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By which, They not only brought to Maturity their Universal Medicine, but also fixed particularly all the inferiour Metals, into good Gold and Silver, with great Profit. Written for the Sakes of all the Lovers of Divine and Natural Wisdom.

Faithfully Translated out of the High-Dutch.

Reader,

Seeing that in several of my Writings, I have made mention of the secret Fire of ARTEPHIUS, which PONTANUS very well called PROPRIUM AGENS, for no better name can be given it. I thought it convenient to publish this small Explication of it, that it may be known to those, who have not yet heard of it, not doubt​ing, but by this discovery a great Light will be opened to all the Lovers of METALLICK improvements: For almost all Philosoph​ers, in their Writings, are dark concerning this; and yet with​out this, no great Matter is to be effected in CHYMISTRY: Which daily Experience sufficiently testifies. Therefore I am resol​ved briefly to explain, yet fundamentally and plainly, by Gods help, this thing which hath been so long hid from the World.

Of the Secret Fire of Philosophers, 

by which they have maturated their Tinctures.

First you must know, that no Philosopher hath made any mention of it, but hath passed it over in silence, only that Ancient Philosopher ARTEPHIUS hath taken some notice of it, but so ob​scurely, that very few of his Readers, have been able to learn any thing from him. He saith, that himself, like others, had been covetous and envious, so as to write nothing of it; but after he was nine hundred years old, he first began to write of it. N. B. It is not credible, that he should have lived to that Age, but perhaps some Body hath added a Cipher to it. ‘Tis like he was ninety years of Age, for the Ancients have often mistaken an hundred for ten. But be it as it will, he was the first, that said any thing of this Fire. PONTANUS writes in his Epistle, that although he knew the true Matter, yet he erred two hundred times, and should never have obtained it, if he had not learned the secret from his Writings. The reason of hiding this Secret so long, hath been only the wickedness of Men, who seek not after these great things, that they might honour God, and succour the Poor, but rather, that by great Riches they might be able to enslave their Neighbours. But when such Men, who have forsaken the Vanities of the World, seek after them, God puts it into their hands, so that striving nor running in this helps nothing, but only Gods blessing. Observe this well, and thou wilt not err. If our eyes and hearts were not blinded by the Pride of the Devil, we should easily see and know, what Fire nature useth in the Earth, to bring Metals to Maturity: By which we might easily learn, what Agent the Artist wants to maturate and bring to perfection all imper​fect Metals into Gold and Silver, as good as if Nature had done it in the Earth. Now when we open our eyes and look about us, we find nothing else, but an ACIDUM or Universal Agent, that is, the Sulphureous Salt of VITRIOL, by which all Metals in the Earth are generated, so that some, by a long time are fixed, and some by a less time, partly remain unfixed, according as the Ores contain more or less of this Agent. And if by a strong Fire, one should melt this Metal out of the Ore, the greatest part of the ACIDUM, together with the Rocky part would come into a Cinder or Slate, but in the Metal, although it be melted and hammared, there yet remains some of the Agent, which the Fire, in the first melting, could not separate from it, especially when the Metals are yet crude; as if the Agent should say, I will not be separated from my Patient, for he cannot yet sub​sist without me, and also saith the Patient, I cannot yet suffer my Husband, or Agent to be separated from me, for we have not been long enough together. But when the melting Fire comes to it again, then no excuse will serve, but the stronger overcomes the weaker, and the Agent and Patient must part by force. Now what in this violent Separation, the one can carry away with it of the other, it leaves not behind, as we see when the Ore of Iron is melted, that the violent Fire, forceth away the Agent from the Patient, and converts it into Cinders, but yet these are not purely Cinders, for they have attracted a great quantity of the MERCURIAL Patient, viz. Iron, which is not turned into Cinders, for if they be melted again, you will have a good quan​tity of Iron out of the Cinders, and this may be done for sev​eral times. If the Agent and Patient had not a great Agreement, they would certainly have been more nearly parted in the first melting, and there would be no need of a Second or Third Fire, and if the Agent should be separated from its Patient, by the force of Fire against its Will, yet it cannot be exactly and wholly separated, but the Patient as the Female MERCURY, doth its endeavour to retain as much as it can of its Agent, or dear Sulphureous  Husband with it self, as we have sufficiently seen, that no melted Iron is found without its Agent or ACIDUM. Which appears, if upon a Plate of Iron, your pour a little Water, it presently Rusts, which could not be, if there were no ACIDUM in the Iron; for the ACID adhering so close to the Patient, the melting could not force it away. Now when Rain-water falls upon it, the ACIDUM out of Love attracts it to it self, and works to its utmost Power, upon the Patient, so that it becomes Rusty.

Which doth not so happen to such Metals, as are already brought to sufficient Maturity, and therefore have no more need of the Agent, as Gold and Silver, for after they are melted, they do not Rust by Wet, for their PROPRIAM AGENS, or VITRIOLICK SALT, has done its Office, bringing its Patient to Maturity, and there​fore is easily separated from its Patient in melting. Copper also, in melting, still retains somewhat of its Agent, and there​fore easily Rusts, yet not so easily as the Iron, because it retains not so much of the ACID in melting, as Iron doth. Lead and Tin retain less of it, than Copper and Iron, and therefore do not easily attract the moist Air and Rain, but only lose their Splendour by it. Gold and Silver retain but a very little of it, and therefore they cannot easily Rust, but being moistened with strong Corrosives, lose their glorious Luster: MERCURY retaineth all its PROPRIUM AGENS, having lost nothing of it. It is also to be observed, that although SULPHUR (which contains in it self a pure vitriolated ACID SALT) be an Universal Agent, by which Nature in the Earth generates and maturates all the Metals, yet notwithstanding every Metal hath besides SULPHUR, a particular PROPRIUM AGENS which assists the Universal Agent in its Action. Gold hath, besides the Universal Agent, somewhat of common SALT. Silver and SATURN have besides the SULPHUR, and VITRIOLICK SALT, somewhat of SALTPETRE. MERCURY hath properly for its Agent, a subtil, fiery and concentrated Spirit of SALT​PETRE, which keeps him always fluid and current. And this is the reason, that Salts or Spirit of SALTS, ( as Spirit of VITRIOL, common SALT, SALTPETRE, & etc.) do more easily dissolve such Metals as participate of their own Salts; for example, Silver, SATURN and MERCURY participate (besides VITRIOL) of a nitrous Salt, and therefore Spirit of NITRE doth easily work upon those three Metals, and dissolve them: For because these three Metals have a nitrous Salt in them, which opens the Gates to it, and lets it in, for the Friend within corresponds with him which is without, as for Example: If an Enemy set down before a Town to take it, and hath good Friends within, that opens for him the Gates, he may easily enter, but if his Enemies that are within defend themselves, and resist him, he can do nothing, but must march off without it. Seeing than an AQUA FORTIS made of VITRIOL and SALTPETRE, doth readily touch and dissolve only Silver, SATURN and MERCURY, it comes to pass from their near Relation; but the reason why they touch not Gold, is, because it hath no affinity with them, for Gold hath no Spirit of NITRE, but of common Salt in it, but if you put a little common Salt to the Spirit of NITRE, it then easily dissolves Gold, becomes to be of another Nature, and then will not dissolve Silver, but Copper, Iron and Tin, because these Metals contain much spirit​ual Gold, and therefore are easily dissolved by this Spirit of Salt. Now because I have here shewn the reason, why an AQUA FORTIS made of VITRIOL and SALTPETRE, dissolves only Silver, Lead, and MERCURY, and not Gold, and when common Salt is added to it, that it dissolves Gold, and not Silver, it is for the same reason, that Salts dissolved in Water, and impregnated with the Universal ACID or Oil of VITRIOL, will as well dissolve the Metals, which are boiled in them, as their Spirits will. For Example: Suppose I had no AQUA FORTIS, and yet would dis​solve Silver; I could do it as well by dissolving SALTPETRE in common Water, acuated with the true Oil of VITRIOL, but yet not easily as AQUA FORTIS, and if you should add a little common Salt to it, it would not touch Silver, but dissolve Gold. And suppose, I had no Oil of VITRIOL, and yet would dissolve Gold, I might do it by dissolving SALTPETRE and common Salt with Allom in Water; yet not so well as by AQUA REGIS. This is not said to that end, that I would advise you to dissolve Metals by Salts and Oil of VITRIOL, (for the distilled Waters are better than the undistilled Corporeal Salts,) but that you may the better understand and comprehend with what Salt each Metal hath an Agreement to unite easily, that you may the better learn to know the PREPRIAM AGENS of each Metal, for if you will do any excellent thing, in the Metals by their PROPRIUM AGENS, you must first know them well, by which you will know, what every Metal Loves, and how it will be treated: Now we cannot learn this better, than when we consider, what Spirit, or Natural Agent was driven from the Metal by the melting Fire, which if it had remained longer in it, in the Earth, the Metal would have been maturated by it. We find, that in all Ores of Silver, Lead and MERCURY, is found a nitrous SALT, which is droven from it by the strong Fire, now if such a Metal being immature, and not only taken too soon out of its Matrix, but also by the melting Fire deprived of its Fecundative Spirit, is to be made to grow again to be meliorated, you must of necessity restore that to it, which the Fire hath taken away. Now because from Lead there is taken away a nitrous Spirit, besides common SULPHUR, you must restore a nitrous SALT for its Agent. And because from MARS and VENUS, a VITRIOLICK SULPHUR was taken away, that must be restored to them again. And because from JUPITER, in melting, an Arsenical SULPHUR and Spirit was taken away, you must restore it again to the dead Body, to revive it, and to make it grow. If from Gold its Sulphureous Salt be taken away by melting, which the Gold easily lets go for the reason already alledged, and yet you would maturate this Gold farther, and make it yet better than Nature hath done, you must put it into its Matrix again, uniting it with the Sulphureous Spirit of Salt, and so let it generate or grow afresh, and you will receive more than Nature hath given: For Nature can give no more, but a perfect Body, which if you will have yet more perfect, you must put it again into its Matrix, with its natural Agent, and by the help of external Fire, awaken or excite the inward natural Fire, that its Body may be maturated into a more than perfect Tincture. For Nature can give no more than perfect Bodies, viz. Silver and Gold: But if Art begins again where Nature left, it can make the perfect Bodies more than perfect, with this more than perfect Tincture, you may in a moment bring to perfection the imperfect Metals, if you put it to them in melting: To which perfection, a great many years would have been required, before their PRO​PRIUM AGENS could have brought them. For if you would maturate the imperfect Metals into Gold and Silver, by their proper Agents, it would require a long time, but yet it might be done with very great profit, for no other costs are required, but outward Fire, to keep the inward Secret Fire in continual Action; and this work of maturating the inferiour Metals may be done in as great a quantity as you please, which makes the profit so much the greater, and this fixation requires no great Cost, for MARS, VENUS, JUPITER and SATURN cost but little, and the Agent may also easily be had, so that all the Expence is only the Fire, which yet will not be very chargeable neither, so that this Fixation may every year bring in great profit to him that well understands it. If I was younger 1 should not forbear to go about this particular Melioration of Metals in the whole, to do good with it to many thousand poor People, but my time is now past. God hath been pleased not to shew me this light till within this three years, in which I have lien in Bed, and so I can expect no great benefit by it, as having no Children who are fit to carry it on. But because I can do nothing more my self, I commit it to others, to whom I have already given a good insight; but to discover it more clearly and indiscriminately to the good and bad, being restrained by several Reasons I dare not do it. Now it yet remains to give a hint, how the perfect Metals, as Gold and Silver, must be ripened into a more than perfect Tincture, to make the imperfect Metals perfect by Pro​jection.

Now here followeth a Fundamental Process, without any Legerdem​ain, how to bring Gold and Silver into a Tincture.

Rx. Of Gold I oz., of Silver 3 oz., dissolve the Gold in AQUA REGIS, and the Silver in AQUA FORTIS, pour these two Sol​utions together, and the Silver will attract the Gold, and they will both precipitate into a gray Powder, but if for want of Salt they should not easily precipitate, pour into them some Salt Water, for the Silver will not fall except there be Salt enough. When nothing more will precipitate, it is a sign that these two Bodies, like Husband and Wife, have embraced each other, and are united; then set the Glass in which they are in Sand, that the Liquor may boil, and those two Bodies will be the better united; stir it often, and let it stand so warm for 24 hours, then let it cool, and these two Bodies will grow up together like Herbs or Flowers, filter the Liquor from the Calx, and sweeten the Calx with Common Water, dry it and powder it well, then it is ready to be fixed into a Tincture with the PROPRIUM AGENS or Secret Fire. Now concerning the proper Agent of Gold and Silver, I say that it is a Mercurial Antimonial Water, which also ARTIPHIUS Confesseth; To obtain which, proceed thus: First put the Conjunction of Gold and Silver into a clean Crucible, which put into a Coal Fire, so that the Gold and Silver may become warm in the Crucible, and yet not be red-hot nor melt, and the sharp Spirits which remained after Edulcoration will pass away in Smoke; when it Smokes no longer, take it out of the Fire and let it cool, and weigh the Gold and Silver; and so you will perceive how much heavier they are than they were before, for so much have they taken from the Spirits of the Salts, which dried Salt Spirits must prepare the ANTIMONY, our Secret Fire, or PROPRIUM AGENS to fix the Gold and Silver into a Tincture. For Example: We have dissolved and precipitated I oz. of Gold, and 3 oz. of Silver, and after the exsiccation of the Calx, it weighs 6 oz., and so 2 oz. of the Spirits of the Salts are Coag​ulated with them, and make them Increase. For this you must know, that Silver hath this Nature and property, if it be dis​solved in AQUA FORTIS, and precipitated with Salt it attracts much Spirit from the the AQUA FORTIS and Salt, which Water can​not wash from it; but Gold attracts not so much as Silver, for the Gold attracts NITRE, and the Silver Common Salt. I could easily shew the reason of this, but that would be too tedious. SATURN attracts more Common Salt than Silver, and these Spirits of Salts are also a PROPRIUM AGENS to MARS and SATURN, as they are to Silver and Gold,. and work upon SATURN and MARS, altogether in the same manner as on Gold and Silver, the only difference is, that the Tincture of SATURN and MARS is not of that extent as that of Gold and Silver, although both of them in this work have one and the same Agent: Now this Agent which is Spirits of Salts Coagulated, as well in Gold and Silver, as in SATURN and MARS, must first be brought into a Mercurial Water, before they can rightly act upon Metallick Bodies, by penetrating, maturat​ing and meliorating them; to bring them to which, you must pro​ceed thus: If the four Ounces of Gold and Silver have Coagulated two Ounces of Spirits of Salts, you must add to it two Ounces of very clean and well pulverised REGULUS OF ANTIMONY, grind them very well together, put this Mixture into a Coated RETORT, and distil the Mercurial, Antimonial Water, which will also carry over with it the ANIMA of the Gold and Silver, in form of Butter of Antimony, yet of a high colour, for the Anima of Gold is highly exalted by the ANTIMONY, or Mineral ARIES. This red Solar Butter is the Secret Fire of ARTEPHIUS, or the PRO​PRIUM AGENS of PONTANUS, to bring the Gold and Silver into a Fixed Tincture, which ARTEPHIUS hath used for Gold and Silver, but PONTANUS (as appears by his Epistle) did not make his Tin​cture out of Gold, but out of MARS, for he calls God to Witness, that the matter of his Stone, out of which he prepared his Tin​cture, contained many Terrestreities and Superfluities, which he did not separate from it, and yet the PROPRIUM AGENS, together with what was good in it, viz. Iron, came to be a Tincture. Out of this sufficiently appears, that he did prepare an impure Metal, as MARS, into a Tincture.

And this is very credible, for such a fiery Agent which I have taught here to prepare, is as well a true Tincture it self, as the ANIMA of SOL and LUNA, and that so high that it is suffic​iently powerful to penetrate, meliorate, and transmute hard, gross and impure Metals and Bodies, by its tender, clean, Golden, Mercurial Power, and to reduce them into Tinctures. N. B. I would have none to doubt, but that such a clean, fiery, and Golden Agent, when it is used for the exalting and meliorating of clean Gold and Silver, will give a much higher Tincture than with gross and unclean Metals; for if Gold is inwardly so exalted and meliorated by this Antimonial Mercurial Water, it must needs give a far more extensive Tincture. Now how this our Mercurial, Antimonial, Saturnine Water, is to be applied to fine Gold and Silver, to exalt their Colours, and transmute them into Tincture, I shall here shew to the best of my knowledge, and it is thus. The two Ounces of Spirit of SALTS, which were coagulated by the four Ounces of Gold and Silver, and by the addition of two Ounces of REGULUS OF ANTIMONY, did again leave the Gold and Silver, by working upon and dissolving the ANTIMONY, and did in the dis​tillation carry over the most pure and tender MERCURY of ANTI​MONY, together with the Tincture of Gold, in form of a Red Butter, for ANTIMONY is of this nature, that it draws the colour out of Gold, and carries it up with it self in Distillation, which the Ancients called carrying the Souls of the Dead out of Hell. This Red Butter impregnated with the AMIMA of Gold, ARTEPHIUS called his Secret Fire, and is the PROPRIUM AGENS of PONTANUS, which doth not only maturate Gold and Silver into perfect Tinctures, but also MARS and SATURN, in their whole substance, without separating the pure from the impure. From the remaining Gold and Silver you must wash your REGULUS OF ANTIMONY by the help of Salt Petre, then separate your Gold and Silver by AQUA FORTIS, and you will have no loss but only of the Tincture of Gold, which the Oil of ANTIMONY hath carried over with it. NEUSETMENT​IUS calls this his Solar Red Oil or Butter of ANTIMONY, but I call it my Mercurial Antimonial Auritick Water, which name doth properly belong to it, which I thus prove. Take of this dis​tilled Golden Mercurial Water, of Leaves of Gold and Silver, each equil parts, put them together in a fixing Glass, and set it in a Sand Cupel, which is heated equilly by a dull HARRY, and kept in the same degree of Fire, and the Mercurial Water will dissolve the Gold and Silver, and they will turn together into a Stone. The Spirits of Salts after they have dissolved the Gold and Silver, together with the Mercury of ANTIMONY, will separate themselves by degrees from the MERCURY, because they are not of the same matter, therefore they cannot become a Tin​cture with the Gold, Silver, and MERCURY, which PONTANUS very well hints. This separation of the Salt Spirit from the Tincture requires its time, and will not be hastened. N. B. But if you know how to separate the superfluity of the Spirit of Salt from the Golden Butter, by a subtile Art, and then dissolve your Gold and Silver in it, you will gain a great deal of time in your fixation, for the superfluous moisture very much hinders, which the Ancients have hinted under the Fable, as the Learned BRACESEUS sufficiently admonsiheth in his Treatise DE LIGNO VITAE. This Salt Water is called by the Poets MINERVA, concern​ing this you may read the Philosophers, and chiefly BRACESEUS, what he saith MINERVA was, and you will find which way it must be separated from the Tincture. N. B. Be not in doubt, because BRACESEUS teacheth how to prepare his Tincture, not of Gold and Silver, but of MARS, for it may as well be made of MARS, only that is not so extensive as the Tincture made of Gold, otherwise the labour is the same, and differs not at all. I repeat this once more, that if you will shorten your labour, you must send away MINERVA in peace, because she hinders the fixation. Some perhaps may wonder, what the Silver can contribute to this Tin​cture, because it is white, and hath no colour: I answer, that the inward parts of Silver are not white but red, and therefore may become a Tincture. After the same manner SATURN is not red outwardly, and yet with MARS becomes a red Tincture, as Silver doth with Gold. This I thought fit to say here concerning the Secret Fire of ARTEPHIUS: If you will know more of it read ARTEPHIUS, PONTANUS, PARACELSUS, BRACESEUS, NEUSEMENTIUS, COS​MOPOLITA, and others, who have made mention of it, and you will there find larger Instructions.

Now as it is possible to transmute not only Gold and Silver, but also the other inferiour Metals into Tinctures, by the PRO​PRIUM AGENS of Metals, so you may also fix into Gold and Silver, the inferiour Metals particularly, with an incredible profit, for the inferiour Metals may be put in in great quantity, with a cheap Agent, and so be maturated into Gold and Silver, which hitherto hath been known to very few in the World, but I do not doubt but hereafter it will be better known, by which many hon​est Men will be delivered from Slavery. For as you have already heard, the PROPRIUM AGENS of the inferiour Metals is cheap, so that the imperfect Metals may be with small costs, by the addition of their Natural PROPRIUM AGENS, which was driven away in their melting, by the help of External Fire, maturated into the per​fection of Gold and Silver. N. B. If you can have Metals yet in their Ore, that have not been in the Fire, and add to each of them their PROPRIUM AGENS, and put them in close Vessels into a strong fixing Furnace, and maturate them with a requisite heat, then the fixation will the sooner be done, than with those Metals which have been already melted; yet those Ores must be well washed and separated from their Mine-Earth, before you put them with their PROPRIUM AGENS to be fixed.  N. B, This fixation of the unripe Metals into Silver and Gold, as also of Gold and Silver into Tincture, by their PROPRIUM AGENS, may also be done by the humid way, if you dissolve your Metals in their proper Menstruums, and then digest them for a sufficient time. N. B. For such a moist digestion or fixation Vegetables are more fit than Min​erals, and Animals fitter than both, yet all of them be made use of to fix both the common, and Metallick MERCURIES, as well universally into Tinctures, as particularly into Gold and Silver. But for the course Metals and their Ores, the universal Agent, viz. SULPHUR, ARSENICK, with their Compeers, as Cobolt and Orp​iment are the fittest. Gold and Silver have also their peculiar Agents, by which they are maturated into Tinctures, of which the Animal Agent is found to be the best, for it is of this nature, that it turns the inward hidden colours of Gold and Silver outwards, and renders them visible, which no other uni​versal subject can do like it. For if you cannot bring outwards the inward colour of Gold and Silver, it is impossible to make Tinctures of them. For Gold and Silver, as nature hath produced them in the Earth, have no abounding colour to tinge other Metals withall, but no more than is required for their own perfection; but when they are exalted in their Colours by Art, they are able plentifully to communicate their Colours to other Metals, but else not. Now what kind of Animal Agent this is, by which the Exaltation of Colours may be made, I dare not make common; he that will know more of it, must enquire of ADAM, who brought such an Essence with him out of Paradise. You may also read my FIFTH CENTURY TOGETHER WITH THE EXPLICATION, where this Subject is treated of. Now as the PROPRIUM AGENS of the Metals, which is their Spirits, viz. SULPHUR, ARSENICK, COBOLT, ORPIMENT, and the like Metallick Spirits, are fixed with the Metalline Bodies, and with them become fixed Metals, because they are half Metals already, so on the contrary, Salts which also are good Agents to Maturate Metals, yet become not Metals themselves, as SUL​PHUR, ARSENICK, ANTIMONY, ORPIMENT, COBOLT, ZINK, BISMUTH, LAPIS CALAMINARIS, and other Realgars or Metallick Spirits; for Salts do not participate of a Metallick Nature; therefore they cannot become Metals; but when they touch, dissolve, volatilise, and again fix Metals, it is only done by their Acidity, which is a kind of that Acidity which is naturally in Metals, and this is to be understood of Common Mineral Salts, as Common Salt, Salt​Gem, Salnitre, Allome, Vitriol, and the like, which naturally grow in the Earth, in Stones, in Rivers, and also out of the Earth, which are dug out by Men and purified, and so imployed for several uses: These Salts have a great affinity with the Metals, but cannot become Metals, But the Vegetable and Ani​mal Salts are of another nature and property, they associate themselves with Metals, because they somewhat participate, though but little, of the Metallick nature. The Animal Salts are prin​cipally Volatile, and make a good SAL ARMONIACK, which hath a great affinity with the Metals, as I have in my Writings suffic​iently shewn. The Salts of Vegetables are altered in the Fire, and become fixt Alcalies, which are also of good use to Metals, as you may see in my Writings. But the Volatile Salt of Animals far exceed all other Salts, in its virtue; for it makes not only all Metals, how fixed soever they are, wholly volatile,and sep​arates the cleanest Tincture of Metals, Minerals, Precious and ignoble Stones, that is, it separates their immortal Anima from their gross and unprofitable Bodies, with which you may perform incredible things, both in Physick and Alchemy: But this won​derful Salt also makes the most subtile, as well good as bad Spirits, incredible, quick, surmounting Human Understanding, visible, tangible, Corporeal and fixt, which concentrated and fixed Spirits, have ingress and egress through Doors lockt up, by which strange and incredible things may be done. So great a power hath the Almighty bestowed upon the Animal (chiefly the Microcosmical Salt) above all other Salts, which is known to few. For the Microcosmical Salt, and for want of that, the Volatile Salt of other Animals, Birds, Fishes, as also of Herbs and Woods have power to volatilise all fixed things, and again to fix the volatile. In which volatilising, the purer parts are separated from the grosser, the which being fix again, you have a Tincture, and there is no nearer, easier, or cheaper way in the World to attain to true Metallick Tinctures, than by the means of Volatilising Salts. Take a similitude from the Spirit of Corn or Wine, so long as it is yet in the FACES of the Corn or Wine, it is little esteemed, but when it is driven out by Distillation, and cleansed by Rectification, and so exalted in its Virtue, then it is Esteemed, because much good may be done with it. So and no otherwise you must esteem of Metals, in which such rare Tin​ctures are hidden, which then are not esteemed, because few know what great things may be effected by them. The like great treas​ures are also hidden in great quanitities, which by the Ignorant are not esteemed or sought after, notwithstanding that the Anc​ient Philosophers have highly recommended to us the Extractions, Distillations and Separations of the noblest Tinctures to be drawn out of gross despised Metals and Stones, yet their profit​able Doctrines and Admonitions have taken with very few.

BASIL VALENTINE confesseth in his Manuals, that the Work of the Philosophers can be compared to nothing better than to the known labour of making Spirit of Wine, which preparation is known even to Rusticks. The distillation and separation of the Tinct​ure of Philosophers is as easie as to make Brandy, and yet it is done but by very few.

PARACELSUS in his COLEUM PHILOSOPHORUM, speaking of the Spirits of Metals, saith plainly, that it is so easie to make Gold and Silver, that it is not worth while to write of it. VIRGIL also sheweth, how easie a thing it is to pluck the Golden Branches from the Opake Tree of VITRIOL, and how easily they will follow one another, if you but hold forth your Hand, and when you have cropt one, he bids you also take a second. What could be said plainer? But yet I tell you, that these Golden Branches are much more easily, and in greater quantity to be obtained out of the Red Earth or Stones, than out of Metals; but he that will not believe it, may remain in the dark. It is enough for me, that I have plainly declared the truth to the ungrateful World, without any reservation. But our SAL ARMONIACK (I do not mean the Common) is a good PROSERPINA, which easily carries over the Tincture of Stones and Minerals. And he that will pluck these Golden Apple bearing Branches with profit, must very well con​sider after what manner to prepare his PROSERPINA, that she may touch and carry over only the cleanest Tinctures, and leave the gross Bodies behind. The Artist must also be sufficiently experienced, how to separate PROSERPINA or MINERVA from the Extracted Tincture, for MINERVA is a hinderance to the fixation of the Tincture. And this is the principal secret in this Mystery. For all Tinctures of Metals and Stones, after they are separated from their gross Bodies, by our PROSERPINA, they are volatile, and so remain till they are separated from our PROSERPINA. Al​though PROSERPINA is a two-fold Key, which both opens and shuts, makes volatile and fixed, yet this is to be observed, that there are but very few who know how to use this Volatilising and fixing Salt; and therefore I advise to separate it from your Tincture, and then fix your Tincture. But if God shall so favour you, as to shew you how to fix this PROSERPINA, or, to speak plainer, our secret SAL ARMONIACK, with this Tincture which it hath drawn out of Metals and Stones, both together without any separation into a fusile, red, penetrating, and tinging Stone, then you may for that bless God all your life, for you may have always plenty, without any want, for there is no richer particular, nor universal Tincture in the World.

For what can be a greater Art than by the help of our SAL ARM​ONIACK, in a few hours, to draw a pure Tincture out of gross Metals and Stones, to bring it over by Distillation, to purifie it to the highest by Rectifications, and then again to render those Volatile Tinctures in a few hours, fixt and constant in the Fire, so that by them you may immediately tinge the infer​iour Metals, particularly into good Gold? I GLAUBER truly say this, that this highly profitable Labour, to draw the Tinctures out of Metals and Stones, by the help of our SAL ARMONIACK, to exalt them, and again to fix them, requires hardly twenty-four hours time from the beginning to the end. Which to the unskillful will seem incredible, but whether it be believed or no, is all one to me. It is the Will of God, that his great Gifts shall not come among the impious, but only remain among those, whom he esteems worthy of those high Secrets, and them who also will make good use of them. VIRGIL at first gave but a hint of it in few Words. Afterwards COSMOPOLITA did explain this great Work at length. Then NEUSEMENTIUS published it yet plainer, but the Work is most clearly and largely described in all its Cir​cumstances, by the pious BRASESEUS, in his DIALOGUE DE LIGNO VITAE, but it is received by very few, because the proud TOLET​ANUS despised this cheap Martial Labour, as if MARS contained no good at all, but that it was only to be found in Gold and Silver. I ingeniously confess, that I am acquainted with seve​ral good Secrets, by which one may reap Profit out of Metals, yet none of them is cheaper and easier, than the Work of VIRGIL upon VITRIOL, or the OPAKE TREE, to break off the Golden Branches one after another, by the help of his PROSERPINA, or EAGLES Wings, or GRIFFINS CLAWS. But if one would reap good Profit by this Labour, he must be furnished with a good quantity of GRIFFINS CLAWS and EAGLES WINGS, which also is easie to be had in great quantity, for I have sufficiently taught how to pre​pare them. Further, it is needful to know, after we have drawn the Tinctures, out of Red Metals and Stones, by our ALCAHEST, how to perfect them, because they are yet Volatile, no Metal can be meliorated by them, therefore they must be fixed before they can be used. This Fixation may be made in the space of six hours, so that if they are put upon a red hot Plate, they melt in a moment, enter and tinge as readily, as Oil doth dry Leather, which all Tinctures do not, but must be brought to it by Art, but our Tincture only which is made by Volatile Spirits, doth it: The reason is this, all gross and fixed Bodies are naturally influxile, on the contrary, all Volatile Spirits again Coagulated into fixed Bodies, must of necessity be flux​ible and penetrating. Observe this well, for it is plainly enough spoken. Concerning this, see the EPISTLE OF ARNOLDUS to the Pope, and there you will find this Observation. With​out this Secret SAL ARMONIACK, no good can be done in ALCHEMY. Thus I end my Explication of the Secret Fire, by which all Metals particularly and Universally, are maturated, with incredible Profit, to the perfection of Gold and Silver. Now it remains to give some hint, how these Secret Fires or Agents, separately by each PROPRIUM AGENS, may be after a peculiar manner, be mat​urated into Tinctures, You have heard that common SULPHUR is the PROPRIUM AGENS of SATURN, which becomes fixed with the Lead, and in this Fixation it also fixeth and tingeth its Patient the Lead, into SOL and LUNA. You have also heard, that ARSENICK or COBOLT is the PROPRIUM AGENS of Tin, and that ARSENICK the Agent is easily fixed by its Patient, Pin, and with the Tin becomes SOL and LUNA. And also that the common MERCURY is fixed into good Silver, with Lead. And all Volatile REALGARS, as ORPIMENT and its Compeers, may be fixed into good Gold with MARS and VENUS, which is the naked Truth, of which I would have none to doubt, for I my self have several times performed these cheap Fixations, and because I am sufficiently satisified in it, I dare satisfie others.

I have thought it unnecessary to describe, at large, all the Manuals which belong to the Coagulation of the Volatile mineral Spirits, and inferiour Metals, into constant Gold and Silver by this cheap Fixation. I have therefore published it as short (yet comprehensive enough) as I could, that you may speculate into it your selves, and then you cannot fail, except God pro​hibit you, which often happens to evil Men, which see easie things done before their Eyes, which yet they cannot imitate.

Now to put an end to this business, and to prove that the uni​versal Agent, the common SULPHUR, which is the Grandfather of DEMOGORGON of all Minerals and Metals, hath also its PROPRIUM AGENS, by which it may be maturated into a Universal Medicine or Tincture, I have thought fit to acquaint the World with this easie and cheap Fixation of SULPHUR; chiefly, because I have already, some years since, treated of this easie Fixation of SULPHUR, but I have not there discovered every thing so plainly, that every one may prepare it. But now I intend, God willing, to publish it so clear and comprehensive, that even any MECHANICK may not only understand, but easily imitate it. I pray God to assist me in it, AMEN. Some years ago I taught, how, by the help of my SAL MIRABILE, to fix any common SULPHUR, but chiefly, such as is yet bound up in Wood or Sea-Coals, and doth not so easily fly in the Fire, but is easier to be handled with a red hot heat, than the open Fluxile common SULPHUR. This curious Work I have shewed to some Friends with my own hands, and highly recommended it to them, to take it in hand, and bring it to a good end, because I was certain, that it must become a rich, and far extending Tincture. But seeing the SULPHUR would not presently be fixed, they left the Work: Whereupon I farther divulged this Work by writing, and made it common. Notwithstanding which, as yet very little hath been attempted about it, because every one is in haste, and hath not Patience to wait for a good end, not considering that every thing must have its time, and that haste makes waste. Must not the Plow​man, when he sows his Corn into the Earth, to have an hundred fold encrease, wait the due time before he can have this Multi​plication? Why should not then also a CHYMIST wait his time, for the profitable Fixation, that will recompence him a thousand fold? Now to return again to our business, to shew that any common Combustible SULPHUR, which otherwise is an Universal Agent for all Metals, to maturate them into Gold and Silver, hath also its own PROPRIUM AGENS, by which it is not only mat​urated into SOL and LUNA, but also into a true Universal Tincture; and this is done only by certain SALTS, that have Power to fix the SULPHUR, and make it constant in the Fire. COSMOPOLITA minds us of this very well, when he saith, that Salt, in the conflict with SULPHUR, gave him a deadly Wound, which is very true, and besides Salt or Strong Spirit of SALT hath Power to fix it, if they be several times drawn off from it. How this is to be done, I have taught in my THREE PRINCIPLES OF METALS. But such a SULPHUR as is fixed by AQUA FORTIS, is also quite killed, and its ingress into Metals is taken away, but may be restored to it again, so that it easily enters Metals, and tingeth them throughly. PARACELSUS saith, you must reverberate the fixed SULPHUR, till it comes to be Red, and then draw out the Tincture, with Spirit of Wine, and then fix LUNA or MERCURY with it into Gold. NEUSEMENTIUS teacheth to drown the Dragon in the STYGIAN Waters, that is to fix him, and when he is come to the highest degree of fixity, that then you must revive, or Volatize him again, and then fix him the second time, and then he hath a better ingress into Metals to tinge them. BRACESEUS teacheth also, to extract his fixed SULPHUR, out of the fixed Scales of Iron, and to fix them into a Fluxile and penetrating Tincture. COSMOPOLITA teacheth it after this manner, viz. how to deliver SULPHUR out of his Prison, and that he will give to his Redeemer a Crown of Three Kingdoms for a Recompence. Out of these, the true Fixation of SULPHUR is sufficiently to be learned, and needs no farther instruction, but yet I cannot forbear here to set down my way, how to fix it, that the Artist may so much the easier attain his End. And this Fixation of SULPHUR may be done after several manners.

And First is this: I have taught, how SULPHUR may be fixed into a Red Carbuncle, persisting in the Fire, where I have treated of my SAL MIRABILIS: It is true, this way of fixing is done without any cost, yet it requires a certain, tho’ no very long, time, which is the reason, that hitherto few have tryed any thing in it, and yet it is very difficult to come easier and cheaper to the Fixation of SULPHUR; and besides, there is this advan​tage in fixing the SULPHUR with SAL MIRABILE, that it retains its easie Flux and Ingress in to Metals, which that fixed AQUA FORTIS doth not, but into an unmeltable Earth, which hath no Ingress into Metals, except it be procured by Art, which every one cannot do. Yet NEUSENENTIUS hath clearly described it in these Words: When thou hast brought thy Subject to its highest Fixation, to wit, by the Abstraction of AQUA FORTIS, (which Fixation he also clearly teacheth, when he saith; that you must drown the Dragon in the STYGIAN Waters, and so make him fixed) and after the Fixation make him Volatile again, that then he acquires his ingress, and is fit to tinge, which is so plainly exprest, that it is impossible to express it plainer, yet these excellent Writings, are written only supervacancously, and under​stood and imitated but by few. I still add, even to superfluity, one way more how to fix any SULPHUR whatsoever, to do wonders in Physick. Rx. Sea-Coals, or in defect of them, Wood Coals powdered, good SALTPETER, Common Salt, and Oil of VITRIOL; of each a like quantity, put these four things into a Glass Retort well coated, fix a Receiver to it, and in an open Fire distil off all the Humidity, urge it at length with the strongest Fire, and a Green Liquor of SULPHUR will come over, which the Ancients called the Green Lion, which dissolves SOL, and which they are digested a good while, or the Green Liquor is often abstracted from the SOL, then they are fixed together, and the Liquor of SULPHUR, together with the SOL, turns into a Red tinging Stone.

N. B. If you will that the SULPHUR shall not come over, but remain fixed behind, you may instead of the common Salt, which makes the SULPHUR Volatile, put SALTPETRE, which is of this Nature, as well as Oil of VITRIOL, to make any SULPHUR fixed, but common Salt makes it Volatile. JASON killed or fixed the always watching Dragon with a strong Water of SALTPETRE.

BRACESEUS, BASILIUS, PARACELSUS, NEUSEMENTIUS and others have done the like, he that will truly follow them; cannot err, but it is impossible to explain to the ignorant any thing, so that he may presently imitate it. You must yourself take the thing in hand, and proceed diligently, else nothing can be done: Let this suffice to be said concerning common SULPHUR, which is an Universal Agent, to maturate all Metals, and it self is fixed with Metals, into SOL and LUNA; and also by SALTPETRE and VIT​RIOL is fixed into a true Tincture, as is here demonstrated. Here I put an end to the Explanation of the Agent, and Patient of Metals, how to fix them particular1y into Gold and Silver, and Universally into Tinctures. It yet remains to give a small Explication of the Fixation of SULPHUR.

A Recapitulation.

Reader,

I have taught in this Book, what the PROPRIUM AGENS of Metals is, by which they are naturally maturated in the Earth, viz. That the DEMOGORGON or SULPHUR, is not only the Father of all Metals, but also their Universal Agent, or Maturating Fire, by which all the Metals naturally in the Earth, and by Art out of the Earth are brought to perfection, and that also besides SULPHUR, as the Universal Agent, the Metals have their particul​ar, or proper Agents, which help to bring the Metals to perfect​ion, as well as the Universal Agent. I have also taught, that the Volatile Spirits of Metals, or their proper Agents, do not only maturate their Metals, but also become good Bodies themselves with the Metals. I have also taught, how SULPHUR, as a Universal Agent chiefly by Salts, may be maturated into a Tin​cture, which Fixation by Salts, must have its due time, before you can make it constantly fixed in the Fire, which length of time hath made many Artists forsake the Work, although he knew, that of necessity it must come to a good Tincture. Impatience causeth this, that they cannot wait the true time of Harvest. Wherefore impatient Men should not meddle with ALCHEMY, but rather drink a Bottle of Wine, which is sooner done than a Com​bustible Fugitive SULPHUR can be fixed. The learned Ancients have taught us, that Patience is the Root of all Sciences and Arts, wherefore then are Fools so hasty in their Undertakings? When all Philosophers Unanimously testifie, that all Festinat​ion proceeds from the Devil. PARACELSUS hath taught how to fix SULPHUR, by the help of a strong AQUA FORTIS, by abstract​ing it from it four or five times. But I have taught, how to fix it by the abstracting of a strong AQUA FORTIS, but once, in my Book OF THE THREE PRINCIPLES; ‘Tis true, by this way it loseth its Fluxibility and Ingress, but this may be restored to it again, which for certain Reasons, I did not think fit to make known. Now being we know, that nothing fixeth but SULPHUR, and that a Combustible SULPHUR spoils the Metals, and makes them Black, and a fixed one hath no Ingress, but when that is given to it, it is fit to tinge the Metals, for whatever tingeth the Metals constantly, must itself be fixed, or else it would not endure the CUPEL. ‘Tis true, out of MARS and VENUS, you may easily extract a Tincture, which yet doth not tinge const​antly, except they be first truly fixed. Very many have thought, that if they could but incorporate a CROCUS MARTIS with Silver, that of necessity it must become Gold, but they found themselves to be mistaken, for if CROCUS MARTIS should be put upon Silver, it doth not tinge it at all, but again becomes Iron, and makes the Silver brittle. N. B. But if you know how to prepare a Red SULPHUR of Iron, constant upon the CUPEL, without returning to Iron again, and then draw out of this Red fixed SULPHUR, its purest Anima or Tincture, you have a Colour to tinge all the Metals in the World. This is the Reason, that the Old Philo​sophers have so often inculcated, to destroy the Gold; So that it cannot be reduced into Gold again, and that then you would have the greatest of Secrets. But I could do nothing more with such a destroyed Gold, till I learned to give it ingress, for when it is destroyed it enters no Metal, but if you give it in​gress, then it tingeth, so also neither MARS, nor common SUL​PHUR can tinge, if they have no ingress which you may easily believe.

Therefore the whole Art to make Tinctures consists, first in making of the red Metals as Gold, Iron, and Copper, irreducible, then to extract their Tincture, and to give an Ingress. This labour is a very easie thing to the knowing, but incredible to the unskillful; for I have some years since, shewn to some Friends out of kindness the destruction and fixation of such Metals, to​gether with the Extraction and Ingress, very plainly, and highly recommended to them this universal work; they have performed the fixation, but the Extraction and Inceration they have not done, although it is so easie that a Child of Ten years old may easily perform it. My hopes were, that when they had per​fected it, they should give me some of the Tincture, but in stead of a recompence, they told me they could not do it, which was because God kept his hand over it. After the way that is here shewn, Tinctures may be easiest prepared out of red Sulphureous Metals and Stones, and I have a small quantity of it by me, which will tinge red, I made it before my Sickness, and keep it as a memorial to my Posterity. Some perhaps may ask, whether there be not a nearer way to prepare Tinctures for Metals, than by Extractions and Fixations, which require much time and Costs. I answer, ‘tis certain there are nearer ways to fix SULPHURS in their whole substance without loss of weight, without any addition of Salts or Spirits of Salts, very easie and cheap; viz. by the Universal Coagulator into a Tincture, and by their particular Coagulators into Gold and Silver. Concerning the Coagulators I have already made them known, viz, that Lead is the Coagulator of Common SULPHUR, and vulgar MERCURY, Tin is the Coagulator of ARSENICK, and COBOLT, Iron and Copper are the Coagulators of ORPIMENT, SANDARACH, and all other Realgars, and that Gold and Silver are the Coagulators of the MERCURY of ANTI​MONY into a Tincture. Now concerning the Universal Coagulator, ‘tis not a Malleable or susible Metal, but only an immature Volatile Mineral, not much unlike to Lead Ore, and therefore the Philosophers have called it the SATURNINE MAGNESIA, and this is not all one and the same, for it is found in different colours and figures, so that he who will use them must well understand their difference, that he may not take the wrong for his work, and so lose his labour. The Ancients have not revealed this Volatile Mineral, but kept it as a Universal Coagulator in the greatest secrecy, and that not without reason, because they maturated their Volatile Metallick Spirits and Tinctures by it. Yet the Volatile Tinctures may also be fixed, without this Universal Coagulator, but that requires much time; there​fore they have used this Coagulator for an help, and so they could matureate the most Volatile Metallick Spirits into fixed Tinctures, in a short time, and this Compendium is the chiefest thing in the Chymical Art, see the Treatise of the THREE PRIN​CIPLES OF METALS. Now to return again to SULPHUR, and to demon​strate, that it may be easily made fixed in the Fire, which is thus: Take one part of Common SULPHUR, mix it with three or four parts of Lead Ashes, put this mixture into a strong Earthen Cementing Box, lute It well with a good strong Lute that will not crack, when the Lute is dry, put it Into a Cementing Furnace, or into such a Fire, that in the beginning will only melt the SULPHUR, so that it may penetrate the Lead Ashes, and hide it self in them, and so be initiated to the Fire, then by degrees increase your Fire from day to day, till at length the Crucible become to be of a dark brown, then increase your Fire still more, and continue this so long till the SULPHUR becomes quite fixed with the Lead Ashes, and constant in the Fire; and this will require eight or ten months time, during which time the SULPHUR becometh fixed, and hath tinged and fixed its Body, the Lead as much as it could, for it is not possible for it to fix all the Lead after this manner into Gold and Silver, but only part of it, yet so that an hundred-fold profit is made of it, if you proceed rightly in the matter. The reason of the melioration of the Lead is this: If SATURN hath power to make a Combustible SULPHUR, incombustible and fixed in the Fire, so that it neither fumes nor burns, then it is certainly as good and fit for tinging as another SULPHUR, which is made fixed by much labour of abstracting AQUA FORTIS from it. In this Fixat​ion the SULPHUR retains its Ingress, and therefore needs not to be given to it afterwards, for it had an Ingress when it was not fixed, and when it is made fixed it still retains it. This makes good that common saying of the Philosophers: If SULPHUR shall first penetrate SATURN, and SATURN attracts it willingly by reason of its great dryness, and unites it self with it, then it is said that NATURE REJOICETH IN NATURE. When it can be made red-hot with the Lead, then it is said, NATURE OVERCOMETH NATURE, but when the fixed SULPHUR remains constant with the Lead upon the CUPEL, then it Is said, NATURE RETAINS NATURE. This which I here declare so plainly, all Philosophers before me have kept very secret, but that I here reveal such great secrets, I have a reason for it, which is not necessary for every one to know. Now as we have here taught the fixation of SULPHUR by Lead, after the same manner the fixation of ARSENCIK is to be done by Tin, which becomes fixed with it in the Fire, to the great profit of the Artist, it recompenseth him with Gold and Silver upon the CUPEL, and this Work the Philosophers always kept very secret. COSMOPOLITE writes, that there is a small Fish, in the Sea named REMORA, which hath such power, that if it sits upon the Stern of the Ship, it causeth it to stand still so that although the Wind fills the Sails, yet it cannot move. In another place, he calls this Fish ECHENEIS, which if you read backwards, sounds Tin Ashes. Other Philosophers also write of this work of Fixing, that there are always two sorts of Birds in the Nest, or two sorts of Dragons in the Den, that one of them would willingly stay, which is the Body, but the other which hath Wings, would always fly away, yet at length it is by degrees so overcome by that which hath no Wings, that at last it endeavours no longer to fly. The same happens here to our Volatile ARSENICK, that is fixed with Tin Ashes, the Volatile part, ARSENICK is always striving to fly away, but the Tin Ashes binds and keeps it, that it is forced to stay against its will, and also become fixed with its Companion. Now as we have here proceeded with ARSENCIK and TIN, and with SULPHUR and LEAD, after the same manner must be done with ORP​IMENT, and MARS or VENUS, but with SULPHUR and the MERCURY of ANTIMONY, together with Gold and Silver, the fixation is per​formed after a peculiar manner, which fixation I have already declared, and therefore need not repeat it: This I would have noted concerning the Agents and Patients of Metals, but I am very well assured, although this fixation is very mean and easie in it self, that yet it will not easily be imitated, and that because I have made known so great a Secret in so simple and mean a Style. The World is full of Pride, and cannot give cre​dit to such mean things, but rather looketh after high, tedious, and sophisticate things, which are worthy of nothing, If they are but set off with fine words: God will have it so, that these great Secrets may not fall into the hands of the Impious. Here, In the fixation of the Common SULPHUR with Lead, and ARSENICK with JUPITER, ORPIMENT with MARS and VENUS, I have spoken openly, and hid nothing, yet I am certain it will not be taken in hand, partly because of the length of time required in the fixation, which will deter many from this work, many who shall read it will not be able to believe, that so easie a fixation hath been done, because none hath hitherto written of the like cheap way of Mel​iorating Metals, not spoke so plainly as I have done. Many will take Exceptions at my Person, and say, if it was true what GLAUBER writes of this easie fixation of the inferiour Metals, to transmute them into Gold and Silver, he would do it himself, and thereby make himself rich, and not publish things of so great a concern. To this I answer, that my great Age, and many weaknesses will not permit me to take such things in hand, by which nothing but Worldly Riches are acquired, which sometimes do men more harm than good, which I never did nor ever will seek after. If others will do it, they may. I trouble not my self about the Mamon, but prepare my self for a happy passage into a more peaceable Life, where there is no strife nor misery, but everlasting Peace, and everlasting Light reigns perpetually. But in that I have discovered those great Secrets, by which those who seek after them, may become very rich, I have done it out of a good meaning, viz. that if many by this shall attain good means, that some of them at least may assist the poor out of their abundance. To this end only have I discovered these Luciferous Secrets, and not at all to please the Proud and Covet​ous. But yet although I have described all plainly without any reserve of the Manuals thereunto belonging, I am very well satis​fied, that God will keep his hand over it, and will not indiff​erently give his Blessing to all in it, but will so dispose it, that his gifts may not be misused. And therefore I am very well satisfied, that Art will remain Art, although it be never so clearly laid down before the Eyes of all Men. To whom God will give it, him I envy not, but wish him Gods Blessing with it, and earnestly exhort him, that when God hath blessed him, that he by no means forget the Poor.

                                  AMEN.

