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Af, I fOTATIOf,S

UPON TEE

COTTITTIATTOf,

OF

I. I IRACULIIH t{UtrDr.

Explalrlng aad Defendla8 tbe SECRETS therela coatoraed; As aleo the

True AURUU POTABfLE tberela lentloned.

ft l.s truly E41dr that Ee rho bul.lds en Eouee by tbe Et6[ray exposeth

Its Bulldlng to tbe Judgnente of all eorts of aea, aad to thelr cenaure

especlally rho have not arr{ Il eaough ln Archltecture, to erect a Country

Cottage. Tbe aane le ront to bappep to t!,ose rbo rrlte coacernlng thlage

aot conuoa or uDkDom. For you eball presently hear people eaJringr

fgO XNOWS IEETEER IEIS BE TRUE OR mT? Ibereby aXeetfylng that tbey

srnns! perceJ,ve tbose tlingS rh:lch exceed tbelr CapacltJr; but nevertbe-

less tbey yJ'll not altogetber reJect then, be cauee they are yet ln

doubt conceralng the trutb of tben. fhls tbelr doubtlees ls not to be

taken 11lr becauee 1t proceedeth fron lgnoraace, but not fron eDvJr.

On,tbe coatrary, tbere te anotber eort of perverBe !€D, rho belng puffed

up rJ.tb tbelr orn putatltlous kaorledge, deeplee uaknora thlnge, not

out of etnpllclty or. lgnoraace, but out of a treer dlabollcal envy to

thoee rbo bave a greater kaorledge and erper{.ence of tlJ.ags tbaa then-

gelveg.

llbJ's hatb aleo bappened, end doth dally happen to ae, especlal.ly
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Elace the publlehlng of ny HIRACULUM l.tURDI, la that I bave there dls-

cloeed Secrets of 6reat noneat, of rhlch the Vulgar, lor yet the bub-
a'

bles of hvyr bave plAlaly no knorledge; erd therefore out of neer Drvy,

reproacb tben for Unprofitable aad False.

But to stop the noutbs of such peraona, f lntend ehortly to bu1ld

a epaclous and rell-firrnlshed Laboratory, and ln 1t to place a good

Iaborloue Operator, rbo belug occupled theretn rltb contluual Labours,

ehall aher the Dlvlne londers to thoee rbo deslre to see tbe 88tr€r

fhlcb belng done, I shall have no further need to defend ny frltlngs

agalnst €yery Calunnlator; aeelng tbat f knor there y111 be tbose (GOD

r1111ng) hereafter, rbo rlll defend tbe trutb rhlch they have aeen rlth

the:Lr etes and haadAed rlth tbelr hauds.

In tb.le Laboratory ehall be aeen not only those lrtlflclaL destlll-

l'ag Frrraaces, ard !y Prees for locd, rltb the clrculatory fnetrunents

leceeaary for the easle raklng of Sa1t-Petre; but also thoee thlnge

eball be ahered, rb5'cb I have treated of ln ny MIRACULUU MItFDf, and

lts Contlnuatloni lear aad uucb Eore tbaa I lave there declared.

Tboee tbLngE alao rhlch I have aecrtbed to ay AIIRUM POTABILE shall

be denoaetrated to be the very truth, vlz. Tbat crude llercury, ln an

bour or trofs tlue, nay be by lt converted l.ato pure Gold. lfor sball

thls on1y be proved, but also tbat after uy AURUM POTABILE batb tlnged

ead cbaaged the }iERCIIRI lnto pure and constant GoId, that nevertbelees

lt hath yet great V1rtue, ylz. tbat any Areenlck, rhether lhlte or yel-

1or, belng dlgeated ln lt for eone boure, ls ao changedr tbat lts pols-

oDouB quallty paeebth lnto a good l{edlclaer reelstllg all Poleon. lor
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dotb lt ouly becone a pouerful l{edlclae agalnst veaonoua aud tncureable
dlseases, rhlcb caanot be eradlcated by purglng, bleedlng, ereatlag,

aad the llke Renedies, rhltLst lt Tlactureth the eyll Bunoure ln the

Bloodr and other parts of tbe Body, aad cbangetb then luto good Eunours.
But tbls aleo belug sSnnged lnto Medlclae, and. tts Venon converted,

sberetb lts porer 1n t{etals; lf l t be cast upon nelted copper, then

tbe Copper Poured out and proved on a Cupel rltb Saturn, leaveth behlnd

tt aoue good Sllver aad Gold. These tro proofs are sufftclent for the
defence of EJ' AITRUM POTABTLE. But that aalr one nay yet be rendered

Eore certalu, after those tro Eqlerlneats, vLz. tbe coagulatlon and

traasnutatlon of llercury lnto pure oold, and the converslon of polsoa-

ous arsenlck luto a aafe Hedlcanent, he nay yet try a tblrd, and that

lqdeed lncredlble, rlth tbe eane AURIIU POTABILE that bath been tytce

ueed, as before, and thls not upoa olld or sllgbt poleoae, but upon

tbe nost dan6eroue, and lndefeaslble both to llen, Beaste, aad all llv-

lug tL[n6sr to rlt, ]lercury subunate, rhJ-cb be1s6 dlgeeted for sone

loura ln tbe eald AIIRUM POTABILE, Iayeth aslde all !.te hortd aad tor-

aldable Venon, 'nd Inseeth lnto a eafe purgJ,ag aad Dl_aphoretlck Medlc_

lnet aad loalng 1ts foraer rhlte Colour aad comoslve Venon, lt becoaes

a sleet red Porder, purglng out tbe GOUT, FOX, LEPROSfET aBd other de-

teetable dleeases, aad lnpregnateth Saturn ln sone Deasure rlth a Gold,-

cu 8lacture. So aleo rblte Arsenlck, after dlgestlon, putteth off lts

rhlte colour, Ioeetb tts comoelve faculty, aad J's cbanged lnto a sueet

rnd yellor potder.

lhese Eperlnentg eld Proofe ought not to be bl.dden to tbe Stud,lous
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of good Medlcinesr but to be nade oaalfeet to the everlastlag aud ln-

uortal testlnoay of tbe llrutbr agalast all lgaorant SopLleters yhatso-

oYer.

f laver tor ay defence, tbe nost sbarp Srord of ltrutb,, rhose edge,

lf any deelre to feelr let h1m cone forth; the defence of tbe l lrutb rtII

be grateful and easie to ue, altbougb the nallce of tb,e rbole rorld

should opPoEe Ee. I here challenge all thoee Calunnlators rbo belng

uoved by a dlabollcal eavy, have eodeavoured to oppose ny nost true

lrltlngs; let theu cou€ forth rrltb thelr fvea l.nto the opeu llght, aud

lnto the vler of the rbole Uorld, aad ehen aay Drperlnent llhe to tbose

rhlcb ! bere pron1.se to ehev, tbat re Eay see hov ft1tblly or baeely

tbey r11I appearr 3:lke tbe darkneee vaal.shJ.ng by the llght and splend-

our of tbe 8ua. ff they cernot, ae ladeed 1t 1e not 1a thelr power,

(for he that bath arry kaovledge of tblngs never coatenaeth a good one)

nor rllL be poselble lor tben to do; forasnuch as tbey kuor nothlug,

1t le but reasouable thet for tbe tlne to cone they sboutd restraln

thelr rlrulent tonguea, and ceaee to calunnlate tb,ose thlngs rhlch they

neltber kaor, aor understald.

I do not'ronder that those Slaaderere, attenptlng the coagulatlou

of lfercury lnto Gold, have ened, aeetug that 1t batb aonetlnes happened

to uy eelf, tbat f bave emed tro or three tlaes togetherr and could

not effect that lfransuutatlon, untll the cause thereof ras knora to

le! For 1f through too nrch haste the huddl.ty of tle AIIBIII,I POTABfLE

liel.l e:rhale or eyaporate too fastt the l{ercury behg drled upr caaaot

be eufflciently penetrated, uor t[rougbly thged.
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Aa eFour aleo nay be connltted, lf the glass contalnlng tbe Mercury

aad the AIIRUM POTABILE gror hot too faet, eo tbat the l,tercury rtth the

IURII}I POTAtsILE boll, 'and leapsr dlepereetb lt Eelf by too nuch notlon,

eld exhlbltetb 1t eelf ln forn of a porder, rhen lt ought to renala ln

the bottour coacreted, lnto a round E8,B6r So rlll be also greatly err,

rho eball uee Mercury that le not pure and, cleaa, but adulterated, and

deflled rltb DaDy eofdes or lnpurC.ttes, rhlch Inpedlnents deny lngress

to the Tlncturer e.ud reader tbe trlal uacerta1u aad precarlous. Tbere-

fore lt te necesaary that thc llercury be flret reII ground vlth Salt

aad Viaegart la a LIGI|UI! VfTAE, or Stone or Glaee llorter, aad by a d1I-

15ent rashlng freed fron all lte blackness; rbereby tt nore eaelly ad-

dtteth tbe tlacture. f bave found tbat Hercury very flt for thJ-s Oper-

atlonr rhLch ls eubl':lned by tbe FIILI{EI Of JOVE, lnto rhich ny AIIRUM

POTABILE batb a enlft fn6rese, and ttngeth the rbole of lt.

Truly J.t ebcrs tbe great t6noraace and boldlees of those Calnrnnlat-

orsr to dare to apread euch faLee cl,Fnroure aDd runoura, saylug, IEAT

HERSURY CAIrroT BE rITDEED TnfGED Imo COLD BY Mr AIIRUM POTABILE, BUT

TEAT llEE GoLD TETCE TAS BEFORE IIV I{T AIIRIII.{ POTABILE APPTIEIE TT SELF

ro rEE ttERcIIRI, AND Itt SOME SORt COAGULATETB IT, BUT mrH I{OT RUIDER

fT EIXT AITD @NSTAIIT. But thle ls lndeed a very rude and lgaorant Aes-

ertloa, rhlcb everTr oae but neaaly yerBed 1a the haailllng of Gold aad

llercury, ls able to dctect of Folly.

. For lf connoD Gold, dleeolved 1n Uater, rould readlly coagulate

lfercury, rbat sbould re further geek or deslre? But thle 1s greatly

rlde of the uatter, eeelng that ln all sucb Solutlons tbe Gold ln
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dlgestlon adleres to the lnJected l lercury by preclpltatlon; and passeth

rlth tt lnto a tD,1te Al,tlLGAf'IA, tbe lfercury constantly perserrlng la

lts pr:letlae f,aturer not edn{ tthg tbe least tranenutatloa lnto Gold,

tbe rb,lch erceedeth aot tie Lnorledge aad capaclty of Rustlcke, but

le dlfficult to be understood by those putatltloue Doctore, uho believe

sucb tb,lngs to exceed aII Be1lef.

ft ls reII knoml tbat the purest GoId hatb Eo Eore of perfectlon

than rbat lt aeedeth for lte orn defeace; tbat hath not the least potrer

to anend any other netalr and to render lt fJ.rt and constantr nuc.b less

that lt can coa,gulate llercury, (the derlder of all Alchyalets and Soph-

letere) lato CoId. Ot both ls nade a rbl.te fi.{ALGAI{A, but not hard

yellor OoId coaetant ln tbe ELre. Ee that bellevetb aot ne, let bJ'n

nake trlal hl.ueelfr ald he eball flud 1t ansrerable to ny tords. Be-

aldesr all corporeal Gold refuaetb eolutlou by flrt trltre, of tb5.cb

ny AURUM POTABILE l.e prepared, tbe rb5.cb, 1f tt tere yet posslble, tbe

Gold rould trot be bid ln 1t, but the eolutlon rould be ye1lor, and rould

colour the aldn rttb a gubrubld or blaclcleh colour, rblcb ny AIIRUI{ POT-

ABILE doth Bot. llberefore lta tlngl.n8 Ylrtue couelsteth aot ln corpor-

caL Oold, but ln a 6olden lllncture, fron the flrst EnS of GoId., Gonyer-

ted, lnto aa Aetral Eseence, by tle beneflt of Art. By a llke reasou

the ASTRUM of LIII|A lnpreeeetb Hercury rnttb tbe nature of Sllverr the

ASTRUU of VEYUS traasnuteth J't lnto Copper, tbe ASIRUM of ldARIt conyer-

teth tle saDe lato bard Ironr the ASTRUI{ of JIIPIBER of 1t nalceth Tlat

rad ttre ASTRUM of Satura lnvestetb lt rlth tbe ne,ture of Lead. For

l{crcury 1g traaeauted l'nto that l{etalr rhoee ASTRIII{ tt eha1l recelve.
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So the ASTRUM of ltlercury chaugeth all tbe netals lnto a ruanlag ARGEg11-

WVEr altbough thte transnutatlon brlugs llttle or !o proflt. lfever-

tbeleser f'lntend to prepare the ASTRUIIS of all the letala, and tbereby

to aher tbe porer of Xature aad Art to the atudlous of the Truth, and

so to aan{ fest lt to the forld. The ASTRUMI! of netale belng extracted

fron thelr flrst EIIS, tbey ere !o longer netals, but thelr ttngtng Antnats

rhlch at lengtb rrltb Mercury, becone corporeal netals.

Thle 1e tbe true aud genulne Fouadatlon, upoD rlulch tbe rho]e etruct-

ure of uy AURUM POTABILE ls bullt. Therefore, aa pur€ GoId, cannot

render llercury partaker of lts ora goldea naturel so ncltber Sllver,

aor Copperr Dor r4y other netal, r11I coaaunlcate tta nature to ltlercury,

but belag preclpltated, rttractetb 1t to lt eclf, but J'n no rlse changeth

lt. Eeace thc Ph1loeopbers eay, Sbat tbc Tlactures of lletals are not

to be eougbt ln tbe retels tbenselvee, but ln tbelr flret EI{S. As

BASfL YALDTTII{E;

Quod prlua Entla aon cfflcluatt

Eoc Aunrn & Argentun Eon facluat.

fhlch 1e to be reII regarded by hl.n rbo deelrcs t9 attaln hls rlsbee.

hon all theee thlnge lt appears, tbat ay AURUM POTABfLE belng uade

of the fl'ret DtS of GoId, by Artr lato al Aetral tlncture, ought to be

ra excellent lledJ.ct.nc; ae aleo tf,at tt t's auch, f have largely denon-

atrated: For 1f lt rsro aot better then a coDEoB Solutlon of GoLdr lt

roul'd aot chrage lfercury lato true @oldr aeltber alao rould lt bave

tte lnrer of treaenrtlag a toet potent Polson !.tlto ea crcelleat lledlc-

1De. tttbout doubt, aucb lfe&lcarcnte, rbl'ch by tle belp of Dy AURIIM
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POIABILE, frou uoat vlolelt Polaone, are chengcd lato ealubrlous a

rature, ae Aatldotes, do porerfully reelst other Poleoner aud perttn-

aclous Dls€aees, artd nay be ueed ln Phyetck rlth 6reat adr{ratlon.

ibat rouJ-d lt proflt, lf tbe Body sbould be purged by an buadred stools,

and at tbe eane tlne tbe Dleease dotb not conslst 1u the uatter of stools,

but stl lJ. keeps lts place, aud glves Bo ralr, ercept lt be attacked tu

lts orn quartere? feither 1111 1t avall- any tblng to let aII the blood

out of the body, lf the aeat of the Dlseaee be not ln tbe blood. lea,

lf lt tere flred, end the rhole uaa of blood rholly corrupted, 1t rould

be la val,a to uadertake to aneud tbe aane by bleodl'ng; for all the blood

crrnot be drara out, rttbout perll of Llfe. lrd 1f, for exanple eaket

tro or threo p,ounde of trenty abould be lcft Ln the bo{yr to be anended

by eanguJ'fyJ.as Heate aa,d Drlnlcs, aad 6ood Blood to bc encreaeed, yet

tbe eveat rould not be anarerable, becauee the encrcaslng blood rould

be cornrpted, by the forner. E. G. An Eogsbead of ebarp Yl-negar, out

ol rhlcb, lf you ehould drar al.l the Tlnegarl leavlng oBly the Leest

aad ebould by degreea pour lato Lt aobJ.e end geaerolra trlne, the Wlne

rould be, plalnly corrupted by those few faeces. Even ao 1t ls rltb

thooe t!.rcd Dtatases, rtulch lave taken auch deep root tu the buuaae

body, tlat tf,ey caaaot bc tahcn rray netther by PurglnglEleedlagr nor

Sreat1n6l Dot by outrard Aaotltln8e. Therefore they are to be tlnged

etld eneaded ln thoee placeel to r!1cb they pertlaaclously adberer by

tle belp of tlacturea or Aetral l{edlclnesr ae above 1e doae rlth Mer-

curyr ald llercury eubUnatc, that reraLnlag thcrer tlcy ray Dut or a

better aature aad qoallty, aad ao farther uolcat ttrc iunane body.
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Aad tbls 1s tbe true and geaulae ray of Curlag radlcated and lncureable

Dleeaeea. Iet f rould not be eo uaderstood, ae 1f I condenned all Pur-

6atlon; foi PurgtB€ uirng ueed at a due t1ue, brlnge ao enarr proflt.

Blood-lettlng also belug seaeouably ueed, raats not 1te utlrlty; but

belag oftea abused, 1s tbe cauae of great nlechlefa, and not seldon

hastens on ultlnely death.

lloreoverl the follorlng Experlnents, for the trylng the Truth of

ay AURUM POTABILET 1e aot to be coatenned. Rub eone ARGENT-VIVE upon

e snall Sllver Plater ead rbat 1e euperfluoue, and dotb not adhere,

rlpe off rltb a Llaea clothr after thc raancr of Goldsnlthe, (or Gl1d-

ers) rho 611d rlth tbe AltALGAl,tA of OoId end Qulck-ellver: Dt-gest the

Stlver Plate ln ny AURUl.t POIIABILE, for balf an bour, ot an bour, then

tdre 1t outr ead you shall eee rlth bor falr a Golden Colour lt rtII

be 911t. For l.n tbls dJ.gestlou tbe l{ercury 1g not ao heated, that lt

can vanlsb ln enoak, end therefore adhereth to the Sllver Plate, and

ls ttnged by ay AURUM POIABILE lato the beet OoId. Xor try the eane

opcratlon rltb a^nother Sllver Plate, rubbed oyer rlth ARGEI|T-VfVE, aad

d16eet lt la a golutlon coatalnlng corporeal Oo1d, to aee lf that Plate

t111 be gc'It LLkc the otber. For tbe Plate conlag out rbtte, you rLll

aee a vcrJr great dlfference.

f eould bere add nore rucb Experlnente, lf I thougbt lt needful.

ff Goldenltbe (or Gllders) could glld thelr Sllver Veseele, by euch

e coetlon (or dlgeetloa) ln a eolutton of corporeal GoId, rlthout doubt

they rould aooD leave tbc connoD rey of 611d1Dg by the ll{AlGAl.lA of Mer-

curJr aad Gold, because .bt,tte polalonoue Hercurlal firne, affecttn6 tbe
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bodlee of thoqe rbo handle lt9 lt le ront to caet then lnto dalgerous

and laettng Dlse86€Eo But bqcause they can effect aothlag by such gold-

eolutx.ofis, tbey ari forced to euperaeda tbelr uee, ead to acquleece

tbe old ueual ray..

Tbese fer tblags of ay AURUI{ FOTABILE, rhlcb le the Fourth and Last

Artlcle 1l ny CO$TINUATION OF TIIRACULUU MInrDIl f an coastralned to pub-

Ilah for lts.defencel tbet oyGr!/ oDe Dq)r hnor f lave not attrlbuted too

nucb to ltr but tbat lt can perforn puch Dore; the tnrth of tbl.ch I an

ready to e:rb1blt. 'll&ereforg .tbls lc a lledlcaneut nost' rortby to be

preeented t9 Oreat and foble lfenr aa a precloue Glft.

Ae for tbe fhlrd Proceee 1u tbe aans lork, rb5.cb ls offered to Pby-

elcane and Cltlr.ene, that tbey nay by aa easle labour obtah 6ood Hed-

tclnes for l{aa-klnd, aud aa honeet llvcll,hood; 1t ts opealy aad clearly

deacrlbedr eo tbat ln lt ngt tbe leaet tblag te blddetr or coacealed,

I caaaot force any to bell,cve or try the latter; f lave caough to do

rlth rJr of,B affalrs; but lf tn.ny fouth I could lave obtalned eucb a

llaanrductloal es I bave hltherto and etlll do adrn{4l6ter to otbers, f

ebould lot bave been f,orced to tbe eearcbLag out of f,atrire ritb so great

charge aad labours, beavy atl'nkal eud great danger of Ey ldfe, as I

[aye. I bere agaln aesert that rhlch I have often aseertedl ftz,. That

by the firlnlaatlng of Salt-Petre rltb Ttrn and Hereury, uuch GoId and

Sllver le acqulred; rblc.b tblEg I bave ofteu d,oae, aad as yet can do

ttr aad do pronlee tbat l.n due tlae I rfU denoaetrate 1t Btrbll.ckly ltr

ry Laboratory to ffi,ende. Tbe otber polsltg 1o rll.cb I bave taugbt hor

Rtcb len lay augaent or luprove tholr gold and 8i.IvaD1 ltrGh eafer tbaa
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tbey are ront to do by puttlng tt to Usuryl I bave tnrJ.y aud can4ld.ly

revealedr aDd bave kept back notb1n6. F. B. But tbat tbere are

other ralrs of rcqulrlag Rlcbes, rltbout great coet and Labours at

tbe Elrer tbe troub].eeone E)rerclae of llercbandlser or other thlngs,

dlsturblng or hurtlng tbe nlnd, r do la no rlse deny. For the llke

thlags are eyery rbere obvlous, 1a dlvere praces of uy tr l t lngsr €s-

pectally ln tbe 2, 5, aad 4th. parte of TEE PROSPERTT oF GERHANY,

rbere nentlon 1a lade of an Excellent f,ork, by aeaae of rh5.cb an hon-

est l lvel lhood uay be obtalned ln tranqull l ty, r l tbout nolse, nelt-

1ags, and blorlaga of EeJ.Iors, aad tbat by tbe help of a certaln

later extractlng Gold aad Sllver fron Sard, Eartb, C1ay, Stones, and

lllneralsr rltbout great labour and coete. And although there should

aot be at hand aa;r etrcb Earth, Sand, or Stoaes, rhtch contala Gold

and Sllverl fron rblch these cannot be ellcted by corunoa aeltlng;

(yet tbere le hardly eay place ln the [orld, rhere these natters do

not occur) nevertheleee tberq le no rant of Lead aad T1a, fron rhlch

tro at all tlnes, and tn alL BJ,acee of tbe forld, OoId aad Sl1ver,

by tbe.belp of the sal'd later of Saltepetr€ uay be extracted; rhlch

ls a.a excellent aad profltable Art, tbe rhl.cb, Iest lt should dl-e

rltb ae, f have alreadgr atrered tt to aore Frlends.

I eleo here proEl.ee, tbat,lu uy publlck Laboratory I r11l sbew

ead denoaatrate varlous Secrete. But let Eo EaD pererade hlneelf

'tbat I rtLl do th!"e to rll ren, rltbout deecrtrJ.aatt'on, or adntt

rvorJr unknora Peraoa to thle denonetratlonr but oaly tbose rhoee

Plety rad Candour I ly eelf have loa€ kaorn, or eucb ee eball be

recoonended by tben, or other kaora Frlends.
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l{oreoverr besldes Dy publick la.batory, I y111 also bave a privlte

oner ln rblcb ehalI be eheved to ny Frlends the Dore curlous and ex-

eellent thiage rhlch f have ueutloned 1n ny Wrlt1ngs.

Tbere shall be sbered rare and bJ.therto uaknorn Honders of lfature,

ae Vegetable and l,ltneral Plants. Ae for s1arnp1e.

VEGETABLES 0F A METALLICK lfAfURE; of rhlch're bave spokeu 1n tbe

Treatlee of IHE I|ATURE OF SALTE.

EERBS SpRIilcrNc Up OR cROWntc OIIT OF EARD FLTNTS, yEA, OUT OF

PTECES OF IRON.

I'ETAI,S IN A rEtt'EOURS GROWITG UP LrKE VEGETABLES, By THE HELP OF

A cERTArll WATER; coacernhg rhLch, Eee ay Deecrtption of the Llquor

of Fl luts, ln the Second Part of hrraaces.

IIETALS rN A FEW EOURS SPACE, LrKE EERtsS, *TTTEOUT TEE ADDITToN OF

aNY FORETGN MATTER, GROWT!{G UP, 8O TEAT TEEY IOSE NOTEING il{ TEE rRrAL

OF TtsE SUPEL.

Also dlvere aaaual Operatlons, and Conpendiuus aot connon 1a t.he

DletlUatlon of excellent Splrlts, profltable both ln Alchyny and Phy-

stck, such are Spirlt of lIltre, SplrLt' of 5a1t, AQITA-trDRTfS, AQITA-

REGIS, aad the l lke, by ub5,ch they are eo"eaalLy aad srlf t ly dtst l l led,

that rlth tro or tbree pound of Coaler by a Body ald Eead, ln Eaad,

eyerJr hour nay be OlstlLled oae pouad of aplrlt, and that 60 pure,

sreet, aad clearl tbat lt needs ao rectlflcatJ'ou.

Brt eeelng tbat thle le a thla6 uaheard of, and therefore rIlI

be looked upon by tbe coEnon Chyulsts aa a tblng lacredLble, f ssnnof

forbear bere oLly to polat at the ray, by rhlcb lt nay app€ar posslble

to be doBe.
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Suppose that I have need of eone pouuds of eplrlt of ealt, and

raat the opportualty of preparlng lt 1n a roag t14e, by the force of
a'

f1re, f  uee the fol lorlnt preparatlon. fnstead of a great and con-

tlnual flrer f uee a aeparatory Art, severlag the pure frou the ln-

Pur'€r dleeolvlng connon Kltcbla-sa1t, or salt-petrer 1n co'rnoa fater,

aad addlag to the solutlon put lnto a Cucurblt a separatory sulpbur.

The Cucurblt,  rt tb a Eead or Retort, (by thlch also the Dletl l lat lon

nay be nade) belng aet 1n aaudl f kladle a flre, by rhlch the rater

contalnlng tbe salt uay bolr, aad eo by the aulpbur, ln the bolling,

the pure parte are aeparated fron the lapure; the purer parts are

rendered verJr lugacloue and ereet clear eplrlts; the groaaer, lore

earthy aad flrt aalt, renalneth l'a tbe Cucurblt or Retort, of a yery

ronderful f,ature and Property. And after thls Dauer, fron one pouad

of salt or ealt-petre, Eay easlly be d1stl l led oDe pourd of apir l t

of aa1t, or splr l-t  of l l tre. Froa a pretty large Cucurbit,  ln ten

houre, nay be nade ten pounds of eplrlt of salt, or splrlt of l$ltre,

rh,lch tro splrite belag nfed together, rdre an AQUA-REGIA. lhe quan-

t l ty of your aplr l . t  ln each Dlstl l lat loa 1111 be greater or lesser,

accord1ng aB your Cucurblt 1a larger or Bnaller. Ee tbat deslretb

to ndre AQUA-REGIA by the eane dlstlllatlon, nuet dlssolve equll parts

of eelt aad ealt-petre 1a later, and deetl l  by a Body or Retort.

Thls la tndeld an excellent Conpeadluu for all tbose that aeed

a 6reat quantlty of tboee Splrtts. Goldr 811ver, aa also ell the

other lletals, uay be dieeolved rlthout AQIIA-FRTfS, or AQUA-REGfS,

ead tbe llke aplrlts, by the help of certaln aalts dlasolved ln latert
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thlch truly le also a fanous fnventlon. So also 1t ls r l th those other

rare Erperlnente above neuttoned; as for exanple, rt  a netal ou6ht

to gror ln'helgbtr eonethlng coatrary ls to be added to 1t; for thls,

rllle lt flleth fron lte coatrarJr, arletng out of the naee, groreth

up a6 rell ln tbe dry aa the uolst tay.

ff re tould have aa hard lletal or Fllnt brtn6 fortb an Eerb; the

l{etal, rbetber l t  be gold, el lver, copper, lrou, t la, or lead, are

flrst to be reduced lnto a teader Porder by ealtsr and tbat Porder

belng put lnto aa Eartben Veseel, 1e to be uoletened rith a certala

pecullar laterr and tbe eeeds of the Eerbs to be sored or set thereln,

rhlcb after they are 6rorn to perfectlon, are to be no longer nolateued,

but t!.e gorder 1e to be enpoeed to tbe Rays of the Sun, rhlch agala

beconlng a uetal or eF hard atone, pLa1a1y llke to aaother netal or

etoae, contalnetb tbe la.herlng Roote of the Berb, ald caueeth the lgnor-

ant to 6rrnli6 hor aa Eerb ehould 6rou out of a plece of Oold, Sllver,

frou, Copper, or an bard Fllnt. Tbie l.e also certaln, aad sot to be

doubted, tbat the sal.d Eerbs ao grorlng out of tbe Metals, do obtaln

the nature and propertlee of those out of whlcb they arlee.

Althougb these Erperlnents of Eerbs tbus 6rorl.ng afford no profltt

yet they are noble Operatloas of f,ature aad Art, *qot Dore ln then

tban tbey prodee at tbe flret elgbt, therefore I bave not here brougbt

tbeu la vala, laaenucb as they are of no saall DoEeDt.

But tbat f uay here (at leaat) nentlon souerbat of thl.s grorrlng

faculty of Vegetables end Hetale, be lt knorn to ever5r one, tbat ln

ny publLck Laboratory ehall be aeen tbe eeeds of all gorts of Eerbs,
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aDd especlal ly of Gra1n, as fbeat, Barley, oats, aad otbers, vrz. by

rbat EeaDa tbey nay be so prepared, ae to acqulre e erl l t  faculty of

grorlng, 
"oa 

tn"t oae gralD Eay produce ten, trenty, or tblrty strong

atalks, rlth full ears, and frult an bundred foLd.

In llke Laaner aball be ebered to sone Frlende, bov Salt-Petre,

as the only pronoter and belper of tbe grorlag faculty, nay be sosed

1t eelfr so tbat 1t sbaIl recoEpence the labour an bundred fold; for

aalt-petre nurt lplLeth l t  eelf,  aad groveth up out of corunoD ealt,

I lke other Vegetables; rbence that old Proverb of sovlng of ealt nlght

perhaps talce lts Orlglna1.

It bebovetb tbat I here uake aentlon of yet anotbEr ronderful

thlng concernlag the grorlgg faculty, to be sbern (Goa dl1J.ng) ln ny

prlvate Laboratory. ADd 1t 1s tble, tbat GoId and Stlver do grou,

are oDcreased and nult lpI led out of trosa Satura, even as tbe seede

of Vegetablesr out of a dunged aud ealt Eartb, eo tbat la f l f ty ouaces

tbere 1e dally an auguentatLou of one ounce, 1f uot of tro. Ee that

ehall be here a good Eusband.naa, and akJ-Ilful J,n plou6hlng of Saturn,

and readerlng hln fertlle, ead of sorrlag or plantlng 1n Lln a flt

aeedr he r11I bave a plentlful Earvest, ansrerable to the eeed vhlcb

he aored, and rlll eaelly gal'a three or four tlaes ae uuch.

Therefore, becauee the grorlng faculty of Vegetablee, Aalnale,

ead l,[Iaerals, or Hetals, ta]etb lts rlse fron tbe oaly aad Unlverea1

SeIt of the Earth, and thls fron the Salt of tbe Sea, and the Sea

Salt, fron the Sun, 1f the Dlvtne Ooodaess ehall graat ue Llfe, I

1111 sbeu to ny Frlends, how by auall labour and cbarge, the Ualversal
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SaIt fatness, flt for the rendrlng all barea and eandy ground frult-

ful,  lnatead of Dungr. Eay be copLously aeparated frou Sea SaLt. Iea

lf need requlre, I  cta easl- ly denonstrate, that aleo the natural Seed

of Gold, the true Unlversal l{edlche Eay be prepared of the BaEe, or

that l t  nay be acquired fron the vlelble Ocean rhich ls knorn to every

Man. But eeelng tbat belongs not to thls place, le refer the Reader,

deelrous of eucb eubtl le kaorledge, to the Treatise of the l lature of

Sa1te, rbere be rtI l  f lnd those thlngs whlch 1111 satisf le h1s deslre.

These, and the llke Experlnents eball be shevn ln ry Laboratoryt

anong al l  rhlch, that ls tbe noet excelleut, by uhtch a l , lan, rr l thout

tbe lnconnodlng of another, and rl th great quletaese and Traaqull l tyt

nay honestly get h1s Food and Raluent. There shall  be also denoust-

rated thoee four ARCANUMS treated of 1n ItsE COIITINUATION OF l{lracuLun

Muadl, and Dany other thlnge treated of 1a ny [rltlagsr rblch EanJr

belleve canaot be effected. that so f, by glvJ.ng an ocular Denonstrat-

lou, nay vlndlcate uy f,r l t lnge fron tbe fnJurlee and Reproachee of

tbe lgnorant, aad also leave behtnd ne sonevbat for the 6ood of Pos-

terlty.
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A

T.NEAITSE

of the

f ,ATT'RE OF SALTS:

otr  A

crear Descrlpt lon, declarlng by a perfect Erplanatlon, the lfature,

Propert leer aad uee of aucb Salts aE ere coanoary knon, as also of

a certaln other Yery roaderful Salt,  hltherto unknora to tbe Wor1d;

by rhose help all Vegetables, Aaluals, and l,llaerals, rlthout dlnlnut-

1on of thelr relghtr or cbange of thelr forn, nay be transnuted lato

hard and luconbuetLble Bodlce:

f,rTH

A noat f lrn Deuonetratlon that Salt (after God and the Sua) l .s the

only Beglanlagr Orlglnalr Propagatlon and Augnentatlon of al l  thlngs;

fron rblch tbe greatest Treasure of the rhole forld; and the greateet

Rlches nay be obtalned.

TEE PREFACE.

The naa1.fold and varlous eorta of food, rbether prepared Of Flesb,

or Elsbr lf brou6bt to tbe Table aot eeasoned rlth Salt, are not grate-

ful to the Palat; ln as nuch as they aelther e:rbl'blt a pleasant reI-

' lab, aor conduce to the'health of tbe Body. Every uaa 1111 readlly

aasent to the tntb of th5.s trlte aad nrlgar ldaxla, 1f be ahall con-

alder rltb aD accurate nlnd, tbat enong all tbe SeaEoalnge aad Saucee
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of food, Salt holdeth the cblefest pLace, and that there 1e no other

equll to lt, eo that anoDg Eo lanlr, there 1e no one to be preferred

to l t .

Therefore rhat great aad excellent Treasures, adnlrable Vlrtues,

aad nost rorthy Erdornents, ln rh1ch, by di l lgent searcb, aad laquls-

lt1on tbe nlnds of DeD lalr be occupled, are contaiaed tbereln, f bave

deternlned 1n thls preeeat llreattae to enqulre hto, and declare; ln-

aenucb as for tbe epace of flfteen or sl,rteeD yearal f have eadeav-

oured aothlag Eore, tban that by aII ny Labours I ulgbt serve the

Dlvlne Oloryr rad tbe publlck good. For by uy flrst eadeavours I

publlehed a fork, treatlDt of PEIIOSOPEfCAL FURNACES ln flve partat

and I tlscovered flve hrnaces, adapted to tbe varloue nodee of Dls-

tlllatlon; f aleo sbered the ray of preparlng (by aa artlflcal ua"ner)

excellent Hediclnes rblcb drlve ayay varlouq aad dlvers Dlaeaaes aff-

lectlng tbe Eunane Body, rhlch profltable and artlflcal Iaventlonst

!o Ean before ue bath reYealed.

f,ext follors ny MfilERAI, WORK, aherln6 tbe Or161na1r and enendatlon

of lletale aad ltlaerale: To rhlch eucceedeth uy PEARI{ACOPOEIA SPAGI-

RICA, ln three parts, treatlug of Vegetablee, and by rhat Eeane eff lc-

acloue Hed1c1ne6 Eay be prepared of tbeu.

fext after tbese, ra8 Elr IORK of ItsE ADMIBABLE trATURE AND PROPER-

TIES OF SALT-PETRE, ln rbJ.ch te eolldly denoaetratedr tbat that 1{1r-

ecle of alt eorte, l.e tbe true UnlverEal SoLvent of Phllosopbersr rhlcb

le aubservleat to tbe uae of all nenl hlgh and lorr rtch ead poor.

Tbat Lttt1e lreatlee f have called by the nane of ERACULIIM l,lUlgDlt
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rblc[ f  have augnented by an Expltcatloa aud Coutlnuatlon, and fenced

1t rrtb a defeace and Apo1o6y, agalnst the r lcked fneults of Envy aad,

Scora. fa al l  these f have eet before the Eyes of t tuls bl1nd World,

the Dlrlne ]llraclee and ]fysterles of lfature.

After thle, cane out another Treatlee, u1der the Tltre of the

PROSPERTTY oF GERl,tArr, in four Booka, the two ratter of rblch are

not yet Prlatedr but shall  be publlehed ln a sbort t lne, l f  God ahall

proloag ny 11fer lhlcb contaln yery profl table Precepts of the Oecon-

ouy and Adn{a1slrat1on of thlngs farnlllar.

Tbea another llttle plece, called, l[EE consol,aTloN oF sATLERS;

teachlng hor tbey uay defend and preaerve tbeueelves 1n all long Voy-

etes, ae to the East-radles and other parte, age'lnst Euager, T5:[rst,

and otber laconnodlt les of tbat klnd, to rhlch they are lont to be

Obaordoue.

l{oreover, A TREATISE OF TARTAR, wItEcAR, aad SpTRIT OF WrNE, ebeu-

tng theLr easle attalnraent and preparatloa.

To theee I f,ave adJolnedr A TREATISE OF AURUM POTABILE, and ano-

tber of true AURIIM POTABILET or tbe UI{IVERSAL UEDICINE, aad other

. lpologetlca1 fr l t lugs, ln rhlch f have aot only set fortb the perf ld-

loue uafalthfuhees of nen, but have also revealed laDy excellent

Sclenceer tbat by all theae f,rltlnge f nlght lllustrate tbe Dlrrlne

Glory, aad contrlbute to tbe beaeflt and proflt of ny f,elghbour, by

glvlng hln ae lt rere rboleon and excellent food, lhereby both bls

Body eld nlnd nay be equally refreehed.

And although tbe eald lrcats be rhoreone, of a 6ood gavour, and
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contaln thelr ora SaIt; nevertheless, 1t seens to ne necessaDlr, to

aalt tbeu as l.t tere afresb, aad to aeaagn tben rlth a certaln Sauce,

that they iay be tasted rltb eo nuch the greater appetite aad pleas-

u!€o A.nd f bave eo uuch the nore a al.nd to do tbls, as f Dore atud-

lousIy endeavour to observe that .precept of tbe aaclent Doctors, tbat

no Meat ehould be brought to tbe fable rlthout SaIt. For lt uas a

recelved cueton ln foruer tlue lu reLI ordered Fanlltes, to set the

Salt first upon the Table before aay other Dlsb, and aot to take lt

aray t l lL other Dlsbes rere f lrEt renoved: The rb1ch lndlcates, tbat

SaIt ls a nost profitable thlng, and an highLJr neceasary glft of God,

therefore of rl6ht clalnetb tbe precedency of otber l.{eate 1n" eettlng

upon the lablee aad of "renalDlng tbere, tlll they are agaJ.tr renoved.

But tbat tbls nost tfople and Dlvlne Glft, nay tbe better be understood

by the 16norant, and nay be aade rore knorz thaa hltherto lt bath beent

I cannot paes by, but I uuet ladulge ny eelf, aB n1r tlne t111 allowt

lu a fer rorde, and aa 1t rere by the bye, to shadov outr etrd deplct

lte great ead adnlrable efflcacy, for tbe proflt of Mauk1ud. But

bere I ehall epeak but of fer thlags, and that v€ry conpendiouely,

tbe atudlous of Dlvtne londers nay flnd the reet l.n the Urltlngs of

otber ploue aad dlllgeat Heu, lf be bath a deelre to know Doler

Ae for tbe Orlglnal of Sa1t, rhlch le dram out of the Oceanr as

aa Ualversal Storehouse; Urlters rre dlvided lnto dlvers parte and

Optntone. Sone th1lk tbat tboae Salt Fountalas, rhJ.ch la uaayr and

various placee of tbe Eartb break forth froq tbelr Sprlngsr and by

the help of bolltng, Jrleld their Salt, do not tahe tbelr beSlnnlng
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fron tbe Ocean, but fron a Salt pecullarly generated, and brought

forth 1a nany places of the Tenene Globe, Ilke l,tetals. .lnd they estab-

llah tbelr Oplnloa by thle Argunent; fbat the fater of thoee Fountalns

nucb exceedetb, oftentlnee, that of the Sea ln ealtness; and on tbe

contrary, tbe Sea fater belng brought by long aad tedlous Passages

througb the Earth, neceaoarlly looseth 1ts ealtnees, and tberefore

leavtag lte Salt,  l t  ought to cone forth plalnly ereet, or lns1p1d.

TbJ's rea6oD, at tbe f lret slght, eeeneth so agreeable to truth, that

one can hardly thlDk the latter to be otherrlee. But noet Sprlags of

eteet Uater, ln thelr flret rlee u€re Salt, rhlcb penetratlng tbe pa6-

sates of the Eartb, have deposlted thelr Salt 1a the Bane, to aourleh

tbe Eartb, ard that they uight coue fortb ereet for the dally use of

UeD. flbeuce they have 6tven rlEe to ao Daalr, and such varlous Rlvers,

rlulcb agaln return to that Unl.versal Store-houEe the Sea, or Ocean,

by rhLch luceesant and Reclprocal F1ux, they are lnpregaated rlth

Salt, and Connualcate the ea.ne to the Eartb, that lt uay treyer labour

uuder a raat of due nourlsbneut, but nay reader lllaeralsr Stoaes,

Treea, Grass, Beasts, and even Hen alsor partakers of tbe eane per-

petuallyr aDd ao lay aerye as rell for tbe Sustentatlon, Propagatlon,

and Conservatlon of frratlonal, ae Ratlonal Anluale, the rhlch no

raD of a eound al'nd caa deay, except be rlll aleo deny the Clrculat-

lon of tbe Blood la the Body of l{err, or MICROCOSII, rbl'ch le plalnly

unkaora to not a fer, and r11I aaye tbat tbc blood 1l tbc llttle Toet

or l l t t le Elnger, or left Eer, or other placesr doth Dot erlBe fron

the Llver, the llnlvereal Fouataln of Blood, but tbat lt le partlcularly
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teoerated aad produced by the Vltal Splr l t ,  1n thoee very parte, rhlcb

savoureth uot a l l t t le of Absurdlty.

Seetng tberefore, tbat the constant Clrculatlon of tbe Blood ln

the MICROCOSMT ca" be ln ao rlee denyed, rby ehould aot also euch a

Clrculatlon la tbe I,I,ACROCOSM be adaitted ae true? For as the Blood

of the Eunan Body artelng fron the Llver, dtffeeeth 1t eelf through

all tbe Passages and Velne of tbe Bodyl aa reII, anall ae 6reat, and

Coneervetb the LJ'fe of the ;hole, nourleheth all the parte, and aug-

neateth the 6ood Julcee, rhlch are changed lato Fleah, Boaes, Sk1n,

and Ealrs l.n the llenbers theleelvee, and leavlng the uaprofltable

Pb1egn to be expeLled by the Pores of tbe skln: 8o also le lt rlth

tbe.iutrlneat and Unlverea1 Allnent of the great World, rhlle the

Eaft later rJ.thout lateruJ.sston, of the great Sea, or Ocer", encon-

paeslag tbe rhole Globe of the Earthl by nany ena1l and great passa6es

or Vetns, paseeth through all the parts gf the Earthr and nourlsheth

end euetalneth tben rlth lts SaIt, tbat ltlneralel lNetaLsr Stoaest

Sand, Glay, Sbrubs, Treee, and Oraee Day be aouiiehed and grort a^ud

l.n 6ror!ng take tbelr encreaae. !!he reet of the fatcr belng freed

fron a1l. ealtaeea, ls cxteruinated ae a superfullty ln tbe 9dperfLclest

and belnt dlffueed lnto yarloua Sprlngep ee reII euall ae greatr ls

cxpelled, no otherrlse theb tbe euperfluoue areat of the Blood ln the

I{ICRO@SU, by lanulerabtre DaBEageB and porea. But that.tn tany places

of tbe Eartb, tbe,later doth not leave lta SaIt, but camletl l  1t aloug

ttth 1t aelf, that lat ?ett rall coue to pass for dlvers reaeona,

For flrst, tbe noet ercellent Goveraour, by El.e DirLne ProvLdencet
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bath nost r leely ordalned and appolated, that a ealt rater of thls

kladr tblch nen could ln no rlee be rlthout, ehould break fortb out of

the Eartbr'and lt  la i lu" effected: The Sea-water eyerJr rbere passlag

through the paesa6e6 and cletto of t .be Earth, ln eoue placee 1e drled

up by the Central fire, aad coagulated J'ato hard aad 6reat pleces,

rhlch belng i lgged up by !en, and dlesolved by tbe help of laterr 'pd

freed fron lte faeces, ls boLled up 1n f l t  Yeese1s, and reduced lnto

a pure SALT.

But 1f l t  bappeneth tbat otber later passlng tbrough those paasagest

ftndetb pleces ol SaIt of thls klnd, 1t dlssolveth ao nuch of the

Bane as J't car cany aloag rltb lt, and aftervarde le bolled lnto

SaIt after varloua DFhnerE, accordlng to the greater or leeser quan-

t l ty of SaIt 1t bath carrled aloag rl tb tt .

But tb,at oae Salt Fouutaln 1s rlcher ln Salt than another, tbe

cauae of ttre dlffereace le 1u tbe later, rbJ-ch paeelng byr dotb nore

or lees aesoclate l t  eelf r l th the Salt, and so 1s uade etroager or

ledrer.

fbeee fer thlnga are eufflcleat for tbe repelllag of thelr Oplnlont

lho assert, tbat Sallne Fountalns do uot drar thelr ortgtnal fron the

gea, but are geaerated aad produced ln a pecultar DaDDer ln the Eartht

by the help of tbe Stars.

But 1f tbta ebould BeeE credlble, reyertheless l t  rould Eeetr Eore

'credlble, tbat the Sua and Stare caetlng thelr Raya end faflueDces

lnto tbe Qcean or Seae, ebould there geaerate Saltr r!5.ch afterrards

penetratlng tbrough tbe pervlous Daasages of tbe Eartbt ahould coavey
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due nourlehneut to the sane.

Thle reaaoB uay alo be esslgned of the greater or leeser quantlty

of SaIt ln Fountalne or Salt-sprlugs, tbat those lra6aage6 thlch rece-

tve salt rater fron the sea, dlffer ln eltuatlon of prace, and are

eleo dlffereutly dlsposed or al lotted by the eea-rater l t  self,  uhlch

belng var:lous end naal.fold (ln reepect of ealtness) dtffers uuch la

one place fron atother.

For by bor auch the nearer the Sea-rater ls to the lfORfE, 1t con-

talnE eo nuch the less sa1t, so lhat oftentlues lt  scarcely bolds the

teatb or trelfth part of Salt. But the neerer lt ls to tbe SOUTE or

the EAST, lt le lnr{.ched rlth ao uuch tbe uore salt. For th!.s reason,

ln uany places of the EAST and f,EST fFDfESr - the eea aboundeth and erell-

eth rlth eo 6reat a force of aal.t, tbat rhen lt ls stlned up by the

veheaent lnpetuoslty of Tenpests, l t  casts out rtth l ts aurgeo a cop-

lous Bpune or frothlr BcuD upon the ehore, rh1ch belng aftervards drled

by the Rays of the Sun, the fnhabltante are ront to use for the salt-

lng of Fleeb and ELeh. Experlence teacheth, tbat ln places of tbJ.s

eortr four pouads of Sea-rater yleld one pound of salt, abd tbe fer-

tlllty of tboee Lantle also tndlcates the groat quaatlty of ealt, rhlch

rlthout any cultlvatlon or bunan labour, both llnter and Sunner, ln-

r lcb the fnhabltants r l th nost exceLLent Frults. But those Reglons

acltuated near the Artlck Pole, or f,orth, do n6t eaJoy eo great a fer-

tlIlty, because they rant the greater and bore penetratlng Beans of

tbe 8ua, and do not extlblt eo great a quautlty of SaIt, rhlbb le the

cauae of all ferttllty, aad therefore tboee Regloue are denled so

Iarge and epontaneous a frultfulnesE.
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But that SaIt rhlch the Unskll l ful have been accustoaed to have

la l , l t t le or no regard, nay be had 1n greater hoaour, I  nelther could

or rould auy longer pa6s by 1ts due trane 1n sJ,leacer and therefore

f have calIed lt  the greatest Treasure, and nost anple Rlches of the

forld.

l loreoverl that f nay prove and deuonetrate, that thls coruron abJect

aa1t, knora to every nan, ( ln rhlch the l l fe, conaervatlon, grovth,

and propagatlon of al l  the Creatures conslstetb, and rhLch ls the beg-

lan{ng and ead of al l  thl-nge) doth deeerve tbls t l t le, and that a 6reat-

er Treasure le aot fouad ln tbe Earth; l t  r l l l  be Decessary to do thlst

that I nake naalfeet the lnfal l lble Verlty of the l lysterlee of GOD

aad lfature.

But I deslre of the unpreJudlced Reader, tbat he rl I I  not be off-

cnded at tbe r l lenese of abJect aad contenptlble ealt,  nor tblnk tbat

I, ln glvlnt tble T1tle to l t ,  and call lng l t  tbe greateet Sreaeure

aad cblefeet Rlcbes of the rbole f,orld, bave exceeded or glven lt  too

great boDour. For eo great and honourable a Tltle dotb of rlght belong

to l tr and sbould as yet be lnslgnlzed vtth a greaterr l f  a greater

by ue could be attr lbuted. Atd I easl ly perarade ny eelfr that 1f

thoee rbo are captivated by tbe buager of Goldr ehall  see tbls Bookt

aad read tbe T1t1e, they rtI l  coacelve Do other tblng ln tbelr nlndst

tban tbe descrlpt lon of the great Unlversal 1t self,  or the revelat-

lon of great Rlches aad uaEsy Treasures, rhlch they tlll bope to flnd

1a thls Treatlee, Deyer dreanlng that poor abJect and contenptlble

ealt should be aet before then, and therefore r l lL aay, fbat ls al l
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thie aolse about a handful of Salt? f,iho could have thougbt that GLAU-

BER vould bave dared to bave glven suc.b a Tlt1e to SaIt? But I earn-

eetly require of theei ny Frlend, that tbou rouldst patlently read.

those tblugs rhlch ta thls Urltlng f bave put before thlae eye6, con-

cernlng Saltr and that thou rouldst accurately exanlne thea, tbat thou

nalst apprebend ae to have rr l t ten the pure aud sincere truth. rf

they exceed the capaclty of tbt nl.nd, and tbou bast aot bltherto learn-

ed or uuderstood tbe 6aDe fron tbe BookE of others, I  rould bave tbee

to understaad that all nen have aot hnorledge of aIl tblngs, and that

the On'nlpotent COD bath left lany SCIENCES to Posterlty, rhlch he bath

bltherto coucealed fron the proud and haughty. Read over aad over tbe

true trdtings of the aaclent Pbllosophers, that thou ualst knol, and

throughly knor, tbat t[ose EeB bave searqbed the nost l.ntlnate pene-

trals of trature, had salt I-n great estlnatlon, to bave induetrlously

concealed lts lQrstertes a^od ARCAIWMS f,ron the lngrateful torld, chlcb

nor tn these last t lnes are brought to l lght, for thee and aII others,

to be recelyed ae laconparabre Glfte, rtth a grateful nlnd.

Therefore Reader bend thlne.Eqrs, and open tblne Eyes, oveDgrota

rlth bll.ndaesE and darknesa, attend to tbose good thJ.ngs rbJ.cb I shall

dltcouree to tbee of aalt; l . f  thou rl l t  nake tr lal,  and rl lr  eearch

then througbly by aa accurate exanlaatlon, rbether they agree rtth

Oodr f,ature and Trutht r doubt aot, but thy nlnd y111 be en1J.6[tned

rltb a 6reat Ilght, and tbou rrlt lreco_ae as a laa reDovated; but 1f

rfth a proud nlnd thou ebalt refuee to learn aad uaderetaad tbose thlags,

or acoff or nock at tbenr thou ehalt be reckoned auonget tbe nunber
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of Fooler aDd perpetually ablde 1a tbe eane, altbougb ARISTOTLE h1n-

celfr and al l  tbe ProfesBors and Doctors ehould eit upon tby lon6 Ass-

carsr and tbou rlth tbe eane shouldst endeavour a6 aa Ass rlth a sack

to cover thy foolleh Prlde and proud foIly. I t  ls nuch better for a

nan to knor Dany tblngst aad neasure or estlnate hJ.nself la b1s ourn

tay or Eann€rr than to knor nothlng, aad bear hlnself out r l th the

va5'n prlde of hlg ora lgnorance. I haye Dever EeeB any Dan endored

rlth true knorledge, rho bath prefened blueelf to others; on the

contrary, I have fouad very Danlr, rbo belng stlmed up by envy, hatred,

and lnbunane uallce, do notbltrg aooDer or Eore readlly, than, lasult and

uake a nockery at plous nen, to rhon the Dlvlne Bounty bath granted

hls eJ.fte, and as l t  rere, devour then rl tb thelr tolf- l lke Teetbt

rblcb dl.abollcal rlckednese tbe Dlvlne Justlce ln lts ora tlne 1111

not guffer to eacape uapunlsbed.

lbus uuch I ras rlI11ag to say to the proud Cavlller; nor there-

fore attend to tboee thlngs rb1ch I ebalI speak coucernlng Salt.


