
The Prefatory Epistte of Bernard

Earl  of  Tresne,
to the noble Doctor and most learned phitosopher

Thomas of Bononia.

My Friend,

If I had any thing more noble, imagine you with what good will I should
dedicate it to thee, for having considered the wonderful virtue of this Scienee in
its height, which you are not ignorant of, therefore was I willing to dedicate this
my Labour unto thee, intreating thee to aceept it with as good a will as I give it
unto thee, and conclude that whilst I give thee this my Labour, that I have given
a greater Treasure than was ever ordained by the good pleasure of the omnipotent
God, according to the course of Nature.

There is a way truly of arriving to an universal Knowledge, whieh we
commonly call the Philosophers Stone, and thou shalt find it in this my lit'e
Bookl (little, r say, in words, but great and high in substance) atso it containeth
entirely every science, that is to say, the beginning and ending. Thou shalt
find this my Book divided into four parts, and thou mayst judge thereof after
thou hast well understood it. Farewell.

From Tresne, May LZ. 14b8.

lBrt' Trevisanus de Transnn2tatione MetaLLorum, 4 Jibris, & inpressusest cu:a Jo. Fr. pici opere d,e Auro, Ursellis 159g. gO.

FtNts.

?hts Epistle I have caused. to be printed, not for.the signi.fication there-
of either as to quality or quantity, but only to prevent the mistaktng the one
Epistle for the other; and' could. I have found more Eprstles between these two
most excellent Authors, r should not hove hesitated their pubtication, but
conclude that they would. have been os welcom to our English philosophers, crs
any ei.ther Ancient or Mod.ern Writers.
Vale.  W.C. Bibl .
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