ectly and knows how to prepare them, that the threefold point of
the Universal Way could consist of nothing but them alone. For

al l  the plants,  roots,  b lossoms, etc. ,  which easi ly become corr-

upted, rotten and stinking, are a thousand grades lower than these

metals.  However,  you should not understand al l  of  th is according

to the let ter ,  but  rather phi losophical lyr  4s you were informed

and instrueted by me in the beginning,

'From this f inal ly fo l lows that these two noble netals,  gold and

si lver,  when restored to their  inner pur i ty by neans of  the correct

natural and proper philosophical preparation are, in comparision

with the heavenly stars, l ike the Sun and the lUoon, whieh i l luminate

with their clarity the day and the night, the upper and lower firm-

aments.  And i f  a1I  the creatures were to lose the l ight ,  shine

and rediance of  these, then theywould die and rot ,  nor could the

other f ive planets (Mars,  Saturn,  Jupi ter ,  Venus, Mercury) and al l

the other f ixed or unf ixed stars be fostered or preserved, no matter

how powerful they might be considered to be, In this you can easily

include the f ive mj.nor metals ( lead, i ron,  t in '  copper and quick-

silver) along with all their helpers (excluding the one which in-

c ludes the qual i t ies of  a l l  th ings in i tsel f ) .  I t  is  common to

aII things or speci.es that have a name or may ever be conceived
that they can do nothing and have no effect against the health of

the metals or against the transnutation from a lesser degree to a

greater or from imperfection to perfection and purity. For the

medicine that is applied against the sickness must always be nuch

more noble and better than the deficieney or corruption fron which

the si-ckness has ar isen. Therefore necessar i ly  the cure,  and trans-

mutation of the metals cannot be sought or found in anything but
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in the two Luminariesr SOLE RUBEo ET LUNA AIBA' ?s the noble King

Hermes says.

',For example, the first marr, Adan, was born in the presence of
GOD' a l iving man without sin or siclrness, tnuch less with a dead
body or soul, in which condition he would. have remained., under the
Ordination and Mandate of GOD. However, when he transgressed the
Commandmentr then sin and sickness of the body and soul was engen-
deredr so that we poor,  miserable,  urortal  men are now subject  to
death, and to the ereatures, over which we previously had been lords
and masters, so that we are thus kllIed, consumed. and in the end
completely eaten by our own mother, the earth, and by her children,

are actually our brothers, of our own nature and essence. We are
now just as much men in kind, nature and quality as before the FaIl,

and we shall remain men in the future, though subject to corruption
and death. But we are diminished by many thousands of t imes from

Perfection, and do not appear at all l ike or sinilar to a man, when

considered against the form that the first nan had before the FalI.

"For this reason our first parents obtained through their pleas

this exalted nedicine or TINCTIIRAIVI PHII,OSOPHORUM from GOD, for the
preservat ion of  a long l i fe and resistance to al l  s ickness. Yf i th

this one can accomplish all the things and secrets which I have
in part revealed to you and in part must yet conceal, unti l i t
pleases the Most High to reveal them. However, Vour an experienced

man, night yet  object  and ask how i t  is  possible that  the metals

should have such sympathy, correspondence, love and friendship with

men, animals and plants , since flesh and bone and metals and nin-

erals differ and stand as wide apart in your eyes as heaven and

earth. But this is easy to refute if one first considers the orig-

inal Generation of men and of the metals, and compares them one

with another. For man was not, as the uninstructed theologians

and deelamers think, created by GOD the Almighty out of a simple,

impure or common lump of e1ay, but rather out of the best, most
subt le extract j .on f rom the very center of  the earth.  Bel ieve ne,

the Almighty would not use any conmon earth for such a work, which
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He ereate ln Hls image and into wtrich he plaeed, blew and iuplarrted
a spark of ray of His pternal Eseence and Beingr brrt rather, aa
I have eald' IPSUI BJmn"AO[UI,l IOIfUS. Fsr Lf a uan i.s resolved and
seBarated into hie tl'rree Prtncl.ples, and these are again comp.ognded.,
then there finalltrr malr be ceen a red; 1ove1.3r, radiant, earth,'

RELIQUA DES,IDERANI{IB

fhe &rd of the Lesser Edifyen.
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FIGURA CABALISTICA.



THIRD PART

PHTSTCA frATARALLTS ROTANDA

VISTONIS CEYMTEAE CABALTSTTCA

At first the Sun and Moon appeared, with the entire firmament,
and stood st i1I ,  had color,  but  gave forth no l ight  f rom themselves.
Under these there stood a bal l t  i . t  was of  an earthy color.  fn i ts
center was another l i tt le balI, whi.ch glistened snow white. When
I had seen al1 of this, there occurred a terrifying thundercl"p,
which frightened me extremely. There also came a great nist, and
as this slowIy faded, there appeared above the Sun and Moon and
the firmament a star, whieh shined so brightry that r could not
look at  i t  d i rect ly.  In color i t  was redder than the Sun is wont
to be. As soon as this star appeared, the entire firmament with
the Sun and Moon, began to move and to frisle and leap about, while
from the Star many fiery rays shot out of the firmament down upon
the bal l .  Some of these penetrated a I i t t le,  some hal f -way, and some
completely ( though this was the snal lest  port ion) into the l i t t le
baIl. Those that had penetrated a ritt le or half-way into the
litt le ball moved the water currentsr so that they began to run and
all sorts of f ish appeared within them. Others had the effect that
the large ball turned green and brought forth all sorts of trees
and fruits. And all sorts of animals and men also wandered upon it.
However, the rays that had penetrated completely into the l itt le
bal l  moved this to such a degree, that  i t  began to seethe, l ike
water in a harbor, and gave off a white, clear pure steam, which
then extended in the form of a star into the roots of the trees
and the plants. Then there began to grow forth out of this l i tt le
ball or white glistening star all sorts of trees and plants, but
very slow1y, which rose steadily toward the circumference of the

larger baIl. when they had finally come quite cIose, there grew
out of the two ends of the ball two high, roclgr mountains, which
soon opened. But I saw these plants and trees steadily grow and
bear to the ends of the mountains all sorts of f lowers of many colors.
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These then closed, and turned to buttons; red, yeI low, green ald
white. The buttons on the mountain to the right were transparent
and smalI ,  whi le those on the one to the lef t  were larger,  but  not
trartsparent. Rays were shooting constantly from the upper:nost
large star, from which more and nore trees and plants grew forth
out of  each bal1.  At  last  there came a voice,  which cr ied loud
and elear ly: 'Fraj .se be to GOD, T{ho created this Star,  whieh forever
sha1l be called the Star of Wisdom and the Eternal Li.ght. "

As I  watehed al l  th is wi th great astonishment,  I  d id not under-
stand, nor could I  interpret  what i t  rneant,  when looking around me,
I  perceived the PRINCIPAL, who stood near me. He spoke to me:

"Do you understand this?" I  answeredr l lor  that  I  could not discover
the meaning and then humbly asked if he would interpret the vision
for me. ' ,That I  wi l l  te l l  you without di f f icul tyr"  he repl ied,

" i f  you wi l l  l is ten to me. Therefore at tend i t  wi th di l igence and
do not be thought less.r '

"The large ball is the earth, from which all kinds of fruits
grow, and through which the waters flow in order to give them moist-

ure.  But in the middle is that  water whieh I  cal l  "corporeal- '  in
dist inct ion to ordinary water,  of  which I  to ld you last  t ime that

i t  is  the fer t i le f ie ld f rom which al l  the minerals take their  or ig in
and whieh receives the seeds from the heaven and the firmament.

As you ean see, above i t  is  the heaven, which courses with i ts l ights
around the earth, and te1ls the time of the years and the days.

However,  l f  you see the Star as GOD, you are mistaken, for  th is

Star is but a creature of GOD, though gifted with such virtues that

everything in heaven and on earth comes from it.

'The Star, which you see, and through which the heaven and the

earth are moved, is no Star, but due to the weakness of human nature

it appears to you as a star, for no bodily creature caJr see or under-

stand i t  in and of  i tsel f .  I t  is  nothing other than an invis ib le

f i re,  arr  eternal  l ight ,  which is ordered next to GOD, over al l  the

heavens. I t  is  the power,  might,  form, l i fe,  v i r tue and preservat-

ion of all things in heaven and on the earth, arr eternal movement,
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not Nature,  but  the Lord of  Nature,  a mistress of  Nature,  and of
all her powers and, in sunma, everything in everything. Therefore
it is called the Star of Yfisdom and an Eterrnal T,ight. Since it
is  a l ight  in i tsel f ,  not  borrowed fron anything eIse,  but rather
imparted to everythings the foundation of Wisdom is concealed within
it. I cannot teI1 you sufficiently what power and night is con-
tained in i t ,  and even i f  f  were able to do sor i t  would be imposs-

ible for you to conprehend it, for as l itt le as one can fathon the

Mystery of  GOD and His Majesty,  even so l i t t le is i t  possible for
you or any other man to investigate this. However, can it not at

least  be understood that there is a Lord above i t ,  and that i t  comes
from Him, and that He has thus demonstrated His Almightiness, in

order that one can reeognize His works?
I asked: 'What is the power of  th is Star,  and what does i t  mean

that the other stars are driven by it, and also that it moves the

waters and that the earth brings forth fruits by means of its rays?"

He answeredr 'Almighty GOD in all of his Works is an archetype

of the future procreation, such that after he created and nade the

heaven and earth along with al l  the creatures,  fo l iage, grass,

plants, animals and men, he saidr rBe fruitful and nultiply your-

selves.  r  Behold,  through these words this invis ib le f i re had begun

to dominate,  to rule and to receive an impression ( l ike that  of  the

heaven and earth but of an attractive Astral kind). It impelled

Nature to complete the work that was implanted in her and not only

gave the Sun (and through it the Moon and all the stars) an enduring

Iight, but also gave a forrn to the moving power and to the seed

through which everything comes on and from the earth' and is thus

begotten as by a bearing-mother, who attracts everything to herself '

as a lodestone at t racts i rons just  as i t  had previously given form

to the stars and the firrnament. Note also that as the earth attracted

the eternal  l ight  to i tsel f ,  i t  a lso at t racted the form of the
firmarnent (whieh form, however, had previously been a MATERIA'

namely of  the Star) .  Therefore,  i f  GOD the Most High had not spoken

the Word, then al l  th ings would have been dead, for  in a short  t ime
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the creatures would have beeome corrupted, the created. AI{IMAIIA
woul-d have died out,  the heaven would have turned to nothingness,
and thus this exalted Work (fron which one carr sense Alnightiness
and wisdom) would have turned to rubble in a short t ime. And
although this Fire was the Pirst creati.on, l iving and enduring
eternal ly and inper ishable (measured against  the wor ld) i t  st i l l
had to be obedient to i ts Creator,  and would have stood st i1 l  and
not be-friended Nature and the other creatures. But as soon as
the exalted Word was spoken, then this unconsurning and vitalizing
Fire coursed into the heart  of  Nature,  and nade i ts inpression
and awakened her. 0n1y then the movement properly began as an
attractive force and was implanted in the firmament and the sidereal
stars,  and only then the l iv ing power of  procreat ion proper ly
entered into a1l-  creatures.

"For this reason the Sun, Moon, stars and everything were first
shown to you as dead, because they would have soon again come to
an end. For they were created fbozen, and frozen they would have
decli-ned, and thus the earth as well. But when this powerful
Word was heard,  the Sun received the seed whereby i t  could rejuvinate
and pur i fy i tsel f ,  and l ikewise the Moon and al l  the starsr so
that the earth as well could every day awaken that which had died
out. F'.rr this reason the rays and radii shoot forth eonstantly
anew, day and night and always, from this Star. Thus these rays
are the l ife of the f5.rmanment, the souI, the preserver or pro-

tect ion f rom dissolut ion.  From the Sun, Moon and stars these
rays take the seed that is their  h ighest essence, and mix wi th in

i t ,  the l iv ing Fire which the seed that has received this changes
into Nature.  The seed takes the noving l i fe into i tsel f ,  and

with it a great power to multiply itself and to give forth to its

race uncountable numbers l ike itself. then this mixing has occured

in the heaven or f irmament, then this soul-kingdon of kindred

seed separates i tsel f  of f  in the forn of  stars,  and fal ls upon

the earth,  the Bear ing-mother,  wi th such vigor and force that i t

spl i ts the earth ( though invis ib le)  and fal1s unt i l  i t  aruives
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at the center of  the earth.  However,  in such a case, much of  i t
remains on the surface of the earth, and part deeper in the earth,
for much of it separates fron the seed. as an i.rnpurity, from whieh
all sorts of plants, trees and fruits come forth and grow, each
accord.ing to its kind, after its spiritual, volati le a.nd naterial
body has taken a nature frorn its star. This is the Form (as was
previously nentioned). As soon as this enters into the earth,
i t  seeks the nater ia l  that  is  useful  to i t ,  nul t ip l ies i tsel f  in
it, and is given a corporeal body, even as before it had been
given a spiritual body j.n heaven. In this body the Fire constit-
utes its l i fe by means of the great Star. Thus there appear aI1
sorts of fruit, both large and small, for everything upon the
earth was shaped previously by the Star, and thus prepared as
A Form.

'That certain fruits, however may be found in one place, and not

in another, is caused by the fact that the heaven is joined out
of two parts, around which it revolves, as is well known to the
astronomers. One part cannot enter into the other, and the stars

that are in each part are not l ike the others, for there are as
nany different species as there are stars. Since one part cannot
enter into the others place, i t  is  not  possible,  due to the round-

ness of heaven and the center of the earth, that the seed of a
star in one part can falI on another part and develop there, but
rather it nust falI where it can, and this is always straight
downward.

'Thus you may infer from this that a seed that comes from a
star over India may not faII into Sweden, for the star does not
reach so far. 0f course, it j-s true that a man can carry a ptant
or a seed. to another place and plant it there, and even though

its star cannot reach to that place, that it wil l grow equally

well there, but this is due to the inexpressible (power of) Mu1-

tiplication whieh is eoncealed in the spiritual Fire, and also
to the fact  that  the seed reeeives i ts proper digest ion.  For
again, when a plant grows well at one place and wil l not come
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forth at another, this is due to the fact that it cannot obtain
i ts proper mater ia ls there.  Among other faetors,  the digest ion
may be too wea]r or too strong, for a plant that grows in Arabia
cannot grow i-n Gernany, since its nature is to have a strong dig-
estion. rikewise, a plant that grows in Gernany cannot grow in
Arabia, for it would be burned up there and come to nothing.
Thus one now sees how the VEGETABILIA are born by means of the
stars of heaven, and how each has its ourn influeneer how they may
die out just l ike men, and be staLned and receive thelr \,IEI'IENA
through the stars. Now should we proceed further and see how
man is born and ruled according to the stars?'

DB GEXIERA,|IIdE EGIINSIS ET IISIIiF;LIUII

" in the case of  men and aninals,  however,  who have a sensi t ive
Iife, this has another significance. When the gern'ningling of
man and wonan occurs, then the Astra in the animal or huma.n being
r ise up, and are so strong that they master the stars,  and the
stars again naster the Eternal l ight (for each MATERIA attracts

the Form to i tsel f ) .  Thus there occurs the introject ion of  the
stars together with the seed into the DIATRICHVI. ftom this comes
the movementr  so that the nale spern,  as the ef f icacious part ,
conrningles with the female part, working within to nake a human
being or an animal, according to the form and character that the
stars and firnanent had at that t ime. T{hen this body has been
f in ished, then comes the second introject ion,  that  is ,  the astral ,

naterial, spiritual and firnanentaL body with the l ife.

'Now according to the constellation of the stars at that par-

ticular t iner so the human being or animal proves to be in sen-

sibil i ty and thought. Through this the diffences in men and animals

may be understood, for someone nay be a m€un in body, but have the

disposi t ion of  a dog, a wol f  or  a bear,  and some aninals,  such as

dogs, wolves and bears are more f ierce than others of  the species.

Thus i t  is  that  some pious fathers may have evi l  sonsr or again,  that

an evil father may have a p5-ous son.
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"With th is the Physiognonists are refuted, who wish to judge the
nature of a man from his face and the forn of his organs, for one man
nay not be l ike another, and yet they both have the same thoughts.
For it conmonly or most frequently happens that the second introjectio:
of the stars with the soul or l i fe into the AI{IMAIIA is not conpar-
able to or is not of the same kind as the first. Thus some men may
appear sad or wrathful and have a course face, Vet are friendly and
hunble in their hearts. And again, the sane thing may occur with
animaLsr BS when at t ines the eyes or another subtle organ like the
tongue rnay nake their  d isposi t ion nani fest .  Therefore i t  is  not
possible f rom this alone suff ic ient ly to recognize a nan, though
many wickedly dare to attempt it; for the same man is different in
one place than another, and is more fierce or friendly at one time

than at another. This is so because he is under another star and

because of the Wpe of land that he is in. For when the stars and

the type of land correspond to his nature, then his d.isposition and

the impression given to hirn by the heaven is strengthenedl but if

they are in conf l ic t ,  then his disposi t ion is distorted and repuls ive

and at t irnes his body may also be affl icted. Thus one sees how the

stars rule men and are either furthering or impeding to his ains.

But th is is said only of  best ia l  men, who do only want the stars

wish.

"But in this regard a correct man should consider that he is yet

higher than al l  the other creatures,  that  is ,  that  beyond these cor-
poreal and firmarnental bodies, he has received from Alnighty GOD His
breath and the third and highest body, narnely an anima or psychic

body, through which the two other bodies with their spirit and soul

nay be begotten. For in him is to be found not merely an Eternity'

but rather a perpetually enduring Eternity' through which he has

become the possessor not only of  the earth,  but  a lso of  the heaven

and the entire firmament, and therefore can master and conquer this.

For th is reason aI I  I rnpressions, Complexions and Nat iv i t ies are re-

futed, for  here the Astra should not reign, but rather the psychic

body, that  is ,  the Spir i t  of  GOD. The deeds of  men have another
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name among men than they shouldt and this is because man should rule

aecording to the wil l of Hirn Who created him, that is, according
to the wil l of GOD, who forbade hirn to do evil and commanded hin to

hold to the good.. Through such a conmandment the entire heaven is
refuted, for this commandnent pays no regard to the nan, of what-
ever Conplexion he might be of or to whatever he night be inclined.

This conmandrnent overturns everythS.ng. For if Alnighty GOD had not

known that man couLd resist the stars, but lnstead had to act in

aecord with that to wh4ch he was inclined, then He would have given

no Conmandnent, no have placed man as a lord. over everything. If

more rested on heaven than on man, then no man could be condemned

on Judgement Day, but rather the blasle would be placed on luck and

the stars,  i .ndeed on GOD himsel f ,  far  be i t  for  ne to suggest i t .

Thus you nen do wrongly in that you s?V, "I 8rr a child of Yenus, a

chi ld of  the Sun, a chi ld ofMars. '  That is not to speak rat ional ly '

but  rather best ia l ly ,  that  is  to make idols,  namelyr the stars that

have made and created you. Instead you should say xI am a child of

GOD, the lost High, Who has given His own Son, for me, that he night

redeem me and save me from the power of the Evil Spirit through his

blood, bitter suffering and death.' That would be the proper way

to talk, that you give to Him the honor that He has deserved from you

and which He is worthy of. The heathens have relied on Astroholl lyr

have subjected thenselves to the stars, and have held the sane to

be their gods. But you should speak and act l ike men, not l ike hea-

thens and irrational beasts. I,et this be said as a warnj-ng to you

and to everyone, so that GOD should not be caused to nake his pun-

ishnent more severe.  r

I asked: '.Is Astronony then nothing, and should one reject it com-

pletely?' He answeredr 'Astronomy is in and of itself a glorious

Art, which is to be praised and esteened highly i.n so far as one uses

i t  correct ly.  However,  i t  has become greatty fa ls i f iedr 4s I  have

said,  because men want to nake gods out of  j . t .  In the second place,

the correct calculation has been lost, for the young Astronomers only

make use of that which PTOIOMAEUS has described, which is inproper
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artd fa1se, since the heavens have now become different from what he
says, artd have grown very much Iower, slower, sluggish in their revol-
ution and nuch reduced in power. He who knows the correct nethod
uses i t  as a Chr ist ian and not as a heathen, that  is ,  i .n order to
deterrnine the time of the day and of the year, and in part also to
invest igate storms, but not,  as some men wish, to announce war,  r iot ,
and misfortune, and to present th is as certain.  No, that  is  fa lse,
for such things come from the wil l of @D and according to the merit

of men. For even though a city night have the most favorable Ascend-
ent,  i t  would st i l l  be possible,  i f  the people of  i t  led a wicked

life, and acted contrary to GOD and His commandments, that punishment

would not fail to appear, and GOD would send his Scourge to chastise

them. You have an example of this in Sodom and Gomorrha, which neither

a good nor a bad planet was able to he1p, for  their  s ins thenselves

had Created a bad star for them, and GOD had to punish them. You

nay find many such exaruples in the Holy Scripturess and thus a man

should ask nothing concerning the stars and their signification, but

rather look to GOD Himself ,  Who is the !ord,  Who preserved Daniel

and Joseph, and is yet  able to preserve others.
But if a man rel-ies on the stars and subjects hirnself to them, then

he has not only departed itor human nature and beeome a beast, but
also has made false idols of  them. I f  they should now show that he

is Mal ic ious ,  then he must become mal ic ious,  and @D aff l ic ts him
more, so that his fool ishness and ingrat i tude wi l l  become evident.

Al-so, rrEuey wish to sow their plants and other things according to

the Inf luences. This is not merely faIse,  but is a great error,  for

what, in their opinion, does the plant have to do with Astronomy or

the course of  the heavens? Sow a plant or seed in a good fresh soi l

in the sunshine, and then sow the sane sort of seed j.n an arid soil

which is poor and l ies in shadows thus you wi l l  see that the seed in

the fresh soil comes forth sooner than the other, even though they

lie close together. Although Astronomy commanded you to begin this

on a certain day at  a eertain t ime, s ince the one has grown better

than the other the one can r ise and the other decl ines,  how then do
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you know whether you have chosen the right t ime? Thusr 4s I have
said. '  th is doctr ine is fa lse and worthless.  The ancients und,erstood
Astronony correctly, but since then it has been greatly falsif ied..
It is proper that every SIXIPIEX should be planted and harvested acc-
ording to Astronomy, but that is to be understood as follows. Every-
thing has its own Astronomy within itself, namely i.ts Astra, and you
should pay attention to this. When a favorable Ascendent is present
and its highest planet (from which its seed has come forth) is ex-
alted' then the plant or whatever it night be is at its best and nost
powerful. Then a marl should harwest it and use it, and pay no attent-
ion to the heaven, neither to the summer nor to the winter, but rather
to the proper sunmer of the pIant. Wait for its own heaven, for its
proper autumn and the ti-me when it has become best and grown highest
through its own forces. This is the nost exal-ted Astronomys flom the
highest you can learn to recognize the lowestt by means of the time
you cart learn to recognize what is before your hand and. when a planet
is exalted. Therefore, when you know to which planet a plant is
subjectedr Vou can segse i ts exal tat ion by means of  the Signature.

'On the other hand, something even higher follows from Astronomy.
That is, when one perceives the conjunction of certai.n planets along
with their exaltation, and at the same time also unites their GENERA
(that is '  metals,  minerals,  p lants,  jewels and stones) together bene-
ath the open heaven, then the rays of the stars shoot into these
bodies and augment the virtues in themr so that what might seem im-
possible things can be acconpli.shed with thenS not only curing, where

one may heal the siclmesses of men spiritually, that is, invisibly,
nerely through touching, but also many wonders nay be perforrned and

acconplished through MAGIA NATURAII.

"But as to why one should do this at the time of the conjunction

of the planets and stars, note this. Every new material desires a

new form, artd, again, every new form desires a new naterial. There-
forer ds soon as the planets unite with one another, then this heavenll
spiritual, and material material desires a form which is l iving in

everything, and because this of an attractive nature, in an instant
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i t  draws this heavenly Fire,  that  is ,  l i fe,  into i tsel f  and uni tes
with it. Then spirit and soul are mixed with one another and united .
Thus the earth, which is a mother of heaven (which is a father)
attracts in an instant such bodies to itself, so that these two con-
junctions thus occur in that instant, fron which all things of the
vegetable, aninal and nineral kingdoms cone. When such rays falL

on water or wood which is of their nature, then their virtues and
spiritual bodies enter into it, through which such nagic vi.rtues may
be found.. Therefore, if by means of Astronomy, Vou know these con-
junctions beforehand, prepare your metals and plants. For if these
have the same star, essence, nature and complexion, then the rays
will not go into the earth, but rather into these bodies (for every-

thing loves its own llkeness), through which many wonders uray be
performed with then PER HOC NATIIRAE MIRACULUM. But every philosopher

and chynist should also note something else from this, of which it
is  not  necessary to speak. SAT SAPIENTIS. '

DB GEf,END.TEOS ilIf.f,EFTEfi[,T ElT VGGETTBr.IjTIDT

"in the th i rd place i t  was nent ioned that a port ion of  the seeds
and rays given forth and projected by the Star and the firmanent,
fall into the center of the earth and enter into the l itt le baIl,
that is, into the heart of the earth. Know now that such rays, which
come and shoot so far, are purer, subtler and more spiritual tharr
those which have not been able to attain such depths, and that, in
this case, they purge themselves through the earth, as when water is
purged by sand. Why? AII things have been cursed by GoD, due to the
falseness of  the f i rst  man, that  is ,  they are as you and al l  men are,
glutted and surrounded by filth and inpurity. Thus, when such rays

shoot into the earth, the eoarser spirit of the seed of the fj.rmament
remains in and on the earth, from which there grow all sorts of plants

A portion also falls upon the aniurals, from which all sorts of sieknes
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come. But the purged rays go through the earth, l ike a ghost through
a walI ,  and reach the end and the middle-point  or  heart  of  the earth,
by which the earth is sustained and strengthened. For the center
is nore exal ted than the ci rcumference, s ince the ci rcunference
arises from the center, and all the power of the circumference,
which in the circumference is widely attenuated, is concentrated
in the center.  As you can see, in the niddle of  man rests the
soul '  the spir i t  of  the disposi t ion,  the power and the movement.
Likewise, in the niddle of the seed of a plant is the heavenly
Fire and the number of the multiplication. The rest is only a
shell and a covering for the powers.

'Thus in the center of the earth Ii.es the corporeal water or
the nineraL earth ( l ike a yolk in an egg).  I t  is  g i f ted wi th the
purest  and, as ment ioned, wi th the highest,  most subt le powers of
the earth, for the earth take such water fron it, but it takes no-
thing from the earth into i tsel f ,  but  rather urul t ip l ies i tsel f  below
and rejuvinates i tsel f  l ike a Kingf isher.  For the Tiord to nul t ip ly
was also directed to i t ,  and was inparted to i t  a long with i ts own
f i re.  Therefore i t  has i ts own f i rnanent in i tsel f ,  and i ts move-
ment in itselfr BS you can see from the example of grain. For weigh

one part of grain, and then at least as much, or however much more
you wi1l ,  of  good soi l  and sow the grain in i t .  Af ter  i t  has f in-
ished growing, weigh each again separately, and you wil l f ind that
the soi l  has not been diminished, but rather i ts perfect  weight wi l l

again be found as before. Thus it has its f irmament in itself, i ts
growth and movement,  etc. ,  through whieh i t  heats,  t inctures,  and

rejuvi .nates i tsel f ,  and is also strengthened in i ts degree of  mult i -
p l icat ion.  This does not dininish,  for  a l though the netals grow out
of  i t ,  they must once again die,  as you see that men are born,  but
again that nen die, and that much water runs out of the sea, but

that much cones again into i t .  Thus, the metals l ikewise die,  but ,

against this, they grow again. The ones that die leave their bodies

at the place where they were engendered, but their  soul  or  power de-
parts from them, and is attraeted by that from which it had come
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forth, for everything goes again to its l ikeness. Thus you can sense

that there is no deficiency in this water, but the FAECES that it
casts off fron itself fal1 into the earth and are of the forrn of the
earth '  f rom which the highest t inctures cone. Al l  of  th is nei ther
you nor any other man has ever perceived, nor could you ever exper-

ience or take note of it without the help of me or of one of rny cotn-
panions, who are ordai.ned to this by GOD. Thus you may well know joy

beyond other nen. rl

I saidr 'I ask you most kindly to tell ne (since you are now on

the topic)  why you cal l  the l i t t le bal l  tcorporeal  waterr . r

He answered: rI call i t this because I can thus present it to you

in a better manner and with its proper neme, since you can also see

in this figure that it is white and glistening l ike mother-of-pearl.
Thus it is a water in distinction to common earth, but a body of
earth,  due to i ts densi ty,  in dist inct ion to conmon water.  These

words have not been given it by ne j-n vai.nr in a l itt le while you

shal l  perceive i t  bet ter .  But let  us leave i t  thus for  now.

'When this pure, purged seed and mineral form enters into the center

of the earth, the l ife of the mineral metals is engendered, and a

movement arises because of the unification which this imnortal, hea-

venly spirit desi.res to achieve with the dead earthly body . It

pursues i ts l ikeness (which i t  a lso at t racts to i tsel f  f rom del ight

and desire),  unt i l  i t  f inds i t ,  and which i t  then, in the sameinstant

mixes and unites. After sufficient digestion a tender treelet grows

forth f rom i t ,  shoots into the heights,  and at ta ins i ts branchlets '

leaves, f lowers and blossoms, and at  last  i ts  seedr in which al l  the

power of  the ent i re t ree resides. This seed is the end, through

whieh one can recognLze that it is ready for multiplication, just as

one may see this with an ordinary plant. And no matter in what form

the nany plants come forth, three seed.s grow from the nany seedsr zrldr

each seed. or forn attracts a suitable body or naterial to itself out

of the earth according to its nature (for unquestionable the earth

has the nater ia l  in i tsel f ) .  Thus also,  a l l  sorts of  heavenly seeds

fa11 everywhere and always into the earth frorn the conjunctions of
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the starsr by neans of their fom and through the power of the life-
creating Firer' fbom which all sorts of fluit are engend,ered.. For
there is no star so smallr so insigraificant and irnpotent, that it
does not give forth its AflA{ALIA, VE7ETABI'LLA and [fIyEpALfA out of
itseLf. (Thus it is that, lf the star is lnsignificant and weak in
power, irratS.onal men, coarse aninalsi bad pLants and base ninerals
ariser arrd vice versa.) ftrus alsor just as many different sorts of
plants grow near one another and are harvested. together, nany sorts
of ninerals grow near one another and become lmown through the harrres'i
of niners r where they are then separated flom one another by neans
of fi.re.

rritxow f\.rtherr that if this spiritual.r'heavenly body is pure, clear,
flom the best stars and diaphanous, then it also seeks a sirniLiar
nateri.aL, that 5.s pure, clear and diaphonous, in the center of the
earth. Ibon this there grows a subtle treelet, clear and transparent,
which has finer- subtle delicate branchlets that are clear as sErpr
On the last one the flower that had been opened closes. trbon it cones
accord.ing to j.ts naturef' a cJ.ear tnansparent and pure seed. Thus
are the precious jeweLs born, and are coLotrred and characteri.zed
according to their reception of the foru, This you can see c1earJ.y
illustrated on the mowrtain to yorrr right. r'

r asked, f\.rther: "rf this is sor-then it couLd be inferred that
one may be able to find. precious jewels everSnuhere, since the stars
revolve around the whol-e world, but erqrerience teaches that there
are none at aLl to be found herer' but in other places verT nany can
be found.It

He answered,r nl(ttow that these seeds fa1l nostly into the hot l-ands,
and that, where the heat is strongest, there this seed. (which comes
onLy tlon the planets and a few other powerful stars) is sown, and
purged by the great heat of the Sun, such that even before i.t reaches
its rnaterial in the center of the earth it achieves its most pure
state. And even though the sun shines as intensely in one place as
in anothert the coId is so great in proximity to the poJ-es that the
seed cannot be sufficiently cLarified, and even if it were irnrned.iately
cLarified, the d.igestion there i.s stiLJ. too insj.gnificant, for there
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the heat usual ly does not remain very 1ong. However,  in the hot
lands the digest ion corresponds to the seedl  that  j -s,  af ter  the seed
is cast from the sun or the stars, it is f irst purged in the SPHAERA
AERIS and. then likewise in the earth, which is hot, and of an attract-
ive nature.  When the seed has cast of f  a l l  i ts  i rnpur i t ies,  i t  seeks
and finds its pure material, according to i.ts nature. There it grows
forth with great exuberance, for the sun warms the earth through its
strong, steady l ightr so that the best stones that can be found on
earth are engendered. Thus, even though stones can also be found in
Germany and in other such places, they are not l ike these, for all
things are nobler at morning and noon than at evening and night.
As you know, Arabian gold is far more excellent than Hungarian, and
Hungarian more excellent than Rheinish gold; and also in regard to
frui t ,  the or iental  var i t ies surpass the occidental  in strength and
vir tue.  I t  is  l ikewise not possible that  Hungar ian gold could be
like Arabian gold for natural reasons, for the digestion is too meagre
so that in the f i rst  p lace, the seed cannot be suff ic ient ly purged,

and, secondly,  i t  cannot be proper ly natured. Know also (as an ex-
ample) that  when the sun is exal ted in i ts own house, in br ight ,  Iove11
elear weather, then the seed falls in pUNCIO EXAITATIONIS. It is
purged; one part remains in the air, one part in and on the earth,
and one part  goes to the center of  the earth.  This last  part  is  a lso
div ided. The lovel iest ,  c learest ,  f i .naI  part ,  which is most highly
pur i f ied,  mixes with i ts mater ia ls,  and from this grows the garrret .

Another part ,  which is less noble,  mixes with i ts nater ia ls and fron
this grows the ruby. A part that is even less noble produces the
finest Arabian go1d. For all of the DIAPHANACTIER turn into stones.
Againr orre part produces sulphur of which Arabian Su1phur, and, after

it, Hungarianr Br€ held to be the best. For although nany speak of

other sulphurs with high praise, those who und.erstand have judged

i t  so.

'FYom the parts that have remained on and in the earth grow the
best and most noble plants that one can find, among which is that
plant called AILADRUCA or ALI"AKENEA, of which much could be reported.
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It grows high and brings forth red and golden-yellow flowers, which
are transparent and fatty, I ike an oil, and are well known to the
Arabian peoples. That part which has remained on the earth gives
forth GAMIUAIII in stones, wood and plants, when all of these have
previously been cut off fron their roots. That part which has re-
nained in the air gives forth a growth l ike sheeps wool. It falls
upon the earth, is sweet, and is caIled RUMAM, though it is unlmown
to you. There are also nany other sueh things, which it is not
necessary for you to know. Thus you now see the power of a single
tdy, and always when one planet is in conjunction or ASPECIt]M TRI-
GONUM, etc. ,  wi th another planet.  Note,  when i ts s ign changes and
it passes into another sigr, then its rays always fall differently
than before, for which reason there are so many different fruits.
Furthermore, when the sun is in its exaltation with Mars, then
garnets are engendered that are redder and darker in colour, rubies
that are brownish and duIl and gold that is reddish and i.mpure.

So is i t  a lso to be understood in regard to the other planets.

"in cold lands there grow stones, metals and plants which are not
to be found in the warm lands, such as crystal, which must have cold,
for this is found most pure, now and then, in the nidnight lands.

However,  i ts  or ig in is not f rom snow (as nany pronounce) but rather
from the mineral water. It is born through Saturn in its cold
Ascendent.  I f  i t  happens that Saturn is exal ted in a c lear heaven,
and is in conjunction with the Moon, then you obtain the nost beaut-
i fu l  crystals,  which are c lear,  whi te and pure.  But i f  i t  is  c loudy

weather, and Saturn i.s in conjunction with Mars, then crystals are

l ikewise produced, but these are dul l .  So is i t  l ikewise with other
planets of other colours and forrns, of which I cannot inform you

suff ic ient ly,  for  you would not be able to grasp al l  of  i t .  But

it is thus that from the forementioned causes saphires, carbuncles'

UNIONEN, corals and calcedons come to us, according to the doni.nat-

ion and conjunction of the planets, which are not sinil iar to those

in the orient. Thus you have learned. how the precious jewels are

engendered.

91.



"You should now note sonething wel l  f rom this (s ince you wish

to be an experienced physician) which cannot be nore clearly des-
cr ibed, so that the t ravel l ing scholars,  inposters and betrayers
of th is Art  do not learn more about i t .  I f  the seed is pure,  cor-
poreal, and spiritual, but not fully transparent, that which has

separated from i t ,  nanely,  the crystal ,  is  s in i lar .  But these

seeds fal1 rarely, and there are very few of them, and thus it is

that so few precious jewels are for.md, for the heaven does not

always pernit it. However, the highest power is found in such
precious jewets. For arnong aI1 creatures of the heavenly Fire,

it is in garnets and rubies that the purest and most delieate power

is to be found through a minimal preparation, mixed with the soul

of the sun. The next is in the sapphire of the moon and in the

emerald of  Venus. I f  i t  has the nature of  i ts  l ikenessr i t  grows

forth l - ike a t ree,  produces i ts branches, that  is  
'  

i ts  veins,  and

spreads i ts blossom in the earth,  which can be found in v i t r io l ,

antirnony, sulphur, marcasi-te, talcum artd cobalt. In these the

bLosson is pure,  del icate,  subt le,  l ike sap or an extended and

scattered mater ia l ,  and of  a much more noble essence than the metal

or seed that shal l  cone from i t .  Sini lar1y roses, lavender,  spike-

nard and other aromatic plants smell much better and are lovlier

whi le they are st i l1 in bloom, and most others also give of f  a much

more glor ious scent than when one snel ls the seed. or dist iL ls i t .

Thus this blossom is much more loveIy and glor ious,  artd higher in

strengthr power and vir tue than i ts metaI ."

I  asked: , , Is th is blossom also cal led the PRIMUM ENS, of  which

Theophrastus described so many wonders?tr

He answered: 'Y€s, but it is thus inproperly named and thought

of ,  for  the marcasi tes,  cobal ts,  etc.  are not the PRIMA ENTIA'  nor

is that which Theophrastus taught should be disti l led fron then

PER SUBIIMATIONEM DESTIIJ,ATIoNEM, for these are rather the beginn-

ing of the seed, which nay thus be called the III,TIMUIU EI{S SPIRITUAIE

METAILORI]M VEL MINERAIIUM. The PRIMW ENS itself , however, Lies

hidden; i t  is  the heavenly aether ia l  Fire,  which both contains i ts
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SUBJECfl M and is united with it. You must separate these from one
artother through something besides Sublimation, since through Sub-
lination you may only obtain the flower or bLossom of the metals
and ninerals, artd thereby only pluck it fborn its sten and take it
away from the weeds (that is, from the mountain) and fron other
impure things. Rather, you must f irst extract the PRIMUM EltS from
those things in which it rests more J-ightly and is nuch more easily
obtained than fron i ts metal .  For in these i t  is  st i l l  sof t ,  de1-
icate,  gent le,  extended, volat i le and pure,  whereas j .n a netal  i t
is  conpressed, hard,  coarse and f ixed. Sirni lar ly (as I  have already
nent ioned) you can at ta in the taste and lovely scent of  roses and
lavender through disti l l ing their blossoms as though through a
shorter path,  and your sense of  srneI l  wi l l  te l I  you that th is is
the best way to obtain it. And you can obtain this from their seeds
only wi th di f f icul ty,  s ince these are compact and compressed and
the LILTIMA MATERIA ROSARUM, it is to be understood in the same way
with metals. Thus in this spiritual and ULTIMO ENTE METAIIORIJM
(which is in the process of  turning i tsel f  into a seed) there is
contained great power,  which can easi ly be produced by neans of  the

Preparat ion (al though only wi th di f f icul ty f rom a metal) .  Note
this wel1.  Thus, when the blossom has completed i ts t ime, i t  c loses,
shrinks, grows smaller, turns into a body, and a metal grows from
it  (af ter  the seed has been previously provis ioned spir i tual ly by
heaven).  With th is Nature has f in ished her course, for  she cannot
take this seed higher, and in this way the metals and rninerals are
engendered, as you can see in the mountain on your Ief t . "

I asked further whether this heavenly Fire was the same in the
metals that are found in a pure state as in the others, for then
one could extract the Fire from the ninor metals just as well as

from the noblest ,  or  (which is easier)  of  their  PRIMO H{TE, and

save oneseLf a great expense.

He saidr ' I  to ld you before,  and you should have also understood
it dil igently, that the heaven or the heavenly firmamental Astra,
whenever a new conjunct ion r ises,  drawr ?s an at t ract ive mater i -a l
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(and yet as a f i re in comparis ion to the earth),  the l i fe f rom the
stars, and the l iving Fire. The awakening of this Fire transforms
itself then into the nature and forn of the firmament, or the form
that the f i rmanent has at t racted to i tseLf.  That is,  i f  the spir i t -
uaI  body is co1d, then this anina or f i re wi l l  be of  a cold nature.

For th is Fire is not subject  to any Complexions but rather i t  takes
on its nature according to that to which it comes. In the same
way other Conplexions are also engendered in the other conjunctions.

You should now understand fron this that the l ife is not the same,
nor l ikewise the natures thus, the more nbble a creature is,  the

more noble also is i ts l i fe or the heavenly Fire wi th in i t .

' I f  then, the spir i tual  body is crude, that  is ,  has i t  or ig in in

a crude star,  then i t  wi l l  a lso take a s in i lar  mater j .a l  to i tsel f .

From such a conjunct ion grow al l  sorts of  stone, gravel ,  quartz '

marble, grit and sand. This grit and sand is nothing but crushed

stone. These stones are thought of  as weeds among the mineral

stones, and grow continually with the good plants, often inpeding

or stopping their growth. This is why it is that conmonly the best

mines are found in the largest mountains, for anong the best plants

one of ten f inds the nost weeds. Sini lar ly,  when a t ree (a beech,

oak or any other kind) or any other plant gfows out of the earth

and rises in the air, then it branches grow strong artd separate

the air .  Such separat ion,  however,  cannot be seen by nen, al though

it can be recognized easily by their understand. The nineral plants

do exact ly the same. They spl i t  the earth,  heave i t  into the heights

drive it sideways and thus create mountains and valleys. For such

trees are large, powerful, artd strong, as is to be expected; for

if such a plant is to reach fron the center to the surface of the

earth, it must be large and thick, and, in addition, have great

power to extend itself. Now you know where the mountains come from,

and what is the cause of the vaIleys.

'However, this rnineral growth, in which all gems, minerals and

stones are formed, advances very sIowly, so that many believe that

i t  does not grow at  a l l ,  but  rather that  there is only a f low of
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Mercury through the Sulphuric veins, which coagulates and turns
into a netal .  However,  th is v iew is fa lse and contrary to GOD,
in view of His commandment to muItiply. Thus Mercury is not the
MAERIA of the netals, much less Sulphur. For Mercury has its ori-
gin in the pranet Mercury, and is a growth in the same, for quick-
si lver is engendered according to the conjunct ion of  Mercury wi th
the other planets, in the manner nentioned previously. Mercury
is the nost rnobile of the planets, and transforrns itself into the
nature of  each planet wi th which i t  stands in conjunct ion,  that  i .s,
af ter  i t  has been i -n the houses of  the Zodiac that i t  ru les.  For
i t  is  according to the planet that  doninates in a conjunct ion that
the metals are engendered, although they also take on the nature
of the planets that  are conjunct wi th i t .  Therefore,  nany di f fer-
ent var iet ies of  quicksi lver are foundr one is whi te,  another bluish,
one is gray,  another blackish,  one is s luggish and inert ,  another
swif t  and 1ive1y. Al though in i tsel f  i t  is  a complete netal ,  i t
is often and easily changeable. For just as Mercury can swift ly
change i tsel f  into the nature and qual i t ies of  the other planets,
so ean quicksi lver easi ly be transmuted and made into another meta1,
and especial ly when i t  has ar isen from a conjunct ion wi th a planet
into whose netal  i t  is  to be transformed, or t ransmuted. Thus, i f
Mercury is in conjunct ion wi th the sun, and is the ruler of  the
conjunct ion,  then a Mercur ia l  t ree is engendered, whose quieksi lver
has a spir i tual  solar seed withi t  i t .  Therefore such quicksi lver
may be easi ly t ransnuted into gold.  r t  is  thus also to be under-
stood with al l  the planets.  However one must be exper ienced in
order to know and recognize what each kind of quicksilver is good
for, so that one may make the proper transnutation. For if one
were to take the kind that has the nature of  s i lver,  or  of  another
metal, then one must f irst transforn it from that nature, and then
make it into gold, which requires great effort. For truly the rnas-
tery of a spirit cannot proceed by neans of a body, but rather this
must occur by means of a spirit which is more powerful and strong
than the spirit which one wants to master. Thus through luck, in
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your first attenpt you had a Mercury that had arisen fron the con-
junction of Mercury, the sun and mars, in which Mercury was the
ruler and dominated over the sun and nars. It was from this con-
junction that the quicksilver had grown, which you precipitated and
then turned into a higher netal. t lr€ effort was ninirnal, because
Mercury had dominated over the sun and mars, and thus you could
easily master it. However, if you had tried to transnute a differ-
ent kind, such as one with the nature of the moon and Jupiter, you
would not have been able to naster it unless you had conquered it
f irst with SPIRITU S0IIS. This you should have first considered
and thus I have unveiled your error and ignorance.

'The sort  of  Sulphur which is also said to generate the metals,
is (as was mentioned previously) not the sort that one buys and
sel ls,  but  rather the k ind that comes from heaven. I t  was cal led
Sulphur by the ancients, because of the heavenly Fire from the
stars 

' 
which dominated j.t. This kind is incombustible and incorr-

uptible. No netal can be made frorn the other Sulphur (without

the Art) ,  for  in i tsel f  i t  is  a pecul iar  growth,  and yet is gi f ted

with metal l ic  v i r tues,  which an Art ist  is  able to extract .  The
best of this kind is found in Arabia and Hrrngary, for they contain
the excrement of rubies, carbuncles and garnets. It is as red as
blood and transparent, but its preparation is truly not trivial.
In i tsel f  i t  has more the form than the raater ia l  of  metals,  for  the
naterj-als come fron the stars and are , as I have said, nothing but
the excrement of  the stars,  and indeed, of  many di f ferent species;
black, green, yeIlow, white and brown, according to the kind and
nature of the star. Thus you can now perceive that the ancients
erred concerning the generation of the metals, and that no one
und,erstood it as well as Hermes.

'Since the metals growras I have said., and have a beginning, it

follows that they must multiply themselves. But the ancients err

again, in that they pronounce that gold is eternal and i.mperishable.

No, that  is  fa1se, for  everything eontains both l i fe and death.

Therefore,  because gold has received 1i fe,  i t  has s inul taneous
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received death.  I f  th is were not sor then i t  could not be destroyed

by Nature alone, nor by means of the Art. But experience has shown
it  to be otherwise, as you have perceived yoursel f .  Thus gold and
every other thing in the world dies, has an end, and passes away.

Howeverr 3s I have said, since the ninerals grow slowly, they also
decline slowly. For everything that grows swift ly, also declines
swif t lyr  BS is to be seen with plants,  and also wi th Mars,  Jupi ter ,
Saturn artd Venus, for they are devoured and destroyed by rust, that
is,  by their  own embodied death.  You men, however,  because of
your short  l i fet ines,  cannot perceive the death of  gold,  and thus
you have always considered it to be innortal.

"However, it can never be provenr 4s many of you write, that gold

takes one thousand years to grow, and this is the refutation of
the th i rd error of  the ancients.  See, in Spain,  Ibance and I ta ly
the fruits grow sooner than in Poland, Sweden, Denmark and Germany,
and they grow even sooner in Arbia and India. Thus too, the min-
erals grow sooner j-n one place than in another, and yet each in one
sunmer, that is, in its own summer. For (as I have said) each thing
has its own sunmer and firmanent, and thus each netal is sown in

its springr grows in its sunmer, brings forth fruit in its autumn,
and in its wi-nter again decli.nes and passes away. Therefore no set
t ine can be assigned to a part icular th ing,  and, in regard to gold,
i t  developes at  var ious rates.

'Furthermore, I  must reject  yet  another error,  which is commit ted
by several men, who deem that one metal can be transformed into
another within the earth. This is false, for as l itt le as an apple-
tree can grow out of a pear-tree can gold cone frorn sil-ver in the
earth. Although certain plants can be grafted into others, what
comes of this is a special variety which cannot be found in Nature,

l ikewise, when silver i-s transplanted, IASUR comes from it, but

this is not go1d, nor any other kind of netal, but rather a pecul-

iar  species,  which nonetheless has more of  the nature of  s i . lver
than the qual i t ies of  the other netals.  Thusr on€ should ignore
such gross errors;  for  each of  the metals gfows by i tsel f ,  and none
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has anything to do with the others, just as no plant has any con-
nection with the others. Erren though aI1 of them come from the
same mater ia l ,  nemely,  the earth,  and the minerals al l  come fron
the corporeal water, nevertheless they do not have the same MATERIA
and form, and this must be kept in mind. '

I  spoke to the contraryr "But i t  is  evident,  in the f i rst  p lace,

that one can nonetheless produce gold and silver by neans of the
Art from ore that is poor in qualiff and often contains nothing
or only base metals. From this it can be inferred that such poor

metals and minerals may be transforned and turned into gold and

si lver.

" In the second place, i f  the netals should not be transmutable

into one another, then the Art of changing lead, t in, and copper

would not be possible,  because the Art  is  an imitator of  Nature,
and does nor can do nothing that Nature has not already done before
it. Thus Alchemy must be false and improper. ' l

He answered: 'That one can produce gold and silver from certain

ores which contain nei-ther gold nor silver, and even in which none

can be found through a test ,  is  t rue and possiblel  but  th is is not

to be understood as you think. For (as I have said) many poor plants
grow with the good plants that bear gold and silver, and are inter-

nixed among them, such as copper,  i ron,  t in,  lead, v i t r io l  and

antimony. These plants become mature sooner than the plants of
gold and si lver.  Thus they are also sooner corrupt ib le.  Therefore,
if one harvests the Venus and Mars or the Jupiter and Saturn ores

the flowers of the Sun and the Moon are often also contained or
found Ermong them, and also,  8t  t imes, the seeds.

"Thus i f  one tests th is in the ordinary way, there is somet imes

a sign of  gold,  which means that a seed is in i t .  But i f  only the

f lower is there,  then the resul t  is  negat ive,  for  the fLower does

not have the strength to withstand the powerful f irer BS does the

seed.

"But i f  one takes the ore and digests and matures i t  wi th hot,

corporeal  f ixed species that  are engendered from the conjunct ions
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of the sun, such as ant imony, v i t rS-ol ,  arseni .c,  etc.  then one ob-

tains a correct and powerful shower of blood. Since this not only
matures the immature go1d, but also transnutes the other inmature

netals, such as lead, t in, copper and iron, and turns then into
gold or silver while they are sti l l  in blossom, and thus easily
affected' they should be placed in an oven that is proper for them.
There the flower will be matured and mad.e enduring in a short time,
although Nature would have taken a long time on them, due to her
weak digestion. Thus such ores can very often now give forth their
spiritual, immature gold as mature, corporeal and fixedr BS I have
said,  and, indeed, much more of  i t  than Nature could have perfected.

Thus it is necessary to use dil igence, to j-nsure that one has the

correct  speeies for  maturat ion,  i f  possible,  that  k ind that has a
relation, in regard to its birth, with the sun and moonr or even

better, a golden sulphur, which contains the flowers of the sun,

for these are found to be very powerful and highly tinctured in
such sulphuric species. Furthermorer orr€ must be careful to digest

these properly and preserve a tempered heat, wh5.ch is not destruct-

i.ve, but rather natural and fostering of perfection; for, truIy,

if one wants to perfect the ore in great amounts, thj.s requires a
special dil igence and understanding. Many men have had great success

with smal l  tests,  but  none with larger quant i t ies,  because they
not only laid the ores improperly and too thickly upon one another,

cut it up too mueh and. exposed the flowers too much to the Iight,

but also because many were of the opinion that the digestion must
be more intense, and thus made the fire largerr so that in one
place the ore burned, and in another experienced no fire at all.
Therefore, j.t renained a conmon op€; indeed, at t imes more damage

than uti l i ty was the result. thereforer or1€ must pay attention

to th is.

But if one ore, however

more can be produced from
which is proper ly spoken,

contain the flowers of the

volati le it may be (for many think that

a volati le ore, than from a fixed one -
but not proper ly und.erstood) does not

sun or of  the moonr or does not obtain
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them by means of Addition, then one can cook it, roast it or fry
i t ,  however one wiI l ,  and one wi l l  s t i l l  f ind nei ther gold nor s i l -
ver, but rather only that metal which is proper to it and which
i t  contains.  Now you possess the doctr ine and instruct ion concern-
ing the maturation of the ores, in which the Art matures them just
as Nature does, and also, against and above Nature, tralsmutes the
netals by neans of human cunning and understanding, which Nature
cannot do, for she laeks hands and feet, and calurot bring widely
separated things togetherr BS a man carr.

rn the second placer vou ?re of  the opinion that,  s ince no metar
can transmute into another in the earth, it should follow that such
a transmutation is also not possible through the Art. But no, a
metal that is sti l I in the earth remains eonnected to its own stem
and has its own roots, its own nourishnent. As long as it renains
on its stem, it can take nothing from another rnetal or attract the
others nature to i tsel f .  But when i t  is  broken of f ,  and thus st i l l
desires nourishnent, and then obtaj.ns a flower of the sun or the
moon or some other metal (which is commonly in the l ight or in the
air) ,  i t  draws this eager ly to i tsel f .  This seed, which is a spir i t
of the same body, attracts it into its nature, and at t imes br5.ngs
i tsel f  to a better state,  Bt  t imes to a poorer,  as has also been
said of  the ores.  However,  there nust be digest ion present.

"But know that as soon as an ore is separated from its stem, it
has departed from Nature and no longer can either grow or come to
naturat ion wi thout the help of  men. Furthermore, i f  a netal  is
engendered in the same source as another, then they have one mother,

and yet the nother is purer in one rnetal than in another, for the

nobler the form, the nobler the mater ia l .  Therefore,  s ince their
are nany forms, there must be many materials.

'As the form, if i t is pure, removes the excrement from the im-

pure materials and purif ies them (and only thereafter engages in

a proper mixture,  f rom whieh a f ru i t  fo l lows),  so the Art  a lso acts

when one prepares a pure form and casts it upon an impure netal'

which is to say that this form separates the impure form and
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materials from the metal and its ITIATERIA. When this has occurred,
a correct  conjunct ion fo l lows, in which a pure metal  is  formed.

iBut if the forrn is exalted and subtler a's I have taught Vou,
and mult ip l ies i tsel f  by means of  i tsel f ,  then i t  is  so v i r tuous
and powerfuL, that  i t  does not need to reject  the nineral  excrement
either from the form or from the materials of the netals that are
inperfect, but rather it t inctures then all together, and renews
and rejuvinates them into the highest and best netal. Butr on the
other hand, if one nakes such a multiplying form from a lesser
netal 

'  
that is , from Jupiter or Saturrn, then this rnultiplies the

inperfection and excrementa within itself so greatly, and thus
becomes so powerful, that when such a form is cast upon a perfect
body or metal, it inparts its own i.npurity so intensely that it
can master even perfect bodies l ike gold or silver and turn then
to pure lead or t in. Through this you can now perceive the power

and strength of  Regenerat ion.

'Furthernore, since gems, metals and minerals have but one origin
(in regard to the ruother) one can make all sorts of gems from the

metals by means of the Preparation, if one has previously refined
and purif ied them. These gems are so great in power and virtue,

when the Preparation j-s subtle, that they are more powerful than

natural gems. Butr orr the other hand, if one, through preparation,

takes their nature from then, then one can make enduring metals

out of  them. For instancer on€.can make netal ,  and even gemst

from every sort of vitriol, antiurony, sulphur and salt, after it

has been prepared. Or,  on the other handr on€ can make vi t r io l ,

antimony, sulphur, salt from each rnetal. Nevertheless there is a

great difference to be found anong such things, for one can find

vi t r io l  of  Venus, v i t r io l  of  the Sun, of  Mars,  of  Saturn,  etc.  and

also ant imony of  Venus, art t imony of  the Sun, etcr .  and l ikewise

with sulphur and salt. And just as there are so many different

sorts of  minerals,  so is i t  the case with quicksi lver,  as I  have

nent ioned already.

'Now know further that it is possible to make a salt from each
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sort of gem' metal and nineraL, and to make a plant or a tree from
the sal t ,  though each according to i ts k ind.  Furthermorer on€ can
nake an aninal and sensitive beast from this plant or tree. Thus,
on the other hand r orr€ can na-ke a vegetable from every animal, a
sal t ,  sulphur,  v i t r io l ,  etc.  f rom every vegetable,  and further,  a
netal frour that, and finally all sorts of precious jewels. This
seems to ne a great thing, which few nen have nonetheless experien-
ced and perceived. You have seen one exaraple, nanely, that wine,
which is a vegetable growth,  has produced a sal t ,  which is considered
to be among the ninerals, and furthernore, that from this salt
cane Saturn.

iBut see, if you had thought about it, and pursued the matter
properlyr $ou could have gone further with this Saturn, and could
have made the Sun, the Moon, Mars,  Jupi ter ,  Mercury,  Venus, Saturn
etc, .  and f inal ly al l  sorts of  precious jewels.  Or,  i f  you had
proper ly desired so, you could have produced a TARTAR fron the sa1t,
and made a wine, made a grape from the wine, and a vine from the
grape, even to i ts or ig in.  Also,  i f  you had wished, Vou couldhave
made a di f ferent plant,  of  whatever k ind you had wished, f rom the

Saturn by means of its transposition, then an aninal of any kind,

and finally a man or homuncul-us (though it would have no eternal
soul) .  Now that you have heard what th is Art  is ,  and how i t  pro-

ceeds further, in a short t iure you can make vitriol of the Sun or
the Moon from vitriol of Venus, and also antimony of the Sun from

antimony of Saturn, and so orrr so that each thing turns into another,

according to your pleasure. You have now clearly learned from this

what the stars may bring about through their rays, and also what

this Art  which man has received from @D, is able to accompl ish.

I  could indeed, descr ibe i t  in much greater detai l '  but  rather

contemplate it yourself, and sharpen your wits thereby, for have I

not told you more than a1I the philosophers have told you? Yet

know that all things are possible for this Art, which mart has re-

cei.ved from GOD; it is far beyond Nature. The Art does not imitate

Nature,  as though i t  were her servant,  but  rather i t  ru les over
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Nature'  perfects her,  and accompl ishes things which i t  is  impossible
for Nature to do. Note that  man has the ent i re wor ldr  rndia,  spain,
and r ta ly,  at  h is disposal ,  and also the ent i re heaven. Thus, he
can nake in the nidnight lands that which Nature is only able to
make in the noon lands, and, again, that which Nature prod.uces at
sunrise, man can make at sunset, and vice versa. Thus, man can
bring a plant that grows in India into Norway, which Nature cannot
do, because of the fir"marnent. But nan can do it in concord with
the firmament. He can prepare the naterials from whatsoever he
wishes to prepare and complete, from stone or wood, and prepare
sueh a glor ious growth that Nature,  because of  the power,  v i r tue,
forn and nature of the sErme, wil l not be able to perceive it as
within her own resources.

"Thus man ean make Arabian gold in Germany, Sweden and Poland,
and Rhenish gold in Arabia.  None of  th is is possible for  Nature.

'However,  th is is der ived fron two sources. First ,  GOD has crea-
ted all things out of one thing, and has nade his Division fron
that so that they all have a relationship with one another. Thus
it is possible for a man to restore theur into one thing and to malce
another creature from this, l ike a potter, who makes whatever he
wishes out of  c lay.

'Secondly' man has been placed by GOD as a lord over everything.
For this reason knowledge has been given to him, that he rnay know
the virtue of all thingsr a's can be seen in the first man, who
dealt with everything according to its virtue. Thus spirits have
been ordained by GOD and have reeeived wisdom from Him, whereby
they nay reveal this to the nost excellent men, who have been chosen
for it, among whom the most outstanding was Soloman, who received

wisdom from GOD, which was given him through the nediation of the

spir i t .  In the end, however,  he abused i t .  Af ter  h im the greatest

has been ny friend Adolphus Magnus, who is both htown and unlmowh;

af ter him, Hermes, and, f inal ly,  Theophrastus.  Af ter these come

many others, but they were only jourrrey-men.

I asked who this Adolphus Magnus was.
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He saidr 'He was a n€un wise whose like nay not be found. I wil l
te11 you something of  h is deeds at  the end of  th is instruct ion,
but now I must proceed with what is nost inportant. I have told
you previously, and. also denonstrated and proven, that neither gold
nor any other metal has an eternal l i fe, but rather must die again,
that is, when it has fully attained its perfection, when it has
turned into or become a seed.

'When this seed has become fully mature, it sinks down again with
i ts plant '  orr  as most of ten happens, i t  fa l ls  of f  or  is  harvested.
If it sinks down with its plant, the sten returns to its earth and
fert i l izes i t .  The seed fal Is into i t ,  d ies in i t ,  and nul t ip l ies
itself. Then a new birth occursr 4s with the other plants. How-
ever in 101000 seeds i t  does not occur in one that i t  returrrs to
its PRIIIA MATERIA and to its earth, for the other plarrts that grow
next to it eonnonly exclude it imnediately. If i t is harvested,
then you have seen how men use it. But if i t falls off or is broken
off ,  then i t  must rot ,  for ,  due to the densi ty of  the earth,  i t
cannot return to the IIATRICAE from which it had its origin, that
is,  to the corporeal  water.  I f  the earth were as subt le as the
air, however, the seed could fall through it and return to its
or ig in,  just  as the seed that has fal len f rom a weed is not inpeded

by the air in reachi-ng the earth. Nevertheless if this were to falI

in a stony f ie ld,  then i t  too must rot ,  for  i t  cannot grow out of
stone. Thus aIso,  when, l ike th is seed, something fal1s into the
earth,  something else rnay'easi ly block i t ,  so that  i t  gets stuck,

and rots in the course of t i.ne. So if the earth were the mother
of the metals (as nany fantacists, anong which Aristotle was the

most notable, have pronounced) then one would not have to do very
nuch, for whereever the seed night fall, i t would soon return to

its origin or attain it Mercury, within which it would seed itself

and grow forth anew. Their fantastic belief has a fantastic con-

sequence, for as l itt le as a plant can grow in the air without

earth, so l itt l-e can a netal grow out of the earth, or out of common
quicksilver, even if one were to sow an entire wagon full. Not
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much needs to be said concerning thisi one can observe it every
day.

"it happens, however, that sone rays fron the stars falI and (if
they are otherwise of one nature) they nix with, enter into and
unite themselves with these netals, stones and minerals that have
fallen off , from which GAIvIMAHI arise. These imnediately penetrate
with this influence and, attain a signature from Nature. Thus nany
strange forms are found upon stones, wood, metals and gens, which
are not noticed, although there is no forur that does not have its
special manifestation and vlrtue. One should thus pay attention
to this. Know as well that no GAflIMAIII are born, unless its Subjeet
has come to an end and is dead, that  is ,  perfected, and has been
broken of f  f rom i ts stem, but is not yet  destroyed. For when i t
st i l l  is  connected to i ts sten, i t  is  green, has i ts own nurture
and noisture from its roots, and thus all Astra which attenpt to
enter i.t are driven off. But when it is broken off, then it is
d"y, porous and desirous of receiving energy. Thus as soon as the
Astra strike into it, they are retained by it, and immediately
obtain its si-gnature. However, no signature but its own can come
to the green ones, for growth does not allow it.

"Thus you have heard about the dying of ninerals, that these
cannot at ta in to nul t ip l icat ion,  for  the seed rots or is crushed,
is driven out by water, ground between mountains, and scattered.

From this comes gold dust and pure iron and copper, all of which
are seeds that have fallen off, But if the nultiplication of the
minerals were to proceed and ,be so l itt1e iurpeded as the nuttipli-
cation of the vegetables, then one would find as many netals, jewels

and varieties of minerals growing and prospering, as one finds
plants. But because the multipllcation is unsuccessfulr the abund-

ance of such fruits is cut short. Thus you have now heard how
animals, vegetables and minerals grow and rnultiply themselves 3 you

have also reeeived a sufficient account of the Art consi,dered in
general, that when in a short t ine, I feel that you wil l transform
yourself, and be silent about all of this, including what I have
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just  said,  and keep i t  secret ,  then r  wir l  explain i t  to you rN
sPEcrE, and explicate one thing after another, in order that you
nay know everything, and learn to recognize one thing as well as
the next. '

I replied: nI think you for this exceedi.ngly and wiII henceforth
deal more carefully and cautiously with these things than I have
before, but I also ask fervently that you also inforn me what the
steam and the vapour meant, which arose fron the conjunction of
the spiritual, corporeal and nineral in the center of the earth. ,,

At this he looked downward, and reflected a long tirne, and finally
saidr "You already have the whole forrndation of physics; wait for
the proper time and you shall have the rest. You can also perceive
from the words I have spoken enough to lorow what is yet to be under-
stood from this. '  However,  I  d id not relent,  but  p led as strongly
as possible,  unt i l  at  last ,  af ter  he had l is tened to ne a long whi le,
he saidr "I rely on your promise that you wil l not reveal this to
the unworthy, for otherwise the punishment shall apply twofold to
you. Know now, that this is the highest and most excellent element
of the entire figure. for by neans of this we may ad.vance frorn the
natural to the supernatural. However, f nust f irst give you a
prelininary instruetion.

" In the f i rst  p lace, you not only possess the conpar is ion of  the
animal, vegetable and mineral kingdoms with one another, which I
have inparted to you in the discussion of Transmutatj.onr but also
you nay learn to recognize through this the highest and the lowest.
For instance, the weakness of Nature in conparison with the Art,
for  i t  is  not  possible for  her to have the seed, Iet  a lone to pre-
pare it '  as a man can, who, by neans of the subtle operations and
high understanding of menr rnBV obtain the proper PRIMAM MATERIAM
II{ETA],!0RUM, and extract the heart fbom the center of the earth, not

to speak of attaining the eterrnal Fire-all of which is incredible
to the ignorant and the foolish.

'You have always thought that the destruction of the metals comes
from the SPIRITU VINI.  No, the SPIRITUS VINI cannot d.o th is,  i t  is
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too weak and impotent to carry out sueh an operation, for it would

be too gross that sonething combustible should master sonething
incombustible. But if the SPIRITUS VINI is transforned then it is
no longer SPIRITUS VINI, but rather something higher, and then it
can do this. But in regard to where this transformation should cone
fron, hnow that all vegetables and animals receive a particular

inferlor inpression and Influence, frorn the center of the earth,
and that they have concealed this within themselves, which inpression
is as subtle as the vision of the €V€, such that a nan cannot grasp
it. And yet it is a fire, and one can use dil igence to understand

it. Therefore, note it dil igently, and with great understanding.
You knowr ds I have said, that when I have united the invisible
Fire and the Life and the Movement with the sidereal stars by neans
of the attractive nature of the firmament, and thus that a spiritual
body has come fron the aetherial f ire and the astral ai.r, then after-
wards this first spiritual conjuncti.on i.s able to achieve transfor-
mation, that is, to the corporeal or mineral water, from which all
gems, ninerals and netals have their origin. fhle to the strength
of this spirit, a gpeat movement and trembling occurs (as you ca.rr

see in the figure), which makes the water warm and stearay, and makes
the best,  most subt le part  ( f rom which otherwise precious jewels

would grow) spiritual. Just as when water is warmed, the best part
escapes as stean and the rest ,  that  is ,  the coarsest part ,  resolves

i tsel f  again to water and fal ls to i ts or ig inr  so here alsor ohe
part will take on something from the Forru and the spiritual body
will transmute itself into the best precious stones, and its excre-

ment into the best metals, whereas the other part, which the Form
was not able to master,  steals on the gent lest  breezes of  the earth

into the heights, purges itself l ike water through sand, and leaves
al l  i ts  impur i t ies behind in the earth.  These, because of  their
weight, sink again in the ground to their origin, but the subtle

steam does not s lacken, for  because of  i ts  novement,  i t  is  ever

more d.riven, ever more impelled, and driven forth by means of the

earth and natural heat unti l i t has attained to the roots of the
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vegetable kingdom. And, since these are of an attractive nature
even without it (for they are always suckling the earth) tnis spirit-
ual-  stean seeps invis ib ly into the roots,  d istr ibutes i tsel f  through-
out the plant and unites with the nost delicate spirit of the plants.
Here it renains and is sustained by the fiery body of the spirit.
One plant is better and of a more attractive nature than another,
anong which, I recognize the grapevine as the nost excellent, for
arthough this is not of a strongly attractive nature, it is very
subtle and pure. Thus it suckles only the highest essence from
the steam, and rather a lot of it in comparison with other plants,
ignoring the inferour parts, which seep into the other plants.
Howeverr on€ part of the remaining steam that has not entered the
plants goes through the earth and enters nen and animals, which
also possess a l iv ing at t ract ive power,  and thus rests invis ib ly
in them.

'Now listen and open the ears of your understanding. If one takes
such pure vegetables or animals (al though none is to be rejeeted,
for though the steam is purer and more abundant in one than in
another, the 5.mpure can be made equal to the pure ) and by means
of subtle operations bring them to the point that the animal or
vegetable with the mineral spirit or steam is caught in a watery
body, and then separates the mineral spirit from it with great care
(for in comparision with other things there is very l itt le of it,
although it has a most exalted power, brighter and clearer than
day) then this spirit wil l bring the animal or vegetable essence
to the point  that  i t  is  the s€une as i t  ( i f  you so desire).  This
is the foundation of the entire Art, that the spirit of the veg-
etable or aninal should depart f lom its combustibil i ty, and become
inperishable or i.mmortal. This is the key that opens all doors,

and here you have the correct PRIIIAM MATERIAIU of gems and netals.
But if I consider it correctly, this is not. the PRMA MATERfA, but
rather the threefold extraction and essence fron the PRIlrlA MATERIA
of gems. Thereforer 1rou should praise and thank GOD the Most High
in Eternity that He has considered you worthy and has given you
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understandingr so that you night obtain the deepest things of the
earth for  your use.

"Hear further concerning the PRIMA MATERIAT when it has previously

been turned into a l iquid, and is unlocked by means of the incorn-
bustible (not the cotnmon) vegetable spirit, then you can dissolve
gold, silver, and all rninerals and gens in it, and rnelt them like
ice in warm water. You can destroy them, kil l  thern, and make them
new again; you can vislbly obtain the heavenly astral spirit (as a
lamp in which the eternal Fire and the power of the highest Star
of  Eternal  Yr l isdom dwel ls)  and see i t ,  grasp i t ,  feel  and sense i t ,
like an unconsuming fire, shining day and night beyond the radiance
of the sun, moon, stars,  garnets and al l  f i re.  You wi l l  perceive
all the power and perfection of the entire firnanent in it. May this
be a great thing to you, 0 you creature, that you can obtain the
highest thing, exalted over all the heavens and the deepest thing
in the earth by neans of the Art, and in a short t irne, whereas
Nature takes long to achieve it, and, due to its subti l i ty, cannot
hoLd a candle to you.

'If you now unite this super-heavenly unconsuming Fire, which is

higher than everything, with the nost highly purged body, which

is lower than everything, and nake one thing from these two red
and white glistening stars (by means of the Hermaphroditic Spirit,

created from two natures, that is, from heaven and earth, for which
reason it is white and blue, and has the correct diameter to bring
the two outernost poles together and to make a new circle from this

conjunction, which wil l endure through all Eternity-and of which

nuch nore could be said), then you wil l have the power of the highest
and lowest things. (l isten dil igently, for such matters are commun-
icated very rarely). In the first place, Vou have the soul from
the heart of the earths for, just as the heart is the noblest organ

in man, and yet is only a housing and seat for the soulr so this
corporeal water is the heart of the earth and contai.ns all the power

of the earth wi th in i t .  Just  as a seed in an apple contains the
whole apple and al l  of  i ts  power wi th in i tsel f  ( for  a t ree and an
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apple can again cone fron this seed, but fron the apple without

the seed nothing can come) so is this water fuII of all power and
virtue and the tife of the entire earth. However, Vou should not
take this,  but  rather sonething higher,  nanely,  i ts  soul ,  i ts  spir i t ,
not the soul from which the metals ariser rro, but rather the cor-
poreal soul, which comes fron the body of the garnet. Here in the
vegetable kingdom you have the pure soul of the garnet; not its body,
for this cannot rise far enough, but rather its soul, I say. But
from this soul you should take the other, indeed, the third soul,
which comes about by means of subtle preparation and purgation,
which you lmow in part, but have not yet fully brought to conplet-

ion. This soul is pure, white and crystall ine, such that nothing
on earth is comparable to it. This is your MATERIA.

But now also hear concerning the Form. In heaven the highest
planet is the sun, through which all creatures are sustained. But

this sun (as I  have said before) would be nothing and dead, i f  i t
were not kindled by the eternal Fire and thus were not a lanp of

th is,  through which the other stars f i rst  receive their  radianee.

Now Nature takes the seed from the sun, in which the eternal- l ight

or Fire is concealed. Fron this seed there grow forth garnets,

rubies and gold. Since you cannot obtain garnets, Vou should use
goId. Extract the l ife and the seed from this and prepare it so

that it is the same as a garnet. Observe now that a soul is separat-

ing from its other body. Persue this, carry out the second and

third Separation, and there wil l no longer be a garnet, but rather
something comparable to it as gold is conparable to leads a tiny

heavenly f i rer  pur€,  del icate and clear.  See, th is is the f inal

Separation, and this you must sti l l  learn. Now what has become

of those men who pronounce that the Art follows Nature? No, the

Art is the master, and not Nature. She may not hold her head high,

but rather must be ashaned of her works, for she can never prepare

this MATERIA and this Form as high as the Art c8rr. She carr never
make this Fire so pure, and the center of the earth even less so.

Thus Hermes has correctly written as I translate it, that this is
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the glory of the entire world, which strengthens the strength of
the strongest, and the nastery of all subtle things. Behold, with
this you nay cure all vegetables, nake all unfruitful trees fruit-

ful, and, turn winter to sumner and. summer to winter. That is, in

winter you can have all the plants which are otherwise only provided

by summer. Indeedr $ou can nake a tree bear fruit f ive or six t imes

in a yeari you can nake a good plant from a bad one, a yound fresh

tree from an o1d rotten one, a bitter apple sweet, turn pears to

cherries, and cherries again to pears, a.nd thus transforn aII plants

and trees into one another.

"In the second p1ace, Vou can turn all inperfect metals i.nto good

ones, that  is ,  into garnets,  rubies,  emeralds,  pear ls,  etc. ,  or

to gold and silver, and 5.ndeed, into so many of these, that you

are not able to express the anount. For one part wil l t incture

not merely ten thousand parts, but rather several hundred thousand

parts, and this by means of nultiplication.

" In the th i rd place, Vou can l iberate men fron al l  d iseases,

turn an old man into a young one, and make a healthy man from a

sick one. You can transform the nind and thoughts of men, and make

the most pious man from the wickedest knave. And whatever you

might think of all of this, it is not great but rather insignificant

in comparj-sion with what follows, for the words of Hermes have not

yet been sufficiently explicated.

'! isten, for now we wil l advance to the supernatural. This is

the key to open heaven and earth, that you may enter into the highest

firmarnent of heaven, into the center of the earth, and into the

depths of the oeean. You can see through every mountainr valIey'

leaf ,  grass,  animal,  man, ete. l  and in short  through everything'

as though you were looking through a piece of g1ass. You can learn

the characteristics of everything, for everything hidden wil l be

revealed to you, everything wil l humble itself before you. You

will be capable of everythings you will master heaven artd earth;

all spirits wil l be obedient to you, they wil l have to serve you

and do your wilt. You cart also come to know everything, both
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present and future (as mueh as GOD permits), which mezms you can
create the world and receive the power of the same. However this
nay seem, it is lmowable, for It is nagic and supernatural. As
I have al-ready said, when you are granted the success of attaining
the eonpletion of the natural, then you nay go on to experience
the superrratural. Thus you now possess what I have taught your atd,
considering how poorly you have deart wlth it before, guard your-
self aga5.nst this, and be warned. '

After I had considered and contemplated aIt these matters, and had
also l istened dil igently to his abuse, which had lasted a long ti.me,
it seemed to me that r stood upon a thorrr or a sharp stone, and
saw these vi.si-ons in a deep valley. Then I heard somethi.ng rustl ing
behS.nd ner as though someone were wearing a silken garment. Sud.denly
r grew afraid and looked behind ne. There appeared an old ice-
grey nan with a long beard that reached. to his be1t. He was wearing
a long black garment, In one hand he held a compass, in the other
a carpenterrs square. As he went wordlessly past ne, toward the
ball '  he grew ever taller and larger, unti l the ball reached only
to his belt (although it was really higher than a house) and his
head reached to the Sun. Then he set his compass j-n the center and
circumscribed the ballr so that it became perfectly round. After
this, h€ plaeed his compass on the carpenterrs square, and spoke.
I'It is one times three nultiplied by itself., '  Then he placed the
compass again on the top of the ball and measured the distance flom
this to the firnament, and again fbom the fi.rmament to the highest
star. He cried with a terrible voi.ce, "This is one out of four
separated by the three. " Next he drew two lines flon the uppernost
star to the balI, such that they intersected one anotherr so that a
triangle was formed. After this he made a quadrangle fbon the center
with the compass, such that one corner was at the center of the ba11,
and a white dove sat on the opposite corner, whi.ch he called the
Spirit of the Conjunctions and the VMI'ACAIIONIS. But the two
remaining corners were united with the two corners of the triangle.
Then a flane of fire shot forth to the lines made by the triangle
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and, remained there. Up fbom below there came a white glistening
star, whose rays spread. outward,s and intermingled in the rniddle
of the quad.rangle. This star grew blood-red and shined so brightly
that I could not l-ook directly at it, It had a threefold ci.rcle or
hal-o arowrd. it, the innermost rlng golden-yelIow, the second red.,
and the third blood-red. The Ught flon this star grew so intense
and' powerflrl that the uppernost Star, srd the Sun and the Moon of
the firnament lost their radiance and turned blood-red. Likewise
the earth lost lts greennessr End ever5rthing hrrned red, for a fire
shot forth fbom the star, which burned up the baII together with
the entire firnarnent, so that nothing nore remained., neithep Swrr
nor Moonr nor anything in heaven or on earth. After this the star
split in twor li-ke a ni.rror or a rowrd disk, and a new ball appeared.
in it. llhis was bright and transparent and green as an enerald.
Above it stood. the sun, also transparent and very bright, indeed,
mtrch brighter than it had shined before. The entire firuament
was there as well, but it did not revolve. Then the old man cried
"haise be to GOD, for Evil has now been suppressed., and Truth has
agai-n been revealed. Delightl you children of lightl the darhress
has an end, The Sun shall never set again, but rather it sha1l
shine on you fbom Eternity to Eternity, and shall never nore be
d.arkened. " And then he vanished.

Then the PRINCIPAL said to ner 'Obsernre and. note this figure wel1,
which for you is the neaning of the entire Work. In this the whole
Secret of Secrets risides, in natural as wel1 as supernatural things,
which are not possible for men to comprehend. But if you are pious
and have faith in GOD, then you wilr master alr of thls. '' The
PRINCIPAL spoke furtherr 'Until now you have learned what the Art
is capable of beyond Nature, Now let us see what the SUMMUilI ARCAI{UM
is, that is, the LAPIS PIUInSOPHORI'M. Then you wiJ-I see hereafter
how far from the mark and the niddle point the ordinarlr philosophers
have shot, although they have written nany large books about it,
which some of them i.n our tine often cannot understand themselves,
and yet stilI attenpt to translate into German, Therefore, nay you
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and everyone else cone here, I sayr everyone; here you shall f ind

the true for:nd.ation, and fbom it learn better to understand the

other writings of philosophy. tr

I asked: "What then is the LAPIS PHILOS0PHICUS, 
"ild 

what is its

fowrdation?" He answeredr 'fhe I"APIS PHIIOSOPHORUM is a micrososm,

created through Regeneration or rebearth, in which the perfected

essence of the uppermost and the undermost stars has found its

placer BS in the center. For one part of it is talen fbom the high-

est vitalizing center of heaven, which is its super-heavenly light

and inconprehensible fire, through which the heaven, stars, planets

and all elenents have their life-light, movement, power and end.urance.

The other part however, comes fron the undernost, purest transparent

center of the earth, which is a corporeal water, and inparts l i fet

power and efficacy to the earth.
rrlf these two widely separated. centers (from which aII the powers

of the world flow) are joined together through the Art by neans

of the spiritual IIERMAPIIRODINUIU or heavenly DIAIT{ETRUM and nnited

with one another then fron them the Stone of the Wise is Conpowrded

(as soul, body and spirit), in which the highest and. lowest powers

of heaven and. earth are enclosed and conprehended. For this reasont

because of its nature, it nay be called the tnre, regenerated. and

reborn Mierocosm, and, as a PLUSQUAM PERFECflTM, or more than perfect

being, which rules the entire world., it nay also properly be called

the lord of the Macrocosm, or the greater Tforld. For it is an ex-

alted and excellent lvlystery of the world, whose body, soul and spirit

are purely purged and regenerated AI{IItlAEr or rather QUINTAE ESSENIIA.E,

taXen fbom the center of the hearts of the highest and lowest worlds'

in consideration of which its body is an AI{IIVIA or QUINIA ESSENTIA'

as likewise its soul and spirit are, according to the nature of

each, which have been purified for the third tine to the highest

degree and separated from their cornrptibiJ.ity. Therefore r its

body is the center or the AI{IMA EX CORDE TERRAE VEL CORP0RAI'IS

AQUAE, whereas its soul is the CffTRUM AI{IMAE from the highest
eternal Light, and its spirit is the CENTRUM AI,IIIUAE fYom the firm-

amental agd astral Spirit.
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If one desires to attain these exalted. and great powers, then the
ULTIMA MAIERIA I"APIDIS must be resolved IN PRIMAM and be brought
through Generation to its perfection, For the IUATERIA which is
prepared only through cotmon solution and coagulation does not be-
long to this work, because this j.s no Regeneration, but only a Prrr-
gati.onr through which the body is washed clean, to a certain degree,

like a clothr but nevertheless remains in its old being and state,
stil1 subject to cornrption and inpotence. therefore another So1-

ution is required, here, indeed, a water so divine a1d inperi.shable,

that it can master the Elenents and rtrle over them. trbon this the
vegetables and minerals are engendered, as fbom the PRIilIA IiIATERIA.
It enters their innermost center, seeks their life, and separates
it by neans of its powers from the other d.ead. organs, putrefies it,
brings it fron potential to action, and then a€ajrr vegetates and
vivifies the d.ead body, and writes it with its soul and sp5.rit,

through which their Life and their powers increase greatly, and.
finalLy attain their first trrre perfectlon. For only when the body
is robbed of its soul by the spirit, and these two are purified
and then again joined together and r.rnited, does that which before
was d.ead become a regenerated,, new and vitalizing body, which then
resurrects in all clarity, snow-whi.te and clearr Do longer subject
to cornrption and nortalitSr, but rather an i.rmortal, psychical,
divine and clarified body, which brings forth nanifold finrit with
great virtues and, powers. Owing to its causes, this Regeneration

is nothing other than a separation of cornrpt5.on and a restitution
of inperishability, a removal of death and a restoration of J-ife,
an aboliti.on of the elemental- and a replacement of the divine powers,
and finally an extirpation of Evil and an awaIening of the good

and advantageous being, Lndeed, a death and dying of the reigning
unfbuitfirl elements and the life of the repressed, innortaL, divine
night and strength, Fopr as before in the old, natural body only
corrrrption, death and the irupure CORPUS had doninion and power, and
oppressed both the soul and the spirit, usurping their power; thus
in the new-borrr body, clarified to righteousness through this power,
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doninj-on is restored and given again to the soul and the spirit,
in which the Life dweIls. These two illrrninate and ennoble the
body, and nate it like then in gIory, dignity, power and night to
the extent that henceforth the three nrle sinultaneously with one
anotherr and d,emonstrate and nanifest their great deed.s and power.

'Such is the rebirth of a new, spiritual and tenpered being, an
enduringr spiritual, psychicaL and super-heavenly night, arr iunortal
and inperishable power, which far surpasses the oJ.d being, and is
al-so no longer subject to Nature, but is grounded and exalted. over
her to the extent that, through Regenerat5.on, new virtues and a
new all-powerfirJ. eternal Life will be introduced. That is, although
the body was previousl-y inert, coarse, inpure, dark, cornrptible,
weak and inpotent, througfu Regeneration it will become like the
soul and spiritl vital, volatile, l-ight, penetrating, pure, subtle
and cleart full of power and night, inunortal, incorrruptible, potent
and active, in order to turn iuperfection to perfection and thus
to sustain it. fherefore, Regeneration consists of three operations,

DFirst' i.n the kiLling of the body3 that is, when it is resolved
into PRIJUAM MATERIAJU and made like this, that is, vegetated., and the
vrREs that sleeps in it is awakened and brought to activitys in
addition to which its soul and spirit are taken fborn lt by means
of Generation. Secondly, irl the purification of the body and the
spirit; that is, when the exterrnaL, irpure, corruptible el-ements
are removed fron them, and on the other hand, the internat, invisible,
hidden, incornrptible and divine elements are given to them.

nThirdlyr in the conjwrction, when the ptrre soul and spirit are
poured again into the pure body, which is thereby brought to lifeo
and the three are writed with one another, clarified, and mad.e
enduring and equal-ly powerfirl. Thus Hermes has said,, rAufer ei
ani.na:n et redde ei Animan. r in which, along with his rSolve et
coagular he has comprehend.ed the whole nethod of the philosophical
Work.

nThe reason for Regeneration is that because the Lord GOD cursed
the earth, that is, the elemental, corporeal and undermost part of
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the world, due to the terrible fall of ADAE' and Subjected it to

cornrption, neither the vegetable nor the nineral kingdonl rlor
also the animal kingdon, could a€ain attain their original happy

state and powerful natrrre without it, and nuch less could they

achieve their lost perfection.

"And since the philosophical Regenerati.on is nothing but a pur-

gation and separation of the good fron the bads that tsr of the

soul, the highest part, within which there is life, BrId then the

spirit, and. finally the body, which is d.ead in conparison with the

other two; thus r the soul as wel-l as the spirit and the body mrst

have previously been separated. from their cornrptible nature, so

that subsequentJ-y these three may becone pure AI'lIItlAE or QUINTAE
ESSEITIAE in the philosophlcal Work, For if one gives a body (of

whatever nattrre one will ) to the regenerated AI'IIIUAE (yet understand

that the body must have a SYMBOLUM with the saru€ AtlilA, for other-

wise arrything at alL could come from anything at all-) then the body

uust be in accord. with the AI'IiltlAE and not the AI.III{A with the body.
The reason for this is that the life in the AI{IMA becomes an ever-

enduring life when it is regenerated, and the oltl body in itsetf

is dead by contrast. Therefore, the body must be in accord with

the AI{IIIAET aIId. thus alives indeed.' it nrst become an AI{II'{A when
judged against its o1d conditionr so that this should not be called

a body that one can see, tnrt rather the hidden thing that is brought

forth fron the same, and is introduced into sublimation by means

of the spiritr so that in contrast to the common body it is said

to have become a corporeaL spirit. Thus too, when we speah of a

spirit that is regeneratedr' it is no longer a cotmon spiritr but

rather has become a psychical incornrptible spirit. And, in summa,

the entire phiS.osophicaL Ylork is nothing other than the creation

of a new heaven and a new earth, in which the heaven is d,rawn down-

ward and the earth is lifted above itself, rai-sed into the heights

and set in the place of heaven, so that this proceed.s in a l ike

manner to how the Lord. GOD acted in the creation of the World.

'For in the beginning, when the Lord GOD created. heaven and earth,

LL?.



everything was merely a water, which was the PRIMA MATERIA, in
which heaven and earth with their entire host were comprehended,
together with the abyss of the earth, through which they were surr-
or.mded with darhess, void and nade deep without power or rife.
For this reason Denocritus was perhaps led to constitute his ATOMOS
as a watery vapor, smoke or resolved water PRO PRINCIPIIS RffiUIU.
Above this water, which is the purest and best part, the Spirit

of GOD, which is an imperishable fire and life, hovered, and pre-
serrred the same. Btrt he forsook the abyss of the earth, which is
the nost unsuitable and dead put, and drew the powers of light and
life only fbom the earth into the water, so that even in the beginn-
fug, through the Spirit of G0D, a separation occured. in the Solut-
ion and hrtrefaction. Thus the Spirit of GOD surrounded only the
water, that is, the uppermost, nost powerfirl and best part, and
enclosed it with His alnighty power, but left the impotent and dead
part lying in the abyss of darhress. Since one essence and life
is comprehended i-n this Solution of all creatures, the Spir it of
GOD1 Like a hen, with her chicks, properly Looked after it and cov-
ered. it with the wings of its alnighty fi:uitfirLness, and strength-
ened and natured it for the increase of its perfect f.ight of life.
since, through the spirit of G0D, everxrthing was natured in this
Solution and Putrefactionr srd apportioned to its perfect and effic-
acious state of life, there followed a tnre essential Separation;
that is, in that GOD, by means of the cornrnand of His alnighty Word,
first separated the most clear, most subtle, most powerftrl and most
purified water, which surpasses the clarity and radiance of al-L
crystalsr and call-ed this, because of its incomprehensible radiance
and ine:rpressible clarityr the Light. But it could also be called
the first water, whieh, among all creatures, is the perfect power
and afficacy, j.ndeed., a living source of all being, in whose flow
everything bathes, sustains and refbeshes itseLf . Therefore it is
also the Forur the ACTIO and the undermost water of aLL things, and
additionally received the first and highest place beside GOD, thro-
ugh whose i.nfluence the heaven, stars, planets, all elenents and
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inferiour bod.ies are sustai:red with their powers and, movenents.
Out of this Light there followed other Separations, in the order
of theLr exaltation, which were ordained by GOD for the creation

of the angels, the souls, &nd then for the preseryation of the

lower world. This light is also called the COELIIM EMPYREIJM or
VMFICUM as well as the MIINDUS SUPERIOR \IEL INVISIBILIS.

Without doubt Plato perce5.ved his ld.eas in this, since the entire

visible world ls comprehended. by itr a's W the highest creature,
aecord.ing to the will of GOD.

nAfter this there folLows the second Separation, that is, the

threefoLd sundering or the three distinctions of the upper, nidd.le

and lower water, which signify the soul, spirit and body, where

a3-1 three, in a spiritual and ine:rpressibLe marrner, are couprehend.ed

in the light, or the first Water. For through the comand of the
Word of GOD, at each stage the nost cl-ear and subtle water goes

forth from the Light or first water to its proper pJ.ace, until

finaLly the r.mdermost, wealrest and coarsest water remains in the

und.ermost region, as the body, after which each of these waters

a€ain attains its ex6 Separati.on. The uppermost water j-s the invis-

ible COELUM CI{RYSTALLII{UM, which is counted. a II{AIIERIA in contrast

to the Light, and in which as in wax, the INFITIB,ITIAE LUCIS ilUMOR-

TAIIS ET VfVIFICAE iuprint, inform and inpress themselves as in a

model. Thus, this is a type and inpression of the Light or first

fiery waterr in which the AI{IMAE of aII creatures, that isr of aLl

births fbon the Light after the angel-s, show forth their light and

their power. The nanifold IUpnESSIONES AI{IMARUIU result fbon this
in tne aane wayr for which reason it nay be caLled the COEI,UM AI{I-
MARUM, since this uppermost water is a SCAITIRGIO and living weLl-

spring of all soul,s, which are inparted. variously with their gifts

and grad.ations to the undermost cor?oreal elements, flowing into

then like a spiritual, living water. Thus, in the Hebraic langudgat

the heaven i.s called'f ire-waterr, fbom ISH and MAJIM, that is,
S}IAMAJIM.
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rrfhe middle water is divided through this Separation into the

visible heaven, that is, into the 0RBES PLAI,IETARUM and the firma-

ment or PRIMUM MOBILE, fYom each of which thereafter first their

ESSENTIA, that is, the seven pJ.anets and the uncowrtable stars,

are separated and discharged, and then again placed back in thent

where they are united and bound to their 0RBIBUS and PROPRIUS lnR-

IBUS. This nicldle waterr or ORBES SYDERUM with all its stars is of

the nature of a medium, having the qualities of both the soul and

the spirit, accord.ing to the nature of the SPIRITITS concealed in

it. Therefore, when the upper and the lower water is separated in

Genesis 1, a partition is placed between then by G0D, in ord.er that

through this the Light or upper water could be united with the lower

cor?oreal water, si.nee the soul could never be like the body without

the splrit. Thusr the vivifling Iupressions of the tight or upper

water first enter into the niddle water, which is of both a corpor-

ea1 and a spiritual nature, with which the spiritual body is suf-

fused, which finally Lets its nature and qualities flow into the

Lower water, and thus bestows upon it a harnonious body. Thus the

spirit is rin invisible water concealecl in the visible, and the

soul is a fiery incorprehensible water couprehended. in the spi.ritt

that is, in the irnvisibl-e water.

"Ihe lower water is coryoreal and is subdivided into the four
E].ernents, each of which ls ftrrther divided lnto vegetables and

ani-mals. ID comparS.son with lightr fire is only a water, and thus

the pr.rre earth was al-so in the Solution, and was a water, but in

this case a coagulated water. It was clear, d,iaphonous and radiantly

wrsullied before the FalL of ADAE, irnnaollate and firll of power,

life and souL. Even after the cornrption it stilI has a cotporeal,
pure, potent water concealed in it, tnrt in external appearance it

is noth5ng now but a coagrrJ.ated, iupure, d,ark water. For after
the FalI the lower waters, within which the uppermost, lnmortal
powers had been d.eposited., and, were lnnediateJ.y carrght and permeated,

were subjected to the curse and corruption, and inclividually aff-

licted with d.eath. He, who lorows correctly, how to separate and
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disjoin this' that is, the immortal part from the mortaL and corr-
uptible part, and how to restore the incornrptibLe part to its old
condition and essence, initates GOD, and has won.

1. Three sorts of forms and, naterials come flon this, three sorts
of activity and passivity, three sorts of souI, spirit and bod,y,
also three sorts of means of the upper, niddJ.e and lower, and, as
a consequencer three sorts of Separations and Irnfluences.

2. Note that such purification nrst tatre place by neans of Sep-
arati.on and removal of the inprrre flom the pure, that is, when the
extraneous materials and forms and the lqrure elements are d.issolved
and talren away fbom the internal ESSENTIAE.

3. Note that since the earth was in the Solution, only this should
be sought, but the dark at6rss, that is, the cursed. earth, shourd
be forsalcen and only the J.iving earth be puri,fied with its spS.ritual
water.

4. Note that the all-highest and purest nay not be writecl with
the al-l-lowest and inpurest without the existearce of the nid&Le.

5. Note that, since the best and highest part of the water is
spiritual-r and has ventured above itsel-f and hovers in the heights,
thus our Artificial water is to be nade voLatile and spiritual,
which can easi.ly occur, because the Irord GOD began by introducing
the PRIIvIAM MATERIAIYI of the world into water, and out of this took
the purest creatures, according to their order, For in the beginn_
ing no creature was 5.npure, because in GoD they were all good, that
is, beautiftrl, IoveJ.y, clearr pure, usef\rl, flrrL of powerl l ife,
virttre and f?uitfrrlness. Therefore, a1l creatures had a relation-
ship, a fr-owing and outpour5ng, wlth one anothers as they stilL
have, and thus can easil.y be transuuted into one another.

iTherefore the IIoJ.y Ghost calls aLl creatures water, arrd funda-
nentalJ.y they are only water. This is also the reason that a].l
d.issolved bodies nay better be rnastered, resoJ_ved, purifiedr urited
with one another and restored to their first state. For without
water' nothing can be purified and attain to its original perfect
essence.
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'However, since f have spoken of nany sorts of water herer orre
strst harmoneousl-y rrnderstand what the correct water in our Work

is, and lmow how to use it. fhe philosopher utrst folLow the nrles
and regulations of the lbly Ghost in his philosophical Work, Errd
restore each body to 5.ts proper Solution and first essence, that is,
twrr it into the water from which i.t arose and was engendered.
However, this water nust not be coruon, el-emental or corrctrptible
water, tut rather the n5.ddle, fhritnrl, incorrrrptible water, the
sort of water that the spirit rrrles, which ls nutual in essence,
Life and powers wlth the upper and with the Lower worId, that is,
which bears something of the nature and quaLities not only of the
Light and uppermost worJ-d,, but also of the J-ower, eLenental water.
It is Like a SEQUESTER' intermed.lary and spokesman' which is im-
partS.al and inclined to alL parties, and also can adapt itself to
the nafirre of each and talre on the perfect essence of each.

"In the second. place, just as this microcosmic Solution had stood
for a time while the hovering Spirit of GOD matured it, in order
that one part couLd. separate fron the other, thus aLso the philo-
sophical Solution utrst be allowed to putrefy and be nastered. by
its warm and moist spirit, and thus be corrr.rpted., so that the body
may be made spiritual by the spirit that hovers in and over it, and.
so too that body, soul and spirit properly separate and be divided
from one another.

Dh the thirf placer just as ln the l{aturation of the water, the
Lord GOD wrdertook the Separation and divided it into forrr parts,
na-nely, into the Light and the upper, niddle and lower waters, in
which the enti.re upper and Lower world is couprehended and upon
which it is founded., as ln four principJ-e parts, and flom which
everlrthing that Lives springs forth as fbom a wellspringl thus also
the philosopher mrst clivide his entire Work into four parts, as the
nain piJ-Lers of hj.s Artistical buiLding, that is, into the Light,
and the upper, niddl-e and lower water, and separate or d.ivide these
from one another.

rrThe light is the Foror the f.iving water and the efficacious power
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and the burning radiance of the souls, or the super-heavenl-y incon-
prehensibLe fi.re,

ilBut the upper water is the MATERIA or the aetherial body of the
sou1s, their vessel and seatr or the two insensitive breezes, through
whose conjwrction and influence a rad.iant, clear, crystalJ-ine super-
heaven3.y ESSENTIA, that is, souI, comes to be.

'Ihe niddle water is counted, a form in contrast to the lower water,
but a naterj.al in contrast to the upper water, This is the spirit,
which ls the body of the souls, but aLso the living power, forn and
essence of the Lower cor?oreal water, through which this uust be
mastered.r purified and made spiritual. For the spirit is a living
water and the tnre AQUA vrTAE, in which the upper Light lies with
its crystalline water. Through it the body, that is, the lower
water, is illuninated and cLarified and its previousl-y oppressed
Life, which was as dead, is now first properly awakened, croumed
with corrplete power and glory, and cLarifi.ed.

rrThe Lower water is the body and the tme MATERIA, in which all
of the upper powers lie according to their proper neasure. Thus
it is a centerr orr which the Forn has its eyes, and which it des5.res,
and into which the invisible outpouring of alr the upper waters
flowr as into a 1ake, in which they are made enduring and remain
fixed,

rBut because the lower elemental water, due to the sin committed
by Adam, had to depart from its first state, and came from its purity
into the greatest impurity, thus arl inferiour nixed bodies, to-
gether with their souls and spirits are covered and sulLied to thei.r-:
innermost being by the curse of iqrurity. If these partsr the sou1,
the spirit and the body, are to be delivered again fbon inpurity and
restored to thei-r originall pur€ and powerfrrl state, then they rrust
be disjoined, divided from one another, separated several times,
putrified fbom their iupurities, and thereafter each specially again
restored,' that is, first purified and then nade like their first
essencer ind.eed.r more glorious than before. IVloses calls this build-
ing and preserving paradise. Such a body then brings forth many
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hrrrdredfold., D?Vr thousandfol-d fruit, for it is heavenly, spiritual

and fuIl of souls, and is nothing other than an extract of the
powers of the light and all of its various waters, indeed, an abyss

firlL of aLl powers. It is a pregnant body which bears innunerable

beautiful glorious children, and renains continually pregpant and

thus incLined to give birth at any moment, for it has received. the

upper and the lower seeds without number and neasure for its nulti-

pl.ication. Therefore lt is now incljned to give and not to taIe,

and in it heaven and earth have become one thing.

"In such a narrner, then, the LAPIS PHIIOSOPHORUM is aniUarqil.lio.

and compilation of everlrthing that is in heaven and earth, but
rather a ful-l compend.ium of the world and an unfathonable la.ke, in
which the upper and the lower life have poured through its channels
and Influences, a regenerated microcosm, and the center which is

established between the highest and the lowest, which draws the two
powers into itself, as the tnre phiJ-osophical lodestone, which has

taten the perfection of such essences into itself to llluminate and
clarify the other bod,ies. Finally it is the band of marital duty,

of the heavenly man and the earthly woman, who are bound. to one
another in inseparable love and gifted with incalculable fi.uitful-
ness. AMEN.

SOI,I DEO GIORIA
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F()URTH PART

WARNING, INSTRUCTION AND DEMONSTRATION

Against all those who falsely and sinisterly persuade thernselves
and others, and undertalce to prepare and marrufactrrre per se and
in short tiure the AURUM POTABILE without the process, preparatj.on
and tincture of the UNIVERSAIS LAPIDIS PHIIOS0PHICI.

Briefly d.escribed and published by a stardent of the Work of Tfisdom,

for the good of the Sons of the Doctrine.

PRSFACE TO THE FAVORED READER

In this last age of the world and these troubled and highly diffic-
ult timesr it is unfortwrately fowrd. in work and deed,s how severely
and thirstily this divine and nost precious gift, this most tnre
WriVErSal mEdicine SPAGYT,ICAE ARTIS ET PHIIOSOPHIAE AIIEPTAE is
despised and oppressed by the Enerny of Tnrth by neans of his instnr-
ments through hater errW and nockerTr. Yet in this aloner the MAGNUM
COIUp0SITUM of the upper and lower spheres, power and abiliff, includ-
ing and couprehending the various qualities of all the elenents
SUB UNARIO NUMERO CABAIISTIC0 rests in simplieiff and can be found;
which preserrres victory and pre-eninence in al.L diseases and cares
before alL other ned,icati.ons, in honor and praise of G0D, Who created
it; and from which alone the correct, pure, most delicious and tnrest
AURUM POTABTTE PURPUMTUM has its origin and may be preserved,,
which is for new birth and regenerated being and was caLLed Ambrosia
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and Nectar by the ancients. For the benefit of 16r beloved and
renowned. Fatherland, in which once the ADEPTA PHIIOSOPHIA, which
exa-mines the secrets of nature, flourished, greatly. Now it is sought
again through divine destiny and PER DfVINARUM ET HUMANARUM RERUIVI
PERSCRUTATORES to bring it forth and publish it EX PROFUNDO ABYSSI
ET IIlb PHII$SOPHIAE for the benefit of the tme doctors and candid-
ates, in ord.er that the great distinction and ABUSUS between the
common AURO P0TABILE and AURO PHIIOSOPHICO REIENERAIIO nay be f\mda-
nentally and tnrl.y wrderstood and recognized, to the extent that
it nay be revealed EX ABDITIS NAI(JRAE DIISTERIIS. All in praise
honor and gratitude toward GOD and for the use of the present and,
futtrre Lovers of tnrth, with a warning out of Christian brotherhood
that they may direct and orient their studies and labor such that they
renain within the bound,aries of Nature, and learn and practice within
them, for outside of then no happy or fluitftrl success in finding
the secrets and. Arcana of nature and in presenring the highest
end is possible. Et flrgiant hoc, qui vana et sinistra persuasione
et ignorantiar ex chartaceis receptiwrculis, S.psi.sque anbigus de-
ceptionibus idiotanrm, hanc sumnam naturae Essentiam fabicari strrdent,
Va1e,

t26,



TI{E FIRST CHAPTER,

It is forrnd in PHIIOSOPHIA ADEPTA ET NAIIIRAE TI{ESAURO that there

i.s a threefold race of goJ-cl i-n the th5ngs of nature. The first

is astral, the second. elemental, and the third netallic. Paracelsus,

of high renown, applauds this sentence in his LIBEIJO VEICAIIONIS'

saying likewise that gold is threefoldr fi.rna"ne,ntal, elemental and

netalli.c. AITREUM VELLUS saysr "[bipllcen esse substantian arrrit

simpl.icen, conposita.m et d.econposi.tan. " And there are many others

of the sanne opinion.
However, it is reported or described by none of these nen which

of these tlrree is the particularly best and most useftrl source fbon

which the AURUM POTABII,E IIEDICORUM nay be made or ta.ken. In order

to eliminate and reuove this SCRUPUUTM and offence, with aLl its

doubts, before one may advance AD PLUS ULTRAT howledge is necessar]rr
If one wants to undertake the process or preparation of this med.-

icine I orr€ should first be weLl-inforned and J.earn in which naterial-

and form the gold in its metallic essence mrst be forned and pro-

duced. before one can malce it drinkable. Thus it is fonnd, according

to tried experience and the opinion of aJ.J- philosophersp that it is

not possible to prepare a potable ned.ication out o f gold rrnless

the body is reduced. to its PRIMAM MAIERIAM and nade spiritual. But
this reduction cannot occur unless the PRIIIA PRINCIPIA AURf is found
perfect and conplete in such an operati.on. Naur ubi haec d.esunt,
caetera orria falsa et i.uperfecta. Thus, Petrrrs Bonus saysr nUbi

deficiunt vera principia, necessario deficit progressus et generatio
eorumr quae debent oriri a principiis veris. n lhereforelno other
neans nay be used toward. this wrdertaking and effect than a philo-

sophicaL MERCURIUS EI SULPHUR EltsRfONARUM, and this can be produced
onJ.y W one well-practiced and e:q>erienced, in the marrual l{ork,
who lmows welL the process of extraction, and has been sifted and
purified through the philosophicaL sleve, and who hrows how to
separate the pure flom the impure cJ.early and clean1y. Then his
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eyes should be opened by his praetical experience, which is the

nother of lmowledge, and he shouLd come to share in occult faith,

by means of the first transrutrtation of obscure ignorance into light

and intellectual clarittrr.
Through such a means, revealed by few predecessors, an upright

Artist and S0PHIAE LABORIS STUDIOSUS, DfVINA OPITOLAI{IE GRATIA,

will attain a judicious and, nnfailing hrowledge of which gold fron

the above-mentioned three to take and use, which shall prove most

useful to hin in preparation of the AURI POTABILIS' that he nay

remain withjn the bound.aries of Nature, and, exercising hinsel-f

within then, sha1l joufirlly receive a happy success in attaining
AD MAJORA NATURAE ARCAI{A.

THE SECOND CHAPTER

If one has now found the correct subject or the tnre roots of pot-

able goJ-d, which are easy to recognize flom the preceding discourse,

then one should be aware that in the preparation and solution of
potabile gold the body of gold should not be used, but rather the
PRIMUM H{S AURI, quod in se continet verum illud nedicinale Ele-

menlum ignis, orm5,a vi.ncens et penctrans, so that the prinordial
essences and virtues of the sun are manifest in the operation with
all their colors and odors, and thus nay be obtained through it.
And one should thus be certain, as with conforting assurance, that
if the Artist advances in good spirits AD RELIQUIA, and faithflrJ.ly
ded.icates hinself to the philosophicaL SoJ.ution, as a qualified
Son of the Doctri.ne in the nane of GOD, then his Labor and expence
shall be renumerated thousandfold, and retnrrrn to hin again with
every benefit.

It should be given here in brotherly warning that in this Christ-
ian, praiseworthy undertaking, in honor and praise toward GOD and
for the comfort of the needy poor, in order that one not be deterred
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in the first instance by this or that inpediment of error, one unrst
enduringl-y pursue that which one has begr.rn with ASSIDUIS PRECIBUS
ET LAB0RET &rld. keep in nind, as PLato says "quod, in ninimrs rebus
divinum sit irnplorandum auxiliumS quanto pJ.us in surnnis et precio-
sissinis rerun arcanis.'

TI{E THIRD CHAPTER

The SOLUTIO AURI is treated by alL philosophers as a great secret;
indeed, as the SUMnntM ARCAI{Uil SPAGIRICAE ARTIS, and not without
reason, for there is nothing more difficult in the sophisticat Work

than to join the fixed with the volatile in the proporti.onal Sol-

ution and Sublimation. No one would ever be able to learn this
from read.ing or philosophical study alone r but rather he rnrst d.is-
cover it himseLf through nanual operations and the occult faith of
nanifold experience in such a way that the SOL\IEI,IS of the philo-
sophical- CLAVIS POIEI{TIAIIS should fuitnrlly frr1fill its off5.ce,
and the active and passive qual-ities in the penetrating and tinct-
uring spirit of gold should manj.fest themselves in a volatile and
potable natrrre. This may not occur before the Locked gates of the
four Elements are harmoniousJ-y opened and give forth their hidden
qualities through the breaking of the philosophical earth IN VIR-
GINEA VIRTUTE. It nust be intensel_y obsenred in the Universal
Solution that the SOLVENS S0LUTUM shoul-d. henceforth becone an in-
dividuar by means of the proper d.egree of fire, and thus endures
in its spirituality and essence as well as in its eorporality and
substance.

Itly dear and faithful Artists, out of an especially noving affect-
i.on I have commrni.cated something in one stroke, unmixed and pure.
rf you take this well to heart with the proper fear of GOD, you
shall- find in this short discourse a fuller explanation of the
philosophical secret than in many other larger books.
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llhis work of Solution can be quickly accomplished by hin who
lorows the correct nethodr but folLowing the conmon process of the
Particularistsr gold in its resolution which is usefrrl- to the fac-
ulties of chenistry or nedicine cannot be obtained. fhe reason

is thisr although it is agreed by all phiLosophers that the SOLUTIO

AURI mtrst proceed by neans of a corrosive, without which nothing
can be conpletely treated., such a SoLution cannot be wrderstood
to apply to metallic gold, and the reason for this is that it is
inpossibLe to master gold through any corrosives. Instead it must
be reduced lnto its PRIIvIAM MATERIAIvI by means of volatilizatlon,
so that it nay again give forth its Mercury, Sulphur and Salt sep-
arately in the Solution. For Nature has completed it as highly in
the composition of its body as she ls abLes that is, she has con-
powrded the four Elements purely and cleanly IN DEBITO PONDERE ET
MENSURET so that it cannot be divided or consumed by any corrosive
or firer ds i,s well heown to the smelter in the gold mines or the
ni.nter of coins. For if gold couLd be resolved by the Art or through
the addition of this or that, and thus reduced to lts PRIMUM ESSE
artd. essence, then it could also be generated again DE N0V0r that
is, not fixed, unenduring and unabLe to withstand the tests when
it is examined.r si.nce it would be vo1atile. For the MERCURIUS is
the most powerfirl princS.pal in the generation of al.l netals, and
Nature mrst d.emonstrate her highest power upon it, so that after
nany long yeetrs she may be able to bring it from volatility to
fixation.

llowever, once it has been mastered and has attained to its ULTIIvIAM
MATERINVI, that is, has proceeded frorn j.ts nineral essence to its
netal-lic essencer it may never again be restored. to a spirittral or
sinple naturer ?s little as it is possible to make nilk and crearn
again out of butter or cheese. For in the conposition of this or
any metal, its Mercury is nixed with its Venus and Salt, and changed
into their essences. Thus it uust then remain, and nothing nay be
acconplished with it of use or advantage to the physician or Artist.
For gold can be resolved from its metallic nature only by means
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of the White tincture, and on3.y thereafter be augmented and then
reduced i.nto a nedicine. However, in such a Reductlon it loses
a1l of its netal-l-ic essencer so thatr orlc€ it has been d5.ssoJ.ved.,
it is never again for.md through any tests, ancl nay never again be
restored to its netallic nature.

llherefore, if is of great consequence that one krxows the office
and operation of the philosophicaL corrosive, and even greater,
fron what it shoul-d be nad,e. In this regard, it could be of great
sernrice to true and upright Artists if I couLd put then on the
right track to find the INTROITIIM AD NAflIRAE THESAIJRUM. hrt the
ungrateftrl worLd holds me back, in view of the earnest conmand and
high warning to phiJ.osophers not to allow such a precious jeweL
and pearl to falI into the possession of the nnworthy. Nevertheless,
for the candidates who seek after this secret EX NATITRAE INSTINCTU
and for the gIory and praS.se of GOD, there be fowrd a special in-
stnrction here, which few other authors have ever conrmrnicated so
fr.md,amentalLy and publically,

T}IE FOURTH CHAPTER

Since the naterials through which the correct philosophical- Sol-
ution can be nade have already been mentioned, now there should
folLow an extensive account concerning the naterials from which
it is proper to nale the correct corrosive, since contenporarlr
workers stray so far fbon this and thus atnrse it.

Through long etqrerience and natrra1 practice it is forrnd that the
grain of wheat d.oes not dissolve in its generating and mrltiplying
essencer for its body is dissoLved. by neans of putrefaction in an
externally innate huruidity of the earth, through which it sprouts
when it is sowed. in it, and the internal hunidity of the gpa5.:n of
wheat along with its sleeping virtues of mrltiplication are awa.kened
for Generation, driven forth and brought to action.
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trbom this it nay be understood. that everything associates with,
delights in' and writes wi.th that which is reLated to its ovrn nature
and qualities, and that in this it willingJ.y opens and closes, and
allows ltself to be anatonized and disjoined W such things inter-
nally. In this alone and through nothing else 5.t gives forth all
its flowers, colors, odorsi virtues and essences. One shoul-d thus
be exhorted and warned. through this example and parable concerning
this soLution of potabJ.e goLd, that no species of vegetabre is to
be resolved with nineraLs, nor ninerals with vegetabJ.es, hrt rather
the metals and ninerlas m.rst innsdisf,ely again be broken dorm and
dissolved by metal and, mineral speci.es of their own kind. For how
many long years was this or that Artist forced, to sit before the
fence in this regard., not able to get across, because the HUMIIUM
RADICALE remained unknown to hin, without which it is inpossible
to extract the IVffSIERIA ET ARCAI{A along with the diaphanous QUINTO
ESSE AURI, or to obtain any nedications flon it? For isinile sinili
gaudet. " Iherefore, in this regard recollect with philosophical
reason and contenpLate the tested sayings of the phil-osophers, who
say that no water or corrosive d.issolves the species of the metals,
except that which remai.ns constant j.rr all examinations of species
and forn in respect to both the external and the internal essence
with the IIIATERIA ET FORIIIA.

Lul-lius confi.rnrs this in his TESTAItrENT, foI. 952 "etrod orre net-
al1um di.ssol,utuur indiget necessario hospitior euod. sit de propria
ipsius materia in quo se habet nasci et utrrtiplicari.' Rupicissa
saysc "qtrod nulla aqua vera reductione metalla dissolvit, nisi il1a,
quae in congelationi.bus permanent. i Albertus sinilarly nentions this
in his tractatus, chapter 8: "Quod. ante onlia laborandun sit, ut
faciantur aquae quae habeant in se diversas Elenentorum qualitates
in virtUte par quas exaitent et coaguJ-andid, quod transntrtare volwrt,
et qua ipsa roetalla soluta possunt congelari. r'

Augurellus says in Book Lr "DissoLve the gold in its own water.
With this water in times before the ancients have brought the ship
into the harbor. r' A caballistic author and philosopher writes that
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there is on3.y one thing in the whole wor1d. that dissolves gold and

silver, Paracelsus, in DE VIIA IONGA, DE EIXIRE, saysr nResolve

aurum una cum substantia auri corrosivo, et id tantisper dom fiat

iden gum corrosivo. "
Others write that a speci.al noisture may be fowrd in the mi.nerals

by neans of an astonishing technique, which resolves gold without

force. Walburg, Augurellus, Isaacus HolLandus and others as well
naintain that without the SPfRIIIIM VINI neither a tnre enduring
IINCTIIRA S0LIS nay be extracted, nor an AURITM P0TABILE be nade.
llhus this dissolvi-ng water is called variously by nany names by

divers authors, such as AQUA MERCURIALIS, LI]NARIA, SPIRITUS ilIERCURII,
AQUA ITIINERAT,IS, AQUA FORTIS, AQUA VITRIoLE, AQUA REGES , ACEII'M

PflIIOSOPHORUM, IIERCURIUS IIINERALIS, SAI VEGEIABILE and SPIR]fl]S
VINI.

Do not allow yourselves, dear Artists and students of Snrth, to
be nisLed by the variety of these d.ifferent na.mes, since I proni.sed

at the beg5nning of this fourth chapter, out of slmpathy with the
pious, to warn you all- and inform you, although it does not seem
firIIy proper to me, from what naterial this corrosive or AQUA S0I-
1,18'lS should. be mad.e. llhus allow me to telL you nost faithfulJ.y
that it can be extracted and obtained near or next to a source of
gold, for whenever this i.s uncovered. or revealed., the other is
usually al-so to be forrnd not far away. If you pernit thLs to be
nost highJ-y recomnended and suggested to Vour then you nay be assured
that you will not find a similar description in verlr nany authors,
through which reveaLation a door will be opened for Vour which you
would not be able to find through nany long years in the utrch wan-
dering LABYRINTH0 INEXTRICABILI of Alcheny, as I and others of this
tine have elq>erienced.

You do not have to seek for this source of gold and that which
is rerated to it in rndia, for GOD in His supreme grace has so
richly blessed the Holy Roman Enpire with gold ore and all sorts
of nines that you will find everything that you need. within it.
Merely act and work so that a nalural mountain rod dS.rects you
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naturally or artificially, and you wilL come upon the right track

of the metaLlic, eJ-emental gold ore, and wilL not fall to find it.
The third astraL body is above us, which cannot be treated by the
Artist and his Science.

Here you have in short the accourt and contents of the warning

and instructions concerning the way and the means through which one

nay attain, to the hrowledge and preparation for nating the true
and correct philosophical- AttRUM POTABILE and for avoiding alL wr-
necessarlr expencesr 8s well as the pure and siuple tnrth and, demon-
stratj.on, brought to l-ight fbom aII the writings of hidden authors
and fron their concealed and seal-ed AENIGMATIBUSr so that ones needy
neighbors nay be ser:ned slncerely in honor, praise and gratitrrde
towards GOD.

For the science, honor and tnrth of the ancelnt Spagyrists and
renovrned Chenists is not to be defend.ed or demonstrated except
through the true writings of these authors, but even more fbon the
experience that comes fron the treasure-house of the four Elenentsr
in which the QUINTIIM ESSE and the GENERAL ARCHEIjS GENERAIISSTMI
has its kingd.om. If one comes and attains to this sort of hrow-
ledge, then the ADEPTIA PHIIOSOPHIA and ALCIilMIA SOPHIA LABORIS
can be erected and red,ressed arlew, as though aJ.J. the books had been
bur:red.r 8s once occunced in the tine of DlocLetian in Eglrpt. Thus

the SCIENTIA ARIIS remains in itself always and eternally unlnrrrr-
abler praise be to GOD, and generates fbon ltself through divine
destiny new books and new philosophers. For GOD is the first author
of all hrowLed.ger xa quo omis d.onatio bona et owre domur perfectumr"
Who aLone has created lt in its first principles and essence, accord-
ing to His eternal goodness and incomprehensible wisd.om, and has
also ordained and tar.rght the PRACTICITU for lts preparatlon. fhe
teacher and the schooL abide eternalJ-y, and cannot be conquered
or nrLed W any potentate. Highly praised be His eterrral hoJ.y
Irla jesty.
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T}IE FIFIH CHAPTER

Fbon all of this d.iscourse the student of Tnrth will conclud,e
that lt is inpossible to prepare the AURUM POIABILE outside of the
process of the keparation of the Universal, lnrt rather that after
the corrosive has been used. and appIIed,, the Art requ5.res the Com-
posltS.on of the wriversal- tinctrrrerof which lt is said IN GENERE
SttMMI PHIISSOPHI' that it is lnpossibl-e and r.mbelievabLe to extract
the QUINTAIVI ESSENTIAIYI lbon the Sun without comosives. For without
a corrosive goJ-d cannot be nastered, as Paracelsus mentions more
broadly in ARCHIDOXUS, who is even able to say in LIBRO DE VITA
LONGA that the corrosive 5.s greater than the gold itself.

Howwerr in such an operation for potable gold, when the corrosive
becomes extremely sweet, w5.thout any separation of the solvent fbon
the soLution, and the potable goLd trrrns voLati.ler "jubet hic P1ato
quiescere." Although I have already revealed more than too ngch
in the preceeding, which is contained and comprehended, in this
rWarningr Instnrction and Demonstration of how to obtain the tnre
PotabLe go1d"r I wi].l nevertheless instnrct the pious Natural- Art-
istr ry nost faithful sttrdent, who has not yet drrunken flon the
cup of da.wrationr as a speciaL NOTATU DIGNUM, in order that the
tested. Artist of pure huniLiff wilL Learn as a practiced, worker
and strive to d.iscover how the firn and nighty fortress of the
essence of the four Elements, along with lts supreme inhabitant,
nay be beseiged,, contested,, conquered and seizedr so thatr' in the
fourth or fifth storm or attackr' nothing nay be withheld.

The battle-ready hero u.rst al.ready be weLl-a:rned for this stnrggle
and triunph, prov5.ded with the shield of faith, with the sword of
the spirit and with the helnet of salvati.on, for the EneW of Smth
endures with all night by means of his folJ-owers, so that out of a
thousand not one is pernitted the victorTr nor can carry off the
possession that he intended to have. Therefore, set out in the
name of GOD wrcowed, fresh and in good spirit for the sixth, seventh
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and tenth storm' approaching without fear if possible, and fight-
ing boldly and cheerfulLy until the conrnand.er of the seven planets,
and their essence in climbing up and down the ladders, and their
naterial pouring in and out, have fought thenselves out and mtrst
sumend.er all together. In this v5.ctory you wiJ-1 not only over-
power the fortress of the lnny Astra incorporated with thej,r conman-
d.err tnrt also conquer and possess the best and rnost beautiful city
of the land in all its diaphanousness and. wealth. fhis is the tnre
gainr which the regenerated Elenents give forth by neans of such
Rectification and Purgation to all legitimate sons of the Doctrine

as a loyal reward of gratitude.

Therefore give praise, honor and thanks to the eternal King and
Lord, the Creator of heaven and earth, through lllhom alone the tri-
unph in such a highly d,angerous and difficult battle is sustained.

And do not be displeased with this parable because my pen and
German discourse may be reproached as pLai.n, straight and sinple,

for I am not a sophistical Spinosus, nor one highly learned.. My

description is not adorned with complicated, dark speechesl 'quae
non faci-unt ad remr, for the Tnrth is simple and requires no coshrme.
If from this you cannot learn the core and center of the PHIIOSOPHIA
ADEPTA concerning the tnre potable gold and its process, then you

cannot be helpeds for in this insignificant tract, the precious and
eternal Word of G0D, discribed by the Angel in the eighth chapter
of the fourth book of Es4jan, is preserrred., and thus it is demon-
strated from which original PRINCIPIIS the elemental gold and other
netals are engendered, and borrr. Within it you nay d.iscover the
tnre subject of your potable goJ.d, by which you nust abide, for,
as Paracelsus says in his CHIRURGIA in the fourth bookr we should
not believe anything but that which is taught to us by the PRIilIA
IUIATERIA.

sinilarJ-y Geber in fol 4 (ir r do not err) writesr 'quod aurum
potabile fieri non potest, nisi per naturam igneam ipsius quintae
essentiae. " However, after this short discription of how to nake
gold drinkable, one cannot so quickly proceed to the Artif icial
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process as the ordinartrr Particularists and others attenpt to per-
suad.e themselves, For tine is required before one is able properly
and welL to prepare the PRINCIPIA of the bodies and the Propriety
of the spirits, which utrst be brought forth with utrch patience and
care fron the innetmost recesses through nany storms and battles
in the arena of force.

Although these can be perfectly and properJ.y obtained EX PRIJUO
mTE fbon their netall they nevertheless require astonishingly
subtle techn5.ques and adrninistrations, with which they utrst be
handled and treated, so that their generative virtrre is not dis-
nrpted and drj.ven back by an improper d.egree of fire.

I\rrthermore, it has tnrly been fowrdr BS Paracelsus, that dear
DErs and others have obsenred, that a ph5.losopher is born from a
physician, and not the contrartrr. Study in this faculty wj.thout
work and e:qlerience will always demonstrate that philosophy, mtrst
walk on stilts when aIone, for marrual- experience reveals and gen-
erates sharper inagination for attaining AD ALTI0RA than philosophy
alone is able to provider 'quae nihil nisi Literis et scriptis,
sed haee occultara fide naturae nrysteria factis et operis indicat.'
Thus, for many years this or that well-practiced worker uust keep
si.lence and hoJ.d back the PLUS UITRA of his concept, against his
own wishes and advanta€e, because it i.s so extrenely difficuLt to
find the proper temperature of the Artificially gradiated fire.
If Nature could. naintain the correct measure in thisr BS it is poss-
ible for the practiced son of the Doctrine to do in his Adninist-
rationr then what precious things could she not complete and accom-
plish with her PRINCIPIIS? However, there are three excellent steps
which she cannot nrlfiIl, and, which he who Xrrows Nature is abLe to
fulfi1L through divine destiny. [hus it is of these that it is
said that where Nattre stops, there the Artist should begin. It
i.s she who prepares the PRINCIPIA, but with irnperfecti.on and cnrd-
itiesr which she then hands over to the worker, for she cannot bring
then to a higher state. The reasons for this are, first, that she
cannot obserrre the gradiation of fire in Diminution and Augmqrtation.
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Second, she cannot separate the pure fron the inpure. And third,
she lacks the proper instnrnents and vessels in which the PRAEPARATIo
EssENrrAlrs nay occur. rherefore, through Art and science the
PRINCIPIA NATURAE nay be brought out of their netaLlic essence and
into nedicinal essences with greater useftrlness and virtue than
it is possibl-e for Nature to do. Butr on the other hand, the Art
is not able to nake the varlous metals and ninerals fbon her PRIN-
CIPIISr ES Nature can.

Let ne repeat in conclusion that mrch has been conmrnlcated here
to righteous naturalists, who EX AIORE PROXIJIII investigate the
nysterS.es and arcana of Nahre, in honor and praise of GOD, so
that everXr shrdent of tnre nedicine may seek to nanage his facuLty
and vocation by creating his nedications and cures EX IPSISSilIUS
NATURAE FONTIBUS PURIST which were created and ordained by GOD for
this pur?ose1 BS w€ intended in the Beginning.

However, the PHIIOPLUTI and PHIIOCRIIJIATI, as always, i.nstead of
thisr have wanted. to use this divine gift for their owrr convenimce,
through which they have brought themselves as weLL as the gift (since

it was not d.iscovered. by thern and they have misused. it with irupost-
ures and fbaud) into great contenpt, mockery and disgrace. But
GOD' who is Hinself the qruth, shaLl RANDEM and nost nerciftrJ-ly
help the piousr battle-read.y, needy Artists, who have been disgraced
by the othersr but who have long sought the siqlJ.e, ancient fruthr
so that finally the lies wiLl- be separated fbon the Siruth, the light
will shine forth out of the darhress in praise and thanJrsgiving
toward,s Hi.nr and what is false will trrrly be perceived by the right-
eous. How greatly it is to be wished and prayed for that this essen-
tial, wriversaL ned.icine vvere now IN ASSE and in use, like other,
less inportant nedicines, for it ls more than necessarXr, if it were
only GODIS nerciftrl wiLl-r since the nanifoLd ecli.pses of the sun,
according to the nagical interpretation, should mean severe ti,nes
of plaguer and,, unfortunately, due to our sins, are to be expilcted
more and more fron one year to the next. Thus i.s this IIEDICINA
SOLIS or QUINTA SOLIS ESSENTIA, which was sought so strictly and
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earnestly W our pred.eeessors, heJ-d, in dignity ancl honor, because
it isr above al-l other essences, most closely related to the fi.rst,
most perfect Beine and the IJNARI0 NIIMERO CABAJ,ISTICO.

rllinc prina phiLosophia ab antiqulssinis et gravissimrs viris
sapientia dictar guod per ean ad altissiman rerum incorporearum
et spirituallun cognitionem ascenditur, iJr qua et intellectns rrni-
versas et rotnrstissiqrs suas vires consunit. Qtricunque ergo Catros
illud netaplrysicum ex tenebrosa sua potestate ad actum reducere
potest luminosun, hwrc felicissiuun finen stri lntellectrrs obtinuisse
fenmt. Quantis vero uundi fluctibus et difficultatibusr' quasiatur
mens et intellectus humarrus in his sfirdiosj.s actionibus, antequa.n
Platonica.n il-lam idea.n ex obscuro elic.ere et excitare potest, lpsa
experientia et usvs d.ocet. tr

I have cited this philosophy of the ancients to its end as a con-
clusionr so that whoever wants to institute and und.ertatre the pro-
cess for potable gold nay first reflect on such philosophy and con-
sider that it is not an ordinar5r l-aborr ES several thintr who are
frivolous and, presune to wrdertake to prepare this quickJ.y, for the
four Elenents rtrst rather deLlver this Work to us and show us how
the Elenents are generated. It uust be investigated and obsenred
firther fbon what these generate thenselves and by neans of what
they are most permanently to be presenred wrder one forn and species.
Therefor€r'E learned author writes that the AURUM POTABIIJ comprises
two works. The first is the preparation of the species from which
it is to be made. The second is the preser:vation of this species
by neans of the AstraL saLt, which presenres its cloak of honor
and joins it with the band of lovee so that it becones volatile
and drinkable, and nay be applied and used. fr.rther on other things.

Thus you have in short an aqrJ.e, instruction concerning what the
POTABIIJ \IEL POTABILITAS AIRI consists in, and fron what it arises
and is engendered., but not accordi.ng to the conmon opinS.on of the
S.gnorantr. who deceive themselves and others in this, saying that
they can ma.lce metaLl-ic gold drj:rkable and ned.icinal, but not lonow-
ing in the least or being even slightly acquainted with the
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philosophical process and the adninistration of the Science of
SOPHIAE LABORIS, irl *hich essence and grourd. of Nature the subst-
ance of gold must first be placed and constituted before it can
be forced. or reduced to potabilityr' or can be rnastered. or used, in
ord.er that it receives no d,arnage to its lllercurJrr Sulphur and Salt
in the Solution, nor i.s weakened by errtraneous additivesl nor ad,-
ulterated, or altered,.

llhereforer dearl pious Artistsl keep in nind what Petnrs Bonus
says: iquod longam et laboriosam e:qrerientiam requirat haec auri
liquifanio vel potabiJ-itas. o For this reason do not undertale any-
thing against her, and you shall fincl the MEDIUM, which lies between
the ULTIM0 and the PRII|!O.

For thus you wilL reuain within the bonndaries and grad.iations

of Nature, from whi.ch the CRESCIRE ET IIILIIPLICAI,IINI grow. Because
the Word was spoken by GOD, in the first Creation, Nature mrst hold
to her course and remain within $rch boundaries, outside of which
no ESSENTIAE FIORES VEL COIORES AURI couJ.d, ever be preserrred in
their potabilityr oi.liness and llquidifu. For Nature is tnrer 3s
are her PRINCIPIA irr the process of their natrrration and preparat-
ion. But the Artist ls rarely tnre in their ad.ninistration. "Hinc
i1lae lacluXmae.rr Therefore, remain in the predestined. essence of
Nahrrei so that you may bring the Square of the Universal into the
circumference and po5nts of the circle, that the one
give birth to an unconquerabJ.e Tr.uth, in pra5.se and
GOD. May merciful GOD grant you and us His blessing
this purpose.

T}IE EID

Bruth nay
honor toward

and grace for
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FIFTH PART

THERE FOLLOW TWO RESPONSES GIVEN

THE F. R . e . T0 S0t-' lE OF THE I R CLI ENTS

THE FIRST

Everyone desires to obtain great treasures of goJ-d and. s5.Iver,
precious jeweLs, and. riches flom Nature, and to become great and
exalted in the eyes of the world. GOD has created. al.J. of these
for this purpose, that man may use them, and be a lord, over then,
and thus man should. recognize His divine goodness and najesff, and
give Hi.m praiser honor and thanlcs for these th5rrgs. However, everXr-
one wants to Look for such things where GOD has sinply laid then,
and only on good. d.ays, without trouble, danger and labor, and. be
given then without having to dig or search for then or to find them.
Thus, for a long tine the place or path to them has been nainly
unlcnownr and most of the piLes of treasure have been hidden. For
reaching thern is hard and troublesome as well as dangerous, lnrt
it is not inpossible to attain them. However, GOD desires that no-
thing of His great treasure-pile should be hidden, but rather, in
this Last age before the coming of the Last Judgement, it mrst be
revealed to the Worthy, as Christ hinself says, hrt nevertheless
verT darkly so that the unworthy d.o not understand it, since he
says that noth5:tg uust renain unrevealed. Ihus we are inpelled
by the Spirit of GOD to Eurnounce this to the world, ln accord with
the Lordrs wi.11, and., indeed., it has been iszued and published by
us in various languages. However, ej.ther too much of this great
treasure-pile is desired to be received., or else it is despised,
and sought and d.esired from us wi.thout GOD. For men are of the
opinion that one should teach then the Art (of cooking gold accord-
ing to the Alchemical method) or eLse shouLd nrn to then with great

BY

141,



treasures, whlch they desire so intensely for their spl-endor, anog-
ance, war, ururxr, gluttony, dnrrikenness, concupiscencer oF other
sins, and share these with them, Here they night tale an exanple
fron the ten virgins, where the five fooLish virgins desired oiL
fron the five wlse onesr since this nust be attained in a much
different way, through the effort of each individuaL hinself and in
G0D. I am soon able to perceive the character of such fellows
through special. divine revelati.ons, and also fbom their own writings,
and thus our ears are covered. as if by a cloud (fbon their bleating
and cryi.ng, and only for transient gold)r and they nust crT in vain.
Thus the narry slanders and disgraces that are heard against us
(which I wilJ- not firther nention) shal-L be judged by GOD ln His
ovrn tj-ne, However, since we came to recognLze a while ago the
diligence and earnest of both of you, which you ernploy in the lmow-
ledge of GOD and in the read.ing of the Holy Bible (al-though our
activi.tlr was concealed. fbom you), Errd which is also evidenced in
your writings, we have deened you worttqr, over several thousand,
of an answer, and we communi.cate it with the permission of GOD and
the exhortation of the Holy Ghostr ES follows.

There lies, in the niddle of the earth or the center of the wc1d,
a mountain, which is smal-L and large, It is soft and niId, and yet
extremely rockSr and hard. It is near to everything and yet 5.nv5.sible,
in accord with divine cowrsel. In it the greatest treasures lj.e
concealed., which the entire world could not pay for. However, due
to the Devilrs enrnf , which aLways inped.es the honor of GOD and the
happiness of nan, it is stur:rowrded and guarded by nany fierce beasts
and rapacious birds, which nake the way to it, which is very diffic-
ultr also d.angerous. For thi.s reason, 

"rrd 
because its tine had not

yet come r lt has not been possible r:ntil now to seek for it or to
find it. Nevertheless it ntrst now be found by aL1 wortlry men,
through the effort and d.iligence of each individual hi.uself.

Go to this nountain on a night that is J.ongest and darkestr and
make yourselves prepared. and ready through the d.evout prayer of
your heart. Ask no man concerning the way through which the nountain
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nay be for.rrd and enconntered. rnstead, follow your guide in con-
fidence, who shall come to you and find you on the way, though you
wiLl not lorow him. He will bring you there at miclnight, when every-
thing is still and dark. And yet you utrst master yourseJ.ves with
the manLy disposition of a hero, in order that you not take fright
and shrink away fron that which you w5-11 encounter. Nevertheless,
you nay ta'ke no corporeal sword or any other weapon, but lnstead
pray constantly and devoutly to GOD, and constantJ-y repeat the words
with which your guide pronpts you. Ilhen you have seen the nountain,
the first wonder sigr that shall occur is a great and powerftrl-
wind.r which will tear up the nowrtajn exceed.ingly, and brea} apart
the rocks. Li.ons, dragons and o'ther terrifying beasts will also set
thenserves furiousry and horribly before your path. But do not
be afraid; stand fast; do not desire to go back and do not look back,
for the wise one who leads you there wirl not alrow any harm to
come to you. Neverthelessr Vou have not yet discovered the treasure,
although it is ver:y near.

Soon after the wind a greal earthquake wiJ-l foIIow, which will
lay everything completely fJ-at that was left over W the wind.
But do not hrrn away. After the earthqualce, an intense fire will
cone r which will ftrlJ-y consume alL the earthly naterials and dis-
close the treasure. But you wilL not yet be abLe to see it. How-
everr after all these events, near toward norning, it shall becone
verT stiLl- and Iovely, and you shall soon see the morrring star
rising into heaven, and dawn brealcing across the slqr. rhen you
shall perceive the great treasure, of which the nost excellent and
exalted part is an extremely exalted. and. excellent t5.nctrrre, with
which, if it were possibJ-e and pleased GOD, and. the world were
wortttlrr the entire world could be tinctured and turned into the
most exalted go1d, Yfhen this tinchrre is constantly used as your
guide will instnrct vour then it wilr narre you heal.thy and young
a€ainr so that you will not suffer any d,Lsease in any of your bodiLy
organs. Near this tincture you shall- fincl al.l the precious jewels
that could. be inagined in the wor1d, Vet you should not talre any
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of these yourselves, but rather be content with whatever your guide
gives to you. Howeverr Vou mrst always give heartfelt thanks for

this, and act very diligently so that you do not nale any show of
it before the world,, or trrrn to anything that is contrary to GOD.

Insteadr us€ it weLl and possess it as though you had nothingg
renai.n f?ugaI and secLuded., and guard yourselves against alL sin
as diligently as possible. Othenyise, your brother and guide will

ttrrn fbon you and you shall again be stripped of thls happiness.
For hrow this as good coulnsel: llhoever misuses this treasure and

d,oes not Live as an exa.ulple to the world and pure before GOD shall

l-ose it and has littJ-e hope of ever attaining it again. When you

have nade yourselves ready for this Work, and feel a strong urge
to perform it, then set out and do not put it off, and he, who has

been asked by us to guide Vour and who has been ordalned to this, wi.l
neet you rmderway. To him you uust swear an oath, which he will

teach Vour to act in conpliance with the lbaternitlr, to refrain
firnly fbom revealing anything to anyone unworthy without the consent

of your Doctors, to follow hin faithfrr1ly in everything, and to do

whatever he teaches and says to you, yielding neither to the left
nor to the r5.ght, but orienting yourselves in everything toward. him.
This you should and mrst attenpt3 for your prayers and heartfeLt
J.ongingr toward, GOD have been heard, and you and those like you have
been found. wortlgr of partici.pation in this treasure. B€ joyful;

do not reJ.y upon yourseJ-ves, but rather on your gUide, and behave
bLanelessly towards him. For he is a worthy person, and you should

do nothing without his lorowing it. For, if you desire it, he shall
be at your side and not forsate Vour and will te1l you faithfully
where to meet with our convent, and al.so give you instnrction in
our nrLes and artlcles, which it is proper for you to fo1Low, and
also accotnpany you until that tine that everything is firlly revealed,
the ion re-enters the Kingd.on, and the course of the World ls chan-
ged. 0 happy, worttry and beloved brothers, join with us. Thank
GOD day and night for His graces do not be over-confidentr and honor
your DOCTOREM and DICTATOREM. Follow him in what he shall teach
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you ana whtrch we ogtg}ot wrltE herg, and, keep In ntt1tt whelre you are

golng,, ln srdet that he Ury not bE gp!'evea, ailld tuln' f,ron Volrr and

brln6 u9 4r evll report emserlrlng f,oll' ktr GOD preEerve sollr

E. D. F.0.0.R. Sgllor
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TI{E SECOND RESPONSE

I enter the seven ci.rcles of heaven, seize the uppermost circle
with ry thoughts and stand with ny feet upon the lowest one. When
the moonJ.ight bLinds ny eyes and I stunble or faLl and brealc a J-eg,
then I nerely nalce stilts, and go slow1y. fhis is a ballm for my
interrral salt, wh5.ch heals ne again. But then r begin to sweat,
and. a lovely sweet water comes out of qr poresr like nilk and honey.
Then I burn 4r stilts to pure ashesr so that the ash gLows without
smokingr and the Klngs WeLI gives forth its narigoLds. Then, three
faIl into the Well and, produce a darhness of the World, rrntil the
noonLight breaks through once again and trrrns cJ.ear. The night
has passed awayr the swr gives forth lts lightl the days of the
Lord approachr the heaven trrrns to pure fire and kindles the entire
world. AlL four ELenents rneLt, and, a new heaven and earth are
born. In these few words the treasure of the Tforld is comprehend.ed.,
in order that your desire nay be ftrlfilled. Ihis our brotherhood
has conuunicated without any recompense. But if you cone again
into our Order on Christmas day at St. Peters, then the B.f. shalL
also fol-J.ow you.

TI{E END
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