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PREFACE.

Or |many years I have regarded the Pentateuch
F simply as a record of a barbarous people, in
which are found a great number of the ceremonies
of savagery, many absurd and unjust laws, and
thousandls of ideas inconsistent with known and
demonstrated facts. To me it seemed almost a

crime to|teach that this record was written by inspired

men ; that Slavery, polygamy, wars of conquest and
extermination were right, and that there was a time
when men could win the approbation of infinite
Intelligence, Justice, and Merey, by violating
maidens|and by butchering babes. To me it seemed
more repsonable that savage men had made these
laws ; and [ endeavored in a lecture, entitled “ Some

Mistakes of Moses,” to point out some of the errors,
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contradictions, and impossibilitig
Pentateuch. The lecture was
consequently never delivered tw
several occasions it was repor
without consent, and without r
publications were grossly and
As published, they have been
hundred times, and many of 1y
cngaged in the great work. ]
erend gentlemen from wasting
mistakes of reporters and print
publish the principal points in all
subject.  And here, it may be pr
that arguments cannot be ansy

abuse ; that there is no logic i

falsehiood, in the long run, def

who love their enemies should, a
Should 1t

the worst man in the whole wor

about their friends.

flood will remain just as improk
the Per

the contradictions of

demand an explanation.

CVISION.

s contained in the
never written and
ice the same. On
ted and published
All these
glaringly incorrect.
answered several
he clergy are still
[0 keep these rev-
their talents on the
ers, I concluded to
my lectures on this
roper for me to say,
vered by personal
n slander, and that
eats itself. People
t least, tell the truth
turn out that I am
ld, the story of the
vable as before, and
still

itatcuch  will
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PREFACE. VII

There wag
from the pulp]
having greatly
resentation ha
amusement.
ago Inen, wof
oned, tortured
an cxceeding
entertained |
calumny is nq

instruments g

curiosity ; the

demolition of
the Inquisitios
impotent and
the loss of he
hood what she

Ch

other form of

and fear.

but one saviol
Narrow grass

Such a relig]

a time when a falsehood, fulminated
t, smote like a sword ; but, the supply
r exceeded the demand, clerical misrep-
s at last become almost an innocent
Remembering that only a few years
nen, and even children, were impris-
and burned, for having expressed in
ly mild and gentle way, thc idcas
)y me, [ congratulate myself that

The old
{ torture are kept only to gratify

w the pulpit’s last resort.

chains are rusting away, and the
time has allowed even the dungeons of
r to be visited by light.  The church,
malicious, regrets, not the abuse, but

r power, and seeks to hold by false-

ke

e

gained by cruelty and force, by fire
ristianity cannot live in peace with any
faith.

, one inspired book, and but one little

If that religion be true, there is

rorown  path that leads to heaven.

ion is necessarily uncompromising,
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PREFACE.

unreasoning,

has held al
tempt, divig
and verified
declaration
bring, and
lurid with t]

Too gre
brings to lig
general eye

read the bi

admire 1ts
and accoun

things, by

barbaric tim

by inspired
that it is pe
source and
that it is the
only guide {

These clain

r, aggressive and insolent. Christianity
| other creeds and forms in infinite con-

led the world into enemies and friends,

the awful declaration of its founder—a
that wet with blood the sword he came to
made the horizon of a thousand years
he fagots’ flames.

at praise challenges attention, and often

rht a thousand faults that otherwise the

would never sce. Were we allowed to

ble as we do all other books, we would
beauties, treasure its worthy thoughts,
t for all its absurd, grotesque and cruel
saying that its authors lived in rude,
les. But we are told that it was written
men ; that it contains the will of God ;
rfect, pure, and true in all its parts; the
standard of all moral and religious truth ;
> star and anchor of all human hope ; the
'or man, the only torch in Nature’s night.

1S are so at Variance with Cvery kﬂOW’ﬂ

recorded fact, so palpably absurd, that every free,

Join www.forgottenbooks.org to read this book in HIGH-QUALITY



HIGH-QUALITY SAMPLE PAGE

PREFACE. IX

unbiased soul is forced to raise the standard| of
revolt.

We read the pagan sacred books with profit and
delight. With myth and fable we are ever charmed,
and find a pleasure in the endless repetition of |the
beautiful, poetic, and absurd. We find, in all these
records of the past, philosophies and dreams, and
efforts stained with tears, of great and tender souls
who tried to pierce the mystery of life and death, to
answer the eternal questions of the Whence and
Whither, and vainly sought to make, with bits of
shattered glass, a mirror that would, in very truth,
reflect the face and form of Nature’s perfect self.

These myths were born of hopes, and fears. jand
tears, and smiles, and they were touched and colgred
by all there is of joy and grief between the rtosy
dawn of birth, and death’s sad night. They clothed
even the stars with passion, and gave to gods|the
faults and frailtics of the sons of men. In them, the
winds and waves were musié, and all the lakes,|and
strcams, and springs—the mountains, woods |and

perfumed dells werc haunted by a thousand fairy
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forms. They thrilled the veins of S
ulous desire ; made tawny Summer’s
the throne and home of love; filled
with sun-kissed grapes, and gathers
pictured Winter as a weak old kin
Lear upon his withered face, C
These myths, though false, are bea
for many ages and in countless way

But if

taught that all these things are true

heart and kindled thought.

of God, and that eternal punishmen
of him who dares deny or doubt, tha
of all the Fable World would lose
become a scorned and hateful thing

and thoughtful man.

WasHinGTON, D, C., Oct. 7¢4, 1879,

ordelia’s

RoperT (

:Jring with trem-

billowed breast

Autumn's arms

d sheaves: and

g who fele, like

tears.

utiful, and have

’s, enriched the

the world were

and all inspired

t will be the lot
sweetest myth
its beauty, and

to every brave

. INGERSOLL.
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NE wWHO ENDEA\FD‘le TO CGNTROL] THE MEND BY FURCE

IS A TVRANT, AND HE WHO SUBMITS 15 A SLAVE,

T waxt to do what littig| 1 to malfe my country
truly bee, o broaden the intellr:tual harizomn
ices born ol

our peaple, tp |destrity the preju
ignorance and fear,|toc dp away with the blind wor-
ship of the ignoble| past,||wi r:hc idep that all the
reat and gopd dre deay, thit| the living are totally
epraved, that all|pleasurgs are| sins, that sighs and
roans are glone pleasini tq God, that thought s
angerous, that intellectgal coyrage i9 2 crime, that
wardice is 3 virfué, thagp certain belipf is necessary

th secure salvation, that i carpy a crosg in this world
ill give us|a pplm In the next, and that we must

llow some priesy tp be the p{lot of cuf souls.
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SOME | NISTAKES OF MO$ES. r3
We do not isin to| ge forgiven, but we wisly Christ-
fans to so a,r: that wp will not Have to forgivp them,
If atl will agdmif |that zll have an equal [right to
think, then|the question is I'j'twer solved | but as
long as orggnized aml powerful|churches, pretending
to hold the |keys of ljeaven and| hell| denounge every
erson as An gutcpst and criminal| who thinks for
Ei(msclf and denivs|(their authority, the wprld will
flled wyth hatred and sufferingl To hhte man
and worship God |§¢ems to bp the suin of all the
crecds,

That which has|fappened ip mgst couafries has
happened i1 oyrs. | |When a religion is fuur[ITI:led. the
educated, the powprful—that is tosay, thd priests
and nobles, jtell| the pgnorant agd superstitiops—that
bs to say, the pdople, that the religion of theircountry
was given tp their fathers by God himsel{; that it is
the only trup rgligiofn 5 that all pthers were cgnceived
in falsehood and bigught forth|in fiaud, and that all
who believe in|the fruc religign will be happy for-
ever, while| all| others will bupn in hell. For the
purpose of governing the peoglle, that is to|say, {or
the purpose of|beipg supported by| the peqple, the
priests and pobjles [declare this religjon to by sacred,
and that whoeper [adds to, or takes from | will be

© 2010 Forgotten Bola worm. forgttentaoks. org




SOME MNISTAKES OF MOSES,

burned herc by map, and hegealter by |God. | The

It off this is, that|the priests and nobles will|n
allow thp people to thange ; and when, after a imj.
the priests, having [ntellectuafly advanced, wish to

¢ a step in the direction of progress{ the peeple
will not|allow them|to changd. At first, the rabble

enslaved by the priests, anq afterwards the rabble
ome fthe masters.

One|of the first things 1 wikh to do, i$ to frep|the
orthodox clergy. lfam a greqt friend of theirs, [and
in spite pf all they may say against me,|l am goin
te do them 2 great qnd Iastingaervice. Upoen [thei
negks are visible rmarks of the collar, and ppe
their bagks those of fhe lash. |[They are not allpjve
to read and think fgr themselyes. They are taygh
like parmots, and the|best are those who repeat, | wit
the fewest mistakes) the sentdnces they| have lle
taught, | They sit Iill|e owls ugon some dead limp
thimn of knowledge, and hopt the same old heots
that huve been hooted for eighteen huandred )ﬁnm
Their gongregationy are noy grand epough,| noy
sufficiently civilized,| to be willing that the [goo
praachegs shall think) for themfpelves. Cy are no
cmployed for that puspose.  Inbestigation is regarte
as @ dapgerovs expgriment, and the mjnister

© 2010 Forgatien Bo worm: forgoiteribanks. oy




SOME MISTAKES OF MQSES, 17

of work will-be tpler-
ey are notified to|stand by the old creed,
avpid all original | thought, as a mpreal
. | Every ministey| is employed like an
—gither for plaiptiff gr defendant,—and he is
tq be true t¢ Nis client.  If he changes$ his

tliat none of {hat kin

15| regarded |ag a deserter, and denougeed,
nd slandered gly. Ewvery orthodox
1 fgrees nol 1 ge. He contracty not

w|facts, and| makegq [a bargnin that he|will
m (if he dods. | Suph is the position bf a
- minister in this Nineteenth Century. |His

o

excitcs my nd to better it, I am
lo| what ligtl _

{ the clergyI e independence to break
the intellect Ntain themselves as(free

mpelled to submit to|the
. and the dead. They|are
byed to givg their fhoughts, but simply to
ey are not expected
er] the doubts that may suggest themselves,
raquired to whik in the narrow, verdureless
el by the|ignordgce of the past. The
nd fields on efther side are nothing to them,.
ust [not even lrthe purple hills, nor

the most agde

| h |
o

. oks.
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18 SOME MISTAKEY OF MOSEs.

pause to hear the bﬂl::tle of the brpoks.  Thidy| musy
remain in the dusty rdad where the guide-boapds are
[ nan.’

They must confine thempelyes to|the * fall
the &xpulinn from [the| garden] the - scheme of
salvation,”] the "secopd birth, IIn . the

the misery| of the

happiness| ol the redeemled, and
lost. They must be eargfull not tp express

ideas upoh these grept questions{ Itism
for them to quote from the works|of the dead. | Th
mare vividly they describe the| suffering
unregenerate, of those whg attehded theaffes an

halls, and| drank wine ip summer garden
sabbath-day. and lupghed | at i
mirsters they are su pusﬁed to be] They
that misedy hts the good |for] heaven, while Nappines
he bad forl hefl; |that the wicked get all
things in this |lifg, and|the good
in this world (hod puniphes the
in the nexy. the opes hd hates: th

prepares
their goo
evil; that
loves, an
ness makes vs bad here, but|nat ig heaven;
makes ug good herg, bpt pot iif hell. N
how absurd these things may appear o t
mind, thgy must be| preached 4nd they |n

believed. | If they were |redsonaljle, there
no virtue |in believi:I Fven thy publicans|:
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20 SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES.

Wow and then, a2 few pious people discover sqmeg
yoting man of a religious turn of mipd and a gpn
sumptive |habit of bfdy, not quite sickly encuglt tc
did, nor bealthy engugl to be wickefl. The fles
ocdurs to them that h would make a gpod orthofiox
mipister. [They take |pp a contribution, and send [thg
yoing man to somq theological school wherehe
can be tapght to re;Lar. a creed and dpspise reagon
Shpuld it| turn out [fhat the young man had sgme
mind of |his own, [gnd, after gradupting, should
change his opinions |[and preach a difiprent doctyjine
from that faught in the school, every man who apn-
tributed a| dollar towprds his cducatign would feel
that he had been robped, and would denounce fim
as g dishopest and uigorateful wretch.

Lo
she
They
Andover,

The plpit shoul
1 should allow th
pald, at

It him to tell the 1
assachusetts, at 3

least, pe
have, in

a kind of||minister factory)

not be a pilloryl
minister a little liberty. T§

ruth.

Congrelfrs

pralessor
being-con:
during the last bve

next five
PI'{

sidered the

years, in

akes an oafh once in five yegrs—thatt

d

bably no oath that

ife of an path—that hie has
ears, and will not, during
lectually advance.
they could easier keep. P
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SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. |

ably, |since |the foundation [stone of that| institution
was lqid there hps nat been a single case -::I
The olld I:I‘JEdf still| taught. They still|instsy that
God is(infinitely wis{;pum:rful and goodl, pn

all men are|totally depravef. They insist [th
best mpn God ade, (deserved to be| damned
the moment he was finished, Andover pufs jts brand
upon [eyery|minister {t turns out, the sampe
field grid Birminpham brand their wares, and all who
see the brand

now| exactly what the mini
lieves) the |books he has read, the arghments he

relies ‘hey
t—.nnwj st what| he gan be |depended on |to) preach,
nd thax he|will pontipue to|shrink and shejvel| and
row sglemply srupid day by day until he| reaches
he Apdover of t ave apd becomes truly ortho-

ve (not [singled out the Andover| fattery
2 it is wopse than the others. THey are all
pbout the same. | The professors, for the st part,
re mipister w];j; failgd in the pulpit and werk retired

eminar weount of their de jnnc;f in

e¢ason and their| excess of [faith, As a

e, they
now nothing of rorkd, land far less ofl the Ilftt ;

but they have the power of stating the mosy alisurd

o i![II[I Forgotien Boaks | Tww'l"'rgulhmhunl:.nq



22 SOME MISTAKES [OF NDSES.
propositiong with faces soleinn ag| stupidity| taughed
by foar.

Somelhing should be dope fgr the libepaty
these megn.| They should allgwed to
have sunlight and air. They should no lpn
chained and tied to confessions gf faith, t
books and |musty creeds. Thousands of
are anxigug to give their honest thoughis,
hands of| wives and babes pow Htop their
They myst| have bread, and so|ihe husbjl 5
fathers ame fpreed to preach 3 doctfine that they(hold
i scorn. | Hor the sake of sheltet] {ood and cloffhes,
they are gbliged to defend thg chilghisk miracles j the
past, and (depounce the sublime diseoveries of torday.
They are|cogmpelled to attack all modern th}u K. Lo
point out| the dangers of scignce.|the wick di s of
investisation and the corrupting|infiuence (of| lpgic.
It is for| them to show that |yirtue rests| ypon
irnorancg and faith, while vige impudently le and
fattens upen fact and demongtratign. It is 't of
their busingss to malign apd wjlify the Wolkgjres,
Humes, | ’zines, Humboldts, ‘Hyndals, Hzzdtels,
Drarwins,| Spencers, and Dirgpers|| and to bo ith
uncoveres Iﬂads before the| murderers, adullerers,
and persecutors of the world. [They are/ {gn|the

ﬂ.!ﬂlﬂllrni'uﬂmﬂu-uh | e




£ MFSTAKES OF MOSFS. 23

paged in poisoning the minds of the
iging ghildren against science, teaching
dnd gieology of the bible, artll inducing
sublime standard of reasop.

hadox |ministers do not add o the sum
. |'They live
hey | hate laughter and joy. They
[ng{. sprinkle water uppn (bebes, and

hars,|and of their sorro ake a jest.
noble exceplions. NG
raved and honest man. [T
illing |that they should ghigk—willing
ihidters hould have a little| freedon.

me [civilized, more and more liberty

if congre-

I be decordled to these men, until finally ministers

t and highest thpugits. The

ill finally get tired of hearing about

the patrjarchs and saints, the miracles |anid (wonders,

and will ingist| u knowing scmethjng about the

»n and wamen of pur day, and the acdo pTishmcnts

and disgoverjes of gur time. They will lly insist

upen knowirng|how| to escape the evilg o is world

instead bf tHe [next. They will ask light upon the
O 2010 Forgatten Bocls  worw: forgattentank. oy




4 SOME MISTAKES OF| MOSES.

eni is Jile. - will wish to know |what’
welshall do with ] ilEtead of what| God
will do with hys——how we shall do pway with beggary
and want-—with prime and miseqy—with prostinition,
diw njine,—wifl tyranpy in all its fruel
forfhii—wi igons and scaffoids) and how we|shzall
re It workers, and fill the world [with
hapy I | These = |problems Tor the

pulpits and c ngtrcgatinn of an enlightened future.
these questions| it is

. [howewver| will [continue to answer

the old| way, unlil thelr [congregationy are
r to set them| free. | They wilt still| talk
ah i the Lard Jesug Christ, as though
tha y remcdy lor all human ills,.  They

tcach ghat retrggressipn is the only |path
ads ro light ; that we must go back, that faith
e only supe puide, and that| reason 15 a delpsive
. lighting|only the ropd to ¢térnal pain,
Jutll the klgrgy are free they cannot be iptel-
ally| honest. | We can| never| tell what they really
:ve pntil they know that they can safely speak.
console themselves pow by a secret resolytion

1 they date, with the hope that they

as|iiberal a

o .!I I[IIFnI'uﬂm Boals !Irwwfm'lulhmhunl:.nq



SOME MISTAKFRES GQF | MOBES a5

can fmally| educdte theid congrerations to the point
of allewing theps| tg think a il:tlf] far themselves
They hardly krow what they |ought| to dj: The
best part ¢f their [ives has bepn wEt in gtudying
subjects of no possible| valee, | §
married, have families, and Nnpw [but one [way of
making their living. | Seme of them s3y that if they
do not preach these foolish d as, gthers
that they may thro r, aftef all, gestyain
Besides, they hate publicly 1o pdmit that they are
mistaken, that the| whole thing is a felpsion, that the
“scheme of salvptjon” i5 absurd, and that the bible
13 no hettar than qome n]-:sI
most.
You cgn hardly |ex

of tHem are

et z]‘ hishop| to |
palace, or the p to viacate the Vati¢an,
lenty| of hypaciites | will be

as people |want [popds,
found 1o |take the |pla
fatigues, tTerc Il be fqund 3| good nany
ingr to predch o e%a week, if jothey follks will work

ad. |In other wo
ugply will feyer [fail

and give them
demand lasts, th

If the |pecpll: |wdre |a little | mgre |1
teology wquld floyrish—if a little more enlightened
religion would perjsh)

o .![II[IIFnT'uﬂmIBn-u*I.Ii
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EQOME MISTAKES OF MQSES a7

did, and nevef will pyrree. They ::Bt ot in the least

related. | They are [depdly foes bat pas religion

to do with faqts? Nothing, Cantpe ;‘Muthﬂdiﬁt
t

mathematics, [Cathglic [astronomy, erian |geol-
ogy, Bagtist biclogy,|or Episco y?! Why,
then, should |a seqtaffan collepe 7| Only that
which s mejud;.r ngws should Yght in our

should pot collect s|tq pay ?:nple

Thef cemmon scho the bread of
ople, gnd it should Aof be| touched by

hand| of|superstition.
ounlry will never be filled witly great| insti-

learning [ udtil there is ant sdlute divorce
rch |and School. |As|lgng as the
re plaged by
{ nankind, we

rds of abarbarous peopl
priest and prpfessor above the reaspn

shall reap but little| benefit from cljudeh ¢r schdol.
Tnstepd of dismpissing professors fo ding iﬂme—
, let us rather discharpe thpse |[whe do not.

:Eatiun 15 not
dangeroys for him| that his bre , ND atter

how muth teuth hd may discover, tHat hisEalaw
i sduced, simply because he finds that the

did npot know the entitel hjstory pl the

Let ezcH teather upderstand that nIL
I

o 20D anuﬂlm Bln-uu worw. Torgdtenisaoks_ g
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infinitely «
without a ¢

1t| i

not fair it
school,
atheists
Igion is
are not

C an cutcay

that he Is
by the sayi
that he is
reason for
every possi)
all his work

Ection,

| whete she leads:

o make the Catholic
r 15 1€ just to colley
support schools i
ught.

People
count of disagreen;
not divided about
ven tend to make

Tt 15 what people

i

has control of the sc

Let us free our
s dedicate them
et us tell every

Te
LE:

nd vs; (o fesl that
ﬂhIigaI:iun to be hdg

ead nor of the

with his own es
t fear, to investig
d to bring us the
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o SOME MISTAKES {F|[MOSES.

When|
cathedral |a

rery church becpmies a school, every
niversity, every| clergyman a teacher,

L1

and ail thein hearers braye and Hpnest thinkers, then,
and not until then, |will the dreéam of poet, patriot,
philanthropist and philosophet, become a real and

blessed truth

IIJI.![IIIID Forgotien Boaks worw. forgitenisoks_ g
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THE POLITICIANS.

present, the successful office-gee

ike the centre of the earth ; hg w

cceed In a political career. || C
to pretend that they arp cathplic
proclivities, or christians with libe

perance men who now| and ghe
ine, or, that although not|membprs

lect men entircly destitute |of
is will never change uptil the
enough to allow each| othet|to

ingr.

=] Iﬂllﬂ Forgotien Boaks
11 1

:[ WwbuLp like also to liberate the politician.| At

ded|
rl‘ Il, but draws everything else tp him. There are

er is a pood

ighs nothiag

many fsms,

it is almost impossible for an fnddpendent/ man

didateg are
with protest-

| tendencies,
take Igla:ﬁ

urch

ibe libemlly to
he result of all this is that we|feward hypdcrisy

al pripciple;

cople hepome

do the|d own




32 SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES.
Qur government [should be entirely and ppyely
secular.  The religions |views of a candidate should
be kept entirely outfjof gight.| He should ngy be
compelled to give hil ion [as to the inspiration
of the|bible, the progp the
immaculate conception yate
and personal. He sl slich
things|for himsell, ai o
the Taw and will of ter
with (Jod. The pedple ought| to be |wise enpugh
to selcgt as their affigert men yho kagw something
of political affairs, comprehend | the present
frreatness, and elear] re¢eive (the futpre grandeur
of our pountry. If wel wete in|a stormy at sea, [with
deck wave-washed anf| masts strained and bent pwith
storm, and it was nedlisgary to peel the top sail, fwe
certainfy would not adk the braye sailor who valin-
teered [to go aleft, what his cpinion was on the|five
peints wf Calvinism. r|govgrnment| has nothing
to do with religion. 13lis neitherchristian nor pagan;
it i5 sgeular. Dut as jn as the people persist| in
voting ffor or against gleh ¢n actount of their relig-
ious views, just so long will hypocrisy hold place Jnd
power.| Just so longr will the candidates crawl in the
dust—hide their opifjons,| flatter thﬂj with whom
ﬂ.![lll[l Forgotien ?n-uh



BOME MISTAKES PF MOSES, 33
they diffgr, pretend to agree |with those| whpm thay
despise | pnd just so long will honest men [be frampled
under (foat.  {“hurches are bepoming politicd] organ
izations{ | Neagly ewvery Catholic is a acrat ;
nearly| |epery Methodist in| the North 4 Te-

bably mwill not be long until ¢ urches
ide tharply upon |political, aq uppn the-
puestigns; and when that da wnes, 1f
not liberals enough to held the bjlance of
s povernment w[rl-i be destrg The
mal) i§ not safe in the hands of|any) church.
r the bible and sword are in p ership,
slave,
ks for the purpose gf making varship
borh of the same ppirit that kingled the
the pfe da fe. and ﬁwing]y b e Jdun-
thel Inquisiton. All laws defiajpp and
ing blasphemy—making it a erime (to give
st ideps about the bibie, or to 1 at the
of [the ancignt Jews, or to enjoy poursell
bbath,|or to give your epinion pi Jehoval,
sed byl impudent bigots, and should be at
aled by honest mﬁn. An igfinfte God
pe able to protect Limself, withgut going in
© 2011 Forgotten Bola worm. forgttentaoks. org




34 HOME MISTAKES OF MOSES,

partnership With state Jegislaturcs, | Ceftaigly he
nughI not s¢ kol act thatl laws become ndcessary to
keep |him frpm [being laughed at. Neo gne thinks
of |protecting| Hhakespeare frem ridicule, the
threat of fine pnd imprispnment. It strikes me that
God might writel a book | that would pot rily
excitd the lapghter of hig children. In fage, I think
it would be safp to say th%t a rcal God|could produce
a work that wauld excite the admiratign of| mapkind.
Surply politigiang could lie better employgd than in
pasging laws [to protect the literary reputation of the
Jewish God.

© 2010 Forgotien Boa - wrorw. fargottenbanks. org




MAN AND WOMAN.

ET us forget that |ye ar¢ Baptists, Methodists,
L Eﬂhuliﬁ, Presiterin%. or I-jtt-thi leeps, and

remember only that we|are men an

the |highesi

us, and sh

upt our individeality, :J:l
t

all, man and woman : ossible| titles.
All othdr names belit
to a cerfain extent, gi
have copsented to w

we are |followers.

wing away |thede names,
questjons nogt| as |parfisaps,

let us examine these
but as | human heinp:
commot.

We |know that cuf|opinipns depend, 1o a| great
degree, ppon our surrqundings—upon |racd, countyy,
and eduotation. We i t]t:: result [of n mﬂ:rl 55
conditiohs, and inheriy vices gnd virldes, gruths apd
prejudices. 1€ we ha en|bern in |[Enpland, syr-
rounded by wealth and |clpthed with power, most|of

o .![Ill[l Forgotien Bln-ulh | wwnl"l"'m'l,ull'hmhunl:.nq



SOME MISTAKLES OF MOSES.

We ghould have ips

scopalians, ang

pn, and  that
ide one for
e for them, 2

36

us would have Enen Ep:
Chugch and Statg

peoplel needed @ religr
intelle¢t enough||te proy
wa-sT:Lr duty to make on
pel thgm to suppart it
indepent to offidipte in
gown, and that mpyers

Had| we belongedito the

pulpit withe
ould be read
wer classes,

W should ha:]

been dissenters and protested against th

ol the [High Churgh. Had we been bong 1

most of us would have| been Mohammedan

beligvad in the ipgpiration of the Koran.

have |believed (fhat Mechammed acc

Heavep and became acqyainted with anfangel ©

nam[-., f Cabriel,|wha wat so broad betll

that | it required|(three hundred days

smart (camel to pravel the distance. 1§

had | denied thid||story we should prp

dengunced him 25 a dangerous person, §

enddavoring to upderming the fuundatinj;

and o|destroy all|distinction between vitt

We should have gaid ro Him, “ What do

to give us in plage of that angel? We ¢

to give up an el of that size for nothing.”
0 I0I D Forgotien Blnl-uh




SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 37

would| have insisted [that the best and| wisest m@en
b;ﬁitv:d the Karan. | We would bave gyoted (rpm
the works and [eiters of philospphers, generals gnd
sultans, to show [that the Kogan was |the best| of
backs! and that| Turkey was indelsted oo (that bgok
and tg that alone for il greathess ang prosperity.
Wie weuld have asked that man whether he kijew
mere J]mn all the great minds of |his country, whether
hewagso much wiser than hisfathers? We would hjve
pointed out to him the fact that|thousands had h]

consoled in the fhour pl death By passages from the
Koran; that they|had dicd with glazed eyes bright-
ened By visions|of t heavcnIJy harem| and gladly

Zn

lefi this world of pricf and tears. We|would hive
t of men, pnd onlall

regardpd Christians as the vileg
octasigns would havd repeated “Theref iz but gne
(zgd, gnd Mohammed)|is his prophet!”
Sol if we had |(been born in| [ndia, we shnuldlin
prabability %:: Gelieved 1o the rel‘iLinn of that

al
ld |have repdarded the gld recojds
as|true and sadred, and looked upon 3 wandering
priest as better than the men frgm whom He beggid,
and by whose lrnr he lived] We ghould hive
believed in a gofd wij\s three heads instead of thiee
gods with one hpad. as we do npw,

colintry. We sh

o 20D Fulnr'uﬂm Boals o mfm'lull'hmhunl:.nr;



18 SOME MISTAMES OF | MOSES.

ow and then some ope says that the religien
his Jather and mother|is good enough| for him|
10pld desire a bltter* 5
bound te follow our parerts in relilgi
ore than in politics, [science or ard.  Ching h
etrified by the worship of an:;J
parents hag been satisfled| with the religion of thei
we would He still less advanced than wT
i1 any (way, bound| by the helief of our fat .
tring will hold good back to the frst E
who|lgd a (religion; and {f this |[doctringe is true, we
ought| now te be belieyerg in that first religion.| In

e Are.,

not shopw rdal respect to ydur parents by|perpetuatin
Good fathers and|mothets wish thei
children to| advance, t |
haffled them, and to co
tion.| |1f yau wish to refleqt credit upon pour paren
accomplislt fnore than they did, solve groblems
they|could pot understapd,| and bauld betfer than |
knm{. To|sacrnibice yopr (manhgod upgn the g

athef \rurdi, we would |alll be batbariang. You

ur father is an honor| o nejther.  |[Why shi

wha [has examiand l subject, thrgw away)
reason and| adopt the wicws of his mofher? Is
such|al courte dishonorabld to both?

o .![Ill[l Forgotien : ks w'lllrw'l"'ml'l,ul'hmhunl:.nq



SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 39

We must remember|that thig “ancestor™ angu-
s ag old At Jeast s the setond gengratiop of
that [it has [served no purpose except t
and fesults mostly from the Jact
jce  is| easipr | than injvestigatiop,

pushad te |it§ lopical |concluston, wguld
e adyance cj all pegple whos
ree-thinkers,

It|is hard for manj p
hey were bam|; to admit that thejr fat
ly mistaken] and that glie sacred

their | couyntry gre  but | collectipas of mjths

pople to|give up the relimion

Bit when wea look|for a momight at the world| we
ach patian| hgs its ‘I'T'_]:l:
d its ideas [of jworship} | Certainl
ht: and as jt pould rL-
investigate the claims off these various sysgems, fL is
to damnn a man forever] simply because be
alEve the wrong| one, Il thesc
igipns (were |prodyced by bagbarians. |Civilized
cs with phanging

red records’ —-i1ts

all qan-
quire a life time to

tions have contentpd| themsely

;rrhr:ir rbaric pheestors, put they
made nohe. Nearly all [these religions |are
tensely selfish, Each pne was/ made by some gon-

o 20D Fnrrmlim Boals rrww'l"'m‘prlhmhunl:.nq



40 SOME PMESTAK 0Oy MMOSES,

temptible little nati
mhnite importance, d upon the nther nations
as beneath the notice of [their pod. |In all |these
countries it was a cfime to|deny the sagred refords,
to laugh at the priests, to s disrespectfully pl the
gods, to fajl to divide your substince with the lazy
hypocrites| who managed Hairs |in the| next
world upen conditign that you wpuld sppport |them
in this. 1n the uld? rime| these [theolagical geople

izelf az of aﬂmnst

mselve the | honest and
industricus, were call
prophets, gnchanters, |sorcefers, wjzards,| astrologers,
= knopvn as| cler-

who quartered th

. seers, chanmers,

and impostors, but
g}*mﬂn.
tion ko the| genegal rele, and
ur sacred books| as will as
it is |clhaimed lywy many of our

We are no exce

consequenily have

the rest. |Of cour

people that our bI
only ones that the real G
thing whatever to
other sacred books
impostors ;| that the
Cod ever had any p

all other prpphets anE
pudence and mendaripy.  True, it seems somgwhat

nly trite ones, the
wrate, [or had|any-
ey insist that all
by hypocrites and
ews wefe the only| people Lhat
cnal interedurse with, and chat

seers wire mpspired only by im-

o .![II[IIFnI'uﬂm Bln-uh Im.'l"'m'],ul;hmhunl:.nq
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strafge tha{ [God should have chggen a byrbarcus

and unknofn|people who had |ittle|gr nnthilf tp da
with|the ntT-:r nations of the earth, 1s his megsengers
gf mankind,

easy to account for|an infinite God

makjng pedple so low in thg scale of intgllect as
to require (4 revelation. Neither is| it easy [to per-
ceive why| | a revelation was rdcessary| for| all,

i was made |oply to a few, Of|cou

is ‘:ftreme y wicked to suggest these thoughts, and
that [ignocgnee is the only armor tl
rom the wrath gf G
tors with all thair g
waven ; that those
hing are sure to miss i
roluntarily put |out
implicitly depend upen blindn

lled to
ents of [the|lost.
ge of examining
only extended

ta us on the rondition that we beljgve it whether it
appéars repsgnable or not. We may disagrec \with

others as fuch as we please (upon |the megning of

EIDIDIanuﬂnI: ks worw. forgoitenisoks_ g
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SOME MISTAK

: OF MOSES.

all

the truth |of| a single word. | We| must |believe
that the bopk|is inspired. | If we| obay itsuEver;,r pre-
cept without believing in its inspirfion we (will be
damned just 3s certainly 3s thoupgh we disbbeyed i

every wnri We have o right to fvt:igi if in t]'lj
scales of rgaspn—1to test|it by the |laws |of [nature
or |the facts |of observation and f.xfpr:rien e Ta
do|this, we are told, is tp put gursglves abjwe the
word of Gpd| and sit in judgment |on the| workg

of pur creakor.

5|31
whi

wit

the

and renderi g|certain the
aq the kindness to advise|me jha
¢

The

object is to

cou

tﬂri' thing.

ptever oo
1 {airnes
It will not do 1o say that we rejec
dl  Our wickedness
elict but from our acts.

passages hn the hihlf; but |we (must| nar deny
0

For my

e of ou

are wick
front ou
I am tol
bible; t

y have

EL

by the scales|

y the clergy

at [ am leading thousankls to| pe
lamnation of m}rm']n soul.

ke converts,
¥ tell me to

. I cannot ddmit that belief s al volun-
It secems to me that evidende, €ven in

¢ wish may be,|we are

and that
]l to stand
act] resulc
¢ Hecause
seertainetd

that ||ought not to attack

r¢dition

1 H- m}'
he (wrong
[ EXPressions,

I am pursiing
vse gentl

L
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44 OME MISTAKES OF MOSES.

that thas|been played| by *'sacred pe¢ords’|in all
the| natiopis of the world.
little while ago l|saw one gf the |bibles| ol the
iddle Ages. | It was{buut rwo| feet in leagth, and

nd [a half in width. Tt had immense |logken
. vrith hasps, agd clasps,| and hinged| large
ugh dlmost for the| doors of a penjrentiagy. It
angdls and
led gaints,  In my imaginatlon w th¥ book
carfiad tg the pathedral|altar in
the| chant of robed and knceling prigsts, {glt the
strange tnemor of the organ's peal; saw the gplored
light steeaming through|windows stained and tquched
by |bllood| and | lame—-the swinging censer with its
aof, dign with

sne, while on

overed |with pictures of

omp—heard

perfumed|incense rising to the m

alls was hung, written in ]i%ht. nd shadg, and

teqrs| the pletured
y of the martyred [Christ.  The peaple fe]l vpon
knegs. [['he hook was opeped, and the{|priest
o the|multi-

colois that can tel] of joy an

the messages from| God to man.
, the book| itself was evidence engugh that|it was
e work jof human hands. | How could|| those
marks and lncs angd dots contzin ke tombs, the
hts pf men, and how could they, wuched by a

o .![II[II anmfm ks | Im.'l"'m'l,ul'hmhunl:.nq
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ray of light fflom Humpn eyes, give up Ll*liir dead ?
How |could these chatacters span the vist chasm
dividing the|||presdnt from the past, and makg it
possibe fdr thie kving stili to hear the poires of the
dead !

i 200 0 Forgotien Boobs | | m'l"'m'pfhmhunl:.nq
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THE PENTATHUYCH.

HE first b
Pentateych. For a leng ti
that MnI the author, and [Ameng the ignorant
the suppositioq still prepails. | Ajg almatter offact, it

}( had notljiing to
do with these pooks, and that f jwﬁre not written
until he (had Ieen dust and dshes [for hundneds of
years. Dut, a tfli {nsist that he was
the authqr, thy
death ang buri
books wdre in

1| 1t was su

& books |in our hibf are known as the
rlp-used

seems to|be w

all the ghurches s
he wrote even|ap|account of his cwn
1, let us|speak of |Him as though these
act written by hprh  |As the chnistians
was I:I'IE real ppthor, it males but

maintain [that
little difference
clerk.

Nearly all duthors of sacred books have given an
account gf the|creation [of the paiverse, the otfgin of
matter, apd the destiny of the Juman race, early

whom |he employed as his pen, or

ﬂl.![lll [II Fanuﬂm Boals | worw. forgitenisoks_ g
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all have pointed out the

to his creator|for having
and allowed him to live

that nothing short of the
possibly compensate God
sufered and gone {or the
nearly all insisted that we
life: but
we shou

evils we end

Moses differed fremn m
honks by his
by failing to |promise he

Upon the subject of a ful

failure to 511

word in the [{entateuch.
God did not deem it impg
as to the eterpal destiny o
thought that (he could ¢
rewards and [punishments
kept the frghthul reaiitici
a profound secret from

-

L&

thought it far] mere imp
origin than tq enfighten

1
We must remember [hd
has some way|in which, 1l

1]

.I[II[IIFnI'uﬂ:n Bn-u*u.li

that man is under
upon the earth,
ang have taught
ct Furship could

reuble and labor
an. They have
hank God for all
nof all informed
spohsible for the

rers of sgered

ipg of a future life,

to [threaten hell,
there is pot one
at that early day
ake a revelation
He $eems to have
Jews, at least, by
world, and so he
] jov and torment
choice. He
i the Jews their
their destiny.

tribe and naticon
iking phenomena
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belie{ that |some being exists whe fan, d hy will,
chinge the naturdl order pf events| Th
prays to 3 stone| that he|| calls a pod,
christian prays tg a god |that he | calls|a
and the prayers of both
savage and the christian p
an |intelligant cause, and th
seqted by one god jor many,
obgect of all worship. To
prayer, to |count peads,
ifice a Ll'aml::. al child o

ys by which th
¢ abject is sought, and

All worship |s neces‘Eaﬁly baged uyppn the
f

carvy a fatich, t
abstzin (from
an enemy, ar

accomplishme
& zll the pfspri

Many systems|of religipn must (have| gxisted
many ages [before the art of)| writing was discovered,
and must have passed through many changes before
thel stories, miraclels, historigs, prophesies 3nd |mis-
takes becalne fixed and pefrified in written |words,
After that, rhange was possgible anly by giving | new
meanings to old wgrds, a prgcess rendered recessary
by the contjnual acquisition of facts somewhat| incon-

nt with a litefal intergretation df the |*{sacred
recur‘ds.“ In this way an h Lest fzith pften prolongs

o .lllill[l Forgotien Bn-ulh.i worw. forgoitenisoks_ g
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its [life Ly dis]mmtst methods ; and in this way the
Christians| of |to(day |are trymp to harmpnze the
Mosaic agcoupt creation with the thI::ries and
disgoveries of mgdem| science.

Admitting n;/lnses was the authpr of the
Pentateuch, or he pave to the Jews|q religion,
the|question a ds [to where he obtained his infor-
mation. Ve told by the theologians that he
received his ledee from God, and that every
wornd he wrot nd 15 the exact tmyth, It is
admutted at b e tiine that he was an adopted
son| of Pharac hghter, and enjoyed the rank and
privilepe gf 2 . | Under such eircumstances, he
mugt havg been|vwelilacquainted with the|literature,
plli?ﬂﬁﬂph an ion of the Egyptians|/and muost
havi knovn w they believed and taught as to the
cregtion of the -

MNow, If the nt of the origin of this earth as
given by Moss sibstantially hike that||given by
the Egrypians, we must conclude that he learned
it ilﬂm them) ndld we imagine thay he was
divinely imspicd cduse he gave to the lews what
the |Egyptians given him?

The Epryplian |priests faught fvsd, that a god
created the ori matter, leaving it in|p staw of

0 I0I D Forgotien Bl:-u*I.I-lI
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at a god muulie& it nto form:;
ath of 2 god moped uvpon the E:

4, that a god| preated simply|by
e;"” A4, that 4 |god created light
isted.
e clearer than 1l

Moses recsjyed
rts of his n

ditions as re
rstiniens of| his

t the present day should assert|that

ries of evolutipn,

law of heredity,
t he was not pnly
family of Chagles
t for his hay|ng

o, if Darwin fhim-
selll should prejgnd that he w
btained his liar theories fr
robably reply |that his grrandfat
he same ideas, fapd thar Lamarck
izlly the samel theories the sap
arwir| was b

MNow, if we [have sufficient ot

nspired, and (had
God, we should
r suggested | the
thlished substin-

year that (Mr.

]

| =]

age, we will, by
nt for the skgry

he same coursd of reasﬂning. ACEE
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of creation found in the (bible. e will [say thal
it confains the| bgliel of Moses, and that he|receive
his informatich from the | Egyptians, and pot fro
God. | If we take the apepunt as the absolute trut
and use it for the purpose|of determining the valu
of modern thaught, scicntfic advancgment |becomne
nd even if the account|of the/Creatio

Impossible.
as given by fo be prue, an
should be so admitted by all the scientifie world, th
claim that he was inspired would still|be without th
Jeast particle of proof.  ¥We would ba|forced|to adma!
that he knew more than |we had supposed.| It cer-
f that|a man is|ipspired simply

oses should turn on

because he is fight.
No one prdtends that $hakespeare was |inspired
and yet all the wa;tcrs of|the books ¢f|the Gld Testa-

her, cpuld not |have produced

Hamlet.
Why should we, loo

iflg upon EBgme rgugh and
awkward thing| on god in stone, say that it must have
becn produced by|some ipspired sculptior, anTwith the
same breath innuunce he Fenus gz | Mile to be the
work of man?| Why s
ancient daub of apgel, saint or virgip,|say its paintes
must Bave been assisted by a grod?

uld we, lopking pt some

o 20D Fnrlrmfm Boals | mforp{ulbmhunl:.nq
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art,
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what
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ink or know.

for which we
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things
r light,

gencies is, in fact to s3

our respect for the b
the prigsts to exalt and
e to deecry and
o[ man.
sed for| hundreds of ye
of man|in himself—to |
powers of thought, to

man virtue consists 1
Lhurch Bas said, « Belie
ou will become an unbe
e lost. | If you disobe;

pride and curiosity, an

e, only in so 3

c
The whole pni'i:r

ble to decide any question

hrust from paradi

rds with my rdasof

15 we
ot
}r-
lak

anmnr

ar
y ti
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it
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le
of
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hur
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hguld be examined in the samp spirit,
4}:[ be welt d| falsehaod ex-
T}

mdttgr in what e| they may be

Let us in |thjs spirit gxaminge the Peut
and if anything IFPEarSl:;E
u

teuch
blg, contradictory

have
Certainly n can resuly either
from deceiving onrselves or others. |Many
have | implicitly |believed

just @s impli it{ believe

sanctioned by| God. Miljong have| regarded this
book | as the | [oundation
and at the sgme time g
divinI institutipn]  Millior I ave fdeclared this book

to hive heen| infinitely
they |were riﬁht have Jmpfscped, robbed and
burngd their fellow men. e insparation |of this
book | has been fstablishcd famine, sward and

fire, by dungdon, chain

by rack, by Igrce and {eay

tions |have been (frightened by threa

bribed with pr rr:fses of h
L

l.it;us examine a porti
darkness of cur fgar, but i
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Ahd Bret, let us examinf the agepunt given of
smmencgd, according to

the ﬂ]reatinn of this wo du
the bible, on Monday mofinjhg abouf |five thousand
eight| hundred and eighty three years agn,

i
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and the earth.

Il rhis means

produced, causc
heaven and the

formed| the hea
existing matter.

cenvey| the idea that t

and thg earth are
It iz impossibl

the light of a ra
cannot [conceive
is it popssible to
matter.| You car
absoluty nothing.
being |changed
eternally damned
conceive these th
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thing, it
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t will npt do|t
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the | heaven

to say that he

the eErth nL‘rF previously
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of something

| regirded in
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Neither
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'tll B can ypu i

something.
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jur imagination
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Noth
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retend to tell ho
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rly imposs
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must be re

do?
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Bac
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daing
thing t
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min<d that it
or an end of

was a time
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He certainly
think about.
ter happened,

agrine afgything more
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see nfinite s
L conceive
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. repugn

finite nothing

all these things really
menk
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that cannot
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a of so much
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therelore eternity is g | pecessity ¢f the mind,
Ltgrnity sustains the samj¢ relation to time that space

dois 1o matter,
In the time of Moses|1t

to write an account of thl:
had simply to put in fo
pegple. At that time, [ng

wrftten a better account.
at iberty to give his

no one who could a
thing he might say. It

j'as perfectly sale for him

pon that gubject h

full

ation play.

ation of the warld.| He
he crude potions of the
other| Jew could have

hpritatively cpnteadicy any-
substantiplly the

stagy that had been impgthtgd in curtgus char
uptin the clay records |pr Hab}'ilun,
manuments of Egypt, apf| the gloomy tempies of

Indla. In those days there| was an ahnost infinite
difference berween Lhe edugated and ignarant. | The
pepple were controlled almpgt entirely| by signg and
womiders. DBy the lever |of] fear, priests moveqd the
wotld. The sacred recprds werg magde and kept,
andg| altered by Lhem. people conld not pead,
and| l[ocked upon one who| could,|as glmost a|god,
In jpur day it is hard to ¢ongeive of the influence of
an [educated class in a by I’ﬂus ge.| It was|enly
ne¢essary to produce ghe | “sacted lrecord.”| and
ignprance fell upon its facpl | | The people were taught

o 20D Flquuﬂmlﬂn-uh
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3 true,
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It sedms to me thaf reason is the highest aterd
of man, and that jf there ran be any comiruni
from God to map| it must be addressed ko his re
It does npt seen possible (that in order to understan
a message Irom |God it|is absolutely| esseniial t

pp away. | How eould G
known his will |t anly lefng destitute¢ o
A

throw our recas

How can| any man acgept as a revelatign
masﬂa I to im? |G

othier man for me. |He

that whigh is u

make a revelatian to :

n
1

make it tp me, apd until ble|convinces my rdason
o receive it

The statemept thag in the beginning| Geol erc

it is true |1 cann

the heavpn and| the earth| I cannot accept.
contrary ta my rrm vand I cannot belieye it
appears reasonalle to me [that force has|existed |

eterpity. | I'orce| pannpt, it appcars (to |me, {
:lin jts patufe, s fon
t could not get ;| and|s
existed forever. |To
[arce, or of fpreg wit
en neither existed, or o

apart frem matt
active, and withd
think makter my
ceive of [matter
matter, or of a

a being | who [dr an eternity| wit

either, a$ who pthing created bath, is o
me utterly impqg may be damned on |thig
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) hut,r} cannot |help it. Iy | my |judgment,
istaken.

ill npt |[do to say|that Musu:% ;E-lerel E intended

Was

hat/Gpd did, in| making thd|heavens and the
it of matter then in existen H

n the @iﬂﬁiﬂf God {rﬂa:ed them. If
t lis true, we must bglieye [that God,

infinite space  surroupder by eternal
hoht and vgid, created;| preduced, calted
:Iiiled intd existence |[this Yniverse of

e distinctly

-!Et thing we are told By |this inspired
s, [that God|created light| and |procceded
it| [rpm the darkness.
y.|the perspn who wr
ss|was a thing, an entit
jnixer:l and tgngled up w
itips, light and|darkness,
his |imagination he| probably
‘ chunks of darkness on
of| light on the other.
%ms been born but o

fe [this believed
a| material thag

ght, and that
t}_ separated.

Goq throwing
ne side, and rays
1t |is |hard for a
g to understand
npderstand how

I had always
the absence of

-

.| For myjpart I cann
e geparated [rom darkn
hat darkness was simp
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TUESDAY|

® dre |nekt infprmed by Moses that  {od
Q u id Ll‘..e: thetel be 2 firmarpent in the miidst

n [ret it|divide the |waters [om |the
waters ;" and | that » God made the firmament, and
divided thel witers|whigh were under the Armament

Ee he Armamhent”

of the waters,

from the waters which| were abo

What %d he| priter mean by |the wo

ment? Theologians [npw tell s that he

“ expanse.”| [This will not dp. | How ¢ uld| an

expanse divide tlie waters {rom the waters, so that
;

the waters abgve the ¢qpanse wpuld not fall {nto and

mingle with the waters| below the| expansef [The

truth is thatl Moses|regaided the| Armament as a solid
affair. It was where| Grod liverl, and whete %ter
was kept. | 1t|wap| for this reaspn hat they juged to
pray for raip. TEE y supposed that some angel could
with 2 lever miseI and lef ot the quantity of
moisture desited] | Tt was with|the water from |this

firmament {that 1:‘35 qrid was| drpwned when|the
windows of lleayen were opeped] It wag in |this

o 20D Fn;quﬂnT Boals o, 'Forqnl'hmhunl:.nq
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Arrmament that the sprjs of God [lived-—the sgns
" saw the daughters|of men that they were fair
took them wives of pll which|they|chose

e L I 1 A = T ~

issue of such marriages were gilaats, ahd  the
became mighty mep |which wf; of |old, men
renown.”

Naothing is clnarc*r'j\han that Moses| regarted

Nirmament a2s a vast| materipl division|that sepa
the waters of the world, aed upon w‘j\ se flopr
lived, surrounded by his sons. lpno

ther way ¢

he account for rainl | Where did tha watdar cn

from? He knew nothing about the Jaws of| evapp-
ration. He did not kpow fhat [the spph wooed with
amorous kisses the paves of the sca,(and that t
clad in glorified mist r s.ingtu meet tiir lover,
by disappointment, chhnged to tears| and | fell| as

rain,
The idea that the firmament was (the apodp of
the Deity must have |been in the mind of| Mg
when he related the |dream of jJacdh. * find
dreamed, and behold, [a lz:jlder set ypon the ef
and the top of it reathpd tof heaten : and behol
angels of God ascendipg and descending on it ;
behold the Lord stood above it|and $aid, I am
Lord God.”

Tl

o .![III[I Fnr'uﬂlmlﬂn-uh e
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So,|when the people were building the tower|of
Babel ‘{the|Logd came dppn to see the city, and|the
tower which the children| of men builded. | And |the
[Lord spid, Behipld the pepple is one, and they
all one|language : and this they|begin tq do;
will be restrained from|them which
dtodo.| Go to, led us go down and confo
their langupge|that they|may not understand

nother's speech.”

iwed above the earth, in
id
salmidt when he said that God

{hat abgurd acegunt

a was n the mind of

owed the heavdns

Of tourge, | |easily yemove any pe
s o }fe;u.r it was but 3 little way a
t kh. | +d with| God, and he
fot, for] Go The ageounts if the by
g

f the 3scepsion of Eljah, Christ|and St. [Paul
born ﬂt'Elce elief that the frmament was the dwelling-
glace of Ggd. |It probably never occurrefl to t
titers|that] if the firmamept was seven or gight
way, Enmjh and the re
rfectly stifl Jong bef
een C{;mpIE:tEL Possi

the journey cpuld
Elijah| might have
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flower, and before
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welecomed 1o her ar
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third day.
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not|a single| living, breathing|thingl upgn the earth.
Plenty of griss, algeat varety|of hefbs, an abundance
of fruat, but jnot outh in al| the world, If Mpses
15 riprht, this| scate of things lasted nI[l}rt days ;| but
" the modern thealogians are corpect, |it contigued
for millions pf ag

'It is ngw well lknown that the prganic history of
the parth can be properly divided ipto fve cpochs—
the | Primondial, mary, Segondary, Tertary, |and
Quaternary. Eaph|of these epochp is gharacterized
by animal and vegetable life peeuliay to itself.  Ti the
Fizst will be found Al and |Skulliless Vertebrates,
in the SEcorD, Ferps and Fishes, in the |Tuien, PPinc
Forests and Reprfles, in the FoprTi| Foliaceous
Forests and| Ma ls, and in|the Ifrerd, Man™

ow much mgre reasonalfle this is than the jdea
thay the rth was covered with [grass, and herbs,
and trees lpaded| with fruit | for milligns of yrars
befgre an apimal |gxisted.

There ig, in Nature, an evén balgnce forever kept
bettveen the total [Amounts of anin%l and vegemble
life| **In her wopderful econgmy she mpst ferm|and
bountifully [nourish| her vegImble progeny—twin-
brother life|to her,| with that jof anjmalg. The per-
fect halance be Ln plant existepces and anjmal

© 201D Forgatien Bodka worm. forgttentaoks. org
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THURSPAY.

'ER| the world was cofered with vegetation, it
| |octurred tg Moskq that it was abolit time to

jn 50 we are told that on
urth day Gof said, {* Let there be light in the
ent of the heaven fa|divide the day from the
let them be fof signs and for sepsons, and
& and years; and let them be for lights in the
ent of the heaven to glive light upon the earth ;
so, And God|mgide two great lights; the
ight to rule the day) and the lesser Hght 1o
rule the njght; he| made the|stars also.”

believe that|the |inspired writer had any
3

h san and moon

the size of the sun? |[Draw a circle five inches
eter, and bl its gide thrust 3 pin through the

he hole made by the pin will sustain about
e relation o the|c rcn:: that the earth does to
Did he knu‘]v that the sun was eight
d sixty|thousand| miles in diameter: that
enveloped |in an| dcgzn of fire thopsands of
in depth, hotter e han the christjan’s heli,

© 200 0 Forgotien Bl:-u*I.iI worw. forgitenisoks_ g
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ratc

which th

of this lworld was but a calm?
moment of time thrpws gub as
be generated by the combustign

EUN BV
as coul
ons u
that th
of that o

childr
five thpu
large :[:-'.
twenty-fi

four ﬂac
a distang

n

know paything about Saturn, his rings an
Did he have the faintest idea th

over which sweep tempests r.}A flame mow
\;nne hundred miles a serond, comp

wildest storm that ever w

n millions of tons of|coal:

clume of the Earth is [ess than ong;
the sun? Did he knpw of| the ong
and fqur planets belonging g our solar

j of the sun?  Did he know gf Jupi
sand miles in diametey, hundreds
our earth, turning on his axis at

c of three thousand million

moons ?
planet}

Juminar

diameter; that Neptune, Uganus,
and Mazs were all born before our garth, 3
no passibility could this world hjv

days, [ngr threc periods, nor thre¢
before its source, the sun?

was once thousands [of millions

o .![II[IIFnI'uﬂmIBn-uh

[id he kna

ve thousand miles an| hour| accon
s, making the tour off his orbit in

ere once a part of the syn; that| |
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Magses suppoged the sun to be abaue|three or four
feet in|diameter gnd the moon abold [halfl that $ize.
Compgred with |the earth thay wege }:1111: sirIuple
specks{ Thys idea seems to have khared by all
the "ipspired " men. We find in the back of Joghua
that the sun EICIE. still, and the mpon (stayved Jntil
the pegople | had| avenged themse|vy :tu::n their
epemigs. |50 the sun stood still||ip the mydst
of heaven, pnd |basted not to g9 dawn abodt
whale day.”

We are |told| that the sacced wrjter | wrote] in
commgn speech as we do when w "ILE bout [the

JI] hcfinten Hed
to say fvas that tlie earth ceased to|turp on its 3xis.

Lk m

rising gnd setung| of the sun, and that

“{or about a|whole day.”

My own ppingen is that General (Joshug knew
more apout the metions of the earth thap (he
mercy and justice| 1 he had knowp |that
turned upon fits axis at the rate of g thaus
in its course abolt the sun at the

an hour, and|swe

rate of [sixty-eiglt thousand miles ng bpte,
have dpubled the hailstones, spoken of |in
chapter, that| the |Lord cast down from [he

allowed the |sun and meon to rise|dnd EE
usual way.

o 20D Fnrruﬂlz:l Blu-u*I.iI
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for about a whalk day,” that Js to say, fot about twelve
hours. If the |air was mjiragulously chinped, |so that
it would re!' ck the rays|of he earth
turned over 1LL'-‘-I.IH.] foq * about a whoje|day|” then,

the sun whi

at the end of t)dt time the syn must havie been| visible
in the cast, th: ¥ that tinje| have been
the next morpjng.  According to thls| that mast

wonderful dajy| must have |been at | hirty-six

15, It Riygst

hours in lengtl.| We have first, the t urs of
natural light,| then twelye hours of « £d andl
reflected ™ lighg! By thpt time it wo in be
marning, and Ije sun would shine for ¢ hours
mere in the |ngrural way, making thirty.shx hours
in all.

If the Rqv. | Morey [would depen tfle less
on “refraction’| and a litfle gicre on 1.. tign,” he
would conclugit: | that the whole story|is simply a
barbaric myth |and fable

It hardly sedms reaspnable that Gdd, if|there is
anc, would tiIhl:l:’ stop the rlobe, chanI ronsti-
tution of the afmosphere or the nature of light simply
to afford Joshud an opportunity to kill p gn that
day when he cppld just as|eadily have waited niqtil the

next morning. T certainly eannot be vary gratifying
to God for us|to| believe [such childish thih

ﬂ.![ll[anquﬂml n-||:h o worw. forgitenisoks_ g
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It has bekn dt:mur‘xftrat:cd that |force is eterpal ;
that it s forever |active, agd|eludgs destruction by

change of fprm.
arrested  mot

lated that
heat as th
times the si

barbarian
would hav
gencral th

The vigw of Mosgs wis|acq
Jewish peeple angt Ly |(the [Chris
sands of yedrs. (It is| supposed
about ffteery bundred years b
although he was | inspjred,[ and
mation dirgcty from Cjod. e
about our splar sygtem [as the Chi
years belorp he wEs bern. || The
hio adopted as an|epodh, 2 fopjung
Mercury, Mars, Jipites and Batar

I.![Illil Forgotien Boaks
T

of [orce, and all
to¢ heat. The
e thousand miles
farce beyond our
t has been calcu-
produce as much
ce of coal three
yet we are asked
order that one

i juch stOrics never

the belief been
were as nothing

jesced in by the

an world for thou-
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ore Chrst, and
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did not know as much

e did a thousand
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on of the planets
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shown by M. Bailly tp have pocyrred| ng less than
244g years before Christ,” [The andieft Chinese
knew not only the| mogions of |the| pladers, but they
could calculjte edlipses.  *“In the neign of the
Emperor Chow-Kang, the chief||astrongmers, Ho
and Hi were condemned to death far meglecting
to announce|a solar eclipse which took place 2169
B. C., a clear proof thay the prediction of edlipses was
a part of the duty of the imperipl Ltrun ners.”’

Is it not strange thatra ChinarIan shiould find out
by his own| exetions more| about ghe material
universe thap Mases could whgh azssisted by its
Creator ?

About eight hundred years|| after God gave
Moses the principal fagts about the creation of the
ed another
ing the world.

On this occasjon he n d the [earth, but
actually causdd it t A Jewish
king was sick, ang onvince him
that he would ulti d to make
the shadow on the bt |backward

ten degrees. | The (ki was tpo easy a
thing ro make the |, And asked
that it be tuthed - [gainh the

o i![ll[llFlnr'uﬂm IBn-u*I.Ii m'l"'m'p;l'hmhunl:.nq
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hE: cried untg the||Lord, and he brought | the
ten degre ward by which it had gone
in the dial af S 1 hardly Te how |this
mispcle could be apcolnted for even by || refractipn ™
“reflection,”

eems, from phe |a¢gount, that thig stupendous
after the king had been

cle was performed
cured| The account of
is giyen in the [glaye

chapter of Second |Ki gI
the| sgventh wversp
Isalahl said, Take a|lump
laid it|on the boil,[and h
Stppping the f

ten| degrees after |1
boil was already cur
of [:-:::1

The casiest w. count for all these wonders
15 10 say that the |ingpirpd”™ writers were mistaken,
In this way a fearfy] byrden is lifted from(the credylity
to believe thelevidences of

he shadow going Lackward
h verse of the twenticth
while the curg is given in
the same chagter.  * find
[ fizgs. And theytook and
recovercd.”

d causing it fo turn hack
, 1IE«‘:ms to have [been, as|the

y the figs, a usgless display
er.

of man, and he is
his lown senses, and the| demonstrations of scepce.
In this way he emancipate himsgll from |the
slavery of supcrstition, [the controd of [the barharic
dead, jind the despotigm| pf the chuech.

i 200 0 Forgotien Boobs . mforp{ulbmhunl:.nq
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Only abaut a lunc‘red year§ ago, Buflon, the
Jlist. was \compelleft by the faculty of theology
at Paris to pyblicly repounce fourteen errorg” in his
work |on Natpral 151q becayse they were at
variange with the Mokajc account|of creatiof. The
Peptateuch s [still |the| scientific] standard ||of the
chytely, and jgnorant | pfiests, armed with thar, pro-
nounce sentange upon (he vast camplishrrents of
maogderdn thought.

14 QUK
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‘HE MADE THE STARp{ ALSQ.”

03es came very necar forgetting abput the

ol heaven. | C

" stars,| and only gave five words to| all the
1n it be pessible that hE knew
ct that

nirlaboul the gtars beyond the mens

them shiding jabave him ?

est [aequainted with, is twepty-one
away} and that it is|3 sun shiping by
ight 7 Did| he know of the next,|that is
seven billign miles distant? it possille that
quaipted with Sirius, a sin two thousand
ndred and|eighty-eight times|larger
urpounded| by|a system of heavenly

rnd distant from
ighty-twao hillion miles? Did e know
olag)|stdr that ells| the mariner | his cou
d slaves to Jibetty and joy, is fstant from this
world twe hpndyed and ninety-fwo billion miles,

¢ knfwl that the ncarest |star, ihe one we

o 20D anuﬂml Bln-uh w'lllrwfm'lulhmhunl:.nq
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at Capelly| wheels and shines pog hundred and|
'IllrEE billipn mil eyond?| DDid he know
that it| would require aboup seventy-wo years for
d|he know that

t ta reach ut[fram this star? D

vels ong| hundred and eighty{five thousand
T second P Did |he| know [thit some stars
far awdy in the| inhnite abyises that five
millions ol years lare requlicey! for their|light to reach
this glabe 7
If this 15 true, and il as the bible|tells us, the
ET were mad{ |after the edeth, then this world has

n

been wheeling |in its orhit for at leasl five million
years.
It may be rephed chat it was npt [the intention
of |God to teach geology [and asfrefomy. Then
why did he s3y anything | upon phese subjects?

and if he did anything| why

id||he nat give

i ergated, on

|
i o

Accprding t¢ the sacred pecords
the firsg day, the heaven the earth, [{moved upon
the| lacy of the waters,” j!l:f 1zde the ligrht. On the
secpnd Ide the f n'Iamenl:u the *expanse "
and dijided the waters) |On the third day he
‘apers into geay, iet theldny land appear
. Irth to bring forth grass, herbs and

o 20D annllrﬂml ; ks mfm'llillhmhunl:.nr;
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frdit trees| and on the fourth day h
mcLun nd stars and set them in

he

matle the sun,
e Hirmament ol
vegn| to| give light upon the earth.| This division
of |la L very striking, The waqrk of the other
ith [that of the
the| same time

nd | fruit trees,
JIstellatiﬂns the

|

days |s|as| nothing when compared
fourth. | (Is it possible that it require
and iphor|to make the prass, her
that it |did to All with countless co

infinite| expanse of space ?

© 200 0 Forgotien ?I:Hilh | worw. forgitenisoks_ g
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W’E are then told that on the next day|« God
said, L{t the| waters bring fonth abm:I:!antl}r

(o o

the| moving| credtures| that hath life, hnd fow! that
e earth in the open| frmament of
cnj Apd C(od cregred grear whales and|every

whicl| |the waters lr ugrht| forth
their| Kind, and every wingad fowl
| God saw that it was good.| And
m, sayingy Be froitful| ahd mpltiply
s in the seas, and let|fowl multiply

m::r Ay above tl
hegv

1

,.,
#
b
o
-

he dry land| was cgvered
erbs.|and irees l:uearir;E frult, the

as absolutely devioidd of hfe, and so remained

I Moses meant rwenty-four hours By the| word
] make bu little diderence on which
E made : be if the| word

]
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o
¥
[
=|
=2
i
:
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SATURDAY.

i, the last day jof creatiop, God said:—
e earth bring forth thg living creature
cattle| and :Eeping tliing and beast of

- his kind;|and it wasso. And God
it of the carth alicr his|kind, and cattle
|, and| every|thing that creepeth upon
r his |kind ;| and God Baw that at (was

it true that the|seas wera filled with fish,
hwls, carth coyered with grass,
d {rult bearing trees, millions ol Jges

ce !

befdre thare fwas 3 creéping thing io existe
Mugt we E:ln' it that plapts and animals were|the
result of th

independdent qf thg operation of what are knowp as

figt of same inpomprehengible intelligence
Eﬂe any mors

ndtyral |canses? MWhy ||s a mir
necessary [to pecoupt for [yesterday | than for tojday

o1 {or th-morrow ?
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f there is| an infinite Popvér, nothing ¢dn be morp
cergun|thar that this Power [wprks injaccapdance witly
what we call| law, that is, |by and throggh naturdl
cavges,| [l anything can be|found without i pedigree
of natufal antecedents, it will then bg time jenough tp
talk||ahout the fiat of creatign. There [must have
been ajtime when plants apd| animalls did) not existe
upof] this plobe, The question, and the enly questio
is, whether they were nathrally produced, If th
accgpnt given by Moscs is(trpe, thep the | vegerab!
and|animal existences are the result of centhin spect
fiatg|of |creatign entirely independent pf the operatio
of njitural cauges. This is sq grossly imprg
varignoe with the expenen d observan
king| that it gannot be adopted wid'ruut
foreper| the basis of scientific thought an

It may be|urped that we¢ do not |undé¢ystand th
sacrgd [record correctly. To |this it|ma
that{[or{thousgnds of years the account of
has, by the Jewsh and Christian world, be
as ligerally trje.  IF it was|inspired] of
must bave known just how it would| be
and |ronsequently must hav ?ntf:nded th
be wnderstood just as he kuew it woul :
man | writing 1o ancther, may| mean |ona|thing, an
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thousands and milliohd of | men
could believehis bible, and [that th
lievers would increase (ir

and therefore, he musgt havg inten

be unc

erstood
riter ko

0 knew

nvey hi

tion; 1l

must ha
inferprete
d to
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juld be
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by all the world,
+ the wvery

nuimber of unbe-
thyexact rdtjo of civilization,
d that
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Let us undsirstand this| |||An| honest Anite being
uses the best words)in his| jydgment, to convey his
meaning. Thig is j“ est| he |can do, because he
cannot certainl)'] kn act| cfect of his words

cn others.  Butf an inhnjte Besng|must know not only
the real meaning of the words, but the exact meaning
they will convey to|every|peader and hearer, He
hat [they are capable of

e must also know what

T

must know every m

F

conveying Lo every
explanrtinns muyst

If an ighnite bejny ©
man, use such ard

b prevent misconception,
making a revelation Lo

ery person to whom a
ergtand distinctly what
tiony fram God threugh
e )5 impossible, or it is
nderstand it correctly,
hdve not the capacity

revelation is essenti
that revelation I

the instrumentality of lapgy
not esgential that al
It may|be urged tha
to undgrstand a|reveldtion,
plainest words. | To
te ask.|why a bping
men so devoid ¢f inte
means make knpwn o them | his will?  'We are told
that it|is excegdingly plaig}| angd that a wayfaring
man, though a|focl| nged |pot | err therein. This
statement is refuted by |the|meligious history of the

ough expressed in the
ems a sufficient reply
i power should crente
ligenrg| that he cannot by any

o .![Ill[l Forgotien Boaks worw. forgitenisoks_ g
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christian world, Ewery sqet|is a certificate that G
has not plainly revealed his|will to map. Tq each
reader the bible conveys a different mean) fibgut
the meaning of this bpok| called 2 ﬂ.‘.‘.’l‘:lat.il:l 1,[there
have been s of |{war, and|centuries of| sword and
fiame, I written by an infinite God, bg mutt have
known that| these retult must follow| anpd thus
knowing, he|must be respongible for all.

Is it not| infinitely| mofe | reasonable
this book is|the wprk|ol man, that it 1
mingled truth and grrar, With mistakes
reflects, toa ([aithfully [perhaps, the *ve
pressure of its timg?”

If there pre miktakes (n the bible, ¢
were made By man. If therg is anythin
nature, it was writfen by man. I ther 1
immoral, cruel, he;Ltle s or ipfamous, it gertainly was
never writtgn by ing worthy of the adoratjon

of mankind.

o .!Iill[l Forgotien Boaks
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LET US MAKE MAN,

E arg |pext informed by the author of the

uu Pentateuch hi[' God said ”T:t us make

man ify our| \mage, dfter| our likeness,|” and that

* God |created Iman in| his|own ijage. i the imagee

of God ereated| he himt—male and femalk |ereated he
them.”

I this agcgunt means| anything, it| means that
man was credted in thd physical imagre and likencss
of G Mostls while| ht: [speaks of m Ias having
been made in||the image pf Godl. never speaks of
God ckeept havin% hWe form of 4 [man. He
speaks lof Gog Hs “ walking|in the|gardeplin the cool
of the|day ;! fnd that Adam and Evd | heard his
voice,”| He is|[tonstantly| telling what Gdd said, and
in a thgusan ssages| hi: relers to hi 15 not only
having | the :LL nan form,|but as pgerformipg actions,
such as| man |pgrforms. e God of Moses was a
God with hands| with fepr, with the organs| of speech.

© 2010 Forgatien Boa wrorw. forgottenisaoks. oy
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ntance ; a (God who
prds) an immperse and| po
i} ngt do tg say that
4 that God mads man|in
Some have insisted |th
nal image of] Gad becaus
dannot be manuiacturgd.

e made fpr man b
is own| mgral chara
iphnitely pure, Adam
image fn that respe
Fve wdre fnade {nt
it 45 meant by that,
1 ers|like,

melled a swleet [savor ;

made mpn ;" Fagd God sa

Bf passion, of hatred, of n:;flvengc. of affection,

de inistakes :—in
werdul man

es meant tp convey
is mental or moral
t man was{ made in
he was made pure.
A moral character
god. Edery man
ter. Cnnslquentl}'.
antl Fve were not
. Others| say that
e mental image of
created

on that the author
in the physical lilke-
o, let us gp down.”
*God repented him

1i

- and

o .![Ill[l Fanuﬂm Boals
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ed:"” and | rested.” All these
sistent with any other ideajthan
them regerded God as hayviog

t, it 15 impossible for a man to
God, other than as a lieing
m. ™o gne can think an
the form| of a horse, or o a
1 beneathh man. It is offe of

mind to|associate forms [with

ion i5 mans, and consequagntly,
hat wc can And in imagination

God, because all other forms
nected with lower intelligeyces,
think of|a personal God|as a

The hliighest form of which

are, | r‘ ]
i5 lin

spiri w1t| We can usc these words| but
thr:},r o ¥ to the mind any real ||and
tan Every on¢ who thinks a
pe nal thinks of] him as having| the
humggn fe from God the idea of fgym;
speak of as an all pervading spipit—
which m pervading something about
whidh™ w hing—and Pantheistn is{| the
resulk)
© 201D Forgotien Boas worw. forgattentanks. neg
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We are told rthtt God made
quesLiq ly prises, how wag
it |by : DE " evolution,”
the * ien | of acquired b
vi];aI ast,| gr was the ngd
clay k the| proper consi
by the Gpd| moulded inta
selenced t man has been
t:-::ltntlt , Irom the lower
the regult jof almast [an inAnite
rejct ences., states, form
tafion ] t;:-sts intend to con
ingr, or slbf.' ieve that Cod
amoun t, (made it the |
breathed jnio| it the breath of
balievgr inl the| bible rive any reasg
this prpcess ol | greatipn?  Is it |It:
wi:-lt yas | really done? Is therg
who w(ll cpntepd that man was erp
thi: eafth | I |hg say that mp
stantialiy 3s he nop |s, with all his
degveloped |for walking and speakin
every fariety ofl himan action?
were [promed as they now are, and
nerve, ligament, brain and motion

(=11 1) Fnlru;ﬂ:ln Boals

man; and the
his deone ?  Was
[ development ; °
abits ; ” the " sur-
essary amount of
stency, and then
form ? Modern
cvolved, through
forms ; that he s
mber of actions,
5 wants and adap-
ey such 2 mean-
took a sufhcient
proper shape, and
litle ? Can any
nable account of
ssible to imagine

any theologian
ated directly from
n was made sub-
muscles properly

.and performing
1at all his bones
1l the relations of
they are to-day ?
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simplest
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fect, and r

taking this
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It can fed

can
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By

walk wi
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£S5 Structure; a
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can Hatie
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itsell by | simple

first ami

Darwin,
history of
nd meaningriess.
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Shall throw away Rkll that has been dis-
covered with regI*d t grganig life, and| in its
place take tatemeénts of one who lived |in the
rude morni IJF a barbarx day? MWill anybody now
coniend that [ man | wis irect |and indel:]:.':ndf:nl;
creation, ang s stainsln-: ars o relation 1o the
animals belgw|lim ]  Beliel |upon [this subjegt must
be governed (at list byl evidenge. Man |cannot
believe as h pleais, He |can contrel his jpeech,
and can say(that he|beleves pr disbelieves; but alter
all, his will [fanhot [depress or raide the scales with
which his reaspr finds the| worth and weight of facts.
Il this is ngt [sp, ipvestigation, -‘:\J:dcnct, judginent
and reason but empty | waords.

| ask agpin| how were Adam and Ewve created ?
In one accaudt|they are created male and female,
and appareqtly|at (thd spune time. In l']'IE]' next
account, Adam [is made first, and |Eve 2 loayr time
afterwards, ﬂ’: from a|part of the| man. Did God
simply by hjs| ¢realive flat|causel a b slowly to
expand, groW pnd divide |into nerve, ligament, car-
tilage and flesh? | How|wpas thg woman greated
from a rib 3| (How| was man created simply from
dust? For|my part, I tanpot belieye this statement.
[ may f.’uﬁ'er far this| in the wprld tq come ; and may,

© 2010 Forgatien Bola worm: forgniteribanks. oy
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millions of years hepce,
never investigatpd the su
to take the ideag of the dpad,
any| Deity works{in that way.

gogs, there 15 a
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postulate neithey beginntn

man has been upon thi
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the|exception ol eigh
flogd. Tlus fiogd oco
twa hundred ang twer
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SOME MISTAKEE OF MOSES. Qg

ince| that event
were [ounded,
all the stapes
1-civilized life ;
ze| and Iron ;

account of|| the deluge is tdue, then
all the angjenf kingdoms of thg ea
and their [inhpbitants passed thro
of savage, lnomadic, barbaric and s
through the |[epochs of Stone,

established opmmerce, cultivaked
cities, Alled them with palapes and
writing, jﬂd iced a lircrature a
shapeless fuin. We must believ
happened itllin a period ol foyr th

From [regresentations | found

ne |arts, built
ples, invented
slowly fell 1o
hat |all this has

usanf years,
pzon|  LEoyptan
il yoars ago, we
know that [thelnegro was ag blagk, hig |lips as full, and
his hair as|clokely curled then 3s now! [f we know
anything, we know that there was pf(th
stantlally the same differenre Hetween Ll
and the Negm as now. Jf we k {II’
know that |magrmificent statues [wer
four thougpnd years helore our e
about six [thgusand years|azd.
World's Hxpgsition, in the Egypti
statue of | king Cephren,| knpwn| | 1o
chiscled mnrl

granite make more than three thous

t time sub-
Epgyptian

afything, we
made in gy

—-that is to say,

than six thousand| pea
other words, if the Mosaic aceount hjust
this status wils made befgre the wplarld.

ago, In
believed.
We alzn
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The theologians who |' anqwer|[’ ther things fnay
take their choice. || If heE' take dhe ground thag the
ys " were pericdy of twenty-four| hours, then

geglogy will foreg| them [to throyy away the whole

accpunt.  If, on the other hand, they atdmit chat the
days were vast *periods.] then the sacredness of the
th must be diven|u

There 15 foungl in tt bible [no intimation that
thope was the le difffrf in the days. Theyare

poken of in tll.: samf wdy. ([t may he replied
)

is| incorrect. || 1M this is so, then

those who [Undersiand H::IIJ:rew, have had a
revelation from JSud, and all the rest have been
degeived,
How is it possible t¢ sanctifyf a space of time?

Is gest holier than| labgr ?| If|thefie is any difference
between days, ought npt that|to be considered pest
in which the most| psefpl labor haf Leen performed ?
Of all the supepstitjons of |mafkind,|this insapity
abdut the “'sacred [gabbath” is|the gnost absurd.  [The
bdea of feeling it 3 dutt t

seventh of the time! [Ta thipk that can please
an |nfinite being by staying insome dark and sombre
roogn, instead of |walking in| the perfumed fields!
Why should God| hatd tg seela man happy? Why

be| solgmn and sad ohe-

o .![IIP anu;ﬂlm Boals | mforliulbmhunl:.nq
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it excite| his wrath to see a |[famjly in

bbling stream, talking], laug

ng?  Natpre works on that *sjn:d"

fth turns,|the rivers run, the trges grow.

i .|and birds Gl the t'ir 'i'ith :
b

ut death

Vhy shouid that day be|filled|wi

by some

or meclanic, working all the|wegk in|du
, needs|alday of rest and joy,a day to -.ri—;[
nd wo day to live with wile End child|;
which t¢ laugh at care, and gather hop¢ an
strengrel) for toils forcome.  And his weary wile need
air, away from street |and wall,

of sunf

+ hills or [by the margin of the sea, wherg sh
can sit dnd pratte with bher babe, and §ll \wa

ad day,
'‘sabbath’] was born of ascelicism, IlLtrEv:l

ith happ

—

n joy,|fanaticism, ignorancg. egotis
ardice of the people. |This|day}
ars, has been dedicated|to syper
Izrkes; and| the
alsehoods.  Every| Freethiker
tter of dury, should violate this day, | H
sert his [independence, and da all within hij

4]

mination ol mis
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sabbath| kept, that at one time *if a|[ew on
WAS Ove ITLEH by the ‘sacred day'|in a w
the high . ho [matter where, for u
circumslances, he '.IIE,E[ sit down,” and ther
until the day was [gone. “If he fell dow
dirt, thefe| e was [compelled to stdy unti
was done.|"| For violating the sablnth, th
ment was death, fdr nothing short ol the
bload cquld [satisfy the wrath of G The
the Old [Testament,| two reasons givin for
from labpr|dn the sabbath :—the resting of
the red¢mption of [the Jews from |the ba
Eirypr.

Since the establishment of the Christian
the day been ¢hanged, and Clj‘ I5t]
regard T day as |holy uvpon whig
restedd, and |which | he sanctified.
Sabbath,or the " Ldrd's day " was lep
by the njugderer Constanting, becaust:
Christ was|sypposed to have risen fr

It is |not| easy tp see where Clrist
right to|disregard the direct com
labor on the |day he [sanctified, and k
day upot *fh ich he rommanded me
sabbath ¢f ((Jod is Saturday, and if
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THE NECESBITY FOR A GOOPD [MEMORY.

of the creation| in Gpnesis, The first
stops with the thind vergse of the sgeand ghaper,
The chapters have been improperly divided. || In the
original HEhrﬂﬁ’ the Pentateuch was gejther |Hivided
1nto chapters nor varses. | There was|[ngt evkn any
system of puncruatipn. It was writtgn | wholly with
consonapts, without| vowels, and withgul any|marks,
dots, or lines tq indicate them.
These accoynts r
cannot Je true. | Let us sep wherein tljey di
The |second| accgunt off the creatighn |begi
the foudth w:rJe
{ollows !
“These are the gederations of|| the hgavens
and of the earth when they were dreated,|
day that the Lord| God |made the [Ln:h
heavens.

ccouni

IT must not be forgotten that there afe fwo :E:uunts

re makenially different, o

of| the second chamtek, an

o 20D Fmﬂl Bul-uh
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And every plant of the field before it jras in the
h, and every herb of the figld before it prew ; for
thd Lord God had| not cauged it|to rain|upon the
earth, and there wag not a man to till the ground.

« But there wenf up 2 migt from t11eﬂ:arth and
watered the whole [ace of the ground.
o« And the Lorll God formed [man of] the dust
of [the ground, ang breathed|int¢ his npstrils the
braath of life ; and |man beca
« And the Lorg God pl
in |[Eden ; and thege he put

a living SjuL
niied a gardey) castward
h

& than whgm be had

fogmed.
« And out of the ground| madg the L:-E:l God to
gripw every tree that s pldagant (to the |sight, and

gopd for food ; the tree of | life also in the midst of
the garden, and thel tree of knpwledge of||good and

evil.
w And a river wvent out|df Etfen to water the

gaﬂ'(len; and from [thence it [was parted afjd became
i

o lour heads.
wThe name of [the st is Pison ; that|ls it which

cjgpasseth the whple land of||Hayilah, where there
is

old.
“ And the gold of that [apnd js good|t there is

bdellium and the anyx stone.

o .![III[IIII"nI'uﬂ:In Boals o worw. forgitenisoks_ g



110 S5CME MISTAKES OF MOSES.

“Hnd the name of the second river is Gihon t
the same is it that ggmpasseth |the whole land of
Ethiopjs

“ And the name of | the third river 15 Hiddeke] }
that i jt which goetl tovward the cast of Assyrial
And fourth river iz |Euphrates, |

“#nd the Lord Crpd took the man, and put him
into the varden of Eden tg dress it and to keep it.

“mnd the Lerd [God cominanded the man|
saying.|{Of every tree of the|gzarden thou mayest freel
eat; of the l.r'er—:oﬂ' the knowledge of good an
evil, thou shalt not €at of it; fgr in the day tha
thou gatest thereol thay shpl surely die.

* mnd the Lord God said, Tt i not good that th
man ghnuld be alone ;| [ witl make him an helpmee
for hign|

" rld out of the ground the| Lord God formed
every [bgast of the field, and every fowl of the air;
and bfepght them untp| Adam o [see what e would
call them : and wharsopyer |Adam |called every living
creatupe| that was the ppme therepl

“ fAnd Adam gave mames to all cartle, and to the
fowl of |the air, and to every beast of the ficld; but
for Afpm there was|pot| found a helpmect for

© 2010 Forgatien Bola worm: forgniteribanks. oy
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2. |4
thy whe!

3. |Q
Adam.

4. |F
the man

3. |d

Gm:j-: OF CREATION

he second accour

e heavens and

e face of the org

lanted a garden
LR

d fowls. TIf thi

d if the theclogi
SI'
1en, according to |
millicns ol yea

iew that the ©

He| must| have lived on

y trees, and anc
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Oreated a woma
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2
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m
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t nleanh.
. mist went up |l
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ot of one of the man's

W

THE SECOND ACCOUNT -

the earth, and watered

reated 2 man gut pf dust, by the| name of

astward 1n Eden| and put

ahd fowls,

madn was rmade fefore the
s(true, the first account is
of our time afe corrpct
day means thousands
second account, Adam
lore Eve way formed.
saic day befgre there
7l Mosaic day belore the

ed. Will some kind
1 kind of food Adam
efte periods ? |

man 15 made| and the
1]I]Jmeet did not|occur |to

=y
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SOME MISTAXFS OF MOSES. 113
the Lord Gadl| until a couple  of vast periotig” after-
wards. ||The| Lard God suddenly comigg tp an
appreciation pf the situation said, |kt is not oad that
the mar|should be alone, [ will|make him|a help-
meet {or him

Now| after|conjcluding ta make T an helpmeet ™ for
Adam, what did the Lord God dof  Ihd he|at jonce
proceed|fo mdke & woman? No. | What did hg do?
He made the| bepsts, and tried tg induce | Adam to
take omng of| them for “an helpmeet.” |1 :J am
incorrect, reafl the following ach.tmt, and ftell me
what it Meank:

« Ang the [Lodd God said, It is not good that the
man shald be algne; I will make|him an |h l;tneet
for him,

“And our of the ground |the Logrd |God
formed |every beast of the field, and cyory |fowl
of the Hir; |4nd |brought them upto Adam tg see
what he| woiild dall them: and thaisoever Adam
called epery| |living creature, that was the npame
thereof.

vAnd Adpm |gave pames to|all cattle,land to
the fowl|of fhe alr, and to every beast of the held;
but for||Adam there was not found an |helpmeet
for him|]

|
© 2010 Forgatien Bola - worw. forgottenianks. org
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SOME| MISTAKES DF- MOSES. 113

Upon tlis same subject) Dr. Svott infgrms us
‘“that it was not cpndticive to the hpppiness of the
man 1o rempin wjthopt the |consoling society, and
epdearment pf tender friendship, nor|consistdnt with
the end of his craation to be without marrjage by

ich the e might be replenished|and wershipers
apd servants raisgd to qgender him prajse and
glory. Adam segms [to haye been vastly] better
agquainted by intutio lation {vith the kistinct
pﬁﬂpﬂftiﬂﬁ ofl every creature than themost sagacicus
epserver singe the |fall

" Upon this repiew of the animals, not gne was
fgund in outward fprm [his coupterpard, nor ong suited
tq engage hiy aflectiong participate in his enjoyments,
of associate the worship of God."|

Dr. Mat its that|*God krought

the animals togethey 1o seg if there was a $uitable

tch {or Aq ] : numetous families of
the inferior but there was none.| They
were all look could pot be mpatched

ong them d created a new thing
tq be a helpn :

Failing t¢ satisfy Adam with any|of the {nferior
apimals, the |Lord |Gog causyd a dedp sleep|to fall
upon him, and while ip this sleep tgok oul |one of

© 201D Forgotien Boals worw. forgattentianks. neg
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T8 SOME MISTAKES OF MOskES.
and shadows fall wpon the fafes of| thosg [ loved,
was [o mE a perfeci joy.

How did you treat your faniily ?

[ neper satd an unkind word. |l never caused
my wile, por one of my childrer, a mgment(§ pain.

Did ypu pay your debis

! did| not owe a dollayr when || died||and left
cnough g pay my funeral expedses, and tolkeep the
herce wolf of want from the u}- ol Imse [ foved.

Did ypu beloag to any churgh 2

No gir. They were top narrow, pinched and
biroted fgr me, I never thoupght that‘E could| be very
happy if gther folks were damnegd.

[id ypu belicve in eternal plinishghent ?

Welll mo. T always thﬂugirthat (God ¢puld get
s revenge in far less time,

IDid you believe the rib story ?

Do ypu meay the Adam [and Eve| business *

Yes ! | Did you believe that P

To igl] you the God's tryeh,[that Was just a little
mare thap I eould swallow,

Awa.r with him to hell!

Next|l

Wher¢ are you from?

I am from the world too,

O 2010 Forgatien Bocls  worw: forgottenanks. oy




SOME MISPAKES OF MOSES. 114G

to lany|chureh !
kthe Young Men's Christian As-

2

E:- . itness could not|be com-
IS
ifckent hepe.  Answer the guestion.

1 TUn pway with moncy ?

Hgw mugh ?
One hundred theusand dollars.

Digl you take amythihg else with yon?
Yes sir.
WEI, what else|?
I thok mly neighbpris wife —we sang together in
hi| chioir.
Didd you have a wile apd children of yoyr own ?
Y es sir
And you|deserted|them?

Yes sir, but su¢h wds my confidence in [God that
I beligved hT would I.EI]E care of them.

Have you heard of them since ?

Np sir.

o 2000 [ Forgpotien Boobs worw. forgoitenisoks_ g
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120 S0OME MISTAHKES OF |MOSES,

[hd you|belipve in the ab story !
Jless ygur soul,|of wpurse [ did. A thousand
timeg I regretted thpt fherc were no harder storigs
in the bible,so that | cguld have shown my wealfh
of faith,
o you peligve the ik story|yet|?

Well, as|I wis saying| God made 2 woman frogm

Adam’s rib. I do nat know exactly hgw
this was doy he got the woman finished
he presented h He|liked her, and thes
commenced in the celebrated garden
of Eden.

Must we, [i e gooyl, grotle and loving|

he creation of woman wis
- Jehovals refally endeavardd

in our lives,

a secpncd the
to induce Al

nne of the Jower animals s
ter all,|is it not possible to

an helpmeet

live honest s lives without believing
these|fables id that from Mount Sinai Gad
gave, amid ] fightrjings, ten command-
menl:L for the gujdange of mankind :|and yet among

themlis not found—= Thaou shalt believe the Bible.

o .![II:] anu;ﬂm Boals m'FT'I,u;I'hmhunl:.nq



XV

THE GARDEN.

God made

-

N the first fn:cnunt we |are told| tha
man, |male qnd female, and said to [them * He
fruitful, apd mulriply, and replenish the| carth and

subdue it,
In the scegnd agcount pnly the ma:i 1§ made, 2nd

he is put |in a|garden “to|dress it j|and tp keep it.”
He is notd tobd| to subdue the earth,|bud to dress and

keep a garde
In the first| actount

an is given every herb
bearing seed ypen the face of the Eelmh and the fruit
of every tree for food, an cc-nri,fe 15 given
only the fruit pf| alllthe trees in the| gard¢n with the
exception| " of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil ” which wis a deadly pos

There| was| issuing from this garden i river that
was partefl intp four heads, The first of these, Pison,
compassefd the |whple land of Hawilah, the second,
Gihon, that Cﬂl‘l‘l[.'lﬂ.':‘lﬁﬂd the whole land gf Ethiopia,

in the s

T
e

o 20D anT Bl:-u*I.iI | worw. forgitenisoks_ g



L22 SOME: MISTAKES OF MOSES.

the third HeddeLel. that flowed towarg
Assyria, and the fourth, the |Euphrates. | Wher
these foul rivers pow? The brave prow|pf discoy
has visitgd every|sea; the traveler hay pressed §
weary feet the suf] of every clime; and jet there
been found no place from which four rjvers spr.
The Eughrates still journeys to the gulf, bur w
are Pison, Gihon and the mighty Heddekel? S
by going|to the source of the Euphrates|we ougl
And eithgr these (three rivers or theiv dpecient b
Will some minister when by answers thie  Mis
of Mnse{' I vz where tl-Ese rivers #re or w
The mapi of the world are ipcomplete Without th
mighty streams. | We have| discovered|the sou
of the Nije ;|the North Pole| will soan bt touche
an Amerecan; bBut these three rivers||still ris
uhknown| hills, sti[ll How through unknown lands,
empty still in unknown seas.

, eprthg

Sw

e orthodox clergy cover

the
~hris

LTS,

of these |
ng would

Blanket
jan folks
uakes, and

LI rivers

call “a geograp

aliegory,
talk abount
vast displ

is what

the
while

cataclys
poementsy ¢
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SOME MIFSTAKES [OF MOSES 123

ctign, then arises| whether within the last
six thousand years theee haye|been sech|upheavals
and dislj;:

The que

ents?  [Talk as tthe vast
rigds ” that preceded ppearance of
mar ; it|is, |acgording to the pi nly | about six
thogsand yenrs|since man wa

“creative p

DsCS {Fives
il his day,
and|this|accpunt cannpt be explained away by calling
cenfuries, days, '

A cogrdi

[our rivars ¥

us the genefatipns of [men o

alter the crdeation of man, and
ust hay 1 obliterated by

consequentl

within gx thousgnd years.
unt [gr rontradictions,
haods |b ying that
ay hav ¢ hig level best, he
limited i , led away
tled upon the
ination h a course
sopable than to ipsist that 411 these things
ipust stand thgugh levery sdience shall

ICan |any
eat|of the
kind of tree

ﬁ given| for not allowing man to
g tree cil' knowledge?  What
b IF igi5 all an ory, what

o .![Ill[l l;'nqu'lfm Bn-u*I.T | worw. forgitenisoks_ g



124 SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES

truth is sobght to be conveyed? Why should| Go
abject to that fruit bejng gaten by mat-n? Whyy dic
he put it jn [the midse of the garden} There w
certainly plenty of ropm outside.  If [he wished|t
keep man |and this tree apart, why did he put}he
together? | And why| after he had gaten, was |he
thrust out{ |The only answrer that we have a|right]
to give, is| the one given|[n the bible. "Ant he
Lord Ged |sajd. Behold the| man has become as one
of us to know good apd epMil; and naw, lest he pul
forth his hpntl and take aldo of the tree of lifo] ang
eat, and live forever: | Thepefore the Lord God| sen
him forch from the garden gf Eden, to till the gnound
from whenge|he was tnken|]

Will sgm ne graduate of Andpver
tell us what t re we bound to haliove
it without |kn meaning is? 1 i} i5 a
revelation, | wl eal? Dhid God object|tg
education than, tat account for the hpstil
attitnde il theclogiang towards |al
scientific tquth ? & in the garden a trpe| o
life, the catin ild have repdered Ada
and Eve imrmortal ? frue, that after the Lor
God drove garden that he plade
upon its K Lherubim and a flamin

(=i ]1) Fnrpuﬂmlﬂn-uh

worm: fargottenbooks.org




SOME MISTAKES OF| [MOS 125

o lil:- p the ay of
he Eims llEl the
Aaming swor ree| yet, or jas it

destroyed, on|did its rotting runf, as the Rev.
obert Collyer| suggests * ppurishl a bapk of

sward which 1
the tree of e’ Are the
guarding that

_.
=
b

ped every way

-

violets # 7
What objgction could G have had to the
unmortality j: nan?  You see that| after gl this

us of immoftality,

t In|this there is

cred record) instead of assuri
“Fmr we  lost
t

shows us onl

agsuredly but 1 le consolatian.
According [ta tlis story w
n| the Mosaic

havk |ost onc| Eden,
ks pre we told how

aE the Chrstians
Il us there |is |another, in wifich al! [true believers

t nowhere

P

we may gain |another. [ kno

ill finally be |ghthered, and dnjoy |the unspeakable
ppiness of ggeing the unbeliepers ip hell ; byt they
o not tell us|where it is,

o |

Fden was in thel third heaven—tsome [in the fourth,
ed it in the moon| some in the aie
eyond the action of the||earth| some pn the
barth, some ander the Earth, spme {nside the|Earth,
spme at the MNorth Pole, othery |at the South| some
s Tartary, sding in China, sole oh the horders of

Some mq;n entatots say (that |the Garden of

thers have |

cr O
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120 SOME|[MISTAKES OF MOSES.

in the island of Ceylon, some in
Alrica, some unddr the Equator,
amia, in Syriz, Persia, Arabia,
Palestine and Eupope. Others

have cont at it was invisible| that it was an
allegory, and must|be [spiritually understood.

Bljl; wl understand thesy things or not,
yo myust | enl. You may be laughed at in
thig world tingr that God put Adam into a

deep sleep woman out of pne of his ribs,
wned and glorifed in the next
he pleasure of hearing the

, who laughed at you here,

but }*I:.l wil] be

L will [also h
getlemen| howl
WhHile| you will no
youl will be allow
acglichcentg in t
new %en No
the lother has not

5 [t trig that
inngcent, and that

rmitted to take any revenge,
smilingly express your entive
will of God. But where is the

nows. The one was lost, and
en found.

an|was once pertectly pure and
e became degenenate by disohe-
real truth is, andr:the history of
has advanced. Hvents, like the

ave swung forward and back-
man. like the hapds, has gone
s growing granddr. He is nat

diencel?
raat shows. that
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SOMT. [MISTAKES |QF MOSFS. 127

nduals fail and die,
The inteliectual
e centunics pass.

degencrating. Natipns and |indi
and make [room for |higher forms
herizon of |the world widens | as
Ydeals grgw grander wnd |purgr; the difference
between JYstice merdy becomes less and less ;
liberty enlirges, |[and love iptensifies as the years
sweep on.|| The |ages of Jodce apd fear, of cruelty
and wrong, are |behind ys |and||the real| Eden is
heyond. [t is said|that a dlesire [pr knowledge lost
us the Edgn of the [past : but whether that |5 true or
not, it will [kertai l}-lIisve u$ the Eden of the future,

= r

= .![Ill[l anu'}ilm Boals rrwwfm'lulhmhunl:.nq
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THE FALL.

7 € are tpld that the serpent was mpre subtle
w than pny T{enst of the held, thay he had a
E

conversafion with Eve, in which he gave his opinion

of eating certain [ruitf that he

rood to eat, that it waﬂ plaasant
] ﬁmu!d make her wise|| that she
e some; that she persfaded her
at God lound it out, thsat he then

cndemning it toc crawl and eat

about

Assured
ko the
was inf
hushan
cursed
the du
cursed

ultiplied the sorrowg of | Eve,
or Adam’s sake, starigd tHistles
ed man to eat the herb gf the
is face, proncunced the curse of
art and unto dust ghalt |thou
{ skins for Adam and|Eve, and
den.
t| was this serpent? Dr. Adam
serpent must have walked erect,

field in
death,
return,|

-
drove them uu‘J al
Who
Clark saJs:

© 200 0 Forgotien Bn-uh“ Tww'l"'m‘gul'hmhunl:.nq
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for this

That he was endued with the gift
things |wer
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1300 SOME MISTAKFES OF BMOSTS,
man along cxcepted. ing | pbliged| to walk om a|l
fours ani Ealher their fopd lrom the ground, they arg
licenally |pbliged to thy dust;| and though
exceeding cunning, a cateful in| a wvariety of
instincey fo separate that paft which| is wheolegomp
and|propar for foed from| that|which 13 not so, 19 the
article of [cleanliness dhey art lost Iﬂ all sense qf
propriety,| Add to thiy their [ptter averston to walk
upright ;| [t requires the|utmest discipline to bring
them to 4, and scareely anything offends or irritat
them more than to ebliged 10 [do it.  lLon
observatign of these angmaly| enables me to jtat
thege facks. Tor earnest] attemtive watching, and [
chaltering] and babbling they (the ppe) havg np
fellows in(the animal w gr‘ld. ndeed, the ability and
propensity to chatter, |s| all they hayve left of their
orighinal gift of sprech, pf whith they appear to have
been deprived at the fall as @ part of their punish-
mefit.”

ered [then is the |“|conngcting Jink ™ between
mar} ang| the lower kreation. The serpent |was
sitnply an|orang-outang that spoke Hebrew with thi
gredlest epse, and had |the culpvard appearance jof a
perficct  gentleman, seduetive||in manner, plaugible,
prlite, and most admjrably palculatgd to decgive.
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SOME MISTARES| OQF MPSES. I31
It ngver did seern reasonapl e that a long. cold
and dirguﬁting snake | with apple in his mouth,
could deceive anybody ; and Il am| glad, even at this
late date to know that|the| sprpething that persuadecl
ve to(taste the forbidden frujt was, at feast, in the
9f a man.
r.| Henry does 1 with the zoological
planation of Mr] t ipsists that =it s
in|that the depil _ruilt-d Eve is the old
serpend, a malignant § n, an angel of light,
immediate attendant (Cgd’s throne, but by
an | apostate from t dqtate, and a rebel
agraifst| God's crown a v. | He who attacked
our zrs parents wag s = prince of devils, the
ring leader in rebellio devil chose to act his
rt|inja serpent, becaus 5 a|specious creatiire.
: p spotted, dapple and then, went erect.
erhapk it was a flying whigh seemed to come
from|on high, as a megsenger|fcom the upper world,

Lrea

gnc

.| perhaps, she

if the seraphim|;
&:r . What Eve thou
et

er, we are potl lik
If did not| know
=t

nd yer aftepwards

R Ll

1]

irht

= .!:]I[I"Fnr'uﬂlm Boals

his serpent speak-
M, and, I believe.
b think of it. At
might be a good
puspect somaething

it




132 BOME MISTAKLES |OF MOSES.

amiss{ | The| person tempted| whs 3 woman, now
alone) and| at|a| distance| from her|husband, burt Tar

the forbidden tree. It fwas [the [devil's subtlet
assaulc/the weaker vessel witl

to

—

his|temptations, as\we
may guppdse |her inferigr tq Adam in knowle
apd |presence of minl, | Some think that
Eve rgceived| the command| fotr| immediately frpm
Lt econd hapd from Jl;cr husband,

hetefgre, be thel more| e

tif Jclwas the poligy|of| the devil to eqter
into discussion with her| whelp

vantage| by finding Her nenr the forbidden
od permitted Satan
and haly cnds. | Satan t¢aches men frst to

doubt| and| then to deny,. :cs skeptics fifst,
and by |degregs [makes tHem igts.”

\rt: are dompelled to admit ghat nething copld
be marg attractive to a womah than a snake walking

erect, |Wwith|a '/ spotted, dapplc n,” unless it w

a serpgent with wings, 15 it 7 hmiliating to knpw
Why
1an fdoctrine of descent

that gdr ancestprs beligved
should we Objgct to the Darwi
after this ?

Opr fathers| thought it mﬂir duty to believe,
thoughi itat sin [to enterthin slightest doubt, gnd

[ = .!I[II[I lfnquﬂm Boals m.lfm'lulhmhunl:.nq



SOME |M)ST OF MOSES. |

t [thejr ¢redulity was exceedi
To them, the story was enti
.;t:-I the garden, hear the babhl

wa ume of flowers, They belieyed
the L [tree whepe knowledge grew like plgms
or coyld| plainly sce the serpent
i:nj ing lgaves, coaxing Eve to violate
th

mpent come from?  On which
ol ; e greated 2 Who made him ?
Is that Gogh w uL make a successful riyal?
H that Adam and Eve would jall.
Hj at a snakp with|a +spotted. dappled skin ™

copld do with an jorx nced woman. Why
he | not Jdefeind his| ¢ il%f? He knew that if [the
sefpent | pot| into the garden, Adam and Eve wquld
siihat he| would haye to drive them out, that affer-
wards the opld by destroved, and that| he
himself [wor pon ghe| cross.

Again, [ ask what and who was this serpept?
not|a man ({gr only one man had been made.

1
He was not| a woman. [He was not a beast of [the
field. becauge © he was more subtile than any beast
of |the Reld| which |the l][n d God had made.” ¢
wl

wak netiher|fish nor r snake, because he had

E: 2010 Forgotien Boobs mfm'llilnll'hmhunl:.nr;



134 SOME |MISTANES OF MOSER

the power of | speech, and did ng wl upon his
belly until affer ]l was | cursed. re %id this
serpent come (from? Why was t kept out of
the garden? [Why did niot the L od take him
by the tail and snap his head off? hy did he not
put Adam and|Eve pon thejr puard (this serpent?
They, of coursg, were not acquain e nejghbor.
hood, and knew nothing about the s s regutation
for truth and yeragity ampng his ors. | Prob-
ably|Adam say him whep he w ing for “an
helpmeer,” and gave him a name, Lye had never
met him belore. [She was not s to| hear a.
scrpent talk, as that was [the firy he had ever
met,| Ewvery thing beingrnew to h her isband
not being with|her just at that mon need hardly

experiment.

when she saw
and 4 fruit to
the generosity
Theologians have filled thousa
with |abuse of

e are told tha
the rreatest enem
he enterad t

the dxact truth.
in fatt, Satan,

that

serpent, ap

=i ] Ianuﬂlml Blu-uh

it hy|way of
rprised that
to the eye,
ghe had

of vplumes
he told
Serpent was,
wankind, and
o opr first

| worw. forgitenisoks_ g



HOME MISTAKES OF MOJES. 133

parents ip is| bofly. If|this is so,| why should the
serpant have beer cursed? Why should Gpd curse

the serpdnt |far what hafl really bgen dond by the
devil? IDid Satan remaify in the body of the|serpent,

and {n spme [mysterious||manner share his|punish-
en we kill a snake| we also
destepy an gvil spirit, or |5 there byt one devil, and
did he pdrish at the deatl of the firgt serpenp?  Isit
on ageoufit ¢f (that transag
that all the descendents -"-

Jews aud| Clirlstians hate

ment? Is it true|that w

" tion in the garden of Eden,
Adam and Eve known as
serpents ?

= spake-wprship in| Mexico,

[}o ygu agecoupt for t
Afrida and ]Enlia n the =
{ha wiag the for

entered the| garden, and

from plage tp plage? D
he did npt prawl| becans
was [pronoupged [upon !
food |did he 5ibsigt beforg
We |know fhat after thg
whan did | he| eat lIct'ure ?

poetic; gnd|the truest
stong, " the mpost feigning.’

In this spme chapter ¥
Adam also and to his wile did the (Lord God make

of the sprpent when he
in what way did he move
| he walk or ily? {ertainly
¢ of logomotion

im as a curse.  Upon what
tion with Eve ?
upon gust, but

o 20D Fnr'uﬂmlﬂn-uh !Twwfm'lulhmhunl:.nq



138 SOME| MISTAKES OF MOBES.

coats of skjns tlmhed them.’ here did the
Lord God |pet skins ?  He| mukt have |taken
them (rom the anfimals: he was a butcler. ']ju.n he
had to prepare them; he was a fanger. Theen he
made th into ¢gats; he was a tailort  How|did it
happen that they pecded| coats of] skins, wh% the:
had been| perfectly) comfortable in @ nude condition 3
[hid the fali” produce a 1hangﬂ in the climagg ?

Is it reglly nedessary [to believe this accopnt in
order to bel happy here, of hereafier # | Does ik tend
to the clevdtion of the human race to speak of 1God ™
as z butchef, taoner and tulor ?

And here, let|me say|once for all| that when |
speak of God, [ mean the being describhed by uuses:
the Jehoval of the Jews. | There may pe for ahght I
know, somewhere|in thel unknown ﬂrE:|E:L; vast,
some being wh dre;lns are fonstellacdions and
within whose thought the [nfinite exists.  Abont this
being, if surh anjane exists, T haye njpthing to say.
He has written o books, inspirgd no barhgrians.
required worghip, and has prépared no hell in
which to burn tha honest seeker after fruth,

When 1| speak pf God,| | mean that|god who pre-
vented man from |putting forth his| hand and |[taking
also of the fruit of {the tre¢ of life that|he might live

© 2010 Forgatten Bocks  worw. fargttenanks. org




SOME MISTAKHS fUF MUSES, 137

ed the agonies|of
of man, and in his

orever; of thai gad who mbleipl
owmap, ipcreas¢d| the weary| toil
Enger drowned |a|world—of that| god whose altars
reeked with himan blood, [who| butchered babes,
inlated nidr:rl. enstaved| men apd filled the easth
Lith cruelty and|crjme ; of that god who made heaven
or the few, hell for the many, apd who will glgat
forever and ever ppon the| writhings of che lost apd

amned.

I'T'I .![III[I anu'}im Boals worw. forgodtenisoks_ org
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DAMPNESS,

[l

Wi KD it came

c pass, whan r;En began to
Itiply ;El the face of the earth, and

dayghters were bomn tinta them.

That the sons |pflGod saw the dayghters of men
they were fair| dnd they tﬂi}]I then wifes of all
whigh they chose.
"'And the Lord| spid, My spirit shall nor always
with| man, ﬁ:ﬁt at he also is flesh ;| yet|his days

sh ]Fbe an| hundred| apd twenty years.
“Therg were miamts in the earth in|those days;
and [alse after that|when the sons of |God pame in
untp|the daughters pf|men, and they bare children to
them, the same hl:time mighty men Iv ich| were of
old| men of renowni|-
“And God saw that the wirkedness |of man
wag |great|in the h, and that every imagina-
tion |of the thoughtd of his hegrt was oply evil
continually

o 20D "Drgatien Blli-uh | worw. forgitenisoks_ g



SOME MISTAKES| OF MOSES. 130

«Amd it repented the| llord that he |had made
I‘lan ofi the earth, gnd| jr grieved |him at his
eart.

"Atﬂd the Lord said, I| will destroy man whom I
ave crpated from the|face pf the earth|; |both man,
nd beast, fand the creeping thing, and the fowls of

Ietl' ¢ that [ [have made

he airl} {pr it repe

- Frop this account|it scems that dniving Adam

nd Eue gut of Eder did |not have the effect to
mprove them or their ch:rren. On the contrary,
he wo rew worse gnd|{worse. They were under
he imfimediate contrpl gnfl povernment of Ged,
nd he|from time to|time|made known his will ;

ut in||{spjte of this,| man| continued [tb increase

in particular seqms to havlbeen done.

sthao! was cstablished. There was| no written

angua There w:i a bible in| the world.
he *s¢cheme of salvatign[' was kept|1 profound
ecret. | The five points of Calvinism hpd not been

raught.|| Sunday schools hdd not been ppened. In
short, npthing had been dprje for the refgrmation of
the world. | God did not Jen keep his|gwn sons at

home, hut |allowed them leave their abode in the

o .I[II[I Forgotien Boaks o worw. forgitenisoks_ g
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id he Rl the word with his|own children,
that he would have to desi{cjtrvlhem? And
b Caise my

this| same God tell me
hen |be had to drown his

a little curipus that when| (had wished to
e ante-diluvian world he sajd|npthing about
I he ljad ne reviyals, no camp-meetings, no
cutpourings of| the Holy lJost, ne bap-
noon prayer meefings, and r mentiohed
b dogtrine of salvation bi ajth., Il the
creefds of the world are| gmie. all those
ent t¢ hell withqut ever hanjing heard that
place existed, If pternal torment 15 a fact,
2se myserable wretches oughtl to have been
They were thyeatened ¢nfy| with water
v were in fact dogomed to crefnal fire |

ot strange that God said nothing to Adam
ve fboutjp future lifg ; that he ‘.lHJ d have kept
infinitg  veritles | to himsall]l and allowed
o live| and die without the hape of heaven,
«ar of hell ?
¥ be ghat hell was not made
ix dayg of cn:ar.iﬂll nothing is
on of a bottomless pit, dn
hd nox make his| appearanceu

t that time,
d about the
the serpent
til after the
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SOME MISTAKES 0T MOSES. 143

Accarding to Mpses, God pipde|up his mind not
onlly to destroy the |people, but|the| beasts |and the
créeping things, and the fawls gffthe|air.  What had
the beasts.and the| creeping things, and the birds
done o excite the angcﬂo '

nt having madg thenp ?

r of

o pood

grive us|an explandtion of this
man will inflict unnjccsmr:.r pai
then can we worship a gpd w
» agonlies of the dyumb creaturgs that he
Why did he njake gnimaf
would distm}*? [ees Gad de

He had| the power| o n}ke the beasts,
ang cregping thing own(good time and way,
angl it is|to [be presuined that IJE made them accord-
i Vhy shoulfd] he| destroy them ?
They had commined no |sin. | [They had eaten no
lorbiddep fruit, made no @prong, ngr tried
the tree(of (life,  Yet thig god) jn blind unreasoning
winith destrpyed » a ﬂesl] wlierdin was the preath of

ing for
ade ?

new he

d fowls,

ing to hs| wish.

to reach

life, and every livi
cvery substance wherel
made.”

ky, aml

g thing beneaih the
f lifg that (he had

way

Jehowah, having|made|up hjg mind to drown the
world. told | Noah tq make an lrlc of gopher wood
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44 SOME MISTARKES OF MOSES

thred hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide and|thirty
cubits | high, A cubit is twenty-two inches; |sp chat
the|drk was fve hundred apd fifty feet long, Rinety-
ong [fget and eight inches|wide and fifty-hyg feet

=
r2

= |

top, one window tyenty-twe nches squ

Ventilation must have been one of Jehiovaly's

igs.  Think of a shipg lpnger than the||Great
vE and that but fwenty-

This ark was dividad [into three slzn:nrii+ d

hes square!
¢ ark zlso had one door set in the side mherenl

it rom the outside, % S0Cn as thiss D *v:rrs
MNoah received A1

n the ark.
scientific theglpgians

d, and properly victuale
otice to get the animgal
s claimed by seme of t
¢ flood was partial,|that the waters qgvered
small portion of the world, and rhat|gonse-
only a few animaly were in the ark)|| It|is

tmpdssible to conceive of lapguage that cagn||mofe
convey the idea of a upiversal Aood thiap that
Il the Aocd wds only
ld “destroy all flesh

under heaven, and

.'!l

n the inspired account.

n is the breath of lifg fp
very thing that is in (the earth shall |die!

did he say I will destrgy man whom|[| haye

Iﬂ .ll[ll[l Forgotien Boaks O rrww'l"'rplhmhunl:.nq
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created Jrom - earth, both

beast, aryl 1h

air? " hy di y “ And evéry living substance
that I hawe (m om off the face of
the eartl]?™ partial, local lood have fulfilled
these threats ?

Nothfng ¢ learer than|that the wrnter of
this aceount] i nd <id copvey the
idea t C rIaI. Why should
christiang toy £ ve God |of the glory of having
wrought|the p upendops of miracled? Is it
possible th ite could npt overwhelm with
waves LHis arth? Do ypu doubt
his power, his|wi or his justige ?

Be]ilers | ' ld| not endeavor to
explain them. | | 1 is but gne way to e:u:ptEin any-
thing, apd i for it by natural
agencies] T explain a nyracle, it
disappeafs. uld depend [not upon prlana~
tion, but|asserti not be driven from
the helg iracle| is shown to be
unreasoable. | [You|ghould raply that all minacles are
unmasn?h .| Neither should ypu be in the least
disheartdned If Jt is|shown to be impossible. The
pnssillile is |ngt |miragulous. |You should toke the

o .![Ill[l anu;ﬂm Boals Tww'l"'m‘gul'hmhunl:.nq



146 SOME MISTAKEE OF MOSES.

ground that if miracleg werd reasopable| and pessilile,
there would be no renand [paid fpr believing them.
The chrisfian has the [gopdness tg believe, while the
sInner a:krs for gvidenpe| (It iz ¢nough for Crod to
work [nigcles withoyt being called ipon to sub-
stantiate gham igr the (bepeht of upbeligvers,

Ogly b few | years| aird, the phnostians believed
implic{tly jn the Iiteral truth jof evefy miracle recorded
m thebible.  Wihoever triet wo explain|them in some
natural why, was looked| upon ag an (nfidel in dis-
guise, butflnow he is rpgdrded as a benpfactor.  The
creduljty ¢f the [Chureh |s |decreasing, |and the most
marvelouy| miradies a o cither “dxplained,” or
allowed tg take|refu ehind the mistakes of the
teanslatory, or hiiie in drapery| of allegory.

In|the|sixth ¢hap ah is ordered to take “of
every livigg thing of csh, twe of every sort into
the ark—ale and fer In the sepenth chapter
the otdes| is changed, and Nogh is| commanded,
according| to the Prot¢stant boble, as follows: ' Of
every [clean beast thon| shale take| to thee by sevens,
the male|| and his female,|and of bepsts that are
not clean| by two, t;'Te male angd his| female, ©OF
fowls lalsgf of the air [by| sevens,the male and the

Lk

femalg.

o .![II[II Fnr'uﬂmlﬂn-uh
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According to the
manded—QOf all
Hn, the male and ¢

|

are unclean two
e. Of thefowlsa

“or the purposc of
entators have tak

h sex.

les: second, that

he should take of
583,

20th verses of the
sort. one male and
dy with the acco

ale and the female

rdered to take sey
ch kind of elean by
$stians contend thag

[ the account in the seventh c
, it means frst, tha

n, two of each king

n
, and 16th verses J

Catholic

gnd two, i
so of the aj
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asts, but g4

tof each k
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i unclean

every kind

can beasts ta

1
I’I: female,

tn the gsround
en males and
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nald

1 el

Q
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I SCY|
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t};k
even
n all.
an | b
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|
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Yen

-

hapte
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the 7th chapter.
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The pext questicn| is| haw magy beasts, fowls and
Jh. ke into the %:k?

and | classifled at least
dred | species of birdg
still vast fertjtories in China, South
frica Unknofvn tathe ornjthologist.
birds, Noah toolf fourteen of each spectes
to fhe 3d persejof the yth chapter, " O
he air|hy sevens,|the male and th
aking a total 75,000 birds.
nd fight here allowim m::Ia question, [ th
wad simply a parftid! Aged, why werg birds take
t seems t that| most birds,atvend

ing ktricily to|business,|might avpid a partial flood
hungdred and fifty-eigh
Let |ug suppose [that twenty-five o
n, folrtcen ¢f each kin
i EHT sex—were [faken. Thti amount t
nelean- of each kind| amountin
Thiere dre six |hundred and At
i reptiles. Two pf eadh kind| amount t
And | tl?r. thers ::]E of insects including th
things, at ledst| o
d his [plks had to get of these ipto the ar

milljon spegies, so tha
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Apnimalguele have| not been taken into consider-
ation.| There |are |prpbably many hundreds of
thuuxz[ndﬁ of spacies | many of them invisible || and

yet Noah Lhid 1d pick them out by pairs. Veny few
people have any just| conception of the tiouble
Nozh|had

We kna ere qre many animals ofl this

ih the Old W
om here to the ark, ansthen
Vere the peccary,

continent g ld. These must
have [been ¢
brought bac
dilla, &nt-gag uli, vampipe-bat, marmosct,
howling ang taled monkey, the ragcoon
and muskzay carfied by the angels (from Amerca to
Asia¥ Hoy di ' there:] Did the |polar

bear leavg his field of ice |and journey toward the

-

tropics ? knpw where the ark [was?
hd the Hamgar rim ef jump lrom Australia to
Asiadl D i hi pﬂpmamué, antelnl and
orangtout ramp Africa|in search of the
ark? | Ca rther than this ?

What |h ils to eat while on the
journey ? they cat while in the|ark?
What| did inlk ? hen the rain came, of
coursg the r to the seas, and these seag rose
and finally the| wprld.  Tlhe waters gf the
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SOME MISTAKES OF MOSEN. 151

Enough td cover the whoje workl t of
aboyt seven hundred and mt}ht:'[:
Some [Chiistians say that the [
p| Wil] thay be kjnd
t ountagips of the great
een are? | Others say that God had vgst stores of
ater in the| center of the garth |t on
hat|occasipn. How did thesg watgrs happen 1o fun

I::rf: broken

o1t

in [that direction d¢ no gj
xplanatiops jare harder tq believe than|the mirgele

Take| my advice, stick to pgsertjon, and| le

xplanaticp ajone.
Then, [as |now, Dhawalagin lii.-:a:d its crown of
noy tweptypnine thousand (feet above|the leval of
sea, and [on the cloudless cliffs of Chimboyazo
a5 now} sat the condof: and |yet|the waters
Ig seven |hundred and |tyentyigix [eet a day—
irty feet|an hour, six inc -:-sr A mjnute,|—rose gver
e | hills, pver the velcanogs, |filled| the yast craters,
inguished|all the fires, rpsg above every mounfain
alt until the vast world but |one shoreless |sea

vered with| the innumerablp deasl]

EIIDIP anuﬂnll Bln-uh worw. forgoitenisoks_ g
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122 SOME MISTAKES ON [pIQOSES.

L nlu.z::i l G
d there

Was this the wark of the m
father of us alll?  |lflthere 12 a (&
slightest danTr pf| incurning

is |displeasur

doubting evepr If |a reverenti ay, the
of sucha cruel liel? If we hinz that G
kinder than he really is, will |gur |poor souls
burned for that ?
How many trees ¢an live under miles of watgr for

a vear? What bdedme of the soil washed, scatdered,
dissolved, and |coyered with the [##vic of a warld ?
How werc the| tender plants and bs presvred ?
How were the animals preserved (after leavingt the
ark? There was|ng grass except such as harlﬁ:ccn
submerged for|a year.  There|werg no animals to
be devoured by the earnivorous| bepdts.  \What| be-
caine of the bﬂds that fed on fpms and insgets ?
What became| of| the birds that|devoured qrher
birds ?
It must be remgmbered that the [pressure of the
water when at|the highest poiet—s=ay twenty{hine
thousand feet, I:-u d|have been Ijm py gight hungred

uarg foot.  Such |al gressure certainly
would have destroyedd nearly every pestige of wepe-
table life, so that
the ark, thers

tons on each s

hen the animpls came out of
net o moothie]l of food| in

o .![III[II Fnanlim Boals Trrw'l"'m‘gu:ll'hmhunl:.nq



ME MISTAKES [OF MOSES, 133

the |wobld was again clothed wijth grass?
lverd thpse animals taken care of| that sub-
on| others 7  Where did the| bees get
andl the ants sgeds? There was not a

the nide | world. | Hov {em they | supported
k

ing thing wpon the | whole earth: not a
hing | creature| bengath the whole| heavens ;
livipg substfmr:ﬂ. Vhere did the tenants
ark get|food
Here lis but ophe answer, if the story 15 true.
idod necessary|not j:ﬂ}' during the year of the

Tiem r mahy months afteryards, must

ecn storad in| the ark.
ere | is| propably [ngt an animal in the
that will npt, in| a| year, cat End drink
mes| it§ weight. | Noah must have pro-
food and water Jor| a year while in the
hd food for ht leakt Kix months |afier they
ashore. | It must a\L required for a pair
phants,| about on ljundred and | fifty tons
gf fgod |and water. couple of mammeaths

culd| haye ]lrequired oyt twice that amount.
there were other monsters |that lived

n es ] and in|a year| would have devoured

o .![III[I Forgotien Boaks worw. forgitenisoks_ g
1



134 SOME MIiFTAKES O MOSES.

How could ;.ugtt persons have distributed [thi
food, even if the hr )£ad been latze enough to hol
it? | How was the prk kept claan? We know how
it was ventilated ;| Hut| what| was dane with the flth ?
How were the animals watkred ? | How were some
portjons of the
tromes, and ot
How did the
countries? 5
thousand miles,
day.| Someaoft
for the ark just
up al steady jogr
of a couple of

ry. heated for [animals from |the
kept cgol the polar bears?

-

o thewr respective
ad tg creep back about|six
d they cpuid only go a few fept a
rrdeping| things must have stapted
spon as they (were made, and kept
5
L)

xtcen| hundred years. Think
lowest snuls leaving a ppint
oppgsite the ur' |apg starting {orthe plains of Shipar,
a digtance of twilve thousahd miles. Goi n at|the
rate jof a mile 2 month,|it wonld take them a thoushnd
yearr. How did they|get there? | Polar bears njust
haver thousand miles, and so sudden a
change in climate must have begn exceedingly triting
upod} their health] |How difl tHey know the way to
go? | Of course,|al! the pplar| bears did not |ro.

=]

gﬂ ne s&ve

Only two were required, ho|sdlected these ?
Two sloths

dd to| make the jgurney from Sct.Ith
America. Thes

cgeatures (canhot travel to execeed

o .!Iill[l l;'nquﬂm Boals wwrr'l"'m'l,ufhmhunl:.nq



SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 3155

rate, they would make a

I time
It is
bel six
three

ritten upon the nhnite
of this most indredible, wigcked and (i

in that repository

To mefit is a m3
hat it ever was for a moment
y imtelligent human (being.

ﬂ;da Clark says that “the amimals| were
ht|to the ark by the power of| Ged, antl their
i 50 removed or suspended. that the
oulld divell peaceably with thg lamb, apd the
wplfl sleep happily by the|side of the kid. ere Is
osifive (evidence thpt animal [food waf ever

© 200 0 Forgotien Bln-uh wwnfm‘lulhmhunl:.nq
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= the |flogd.
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for fprty days anfl nigh
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esenge of {
s dreary| cf
ire| devastation jof
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Poumr

tad the first grant of

seems to have been a

acle, parljaps by the pinistra-
ing twg of every sppcies to
wem subinissive, and beacefu]

Yikt(it scem
vpon the hardenco

of tle

chan ge
when

huge td
ot dem
as not

in tH

ome past convulsign, the very
ere {dreed vpwards

ts, and
fectod.,

~5pGuts,

10t to have

de any
jp-ectamrs, he sus-

gavage beastd during

in|the ark. s |cenerally codsidered

that takes plage in the
they enter the true

have been uhiversal.
onstrated the absurdity
cpmpelled to
e¢| bible. He [insisted

bod w

the only comlort of

nfinemient, and in witnessing
the eafth and its inh
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SOME MISTAKHS| OF MOSES. 157

nion, his neighbors, his|relatives—all those to
om |he had preachad, for| whigm he (had prayet and
:pt, and even of many who had

1& f:J:necially of the lhuman species—of his (com-
P

oyer whom he had wr
helped o build the
] |seems that by
sition, [no animal of an
been ghut up in the
not appear that there
dpiring| that time.
“The Ark was #at-battomed—square at |each
epd—rpoled like 2 hguse s th]:l i:ljrminated at the
tap in (the breadth of| @ cubil. |[It was divided into
many (little cabens for as| i tendId inhabitants.
P‘Ltcheﬂ within and (withaup tp kedp it tight and
sWweet, End lighted rogn the ypper pamt.  But it must,

pectilar providential intprpo-

soft (diad, although they had

rk a ve 2 yepr; and ifdoes
e

n pny increase of them

at brst| sight, be evident that s large a vessel| thus
constrygted, with so| |few | pergsons on board,| was
utterly junfitted to wenther jout the deluge, excppt it
was under the immtdfat: gnidance and protectipn of
the Almighty.”
Diri| Heney furnished the Christien world | with
the follpwing :—

* Ax our bodies have in thedn the [humors which,
when (fod pleases, become the springs and segds of

E: .![III[I Fulnr'uﬂm Bnl-uh m'l"'rplhmhunl:.nq
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tet the ark,

ast thou 7
Noaly, §

lled but
\rr:r to h
tot open

¢d in the

’I: Hithert

ay be, hoppd 1o prevall with MNoah

vt Hove ve not caten and drank in
ie refused ;

v We maly suppose that some of

employed by Lim in
o, man had been confinud |t
n the products of the

and plead old acquaintar

jot preached| in our str
many a timg, but to ligl
Ip you. Gad has shut
it.’
deluge had th

emsel ves :1.:-‘.E

building th

earth. Fr

© 200 0 Forgotien Bl:-lu*I.iI

nd now it| i

Admission

resence ?
‘ Yea,

rgofs, and all sorts of gneens, and
the|first grant ; but the figod having petha
awdy much gf the fruiL*-‘.}ct" the eartly,
thejn much| less pleasant and nouyi
recd the grant and |allowed him
hich perhaps man never thought of |u
o directed him to it. Nor had he an
it than the sheep has suck L‘l]ﬂjﬂ like{ the wolk.
ut now, man is allowed [o feed upon flesh| ps frecly
d safely ag upon the green herb.”
Such wag the debasipg influence gf a|kelief in
¢ literal truth of the Hible upon thgse| men, that




164 SOME MISTAKES OF MOS

thelr commentarjes| are filled (with passages utterly
devoid of co
Dr. Clark

r This anim

n nsg,
kI:g of the mammpth says :

n astonishing proof of God's
tg have profured |merely to show
o.| And after |suflering 2 few of
rdte, he extingughed the race by a
e, that they might not destroy

poer, he se

th

thein to propag

merciful provid
b
t

t he coul

both man and
“We are that it wuulljl hove heea much
easler for God estroy all |the people and make
ne:{ ones, but |he|would not winy to|waste anything

no pume o skill should |be lavished where no

an
neckssity exists.
" The animals were brought| to |the ark by the
power of God.|"
Again gentleper, let me wam you of the danger
of trying to explainja miracle.| [Let| it alone, Say
thal you do ngt |Understand ik, jand dio rot expeet to
until taught i fthe |schools of] the New Jerusalem.
The more reasouns yvou give, |the more unreason-
ahlj the miracle| will appear. | Through what you
say| in delenge| pepple are :j:d to| think, and as
soon as they|rpally think, the |miracle 15 thrown

awdy-

EIIIDI:] annllrﬂm Boals mfm'luﬁhmhunl:.nq



SOME MISTAKES OF MOSER 161

the most wonllers, afnong the most enlightened, the
least. 1t is|pwith |indiyiduals, the mj 15 with

nations. Igrgrancy beljeves, [ntelligenc mines

Among miE most ghorant natons ygu will find

uh |

and explains.
For about|seven|months the ark, with its cargo of

men, animals ind ingects, tossed and v :mdL

out rudder uI sail ypon g boupdless

grounded on|the mountains of Ara

three months EF:I‘J.I'EIS the tbps of the

became visiblg. It|must not |be forgotte

mountain whyne thd ark| is syppose
touched hottgm, wak abgut sefenteen tha
high. How wpre the agimals|from the t
warm ?  When thelwatérs wepe abated i w
intensely cold |at a|point seventeen |thols
above the lepel of |the [sea. | May he the
stoves, furnaces, fire |places and|steam
but they are got megtioned in the insgi
How were the |animals ]-:r

ept fjom fre
not do to say [that Alrarat was got ver

If you will read the fpurth pnd fif
eight chapter] [you will see that alth
rested in the Ieventh month, on the sevenge

of t.hlral monthy, [upon|the mountains of | A




1z SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES.

not unti] the first|day of the renth month * thap the
tps of the mpuntains could be spqn.”  From thig it

would sepm that the ark must have rested upon abpat
IJI: highgst pELk ;n that country. | Noah waited fi
days mdrd, agd then for the Agsg time opencd fhe
window and Yook a| breath of E:sh air. Heltlen
st out ]ra'uh:n at|did not retamn, then a dovg that

turned{ | He then waited scyen days and|sgnt
forth a dpyc that [retprned not.  (From this he knew
that the uLte s wers abated. 13 [t possible that/he
cquld ngt |seq whether the waters/had gone ?
passible b conceive of a more periietly childi

of ascerfaining whether the earth was dry ?
At last| Ngah | rdmoved the cﬂEering of the ark,
and lookkd and behnld the face|of the ground was

dy,” ang [thdreupor God told him te disem

Iq his a}:ﬂit de [Waah built an| altar and

ast [ang of every clgah lowl, and offered
barint rings. |And the Lord [smelled a s
savor and| sald in

re cugw the groupd for man’
this in his heart the Lord gives as p rcason, nod that

n is, gr|wil] b ggod, but becpusze ' the imagina-
tibn of than's| heart [is evil from his youth.” |God
destroyerl man bacayse © the wickedness of man was

exery cl

= .!I[II[I Forgotien Bl:-u*I.iI | worw. forgitenisoks_ g
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th, at:] becay
bLEs Bearl was 0

ised for the same reason not to gestray

OF MOSES. 163
e eery smaginalion of
evid contignally.”

Will some gentleman|skilled in theology

mnation !

ad smelled tlje swect savor of sacri-

ged |his idea as|to the

thing that

e were

i5 the

,fowls

Upon |being expelled frpin the
Lo their food, were put
Acgording

This

theif wickedness pnd longevity.

liveth

the|green herb have I

o .!Iill[l anu;ﬂm Boals

erwards this same God
divided the I:H:::E

and made it a cpme for
Probably focd was sa

ts and




164 SOME|MISTARES |GF MOSES,
searce when E‘Limh ras let|out gf the|ark that Jehovah
generousiy allowed hum 19 eat)| apything and every-
thing he cpuld find

According to the ageoy od then: made a
covenant with Noah to II: eqt that he would not
again destroy the | workd| wi Aood| and as the
attesting witness of this gonpgact, & rainbow was set
in the clqud|{ This bow|was| placed ip the sky =o
that it might perpefually femind (Gad of his promise
and covenant.  Wiiihour |this Yigible witness and re-
minder, it | wquid seen: that |Jehovah was liable to
forget the cpntradt, and| d the Lurld again.
Did the gainbow griginate (n| this\way? Did God
put it in the ¢loud simply|to lis agreement in
his memony ?

Far m it|is impossibly: tqg heljeve the story of the
deluge. It spems [so cryel, arparig, so crude in
detail, so dbsyrd inlall its partsy ahd [so cpntrary to all
we know| of law| that | ey creduljty itself s
shocked.

Many |nations | have | p agecounts of a
deluge in wwhich all people, family or two,
were destroyed. Babylon w inly|a city belore
Jerusalem |w fnurtled. Eg as in the hetght of
her power) when there were scventy Jews in the

| 201D Forgatien Bocka worw. forgottentronks. org
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world, and India

E the name
of [ehovah hafd pasged the|li

ion. An

account of a|gey overed by

5
George Smith| tran atcount that
was written al:[r:mt fpre Christ.”
O coursc it s imp the story
had hved in the 2fore It was
reduced to writing According

14, much older
iven ' i Buplt a ship at
t his family

and the beasts o ed the ship
inside and ouksid SO0N as it
was fnished,| therg Hi| rain and

(whole earth.
and the ship
Tamnizi waited for
re,|ahd the ut a floyve.  Alflter
ut & qwallow], and h{t. as well as the

stranded on the magntain
seven days
wards, he lct
dove returned hen ke lgt out

did not return| he

aven,|ane as that
wilter had dried

away, and thepeupon left gn he made
an offering 1o pod| o A j interceded
with Bel,” so that| the ca ight neyer again be

drowned.

ﬂl.![ll[l annllrﬂml Bn-u*I.T o worw. forgitenisoks_ g



166 SOME| MISTAKER OF MDSES

This is the
gontradictions of
there are two
not a strange

ory, fold witﬁmut the
For [in that, it seems,
as i the hille. Isit
4 |that there should be
ilgled in|both the Baby-

contradictory ace

lonian and Jewish
In the bible |
account, Noah w
and creeping thi:ﬂ
he was commands
birds by sevens
account, the doocd
days—as related

wo ackounts. | [n one
o of [all beages, birds,
arlz, while in the other,
cl beasts, and all

cording to one
one hundred and filcy
verse of the eighth

nt fixes the time at
three hundred a ! goven | days. |Both of
these accounts ¢ Yet in order Lo be
saved. it is not 5 slievel one of| them —
you must believe

chapter ; while the

Among the .hIarc wis a stofy 1o the
cfect that the grea me ytterly maddened
with the people, apd |delibefately made up his mind

Ekind Thereupon he

d in the temble work

n strefdins, an sudtznly he
cath that he would npt again

began to destroy,
untill bloocd Howe
ceased, and rook

IIJ 2D Flquuﬂm Bn-u*Tj m'ﬁ'ﬂ'llulbmhunl:.nq
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o
i

destroy the hdman rack. This myth probably
thousapds of ye¢ars cld wher Moses wa:ﬂf:

Solin India, there 1:35 {able| about| the Bopd.
A fsl warned Manu | that a flpod wag comipg.
Manu |[built 2 [*box" and the fAsh towed it t9 a
mountain and saved all han

The same kind of gtorigs we

tald i
At one
any

and among our own [ndian fribes.

of a foad, as jevidened of the tmyth of t
account; but fow, it having been [shown
aceourts are much older, pnd equally
that angument has ceased tq be of pny pre
[t [is probable thak all thesq accoy
common origin. They were likely bor
thing in naturg visible to all natiogs. Th
universal foad, produded by a god to
world on accoupt of the ins pf the pecple,
absu of all thes¢ stori
supposed to be, the existence of partial
COUNLEIes ; Jong| time [this sglution
satisfagtory, fact that [these [storics T;re
greeath one| man ig warnegd, that galy

on o]

t a boat is built, that hirdjarr:
0

sent O il the water/had abated, tend to show

o .IEDI[I anuﬂlm Boals o m.'Forqnl'hmhul okr ey



1 HOME MISTARES OF MOS

that| they had a comman origip. Admiuing that
there were severe floods [in all countries; it cemainly
canriot| follow that in edch instarce gnly onc family
wdluld be saved, or that|tle same|story would ig each
ingtaneg be told. It may|be urged that the nptural
tendenty of man to exg
acgount for this agreeme:
must bc admitted that
suggestion. I believe, |
of [all these myths is

ariginally an effort to mllc: unt for| the sun, mooh and
stard, [The sun and mpdn were| the| man and wife,
and the stars were| their

ggerate calamities, might
in all the dcecounts, pind it

wra 5| some foree ih the

ugh, that the real prigin
sam¢, ard that i} was

or the lgod and goddegs

al myth, it |became h ter-
ther-ocean became a fload,

childrep. From a celes

1aljone ; the air, or
by rain, and|thc su n and| stars

begaimd man. woman and|chitdren.

in the ortginal story| fhe moyntain was the|place
whete (o the far east the gky wag supposed to pouch
the earth, and it was thege that the f:;p contgining
the ¢clestial passengers finally rested (tom its vayagpe.
Gu

vhatever may be the|origin of the storics ¢f the
hether told firsy |by Hindu, EahyluniIn or
Hebrew, we may rest pedectly assured that they are

qually false,

=01} | anuﬂlm Boals :rww'l"'m‘pl'hmhunl:.nq
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BACTHUS AND BABEL.

5 soon ag Moah had disembarked, he proceeded
to plangt |a vineyard, and begdn|to be a hus-
bandman ; apd when the |grapes wefe| ripe he made
wing and drank of it to excess| cursed his prandson,
blessed Shegy |and Japheth,anfl aftep [that Jived lor
threp hundred [and Oty years. | What|he did during
these three humdted and flty years, |we are|not told.
Wenever heud of [lum agan.  For th l1unfrud and
hi snnslrj;d daughters,

e mpst hate beenla vener-
od had made
known his intention of drownihg the world.| By his
efforts, the human race had been jfx d. [He must

filty|years he lived amon
and [their degtc ndInl;s.

s the man td whom

ablelman. Hew

have been vaint=d with Methoseldh for|six hun-

dred years, an ethuselgh whs abgug two|hundred

and | forty ye ld, whep Adam dipd, NIﬂh must
himsell have|kpown the history of mankind,
have been an object of almost|infnife |interest ; and

od must
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yet [0t three h
directly hor ind;
Abrahpm must
and Shem| th
hundred| years a
he is pever me
the olfgst [man
hundred ¢ time of
his death k at they were indebted| to Him, and
1§ given of his burial. Np mdnument
was raLised o mgrk the spot. This, hapevdr, is no

dred and fifty years Ne |is|neither
ctly mentioned. Whenp h died,
ve becn more than Aty re rs old;
son of Noah, lived||lgr |several
r the death of Abrahgm(; and yet
tioned. | Noah when He|died, was
in the pwheole weorld By abput five

L

everybody living

more i than the fact that no acgount is
given pf| th of Adam or of Eva, nor of the
place of ial. This may all be apepupted lor

¢ language of man was confounded
at the| Building |of the tower of Babel) whareby all
tradition may bave been| lost, so that gven the sons
ol Nopl equld got give|an account of hTir voyage

consequently, some ofe had to be
ko Leil tkls story, after new languages

in the |ark
directly
had bgey

[t has alwayq been a mystery to me|hpw Adam,
Eve, atnT Lk lﬂnt were taught the samel lapguage.
Where did |they| get it? | We know now, that it re-
quires |a [great nfmber of years to form(|a Iarg'uage;

£ 5E
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why cli1l he “come|dgwn [to see [the city and the
towear?['l Will some theolggian expldin this ?

jd't all, is it nmot much easi nd altogether
more rTlef.nnahle to| say that Mo vas misﬁken.

that (he| knew little Jf he science pf language, and

that [he| puessed 2 grear deal more than he investi-

gated ?
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HAITEL IN KILTH.

o ligl “T tever is shcq upon what passed in
‘ '] the ﬂl-ur after the corffounding|iof language
L

at [Babel, until [the| birth of Abraham. ||But, |before
spepking of (the history of the Jewish people, it may
be| |proper for |[me| to say that many Sﬁ;gs Té rE-

esis, and other books grinbuted to
I |do not wish|to speak{| There are
tHese books |unft to||read,| many
ated, in my judgment| to improve
wnkind, I dof not wish|even|to call
my readers to these things, expept in
I is to be hoped that ghe tihe will
chapters and passages gs cannot be
ving the blush of sharje uppn the
cheek of madesty, (will be left gut, and npt published
as|d part of the bible. If therg is a God] it ceftainiy
is [blasphemious to |attribute to |him the authorzhip of

ted in |G
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I know| that in| many books besides the bikle.

thers are immodest lines. |Some of the grearpst
ith indecent words.

writers have soiled theiy pag
We ac:»:mmI {de this| by |sayinp that the authprs were
human; that }m tered tq the taste and|spirit]of
their times.| We|make excuses, put at the sane tine
regret that jn thejr works they left an impure word.
But what shall|we 53y of God? |[s it possilje that a
being of iphmite | purigy— uthor of modesty,
wauld smirch |the| payes of hi:;r1

lewd, licentious a ulzrcne

of the hthI it is| fo] course,

all other bopk nd sho
{. hat
in}}aly fo

bible is not o

christian worl

against imi\ﬂ pks |untjl| it inakes the |inspired
volume cle ese dile and Althy things were ot
written for the p F]J:H: of cdnveying and gnforcing
motal truth] byt deem to have been written | becayse
ing. There is po

hook with storles
[{ God is the author
he| standard By which
d Be measure If the

colk 15?7 Whvy should
imitating God ? e

men be imprispn

r |say another wgrd

morz]l depth belgw |that occppied by the wrter jor
publisher of obscepg b hat stain with (lust, the
loving heant of ponth.| Sugh mer should be im-
Books destroyed. The ljteratyre

the author [loved||ap %:u.:lea

prisoned anfl thei

g,
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f the world|shiglld be rendered decent, and ro book
would be published that cannot be read by, and in
the hearing p

[

e best and purest people. |But as
| 15 considered as the worle gf God,

0 malte all |men too pood aT pure

lpng as the bi
it will be ha
tp imitate it | |2
e vile and [f
puntry will g

1 as Ipng as it is imitated there wiil

hy hooks. | The literature jof our

)

be sweet and clean until the bible
de thI preduction of a god.
ual )F:uld thar the bible is the very
esty and morality; while many of
} nudltn

ing| them|in the pulpit, wauld be

ceases to bere
We are qan
foundation of |n
ils pages are
minister, {or] rI

and mmmeral |[that 2

stantly denenticed [@s an|unclean wretch. | Every
oman wuﬂ lcave| |the church, and if thp men
stayed, it would | be for the purpose of chastising the

Is there [any|saving grace in hypoerisy?| Wil
gan in speegh by belicving that God
Would | it not be far better tof admit
was | |written by barbariang in a
and (vulgar age? Would it|not be
osed with yulgarity, instead of God?
Lher mpgre probable that some ignorant
rite the vulgar words? The chris-

unclean?
at the bi

[
-

{ebrew would
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pieces of meat,[the missionary would certainly pon-
::Iujle that| the |chief was not altogether|right in his
dl.
1f the|bible|is true, this same Gog told Abraham
r the only
ave been
moment,
2 sheep

mi

to fake amgl sadrifice hus only =onr, og rath
sonl of hig wife, and a murder wguld
committed| had| not God, just at the righ
dirgcted him to stay his hand anI tak

instead,
God nade| a pgreat number
Abfaham,|| but (few of them were
agreed to|makg him the father of a
he ([did ngt. IHe solemnly promi
try, [including all the |
iver of Eypt and the Euphrates,

came Jacpb, who - watered stoc

th the spoil of Laban.

by his jealous brethren,

of thi chigl men of the king
ther and brothers left t Intry
i settled i Egypt. At this here were
seyenty Hebrews in the world, coy oseph and
|1iJ childegn.  They remained in E o hugdred
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and

untry for four hundred and thirty
mistake. Jogephus says they were
undred and fifteep years, and this
ined by the |best biblical schiplars
ions. According to the 17th verse
ter of Galatiand, it Las four hundred
rom the time the promise way
the giving of | thel law, and
go to Egypi for|two hundred and
ber the makin

It is t:lair}ed ¥ some that|they

of| the promiqe to
puld in ng event have been in

¢| hundred and fiteen years. In our
rse of the 12th chapter of Ex

sgge does noi say that the sojourdning
was|all dgne in Egypt : neither dogs it say that the
childrep of Israpl dwelt in Egypt four hundred| and
thirly years; but it does say e sojournigy of
the |chjldpen af |Israel who dwele in Egypt was|four
hungdred and thirky years. The vatican copy of the
Seotuagint rendgrs the same

ssagre as follows|—
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«The sojourning of thg children of Israel rhich
tthl:;-,r sojourned in E%y t, and in’llhf: land of Cdnaan,
n

< four hundred

W hirty yea

rsion says/—* The sojoyrping
which they and their ;Elhers

of| the children of er
d i the land aof Canaa

sqjourned in | was

a bible we [have :—"|The
% of Israel| and of| their
sgjpurngd in the land of Canaan,
[ |Eeypt, four] hundred| and

And in the
sgjourning of th
fathers which the
and in the land
tHirty years.”

There were séventy souls when they went|down
into Egypt. and |thgy| remained two| hundred| and
ﬁ:]teen YeAars, anjtat ¢ end of that time they| had
irlcreased 1o aboug th illion.| How do we|Know
tHat there were [thoee million jat the end of | two
hiindred and fiftegn vaars ] Wa know it because we
ate informed by Iﬁl “there were six hyndeed
thousand men of| war. ow, 1o each man of | war,
there must have beeh pt lehst five other people] In
every State in this Urion there will be to each|voter,
five other perso t| least, and we |all know|that
there are always |[mare voters than men of “In It
there were six hyndred thpusand men of war] there

Td
M
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must have been a population |of at least three gulli
Is it posgsible that seyenty peeple tould mn::r::L.
that extent in two hupdred |and fitg
may saj that it was|a miradle; by
tIt? Why should
miraculppsly increass the gumber g

there gff working a| mira

wished |[thiraculously to incri:ase the 1of

didl he ,
In 1376, we had in the Almercan Colgni
llions of people. Inj one h 1

Dt wait until the pepple wer

=K1

doubled |four times: that|is to say, six,
twenty-four, forty-eight millipn,—o
lation

ust not forget thag <durin
there his been pouring into plr cour
ton, and that this,[taken in conndctic)
the fact [that cur coyntry is|produptd

ethers, gave us only| four doubles (i

years., |fidmitting that the |Hebrepvs in rc:LIEd
rapidly |without emigration|as we,|in thi

have with it, we will give tg them fi tbles cacly
century, rommencing | with sejventy they

would have, at the |end of [two Nundred years, 2
populatinn of seventegn thopsand njre huhdrdd and|
twenty. | | Giving them another double for the odd
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Euyptiags that|zll the make children of the Hebrews
should hr: Killgd. Cne, gontrany tc this| ordler, wa

sayed inl an ark made af bullrushes daubed wir
slijme,  Thig child was foupd E}r the daughter

Iliarach, a as adopted,|it seems, ag her ow
and, may be, was. He grew o be a man, side

wilh the| Hebrews, killed an |Egyptian that wa
smijting a slave} lud the Td'}* in the sand, and fe
from Egypt to ligian, became acquaint
with a pricst who had seven danghters, took th
side of the daughters againsy the ill-mannered shep
hetds of that cpuntry, and marrjed Zipporah| one of
the girls} and (became a| shepherd for |her] father
Afterward, while tending his flock, the Lodd appeared
to lum i a |bukning bushl, and mmmanlltd him e
gato the| king of Epypt and demand fram him th
ibgration ofl the Hebrews | In order to canvinc%
:L that|the spmething burning in the bysh wa
actpally Grod) the rod in his jhand was chanjrd inta

hi

a serpent, which, upon Beipg raught By the tail,
bedame agaip 4 rod. Mpses was also told| to pu
his handaﬁla s | bosom, an Ivhf:n he togk it out ij-
wag as leproys 3s snow. Eu te & numben of strange
things weye gerformed, and others promisdd. | Mose
then agreed| 1o go back| to Hyypt provided hij
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br uﬁmr coul
apprare to

in the wilder

want ol (Eg

go with him. Whereupon the Lprd
aron, apd directed him to mecet Mases
ess. They rhet at the mount of CRod,
t, gathtred together all the elderg of

thé lchildken 6f Israel| spake all the words which {hod
hati| spolken #ato Moses, and did all the signs in|the

siotht of|the
their heads

kipg-

aple.

The [sraelites believed, boled

nd worshiped; and Moses and Agron

wedt inl and| told their message to Fharach |ithe
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mmillions of pecple rere in slavery. They
treated with the| utmost |riger, and s
fearful wane their masters that they might, in time
increase 1 numbers [sufficient to javenge themselves

that they igok (rom fhe arms jof mothers all the rhale
children and destroypd them{ I the laccount given
is true, the Egpyptians were the gruel, heartle

and infafipus people of which| hiztgry gives rj

mipd o Iree|dhe

JE t of this purs
%‘nd Azron, to

nd fnally) made u
and for the accomph

record. §
Hebrews |

pose he sgnt, as his apents,| Mos
the kingj f Egypt.| In order that|the king migh
know that|these mgn had ivine |mission, Go

gave Moges the power of changing a stick into

scrpent, water jnto blogd. | Mpses and Adro
went befgre the kiog, stating that the Lord Gogd o
Israel ordgred the King of Egypt to|let the Hebrew

.![Ill[l Fnrquﬂnll Boals Ilrwlw'l"'m'l,:ﬂ'hmhunl:.nq
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192 TOHOME MISTARES|OF MOQLES,

unto Abrallam, 1saac and Jacob, that he had estab.

ith therml to give them the land
of Capaanjthat he had peard the grﬂamirgs of the
:hillen of|| Istacl i Egptian bondagd; [that their
groanipgs ad put him i mjpd of his covenant, and
that he had made up his|ming te redeem|the children
d gut am and fvith great
EE'I spoke to the| ghildren of
i, bur they would listen to ifim no more,

God thﬂn recounts the f3et that he had appeared

lished (a covenant

fort in their||behall had si

a||god unto Bharaoh, and
1$ frophet, but|at the same
be ol no
harach so

s message woul
harden|the beart o
o harden
[ar destroy-
nd Aaron
o Aaron ;

that he woul
ave an excusa
rdingly, Mose
h. || Moses sai
before Pharaoh,| which he

end] Then Ph
fon his wise

aoh not in
en and his
rods and

w |Hown thet
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SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. 193

serpent§. The serpeny that| had
een lchahged fibm Aarefl's rod| was, at |this fime
rawlipg hpon the floor, anfl it proceeded to swallow

e s$ergents that hadﬁibeen roduced by| the

o

thanged them in

agridiang of Eg became of these serpents
hat were swallo 1er they turned bLack| into
b stated. | Can we believe that the

into a freal living serpent, of did

ticks|agdin, is 1
tick was| chang
t asseme simply
re lonly the g
eceptiorn, and

he appedrance of a serpent? | I it
Irﬂl' 1 |serpent |it wps A
uld not (rise allove the [dignity ol
' sqary to| brlieve|that |Ged
stigiatotf~a  sleight-of-hand |per-
n or sorgerer ? | Can it he pogsible
d endeavor m[;
rforming a miracle | that
d by |the sorgerers| and

egerdempin. |
s a |kind of p

formey, a|magicl
:hatr}n ipfinite
iberation of a gace by
rould| bel equall
magri¢ians of a b
Not gne word was said by Mpses or Aaron |as to
the xﬁck ness pf depriving a human bging of his
iberty. |Not a|word way said in favor |of lijerty.
ot the slightesy intimatign that p human|being was
astly entitled tgthe prodyet of his own lgbor. | Not
ward pbout the cruelfy of masters whe I::-uld
L

destrpy gven the babes of| slave mothers.| |
B

ecurf the

ems
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to me wonderfy

iat Lhis| God| did pot tell the king

tlj
of Egypt that ng nation [cpuld knslave another, with.

out liso Enﬁla\-itng i

put d chain anouns

puttig manac
Why|did he no

slavery could n

;. instend

performer as enyoy

monafch. he soguld

a turtle: what |wou

even jof a pres
feelings if the sa
had them perfor
woult
a great republig
resorted to by
small| how con
Phargoh, it sef

appear gueri
jat|shall 3g said pwhen they were
erpator off all orlds 7 How

e presidept shdukl f.:r:|:
extrpord

into |the bresenge of the savage

ne:

11¢h

erfe
2i)

Tﬂg'
[

itsel;| that it wis impossible to

1 the: limll of b slave, without

5 apgn| the| prain | of the masier,
tel] him that| 3 nation founded upon
stand | | Instead of declaring these

f appgaling tal justice, to mercy and
rigd tol [pats of jugirlery.  Suppose

ke ja grdaty with a Barbarous nation.

loy i sleight-of-hand
ry, and instruct him,

an| umbrella or a

ange |into a lizard or
k? | Would we not

t L ]
rmjanee i-: hendath the dignity
t?| | And |what| would bLe our

":f sent] far hjs sorcerers and
he| same |feat? | If such things

foglish inthe president of

sydh a |Crod  appears !
abrout this view of the
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SOME MISTANES OF BIOSES, LG
matter| apd he would nmt be nersvadeg] that such
tricks were [performed by|an infinite being.

Agpin, Moscs and Aanon came befgre Pharaoh
as he ¥ Iuing to the pjpver's bank, agtl the same
rod wiijch had changed |t serpent, apd, by this
time changed back, was EI by Aaron|whe, in the
presenfr pfl Pharaoh, smgte the water of the river,
which |Wwas [immediately pirned to blood, as well as
all the [witer in all the [gbrcpms, ponds,| and pools.
as well aJ‘ All water in vegsely of woed apd vessels of
ston¢ |o klle entire land gVt soon as all
the: waters jn Egypt had (Beep wurned inpo blood, Lhe
mﬂgicijl'mT i’ that countyy| djd the s with their
enchaniments. We are| [not inflormed | where they
got the|water to turn intpiblpod, since afl the warer
in Egyptl §ad already baen|so changedl. It scems
from thie [agcount that the| Dsh in the Nile died, and
the river|emitted a stenchy and there wag not a drap
of water ir the land of] [Egypt that hgd not been
changed | into blood. 1| censequence| ol this, the
Egyptians | digged *arodhd| about the| river” for
water {o| drink. Can :]; balieve this story? Is it
necesqary to salvation tpl|admit that af| the rivers,
pools,| pandls and lakes pf a| country wgre changed
into bload | in order that|q] king might be fnduced ro

O 2010 Forgatten Bocka  worw. fargattenanks. org




1g SOME |MISTAKES OF MOSES.

allgw the |children | of Israel the privilege of poing
a three diys journey into the wilderhess g m:]ke
52 iﬁcet go their |(Gad 2 -

It sepms from|the account that Pharaoh was twld
that the Cfd of the Hebrews would, if] he refised|to
let|the Igriclites gq,/change all the witers of| Egypt
intg blopd, and thar, upon his refusal, they weru|so
changed| |This I , however, no influenge upon
him, for |the reasen that his own mapicians|gid the
same. It |does npt| pppear that Moses and||Aarpn
expresser] |the least|surprise ar the success |of the
Liryptian At that time it wa:ja lieved
thap each nation hadl its own god. The only clajm
that M n made for thetr God wds, that
he wnsosll and most powerful of |&ll the
gods, ang nything like an equal chinece he
eould vapquish the deity of any other pation.

Altey ! were changed to (blood| Moses
and Aargn| waited| {gr seven days. Al the |end |of
thut time Moses to again gp to FIarm:-h
and deniin e of his people, and to|inform
him that, d, God would I:rike all the
borgers of [Egypt with frogs. That he| would mal‘e
frogs so plennful chad they would go into the iﬂus =5
of Pharapli, into Kig bedehamber, upan|his bed, into

© 2010 Forgotten Bocka worm. forgottenibaoks. org
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the houses| of his servants, upon( his people, [into
their o } , and |even into eirkneading troyghs.
Thiz th 31 had |no eflect whatever upon Phaygoh.
And thereppon|fiaron stretched put his hand javer
the waters| of Epypt, and the frpgs came up|and
covered |the land) The magiciansje{ Egypt did tthe
same, zhd |with their enchanptmepts brought rc
frags upoh [the lapd of Egypt.

Thfﬂj magjgians do not seem| to have becn
original |in [thein ydcas, but s0 imitation is cpn-
cerned, were perlect masters irfart. The {epgs
seem to haye made such an i iqn upon Pharach
that he & {oses and agked him to entreaf [the
Lord t e would takc away the| frops. Maoses
agreed 1q ¢ them frog houses and| the
land, an 1em to rem 1|y in the ripprs.
Accordi ogs died out of thg houses, and put
of the villages, and out of the helds,|and the pdgple
gathere together in hcaps. | As soon ag the
frogs h the houses a elds, the hea Jlui'
Pharaoh became¢ |again harde nd he refused to
let the 0

Aaron ccording to the dommand of {(od,
stretched| que his hand, holding the| rod, and smpte
the dusy earth, and it Became|lice in man|dnd
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198 SOME NISTAKES OF MOSES.
in beast, and [all the kpst begame lice throughpyr the
land of Egypt. Pharaoh agajn sent|for His magigi
and they sought to do the same with their e
ments, but they copld not, WhIrmuln il
cevers said unte Pharaoh | This| is the R
God.”

Notwithsganding| this, higwever, Pharaoh
te let the Heprews gd. God thep c:aus'j:l a gri
swarm ol fligs 0 ephe intd the hous¢ of H
and into his dervanty housed and into all the
Eowpst, to such an jektent ]imt the whple lapf was
corrupted by [reason »E the Bies.  But ihto thay part
of the rountry ucu:th ed by the children ufzﬁls el
there came no flies| | Therfupon [Phatach semt for
Muoses and fAaron phd saifd to thom|: || apd
sacrifice to your God fn this|land.”| They were not
willing to sagrifice in| Egvpt, and asked pen Iai:m
to go an a journey of fhree days info the wildi:rness.
To this Pharaoh ageeded, and in|consideratign |of
this Moses agreed to{ gse his|influeree with the|Lord
te induce him(te sendl (ehe fies out| of the codhtry,
He accordingly told the Lord of the badgain he had
made with Pharaoh, and the Lord agcrced po| the
compronise, gnd remgved the flies (tom Pharaok|apd
{rom his serIants apd from| his peopld, and| thepo

© 2010 Forgatten Bocks  worw. fargattentanks. org
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SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES,

is a little hEL:d to und

gotten that|gll the cart
the murrain | before the bpils had broken ocut.
This w3k a most deeisive victory for Moses

Aaron. T

extent that
it had no

also told N
pet all the
It must b
recently i
had been
however, h
his hand to
and hail an

ground, an

and all that

pple with

nses to g

firoiness.

e ik to ra

ttle that
remembe
of the m
avered will

ho effect,
ard he.wenﬂ,

=]

lightning, I d fire that ran along
the hail e
were in

hield, an

Bland. It must not be -
Emd all beasts had died with

upon the magicians to ths
t stand belore Moses.
haraoh, who seems to h
The Lord the
p early in the morning apd
d stretch out his hand a
stilence, and would, on
a very grievous hail, s
as had ncver been knog in the land of Egypt.
notice, so that they mig
¢fe in the fields under covs
d that all these caitle hp
rrain, and theic dead bodie
hoils and blains.
nd Moses stretched fo
nd the Lord sent thundé

pen all the Jand of Egy
he fGelds, both man 2
smitten, ,E d the hail smote eve

broke every tree of

i 200 0 Forgotien Boobs




ol

h}
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that portion inhabited by the childyen

e, [there was no hail
ail storin Pharach sent

of the earth would b

eyery tree out of the feld ;
houses of Pharach and the|houseg of
i |servanty, gnd the houses of all the Egypri

delivered the message, and went|out frpm
of Pharaoh's servanis |entreated

ol Sopn
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202 SOME [MISUAKES OF MOSES.
their  master tp - let i:t: children of Israel geo.
Pharach sent [or 5 land Aaron and| asked
thegm, who wished FEr o finto the wildergess to
saqrifice, They|repli lf‘mt they wished to go with
the yvoung and |old ;|With their sons and daujrhters,
with floclks and herds) || Fharach wouid not consent
to fhis, but agrced (thit/the men might go.  Theree
upon Pharaoh dro¥e [Mgses and Aaron out|of his
siht,  Then God Tm 'I:]cs to stretch Jonth his
hanpd upen the Jand grypt for the locuses, that
thay might come yp [@hd enr every herb, even all
that the hail hagl lefi| ('} And Mases stretched out
his|rod over the |angd of| Erypt, and the Lord btought
an |East wind all tiat| day and all thar nighq; and
and when it was mgrrfai|thd East wind brought the
locqsts; and they cam fp over all the land of Egypt
and rested upon (ail| the u:naTts covering the face of
the| whole earth| so that the land was darkgencd ;
and they ate every hpwhy and all the fruit df the
tregs which the [ hail [yad left. and there remained
not| any green thin} T:he trees or in the |herhs
of the field throughdut|the|land of Egypt.” PHarach
thep called for Maseg|jehd |Aaron in great haste
admitted that heg had Bipped| against the Lord their
(iod and apainsg theml|aphed their forgiveness and
© 201D Forgotien Boks  worw forgottenbanks. org




SOME MISTAKES [OF MOSLS. 203

requegted them to interced
take pway| the locusts.
presefice and psked the
away| * And|the Lord
whicH took awpy the locu
Red $ea sp that there re
the cgasts pf Bgypt.”
so¢n 45 the locusts were| ponk, Pharaoh
changed his mjnd, and, in
text,  the [Lord hardened
would not et the children pf|lsrael go.
The Llbord|then told
hand | towdrd heaven that|there might be darkness
over the ldnd of Eoypt, ** gven darkpess which might
be K" |« And Moses |stretched forthh lis hand
towatd hedver, and there w3s a thirk djrkne-as pver
the fand of Egypt for thrge [days during] which time
they kaw fiot [each other, ngither grose|any of the
days; but the

welfngs.”

with G t't]'It he might
from Lis

-

3 wenl o

ord to drive [the locusts
ade a sfrong| west wind
and cast thkm into the
nied not one Jocust n all

ha language of the sacred
harach

people frgm their places|fgr thre
childpen of Israel had light ip their

1l strikes me that whl,nTthe ]
coveted with [thick darkngss—so thick phat it could
be fdt. anf when light wps|in the| dwellings of the
lseadlites, [there could haye |been no befter time for
the Hebrdws po have leli the country.

d of] Eyypt was
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204 S0ME MISTAKES OF MONLS.

Fhpraoh again called for Maoses,
that |hjs pepple could go and serve

vided (they| would Irave their Aock
hMoses| would |not agpee to this, for th
they|npeded the flocks and herds for sagri
burnt pifeiin

the anfinals |(Gpd might require, and for that
he cpuld no
of the rattle] they divided, and Pharaoh
te lct the people go. |God then comms

to te]l the Hebrews tg borrow, each of hi
jewels [of silver and ppld. DBy a miracu
sitiop the Hebrews fpund favor in the|s
Evyptians so that they loancd the article
After this, Moscs ag"
hitm that all th
the flrst-borp
first-porn of| the mai
mill, jag well

Jis all t

ajl, it ik troubles

servant who wa

and
of the threat as to thefr first-born.

Hreparatjons were faccordingly made
this frightful threat into execution. Bi
on the toor-posts of all houses inhakited |
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Of cpurse Gofl must have I:}mw 3 that turning the
watens fnte bloe, covicring the cauntry with frogs,
infesting all fesh jwith hee, and fllinir all houses with
Aies, would not dccomphsh hiy object, and that all
these| pheues wauld lave no [effeqt whatever upon
I.II; ljg} ian king,

IJdo prou believe that, failiny gl accomplish any-
thing| by the flieg, Gog told Phaﬂch that il he did
nat et the peogle gq he woyld Hill his cattle with
mpoginf Does|such o threar poungd God-like 2

you beheye thal, failing| to gifect anything by
Eilling the eattle| this same Gq len threarened to
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the timg: & wrilten lar:%uag had been

thousands bf] additions had been made,

wberlgss details |invented; so that we have

not only count di the plagues [suffered by the
Epyptiaps, bfit the whele w}:ﬂ:en into a|connected
ntaiging the threars made|by Moses and

e mijracles wrqught| by them, the promises

oh, and finally the release gf the Hebrews,

as a resylt of [the marvelpus things performed in their

tbable that
he Gogd of
, heartless
the whole
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THE FLIGHT.

IREE nmidligns people, wikh their flocks and
’1_ herds, with borgawead jewr:lrt and raiment, with
unleavened dough ih kneading |tropghs bound in
their clgthes llpjt:.n their shoulders] in one night con-

mengeed |their] journey for| the langd of| promise. We
are pot pold they were informerd of the precise
time to|start, |With alll the mgdern appliances, it
would requirg mpnthy of time 1o igform three millions
of peaple of 2ny) fact.

n this pesemblage there weye six hundred
thou anf meh of [walk, and with themy were the old,
the young, the digeased dnd helpless] Where were
those people poing ? | They were poing to the desen
et with which Sahana is a garden.
torn by stgrm and vexed
ed at py 8 Gorgon and
r] Such was the desert of

ol Sinail co
Imagine| an deean| of [lay

by t:mpest,Jnu En]ﬂ
chanpred | instanty to ston

Sinal.
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chariots of Egypt, and pursued |after the|children of
Israel, |overtakin sea, _As gl the
animals had lon been| destroyed,
we are not info ch oltained the
horses | for his ¢ pment the children
h, although they
rhey (mme-

throug

wall o

“angd i
hosts o
and pr

As soon as the
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and immediately
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SOME [MISTAEES OF MOSES, 213

th chariots and |bhe emtn and all the r:I:ts of
Pharagh that came|int I sea, and there ained
nat so|much as one of| them.”

This a¢count may be [true, but sall it hardly looks
reasgngble| that God wohidd take the wheels pff the

charicis. | [How did he do|it? Did he pall put the

linch-ping,| or did | he|just take them of]f by main
foyce ?

What a picture this presents 1o the mind| Geod
the u:rrai of the luniverse, maker of every shining,
glittering) star, engagi:l in pulling off the wheels of
wagons, [that he |mighy convince Pharaoh [of his

greatness and power!
Whers were these
gding (to| the promised
atl¥ About tive
ong-ffth the size
rightiul countryl, ¢

ow many peogle were in the promi
?| |Moses tells|u

hare were seven| nations in

that countty mightier than the Jews, As there were

atl leagt thiee millipns|of| lews, there must/have been
lcast twenty-one mjllions of people alrepdy) in that

y.| [These had|to ;T

might be mada (lop

e driven out i

nrjer that
he chosen people of Ged,
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ever, that {kod les not willing to take
the (children pf Israel inpo the |promised land tinme-
diately. | They were nof fit tp inhabit|the land of
Cangan | s0 he made ug|his mind to aiflgw them to
wander |upor] the desertl until| all except twe, who
had| lefy Egyprt, should [perish{ Of all |the slaves

It seams, ho

Egyptian| bondage, only|two were
ch the promised kaned!
s the He't'I'ews crossed the Red Sea,
emselves without|food, and |with water
by reason|of its| bitterness, and they
began to mummur against| Moses, who crjed unto the
Lord, and " fhe Lord showed|him a trge.”
cast| this| tree|jinke the waters, and they bagane sweet.
“And if came to pass [[n the inorning [the dew lay
aroynd ghoutl|the camp ; |and when the dgw thar lay

relepsed| fro

a.lln‘.vud{ﬂ T

s goon

they found t
unﬁ)E to| drin

Moses

e fare of the wilderness lay
t upon the

was|gong, behold, upan t

a small round thing, small as the hoar-fep
groynd.| And Moses sgid unto them,|this is the
bread which the Lord halh given you to|gat.” This
manna was gl very peculiar thing, It wppld melt in
the sun,|and |yet they ccl 1ld copk it by seething and
baking. | Ong would as spon think of frylng snow or
of Broiling iricles. DBut| this (manna hdd another
remjukaple qualicy.  No| matter how myceh or little

o .ll[ll[l Forgotien Bnl-u*Il.i worw. forgitenisoks_ g
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lhjave| an exact
ould shrink
hered less, it
t. | What a
Id | be with
g gnd swell-
supply and

any person |gathered, he
omer; if We patheped
to that amount, apd |]
would swell| exactly] t
magnificent Eubstan]e OL

which to make z cyrre
ing according to th g:l
demand !
* Upon this manna the
forty years, juntil they dame fo
With this ment were they
borders of the lond| ol
tn the twenty-first ¢ apj

pecple at lagt became

[ Israpl lived for
abifable land.
y reached the
We are told
n[]trj. that the

== N

'li T, COm-
y I

plained of Gpd, and fsked e brought
them out of] the d ¢ die in the
wilderness. @And they sai 15| no bread,

nor have we| any water. 1| loatheth this
light food.”

We are pold by some
Jews lived onmanna for iig
they lived upon it for g
matter of fact the acequnt
i5 the ppportynity for con

us to excercisd faith in| bel

tors that the
y gthers that
time, As a3
this| difference
It 3lso allows
both accounts

h

Pl
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are true.| If the accaunts agreed, and were reasdgna
ble, they would be |believed by| the wicked rEm:’:
unregenerated.  But| as they are differént pnd
unreasonable, they believed dnly by the good.
Whenever a statement in the bible [is unredsanabis,
and you believe it, yop are consi quite a gpod
christian, If the stalement is gpossly abgurd and
infinitely impossible, and you still |believe it you|are
& saint.

The |children of [srael were {n|the desert, |an
they wepe out of water. They hag nothing to| e
but marna, and this| they had had (so long| that ti
soul of (every persgn abhorred (it  Undpr the
circumstances they gamplained tg Moses, [Now,
God is ipfinite, he could jusi as | have Rurnigh
them with an abundance of the pyrest and doolest
water, and could, without the slightest trpuhl
himself,| have given|them three |ekcellent |meals |4
day, with a generous|variety of mdats and vegetables,
it is very hard to see|why he did not do so. [t |5
still harder to conceive why he fe]! into a It hery
the people mildly spggested th ey woyld like 2
change |of diet. Day after day.|week aftgr week
month piter month| (year after |year, nothing | byt
manna. | No doubt they did the |best they [could by

ﬂ.![ll[lanrFuﬂmBu-uh | Ilrnlnl"l"'-ulrl,llﬂhmhunll.nq




SPME MISTAKES OF MOSES 217
cooking it in different ways{ but in spitq of fhem.
selves they Hepan to|loathe jtg sight and|caste, and
so they asked Moses|to use hig influence to sjurr. a
change in the bilt of {are.

Now, I a5k, whether it was| unreaspnable fgr the
Jews to suggest that a it ould be| very
gratefully repeived?| It |seems, however, that as
5001 as the pgquest was (ma 15 God |of 'ﬂfinitc
mercy be infinftely | en nstepd of
granting it, went intg partnership with seppentgs, for
the purpose |gf punishing t wretches to
whom he had prom se:dﬁta : with|| milk
and honey,

Where did|these serpents ?| How did
God convey the information s, that he
wished them|to go th the dese ingj ang bite
some Jews? | It may be jurge eS¢ SeFpEnts
were created, Jor the| express of |punishing
the children gl|Israel for havin . presumption,
like Qliver Thuist, tc sk for more.

There is another heconnt [in the elgventh chjapter
of Numbers, ¢flthe pepple murmuring beeayse of their
food- They| remembered the| fish, the cucumbers,
the melons, the leeks, the onipns anc tII gaflic of
Egypt, and they asked for meat. The pgople| went

© 2010 Forgotten Bola worm. forgttentaoks. org




218 SUME MISTAHESR OF MOSTS,

to the tent of Moses an asﬁd hing [or flesh,  Mose
cried| unto the Lord and|asked him| why he did no
take rare of| the mpltitede, | God t%&r&upnn agTee
that they should hpve mept. not for a day or two
but for a Iﬂ-nth, until [the meat should come out o

their | nostrils and pecome| loathsgme to them., H
then paused| a wind to Bl quails from beyond th
sea, and cast then{ intp the camp. pa every side o
the famp 1rnund abopt| for the| space of a2 day
journey. And the |peopld [oathe r:l:m, and whil
the flesh was yet betwesr [their pepth the wrath o
God peing Imvukud againsy them] struck them wit
an exceeding great F?Eg Serpents, also, wer
sent (among them,|and| thpusandy perished {or th
crimg of having be¢n hyn

The HKep. Alexpndedr

this dccount|says -

Y.

[fuden pgmmenting upon

“God cjused a wing tp|rise that drove the quail
withiji and abour the nf the| Ikraelites ; and ij
15 in|this that the| mi
brought so seasonahly t
numbers as| to suffice
above a mapth. Spme

consists| that they were
5 plage)and in so great
‘e a mullion of person
ors affirp, that in thnsj
eastern and|southern coupines, q aEf are innUmMer-
able, [so that in ong par [taly wi

- r

in the compass

o 20D Flnr'::ﬂm Boals mfm'l::lhmhunl:.nr;



SOME MISTAKES DF MOSES 219
of |five milgs, there|were taken about|an hundred
thousand of| them epery dzr}r for a month together ;
angd that sometimes they fly|so iﬁtk gver the sea,
that being tveary they fall into ships, sometimes in
such aumbers, | that they Iink ther.rj Tvith their
welight.” '

No wonder| Ml Cruden believed | the Maosaic
ac¢ount,

Must we believe| that God made an jarrangement
with hornets for|the purpose of securing thIlir SErViCes
in (driving t}e Canagnites the land|of| promise ?
Is|this behef salyation|? || Must we
believe that) God sai ews that he would send
hornets belbre them to drfve ouq the (anhanites, as
related in the ] hapter of |EModus, and
the seventh|ch rongmy ! ow would
the hornetsknofv a o ?  |[n what|fvay would
God put if i F 2 hornet| t attack a
Canaanitc ? hornets fof that especial
purpose, implanting |an insynct tojattackl a Canaanite,
byt not a| H . we conpejye of the
Almighty granting letters pf| marque and) reprisal to
hgrnets ?  Of ¢ourse it is pdmitted that |othing in
the world would be | better|calcuiated 1o mike a man
leave his native land than|a few hepngts, s it

© 2010 Forgatten Bocks worw. fargattenanks. org




220 SOME MISTAXEE OF [MOSES.
possible for ps to beligve that anjipfinite peing would
resort | ¢ such expedients in
Canaanites Emm theig counitry ?
easily have epolen the Canaanite
as to };I: spoken the horngts in
amourt of trouble, pdin and s
been gaved| Is it possible ¢t
country, an jntelligent|clergyma
these storicg arc true ;| that| we
In order |to be pood peopld in tin
hed squl3 1a|the next 3
W are dlso wold that God ins
to kill|thg Canaanites Im\f;Ll, giving as
the bepsts of the field might incr
peanf When we take into cgr
that the|Holy Land gontained
twelvel thousand squage miiles,
inhabited by at least gwenty-ong [millioas of
it doeg npt spem reasofable|that the wild beas!
have been pumerous| enopgh tg cause any great
alarm.| The same ratjo of |population wpuld give|to
the State of|fllinais at|least one hundred and [twenty
millions pf inhabitants. Can anybody believe that,
under | sgch | ciccumstances| the | danger| from wild
beasts|cquld| be very great P What wodld we thipk
© 2010 Forgotten Bocka  worm. forgottenibanks. org
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twenty-seven| ofl them
ertain death Lo pither,

stings as bees, apd|thag i
sting man or beist it| |s
Nor 15 it strange [that
the Canaanites ffom t

crcatures did drive out
habitations; for| many

heathen writers giye|ins s of some people Hriven
hers by mice, rs by
5 gawd that a christian city,
» king of Persia, was
e clephants apd [beasts

ed unruly, ard so the

from their scats ljy fro
bees and wasps, JAnd i
being besieged Yy |Sa
delivercd by hornpts;

being stung by l'j
whole army fled.”

all such stories| were

Only a lew ye:

Id; and it is a|higtorical
ird man of any nete in
d that the mythglopies
without fgungation.

belicved by the chirishia
fact, that Voeltaire fwis the
Eurape, who took|the
of Greece and Rome
Until his time, me#t ¢hrisgans believed as thorpughly
in the miracles agcrjbe the Greek angd Roman
pods as In thosy of t and Jchovah.| The
christian world cutivatdd cpedulity, not only as cne
of the virtues, but|aq the |preatest of them pll| Bur,
when Luther apd His {ollowers left the chuech of
clled to deny the p:Eler of
the catholic churgh,| ac| that time, to suspend the
laws of nature, bﬂ tgok |che|pround that suEh [power

LF

Rame, they were| com
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30ME M[STLII{EE OF MOSES. 223

d that

ceased with the apgstglic age.
all Ihings niw happened|in accordance with
of nature, with the exception of a few specigl inter-
ferences in favor of the| protestant ¢hurch i
to prayer. | They taught their children af double
osophy | by one, they were to

phi
bilify of catholic mi}‘ac ¢s, because

to the
[aws of natgre ; by the|other. the grababilicy
mirficles of the apostolic age, bueay
conformity |with the spatements of the sc
They had rva foundptipns : one, the|law of| nature,

the other, the \E of Ged. e protestants
endeapored to catgy on this dopble popeess of
reagoning. 3nd the rgsujd has been algradual jncrease
of ¢onfidente in the law of natwe, jand a (gradual
decrease of lconfidenge in the word pi|God.
We are| told, in [thig inspircd gcgount, that the
clothing of the ]{awiitx ople did pot wax pld, and
that their |shoes refused to wear| out. | Some
commentaigrs have |insjsted that |apgels dttended
to the waydrobes the Hebrews,| patched their
garments, gnd mended their slmej Certain it is,
hoyever, that the sapme| ¢lothes lasied| them Jor forty
yedrs, durirlg the entire|journey frpm Egypr to the
Hojy Land| Little E:iﬁ starting oiit|with their first

o 20D Fnr'uﬂmlﬂn-ulh worw. forgoitenisoks g
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Hon they were oal the morning before | There
e a|mistakg spmewhere,
we [believe that the real God, | there is one,
dered a man| tof be killed simgly {gr making
il, or bintment? | We are told in the thirtieth
=t of Exodus, thaf the Lord commanded Moses
mytich, cinngmon, swect calamus, gassia, and
], arid make [a Holy ointment for the purpose
ntingr the tabefnacle, vables, candlesticks and
tensils, as well a5 Aaron and his sons . saying,
same time, thay whoseever compoynded any
il,|or whoever put|any of it an a stranger, should

{ to death. |Tn|the same chapter, [the Lord
J')c:i loses |with a recipe [pr wmaking a
e, saying, that whoever shopld make any
smelled like g should be cup offf [rom his

This, to me, sounds so unr thlt: that [
ganpat beligve it Wf}' should an inhinite| God care

hether mdnkind mpadp ointments and parfumes like
I:i of not ?| Why shguld the Creargr of (all things
ched his altar
feet|? These

threaten td kill a [pripst whe app
withelut baying waghed his hands an
rommandments anf these penalties
{he|vginest| tyrant that ever sat, by

thronel There myst |be some mis
15

F. 'y

hange, upon a
ke, | I cannot
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must not eat gny of the fn
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in that desert, [and if they
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pretended
gd said to
was mare
pple could
rpolations

d somethfng more that
n this way obedien
eatily becured. Oanly a| very lew of the

read, and, as|z con chce. additions, i
arL e:'asullss had no fear of detectiop.

to| have [o

&

make new IEEE, or lamdnd old ones, the
Mpses| at P

-t

this way
we acdount|for the fact that Moses is|made to speak
of thil]vgs t did| not| exist in his -:IJzl .|and were
unknotvn far| hundreds of years after hig death.

In (the thirtteth| chapter of Exodus, are told
that the pedple, when npmbered, mudt give each one
a a]fhEhek alter the shekel of the (52 ry. At
that time such money existed, and tomsequently
the acgount| could not, by any pussﬂ:Eit ave been

erc was a shekel df the
| after the

written unti| after t

as no (such thing until|lo

es. If we should read th

pounds, shillings and peneg,| we would

w that| the| account was |not| written by
’

angl there
depth of M
hig tropps |
certainly ko

Ef:fsar paid

Casar{ nor [in his pFime, but we would w that it
was written) after the Enplish had given|tliese names
to|certgin cpins.
So| we (find, that when the Jews|w
desert|it was commanded that every her should
bring, |as a.Ln offering, a couple of doves to the

upon the
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priEjts, EUJ;I the| priests were copmpelled to eat these
doves in the makt holy place. | Alt the time this law
appdars to have|been given, there were|three| million

people, and only three priests, faron] Elearer and
Ithamar. | Amgng three million people] therg would

be, 4t least, thrge hundged bi aday. Cegrrainly
we }re njot EI' ected tp beligve that| th three
priests de munj six huntlred pigeons gvery pwenty-
feur (hou

Why should |a woman ask| pardon| of
bavipg been a (gpother? | Why should (that
sidered a2 prim# in Exodys, whiehlis commanded as a
duty|in G nesiI Why should|a mother be declared
uaclean ? | Whyl should [giving birth t¢ 2 daughter
be rtga ed tilce as ¢ iminag.\| ivi

sonf Can we|believe thpt such laws and cer@monies
werd made am:l 1stituted by a mereiful apd intelligent
God? If] thege| is anything in this pogr worid sug-
grestive of] and|standing for, all| that is sweet| loving
and |pure/it is irmml'mr holding [in her| thrilled and
happy arms her| prattling babd. | Read the [cwelfth
chapter of Leyjlicus, and you mwill see|that ywhen a

womRn the mother of bt;}' she was so
unclean thiat shielwas not pliowetd to rough a IJI'[nwed
thing, nor| to ¢nter the sanctuayy| for fopty days, 1If

o .IEDI[II Forgotien Iﬂnﬂh | worw. forgitenisoks_ g
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the babe| wns [a girl, then the mjother was jnfit | for
gcighty days, tq entar the house ol God, or te touch
the sacrefl fongs and snuffers. [These laws, l:mhrI;l of
barbarism, rthy of our |day, pnd slhiould be

he mistakes|of savapes,

Just he scale of ntelligence are the
directinnts given ih |the Afth chapter of Numbers for
the trial pf |2 wile|af whom the husband wag jealpus,
This foolish chapler has been the fohndation of all
appeals to God for the ascertaintent of facts, such as

regarded|si

the corsne by battle, by water, and by fire,(the
last of whidh i our| judicial oath] It |s very casy to
believe that 1 ¢ days a guifty wéman would be
afraid tg dri water of jeplousy and [take|the
oath, and tha ugh fear, shg might be| made to
conless. that the dg¢ceptipn tepded not

cnfy to |prevent | ¢rime, but dISE:?ET it when
commitied) still, |we cannot admit that an hopest

god wonld y purpose, resart to tdishopest
means. |Jr tries fear is gmployed ag a m¢ans
of getting ruth, and in his there is nothing

diahnntst, falsehood i§ not [resorted tg for
the purp.sI ucing the fear. Prptestants lqugh
at catholics s¢ of their belief in|the efficagy of

holy water :at they teach [their |children that a

o 20D Fnrlruﬂm Bn-?h Im.'Forp{ulbmhunl:.nq
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little holy water,(in which had bgen thro ome
dust from the flaar of the sanctuary| would| work a
miracle in a “nr:t 's flesh. For hundreds pf [years
our {athers bejieved that a perjurcy copld not|sialiow
a piece of sacramantal bread,  Spcli storie§ brlong
to the childhopd pf cur race. and|arg now =ved
only by mental infants and intellegtual babes

I cannot beligve that Moses had| in his|hands a
couple of tables| pf stone, upon| which Gad|had
writien the tgn ¢gmmandments, and| that w he
saw the golden calf, and the dancing, [that he dashed
the tables to [the| garth and broke them in pieces.
Neither do I beligye that Moses tquI a golden |calf,
burnt it, ground it {to powder, and| made the ple
drink it with water, as related in|the thirty-3e¢ond

chapter of Exed

There is anot
commandmen
twentieth chapters
one word is said
goiden calf, ngr a
stone,

15 an account of the rencwal of th

the law, 2nd the o

are not the sdme

uI.
¢r account of the
i)

Moses, in the
of Exodus. 1In

bput the breaki

bout the pcop

mmandments aj
ommandments
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SOME MISTAKES OF MOSES. r3d
demapges| the redemptipn of property pawped,
n nearly every subject of huﬂn interaky. e
tiaq code was far better than the Mosgic
aws spring from the instinct of|self-presprvation.
Industry| objected to sepporting idlepess, and laws
magle agrainst theff, Laws werg madg jagainst
urder, because a very |large majority of the| pegple
always objected| to being | murdered. |All
fundainental laws were born simply of the ingtinct of
idefence. Long before the | Jewish Lu es
sembled at the foot of Sinai, la d been n:fdc
nd | enfarced, not only |in Eg}rptwiri Indig,| but] by
peny tripe that ever exjsted,
t is| impossible fgr human |bejngs 19 exist
ther, without certain rules off cpnducy |cerfain
ideas of the proper anjl impropet, of the right and
rofig, growing out of| the relati Certaln riles
usf be made, and must be enferced| This [implies
trigl and punishiment.  Whoever prodices
hing| by weary labgr, does not |nged a reyelafion
hegven to teach bjm that he hag a right to the
thin prjlduc:f_'d. Not ane of the ieanned demen
who pretend that the |Moesaic laws|are filled with
jestice apd intelligence] would live, for 2 moment,
ny country where sich laws werefin fo
© 2010 Forgotten Boxha worm. forgttentaoks. org




236 SOME MISTRKES |OF | MOSES.

Nothing gan be mope wohderful than the medical
ideas (of [chovah. HUF ad the str.'r:'ageat notions
about|the cduse and [pure of disease, With him
everylhing ‘jas miraclg wonder|| In the four-
teenth chapter of Lepticus, firld the law for
cleansing a leper :— = Then shall the |pricst take for
him that is tol be cleansed| two Birds, glive and clean,
and ¢edar wopd, and stprlet, and hysgop.  And the
pricst shall cgmmand tizt one of the| birds be killed
in an |carthen vessel, gyel sinnarnge Mater. As for
the living bird, he shall elit, and tHe cedar wood,
and tlhe scarlgt, and th Ets op.|and shall dip them,
and the living bied, in blgod |of thy bird that was
killed | over [the run VaLET, nd he shall
sprinkle upon him th ilﬁ t clegnsed from the
leprosy, seven times, amgl shail 'ﬁ'unn hee him clean,
and shall let| the living birg locse into the open
field."”

We are told that Gid himsell gave these direc-
tions to Mos Does |anybody behepe this? Why
should the hird be Killed |in [an agrfben vessel ?
Would the gharm be [brokdn if the [vessel was of
wood? Why over sugalaym water || What would
be thought af a phys{gian now, who|would give a

prescrjption |

ke that ?

o .!Iill[l anu;ﬂlm Boals
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Is 1| not strange that j;ud. although| he gave
hundreds gf directions Igr th purpcfa of discovering
the presence of leprosy, and|for cledgsinge | the leper
after hc|wps healed, fofgot o tell ki
could be|cyred #  Is it njot wonderl
told his |people what animals werg (b
failed tolgive a list of plants that
YWhy did he leave his children to H'L
and the ppisonous by

at discase

perjment.
periment, |n millions of rases, must
‘Nht}n ading the Riscory of th

of their Bight from slavery todeath, p irlexchange

of tyrangs,|I must confless thit my ‘;'jEnpalhlies are all

argused [ im their behalf, They gheated, de-
ceived apd zbused. Thor god w nigkttempered
unreasonable, cruel, revengeful and dishomest. He

Erf}:'med. He

wasted fime in ceremofy and childigh dedail, and in
= |I] is impos-
sible for|me to conceive of @ charagier mgre utterly
detestablle| than that of |the |Hebrem |gad.| He had
snlemnl‘_f nuld take them
from Egypt to a land Bpwing with|milk [and honey.
He had |led them to beljeve that in h|little while their
troubles would be owver, and thar|they \J:uld SOOR

was always promising | but | never

the exagg sration of what he| had dons

comised the Jews that he

o .![III[I anuﬂml Bln-::h o worw. forgitenisoks_ g
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SOME |MISTAKES OF | MOSES. 239

God. No wonder that they lpnged for the slavery
of Egypt, gndrempmbered with sorrow th unlI
day whenlEhE:.r ex¢hanged masgers.  Compared (with
Jehovah, Phamoh was a benel@etor, and thg tyraony
of Egypt (wag freedom tg those who suffered the

liberey af God.
While |reafling| the Peptatench, I am Hlled |[with

indignatiof. pity |and hgrrof| Nothing | can |be
sadder th}m the history of the starved and Tght rled

ho|wandered oyer the desolate| grags and
sands of wild¢rness and disert| the prey of famine,
sword, anfl plague. Iynorant |and supeII.itin 5| to

wretches

the last ddgrep. ggverned by fdlsehood, plyndered by
hypacrisy,| they were the |spoft of priests, and the
food of fdar. | God was their|greatest epgmy,| and
death theip orly friend.

It is impossiblg to congeiv
despicablel hjteful. and arvo
Jewish gad. |He|is withput

f a more {horoughly
nt being, than| the

redeeming {eatyre.

" In the m}ﬂmt:lgy of the world he has ngf parallel.
He, only, is never|touched by ggony and leEm. e
Human aflechigns

delights only In blpod and| paig.
are naught td him. He ¢areg|neither for (lovg gor
music, beauty nor joy. A filse fiiend,|d4n upjpst
judge, a bragpart) hypoerite. apd tyrant, 1

neere| in

© 200 0 Forgotien Boobs worw. forgodtenisoks_ g
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hatred, jealous, yaia

-
L

d revengeful, false|in promise,
lhongst in curse, Buspicjous, igrorant, gnd ¢chappeable,

mfagous and hidepus :—sudh is| the Qod| of the
Pemaleuc‘h.
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CONFESS||AND AVOID,

L HE sclentifid christizns now afﬂmit that the bible
’1- l npt indpired |jn its astrongmy, geology,
zoglogy, hor in
it| that cn th

C ndﬁd uppm.
i ere tfu:, th

ny scien{g. I other words,
te subjects, the bible cannot
f zll the||statgments in the
re would pe np necessity for
them arg nof| inspired, A
ltat a pasgage |in the bible is
satisfled |that| it s untrue,
last beca| compelled 10 say,
be trug|and|uninspired, it

that spme a
will not|admit
inspited, until| he i
xy|itsell (has a

e inspirefd if fa
e gdecple [of Eu

astronomy |and peolog
ducgd gmang thj:m.

€.
ppe had |known as much of
when the bible was intro-

they do |now| there never

coul vel been one [Believer the doctrine of
inspjration.| If the writers of the vatious parts of
the pible had koawn as|much abbut the sciences as

o 20D an;u'llim Bn-u*ul.i worw. forgitenisoks_ g
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s now known| by levery intelligent mag, the bo
never could have been written. It wab groduced
ignorance, and has| been believed and defepded

ost powsr in the proporfion that

its anthor. Ttlhas
man has gain}d k.

owledge) A lew yedrs aoo, this

, even the clergy es
such matters, it hag ceased to speak 1yith the voi
of autherity. |For| the establishment| of fdets,

word of man i§ now considdred far bettpr
word of God. |In the world |of science), JEhopah

superseded Ly Copernicus) Galileo,| ahd [Kepl
All that Go Mnsei. admitting| th

questions ; buff no

to
kr

to be regarded [as a ptandard.| Sciencelh
in breaking the chains of theology.
agoe, Science l show that|it pvas
th the bible. | The l:al:lv:s. haye begn

e
not inconsistent with Bclenge.  The

inconsistent w
turned, and n eligion 15 endeav

that the bible

standard has bgen thanged
For many nges|the chri:jﬁans cunte:nfed
bible, viewed pimply as a literary pcrfoyma

o 20D anT Bn-::h
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all othey bools, and that man without the
¢ of G :I could| not produce its eqpal. [This
madd when| but few books exjsted| and
; heingﬂie only book generally kpown| had

i3 claym, like the other/has [been
any, afd soon will be, by dll. Com-
despears’s ' book and volufme of the
gered ™ bible shrnnks and seems as
and vilin, as would a pipg of |Pan,
n, voiced with every tene,
rof the sca to the wipged
, Aoods and flls | cathedral

15 NOW Mg 1 I the

ration skulks apd crouches—that the bible| althpugh
false and mistal tng-
raphy, History |3 its
moraljty] It for

Gn]}r

this ch: , the
0y 5a , ang

scriptires, man

it not been for the holy
ould have even dyeamed of
the unity of God, A belief in one God is ¢laimed to
pe a dogma of @lmost infinite impertance, that with-
ut this pelief giyilizatian is impossible, and that chis

i 200 0 Forgotien Boobs . mfn:'lulhmhunl:.nq
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aendeavor now o
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be plainer than
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shall | be your ﬂsselssiun. And ye shall
or pour childrer |aft

as |an inheritance

inherit them fgr a fon, they $

borld-men {oreper, hy bond-
barldt maids, which It have, s
heathen that arg rou I.I‘. you ; of
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n we bel
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that God approved
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intE manacl
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Hormed ?
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tles[? Y\
ers | and | whippers of b
fied|childyen of God?

It 15| now |contended that
t is touch

i |of liron?  Dgd

e sword,
and chains,

d, |2nd he di
pinished.

1gney of others !
shes| upon the
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jts pages can he found no blgt or stgin. dﬁus a malter
hi fact)|[the New Testament i5 mpre decidedly| in
avor of| human|slavery than the|old.
For|imy pat, I never will] I pever cam, worship a
God who uphglds the institution of|slavery. Sucha
ot 1 hate and defy. 1 neither fvant his heaven,
nar feay| his hell.

o .![III[I Fn;quﬂnll Boals | m'l"'m'p;l'hmhunl:.nq



XRVL

«INSPIRED | MARRIAGE.

s there an||orthodox clergyman in the world, whe

will now|declarg |that{ he beligves the {nstitution
of polygamy|to ight? Is there one|who will
publicly decldre {In his judgment, thar institution
ever was right? as fthere ever a time [in the
history of the world when it was right to treat foman
simply as propertyf] Ilo not attempt to answer
these questipns by||sayjing, that the biple|is an
exceedingly good haok, that we ape indebted for our
civilizztion ta the saomed dolume, and that without it,
man would lapse inp sivagery, land mental| night.
This is no gnswerl || Was there|a time when the
institution of]| polygamy was the highest gxpression
of human Wriue ?| ||Is [there a| christian woman,
civilized, inlj]lligen. and| free, who believes [in the
institution of|polygamy ? | Are we better, purer, and
more intelligent thap God was four thousand years
ago?  Why|| should| we imprisgn Mormons, and
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NXVIL

¢ INSPIRED " WAR.

pegple to|destroy |men simply [for the |crime of

F ﬂ{ bibld |be trid, God comminded his chosen
ofending thejr nativee|land.  They were|not allowed
tp spare trembling and white-hairgd|age, pot dimpled
abes clasped| in thy mothers’ arms. |They were

rdered to kill wom nff and to piepce, with the sword

f war| the uiborn ¢hild. *Qur| heavenly| Father ™
mmanded the Hebiews to kill the|men aniwumen,

¢ fathers, sgns and | brothers, hut te greserve the
irls aljve.  ¥Why were not the njajdens|also killed ?
Vhy mwere fthey spared? Repd the| thirty-first
hapter of Numbers, and you wijll find |that the
aidens were [given [t0 the soldigrs and|the priests.
5 thene, in the history of waf,[a mare [infamons
liing than this? Ig jr possible that God permitted
he viplets of modesty, that grow and shed their
tfume in [the maiden's heary, [to Be [trampled

o 20D anu;ﬂml Boals worw. forgoitenisoks_ g
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beneath the brytal fect of lust?| If this||was the
order of God, what, under the same cirapnstances,
would haye beeq|the command of [a devil?| When,
in this age of the| world, i woman|a wif mother,
reads this|record| she shoyld, with srorn and loathing,
throw the|book 'Eru}n A genera’l? who should
make such an oyfler, giving over|to m re and
rapine a cpnquerefl people, would (Be held|ih execra-
tion by the whele| civilized world.|| Yet, ¥f|the bible
be true, the suprgme and infnite [God »Hfas once A
Eﬂ\l'ilg':*

A little while| pgo, out upon the westpth plains,
in a little| path lepding te a cabin] were [fHund the
bodics of two chi :Een and| their mI her. £r breast
was filled| with Wounds i i fence of
her darlings. They ha by the
savages. | Suppdse when| looking| at thelr lifeless
forms, some one |had said, * by the
command pf God|ll" In fountless
scencs lika this. [There red war.
God raisgd the | black ded his
soldiers tol kill even the smiling infint in itk [mother's
arms.  Who is the blasphemer ; ti: p clenies
the existegce of (3od, or he who «f robes ol
the Infinite with tnocent

bs o forgottenbaoks.org
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We are told|in the Hentateuych, that
father of vs all,|gave thgusands|of maide
haying kilted their fathers, their mothers,
brathers, to sakisfy the brutal lusts of sav
od, 1 pray Rim to write| in his
, that 1 denied this ke fon him,.

If there be a
Opposite my
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“INSFIRED " RELIGIQUS LIBERTY.

fixG to the bible,|God selected tthe [ewish
¢rle through whom |to make known
great fagt(|that he wzF the only true and living Goy.

rpose, he appeared|on several occasions
—came dotn tg Sinai's top |clothed
cloud and)|fire, and wrought a thousand miracles & i

the preseryation and education| of the Jewlish peoplk
In their| presence he opened the waters bf the sl

For them (he caused hread {o rtin [fom heaven.
quench fHeir thirst, water leaped from the dry a
bharren tk. Theid enemies were miraculous

and [or
1 himsell

rty yeams, at least| this G
e government of |the Jews
any pf the people had lest
in gods of wood [and stong!
in moments of trouble, in peripds of disaster, in t
darkness af doubt, in the hupger and thirst| of famin
instead of|jasking thiy God |for| aid, they turned an
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w1, with
nVINCe

dqought the help of senseless things. This

E-'isdnm, could not even
l[ew wandering [and wretch
tore|potent|fhan| the idals al
ot willing that tlie| Jews should think and investigate
For heresy, the penalty] w
i [reigned, intellectual |libe
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[ L] [+
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i executioner,

th chapter| of Deutetondmy, we
of 5od as to |mental (reledom.
e spn of thy mother. or thy so
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$OME MISTAKES NF MOSES. 25%
the bruised lis of| the |death woungl, the red current
of her E\Ltt l|fe—think of locking up to heaven and
receiving| the | cqnpratdlations of the ipfinite %end
whose cgmmandnient you had obeyed!

Can we hjlie r¢ that any such command was pver
given by|a merciful anfi intelligent|God ? | Suppose,
however,|that| Gpd did give this Jaw fo| the Jpws,
and did detl them|that whenever 4 man preached a
heresy, 01 pre [:NEE:(l tq worship any othel god |that
they shopld Kill| him ;| and suppoge that| aflteryard
this same| God took uppn himsel{ Ijesh,l d -:anj; to
this very chgsen|people and tapghe|a diffiqrent
rEliginn,}lnd IL‘-.II thereupon the Jews crugified liim;
I ask you|did he not reap exactly what hy: had sopn ?

i3 God have [to camplain pf a

accordancg withl his pwn

bg more infamous than intellegtual

haink wpon the Ijodyi nothing

compared with putting shackles on the| brain. | No

god is enfitled ta the worship or the respiet of man

who dﬂ-t:I‘ nnI ive, even to thel meanmest off his
children, avery t that he claimg for {lymself.

If the| Pengatguch be true, religipus persecutign is
a duty. | The dynpegns of the [Inquisition were

© 2010 Forgotten Bocka worm. forgotteniaoks. org
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OMLC MIFTAKES OF MOSES.

temples, and | of every chain| upan| the
limbs| of hgresy ic in the ear of God|| If
the Rentateuch ery herdtic sﬂuuld
be destroyed ;| anfd evgry man who advocates g fact
ok, should belkon-

Inconsistent wi
sumetl by swa

In the Ol ne is told to repson
with |a herett ord 15 said about
relying upln ar ducation, nor wpon
inteflectual| derelopment—nothing except simple
brute|force) here to-day a christian who wil{ say

that four tho ’s ago, {t was theg dut
5 wife|if she differed with him

the subjeet|of cne who wil
gay that, under [such cinpumstanoes, the wife ou
have been Lilled ! Why should God be|so je
of the wooden| jdols of |the heathen? Cguld he
compEte with EJ ?  Was he envicus of the sugcess
of the LEgyptian magioigns ? Whas it not possible for
him tp make 111 a convincing display of his power
as toilence fgnever the voice of unbeliefl? Dm}this
God |have| to| [resort to force |to make| convgris?
Was |he sg ignogant of the structure of the hliman
mind|as to hE]iJ:h all honest doubt a erime ? |If he

wishgd to do away with the idolatey of the Camaan-

husband to|ki
} :lific:-n A s the

o .![III[I Forgotien Bn-u*ul.i Illrlww'l"'m'l,ul'hmhunl:.nq
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ites, why di ear to them ! :t y did he
not gi e tables of the law! y did he

v zmdr:ring

17 Will some theo-

logrian e|questions !
Will § ini " In [religlous
liberty n{olerance of

el tgll us why
he wortshigs an intolerant God ? god|who will

. |batter than a

Is the intellectual liberty 1n heaven ?| Do the
angels ide? Are
all the|investigators in il %penitent
thiel, wingied and| crowned, laugh at the Honest folks
in hell|? ill the agony| of the damrL inprease or

decre:rt the happiness gf God? Wil thepe be, in
the unfyerge, an ¢ternal gulo da fe P

© 200 0 Forgotien Bn-::hl Im.'l"'m'l,ul'hmhunl:.nq



AXIX.
CANCLUSIDIN,

¥ the Pentgreuch s not|inspined in its astrononyy,
I geology, geograghy, history|er philosophy, if| it
is not inspired |con rninl' ry, po]ygim}f. War,
taw, religious g |poligical liperty | or the rights of man,
worien and children,|what is it jospired in, or about ?
The unity of (rgd ?—that lieved lorg befgre
Moses was born. Eptciﬁ idence >—that has
been the doc ine_-:‘ﬂf ignprangs
rights of propefty ?—jtheft vas gl

sacrifice of ani
of years befon
lik: ?—there I

The wickedni

been a virtue.
tateuch does nc
other God >—gb
lirrions.

]

ha shalt w
s burden o
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I it possible that the Pents
been wri‘:% by uninspired men ? tifat the
ol God was| necessary to prodyce these bo
it possiblg i
“Virtual | Velocity,” the la all;
bodies and of all motiep; that Qope iElIIZS erfal

principles (o
the true gosition of the earth and 3ecounted
rnomena ;| that Idepleg dispo

“celestial ph
three Iaw;lL—-digcquries of such importance

3th of May| 1618, may be called ghe birg
madern sgience ; that Newtop gave tp t
the Itieth:j of Fluxipns, the [Thegry af

Gravitatign,|and the Decompasitiop of |Light
Euclid, Cavalieri, Des Cartes| and Leibnitz,
comploted the sciencg of mathematics
discoverids [in optics,| hydrostitics,| pnelimatig

chemistry], the experijnents, discoveries,
tions of |[Galvani, Valta, Frankhn| and
Trevethidk, | Watt and| Fulton dnd of all the| pi
of progress—that afl this ccomplish
uninspire i the writer df the

was directed and inspjred by an infjnite |G
possible that the codes of [Chinp, Indi
Greece apd Rome were made| by an,
laws recofded in the Fentateudh wefe alone

en, whi

o 20D lfmruﬂmlﬂn-uh |
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of mental liberty should be{|destroyed, apd
s holy| torch extingumshed in the martjr‘

it not far better and wiser tp spy that the
entateuch while containing some gpod laws, some
, some |wise [and uselul thinps 1s, after all,

¢d and|blackencd by the savageryof (s time ?

not far better] and wiser to take the good and
?

=T
e
La
E-
]
iy
g
]
£
T
=
o
v’
or
o

was mjstakepn about a thousand LIjhin

e en| of
tree | of
edgra, and the| fall of man are hnt fragments| of
ythologips lost and dead ; that [worpan| was ot

out of |a ri
of speeph ; that the sons of G
aughters of
k is mot exactly true ; that th
mistzke { that the confusion
ish thing|; thaf the cngin of t
ish faney] tha
red and sixty-pine years; tha
this world, taking with him his
he story|of Sgdom and Gomo

; that serpents [never thad the
did npt maxry

ry of the flood
tower ol Babel

Egngues 15| &

inbhow i34 3

nogt live ninz
Enpch| did not
esh and bones:
h 15 sgmewhat
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improbable} that huming brimstong never fell like
rain ; that Lot wﬁ:ﬂ as not changed inte chloride
of sodium ;| that| ] act, put his hip
cut al joint|wrastling with God|;|that the history of
Tamar might just 3k well have eft out; that a
ential to salva-

beliel in Pharaoh’s||dreams is n
tion : that it makes| byt little di
rod of Aargn whs ghanged to a
of all the wonder d 1o haw

LEgypt, the |greate
the absurd pecgunig;

nt or not ; that
n performed in
ever believed
t torment the
f their owners;
the poor maid
5 crimes ; that
God's wrath ;

innocent catle g :
that he did [not|kil|| the first bgrp o
behind the |mil] becadse of Ph
Aies and frogs ye i
that lice angd loJu xecutors of his
will ; that geventy|pepple did ppt, in two hundred
and Riteen| yedds, [increase to |thre
three priests copld |pof eat six h
day . that gazing afl a brass ser
poison fmﬁfut

partnership | with| hpr
people simply they aske
eat; that he did| nips declare II

million ; that
gd pigeons in a
t ¢puld not extract
od||did not go in

lid not murder
for something to
making of hair eil
1shed with death ;

and ointment an|oficnce to be
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that he| did got miraculpudly preserve gloth and
leather ;| that he whs not pfirdid ol |(wild bepsts; that
he did rjot purfish heresy sward and |fire ; that

he was ot jeglous, revenpelul, and unjust ; that he
knew all about thI: sUM, n, and stars|; that he
dicl not [threathn t9 kill prople fot eating|the fat of
an ox ) that he HE}er toid [Ajron th draw quts to sce

o

which of twe goats should bp killed ; thag he never
objected to clgthes made gf wollen mixed yith linen ;
that if Te objgcred to dw
and too| many|fingprs, he
such lolks ; thiat he did ny
ax set farth in|the [last chapter of Leviocus; that he
[ horses: that he never
in fhe faces of their
brothers-in-laty ; contradictory accounts
ol the same trpnsagtion ¢ t all |be true| that God
did not|talk ta Abraham ¢ man talks go another;
that angels werz in the|habit| of walking about
the earth eating serl with milk and butter,
and making bprgains abgyt the dostruction of cities;
that Gad newver thrned elf ETLEI a Alame aof fire,
and hived in & bush: “:L er met Moscs ina
hotel and trigd t
perform miragles

, people with| fiat noses
ht npt to have created
cmant humat sacrifices

did not jobject|to t
commanded widatw:

ne
| thad it was|absucd to
4 king|to act ip a certain
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mer ; that it was oepver wigng to © cgun-
poor man in His cayse ; " phat God never
ple not to live in |peacg with their neighbors ;
c'lf'cl not spend forty days with Moseg on
mai giving him patterns for pipkiny clothes,
ins, and snufiers ; that matgrnity is npt a
physical deformiry s not (§ crime; [that
went cannot be marde lor|| the soul by
innocent blood | that killing| a dove aver
wter will not make ik bBlogy a medicine ;
1 who demands lovi: knogs nothing of
v heart ; that dne who frigiitens savfges
noises is unworthy [the lgve of cvibzed
one who destrpys children|pn account of
their fathers is hp monster ; (that an infinite
threatened 1o give people|fhe itch; that
ent wild beasts| to devour Bpbes : thap he
jered the violation ol majdens; thay he
arded patriotism as a erime | |[that he never
he destruction of unborn children ; that he
ned the earth fand gswalloyed wives |and
ause husbands jand (athers |Rad displeased
he never deminded that men should kill
and brothers, for the purposg|of sanctifying
ks hat we eanng niase God by belieying
© 2010 Forgatien Boks worm: forgniteribanks. vy
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the improbable ; [that credulity is not a virtue ; tha
inve;:gaticn i3 npt a crimg ; that every mind shoul
be free; that dll religious |persecution is infamous i
fan ; thar without liberty, [virtue i
t without {reedom, even lgve cannot
ery man shpuld be allowed [to think
pregs his thoughis); that wo is the
)| that children should be royerned by
jn | |that the family relation|is sacred ;
a Iijenus crinki; ; that all intglgrance is
cg and hate ; thac the freel m of to-
of | to-morpow|; that the ehlightened
ngt|to l2ll dpon its knees apd bhndly
ic rast ;| and that every [ree, brave
d mpn should gublicly declare that all
fampous, heqrtless, hideuusl ings re-
nspired ™ Pjntaieuch are ot the words
imply| ' Somg Mistakes of Mpses.”
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DEc, 12, 1331. MAY 31, 1878.
L ﬂ .
A [TRIBUTE mo HaoN C. [NGERSOLL,
By his Bypegher Roberd,
THE [RECORD OF p| GENEROLS LIFE RUNKS LIKE|A VINE
ROUND THE|MEMORK ([BF OUR DEAD, ANR| EVERY
SWEET, UNSELFISH ACT|[§ NOW A PERFUMED FLOWER.
Ear Frienps: 1 qm going tq do thatl which
the dead oft promised hi pould do fpr me.
he loved lovifg brother, husband,| father,
friend, died where mafhood’'s morning |aimost
touches noon, and whild| the shadows stll were
falling toward the| west.

He had not| passed||dn life’s highway the stone
that| marks the fhighest|peint; but, jbeing waary for
a mpment, he lay dowi]| by the wayside, and, using
his Yurden for a|pillow, fell into that|dreamlcss sleep

i 200 [ Forpotien Bln-uh wwrr'l"'m'l,ul'hmhunl:.nq




27 TRIEUTE TO ENON (. INCERSOLL.

thal‘ kisses down his eyclids Etill.  While yet in love

wich life pnd rgptured with the warld, he passed tp

silefice| and pathetic dust]

ef, after all, it may be best, just in the happies

sun 'eIt wur of all the lvoyage, while eager winds
are | ki

sing every sail tp dash aghinst the unsee

-

reck| and |in an [instant Hear|the billows roar abov

[N

ken ship,  [For whether jn mid|sea or ‘mong the
kers gf the (farther shore, a wreck at last muse
the | ead of each and all. Apnd every life, no

1;Jif ts every hour |is el with love and ever
L)

jeweled with a jpy, will, at|its close, becom

gedy| as jd and deep and fark as ean

wovEn of the warp and woof jof mydtery and death.
his brave and tendet mdn in ebery storm of lifi

ak and r ; but ig the sunshine he was vin

vef. Heg was the frignd of |all herpic souls
limbad the heights, and |left alll superstitions F
.'th le on his forehgad fell the| golden dawnin

t grander day.

He |loved the beautifuf, and was|with celor, forin

1 LLrs He| sided with the

and | misi¢ touched to t
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278 TRIBUTE TO ERON €. INGERSOLL,

with his| lategt breath, I am better now.” jt us
believe, [in sgite of doubts and dogmas, of fearg pnd
veals, that these dtar words are true of all the count-
less dead.,

And| now, to [you, who Have been chogen, |lfom
ameng the many men he Joked, tp do tlj fast |sad
office for the|dead, we give his sacred dust.

Speech dannot contzin our Igve. There |was,
thepe is,no gentlgr, stronger,| manlier man.
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