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Chapter 9

The Emergence of Complex Society
in the Titicaca Basin: The View from
the North

AIMEE M., PLOURDE AND CHARLES STANISH

INTRODUCTION

The Titicaca Basin straddles the modem ceuntries of Peru and Belivia and repre-
sents one of the great areas of prehistoric cullural evolution en the globe, While
it is common Lo view the Andes as a culturally-unified whole, the realily is that
there were Three very distinel cultural, geographical, and finguistic regions in the
Andes in the 161h century where these state societics developed (Figures 9.1, 9.2).
These regions corresponded to the general arcas of Wari, Moche, and Tiwanaku
state expansion in (e laie Barly Intermediate Period and Middle Horizon where
proto-Quechua, Mochic, and Jagi linguages dominated respectively (Browman
1994 Mannheim 1991; Sianish 2001, In short, 1he Titicaca Basin, where Jagi or
prote-Aymara was dominant and was most likely the lunguage of the Tiwanaku
state (see Janusek 2004 for a fuller discussion), represents one of the greal areas
of tirst-generation state development in world,

In arcas where first-generation states developed withow much influence from
neighboring areas, such as the Titicaca Basin, we can sty the processes by which
complex society emerges, The term “complex soviely” is of course controversial.
We reject (otalizing notions of cultural evolution awd instead see the evolution
of complex society as confined 1o political and economic organization. Cultural
complexily is defined as a process of increusing heterogeneity in economic and
politicat organization with craft specialization, proliferation of political and social
slatuses, creation ol ecanomies of seale and so forth as the key indices of complex-
ity. Evolution is likewise not stepwise nor unidirectional. Political and economic
organizations become increasingly more heterogeneous as well as becoming more
homogenous with some requency {see Marcus 1992 fard discussion ol cycling in
complex sovieties). [t is eritical 1o note that other aspeets of human culture do not
evolve in this way. The evalution of complex society can therefore be measured
by the increase or decrense in the differantiation and heterogeneity of political and
economic lifeways (Plourde 2006; Stanish 2004}

1n this paper we examine this eritical question in anthropological archueology—
the emergence of politically and economicalty complex societies—with informa-
tion from the Titicaca Basin, We will show that while our knowledge of this cultural
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process in this area of first-generation state development is simullaneously scarce
throughout the region as a whole, there are pockets of intensive research that have
provided cruclal data. While excellent work has been done in the last ane hundred
years in the region, we are stilt (ar from an understanding of this process 1o (he
degree that exists in Mesoumerica and Mesopotamia.

On the other hand, we will demonstrate that archaeologists have mucle areat
strides in fruming Lhe question In testable terms in the Titicuca Bagin, New empirical
work by scholirs sach as Christine Hasterf, John Janusek, Alan Kolata, Cartos
Lémuz, Sonia Alconini, Maithew Bandy and others In the south, plus work by
seholars reported on here in the north Basin, have eliminated previausly viable
explanations and have pointed us in new directions. We will ussemble dara from
survey and excavations by our colleagues that allow us (o Frame and reorient the
issue of the emergence of conplex sociely in the northern Titicaca Basin. In shor,
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we focus on the litst sedentary, complex societies in the Titicaca Basin—Qaluyu
and Chiripa—that emerged in the first half of the second milleanium BC.

EARLY COMPLEX SOCIETY IN THE TITICACA BASIN

During the 6th through | lih century AD, the urban center of Tiwanakul grew ‘mm-
the capiial of only one of three indigenous siates in South America, and one ol
the few in the world Canusek 1994; Kolata 1993; Ponce S, 1995; Stanish 2001,
2003; Stanish et al, 2002, Vranich 1999). This period, known variously as the
Middle Horizon, the Tiwanaku Expansive Period, the Tiwanaku Period {and so
forth} represents he highest expression of pelitical and econamic organization
in the circum-Titicaen Basin until the Inca swate invasion of the 13th century.
The periad immediaiely prior (o the upogee of Tiwanaku as an expunsive stae is
known variously us the Early Intermediate Period, the Upper or Late Formalive
Period, Qeya in the south, and Pucara in the north, We prefer the term “Upper
Formative™ for this lime period for the Titicaca Basin as # whole, recognizing the
extreme variability in local sequences at the same time. The period priey o the
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Upper Formaltive, defined as the Middle Formative (Stanish 2003), Is the time in
witich the first pofitically and economically complex societies developed in the
elreum-Titlcaca Basin and is the focus of this paper.

As defined above, the first Middle Formative complex societies in the Tilicaca
Basin are locally known as Chirlpa and Qaluyw. We have known for years (Rowe
1956; Lumbreras 1974; Kroeber 1939, Valctfirce 1925, 1932, 1935, 1938) that {he
earlies! complex societies in (he Titcaca Basin developed roughly in landeny in
the far south and fai north of the lake area. The far northern Tiricaca Basin today
and in the 16th century was home to Quechua-speakers with a smatler mix of
Pukina- ard Aymara-speakers, This is the core area of the Qaluyu cullure. The
far southern Titeaea Basin today and in the 16ih century was the heartland of
Aymara-speakers. Two other minor languages—Puking and Uruguilla-Chipaya—
were also spoken in (he Desaguadero River drainuge (o the south loward Lake
Poopd. This is the aren of Chirlpa culture. The work of Wendell Bennett (1936),
Alfred Kidder I1 (1956) und Cirlos Ponee §. (see 1995 for a review) established
Lhe site of Chiripa, locuted on the Taraco Peninsulg, as the icon of pre-Thwanaky
archacclogy.

This comulutive work praduced a number of chronologies lfor both regions, a
result of the cultural higiotical or space-lime syslematics focus of aichaeology
of that era. At times, these sequences were incensistent in terminoaingy. Some of
the periods were, and continue (o be, kuge blocks of time and often (he absolute
dates diel not match, We continue to refine our chronologies with new duata and
interpretations, The chronology that we use is a duad one, wilh several absolute
phase sequences for various parts of the Titicaca region (over 30,000 sq kms in
size) that exist parallel 1o a stage designation chronology. The stage chronclogy
rellects Ihe political and economic structure of the most dominant socieries in the
Basin at the time {Figure 9.3) and has proven o be an effective regional chronology
and a viable substilute for the lea sequence chranofogy used in (he central Andes

(see Stanish 2003,

CHIRIPA AND THE SOUTHERN TITICACA PRE-MIDDLE
HORIZON CULTURES

The site of Chiripa was first exeavated by Bennett in his 1933—[934 season in
Bolivin, The large number of monoliths at this otherwise small, hacienda-owned
and protected sile wag indeed impressive. This Facl plus Bennelt's status as one
ol ihe premier Andean archagologists al the lime served 1o push Chiripa as rep-
resentaiive of the eariiest complex societies of the southern Titicaca region. Laler
on, Alfred Kidder [T and Michael Coe worked ot the sile as well, defining their
own chrenologios {e.g., Kidder 1956), Work in the 1980s and 1990s at related
sites by a number of scholars, ineluding Juan Faldin (1990, 19913, Max Perugal
Ortiz (19882, 1988b, 1991, 1992), Marc Bermam) (1994), Alan Kolata (1993)
and athers reinforced this view of the primacy of Chiripa g rhe (ype-culture Tor
the pre-Tiwanake perieds, The Chiripy phenemenon Hgures prominently in (he
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modern syntheses of Andean prehistory by Luis Lumbreray (1974} and Michael
Moseley (1992 145-148). . ) o

Benneli’s work revealed a sequence of three or four levels, the first of which
he called “Pre-mound.” These stratigraphic levels corresponded to llhe natural
contours of the hitl, This indicates that this occupation was not characlerized hytzg’lg
type ol corporate construction that modlﬁet} lhlr‘,‘ﬂl‘t‘,:l near l‘!w luke.‘B.ennclE (II‘JL :
430) found evidence of domestic occupalion, including roug.h slone w;ﬂ 5.,
ash beds, stones, fsh, animal and human bones, and petiery fragments.” These
lHnited data supgested an agglutinated village on a low hill above the Iakel.

The second set of strat that Bennett grouped into a singlc culnu:ul ]1l)|'l0(‘1 was
characterized by a “circle of houses™ with a diameter QE‘ 11';);)1'f1>f||1wattely 2 m
(Bennett 1936: 430). These houses were built on in m‘llh(.:ml “ridge™ that was
“huilt specifically Tor the houses.” This ()ccupalimn was ull‘lnmiciy destroyed by
fire wilh the old surface covered with adobe bricks. This event left a E.uw mound
with a slight depression in the center (Bennet! 1936: 43 1), perbaps the first sunken
corl at lﬁe sife in this relatively early period (Stanish 2003). . ’

Alfred IKidder and Michael Coe enlarged upon Benaett's wm"k al the site with
brief excavations in 1953, with rhe goal of gaining more |11I"or‘|n-:1uon on the Ilcgu:ses
he had discovercd (Kidder 1956: 144). In addition 1o abtaining mprc (Ilululll(n:
the plan of the cirele of houses, Kidder and Coe uncovered a set of houses lying
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underneath those found by Bennett, and beneath his “Lower House Level” ap
eariier level of oceupation, which they termed the “Sub-Lower House Level”
This towest level may correspond 1o Benneli’s “Pre-Moune” stratg, or may have
been construetion fill for the Lower House Level struciures {Bandy 1999a: 14y
unfortunately excavatien info the lowest level was very limited and the results of
the excavation were nol fully published. The map cf the houses and a description
of the excavalions were published by Karen Mohr Chévez { |988),

Chivez renamed Kidders and Coe's levels as Early, Middle, and Late Chiripa,
She ussigned to Early Chiripa u date of 1400-900 BC and suggesled that the Middle
Chiripu dated 10 900-600 BC (K. Chiver, 1988: E8). The Early and Middie Chiripa
occupations af the sile, corresponding (o Bennet’s Pre-mound and House phases,
represent the Middle Formative Peried oceupation in the general chronalogy uti-
lized here. The Middle Formarive is alse represented by the structures discovered
by Kidder und Coe below Bennett’s House level,

The most recent work ot the site has been directed by Christine Hastorl and
representy o qualilative increase in our understanding of this important site. The
meticulous work of the Taruco Archaeological Project provides us the besl ex-
cavation data from any comparable site in e Titicacn Basin 1o date. Hastonf at
al. divide the sequence into Burly, Middle, and Late Chiripa as well, revising the
dates listed above, Systematic surface collection data by Matthew Bandy indi-
cale a scatter of Chiripa pollery over 7.5 ha al s height (Bandy 199903, As he
describes i1, this Litest work al Chivipa “firmly establishes the existence of large-
scale, nueleated habitation at teast by the Late Chiripa phase™ (Bandy 19996 263,
Hastors project provides us with revised dutes Tor the Middle Farmative Periad
(reported by Whitehead 1999); Early Chiripa at 1500-1000 BC, Middle Chiripa
ar 1000-800 BC, and the early part of Late Chiripa. Late Chiripa is dated by
Whirehead to 800-100 BC,

Hastorfs team discovered o very Important semi-subterranean structure 200 m
south of the main mound {where Bennett, Coe, and athers had excavaled previ-
ously) that dated o 800-750 BC. In the theorelical framewark adoptecl here, such
structures are indicative of political and economic complexity (and see Stanish
2003, 2004), The Llusco structure, as they ternt il, is o semi-sublerranesn con-
struction with a plasier foor 11 measures approximately |1 x 13 m. The walls
are constructed with “rounded cobbles and clay.” José Luis Paz Seria (1999) fur-
ther reports the existence of a “drainage canal, an attached wall, and the presence
of a new floor in the interior™ Presuming the presence of an adobe superstruciure
(Paz Soria 1999), the Llusco structure would have heen an im pressive construction,
It would have been almost 150 8q min size, sunken partially into the earth, with

plasier walls thal may hive been painted, a subterranean drainage system, and a
well-made while plaster Toor, The Lluseo strugture represents ane of the earliest
such structures known in 1he region and, as suchy, indicates some of the earliost
evidence of political and economic complexily.

[Uis significant that Hastorf reports at leasy one, and possibly two more of these
structures al Chiripa that are either conlemporary with or even earlier than the
Lluseo struciure (Hastorf 1999y, Fach of these is about 13 m on asjde, square,
semi-sublerranean. iy o reasonable hypothesis that there are other similar sirue-

The Emergenee of Complex Society in the Thicaca Basin 243

tures al Chiripa, and at other Middie Formative sites in Lhe regio.n, s Iulls l;ee.n
conlirmed by Robin Beck in his excavations al Alto Pukara, and Matthew Bandy in
is survey of the Taraco Peninsula. »
hlsﬁszi:i:;;ilalcgl'crecl several sites along the Peninsula dating 1o (he Mrclc.llellfon;‘w-
tive that conlained public archilectural complexes (Bnnfﬁy ZI(]UI: 128), aju. in dcll
his data suggest un increase durlng the Middle Fm’mu»lwe}: in l!wlur‘lufao‘mn?!l Hllitl
seale of public architecture (Bandy 2001: 139} Al lhnf time Ch“'”:d LC;IIJ;SI.I!I.LE :c
only one of four principal villages located on lllua Pemnsula,_ whic ICO. ec w;.yl
constituled the first of atwo-lier settlement size hlel‘ill'd.]y. Whlle none ol the O'II"ICI
Formative sites had yet been excavated, Bandy .hypothemzed itunlikely l|'lﬂtchlrl |]I)a:
wils Linigue in ils possession of corporale zn'clyllcclure‘ He notes that St‘,\fﬁl:ﬂ ul lljt
larger sites, including Yanapala and Achachi C(.m Kkollu, have nm]n‘L||1.u.,|1m\‘{ l:;(ll
races very similar (o the one at Chiripa upon which the house comﬁ b'x‘l? '[OAL: .c,
and the presence of many large, shaped stonc?‘ that would suggest architecture.
Several of 1he second tier sites also have lermcu?g. . - ”
Beck conducted excavations in 2001 wt one ol lhes.e.sues, Alio lPuk;ud (20 d)i
While the tervace at this site is smaller than that &l Chl.t'lpﬂ, all)proxl.mﬂlely ?.(l TZ{
m, he discovered a pair of straclures arrayed on either side of an U|?ILI'I.I|") Tl?d
located on top of the terrace. He interprets these S{I'E!CILII'C.‘:' as being simi 4;‘ .m
construction and funetion to the Lower Houses al Chiripa (B?ck 20(04]3: 33()): 1115[
discovered by Kidder and Coe (Kidder 1956; see also Chivez 1)88)) b‘u!' L,xcL?:
vateel in much greater detail by Bandy (1999¢), The .‘;I.i‘ll(._‘,flll'(i“‘u u.l Allo»l leilhl’\?\j’ellt
conlemporaneous with those at Chivipa and very similar 1o Hjel;l‘ |.n -T".“]Li?ol,:_
ways, including the presence of niches that may have peen u:,ecl cih IAlAl‘id E "
age Facilities, following Chivez’s (1988 19} mlerpremllm}, and l‘u: .pm:t:ncem
u red-focred patio area (Beek 2004b: 334). Beck's exclnvulmns conhn.n‘ the p“jh_‘
ence of rilual archilecture al other sites within ll](?: region 15 \Aif)l]. T|jl|h suagestsl
that while Chiripa was very likely wcll—iniegruu.e(l inwe Middle l"()rnm(1v~e I‘)?,]l.m,d.
landscape, it was by no means the onty location in the aren where such process was
oceurring.

What is Chivipa?

The word “Chiripa” is confusing. 1t is al onee an ﬂl‘chaenhﬁgic‘al site,:i{ Iype ‘-Il]\?)l
time period, a ceramic and arl style, @ cultare, an archacological hm}-m-l},n,h.”,mf
and an icon of Bolivian prehistoric science, Becm{se Quluy.u I1o|(}s.:1.n|11wlt ar Sft'llui
in the north, it is necessary (o examine the signillcanct? of.il.w C:hll‘lgr)éll Ci)l?l,q?ll \
given our new data of the last decade or so. The sile of Chll‘lpl} itselfis 0[ LULI‘I‘M:
an extremely important site und is the best—excuvul‘cd pre-Middle ‘l F(‘)‘u‘zon ‘h‘t‘ll.,
in the southern Titicaca Basin, Until the last generation, 11q»vevct', T1l.l'<,m,”u .Bdh‘lll‘l
archacology was largely conducted without regard to regional COI]h'I(!C]\gIILILI::I?h .
Siles were excavated, potery styles described, and Cl.llllli'CH created !:ug%L‘ yl ;(in:
single-sile excavations, This paperis not the arena 1o (IISC!J.‘:;S the prul?luns LP wzl t..?’
in ﬁw “type-site” coneept, but salfice to say (hat both Chiripa flm! Q‘}jI‘Lglu‘i-"m. (:;il
all of the problems associated with thal concepl. As aresull, sites like Chiripa o
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Qaluyu took on an tmportance far larger than thelr actual size or complexity would
allow given the regional data base that we now have,

An exampie Is the survey by Bandy (2001) who discovered a numbar ol con-
femporary setlements as laige as or larger than Chiripa on the Turaco Peninsuia,
Settlement size alone is not necessarily an indicator of importance. However, the
degree (o which the size of the settiement is commensurate with Ihe population,
ind the degree (o which larger settlements have corporale architecture, reflects the
degree to which they are ceniral in the potitical and economic landscape of
region {see papers in Billman and Feinman 1999; Wright 1994},

The site of Lukurmartais likewise massive compared 1o Chiripa, almost certainly
the major seltlement on the Taraco Peninsula at the time Far dwarling Chiripa as
u political and economic cenler (Bermann 1994: Stanish 1989}, There is a large
Chiripa peried occupation at Lukurmaia, and i is likely that the present sunken
court found at the top of one of the hills had untecedents in Chiripa, We also know
that the site of Tiwanaku has a substantial pre-Tiwanaku (i.e., before approximately
AD 400-500) population making it possibly the largest site in the repian, Inshor, at
its apogee, the site of Chiripa was merely one of o number of large, architectural ly-
complex settiements around the southem Titicacs Basin,

The importance of Chiripa les more with the fact that the monokiths at the site
were protected by a hacienda owner and that this owner permitted a distinguished
archueologist to excavale and record the data from the site at a critical “forma-
tive” juncrure in Rolivian archasology. The simple fact is we do not know where
the principal Chiripa settlement was ol ring the height of the Chiripa phenomenon
eirca S00- 100 BC or after, up 1o the beginning of Tiwanaku IV, Candidates include
Tiwanaku, Pajehiri, Lukurmata, Khonko Wancané, sites discovered by Bandy on
the Taracoe Peninsula, and o slew of sites still unworked in the Huatts Peninsuta
(Lémuz 2001), Koani Pampa, and Desaguadere river valley (sce Janusek 2004).
In fact, we do not even know if o strict hicrarehical model ever, works for this phe-
nemenon. Given our present dara base, it s entireiy possible that a heterarchical

model characterized by a serics of similarly sized and potitically and econom-
fcally equal sites existed in the southern Titicaca Basin during the immediate
pre-expunsive Tiwanaku periods. As we shall sec, u very similur
in the northern Thicaca Basin as well

[ any

siluation exisis

QALUYU AND THE NORTHERN TITICACA PRE-MIDDLE
HORIZON CULTURES

The nawre of Tiwanaku expansion into the north Titcacy Basin is vastly dilferent
from that in the south (Stanish 2003; Stanish et al. 2002). The Tiwanaky settlement
system north of the Have and Bscoma river valleys is sporadic and strategically
targeted at ronds ane sustainable areas near rivers, bays and/or potential raised
field areas {and see Schultz and Sosa Aledn 200%; Cohen nd.; Stanish and Plourde
2000). The logic of Tiwanaku expansion outside of its core areq is most certainly
related to interregional economic exchange, and this is most emphatically demon-
strated by the survey duta [rom the north (Plovrde 2006; Stanish and Umiire 20023,
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In the south, Ponce sought, with 4 nationalist zeu t‘[]llliﬂ to .Posnanxky, ’lc eim-
phasize Tiwanaku chronological primacy cver Wi b): u"Lcuul'lously lul‘J'ellng his
carly, pre-trban periods al the type site of Tiwanaku as "‘l"iwur}u'ku -IT1" We now
know thal Tiwanuku LI simply does nol exist .V.epur'tﬂu from Fl.wunaky l. by .nny
ratianal typological logic (Stanish 2003:165-166). It Ch.I‘O[?OlOgICilE p‘el'm.df e lc:
have any relalionship to cultural complexity and co'ntmglty, style, 1nu:.11bgu.1;:n
relationships ete,, then Tiwanaku T has little to do with T wyzumku IV o y.“L1 e-
wise, Tiwanaku ML is better referred to now as Qeya which Lliiltc.‘i IL? cu.':,d.A.D
200-400/500, a period thal represents a pre-urban, pre-expansive pnhly.v 1!1;1! (ll.d
not produce pollery, stone sculpture or other art or urclmcclure. much u‘:h\lf.d. {0
Tiwanaku IV (see Bermann 19943 Janusek 2004; Bauer and Sl€1|1isll .2001, Stam:,h
andt Baver 20043, Therefore, the period between the Late Chiripa of [-Insmrilel al.
(hat ends at 100 BC and the beginning of Tiquuku 1A% m‘ounc‘l AD 500 is nol
culturalty Tiwanaku insefar as the latler Lerm refers o an expansive slul.e ol‘gi.wl.
pelitical and econemic complexity, This pericd, representing no lels's Lthant h\‘m ‘01
six cenlurics and most prolitably veferred to us the Upper Formative, remains a
major problem For seuthern Titicuca Basin specialists, o U

1-301'luml!cly for those ol us who work in the nerth, lll!s is -nol |Imu.h O.l a prob-
lent. This is because (his late Middle and Upper l'*“ornmllve time is {Iommuled’ IJ);
o large site that started 1o produce a dislincl‘ive fancy wrt style by{)gl’]O ABllC ‘1:1('
stopped producing such objects and architecture hy. arcund AD 3 " l)L: haps
bt later (Mujica 1987). There was no ’Fiwmml\'u-equ|\'1|'Ienl.m DbHCl.llL‘ the Upper
Formative Period occupation of the arca. This iconic site for the north was, nn.cl
remains, the prote-urban center of Pucara H'IL‘:H.liOlll“l(l as a.m'ly ;m‘lhe ‘G}I]‘CEHHH‘YE
by the Spunish scholar Cieza de Ledn wh.u visited it and |mmeclmte.ly ;C’L]legll“iﬂb(
it as pre-Inca in date (Figure 9.4). Pucara is the most c0111171§x pre-Middle Hor 1I29|1
site in the area and ils position as the most important site has not changed in

PRp—

[E A i

Figure $.4. The site of Pucara,
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severnd decades (Lumbraras 1974; Lumbreras and Amat 1968). As Kidder ¢ 1948;
89) remaked in a short review of Titicaca Busin prehistory in 1948, “It would
still appear that Pucara represents one of the larger, if nol the farges!, center af »
nerthemn Titicaca basin culiure,”

Kidder's observation remains true 1o the presentday, and recent survey research
makes in highly unlikely that any site will be discovered in the northem basin tha
i larger thun Pucara at ity height around AD 200, Unlike (he south, therefore,
we have no Upper Formative Perigd “early Tihauanaco™ undemeath a huge urban
centerto “abscure” ourchronology. The residents of Pucarg ceased o create objecls
identifiable as Pucara circa AD 300400, a century or two before the fime that the
people of Tiwanaku bepan o build g prato-urban center as complex as Pucara,
They likewise censed building bigger temples on the sile and insteacl, the site
fell tnto o general decline with posl-Pucara oceupations living in a much less
complex and exiensive setilement (Klarich and Pinio I 20033, Unlike Tiwsnaku,
the buildings thar remain near the surfuce of Pucars provide us with o shapshot
of Upper Formaiive Period [ifz in the north, In other words, we know witl some
certainty when Pucara siopped as a complex polity and when post-Pucara began
and we have a reasonably good view of what it looked fke al that time, We can not
say that about the Tiwanaku area or the rest of the south Tilicaca Basin, Whenever
Qeyaor Tiwanaku 1T (or whatever one wishes (o eal] it} ends and “Tiwanuku" as an
urban, stute polity begins, is o typological nightmare ior any sentient archaeologist
working in the areq.

However, like the soulh for the earlier Middie 1o Upper Formative Period tian-
sition, the Pucara eulture obscures the transilion berween the curlies complex
societies and the more complex one of Pucara itself. The site of Pucara happens (o
have a sequence of tem ples or sunken cowrt complexes beginning many centuries
belore its collapse, These are associated with the Qaluyu culture and they represent
the “Chiripa” equivalent in he north.

The type-site of Qaluyu way discovered by Manuel Chdvez Balidn and wag
recognized to be a settlement with a pre-Pucara occupation early on in the course
of modern archaeological siudies of the Titcaca region (Rowe 19633, [t wag tesi-
excaveted in 1935 by Atfred Kidder 1 anc Chiivex Balldn, with carbon datey
provided 1o K. Chavez (1977: 1022) for her synthesis of Early Horizon jpottery
in her dissertation, The Quluyu type-site is a moderate-sized mound that Jjohn
Rowe felt was intentionally built in 1he shape of a catfish, an interpretation with
which we disagree on the basis of our observations and topographic mapping. The
dominant culture of the north Basin ls therelore known as Qaluyu. This culture
traditionaily dates belween 1400-500 BC (Browman 1978a, 1978b,1980; Mohr
1966; 8. Chivez 1992: Wheeler and Mufica 1981; Stanish 2003),

The site of Qaluyu is just a few a kms From Pucara, 1ts proximity to the major
iconic site of Pucara certainly enhanced its status ny o muajor candidate, Chdvez
Balidn, Kidder, und Rowe, among others, hased upon observations al Qaluyu ane
at other sites in the region such as Balsas Pata (or Pueblo Libra) in Ayaviri, argued
that Qaluyu represented the pre-Pueara oceupation in the north. Rowe (1856: 6)
deseribed Qaluyu as n large habitation mound with refuse (hat covers “several aores
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in extent.” With at least three of the great Andeanists of their l'im(-? ‘(C}?afviitlsilllén‘
Kidder, and Rowe) providing their imprimatur, Qalt'lyu took on 1(,?!11:T h“‘,ﬂ;({bom
Laler on, K, Chédvez (1977 1020) worked at the site and r1olecl)l.?‘1liil‘.[> “m-eu "
14 ha in size. Ay menlioned below, we culcul(ile the Qu'luyu ﬁbl:?(rt;sl (.u mm;e
Qualuyu at 1 little more than hali that size. K. Cllglvcz m!(‘ﬂ]IE:o‘n.si{i. h.lf (?,_,l r;‘weui;e
is not present in all of that [700 % 210 meters] area. ‘ ]'LIIL Ol:,-r‘.lce (;Vid‘!m
melhodologies dilTered: we only ngut;uredé:}ﬁ ilcﬁou;:]?;:xi :itc :hm idenes
ery and architecture} whereas Chivez referre he er E 1al had bty
Sz)l?fil:-}:u]lcl fater oecuputions. We concur (hal the ‘enlu:ej s1‘u.: ‘uc(i {Eu:h:m:!cli,gi
Qaluyu, Including all ccoupitions, appronchef} CEm\.xe?‘. ..s“e:l,tmmén;d M conciue
that the Quluyu habitation and corporate archileciure areas cov i :
ectares or perhaps slightly more, - _ o
m%;:l;\:ezll‘!:ulﬂcl EQ_ulu;u S;;neriuls in three out (:l1 hvi ;ﬁé&ﬁﬁ;{gﬁglﬂﬁ:;i
rQvered § ases, the Arst dating from as eatly as - Asec
:;(1)11::;&111\:{(()11:::;1):l;l‘!hl;_){)(bﬁ()(] BC based not on mﬂleri:als from Qaluyu itself but
on compurisons wilh her main work at Mzu‘célvulle near Cu:.fco.]i nseler and
Later work by a number of outstanding schoiars, mcll:cllng Ran Wieoler wid
[Elfas Mujica (198 1), Mujica (1979, 1987, !‘)E)I),\Ro‘\m’e(1")(133)E Kov;f:el t.lfwez ((I ot
(1971, 1‘575), 8. Chévez (1973, 1981, I&IR}:{), S. Chivez ant .]931;) MiXimc;
1970, 1975), William Conklin (1983), Edward F|'21!1I(}L|e!r’uin‘l ~(|.Q)C;m“-1bmcd
Neira (1962, 1967) at Pucara and Qzlluylu .or on their artifacts has
greatly to the cullural history ol these societics.

Wiheit is Qaluyu? o
i iri § site” sepl are embaodied in
All ol the problems inherent in the Chiripa “type-site ‘com,.cpl are t,m‘“ wied in
the Qaluyu “concept™ as well. Like Chiripa, Quluyu has iconic status w; > ¥e
| i iXi G hiripa
its importance ay measured by size and complexily of the .‘,Llllemenll. Li (;: 1 Sly].ite.
: i 1 2 site, o lime period, a ceramic and art s 3
is an archae al siie, a type site, a time period,
Qaluyu is an archaeological siie, ! sen ndastye,
i i ker, ane an ic sorts for pre-Pue
e, an archi sl horizon marker, and an icon of
 culiure, an archaeologica : . . ‘ 5 Puear
culture in the south central Peruvian highlands. But Quluyu does notlel joy e
‘ i rehae to ynellv [nrogr ¢
same relative status as Chiripa because Peruvian archaeology is vastly mblu : !
more complex than Bolivian archagology, with many s])u,la‘cuhu mdhlllt. : .l,gqu-
cultures such as Moche, Nasca, Wari and Inca. Nevertheless, lor the hn.h} er :_Yni‘] iy
2 I ‘ | i o very i gr: silion similar
of Titicaca Busin archaeologists, Quluyu holds a very imporlant plu‘.np i ;i‘;
) 5 H N n . el :
1o Chiripa in the Belivian Altiplano, Likewise, as a hollz.onl marker, Q]%n;?vi.m
icted in scope tha iripa. In the larter case, f
; iewed as more restricted in scope than Chiripa, :
usually viewed as more restri seape fpa. In the latier c: tolivian
archaeologists have identificd “Chiripa™ culture us far away as the Amazonig
arch 2iss
ir Faldin 1990, t991),
trainage (e.g., Faldin ! , . ‘ . e of Prostam
As mentioned abeve, partial mapping of the sile by n‘lunbuls :)ll Pliii\,c;
: \ scupati " the site was at least se
] indicates that the Qualuyu cccupation of the
Collasuyu indicates that the Qi of peis L Lo weven
it lareer it e 7-10 harange*, The
in size, ¢ robably i larger bul stitl within the 7
heclares in size, and probably a bit ‘ 1he 710 ge . There
is substantial evidence of corporate construction over the sile uncll lhloll:gl e
wer il : srraces were built an ar least the
ared, Several low terraces were builf
over the enlire mound areq. S _ : re built on at| e nort
and south sides. These terraces have remains of domestic artifacts und we
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likely habilation areas, The surfuce features also indicale that there were al legy
five, und probably several more sunken cousts at the site. The sunken COUrls were
buiit with large, shuped blocks typical for Formative Period political centers {n
the Titicaca Basin. These are comparable to the largest surface sunken court gy
Chiripa.

We can now say that the Qaluyu 1ype-site was one of the lurgest Middle Forma-
tive Period seltlements in the Pucara Valley, althengh it is smaller than a number
of other sites in the northern Titicaca Basin (see Cohen n.d. for survey data From
the Pucaru valley). The site was characterized by a massive mound buill with
fifl, used (o support complex architectural compounds. This mound supported a
number of sunken court complexes that do not appear o have been construcie
under any architectuial plan. That is, the courts appear 1o have been siowly added,
growing by aceretion over time. Associated with these sunken courts are possible
comemperary structures, along with a substantial domestic area along the sides
Ay mentioned, there are Quluyu oceupations under the main temples al Puecara.
Excavations by archacologists working with o UNESCO project indicte that the
visible surface temple that dates 1o the Upper Formative was built over an earlier
ene. Thomas Lynch (1981) reports that this earlier one dates 1o 800-200 BC {and
see Mujica andh Wheeler 1981), This carly date would place the earlier temple
squarely within the Middle Formative or Qaluyu period centemporary with the
construction of similar structures at Chiripa,

The relutive importance of the Qoluyu rype-sile, as indicated by gize and com-
plexity, was reinforced by Amanda Cohen in her survey of the Pucarn Vallay,
Given the fact thal Pucara and Qaluyu were focaled in the Pucara valley, it was as-
sumed for years that this valley was the most densely occupied area of the northern
Titicaca Basin, Recent seltlement survey research in the Arapa, Taraco, Huancané,
and Putina areas unequivoeally conteadicts this assumption, [n fact, while rich in
wrchaeological sites of all time periocs, the Pucara Valley is curiously one of the
least intensively occupied river drainages on the north side of the Titicacu Basin.
Our recent work {since 1999) in the rest of this area indicares that the largest density
and complexity of Qaluyy period eccupation centers around the towns of Arapa
and Tarace, with substantial Qaluyu-related sites located Far up the Huancané-
Puting valley. There are undoubtedly « number of Qaluyu sites in the Azdngaro
region and the Lampa area is poorly-explored (o date. The type-site el Qaluyu is,
in fact, an outlier of Qaluyu culture. Qaluyu is o settlement that squarely falls in
the second tier of site sizes For the Qaluyu period.

RECENT RESEARCH IN THE NORTHERN TITICACA BASIN

In the last several years, we have conducted survey and excavalions in the northern
Titicaca Basin. We focused on several arens including the Huancané-Puting river
valley, the wrea around Lake Arapa, and the wrea south of Arapa along the Rio
Ramis in the Tarace region. From 1999-2001 we conducted a full-regional cov-
erage of the entire Huancand-Putina river valley, From 2002-2004, we compleled
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Figure 9.5, Survey wrens in the northern Titicaca Basin.

survey n the Arapa and Tarace areas, Data from the 1995-2001 SC&}SOHS‘hilVC ItJeen
analyzed and we are completing wotk on the Arapa and Taraco areas (Figure 9,53,
Tortunately, we have enough preliminary results to report (o :1I!0w us 1o assess the
Quluyu presence in the region. Of the maore than 1,280 new siles recorded in l!le
survey areus, at least 280 have Formative Period occupalions (Qaluyu- or Pucara-
contemporary). Of these, a signilicant preportion hag Quluyllpottel'y. Al least twoj
doxen Rormative sites are in the stze range of 1he type site of Qaluyu (3-10 h'n ol
domestic residence and corporate architeeture) ant several sites are substantially
faraer (over 20 ha). There are two clusters of Qaluyu sites near Arapi and TIII:E\CYJ
that comprise setllements complexes vastly lurger than Qa].uyu and m’:zlrby sites.
Recent excavations at the town of Taraco by Stanish (Stanish and Cl.mvcz 2004)
indicales a tong Quluyu and Pucara sequence al this town which also is home to a
very high density of Qaluyu and Pucara stelae.

Rocent Excavalions at the Site of Cachichupa

The Huancanéd-Puting valley is located in the northeust corner of the Titicacu Basin
anel constitutes one of the ltve major river drninages of the Lake. The valley Tuns
for approximately 35 kms 1o the north from the edges of lh‘c‘luke ltj ‘lhe moun‘lelm‘s
thal separate the Amazonian drainage from that of Lake Tidcaca, The H.LIJIHL‘L\I]Lf‘
Putina valley varies in widih between 1-10 kms. At the cunl]uencc c_:! he Rios
Llogquecolia y Pongongoni, the valley merges into another river feading 1o the
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modern town of Inchupalta where it in tun runs towards the eastam slope valley
of Sandlia.

In 1999 Aimée Plourde conducted fest excavations al a major Formative sile
known as Cachichupa, Noted during the initial reconnaissance of the villey in
1998 as being one of (he larger Formative sites, full-coverage survey in the valley
in the following seasons revealed that it falls into a pattern of sunken court siles
placed at roughly equi-cistant intervals up the entire length of the valley. Seulpturyl
and ceramic evidence from these sites suggests a Middle Formative date for many
of them. Cachichupa is located approximately two thirds of the way up the valley
on the western side, n a stralepic position where (he sides of (he valley narrow
to procduce an opening only I km in width. This geological formation could give
lle sile’s oecupunts control of tralfic passing through the valley, which must pags
through the narrow opening created by the river. In addition 1o the et that raflic
must actually pass vight through the site, as duoes the modern road today, the
site also commands a view several kilometers in either direction, which would
further assist in ity control of traffic through (he valley. This supposition is lent
strength by the fact thar another larger Formalive Peric site, HU-34, loeated
under the madern 1own of Putina and itself focated at a strategic position for
the control of traflic 1o the eastern slopes, is visible from the highest portion of
Cachichupa,

Cachichupa is approximately 5—7 ha in size with two major components: u set
of large terraces up the slope of the hitl side, and a serics of what we provisionally
Lenn “compounds™ at their base, outlined by wall Foundations made of shaped stone
visible on the surface, The terraces are much larger than typical For saricuiture or
normal residence; the largest of these measures 20 m wide, 40 m long and way
probably 6 m in height at the time of construclion, Radiocarbon dates obiained
from the terrace dare its construction 1o 1400 BC, Further, the dates fram the entire
sequence cluster tightly, giving the impression thar the entire construction oceurred
in u limited amount of rime, possibly one episode. The early dale of construction
is confirmed by rhe presence of an intrusive pit into the surface of the terrace,
which yielded a cache of decoruted Qaluyu potlery, including a pices that has o
modeled figure in low relief on the exterior of the vessel, very reminiscent of a
Yaya-Mama female (igure. Radiocarbon dates from this pit date it to 1000 BC.
"This pit caps the construction of the terraces during the Middle Formative Period,
and suggests that ritual/ceremonial activities were tuking place on the terrace or
in conjunction with its consiruction, Unlortunately, intensive surface collection of
the site enceuntered very few decorated ceramie fragments that could be attributed
1o Quluyy, and therefore the extent of (he Quluyu occupation at the sile in unclear.
However, all of the lerrmeces and Lhe compounds al their base contained a high
density of ufifitarian forms with the mica tempered pasie characleristic of the
Middle and Upper Formative Periads.

The compounds at the buse of the terruces (17 in total) are very likely arens
in which ritual occurred, and also might be areas of craft praduction andfor etite
residence. Excavalion in one of the best preserved of 1hese produced evidence
ol corporate architecture in the form of a probable sunken court with surrounding
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structures, the presence of one and possibly more large, shaped monoliths, e'vidence
of feasting or other ritual activities, and elite burlals, Radiocarben (Iulels l:‘omllhc
excavition of this court complex Rrmly establish it in the Upper Formalive Period.
However, as mentioned abave, the extent of Middle Formative occupation at the
base of the lerraces 15 nol ¢lear from surface collections, and excavation in other
compounds could possibly reveal Middle Formatlve depogils. o

Finally, it is worth noting that several lines of evidence from the sile mdlcul%‘ that
the inhabitants of Cachichupa had access 1o non-local geods, and mostly likely
ones coming from the eastern Amazonian lowlands, A fragment of a c.urved bone
snulf spoon was recovered during excavation of the Middte Formu[ll\fc ferrace,
implying that hallucinogenic substances, possibly from Inl)wer el&\:’illlOnS, were
being consumed al the site during this time. More direct evidence of contact w1llh
lhe lowlands was [ound in the form of fragments of numerous undecorated ceramic
jars, bewring the impregsion of tightly ceiled basketry on Lheil: buses. To du!e, we
know of only two ether places where vessels with such a motif have been found:
central lowfand Bolivin and the Pucara type site itsell,

Allhough these data are preliminary, the discoveries m_a(ln-) al-Cnclm?l'!upu have
important ramifications [or coneeptualizing the Midcle l*'ormlutlve |)0I|l'|f:zl| [zmc.i-
seape, While it is not likely that the Middle Formative occupmmnl at Ci}lf|'ll(.‘hl.l]’)£} is
moere extensive than that at the type-site of Qatuyu, the censtruction of its massive
lerracing ag early as 1400 BC suggests that some kind ol".e!ite{lirecmd or man-
aged corporate group or groups existed by this lime, Additionally, the presence
of different kinds of evidence suggesting access (o easlern Jowlands goods It:ncls
support to the idea that a political economy built in part through the control of the
exchange of such goods was already underway.

CONCLUSION: QALUYU IN PERSPECTIVE

The first complex socieries in the northern Titicuca Basin are knm:vn coilec.tivcly
as Quiuyu. As such, the term Qaluyu serves as a hovizon marker for a particular
moment in the coltural evolutionary history of the Titicacs B The processes
of lhe emergence of complex sociely in the northern Titicaca Basin parallel lhos.e
in the soullq. There is even some reason to suspect that the first complex soci-
eties in the north precdate these in the south by a century or lwo, perhaps as
resull of an interaction with the complex contemporary societies in lh‘c A)‘JHVII'I
and Cusco valleys 10 the north, This proposition remains to be tested with future

ata.
“ We can now confidently say that the type-site of Qaluyu is one of more [h.nn
several dozen siles of equal or greater complexity in the norther Titicaca Basin,
Qaluyu is historieally important, but analytically it is no more important l!mn
maost other second-tier contemporary sites in the region. As in the soulh, we face
a question: was Lthere in Facl o Qaluyu regional center or Cil[)l.tiﬂ, or was Qilluyu
saciely characterized by a hetermehically-stiuctured soccely. wnh a series of peer-
polities of roughly equal size distribuled over the northern Titicaca Basin centered
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on the Lake of Awmpa and north (o Ayaviri (e.g., Stanish 2003: 5, map 1.3). Qur
sutvey daia suggest the latter; that thers was indeed a clussic site size hierarchy
of Galuyu seltfements that peaked around 800-500 BC. Certainly the Huancang.
Puting survey dara indicate a plethora of small Formalive sites under | ha, many
sites in the 13 ha range, at least (wo dozen sites larger than 5 ha, and 2 few
ol substantial size and complexity, the magnitude of which is yet unknown. Al
present, we have identified several “candidates” for the main Qaluyu seltlement
at its height, including the site of Pucara and associated setilements, the cluster of
sites al Taraco, the cluster of sites near Arupa, possible site clusiers near Balsas
Pata in Ayaviri, and possibly the sile of Canchacancha-Asiruni and associated
seltlements in the Azdngaro river valley?,

Stanish (2003: 111) hus hypothesized earlier that the Middle Formative was char-
aclerizad by three sile size categories: regional centers, villages and hamlets, The
discovery of tghtly-elusiered settlements that Tormed a single functioniag politi-
cal enlity could alter this to include a fourth, higher-tevel settlement category—in
elfect o regional “capital” that integrated the entire north in a classic chiefdom
organization of intraregional political and economic cooperalion and interregional
exchange. This is, in our view, a central question about the political and econemic
structure of Qaluyu, If these settlement clusters wre indeed contemporary, then
we can hypothesize central places of atl least 50 ha in the case of Taraco and
Arap, possibly other treas such as Pucara, Ayavini, or Canchacancha-Asirani,
IF, on the other hand, these seitlement clusiers turn out to be non-conlemporiry
“palimpsests” of sites that moved over the landscape in a restricled aren, then the
three-tiered madel stili holds and a heterarchical model may still held for Qaluyu
political organization.

In short, we have learned much in our invesiigations in the northem Basin, We
have eliminaled any model that places the type site of Qaluyun as the principal
settlement. We have identifed scores of sites as large or larger than Qaluyu irself,
and have identified a clear site size hierarchy of settement, Qaluyu was the first
complex society in the Titicaca Basin. Fulure resenrch promises to provide fasei-
naling new insights into 1his Formative culture of one of the world’s areal centers
ol early civilization.
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FNDNOTES

1. A modest axceplion would be Kidder's {1943) und Tschopik’s {1946) reconigissance of
e western and northern basin, ' ‘

2, We were able 1o map about 50% of the areq of the site. One lunclo.wncr did ngt gwﬁ
us permission and we therefore were unable to complele the map. Unforlunzﬁely, mlll;lm
parliculur area where we were denied permission 1o walk, there are i nu,nbm of possi ¢
sunken court areas ancl other architectural features. We were uble o estimaie the s - .DI
the sile visunlly without violating the rights of the landowner, but we udmit thal eur size
pxtimidie i§ very provisional.

;:j“\lfj\]::i;ul:e\ :In): ri.'urveyecl neur Canchacancha-Asiruni or in the Ayaviri area. FHowever, t!)e
<iie of Canchacanehu-Asirun s large, at least 12 hectares (Slanish 2003: ’I 13) and }hc sl}ﬁ
near Ayavir, licst visited and reported on sclcnliﬁcenllyi by RD}vu and Chivez Ba}l\on‘.)\fn\f
(if Las since been largely destroyed by house construetion) guite Iurge. us well. IF there are
substantiul numbers o contemperary Quluyu setilements near these sites, they could well
be the prinary regional center of the Quluyu pelity.
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